
Eight injured as truck rams tractor
carrying Ganesha idol in Siddipet

Siddipet: Eight persons sustained injuries as a speeding truck rammed into a tractor carrying Ganesha
idol near Siddipet Collectorate on Sunday. Eight devotees, residents of Bhadradri Kothagudem district, were
carrying the idol to Kothagudem from Korutla when the incident happened.

Four of them sustained serious injuries, and their condition is reported to be critical. They were rushed to
the government hospital in Siddipet for treatment. Three-town Inspector T Lakshmi Babu registered a case and
took the truck driver into custody.

Chief Secretary Jaju directs joint
Metro-RTC pass in Hyderabad
Hyderabad: Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju has directed officials to immediately introduce a joint pass

for Metro Rail and RTC bus travel in Hyderabad.Sanjay Jaju on Sunday held a coordination meeting with
officials and travelled by Metro Rail today from Begumpet to Paradise, inspected the commercial com-
plexes and parking areas at the stations and offered suggestions for their further development. He also
inspected the elevated corridors being constructed by the HMDA on NH-44.
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Monsoon Session from Today,
KCR Stays Away

Hyderabad, sept 6
 The Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy-led Con-

gress government’s welfare and development initia-
tives during its 1,000-day rule, the revenue
department’s goof-up on inclusion of private proper-
ties in the prohibitory list under Section 22A of the
Registration Act and inter-state river water disputes
are expected to dominate the Monsoon Session of
the Assembly commencing on Monday.

The session will be for a short duration though
the number of days and the business to be transacted
would be decided at the Business Advisory Commit-
tee meeting. This session too will not see BRS
supremo and Leader of Opposition K. Chandrashekar
Rao with his party announcing that he would not at-
tend the session. The BRS announcement came on
the day the Congress organised a maha dharna at
Dharna Chowk, Indira Park, on Sunday demanding
the resignation of Chandrashekar Rao for failure to
perform his duties as Leader of Opposition.

Gaining strength from the recent political devel-
opments, and renewed confidence posed in him by
the Congress high command, as reflected in the ouster
of endowments and forest minister Konda Surekha
from the Cabinet, Chief Minister Revanth Reddy would
aggressively push a two-pronged strategy during the
session – highlighting the government’s initiatives and
attacking Chandrashekar Rao for what he called s run-
ning away from the Assembly.

There was hectic political activity in both the
ruling party and BRS on Sunday with the Chief Minis-
ter holding a marathon meeting with revenue minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, senior department officials
and collectors of Hyderabad, Rangareddy, Medchal-
Malkajgiri and Sangareddy districts on the highly con-
tentious 22A inclusions. The BRS and the BJP are
expected to launch scathing attack against the gov-

ernment, in particular the revenue minister, over the
issue.

Chandrashekar Rao on the other hand held a
legislature party meeting in his Erravalli farmhouse
and asked party legislators to highlight what he called
the overall failure of the Congress government. “We
will thoroughly expose the government’s failures, lies
and inaction on the Kaleshwaram lift irrigation
scheme besides delay in the Palamuru project,” BRS
deputy floor leader T. Harish Rao told mediapersons.

With regard to the official business, the state
government is all set to introduce the titled Core Ur-
ban Region (Integrated Governance) Bill, 2026
(known as the CURE Bill). It was necessitated by
the formation of three corporations in place of the
GHMC. The Bill will replace the old Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) Act of
1955. The government also wants to change the
existing land acquisition policy, paving way for a path-
breaking land-pooling model with ratio of 60:40 land
share between government and land owner. How-
ever, sources said the Bill may not be introduced in
this session.

5 Killed as Boys’ PG
Building Collapses in

South Delhi
 New Delhi: A nearly 30-year-old building, which rose

five floors on a narrow 55-square yard land, collapsed on
Sunday afternoon, killing five students in South Delhi’s
Satya Niketan. Agencies were trying to rescue around
15-20 more
trapped under
the debris of the
building, which
was a paying
guest (PG) ac-
commodat ion
for students. Ac-
cording to the
JPN Apex
Trauma Centre
at the All-India
Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences,
10 victims had
been brought to
the hospital af-
ter the incident.
Of them, “four
were brought dead, while one patient who was in critical
condition later succumbed to his injuries. Three patients
have been admitted and are being treated. One patient
underwent limb surgery, and another who had sustained
a minor injury was discharged after observation,” the
AIIMS said in a statement. The police booked building
owner Hariram and others on charges of culpable homi-
cide.

The owner built the five storey structure, which had
permission only for a G+1 unit in violation of building rules.
“The building was a PG accommodation. It is alleged that
renovation work was being undertaken on the Ground

Floor, which led to the collapse of the building,” the police
said. According to locals, the collection of water in the
basement over days of rain had weakened the building's
foundation, leading to its eventual collapse. A sudden

tremor had sent people in the surrounding buildings rush-
ing outside. “It felt like the ground shook — like an earth-
quake,” a resident said. “As soon as I came out, the whole
building collapsed,” a res ident told. Officials from the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) evacuated tenants
from an adjoining building housing a women's PG and
sealed it. Union home minister Amit Shah spoke to Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, the police commissioner, and
the NDRF director general for updates on the situation.
While Shah cut short his Goa trip, the chief minister or-
dered a magisterial probe into the incident. Harrowing
images of a couple of students buried.

NEW DELHI, Sept 6
: Union home minister Amit Shah on Sunday said

the Centre had prepared a roadmap to make India
drug-free by 2029, in line of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's objective that drug-free youth power would lead
to Viksit Bharat in 2047.

The Modi government was committed to making
the country drug-free to realise the dream of a devel-
oped India, just as it has worked to end the menace of
Naxalism and terrorism, Shah, said addressing a press
conference in Goa after chairing a high level meeting
on narcotics that was attended by Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant as well as Union home ministry and
state government officials.

Amit Shah Sets 2029 Target
For Drug-Free India

The Centre has adopted a
coordinated, nationwide strategy
to dismantle the entire narcotics
network, from drug trafficking and
financing to rehabilitation, as part
of its goal of 'Drug-Free India' by
2029, he said.

Shah said the Centre had a target to demolish 100
national and international networks by March 2029 and
bring back 100 fugitives to the country. By March 2027,
there will be clear end-to-end visibility of the supply chain
while at least 75 secret labs would be destroyed in 2026,
he said.

He said the government had also adopted a mis-
sion-mode approach to bring back fugitives hiding abroad.
Between July 2019 and July 2026, 274 wanted or ab-
sconding criminals were brought back to India from 36
countries, he said. Over the past three years, 401 red
corner notices have been issued, including 182 up to July.

Shah said more than 1,400 Central and state agen-
cies were connected through Interpol, facilitating faster
information sharing. Between 2019 and 2026, assets worth
`17,874 crore belonging to fugitives were attached, while
?18,762 crore was recovered or restored.

"Before 2014, the fight against narcotics was largely
conducted in small units and isolation. Agencies were
often satisfied catching small-time accused. Our govern-
ment is making the fight national security priority," he said.

Under the Narendra Modi regime, Jammu and Kash-
mir was on the path to progress and development after
the decline of terrorism, which is gradually approaching
zero there, the minister said. The sentiment of separatism
had waned post the abrogation of Article 370, Shah said.

"The Modi government has taken various steps to
improve and strengthen internal security. Those who
dreamt of a 'red' (Maoist) corridor from Tirupati to Pashupati
have laid down arms and joined the mainstream. The
northeast is also calm. Over 10,000 young people have
laid down arms," he said.

Shah stated that Naxalism, which persisted for five

decades, has become a thing of the past. :We have eradi-
cated Naxalism and will deal with the menace of narcot-
ics in the same manner," the Union minister asserted.

In 2019, a four-tier National Coordination Commit-
tee for Countering Drug Trafficking (NCORD) mechanism
was created at the executive, state and district levels to
ensure coordinated action against the drug menace.
"Dedicated Anti-Narcotics Task Forces (ANTFs) have been
constituted in all states and Union Territories and local
police have been linked with the national strategy," Shah
said.

The government had linked awareness, treatment,
counselling, rehabilitation and livelihood opportunities
with the anti-narcotics campaign, he pointed out, adding
that the ‘1933’ MANAS helpline has been introduced to
support persons with drug addiction.

The Modi government's three-year roadmap to a
drug-free India is based on a four-pillared approach to
destroy narcotic networks, Shah said. "These pillars in-
clude intelligence and operation-based enforcement,
control on synthetic drugs, demand and harm reduction
and creation of capacity and coordination," he added.

India-France partnership reaches
new heights, says PM Modi

 New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-
day said India-France relations have reached new
heights and this strategic partnership is particularly spe-
cial because it rests on the solid foundation of long-

standing cultural and political ties.
Addressing virtually the inauguration

of the Swaminarayan temple in Paris, PM
Modi hoped that the grand temple in Paris
will stand for centuries as a symbol of coop-
eration and opportunity between both the
nations.

“In recent years, relations between In-
dia and France have reached new heights.
Together with my friend, President

(Emmanuel) Macron, both nations are building a Spe-
cial Global Strategic Partnership,” he said.Stream His-
tory Documentaries

The prime minister said that from technology, AI, and
defence to space and climate action, India and France
are moving forward together with new momentum and
energy.

“We are also celebrating 2026 as the India-France
Year of Innovation. This strategic partnership is particu-
larly special because it rests on the solid foundation of
our long-standing cultural and political ties,” he said.

PM Modi said history bears witness that the sacrifice
of Indian soldiers in France remains alive in the hearts of
people to this day.

“Language enthusiasts also know the pivotal role
French scholars played in popularising Sanskrit. Romain

Rolland’s writings on Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and
Swami Vivekananda brought our societies closer,” he
said.

Furthermore, the prime minister said, the spiritual
journey of ‘The Mother’ from Paris to the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram in Puducherry has inspired countless Indian
and French seekers. He said decades ago, Srila
Prabhupada Swami also visited France, opening a new
chapter in spiritual connections through ISKCON.

“Today, yoga has also become a bridge for people-
to-people connections between our nations. Images
from the Eiffel Tower on International Yoga Day reflect
yoga’s immense popularity in France,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while virtually inaugurating the Swaminarayan temple in Paris, said India-France
relations have reached unprecedented heights, built on cultural and political ties.

He highlighted cooperation in technology, defence, space, climate action, and announced 2026 as the
India-France Year of Innovation.
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Multi-pronged
strategies to check

cyber frauds
tal revolution has been the growing incidence

of cybercrimes. In fact, India has the dubious dis-
tinction of registering the highest number of cyber
frauds in the world. Among the various forms of
cybercrime, ‘digital arrest’ has emerged as the
most devious one. It poses a threat not only to
the country’s financial security and stability but
also to public trust in the law enforcement ma-
chinery. In digital arrest scams, fraudsters imper-
sonate law enforcement officials through video
calls, claiming that victims are under investiga-
tion for serious crimes. Using leaked personal data
for credibility, they create fear and urgency, keep-
ing victims on calls for hours with fake IDs and
arrest warrants. Victims are coerced into trans-
ferring large sums to avoid arrest. Many elderly
victims have lost their life savings. Against this
backdrop, the Supreme Court’s suggestion to for-
mally define digital arrest in criminal law and de-
clare it a standalone offence with harsher punish-
ments merits serious consideration. A more ro-
bust legal framework will add to the multi-pronged
efforts being put in place to tackle the menace.
Between 2022 and May 2026, India recorded
nearly 3,00,000 digital-arrest complaints, with
losses estimated at over Rs 4,000 crore. Accord-
ing to data tabled in Parliament, Indians lost Rs
22,845 crore to cyber fraud of all kinds in 2024. A
whopping 22 lakh cybercrime incidents were re-
ported during the year. Cyber threats are no longer
sporadic occurrences but a continuous everyday
reality.HistoryEnabled by artificial intelligence and
automation, cybercriminals are now resorting to
sophisticated fraud schemes and account take-
overs. It is an uphill battle that requires strong
preventive and reactive strategies. Any systemic
gap is easily exploited, and new forms of
cybercrime emerge overnight. Financial operations
cannot do without real-time fraud detection and
proactive response mechanisms. Even large-scale
crackdowns have failed to instil fear. Clearly, a
more effective counter-strategy that includes
stricter punishment is imperative. Cyber risks are
inescapable in a data-centric world. Dealing with
fraudsters ultimately requires mass awareness,
precise technology-backed institutional support
and a collective resolve. Since existing laws do
not have specific provisions to tackle cybercrimes
such as digital arrests, the courts and police are
faced with severe limitations in bringing perpetra-
tors to justice. The Information Technology Act,
2000, was enacted primarily to facilitate e-com-
merce and electronic records, but it was not de-
signed for tackling digital arrest scams, AI-enabled
frauds and deepfakes. Digital evidence collection,
cross-border intelligence sharing and cooperation
and technical expertise are among the challenges
facing the investigators.
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ICICI Prudential Term Plan
Business Up 60.7% in Telangana

““Indian chronicle, September 06 : ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance's term plan(retail protection) business in
Telangana registered a 60.7 per cent year-on-year growth
in Q1 FY2027, ICICI Prudential Life Chief Distribution Of-
ficer Amish Banker said in a statement released in the city
on Saturday. He said that as of March 31, 2026, the com-
pany provided insurance protection to 6,56,032 lives in
Telangana, with assets under management(AUM) of
Rs.11,708 crore and a sum assured of Rs.1,52,016 crore.
Over the past seven years, the company has paid Rs.4,060
crore in benefits to policyholders, including Rs. 1,192 crore
towards death claims. The company has 11 branches,
6,172 advisors, 3,934 partner branches and 3,372 speci-
fied persons in Telangana, he said. Banker said the
company's Board had approved a proposal to change its
name to 'ICICI Life Insurance Limited'. He noted that there
was strong demand for life insurance products across ur-
ban centres and emerging areas in Telangana. The com-
pany is leveraging artificial intelligence, machine learn-
ing, data analytics and digitalisation to enhance customer
services, he said. During Q1, 54 per cent of savings poli-
cies were issued on the same day, while 58 per cent of
policies were issued through digital KYC. Around 97 per
cent of services are being delivered through digital or
self-help channels, he added. Through 'ICICI Pru Partner
Stack' and 'iProo Edge', the company is strengthening
digital services and enhancing the capabilities of its advi-
sors. The company has more than 2.44 lakh agents across
the country, Banker said. The company's claim settlement

ratio stood at 99.3 per cent, while individual claims that
did not require investigation were settled in an average of
one day, he said. ICICI Prudential Life plans to expand its
presence in Telangana by opening more branches, ap-
pointing additional advisors and undertaking wider cus-
tomer outreach programmes, Banker added.

  Reddy Protest
Fast Postponed

Temporarily
Telangana Reddy Sangham State

President Gopu Jaipal Reddy
““Hyderabad, September 06 (Indian Chronicle) : The

protest fast planned for September 8 at Indira Park under
the aegis of the State Reddy Associations JAC has been
temporarily postponed, Telangana Reddy Sangham State
President Gopu Jaipal Reddy said. He said government
advisors Vem Narender Reddy and Sudarshan Reddy
held discussions with the Reddy JAC leaders on the is-
sue. As the government representatives responded posi-
tively to their demands and assured that the issues would
be resolved within a month, the protest fast was post-
poned, Jaipal Reddy stated. OC JAC National President
Poladi Rama Rao demanded that the government imme-
diately implement the assurances made to students, farm-
ers and various OC communities and prove its sincerity.
He warned that the government would have to pay a price
if the assurances were not fulfilled.“[6:10 PM, 9/6/2026]
+91 99661 71672: End

Teacher Awards Named After Jyotirao Phule and
Savitribai Phule Should Be Announced

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Honored with Knowledge Garland
for the 394th Consecutive Sunday in Boduppal

““BODUPPAL, SEPTEMBER 6 (INDIAN
CHRONICLE): The 394th consecutive Sunday Jnana
Mala (Knowledge Garland) offering ceremony was held
at Boduppal Circle under the leadership of Nathi
Mysaiah, State President of the Ambedkar Ideals
Achievement Association. A floral tribute was also paid
to former President of India Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan on the occasion of his birth
anniversary.“Speaking on the occasion, Nathi Mysaiah
said that after parents, teachers hold the highest impor-
tance in every person’s life. He stated that the role of a
teacher is crucial in helping an individual rise to a higher
position in life.“He said that the life of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, who rose from the position of an ordi-
nary teacher to become the President of India, is an
inspiration to everyone.“Mysaiah called upon the youth
to take inspiration from the lives of Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule and Savitribai Phule, who worked for the upliftment
of socially disadvantaged and weaker sections and laid
the foundation for the advancement of women’s
education.“He urged the Central and State Governments
to introduce Best Teacher Awards in the names of
Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule to encourage and
recognize teachers for their services. He also extended
his greetings to all teachers on the occasion of Teach-
ers’ Day.“Bhooparirakshana Samithi President Bugga
Mysaiah, Boduppal Building Construction Workers’

Union President M. Enkirala Lakshminarsaiah, Rapolu
Venkatesh, Yakaiah, Suraju, Srinivas, Jada Srinivas and
others participated in the programe.

Ashwini Choubey–Shiv Pratap Shukla Meeting
Sparks Buzz in Telangana

““Srikanth Devarakonda“Manikonda“06 Sept
2026““Former Union Minister Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey called on the Hon’ble Governor of Telangana,
Shri Shiv Pratap Shukla, at Lok Bhavan in
Hyderabad.““During the meeting, the two leaders ex-
changed views on various matters of public importance
and issues concerning Telangana and the nation. The
interaction also provided an opportunity to discuss devel-
opments in the state and matters of mutual interest.““The
meeting was held in a cordial atmosphere, with both lead-
ers emphasising the importance of public service and the
welfare of citizens.““The visit of the former Union Minister
to Lok Bhavan assumes significance as political and pub-
lic representatives continue to engage with constitutional
authorities on issues relating to governance and devel-
opment.

Indiramma Housing
Scheme Fulfils the
Dream of Owning a

Home for Poor Families
“““BODUPPAL, SEPTEMBER 6 (Indian Chronicle):

The housewarming ceremony of a new house sanctioned
to Vangari Lakshmi under the Indiramma Housing Scheme
was held grandly on Sunday in Ambedkar Nagar Colony,
within Division-13 of Boduppal Circle.“Boduppal Division-
11 Congress Party President Bommaka Kalyan Kumar
attended the ceremony and conveyed his best wishes to
Vangari Lakshmi and her family members. Vangari
Lakshmi’s son, Vangari Sai Krishna, along with several
party leaders, also participated in the programme and
shared the family’s happiness.“Speaking on the occasion,
Bommaka Kalyan Kumar congratulated Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for making the dream of owning a house
a reality for poor families. He said that through the

Indiramma Housing Scheme, underprivileged families are
able to construct their own homes and live with happi-
ness and dignity.“Former Ambedkar Nagar Colony Presi-
dent and Youth Congress leader Ambala Aravind Goud,
along with several other leaders and local residents, par-
ticipated in the programme.

Rally Against Congress
Government’s Failure to
Fulfil Promises to Auto

workers
“““ Indian Chronicle, Secunderabad,“ September

06:““Under the leadership of Secunderabad MLA Tigulla
Padma Rao Goud, a rally was organised with auto-rick-
shaw workers to protest against the Congress
government’s failure to fulfil its promise of providing
?12,000 per year to auto workers.“The government has
failed to implement the scheme and has accumulated
?24,000 in dues for two years, the organisers alleged.
The rally was held as part of the BRS campaign high-
lighting the alleged failures of the Congress government
during its 1,000 days in office.“Former corporators Kandi
Shailaja of Boudhanagar division and Dr. Samala Hema

of Sitaphalmandi division led the BRS activists who par-
ticipated in the auto rally. Among those present were
Kandi Narayana, Bejjanki Rajesh, Mastan Baba, Sachin,
Vijay, Shailender, Anjaneyulu Goud, Sujatha, Sumalatha,
Manasa Geetha, Latha, Sulochana, Nandita, Suma,
Fareeda and Anasuya, among others.“The participants
demanded that the Congress government immediately
implement all the promises made to auto-rickshaw work-
ers and clear the pending dues.“The BRS will always
fight for the rights of workers, they said.

New Ration Cards Distributed to
Eligible Families

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "In-
dian Chronicle"September.07.““Beneficiaries to Access

Essential Commodities and Government Welfare
Schemes“Wankidi New ration cards were distributed to
eligible beneficiaries under Shop No. 2 in Wankidi
Mandal. Former Congress President Gurnule
Narayana,Village Patel Wade Ravinder,GPO

Vasanthrao,and village elders jointly handed over the new
ration cards to the beneficiaries.“Speaking on the occa-

sion, the leaders said that
ration cards play an impor-
tant role in providing essen-
tial commodities to eligible
families. They stated that
beneficiaries can also avail
themselves of various gov-
ernment welfare schemes
based on their eligibility
through the ration
cards.The beneficiaries ex-
pressed happiness over
receiving the new ration
cards, stating that they
would provide significant
support to their families.
They thanked the govern-
ment for identifying eligible
families and issuing the
new cards.Village elders
and local representatives
emphasized the need to
ensure that all eligible fami-
lies receive the benefits of
government welfare

schemes without any difficulties. They also urged the con-
cerned authorities to continue taking steps to extend wel-
fare benefits to deserving families.The programme was
attended by village residents, beneficiaries, local lead-
ers, elders, and concerned staff.

22 held in cockfighting
and betting raid near

Manneguda
““Hyderabad Correspondent, September 6 (Indian

Chronicle): Twenty-two people were apprehended during
a police raid on an alleged cockfighting and gambling racket
operating near Manneguda in the Adibatla police station
limits, with cash, betting roosters, vehicles and other mate-
rial worth about Rs 35 lakh seized. The Commissioner’s
Task Force, Shamshabad Zone team, along with Adibatla
police, conducted the raid at a premises behind the RTO
office following credible information about organised bet-
ting on cockfights. According to police, the premises was
being used to rear roosters specifically for cockfighting and
allegedly hosted gamblers from Andhra Pradesh and other
places. The organisers were also said to have arranged
food and formed teams for conducting cockfighting and
gambling activities. Police seized Rs 3,60,510 in cash, 31

live roosters valued at Rs 9.30 lakh, 146 cockfighting knives,
20 mobile phones and a score notebook. Three cars and
three two-wheelers were also seized as part of the opera-
tion. The main organiser and the landowner allegedly in-
volved in the operation were reported to be absconding.
Police said the apprehended persons and seized material
were handed over to the Adibatla police for further investi-
gation. The Task Force appealed to the public to stay away
from cockfighting and gambling and urged residents to in-
form police if such activities are noticed in their localities.
The operation was conducted by Shamshabad Zone Task
Force Inspector D. Krishna Mohan, SIs K. Mansoor Ali, N.
Narasinga Rao and staff, along with Adibatla police.



Ranga Reddy INDIAN CHRONICLEINDIAN CHRONICLEINDIAN CHRONICLEINDIAN CHRONICLEINDIAN CHRONICLE MONDAY 7  SEPTEMBER  20263

Police Crack Down on Illegal Ganja Cultivation,
 Seize 9 Plants in Chintalamanepalli

““Indian Chronicle, Kagaznagar, September 6: Act-
ing on credible information, police conducted a raid on
Sunday at Gudem village in Chintalamanepalli mandal
and detected the illegal cultivation of ganja
plants.“During the raid, police caught Kumbari Shankar,
son of Ramulu, aged 68, allegedly cultivating nine ganja
plants illegally in his backyard. The seized plants were
estimated to be worth approximately ?60,000.“The raid
was conducted by the Kautala Circle Inspector and
Chintalamanepalli Sub-Inspector along with other po-
lice personnel.“A case has been registered in connec-
tion with the incident and an investigation has been
launched. The accused was subsequently remanded to
judicial custody.“Police appealed to the public to pro-
vide information about any persons involved in the ille-
gal cultivation, sale, transportation or consumption of
ganja. Information can be shared with the nearest po-
lice station or police officials, and the identity of infor-
mants will be kept confidential.  B. Santosh Kumar, Circle
Inspector, Kautala Circle.

Congress Leaders Attend Final
Rites of Kovvuri Premsagar

“ “ K u m r a m b h e e m ,
Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian
Chronicle"September.07.““Gurunule
Mengaji and Former President Gurunule
Narayana Pay Floral Tributes.Wankidi:
Congress leaders attended the Pedda
Karma (post-funeral ceremony) of Kovvuri
Premsagar, a resident of Bambara village
in Wankidi Mandal, who passed away on
August 29, 2026. The ceremony was held
on Sunday at his residence in Bambara vil-
lage in the presence of family members,
relatives and villagers.Wankidi Mandal
Congress Party President Gurunule
Mengaji and former Mandal Congress Party
President Gurunule Narayana attended the
ceremony and paid their respects to the de-
parted soul. They placed floral garlands on
Premsagar’s portrait and prayed for eter-
nal peace for his soul.The Congress lead-
ers expressed their deep condolences to
the bereaved family and said that the loss
of a loved one is an irreparable tragedy for
any family. They conveyed their sympathies
to the family members and prayed to God
to give them the strength and courage to
overcome the difficult period.Speaking on
the occasion, the leaders recalled the
memories and association they had with
Kovvuri Premsagar and expressed their
sorrow over his untimely demise. They said that although
a person may leave this world, the memories and rela-
tionships shared with them remain forever. They prayed
that his soul may rest in peace.Bambara Gram Panchayat
Deputy Sarpanch Jadhe Santosh, former Deputy
Sarpanch Boire Prakash, Komatiguda Deputy Sarpanch
Kotrang? Vijay Kumar, and Congress leaders Dikonda
Mahesh and Ramchander, along with family members,

relatives and villagers, attended the ceremony and paid
their respects.The leaders also consoled the bereaved
family members and assured them of their support dur-
ing this difficult time. A large number of relatives, friends,
villagers and well-wishers participated in the Pedda
Karma ceremony.The programme concluded with
prayers for the departed soul and for the bereaved family
to be blessed with strength and peace.

BRS Holds Massive Auto Rally in
Alwal Against Congress

Government’s 1,000-Day Rule
““ALWAL, SEPTEMBER 6 (INDIAN

CHRONICLE)““The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
organised a massive auto rally in the Malkajgiri Assem-
bly constituency on Sunday, protesting what it described
as the “anti-people rule” of the Congress government
completing 1,000 days in office. The rally was held on the
call of BRS Working President and former Minister K. T.
Rama Rao (KTR) and was led by Malkajgiri MLA Marri
Rajshekhar Reddy.The protest focused on key civic is-
sues faced by residents, including drinking water supply,
non-functional streetlights, law and order, traffic conges-
tion and the demand for establishing Basti Dawakhanas
(urban health centres).The auto rally passed through
several parts of Alwal Circle, including Bhudevi Nagar,
PJ R Statue at Venkatapuram, M.R. Krishna Road, J.J.
Nagar, Satya Petrol Bunk, Mee-Seva Alwal, I.G. Statue,
Ambedkar Nagar, Suryanagar, Machabollaram and
Bollaram Gate before concluding at the Telangana Talli
statue.Addressing the gathering, MLA Marri Rajshekhar
Reddy alleged that the Congress government had failed
to fulfil the promises made to people during the elections
despite completing 1,000 days in office. He accused the
government of making several promises to secure votes
and subsequently failing to implement them fully.The MLA
said residents of the Malkajgiri constituency were con-
tinuing to face difficulties due to irregular drinking water
supply and inadequate street lighting in several areas.
He also criticised the government for allegedly failing to
take effective measures to address law-and-order and
traffic-related problems.He further demanded the estab-
lishment of Basti Dawakhanas in the constituency to pro-
vide accessible and affordable healthcare to people in
local communities. He said the Congress government
had a responsibility to address public grievances and
fulfil all electoral commitments.The BRS would continue

to fight for the resolution of people’s problems and re-
main on the side of the public, the MLA stated.Former
MBC Chairman Nandikanti Sridhar, former corporators
Chintala Shanti Srinivas Reddy and Sabitha Anil Kishore
Goud, along with BRS leaders Anil Kishore Goud, Thota

Narender Reddy, Nemuri Sridhar Goud, Doli Ramesh,
Delhi Paramesh, Laxman Yadav, Venkatesh Yadav, Raju
Yadav, Sharan Giri, Shobhan Babu, Srinivasulu, Suresh,
Aravind, Arun, Putnala Krishna, Narla Suresh, Muthyalu,
Satyaiah, Syed Mohsin, Rehmath Khan, Vijay Shekar,
Veeresham, Tajuddin, Prakash, Janardhan, Bhaskar
Goud, Yadagiri Goud, Sandeep, Raju, Mahender, Pawan,
Revanth Reddy, Javeed, Mahesh, Ramesh, Ganesh,
Satish, Prabhakar, Anjaiah, Narsing Rao, Prem and Sajid,
among others, participated in the programme.A large
number of women leaders and activists, youth and auto
drivers also took part in the rally and raised slogans
against the policies of the Congress government, ex-
pressing their protest over the pending civic issues.

Samskruthi Silks Opens in Alwal
“ALWAL, SEPTEMBER 6 (INDIAN CHRONICLE)““A new women’s clothing destination, ‘Samskruthi Silks’, has

been inaugurated in Alwal with the aim
of providing quality garments and
sarees at affordable prices. The store,
located at PSR Towers near the Old
Alwal Police Station, opposite the
Bharat Petroleum petrol pump, was in-
augurated by Muyyi Sujatha along with
her family members.Speaking on the
occasion, the management said the
store offers a wide range of quality
Kanchi silk sarees, women’s sarees,
garments and other clothing at reason-
able prices. They stated that their pri-
mary objective is to cater to the needs
of middle-class families by providing
good-quality clothing at affordable
rates, rather than focusing solely on
profits.Prasanna, Pradeep, Vinay

Shankar, Usha Rani, well-wishers, family members and others attended the inauguration ceremony and conveyed
their best wishes to the management of Samskruthi Silks.

Journalists’ Day Celebrations
Held Grandly

 Journalists’ Services Appreciated

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.ReporterIndian
Chronicle"September.07.““Asifabad: Journalists’ Day celebra-
tions were held in a grand manner at the district headquarters
under the aegis of the Muslim Welfare Society. On the occa-
sion, journalists who have been rendering dedicated services
for the welfare of society were felicitated for their valuable
contributions.“Journalists Abdul Rahman, Prakash Goud, Bala
Srinivas, Masade Santhosh Kumar, Nagarare Taaru, Mirza
Saleem Baig, Suresh Chary, Moin, Mubashir, Abdul Gaffar
and Sajid Khan were honoured with shawls and felicitated for
their outstanding services.Speaking on the occasion, Munici-
pal Floor Leader Abdullah and Muslim Welfare Society Presi-

dent Ubaid Bin Yahia said journalism is a highly
challenging profession that requires courage, com-
mitment and responsibility. They appreciated the role
of journalists as a bridge between the government
and the people, highlighting public issues and work-
ing for the welfare of society. They assured that they
would extend their support towards resolving the
problems faced by journalists.Society Advisor Ahmed
Bin Abdullah, Awad Bin Yahia, and society repre-
sentatives Imran Hashmi, Salman Khan, Mansoor,
Shafi and others participated in the programme.

Journalists’ Day Greetings
Journalists’ Services as the Voice of the People

Are Commendable
““Wankidi: On the occasion of Journalists’ Day, Indian

Chronicle Reporter Jadi Srinivas extended his heartfelt greet-
ings to fellow journalists. He said journalism is a profession of
tireless effort, dedication and responsibility, with journalists
working relentlessly to bring public issues and ground reali-
ties to the notice of society.He stated that journalists play a
crucial role in highlighting people’s problems by travelling to
remote areas irrespective of scorching heat, heavy rains, hills
or difficult terrain. Natural calamities, floods, accidents, crimes,
corruption and other social issues become subjects of report-
ing, helping bring facts before the public.Jadi Srinivas said
journalists serve as an important bridge between the people
and the government by bringing public grievances to the at-
tention of concerned officials. He observed that even major
public programmes may not receive wider attention without
the presence and coverage of journalists.Recalling his own
journalistic journey, he said he had written numerous reports
highlighting public issues, difficulties faced by people in rural
areas and various social concerns. He added that on several
occasions, officials had responded to the issues raised through
his reports and taken steps towards resolving them.He paid
tribute to every journalist working fearlessly as the voice of the
people and as a bridge towards resolving public issues, and
conveyed his heartfelt Journalists’ Day greetings to all fellow
journalists.““– Jadi Srinivas“Indian Chronicle Reporter

CM Revanth Reddy orders a Magisterial
probe into the nurse murder case

CM instructed expeditious Justice via Fast-Track Court to the victim
“Hyderabad: ““Serious on the recent incident of the rape

and murder of a nurse at a private hospital in Thukkuguda, on
the outskirts of Hyderabad, honourable Chief Minister Shri A
Revanth Reddy ordered a comprehensive magisterial enquiry
into all aspects of the incident.““The Chief Minister instructed
the authorities to investigate all aspects including the circum-
stances leading to the incident, security arrangements at the
victim's accommodation, negligence on the part of the man-
agement, if any,  and the implementation of mandatory safety
protocols for female employees. ““Police have already arrested
the accused. The CM directed the officials that the investiga-
tion be completed in a highly meticulous manner.““The senior
police officials were ordered to monitor the progress of the
case  continuously to ensure the speedy completion of the
investigation, forensic reports and the collection of technical
evidence, followed by the filing of a comprehensive charge
sheet. The Government will also initiate necessary measures
to ensure the victim's family receives swift justice through a

trial in a fast-track court.““The Chief Minister sug-
gested the Law Department, Police Department, and
Prosecution wing to work in coordination to prevent
any delays in the trial process.““CM Revanth Reddy
affirmed that the government would stand by the
victim's family in every possible way.  Ministers
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy and Seethakka have al-
ready visited the family. The state government pro-
vided financial assistance to the victim family and
also sanctioned 'Indiramma' house. ““The Chief Min-
ister stressed a thorough investigation and effective
prosecution to punish the perpetrator in accordance
with the law.““The CM also directed officials to iden-
tify and rectify the systemic lapses that led to the
incident. The authorities were instructed  to take all
necessary measures to ensure the trial is completed
expeditiously through a fast-track court.

NIMS conclave pushes medical-engineering
collaboration in heart care

““Hyderabad Correspondent, September 6 (Indian Chronicle): Closer collaboration between doctors and engi-
neers is crucial to turning laboratory
innovations into affordable medical
solutions, NIMS Dean Dr
Chandrasekhar said at the conclu-
sion of a national cardiovascular
conference in Hyderabad on Sun-
day. The two-day “Cardiovascular
Research Convergence: Bench to
Bedside” conference, jointly
organised by NIMS, IIT Hyderabad
and AIIMS New Delhi, brought to-
gether cardiologists, cardiothoracic
surgeons, biomedical engineers
and researchers to discuss ad-
vances in heart care and indigenous
medical technology. The conclud-
ing session featured hands-on train-
ing in advanced interventional pro-
cedures, including non-surgical
heart valve replacement and com-
plex coronary angioplasty. Panel discussions covered heart failure, pulmonary arterial hypertension, artificial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies in cardiovascular medicine..The conference was led by NIMS Head of Cardiol-
ogy Prof. Dr N. Rama Kumari, with Prof. Dr O. Sai Satish, Prof. B. Srinivas, Dr K. Umadevi and Dr A. Sunitha playing
key roles. Dr Chandrasekhar said the participants had outlined a roadmap to accelerate clinical trials, encourage
indigenous medical-device development and strengthen research partnerships between medical and technology
institutions.
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Social media influencer seeks
arrest of CJP founder over assault

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
New Delhi: A social media influencer has submitted

a written complaint to the police against Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke, seeking his immedi-
ate arrest over allegations of physical assault and concerns
related to his personal security.The complainant, Faizan
Ansari, alleged that individuals linked to Dipke had physi-
cally attacked him in Pune and Aurangabad. He claimed
that police complaints had already been lodged in connec-
tion with both incidents in Maharashtra and asserted that
the previous complaints and related evidence were avail-
able with him.

In his complaint, Ansari further alleged that Dipke had
extended support to individuals associated with anti-national
activities and had allegedly provided financial assistance to
people to participate in the protests held at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar.He demanded that the police conduct a detailed in-
vestigation into the allegations, register an FIR, and initiate
action in accordance with the law.Speaking to IANS, Ansari
said, “I have submitted a written complaint to the DCP, re-
questing the immediate arrest of Abhijeet Dipke. I want to
tell the public about what I have gone through. I was at-
tacked by him, once in Pune and once in Aurangabad. I
have filed police complaints in both cases and have evi-
dence related to them.”

Claiming that the protests were being backed finan-
cially, he further said, “This is a paid campaign. He is pay-
ing celebrities to attend the protest… I received all this in-
formation from Mumbai.”He further claimed that Dipke’s
alleged activities could pose a threat to social harmony and
public order, urging the authorities to conduct an impartial
probe and take strict legal action if any wrongdoing is
established.“These people (CJP members) support the
person who had once said, ‘Bharat tere tukde honge’. I would
like to tell Dipke that India will not be broken into pieces; we
won’t let that happen; however, your party surely will be
broken. I will fight this till my last breath.

Construction of highway spur connecting
NH-205A to Zirakpur bypass to begin in Dec

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
The construction of the 10.30-km spur (PR-07) —

connecting the Ambala-Chandigarh section of the National
Highway (NH) 205A to Zirakpur bypass — is set to begin in
December this year, with the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) targeting completion within two years.A spur
is a small section that splits off from a main highway to
connect commuters to a particular destination.The six-lane
greenfield corridor, whose foundation was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in July, is being developed under
the Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM). According to the details,
the project has been awarded to M/s Ceigall Infra Ltd for its
execution.

HAM is a public-private partnership model used by
the government, especially for highway projects, to reduce
financial risk for private developers while ensuring timely
construction.The government (through the NHAI) will give
40 per cent of the project cost to the developer during the
construction period in stages while the private developer
will finance the remaining 60 per cent, construct the high-
way, and is responsible for its maintenance for a specified
period.After the road is completed, the NHAI repays the
developer’s investment through fixed semi-annual annuity

payments, along with interest, over the concession
period.This stretch is expected to become a key missing
link in the proposed Tricity Ring Road and aims to provide
a seamless bypass for long-distance traffic around
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali.

While speaking to The Indian Express, NHAI project
director Aashim Bansal said that the project would allow
long-distance traffic travelling from Ambala towards
Chandigarh and beyond to bypass the congestion-prone
urban stretches of Dera Bassi and Zirakpur.“Vehicles will
be routed directly to the Zirakpur bypass and Aerocity with-
out entering these towns, significantly reducing travel time
and vehicle operating costs while improving road safety,”
he said, adding that nearly 20,000 vehicles will be diverted
daily away from the congestion-prone urban stretches of
Dera Bassi and Zirakpur.By providing a direct, access-con-
trolled connection to the Zirakpur bypass and Aerocity, the
corridor will enable through traffic and freight vehicles to
avoid entering densely populated areas, reducing travel
time, fuel consumption and vehicular emissions while im-
proving road safety and traffic flow.“The 10.30-km corridor
has been designed as a fully access-controlled six-lane
greenfield highway with grade-separated interchanges, elimi-
nating at-grade intersections and separating through traffic
from local urban traffic. This is expected to improve the
operational efficiency of the Zirakpur bypass while easing
congestion across the Tricity road network,” Bansal
added.Officials said the PR-07 Spur is an integral compo-
nent of the planned Tricity Ring Road, which aims to pro-
vide uninterrupted, high-capacity movement around the
Chandigarh urban agglomeration. Once completed, the link
will enable through traffic and freight vehicles to bypass
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali entirely, reducing pres-
sure on city roads.Apart from improving regional connec-
tivity, the project is also expected to boost logistics effi-
ciency, attract investment and support economic growth in
the surrounding areas by strengthening the highway infra-
structure network.

57 booked as trading platform
probed for forex investment scam
EMS  News Agency,  Sept 5Pune Rural police

launched a probe into the operations of TP Global FX, a
multi-asset trading platform that has been the subject of
major criminal investigations — including by the Enforce-
ment Directorate — for allegedly running a massive illegal
forex trading and investment scam across India. In a case
registered, 57 people linked to the entity including its key
officials and local agents were booked.A First Information
Report (FIR) was registered at Narayangaon police station
under Pune Rural police last week based on the complaint
filed by a 50-year-old businessman from Junnar taluka who
was duped of over Rs one crore by the company and its
representatives.

“Multiple cases have till now been registered in West
Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra against the company and
its representatives. Based on the case registered at
Narayangaon, we will investigate the footprint of the com-
pany in Pune district.” said an officer.The officer added, “The
complainant had approached Kolkata police with the com-
plainant. A Zero FIR was registered at Hare Street Police
station in Kolkata which was transferred to Pune Rural po-
lice. The case was registered at Narayangaon police sta-
tion as the complainant is a resident of the
jurisdiction.”Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Kolkata Zonal
Office has filed multiple prosecution complaints in connec-
tion with the ongoing investigation under provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. The
ED said TP Global Forex trading illegally collected over Rs
2,000 crore from the public in the name of forex trading.
The amount was collected in dummy bank accounts opened
with the assistance of associates.ED initiated investigation

based on FIRs registered by police in Kolkata, Maharashtra
and Gujarat. “As per the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the
website of TP Global FX is neither registered with RBI nor
does it have any authorisation from RBI for forex trading.
The RBI issued an alert list including the name of TP Global
FX vide a press release in September 2022, which was
published to caution the public against unauthorised trading
platforms,” the ED has said.“ED investigation revealed a
sophisticated deception was orchestrated by individuals by
utilising numerous dummy companies to entice investors/
general public into a fraudulent scheme promising high re-
turns on forex trading investments through TP Global FX.
The total amount of seized/frozen/attached assets in the
case stands at approximately Rs 291 crores, in the form of
cash, gold, real estate, hospitality establishments, office
spaces, agricultural land, vehicles, cryptocurrencies, and
bank balances,” the ED has said.

An exhibition with a political edge,
open to all – to see, interpret and buy

There’s a fire extinguisher covered by typography print,
a graffiti-painted toilet bowl with illustrated toilet paper roll-
ing out of it, and blue and orange crates with zines, stick-
ers, matchboxes, and puzzles in them.There are no “Do
not touch” signs; everything in the exhibition is meant to be
picked up, flipped through, bought, and taken
home.Advertising professional Priyanshi said she admired
the “smaller tangibles like postcards, comics, and clay min-
iatures” “because these days people like to have art that
they can use”. Vasudha, a lawyer, said she wanted the art
around her to remind her of a place, an experience or a
particular moment.Organisers of the ‘Paper and Play’ exhi-
bition, ongoing at Gallery XXL in Defence Colony until Au-
gust 22, said it was important to ensure that interest in the
exhibits was not limited to art collectors alone.So the least
expensive exhibit costs only Rs 100, Sarah Malik, who has
curated the show with Giulia Ambrogi and Priyanshi S., said.
“And the most expensive is a hand-painted work by (the
Japanese-American graffiti artist) AIKO which costs Rs 2
lakh.”

An exhibition with a political edge, open to all – to see,
interpret and buy A fire extinguisher artwork. (Express
Photo)More than 200 artworks are stickers, prints, and
matchboxes; around 500 are publications. “We want the
exhibition to be for students, culture workers, and anyone
who is interested in art,” Malik said.AIKO, who is a co-
founder of the artists’ collective FAILE, which came to be
known for wheatpasting and stencilling images around New
York City, said street graffiti offered her a language that was
“immediate, free, and alive”.

“A mural isn’t experienced in isolation, it is shaped by
the neighbourhood, the architecture, the people passing by,
and even the time of day. Viewers often discover the work
unexpectedly, which creates a more direct and spontane-
ous connection. You don’t need a ticket or an invitation to
experience it. For me, it’s about creating something that
captures attention while also encouraging people to pause,
reflect, and maybe see their surroundings a little differently,”
she told  over the phone from New York City.Khatra, the
artist who created the fire extinguisher artwork as part of a
2022-23 series on the emotional weight of safety in the post-
pandemic period, said he wanted to “turn a familiar emer-
gency object into something that invites attention and re-
flection, rather than disappearing into the background until
it is needed”.Khatra uses retroreflective vinyl which is used
in street signs and on trucks and taxis, along with spray
paint and paint markers, which are staples of street
art.‘Zines’ – short for magazine or fanzine; self-published
booklets that are usually made by hand or photocopied in

small numbers, with a focus on creative freedom rather than
profit – are an important part of the ‘Paper and Play’
exhibition.Debashish, an artist from Bangladesh, said the
nature of the exhibition allowed artists to choose those for
whom their art was intended. “These formats, posters, zines,
matchbox labels, packaging design…are not exclusively
designed for gallery walls or artistic establishments… When
I work with these forms, I’m making a decision about who
the work is for and how it should travel,” he said.

Co-curator Malik pointed out that posters, zines and
similar forms of visual communication were able to reach
people who may never enter a gallery in the normal course.
The language of visuals – brash and eye-catching – has
increasingly become part of protests, memes and political
culture online; it was a very prominent part, for example, of
last month’s GenZ and student protests at Jantar
Mantar.The political context of art stands out in the Paper
and Play exhibition. The names of the zines – ‘How To Write
(Not another hero) Journey’, ‘KNAP’, ‘Sports Sucks’ – the
text on exhibits such as matchboxes (‘Caution: May ignite
conversation’), and publications such as ‘Modernism/
Murderism’ and ‘Blaft’s Anthology of Gujarati Pulp Fiction’,
make a series of statements on caste discrimination, queer
identity, political resistance, and feminism.None of the works
carry description tags, and the name of the artist is taped
on the floor, so only those who seek them see them. “I think
it prods the viewer to question or think a little bit more about
the art in front of them,” Malik said. The point is to allow the
viewer to interpret the artwork without nudging them towards
a ‘right’ interpretation, they said.Sitting on the floor by a win-
dow, a student viewer said: “I don’t know where I can dis-
play these zines, but I am going to give them to my friends
to read. We can pass the matchbox around too, and sit on
that spray-painted chair. That chair would have been such
a hit at Jantar Mantar.”

Cyberabad Police's Vigilant Action: 329
Caught in Weekend Drunk-and-Drive Blitz
““Srikanth Devarakonda“06 Sept 2026““Cyberabad

Traffic Police conducted an extensive special drunk-and-
drive enforcement drive across the Cyberabad Police
Commissionerate limits over the weekend, booking 329
motorists for driving under the influence of alcohol.““Of
the total cases registered, 270 involved two-wheeler rid-
ers, 18 auto-rickshaw drivers and 41 car drivers. No cases
were reported against heavy vehicle drivers during the
special drive.““Based on the Blood Alcohol Concentra-
tion (BAC) levels recorded, 184 motorists were found with
alcohol levels between 36 mg/100 ml and 200 mg/100
ml, while 98 persons recorded BAC levels between 201
mg/100 ml and 300 mg/100 ml. Another 47 motorists were
found with BAC levels ranging from 301 mg/100 ml to
550 mg/100 ml.““The police said all the accused would
be produced before the court for further legal
proceedings.““Cyberabad Police reiterated that driving
under the influence of alcohol is a serious offence and
warned motorists against putting their own lives and those
of other road users at risk.““Police further cautioned that if
a person drives under the influence of alcohol and causes
a fatal accident, stringent legal action can be initiated
under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, includ-
ing provisions relating to culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder.““The Cyberabad Traffic Police urged mo-
torists to avoid drunk driving, use designated drivers or
alternative transportation, and strictly follow traffic safety
regulations.

‘Hindu Is a Nature’: RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat Highlights Acceptance and

Respect for Diversity

“Srikanth Devarakonda“06 Sept 2026““Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) Sarsanghchalak Dr. Mohan
Bhagwat highlighted the values of acceptance, respect
and diversity while speaking about the broader under-
standing of the term “Hindu.”““According to a message

shared as part of the “Celebration of Oneness”
programme in London, Bhagwat said that the word
“Hindu” cannot be understood merely through the prism
of religious practices or lifestyle.“““The word Hindu, we
cannot understand on the basis of any religious prac-
tice or a lifestyle. Hindu is a nature.”““Bhagwat further
described Hindu society as one that has the inherent
nature to accept and respect diversity, stressing that
different paths can ultimately lead towards a common
goal.““The message comes in the context of the RSS’s
emphasis on social harmony, cultural unity and the idea
of accommodating diverse traditions and
viewpoints.““The “Celebration of Oneness” programme
was held in London on Sunday, September 6, with the
message focusing on the importance of unity amid di-
versity. The statement also seeks to present Hindu
thought as an inclusive civilisational outlook rather than
being limited to a particular religious practice or way of
life.

2,000 pregnant women join mass Seemantham
programme in Jubilee Hills

“Hyderabad Correspon-
dent, September 6 (Indian
Chronicle): Nearly 2,000 preg-
nant women and children gath-
ered at Yousufguda for a mass
Seemantham and
Annaprasana programme
organised as part of Nutrition
Week, with Jubilee Hills MLA
V. Naveen Yadav extending
traditional gifts and support to
expectant mothers. The
programme was jointly
organised by Navayuva
Nirman and the Congress party
at Mohammed Function Hall.
Naveen Yadav presented
sarees, turmeric and kumkum
to pregnant women as part of
the Seemantham ceremony.
Planning Commission Vice-
Chairperson Gadwal
Vijayalakshmi joined the MLA
in conducting the
Annaprasana cer-
emony for infants and
offering blessings to
the children. The event
was attended by
TPCC president
Mahesh Kumar Goud,
Ministers Duddilla
Sridhar Babu and
Seethakka, Minority
leader Faheem
Qureshi, MP Anil Kumar Yadav, former MP Madhu Yaskhi Goud, MLC Addanki Dayakar and several Congress
leaders and elected representatives. The organisers said the programme sought to promote awareness of maternal
and child nutrition and provide support to women from economically weaker families.
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US eyes 65-billion-barrel Venezuela reserve

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
Washington: The United States is seeking to create

what Vice-President J.D. Vance described as an effective
65-billion-barrel oil reserve through a new arrangement with
Venezuela, with American companies expected to develop
production and US taxpayers receiving part of the
royalties.Vance presented the agreement as a way to in-
crease global oil supplies, reduce prices and strengthen
energy security at a time when Iranian attacks on commer-
cial shipping have disrupted markets.“We’re using, of course,
that successful Venezuela operation and some of the friend-
ships and some of the relationships that have developed in
the wake of that operation, to create what is effectively a
new 65 billion barrel of oil reserve for the United States of
America,” Vance told a White House press briefing. Vance
said private American companies would enter Venezuela

and generate substantial oil revenue.
“Obviously, that’s going to mean world oil markets get

only more supply that will lower costs for Americans,” he
said. “That means a lot of revenue is going to go to the
people of Venezuela.”The Vice-President said the agree-
ment had been negotiated by Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth and other admin-
istration officials. “Thanks to the deal struck by Marco and
Pete Hegseth and others in the administration, it actually
sets us up to where the American people will directly re-
ceive some of the royalties as well,” he said.Vance de-
scribed the arrangement as beneficial to Venezuelans,
American consumers and US taxpayers. “So it’s good for
Venezuelans. It’s good for anybody who’s buying gas, and
it’s good for the American taxpayer as well,” he said. “So
it’s very much a win-win thing.” The Vice President said the
agreement would also provide greater stability to energy
markets.Recent developments had demonstrated the im-
portance of securing dependable supplies of oil, gas, criti-
cal minerals and other resources, he said.Vance contrasted
the proposed reserve with the Biden administration’s use
of the US Strategic Petroleum Reserve. He accused the
previous administration of releasing oil to lower petrol prices
before the mid-term elections rather than responding to an
international emergency.“And what that meant is for Ameri-
cans, our Strategic Petroleum Reserve under the adminis-
tration got extraordinarily low,” he said. Venezuela pos-
sesses some of the world’s largest proven crude oil re-
serves. However, its production has been constrained by
years of underinvestment, deteriorating infrastructure, po-
litical instability and US sanctions.

Nvidia CEO donates $10
million for Nepal flood victims

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
Kathmandu:  Jensen Huang, Chief Executive Of-

ficer of US technology company Nvidia, has donated $10
million to Nepal’s Prime Minister Disaster Relief Fund to
support people affected by the devastating floods in the
Bhotekoshi River basin in Rasuwa district, Nepal’s Fi-
nance Minister Swarnim Wagle said.In a video message,
Wagle thanked Huang, Nvidia’s founder and CEO, for
the contribution, which he said had helped push total
donations to the Prime Minister Disaster Relief Fund
above NPR 10 billion ($66 million).

“On behalf of the government of Nepal, I’d like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude to Mr Jensen Huang for donat-
ing $10 million to the Prime Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund
in aid of flood victims,” Wagle said in the video message. “I
hope this sizable contribution, notable by any philanthropic
standard, will inspire many others to also contribute to this
noble cause.”The death toll from the devastating Rasuwa
floods has reached 1,259, while 5,053 people remain miss-
ing by Thursday evening, according to the latest situation
report released by the National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Authority (NDRRMA). Since the deadly

floods occurred last week, Nepal has been receiving vari-
ous forms of assistance from several countries and
agencies.Prime Minister Balendra Shah said in a social
media post on Thursday evening that neighboring India had
been providing all necessary forms of assistance from the
first day in various phases. “So far, India has provided 74
tonnes of relief and rescue materials in five phases. It has
also been deploying expert teams to the affected areas for
rescue operations,” he said.China has provided Nepal with
NPR 300 million and 50 tonnes of relief materials. In addi-
tion, the Government of Nepal has requested China to pro-
vide 30 Bailey bridges for the affected areas.According to
the Prime Minister, Pakistan is providing 86 tonnes of relief
materials. Sri Lanka has pledged $1 million in assistance.
Bangladesh is also preparing to send relief materials. The
United States has pledged $500,000 in assistance. Austra-
lia has pledged $1 million in cash assistance and is also
preparing to send a team, including experts and drone op-
erators, to Nepal soon.The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has already provided 83 tonnes of essential relief materials
and pledged up to $10 million in assistance. Qatar has also
provided 40 tonnes of relief materials, according to the Prime
Minister. The United Kingdom (UK) has announced 5 mil-
lion pounds sterling in assistance.Similarly, the European
Union’s Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations
(ECHO) has announced 2 million euro, Switzerland $1 mil-
lion, Denmark 3.5 million Danish kroner, Germany $2 mil-
lion, Ireland 500,000 euro, the Czech Republic 2.5 million
Czech koruna, and Norway 12.7 million Norwegian kroner
in assistance.France has provided emergency relief mate-
rials for 200 households in the affected areas. Luxembourg
and Latvia have also provided relief materials. In addition,
the World Bank has pledged $167 million in concessional
loans, while the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has
pledged $5 million in budgetary support (grant) and $150,000
in technical assistance.

Iranian strikes on Jordan test bonds between
US and one of its staunchest Mideast allies

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
Dubai: Jordan, a staunch US ally that hosts Ameri-

can forces in the Mideast, has paid a price for its relation-
ship with Washington, which has made the kingdom’s
military bases a target of repeat Iranian strikes.Hundreds
of drone and missile attacks have added to other strains
on Jordan that include a slumping economy and volatility
in the neighbouring West Bank, where Israeli settlers have
ramped up attacks on Palestinians.Despite the risk of
more strikes, Jordanian leaders say they are committed
to maintaining the relationship after decades of courting
deeper security ties with American officials and offering
to be a reliable partner with the West in a region rocked
by conflict. Analysts say the alliance offers Jordan a way
to guard against Iran’s attempts to destabilise its
neighbours.King Abdullah II of Jordan seemed to acknowl-
edge the need for such alliances last year, when he
warned that destabilisation fuelled by the COVID-19 cri-
sis, Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine and multiple
Israeli military campaigns in the Middle East could trig-
ger chaos far beyond the region.“We are living through
wave after wave of disruption, without pause,” he told
European lawmakers. “There is no telling where the
boundaries of this battleground will end. That, my friends,
is a threat to people everywhere.”Jordan embraces Wash-
ington to weather stormy Middle EastThe Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan is a puzzle-piece-shaped nation border-
ing Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Israel and the West Bank.
More than 11 million Jordanians live between the Jordan
River, the Red Sea and eastern deserts strewn with
ruins.Besides the threat from Iran, Jordan faces other
challenges, such as an economy that has buckled under
millions of refugees fleeing regional conflicts. Soaring
energy prices and inflation have added to the burden as
the tourism sector struggles to draw visitors to landscapes
lionized in Hollywood by Peter O’Toole, Harrison Ford
and Matt Damon.And next door, growing Israeli settler
violence in the West Bank is deeply unsettling to Jordani-
ans who fear instability could drive many of the 2.8 mil-
lion Palestinians there to flee into the kingdom, said Sean
Yom, a professor at Temple University and author of a

2025 book titled “Jordan: Politics in an Accidental Cru-
cible.”

Since taking the reins from his father, King Hussein,
in 1999, Abdullah has forged ever-stronger links between
his capital, Amman, and Washington. The monarch — a
fluent English speaker whose dynasty claims to be de-
scended from the Prophet Muhammad — enjoys wide-
spread support among world leaders and Democratic and
Republican lawmakers in the US.President Donald Trump
once called the king “one of the true great leaders of the
world.” Joe Biden also praised his leadership. First lady Jill
Biden was a guest at the wedding of Abdullah’s son Hussein
to a Saudi aristocrat in 2023. Pope Leo welcomed Abdullah
to the Vatican in 2025.As part of its partnership with the
West, Jordan provided logistical help and intelligence for
the US-led 2003 invasion of Iraq, and it contributed to the
fight against Islamic State militants in Syria and Iraq.

Amer Sabaileh, an independent Jordanian political
analyst, said Jordan’s alliance with the US is central to
Abdullah’s yearslong campaign to secure his kingdom
against danger, including from Iran.Jordanian elites see
Iran’s support of Shiite militias in Iraq, armed Palestinian
groups and Syrian drug traffickers as direct threats to the
royal court, Yom said.“Very few people in Jordan think the
Islamic Republic is good for the Middle East,” he said.US
military operations rely on a dozen sites in JordanAmman
and Washington signed a defence-cooperation agreement
in 2021 that granted US forces and contractors access to
12 military installations across the kingdom. The NATO
military alliance opened its first liaison office in the region in
Jordan in 2025.In the run-up to the Iran war, Jordan’s sprawl-
ing Muwaffaq Salti Air Base became “a key logistics hub”
for US C-17 transport planes and about 60 combat aircraft,
said David Schenker, a fellow at the Washington
Institute.“Jordan provides great strategic depth,” he said,
calling the kingdom’s position “essential” to the US cam-
paign against Iran. “This makes Jordan a target, not just
targeting US forces but also targeting the king.”About 50,000
US troops are currently deployed across the Middle East,
with an unknown number in Jordan. Schenker estimates
that at least 8 per cent, or USD 1.47 billion, of the kingdom’s
annual budget comes directly from US grants.Adm. Charles
Bradford, commander of the Pentagon department cover-
ing the Middle East, said in May that the US military had
relocated personnel and assets from its mission against
the Islamic State from Iraq to Jordan. The shift was part of
a broader, long-running strategy to put more distance be-
tween American forces and Iranian missiles.Those troops
were enough to draw fire to Jordan from the Islamic Re-
public. Most of the incoming missiles and drones were
knocked down by US air defences.Speaking Thursday in
Vienna, Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi defended
his country’s right to make its own decisions.“Iran has been
attacking us and many other countries in the region long
before even this war started,” he said,

 Two workers pulled out alive
from Trishuli 3A tunnel in Nepal

Kathmandu: Rescuers on Friday pulled out two men
alive from a tunnel at the Trishuli 3A Hydropower Project,
which was affected by last week’s deadly floods, raising
hopes that others could still be trapped inside. Nine days
after a deadly flash flood tore through the Trishuli River cor-
ridor, sweeping away everything in its path and causing
extensive damage to dozens of hydropower projects, two
men employed at the Trishuli 3A Hydropower Project were
rescued alive.The Secretariat of the Minister for Energy,
Water Resources and Irrigation confirmed that Kabir
Maharjan, 45, a supervisor for the Hydropower Automation
Project of Upper Trishuli 3A from Kathmandu, and Sanjaya
Sah, 30, a foreman from Saptari district, were rescued alive.

“They are being taken to hospital in Kathmandu after
being airlifted,” the secretariat said. Sah was rescued ear-
lier on Friday, followed by Maharjan, according to the latest
information received from the rescue operation.The rescue
followed an earlier breakthrough in which rescuers heard

voices from inside the tunnel and established communica-
tion with people believed to be trapped there.

The Nepal Army and Armed Police Force intensified
efforts to reach them after the voices were heard. Accord-
ing to local media reports, the rescue team called out to the
trapped workers, asking them not to panic, and sustained
efforts eventually paid off. The flash flood on August 26 swept
through the Trishuli River valley, killing at least 1,252 people,
while 5,053 people remained missing as of Thursday
evening, according to the latest situation report released by
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Authority (NDRRMA).The floods also damaged several hy-
dropower projects, including the 60 MW Upper Trishuli 3A
Project, as well as key road links. Search teams have since
been working in difficult conditions to locate people who may
have been trapped inside tunnels and other
structures.According to the minister’s secretariat, a joint
team of the Nepal Army and Armed Police Force, including
Chinese experts, has been deployed at the site. The team
has been using five excavators, compressors and break-
ers, while tunnel drilling and holing work has been intensi-
fied to clear access to the tunnel. A large rock was located
inside the tunnel, and blasting work was carried out to re-
move the obstruction and facilitate further search and res-
cue efforts.The Trishuli 3A hydropower plant was affected
by the devastating floods in the Trishuli and Bhotekoshi river
systems, which caused extensive damage to infrastruc-
ture in the region. The Independent Power Producers’ As-
sociation, an association of private-sector power develop-
ers, said on Thursday evening that as many as 945 people
working in 11 hydropower projects affected by the floods
remained out of contact.

US imposes new sanctions on
Cuba amid deepening energy crisis

Havana: The US government on Thursday slapped
new sanctions on Cuba in a fresh push to strangle the
island’s economy and deepen its multiple crises.Among
those hit with sanctions are Fidel Ernesto Castro, grand-
son of former President Raul Castro, and Cuba’s Oil Indus-
try Supply Import Company, known as Abapet. The com-
pany is responsible for importing specialised equipment and
spare parts needed to sustain Cuba’s crumbling power grid.

The sanctions aim to push Cuba’s critical machinery
offline and exacerbate its energy crisis, said Brett Erickson,
a sanctions expert and managing principal at Obsidian Risk
Advisors, a consulting firm.“The US is trying to really tighten
the screws as much as possible,” he said.“The Trump ad-
ministration seems to have no seriousness in accepting
any change from Cuba other than a toppling of the regime.
Marco is not going to let that go,” he added, referring to US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio.Erickson anticipated that
Cuba’s government would try to circumvent the sanctions
“because they have to”. “They’ll get creative in how they try
to procure these maintenance parts,” he said, warning that
it would be a costlier alternative, which in turn would raise
inflation and further hurt Cuba’s economy.

Islandwide blackouts have become increasingly com-
mon, while daily outages in Cuba now surpass 24 hours as
the aging grid fails and fuel reserves dwindle. This has oc-
curred ever since US President Donald Trump, in late Janu-
ary, threatened tariffs on any country that sells or provides
oil to the island.“The goal in theory is to create so much
civilian hardship and suffering that they have no option but
to essentially rise up and topple their government,” Erickson
said. “It is an attempt to cause a humanitarian crisis.”Talks
earlier this year between the US and Cuba have since
halted, while sanctions have increased in recent
months.Erickson said he expects the US to keep targeting
smaller and smaller state companies to try to push them
“into a death spiral”. The US has previously sanctioned
entities including Cuba’s state-owned oil and gas
company.The US State Department made the announce-
ment just hours after Cuban officials held a press confer-
ence to share more details on the historic economic re-
forms approved in June.When asked about the current situ-

ation in Cuba, Oscar Perez-Oliva Fraga, Cuba’s deputy
prime minister and minister of foreign investment, blamed
the US government.

“This past year has been very complex, and we know
why,” he said. “The blockade is a genocide.” He spoke be-
fore the sanctions were announced.Among the Cubans
exhausted by the ongoing outages is 49-year-old Yaqueline
Bernal. She said Thursday that she hasn’t had electricity
since Sunday and worries most about the consequences
for her eight young grandchildren.“If we don’t have power,
we don’t have water,” she said. “You really don’t know what’s
going to happen to you.”

Eugenio Martinez Enriquez, Cuba’s ambassador to
Mexico, condemned the sanctions on Thursday.“These
neofascists aim to win through attrition and to make life
unbearable for the people of Cuba,” he wrote on
X.Meanwhile, Rubio asserted on X that those sanctioned
“are part of the corrupt Castro financial and intelligence
network”.“Cuba’s Communist regime elites preside over a
failed state where ordinary Cubans go hungry while the
Castro family and other insiders enrich themselves through
sanctions evasion and other illicit schemes – and seek to
export subversive Marxist ideology to the United States and
other states in the Western Hemisphere,” he wrote.Trump
and I are unwavering in our commitment that Cuba will be
free.”

Deadly strike on Iranian wedding was likely a
direct hit by a US munition, analysis shows

LONDON/WASHINGTON - An explosion that ripped
through a wedding celebration in southern Iran on Tues-
day, killing four people and injuring at least 68 others, likely
resulted from a direct hit by a U.S. munition and not a rico-
chet off another target, according to an analysis by weap-
ons experts who reviewed images and video verified by
Reuters.

The incident in the small town of Kuhestak has reig-
nited concerns about the civilian toll in the U.S. war with
Iran and marks the most dramatic case since a missile
struck an Iranian primary school in February, killing scores
of children and teachers inside.The U.S. Central Command
had announced its forces carried out multiple strikes across
Iran’s south on Sept. 1, targeting Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps air defense sites, radar systems, and com-
munications facilities. The barrage came in retaliation for
earlier Iranian attacks on U.S. military assets around the
Gulf.On Thursday, U.S. Vice President JD Vance said the
United States was investigating the strike. “We’re investi-
gating it because obviously we care. We want to know,”
Vance said during a White House press briefing.The U.S.
military said it was aware of reports and was looking into
them.Iran’s delegation to the United Nations did not im-
mediately respond to a request for comment.On the night
of the attacks, dozens of residents had gathered in a home
in Kuhestak for a wedding ceremony, according to eye-
witnesses. During the party, a munition likely struck the
building’s roof, according to photos and video verified by
Reuters and reviewed by experts.Video taken after the strike
shows debris inside the home where a wedding ceremony
was held. Dress sandals are seen inside, along with color-
ful wedding decor in line with local customs. Social media
via REUTERSReuters shared video and images of the in-
cident with four military weapons experts who said the dam-
age was consistent with a direct hit, as opposed to second-
ary damage from a munition ricocheting off a separate tar-
get. Three of the experts said the munition was likely a U.S.
weapon, rather than an errant Iranian air defense missile.

One of the experts said the weapon may have simply
missed its objective.Given the number of bombs that have
been dropped, this does occur from time to time even with
the most sophisticated guidance systems,” said Gareth
Collett, a retired British Army brigadier who specialized in
counterterrorist bomb disposal and holds a doctorate in ex-

plosives engineering.After the strike, bloody shoes lay
amid the rubble, and wedding decorations that are com-
mon in that part of Iran were strewn about, the images
show.One eyewitness sent a voice note to Reuters mo-
ments after the strike, saying: “Kuhestak is destroyed.
Four, five, ten houses were destroyed. Many people are
under the rubble. God help us.”Local residents spoke on
condition of anonymity.    Kuhestak is destroyed. 4, 5, 10
houses were destroyed. Many people are under the
rubble. God help us.Local resident, voice note recorded
moments after the strikeTwo U.S. officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said that the U.S. military had
carried out strikes in the area of Kuhestak on Sept. 1,
specifically targeting the town’s telecommunications
tower.That tower is roughly 135 meters from the site of
the wedding celebration, according to satellite imagery.
The tower was hit at approximately 9:30 PM local time,
according to Iranian media.One of the U.S. officials said
the government is looking at various scenarios related to
the casualties at the wedding, including whether they
were caused by a U.S. strike, some sort of ricochet of an
Iranian air defense missile, or an errant interceptor
itself.The count of four deaths and 68 injuries came from
Balochestan Human Rights Documentation Network and
Haalvsh, which monitor and document human rights
abuses.Three of the people killed were guests of the wed-
ding – Kolsoom Mollahi Najhandania, 43; Zarkhatoon Taheri,
50; and four-year-old Amir Mohammad Karimi – according
to the groups. The fourth person, 16-year-old Mohammad
Mallahi, was killed while riding his motorcycle near the com-
munications tower.The names have also been confirmed
in Iranian media.The incident comes more than six months
after a missile destroyed a primary school in Minab on Feb.
28, hours after the start of the U.S. and Israeli attacks on
Iran that launched the current conflict. That hit killed more
than 175 children and teachers, according to Iranian
officials.The Pentagon has not publicly released the find-
ings of its investigation into the Minab strike, which was the
U.S. military’s biggest civilian casualty incident in decades.
But Reuters first reported on March 5 that ?an initial, inter-
nal U.S. military investigation showed U.S. forces were likely
responsible for that strike on the opening day of the war
with Iran.At approximately 9:30 PM local time on Sept. 1,
posts on social media started to circulate about an attack
on the local wedding.
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Political instability, constitutional change,
and the military’s hold over Pakistan

Indore water contamination: 20 new diarrhoea
cases detected during screening; 142 in hospitals

On December 4, 2025, Pakistan witnessed something
both familiar and unsettling. Field Marshal Asim Munir was
formally appointed the country’s first Chief of Defence Force
(CDF) while still serving as Chief of Army Staff (COAS).
Recent constitutional amendments handed him extensive
authority. Many analysts quietly described it as a silent coup,
as no military on the streets, no dramatic announcements,
just a slow tightening of control.By late 2025, Pakistan had
already experienced yet another shift in real power. The 27th
Amendment ushered in legal immunity, curtailed judicial
oversight, and centralised unprecedented authority in the
hands of the military leadership.

Gen. Asim Munir’s rise did not happen overnight. After
Operation Sindoor, where the public was told that Pakistan
gained the upper hand against India, his stature grew. His
meetings with world leaders, sometimes overshadowing the
civilian Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, reinforced the im-
pression that Pakistan’s elected government was no longer
steering the ship.

The first coupPakistan’s early years were turbulent.
After Partition in 1947, seven Prime Ministers came and went
within just 11 years. Behind these political tremors lay a
society divided along ethnic, linguistic, and regional lines.One
of the major factors behind political tension was language.
The founding fathers made Urdu the national language, con-
templating it to be a unifying force. However, Urdu was spo-
ken by only 3-5% of the population. Bangla, on the other
hand, was the mother tongue of more than 50%. In 1952,
widespread protests erupted in Dhaka demanding the rec-
ognition of Bangla and protesting the systemic neglect of
East Pakistan. This mobilisation on linguistic grounds gradu-
ally led to the rise of Sheikh Mujibur Rehman.

In 1958, a dramatic confrontation between Prime Min-
ister Feroz Khan Noon and President Iskander Mirza opened
the door for the military’s entry into politics. Mirza dismissed
the Prime Minister, imposed martial law, and appointed
General Ayub Khan as Chief Martial Law Administrator. Gen.
Ayub had his own ambitions. Within weeks, he ousted Mirza,
sent him abroad, and assumed control.Gen. Ayub justified
the takeover in his political autobiography, Friends not Mas-
ters. “From a soldier’s position. There would be large-scale
disturbances across the country, and the civil authority, al-
ready groaning under the heels of politicians, would be inca-
pable of dealing with the situation. It was the Army alone
that could step into the breach.” Thus, by imposing martial
law, Gen. Ayub thought he was shaping Pakistan’s destiny.In
1959, Gen. Ayub declared himself Field Marshal without
having won any war. It was Field Marshal Ayub Khan, who
later planned Operation Gibraltar and Grand Slam in 1965.
Operation Gibraltar was to invoke a local uprising in Kash-
mir, while Grand Slam aimed to capture Akhnoor, which,
according to him, was the “jugular vein of India”. These plans
failed. The war that followed left Pakistan shaken, and Gen.
Ayub politically vulnerable and unpopular across the coun-
try.

From Ayub to Yahya KhanAs the 1960s drew to a close,
Ayub’s rule became increasingly fragile. Economic inequal-
ity grew, protests erupted, and the once-popular military ruler
found himself unwelcome on the streets. In 1969, exhausted
and isolated, he handed power to another military chief,
General Yahya Khan.Gen. Yahya presided over Pakistan’s
first general elections in 1970, a moment filled with promise.
But when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman won a majority in East
Pakistan, while Zulfikar Ali Bhutto dominated the West, the
military and the West Pakistani elite refused to accept the
democratic outcome. What followed was brutal repression
in East Pakistan, a mass uprising, and eventually the 1971
war with India that ultimately left Pakistan divided, with the
emergence of Bangladesh. The defeat and surrender in
Dhaka dealt a severe blow to Pakistan’s national psyche.
Facing public anger and opposition within the army, Gen.
Yahya stepped down in December 1971.

The Zia yearsAs Pakistan attempted to rebuild, Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto emerged as the political leader. But even Bhutto’s
charisma and brilliance could not bridge Pakistan’s internal
divides. His political style alienated various groups, espe-
cially Urdu-speaking citizens who felt marginalised. More-
over, the disputed 1977 elections plunged the country into
chaos.At this juncture, Army Chief General Zia-ul-Haq seized
power under Operation Fair Play, ousted Bhutto, and later
sent him to the gallows — a wound that still aches in
Pakistan’s collective memory.Gen. Zia ruled for 11 years.
Always smiling in photographs, he combined discipline and
ruthlessness. Under his regime, blasphemy laws were tight-
ened, jihadist ideology took root, textbooks were rewritten,
and opponents were crushed. Contrarily, Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth improved, but Ayesha Siddiqa, in Military Inc.,
calls it “rentier economic growth,” fuelled by foreign aid and
the Afghan jihad rather than domestic strength. Smuggling
networks, weapons trafficking, and informal markets flour-
ished under Gen. Zia. It was also Gen. Zia who planned
terrorism in Kashmir.His death in a mysterious plane crash
in 1988 ended an authoritarian era, but not the military’s hold
over Pakistan’s destiny.

A General as Chief ExecutiveBenazir Bhutto won the
1988 elections, becoming the hope of a wounded nation.
But the Army establishment soon clipped her wings, and
her government fell within two years. The main reason was
that Benazir was asserting herself and developing differ-
ences with the then Army chief Mirza Aslam Beg.The 1990s
saw a cycle of hope and disappointment. Governments fell
one after another — Sharif, Benazir, Sharif again — as Pa-
kistan struggled to define democracy. In 1999, Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif reached out to India. The image of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s bus rolling into Lahore inspired many
across South Asia. But while the leaders extended hands of
peace, the Pakistani Army was planning something else.
General Pervez Musharraf secretly launched Operation
Koh-e-Paima (Kargil), hoping to seize strategic heights in
Kashmir. This operation, carried out during India’s peace
efforts, damaged Pakistan’s credibility and destroyed trust
between Gen. Musharraf and Mr. Sharif. By October 1999,
Gen. Musharraf overthrew the elected government.

Unlike past dictators, Gen. Musharraf presented him-
self as a reformer,?promoting media openness,
decentralisation, and “enlightened moderation.” But beneath
the modern veneer, the military footprint remained strong. A
series of crises, the suspension of Chief Justice Iftikhar
Chaudhry, the Lal Masjid siege, and Benazir’s tragic assas-
sination eroded Gen. Musharraf’s support. His party col-
lapsed in the 2008 elections, and he stepped aside.From
favourite to foeBetween 2008 and 2018, Pakistan saw four
Prime Ministers — Yosuf Raza Gilani, Raja Pravez Ashraf,
Nawaz Sharif, and Shahid Khaqan Abbasi — none com-
pleting a full term. The civilian–military tension remained a
defining feature of governance.In 2018, Imran Khan, once
the Army’s favourite, rose to power with promises of reform
and justice. Many in the Pakistani army believed he would
be different. But like Bhutto and Mr. Nawaz, he eventually
challenged the very institution that had helped elevate him.
The moment he tried to assert autonomy, he faced resis-
tance. Mr. Imran Khan became the first Pakistani Prime
Minister to be removed through a no-confidence vote. Soon
after, he was entangled in court cases, his party’s election
symbol was stripped, and he was jailed.Yet in the 2024 elec-
tions, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-backed independents won
more than 90 seats, a testament to his enduring popularity.
Even so, a coalition led by Shehbaz Sharif, supported im-
plicitly by the Army, formed the government.Mr. Imran Khan
remains popular but powerless, a reminder that in Pakistan,
public support alone does not guarantee political
survival.Why the pattern persists

Since its birth, Pakistan’s civilian governments have
struggled to control the state. The early loss of Jinnah, deep
ethnic and linguistic divides, corruption, radicalisation, geo-
political entanglements, and the persistent weakness of ci-
vilian institutions have all allowed the military to emerge as
the country’s most cohesive and powerful organisation.The
rise of Gen. Asim Munir is, therefore, not extraordinary. It is
simply another chapter in the same story.Until Pakistan re-
builds its political institutions, heals its internal divides, and
strengthens civilian governance, the cycle will continue, and
the military will remain the shadow behind every govern-
ment — silent, steady, and always present.Dhananjay
Tripathi Teaches International Relations and Tabshir Shams
is Pursuing his MA in International Relations, South Asian
University, New Delhi

As many as 142 people are currently hospitalised amid
an outbreak of diarrhoea caused by contaminated drinking
water in Indore, including 11 in ICUs, even as 20 new pa-
tients were detected during screening of over 9,000 people
in Bhagirathpura area, the ground zero of infection.Health
teams examined 9,416 individuals from 2,354 households
during an ongoing survey in Bhagirathpura, where six per-
sons have lost their lives due to contaminated water, and
identified 20 fresh cases, officials said on Sunday (January
4, 2026).According to officials, 398 patients had been ad-
mitted to hospitals so far following the outbreak. Of them,
256 patients have been discharged after recovery.They
stated that 142 patients are currently undergoing treatment
in hospitals, including 11 admitted to intensive care units
(ICUs).The outbreak is under control now, they added.Indore
water contamination: 20 new diarrhoea cases detected dur-
ing screening

As many as 142 people are currently hospitalised amid
an outbreak of diarrhoea caused by contaminated drinking
water in Indore, including 11 in ICUs, even as 20 new pa-
tients were detected during screening of over 9,000 people
in Bhagirathpura area, the ground zero of infection. | Video
Credit: The HinduChief Medical and Health Officer Dr.
Madhav Prasad Haasani said a team from the Kolkata-based
National Institute for Research in Bacterial Infections (NIRBI)
has arrived in Indore to probe the health crisis.He said ex-
perts from NIRBI, which is affiliated with the Indian Council
of Medical Research, are providing technical support to the
health department to contain the outbreak.The administra-
tion has confirmed six deaths so far. Mayor Pushyamitra
Bhargava had put the death toll at ten, whereas locals
claimed that 16 people, including a six-month-old child, died
due to the diarrhoea outbreak.Amid the outrage over deaths,
the Congress staged bell-ringing protests across Madhya
Pradesh demanding the resignation of senior Minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya over the usage of the word "ghanta"
while responding to reporters' questions about the develop-
ments in Indore.

Mr. Vijayvargiya sparked a row on the night of Decem-
ber 31 when he responded with the expression “ghanta” to a
question by reporters on camera when asked about the water
contamination crisis.The Congress demanded a judicial in-
quiry and sacking of Mr. Vijayvargiya, who holds the Urban
Development and Housing portfolios, since Bhagirathpura
is part of his Indore-1 Assembly constituency.State Con-
gress president Jitu Patwari threatened to launch an agita-
tion on January 11 if the party's demands for rectification
measures were not met.He demanded registration of a cul-
pable homicide case against Indore Mayor Pushyamitra
Bhargava and concerned civic officials."Sixteen persons
have died. These deaths are the murder of the mandate that
people gave to the BJP in the previous elections. There must
be a judicial probe into the deaths caused by contaminated

drinking water, and those guilty should be given strict pun-
ishment," Mr. Patwari told reporters.He claimed residents
of Bhagirathpura had been complaining for the past eight
months that contaminated water was coming from munici-
pal tap connections, but no action was taken."They are also
saying water currently being supplied through municipal
tankers in Bhagirathpura is also contaminated," Mr. Patwari
alleged.Meanwhile, a sub-divisional magistrate (SDM) in
neighbouring Dewas was suspended on Sunday for alleg-
edly referring to a minister's (read Vijayvargiya) controver-
sial remark and Congress's allegations in an official order
amid the Indore water contamination crisis, officials
said.Ujjain division revenue commissioner Ashish Singh
suspended the SDM on charges of serious negligence, in-
difference, and irregularities in the discharge of official
duties.The officials said the SDM had issued a government
order on Saturday (January 3, 2026) to deploy subordinate
revenue officers to maintain law and order in view of a Con-
gress protest held in Dewas."The wording of a portion of the
Congress memorandum was copied verbatim in the SDM’s
order issued for official purposes. This amounts to serious
negligence," an official told PTI.

The Congress memorandum had targeted the BJP
government and stated that Mr. Vijayvargiya’s use of the
objectionable word reflected “inhumanity and
authoritarianism.The word "Ghanta" has different shades of
meaning, but in common parlance, its usage conveys
nonsense.Renowned water conservationist Rajendra Singh
termed the deaths due to contaminated drinking water a
"system-created disaster," alleging that deep-rooted corrup-
tion is to blame for the tragedy.Watch: Indore water tragedy
sparks protests, officials suspendedThe Magsaysay Award
winner, popularly known as the "Waterman of India," ex-
pressed alarm that such a crisis could unfold in Indore, which
has been consistently ranked as India's cleanest city."If such
a tragedy can occur in the country's cleanest city, it shows
how serious the condition of drinking water supply systems
must be in other cities," Mr. Singh told PTI.Government of-
ficials admitted the sewage overflow from the toilet spilled
over into the water mains, causing the outbreak of severe
episodes of vomiting and diarrhea."Indore's contaminated
drinking water crisis is a system-created disaster. To save
money, contractors lay drinking water pipelines in close
proximity to drainage lines," Mr. Singh claimed.

He alleged "corruption” has ruined the entire system.
The Indore tragedy is the direct result of this corrupt sys-
tem, he added.“The year-on-year decline in groundwater
levels in Indore is the most worrying. I visited Indore for the
first time in 1992. Even then, I had asked how long the city
would depend on water from the Narmada river?" Mr/ Singh
said.A large amount of money is lost to corruption in the
project to bring Narmada water to Indore from 80 kilometres
away, the water conservationist charged.Indore depends on
the Narmada River for its water needs. Through pipelines
laid by the municipal corporation, water from the Narmada
river is brought to Indore from Jalud in neighbouring Khargone
district, located 80 km away, and supplied to households on
alternate days.According to civic officials, around ?25 crore
is spent every month from the municipal corporation's trea-
sury only on electricity bills for this project.The huge expen-
diture involved in the project can also be gauged from state-
ments made by Mayor Pushyamitra Bhargava.During a
seminar in the city on June 27, 2024, Mr. Bhargava had
said, "Ever since I became mayor, I have been joking that
Indore is one of the richest cities in Asia because we drink
water that costs ?21 per kilolitre and also let it flow waste-
fully. We are not drinking water, but ghee.

SBI to promote India-
Israel trade in rupee

Amid deepening strategic ties and discussions around
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India and Israel gain-
ing momentum, the State Bank of India (SBI), the only In-
dian bank with a presence in Israel, is looking to facilitate
bilateral trade in Indian rupees."In view of India's significant
trade flows from/to its partner countries and growing inter-
est among the global trading community to trade in the In-
dian rupee, it has been envisaged by our banking regula-
tors, i.e. Reserve Bank of India, to permit Indian banks to
facilitate settlement of exports and imports of their respec-
tive corporate clientele in INR. Israel has been identified as
one of the partner countries under this mechanism," CEO
of SBI Israel, V. Manivannan, told PTI.Israeli entities under-
taking exports/imports through this mechanism shall receive
and make payments in INR, which shall be credited into the
Special Rupee Vostro Account (SRVA), against invoices
for the supply/purchase of goods or services from the Is-
raeli seller/buyer, the SBI executive said.

"SBI Tel Aviv has all the requisite approvals in place to
facilitate these transactions", he added.The SBI branch has
held several meetings and organised webinars recently in
collaboration with the Israel-India Chamber of Commerce
to promote trade in rupees. It has also involved most of the
major defence entities in Israel in these discussions.Indian
workers in Israel

With more than 40,000 Indian workers joining the Is-
raeli workforce recently, SBI is also looking to facilitate the
flow of remittances to India by facilitating the opening of their
NRI accounts in India at its Tel Aviv branch."There has been
an influx of the Indian workforce in the Israeli labour market,
especially in construction and agriculture. SBI Tel Aviv is
now facilitating the services for the Indian diaspora by con-
necting them with NRI accounts facility on the Indian side
and exploring collaborating with fintech and local banks to
facilitate their INR remittance business," Mr. Manivannan
said.SBI opened its branch in Israel in 2007 and has since
managed to retain a full-fledged operation, demonstrating
resilience in the face of the pandemic and more than two

years of turmoil in the region due to the ongoing war.It has a
presence in 29 countries through 241 'points of presence'
outside India.Situated in the Diamond Exchange in Ramat-
Gan, next to Tel Aviv, the SBI Branch caters to local
corporates offerings trade finances, bank guarantees for
India-related projects, business account and related
operations."As cooperation between India and Israel is on
the rise, the branch is already acting as a bridge to facilitate
activities. With SBI's vast global network (across all time
zones and correspondent relationships across the globe),
support from SBI Treasury and connect with India, presents
a unique capability and outreach for local corporates deal-
ing with India or any other part of the world," the SBI CEO
noted.The branch is committed to further strengthening the
connection with its present and prospective clientele and be
a trusted partner in their business endeavours, the execu-
tive added.Pushing for economic collaborationThe push for
rupee trade comes at a time when both countries are mak-
ing efforts towards realising the full potential of economic
collaboration.External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar visited
Israel in December following the visit of Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush Goyal in November.

Presentations at work:
Where influence often begins

It was a glass-walled boardroom on the 18th floor of a
large enterprise client’s office. The kind of room where ev-
ery decision carries reputational risk.The sales leader had
prepared well.As he presented, the room stayed calm. Heads
nodded. Notes were taken.Halfway through, the client leaned
back and said, “This is interesting. But help me understand
what should I do differently after this?”The seller moved to
the next slide. Internally, he felt a bit of discomfort. Maybe
the value will land by the end, he told himself.When the pre-
sentation ended, the client smiled and said, “Thank you. We’ll
come back to you.”Walking out of the building, the seller felt
uneasy with his shoulders drooping. Not rejected. Just…
unclear.

Two weeks later, after follow ups, the client got back
saying -? ‘we don’t have the budget’.? Looking back, the
problem wasn’t trust. The client trusted him enough to give
time and attention. The problem was influence.The presen-
tation had explained the solution, but it hadn’t helped the cli-
ent see their problem differently or feel confident about a
decision. And that is why, even in 2026, sales presentations
still decide outcomes.In sales, most deals are not lost be-
cause the product is weak or the price is high. They are lost
because the seller failed to influence the audience in the right
moment. That moment is almost always the presentation.In
2026, a sales presentation is no longer about informing pros-
pects. Buyers arrive informed. What they are evaluating in-
stead is clarity, credibility, and confidence. In other words,
they are deciding whether you can influence their thinking
and help them make a safe decision.This is why presenta-
tions continue to sit at the heart of successful sales, not as
slide decks, but as influence tools.Influence is the real ob-
jective of a sales presentationMany sales professionals
believe presentations are meant to “explain” offerings. That
belief is outdated.A modern sales presentation has one job:
to influence how the buyer frames the problem, evaluates
options, and chooses next steps.Buyers today are over-
whelmed: with data, vendors, opinions, and internal pres-
sure. In such an environment, the seller who brings clarity
influences the room. The seller who structures thinking in-
fluences the decision.This is where presentations quietly win
or lose deals.Attention has shrunk. Influence
hasn’t.Research shows that audience disengagement be-
gins within seconds if relevance isn’t established early. Buy-
ers don’t lack intelligence, they lack patience. They are scan-
ning for signals:Do you understand my problem?

Can you simplify complexity?
Are you helping me decide, or just selling?If the an-

swer isn’t clear quickly, influence is lost, no matter how good
the solution is. This is why influence today is not about per-
suasion or pressure. It is about earning attention through
relevance.

Why most sales presentations fail to influence
Despite years of experience, many sales teams still

struggle to influence their audience during presentations. The
reasons are consistent:

1. Seller-centric narratives

Presentations often start with company history, fea-
tures, or credentials. The buyer is forced to wait to see rel-
evance. Influence drops before it even begins.

2. Information overload
Long decks filled with data create cognitive fatigue. In-

stead of influencing clarity, they create confusion.
3. Generic storytelling
A standard deck signals a standard understanding.

Buyers feel spoken at, not spoken to.
4. Lack of presence
Influence is not only in slides — it’s in how confidently

and calmly the seller guides the conversation, handles ques-
tions, and pauses at the right moments.

Influence starts with a mindset shiftAs I like to put it:
“The moment you shift your thought process from, ‘Selling
is convincing’ to ‘Selling is helping’, the pressure eases and
you are more relaxed.”This mindset shift is critical because
influence does not come from force. It comes from helping
the audience think better.When sellers stop trying to con-
vince and start trying to help, their tone changes, their struc-
ture improves, and their presence becomes more assured.
Buyers sense this immediately.How to influence your audi-
ence through sales presentationsInfluence in presentations
is built deliberately, not accidentally. Here’s what works to-
day:1. Frame the buyer’s problem better than they
canInfluence begins when the buyer feels understood. Start
by articulating their challenge clearly, including risks they
may not have fully verbalised. When you help buyers see
their problem more clearly, you earn the right to propose a
solution.2. Lead with insight, not featuresFeatures inform.
Insights influence. An insight changes how the buyer looks
at their situation and positions you as a thinking partner, not
a vendor.3. Structure thinking for the roomA strong presen-
tation guides the audience through a logical journey:What’s
happeningWhy it mattersWhat changes if nothing is
doneWhat a better path looks likeWhat the next step should
beThis structure reduces uncertainty and reducing uncer-
tainty is a powerful form of influence.4. Use stories to make
meaning stickStories translate information into memory. A
short, relevant example often influences more than a slide
full of numbers because it makes outcomes tangible.5. In-
vite participation
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Where does India stand
on acid attacks? | Explained

When a Delhi court acquitted the three main accused
in a vicious 2009 acid attack case on December 24, 2025,
it was not just a devastating end to the 16-year battle for
justice fought by survivor and social activist Shaheen Malik,
but also shone a harsh light on the legal and judicial sce-
nario facing acid attack survivors in the country. Ms. Malik
was a 26-year-old MBA student and counsellor in Panipat
when she was attacked outside her workplace. She under-
went 25 reconstructive surgeries and lost vision in one eye,
but continued her legal battle through it all. She plans to
appeal the verdict in the Delhi High Court but says the ver-
dict will discourage other survivors from seeking justice.
Hers is not an isolated story: of 703 acid attack cases in
the courts in 2023, the last year for which data is available,
there were 16 convictions and 27 acquittals.

What are acid attacks? How often do they take place?
An acid attack is an assault where a corrosive sub-

stance is thrown on a person with the intention of harming
them. Sulphuric, hydrochloric, and nitric acid are the most
commonly used substances, though others are also used.
Such attacks, which can melt the skin and flesh, exposing
and even dissolving bones, can cause excruciating pain,
severe burns, scarring, blindness and other disabilities,
maiming and other deformities, disfigurement, especially
on the face, or even put a victim into a permanent vegeta-
tive state. Apart from the physical injuries, acid attacks
cause significant psychological trauma and socio-economic
harm. The majority of the victims of acid attacks in India
are women and young girls, while perpetrators are almost
always men, making this a form of gender-based violence.
Children are also collateral damage at times when standing
next to the intended victim. An analysis of 55 cases in India
commissioned by the U.K.-based Acid Survivors Trust In-
ternational (ASTI) in 2024 found that in cases with women
victims, motives were related to personal relationship is-
sues in three-fourths of the cases. They were often revenge
attacks against women who had spurned romantic or sexual
advances by men. Dowry-related disputes, suspicions of
infidelity, and domestic abuse are also cited as motives. In
a few cases, property disputes, professional jealousy, and
political rivalry were involved, and these were more com-
mon motives in the case of male victims.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau,
there were 207 reported cases of acid attacks in India in
2023, the last year for which data is available, an increase
from 202 in 2022 and 176 in 2021. There were also 65 cases
of acid attack attempts. The crime is severely underreported
due to societal stigma, family pressure, and fear of retalia-
tion. ASTI estimates that there are likely 1,000 attacks per
year in India.In 2023, 57 reported acid attacks took place in
West Bengal, 31 in Uttar Pradesh and 15 in Gujarat, the
three worst affected States according to the NCRB. Re-
searchers say that apart from patriarchal attitudes and poor
law enforcement, the geographical prevalence of acid at-
tacks is also linked to the location of industries which use
acid, including textiles and rubber, making the substances
easily available.

What are the laws against acid attacks in India?
After the Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in Laxmi

vs Union of India, 2013, the Indian Penal Code was amended
to include specific sections on acid attacks, moving the
crime out of sections on general injuries. With the IPC be-
ing replaced by the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in 2023, the
crime is now covered by Section 124, which mandates a
punishment of a minimum of ten years in prison up to life
imprisonment, and a “just and reasonable” fine to meet the
victim’s medical expenses. An acid attack attempt is to be
punished by five to seven years imprisonment. The law also
requires all public and private hospitals to provide first aid
and medical treatment to acid attack victims, free of cost.
Failure to do so is punishable with one year imprisonment
and/or a fine.The Supreme Court’s 2013 order also man-
dated that the availability and sale of acid is to be regulated,
with buyers needing to produce a photo ID and sellers re-
quired to keep a register of such purchases. However, this
is poorly implemented in most States.

Ms. Malik’s 16-year saga is a brutal lesson in how the
law is actually implemented when a survivor goes to court.
“There is a complete failure of the system. Just the fact that
I did not get a verdict for 16 years when the case should
have been completed in six months is a denial of justice.
The police investigation was shoddy, there was evidence
that was ignored, there was extreme judicial insensitivity…
The judge even falsely accused me of having an emotional
relationship with the accused,” she told The Hindu. “The
investigating officer pushed me to settle the case instead of
taking it to court and the accused offered me crores of ru-
pees. I did not take one paisa because I wanted my rights,
not money… Who will be willing to go to court after this?”
she asks, noting that not one of the 300 survivors supported
by her Brave Souls Foundation has yet secured a convic-
tion in their trials, though most have been offered out-of-
court settlements. Ms. Malik also had to go to court to get
the ?3 lakh she is entitled to from the State as compensa-
tion, receiving the money nine years after the crime.In 2023,
the NCRB reported that police were investigating 113 acid
attack cases, along with 53 cases pending from the previ-
ous year, and 86 cases were chargesheeted and sent for
trial. There were 649 cases pending trial from the previous
year. The accused were convicted in only 16 cases, in-
cluding pending cases, while 27 cases saw acquittal in the
course of the year.

What steps are needed to end this crime and support
survivors?

Survivors have called for a more comprehensive ban
on the sale of acid and stricter implementation of the exist-
ing rules. “The sub-divisional magistrate is responsible for
monitoring acid sale; has even one SDM been punished for
illegal sales? In Bangladesh, a shop is sealed within 30 days
if they are openly selling acid,” says Ms. Malik. The
neighbouring country passed stringent laws against acid
sale and attack in 2002, accompanied by large-scale pub-
lic awareness campaigns, after which the number of re-
ported attacks has fallen 15% to 20% each year, according
to the Acid Survivors Foundation of Bangladesh; from 494
attacks in 2002, there were only 13 attacks in
2024.Sensitisation of judges, public prosecutors and judges,
fast track courts, legal support and counselling for victims,
and penalisation of judicial delays is essential for improving
conviction rates and creating a stronger deterrent. Com-
pensation amounts need to be paid within months so that
survivors can access treatment. The Justice J.S. Verma
Committee’s recommendations for a national fund to cover
lifelong medical, psychological, educational, and skilling
needs of survivors must be implemented for comprehen-
sive rehabilitation.

Ending child marriages in Bengal:
From a ‘hopeless end’ to endless hope

It was during an afternoon in June 2025 that Monija
Khatun, a student in class 11, decided to dial the helpline
number 1098. She was reporting the wedding of a 14-year-
old classmate that had been fixed with an adult man. “One
day she told me in school that she did not want to get mar-
ried,” Monija says. After that call, the police intervened, and
the marriage was prevented.During the year 2025, Monija,
a student of Gajdharpara High School, prevented six child
marriages, including two of her classmates. “They were
minors, but wanted to run away from home and get mar-
ried. After the intervention of the authorities, their marriage
was stopped. They still come to school but do not talk to
me,” she says.

Earlier this year, Monija was one of 18 girls honoured
by the Murshidabad District administration as a
‘Kanyashree Yodhya’ (girl warrior). The local newspapers
covered it, she says, but she has no photograph or news-
paper coverage of the event.In 2013, the West Bengal gov-
ernment launched the Kanyashree Scheme, a conditional
cash transfer programme to improve the status of girls and
reduce child marriage. While the number of beneficiaries of
the scheme has almost touched 1 crore, child marriage
continues to be a challenge for policymakers in the State.

Murshidabad is one of West Bengal’s economically
poorer districts. Here, men migrate to work outside the State
and women roll beedis to add to their family income. The
district has one of the highest numbers of child marriages
in the State. The National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-
5) records that 55.4% of women between 20 and 24 years
were married before the age of 18 years in Murshidabad
district, among the highest in the country. In West Bengal,
NFHS-5 figures state that 42% of women in this age group
were married before they became adults.Now, of the 254
gram panchayats in Murshidabad, seven have been identi-
fied as child-marriage-free: five are in Berhampur block and
two in Hariharpara block. This means that there has been
no reported case for six months prior. In the campaign
against the practice are girls like Monija, non-profits, and
the administration.On a December afternoon, Monija, along
with a dozen students, 10 girls and two boys, is engaged in
a workshop on gender in a classroom at Gakunda Primary
School. The classrooms are decorated with photographs
of national icons: thinker Swami Vivekananda, writer Kazi
Nazrul Islam, and India’s second President Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, among others.

On a piece of chart paper, two groups of students try
to determine what society’s gender roles for boys and girls
are. ‘Boys ride a bike, girls do not ride a bike;’ ‘Boys go to
work outside;’ ‘Girls cook, boys do not cook,’ the children
write in Bengali.Sanchita Malo, a social worker and Mousumi
Khatun, a Kanyashree Warrior during a workshop on Gen-
der at  Gakunda Primary School at Bhakuri 2-gram
panchayat in Behrampore block of Murshidabad district. The
gram panchayat has been declared Child Marriage Free by
the District authorities with no child marriage recorded in
the past six months.Sanchita Malo, a social worker and
Mousumi Khatun, a Kanyashree Warrior during a workshop
on Gender at  Gakunda Primary School at Bhakuri 2-gram
panchayat in Behrampore block of Murshidabad district. The
gram panchayat has been declared Child Marriage Free by
the District authorities with no child marriage recorded in
the past six months. | Photo Credit: Shiv Sahay SinghA
social worker poses a few questions to the boys. “Do you
think women should work? Will you want your wife to work?,”
the social worker asks. The older boy answers, “No, I do
not want my wife to work. If she has money, then she will
give me attitude.”

At Gakunda Primary School, children and young adults
hold sessions on gender every month. It is at these ses-
sions that the children are told about child marriage and the
1098 helpline. Mousumi Khatun, a class 12 student who is
regular at these sessions, says that girls whose marriages
are fixed suddenly stop talking to friends, stop attending
school. “One day we suddenly hear that they are at their in-
laws’ place,” she says.About a year ago, Mousumi had to
fight her own battle. She still remembers the date: March
21, 2024. “I did not have a father, so my family told me I
would have to get married. I was 17 years old then and told
them I’d go to the police if they forced me,” Mousumi says.
Like Monija, Mousumi is also a Kanyashree Yodha, and
was honoured by the Murshidabad District Administration
for her fight against child marriage.Two girls who have been
honoured as Kanyashree Warriors by the Murshidabad Dis-
trict Administration outside Gakunda Primary School at
Bhakuri 2-gram panchayat in Behrampore block of
Murshidabad district. The gram panchayat has been de-
clared Child Marriage Free by the District authorities with
no child marriage recorded in the past six months.Two girls
who have been honoured as Kanyashree Warriors by the
Murshidabad District Administration outside Gakunda Pri-
mary School at Bhakuri 2-gram panchayat in Behrampore
block of Murshidabad district. The gram panchayat has been
declared Child Marriage Free by the District authorities with
no child marriage recorded in the past six months. | Photo
Credit: Shiv Sahay Singh

Prevention and prosecutionOutside the two-storeyed
blue and white office of Bhakuri II gram panchayat, declared
child-marriage free, there is a newly erected plaque in
Bengali, which declares the gram panchayat child-marriage
free. It also warns that if any incident of child marriage comes
to light, action will be taken. Inside the panchayat office, the
pradhan (head), Chameli Bibi, and deputy pradhan Dibyendu
Mondal say that getting to this point has been an uphill task.

“We have involved schools, local community leaders,
even temples and mosques to ensure that we put an end to
the practice. At a panchayat level, we try to tell people how
child marriage is not in the interest of the mother and child.
When nothing works, we tell family members that they will

be booked by the police,” Chameli says. Announcements
are made from mosques after Friday prayers to tell people
not to marry their children young.Soma Bhowmick, former
chairperson of Child Welfare Committee of Murshidabad
district, has dealt with the issue of child marriage from close
quarters. Bhowmick who runs Suprava Panchashila Mahila
Uddyog Samity (SPMUS), a non-government organisation,
says that some Imams who have conducted child marriages
have been booked under the Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act, 2006 (PCMA). Bhowmick explains that there are two
ways to combat child marriage: prevention and
prosecution.Bhowmick has been interacting with Priyanka
Biswas of the British Asian Trust, a non-profit that runs
Kawach, a programme for overall child development. One
of its missions is to stop child marriage in West Bengal and
other States of the country. Bhowmick says that of late,
there has been a hike in cases of girls eloping and getting
married.

Once a girl below the age of 18 is married, not only
can her parents be booked under PCMA, but the boy or the
man she marries can also be charged with Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO), a strin-
gent law that makes bail difficult. Bhowmick and other so-
cial workers debate on which is the better approach to com-
bat child marriage: community-driven prevention or
prosecution.Both Bhowmick and Biswas, however, agree
that once FIRs are registered and minor girls sent to State-
run homes, which lack basic infrastructure, it becomes dif-
ficult for them to return to regular life. “It is usually after a
fight in the family that a girl decides to run away,” Biswas
says, reflecting on her years of experience in the field of
child protection.Bengal, UNICEF focus on community par-
ticipation to end child marriageThe fallout of child marriage

Despite the challenges, it is women who are at the
forefront of the fight against child marriage. Four of the five
gram panchayats in Berhampur that have been declared
child marriage-free are administered by women.Not far from
Bhowmick’s office is that of the panchayat of Niralispara
Goaljan Gram Panchayat, which was declared child mar-
riage-free in October 2025. A poster against child marriage
hangs outside. Usnahara Bibi, the pradhan, says that fight-
ing child marriage was like fighting polio. “Even if there is
one reported case of child marriage, the gram panchayat
will no longer be child-marriage free,” she says.Surrounded
by Anganwadi and ASHA workers from the gram panchayat,
Usnahara says that they play a crucial role in preventing
child marriage. Kanak Bhattacharya, an Anganwadi worker
for the past three decades, says, “I tell the women that if a
tree starts to flower before a particular age, the flowers don’t
bloom properly. There are several complications associ-
ated with early pregnancy. The children are born under-
weight, and such pregnancies are also a risk to
women.”Teenage pregnancies, which are an outcome of
child marriage, are a major challenge. Arjun Dutta, the dis-
trict child protection officer (DCPO) of Murshidabad district,
points out that “teenage pregnancies were as high as 21%
in the district in 2024-25” as per the HMIS (Health Manage-
ment and Information System) portal. “After the district ad-
ministration started an aggressive campaign against child
marriage in mid-2025, teen pregnancies have reduced to
17% in both Berhampur block and Hariharpara block,” says
Dutta.

Sitting in a small office in the district administrative
complex, Dutta carefully reads figures on the number of
child marriages that have been prevented in the district:
between June and December, the number stands at 1,081,
he says, quoting from the Government of West Bengal’s
Child Marriage Reporting and Tracking System (CMRTS)
portal. In Murshidabad, this number was 471 for 2024-25.
Across its two police districts, Murshidabad and Janipur,
the district recorded 118 FIRs for child marriage and 152
cases under POCSO, between May and October 2025.A
poster highlighting the practices of child marriage and child
labour, drawn in a child-like scrawl, hangs across the wall
behind the DCPO’s chair. Dutta says that with children hav-
ing access to cell phones and the internet, the number of
elopement cases is on the rise. He speaks about a minor
girl from a village in Murshidabad who was rescued from
Haryana. “I feel that there is a need for schools to have
counsellors with whom children can interact daily,” he
says.Girls at the forefrontMurshidabad’s Additional District
Magistrate (Development) Chirantan Pramanik says that
there is a need for “drastic steps” to put an end to child
marriage. He says anyone through the chain of involve-
ment is being booked: parents, priests, decorators, cater-
ers, and even panchayat functionaries. Referring to the large
map of Murshidabad district in his office, he adds that blocks
bordering Bangladesh have traditionally recorded higher
instances of child marriages. “We have done enough aware-
ness and sensitising. People are aware. The only way (to
combat child marriage) is action,” the ADM says.Arjun Dutta
District Child Protection Officer Murshidabad. Seven-gram
panachayts across two blocks in Murshidabad have been
declared child marriage free in the past six months. The
district administration has prevented 1081 child marriages
in the district.Arjun Dutta District Child Protection Officer
Murshidabad. Seven-gram panachayts across two blocks
in Murshidabad have been declared child marriage free in
the past six months. The district administration has pre-
vented 1081 child marriages in the district. | Photo Credit:
Shiv Sahay SinghIn the middle of the conversation, the ADM
calls junior officials and says that there have been reports
of seven child births at Lalbagh Subdivisional Hospitals,
where the mothers are minors. He directs that FIRs be reg-
istered. However, a few days after his orders, no FIR was
registered, because this would book the fathers of the new-
borns under POCSO. Across West Bengal, the focus has
by and large shifted from punishment to prevention, from
fear-driven compliance to shared responsibility for child pro-
tection.

Nupur Biswas, a class 12 student at Nimtala High
School in Berhampur, says her mother was married when
she was only 14 years old. After her father died in 2019, her
mother ensured that she went to school. Idris Ali, the block
coordinator, says that Nupur is a good student who runs a
Kanyashree club at her school.Nupur, one of the 18
Kanyashree Yodha, has pasted notes on an unplastered,
unpainted wall in front of her study desk at home, in Shibpur
village, in Hathinagar gram panchayat. “My target: only for
B.Sc Nursing 2026,” says one note. On another, a number
of mathematics formulae. On one piece of paper in bold
letters, is: “Hopeless end or endless hope”.The wall in front
of the reading desk of Nupur Biswas, a Class XII student
and Kanyashree Warrior. A paper on the wall says Hope-
less End to Endless Hope. 18 girls have been honoured as
Kanyashree Warriors by the Murshidabad District Admin-
istration. The wall in front of the reading desk of Nupur
Biswas, a Class XII student and Kanyashree Warrior. A
paper on the wall says Hopeless End to Endless Hope. 18
girls have been honoured as Kanyashree Warriors by the
Murshidabad District Administration.  | Photo Credit: Shiv
Sahay SinghIndia has committed to ending child marriage
by 2030 through the United Nations’ Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG).

It was during an afternoon in June 2025 that Monija
Khatun, a student in class 11, decided to dial the
helpline number 1098. She was reporting the wed-
ding of a 14-year-old classmate that had been fixed
with an adult man. “One day she told me in school
that she did not want to get married,” Monija says.
After that call, the police intervened, and the mar-
riage was prevented.

Uses of systematic
investment, transfer plans

We are all familiar with Systematic Investment Plans
(SIP) and to an extent, Systematic Transfer Plan (STP).
The goal is similar: when you invest in a disciplined manner
over a long period of time, the average cost of acquisition
works in your favour as you purchase across market cycles.
There are certain differences as well, between SIP and
STP.SIP, STP

SIP is a mandate given by you to the Mutual Fund
(MF) where a certain sum of money flows from your bank
to the MF at a defined frequency, usually monthly, for in-
vestment in the designated funds. In a STP, you invest lump
sum in a fund, usually a liquid fund and mandate the trans-
fer at a defined frequency, usually monthly, into designated
funds of the same MF. It is used to systematically transfer
from the source fund, say liquid fund, usually to equity-ori-
ented funds. The purpose is averaging out the cost of ac-
quisition across market cycles. The reason for using liquid
or ultra short term fund as the source fund for STP is these
funds are stable in performance. Both SIP and STP are
flexible i.e. you can start or pause or stop at any point if you
so desire.Though the purpose of SIP and STP is the same,
there is a subtle difference. SIP is a cash-flow solution. You
will earn the money gradually over a period of time via
monthly salary or income from business or profession. Part
of the income will be invested. SIP acts as a discipline; be-
fore it is spent, it is channelised into investments in MFs.
Cost averaging in a SIP is an added advantage.STP is a
cost-averaging solution. You have the money; rather than
investing lump sum, you prefer to average out investments.
If you keep the money in savings account, the ‘propensity
to spend’ comes into play. Hence you park the money in a
defensive fund viz. liquid or ultra short term fund. Usually
monthly, the defined amount flows from the source fund to
the designated funds to give you the advantage of rupee
cost averaging.

Wealth creation
SIP’s purpose is long-term wealth creation. STP’s

purpose is strategic deployment of lump sum to average
out. In STP, the amount in the source fund, continues to
earn. If you have deployed in a liquid or ultra short-term
fund, usually the accrual level is more than that of bank
savings account, comparable to bank fixed deposits. In
STP, in case there is a significant correction in the equity
market you can take a call on timing the market and trans-
fer the balance amount one-shot from liquid to designated
funds.

TaxationIn the growth option of MFs, you pay tax when
you redeem i.e. you don’t have to pay tax every year. In a
SIP, there are multiple dates of investment. The basis of
taxation is called First-In-First-Out (FIFO) i.e. the initial date
of investment in the fund is considered first, then the sec-
ond investment and so on, matched with the redemption
price to compute capital gains. In a STP, you are redeem-

ing from source fund and have to pay tax on capital gains
till that point of time. When you redeem from the designated
funds after a long period of time, it is FIFO.

Other use of STPThe other dimension is derisking or
rebalancing portfolio. You would have a certain portfolio al-
location e.g. 60% to equity. Let us say allocation to equity is
higher than planned and you do not wish to withdraw from
the equity market. In such a situation, you may start profit
booking at the margin. It is here STP comes in handy. From
the equity funds, you designate a certain sum to be trans-
ferred to, say, a liquid fund. The benefit is profit booking and
rebalancing is averaged out rather than timing the market.
Since no one knows the market peak, you average it out
via STP. At the end of the STP, your allocation comes back
to the intended level.

SuitabilitySIP is suited more for salaried individuals or
those with regular earnings. STP is for those who earn in
irregular chunks so that the acquisition cost is averaged
out. For salaried individuals, STP is useful when you re-
ceive a chunk e.g. bonus or windfall. The other dimension
of STP is anyone may need gradual rebalancing of portfo-
lio.

ConclusionBoth of these are methods of investment
(or withdrawal as in the case of other use of STP) and not
an investment product per se. The usage depends on your
objectives and financial situation e.g. available funds. You
can combine the two i.e. SIP for regular income and STP
for lump sum deployments.

Both these are methods of in-
vestment and not an invest-
ment product per se; under-
standing the nuances of the
two concepts would help you
to deploy them to your benefit
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Sleep disorders in children:
 how to recognise and handle them

Sleep has long been recognised as an active process
by the scientific community, contrary to the popular belief of
it being a period of inactivity. Sleep is defined as a normal,
reversible, recurring state of reduced responsiveness to
external stimulation and relative physical
immobility.Understanding the functions of sleep is crucial to
understanding the consequences of sleep-deprivation and
sleep-related disorders. The functions of sleep include: fos-
tering optimal brain growth and development; enhancing
learning, attention and memory; regulating emotions, appe-
tite and decision-making; strengthening of the immune func-
tions as well as optimal time for rest and repair of body tis-
sues.

The composition and functions of sleep vary with age
and development. The changes noted with increasing age
from infancy to adulthood are a decrease in total sleep time
and the gradual setting up of a consistent sleep-wake cycle.
Sleep health is a topic that has just recently garnered world-
wide interest in scientific circles; however, this is yet to make
much headway amongst the general public. There has also
been a much-needed shift in importance from ‘treatment of
insomnia’ to ‘prevention of sleep disorders and maintenance
of good sleep health’.The array of consequences of sleep
disruption range from irritability to poor academic and work
performance to being triggers for major mental illnesses and
suicides. The impact of these are equally (if not more) sig-
nificant in children and adolescents as in adults. Sleep dis-
orders in children have ramifications in three aspects: the
sleep disorder in itself and the distress due to it; the long-
term impacts it has on the child’s or adolescent’s academ-
ics, schooling, physical activity, emotional regulation, risk-
taking behaviour and effect on comorbid illnesses which
could be physical or mental and the impact of family
behaviour on the child’s sleep and vice- versa.Let us see
what the statistics say about paediatric sleep disorders.
Around 80% of the child and adolescent population world-
wide have sleep disorders or complaints related to sleep.
Persistent sleep difficulties in childhood predict psychiatric
problems in adult life and sleep deprivation also increases
health complaints in children. Crucially, parental stress re-
lated to the behavioural problems in sleep-deprived children
can affect their mental and/or physical well being

There are two main types of sleep disorders: primary
sleep disorders and secondary sleep disorders, which have
consequences of physical or mental illnesses or drug abuse.
Primary sleep disorders seen in child and the adolescent
population present in various forms. Insomnia, which is de-
fined as persistent reduction in total sleep duration or poor
quality of sleep is one. Hypersomnia, which is an increase
in sleep duration is another. Parasomnias are undesirable
physical events or experiences that occur during entry into
sleep, within sleep or during arousal from sleep. There are
also sleep-related breathing disorders and sleep-related
movement disorders like restless leg syndrome and noc-
turnal teeth grinding. This apart, there are disorders of the
sleep-wake cycle. All these conditions impact sleep in terms
of duration and /or quality of sleep.

What is insomnia?
Insomnia can present in the form of difficulty in falling

asleep, bedtime resistance, frequent nighttime awakenings,
imposed sleep restrictions, unrefreshed sleep and /or poor
sleep hygiene persisting over three monthsThe risk factors
for insomnia include: predisposition to mental or physical
illnesses; stressors like difficult home or family situations,
safety concerns or domestic abuse; poor limit-setting by
parents which may cause bedtime stalling or refusal; envi-
ronmental factors like cramped sleeping conditions, lack of
a conducive temperature; sleep difficulties or poor sleep
hygiene in parents and excessive use of technology espe-
cially in the form of screensStrategies that can be imple-
mented by family members to help the child with insomnia
include identifying the stressors; try to eliminate or alleviate
them and initiate good sleep habits.Sleep hygiene is a set of
practices that helps individuals sleep better. These include
creating conducive and optimal bedroom or bedtime condi-
tions; restriction of screens, beverages and water intake a
few hours prior to bedtime; maintaining consistent bedtime

routine; a consistent sleep schedule; regular physical activ-
ity; restriction of daytime naps and most importantly, role-
modelling healthy sleep habits.If the symptoms of insomnia
persist or continue to be problematic, it is best to to consult
a pediatric sleep expert at the earliest.

What is obstructive sleep-disordered breathing?
This disorder is characterised by snoring and laboured

breathing due to a partial blockage of the air passages within
the body. The symptoms include nighttime snoring, exces-
sive daytime sleepiness, bedwetting, morning headaches,
restless sleep and irritability during the day. The obstruction
of the air passages in children is commonly due to tonsils or
adenoid enlargement or obesity.The risk factors for this dis-
order include obesity, exposure to passive cigarette smoke
and poor air quality. Steps that can be taken by parents in-
clude measures to alleviate risk factors and a consultation
with an expert.

What is a nightmare disorder?
This is a type of parasomnia where the child has fre-

quent, vivid and distressing dreams, which often result in
awakenings. This disorder is usually the result of a stress in
the form of a recent psychosocial issue or a major event
that may even lead to diagnosis of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).Family members can do quite a bit to help
these children by consistently reassuring the child, avoiding
negative associations or responses to the symptoms, en-
couraging sleep hygiene especially by restricting TV view-
ing before bedtime. They can also help by re-scripting or
reframing the content/plot of the nightmare. Rarely, such
children may require therapy and medication.

What is sleep enuresis?
Sleep enuresis or bedwetting is considered normal from

infancy up until toddlerhood. However =, its persistence af-
ter the age of five years qualifies for a diagnosis and needs
medical attention. In some cases, children who may have
been previously dry by night (for more than 6 months ) may
resume bedwetting , and this is called secondary enuresis.
This disorder is more frequently seen in girls than boys until
the age of 11. This disorder is also highly under-reported
due to social stigma and a lack of awareness.The risk fac-
tors for this illness include a history of similar symptoms in
parents, urinary tract infections, excessive evening fluid in-
take and stress in the form of parental divorce, neglect, physi-
cal and/or sexual abuse. the psychological consequences
of bedwetting range from self-esteem issues, feelings of guilt
and shame, social anxiety and isolation, frequent nighttime
awakenings, depressive symptoms and significant family
conflicts.Parental strategies for managing bed-wetting start
with understanding and recognising the problem followed by
help-seeking. This step is often the most crucial and deci-
sive in the management of this problem. The next steps
would be: forming a plan, in collaboration with the child, for
reduction of fluids before bedtime , encouraging daytime
urination, preventing daytime restriction of urination (a
malady frequently seen in young girls wanting to avoid pub-
lic toilets) , avoiding negative responses to the symptoms
and refraining from punishments.Parents can also instate
an alarm system by which the child is encouraged to use
the toilet during bed hours. As we can see, the steps require
a lot of effort and dedication from the parents; however the
results have been shown to be rewarding.Last but not the
least, seek professional help when the symptoms begin to
interfere with the child’s day-to-day functioning.Sleep disor-
ders secondary to psychiatric disorders

Sleep is frequently disrupted in children with psychiat-
ric disorders and neurodevelopmental disorders. Anxiety and
depressive disorders are commonly associated with delays
in sleep onset and frequent nighttime awakenings, some-
times with nightmares. Restlessness and bedtime tantrums
are frequently seen in children with neurodevelopmental dis-
orders like intellectual disabilities, ADHD and autism. These
sleep disorders may resolve with the adequate management
of the primary psychiatric diagnosis and relevant therapy.
In corollary, improvement in sleep difficulties positively im-
pacts the symptoms of the primary psychiatric disorder.

Sleep disorders secondary to medical conditionsMany
physical conditions have profound effects on children’s sleep.
Common conditions like gastro- oesophageal reflux disor-
der (GERD) where a child has the frequent re-entry of stom-
ach content into the oesophagus may disrupt the child’s
sleep. Migraines or other pain syndromes affect the onset
and maintenance of sleep while seizures may lead to night-
time awakenings.Adequate management of the primary ill-
ness helps in reduction of sleep difficulties.Paediatric sleep
health as a branch of medicine is still in its nascent stages,
however, raising awareness about this is paramount, and
the need of the hour. In this digital era, when forces to dis-
rupt sleep are overwhelming, we must learn to prioritise sleep
and instil healthy sleep habits in our children, who are our
future.

In T.N., where dengue cases hit 26,000 this year, tracking
every case, forecasting outbreaks is helping prevent deaths

In 2024, over 26,000 cases of dengue were recorded
in Tamil Nadu. Public health officials attribute this rise to
improved surveillance, increased testing, and the bringing
in of more private hospitals under a daily reporting system,
thereby ensuring that all cases were counted.As of Decem-
ber 26, Tamil Nadu has recorded 26,740 cases of dengue
and 13 deaths according to data from the Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preventive Medicine. A closer look at the
year-wise dengue infection trends in the State showed that
this was the highest number of cases to be registered since
2012. The last time the State recorded over 20,000 cases
was in 2017, when there were 23,294 cases. However, un-
like in 2017 when 65 deaths had occurred, the number of
deaths has remained low in 2024.

What is dengue?
Dengue is a viral infection transmitted to humans

through the bite of infected mosquitoes.About half of the
world’s population is now at risk of dengue with an estimated
100–400 million infections occurring each year.While many
dengue infections are asymptomatic or produce only mild
illness, the virus can occasionally cause more severe cases,
and even death.Prevention and control of dengue depend
on vector control. There is no specific treatment for dengue/
severe dengue, and early detection and access to proper
medical care greatly lower fatality rates of severe
dengue.Source: WHOCases throughout the year

In fact, public health officials, who took up a retrospec-
tive study of dengue cases in T.N. from 2012 to 2023 and
published their findings in an article, ‘Prevention and control
strategies to counter the dengue cyclical trend in Tamil Nadu’,
in the Tamil Nadu Journal of Public Health and Medical Re-
search earlier this year, noted that dengue cases were iden-
tified throughout the year with an increase in incidence dur-
ing monsoon. Since 2012, there were two peaks: one in 2012
itself (13,204 cases and 66 deaths) and the other in

2017.“This year, we focussed on improving surveillance for
dengue. We ensured that more reporting units were brought
under the system. We brought in compulsory reporting of
cases on a daily basis, and included private hospitals as
well. The idea was to pick up cases as early as possible to
prevent deaths. So, while the initial rise in cases was man-
ageable, we stepped up surveillance to ensure that no case
went unreported. This way, we did not miss out on cases,”
said T. S. Selvavinayagam, Director of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine.Increased surveillance helped in pre-
venting deaths due to dengue, he said, adding: “Now, we
are seeing dengue cases throughout the year. We observed
that there was no cluster of cases this year. Cases were
reported randomly from across the State.”Ensuring that pri-
vate hospitals reported cases on a daily basis helped sur-
veillance to a large extent. “The number of tests performed
also increased. So, the dengue positivity also increased. The
aim was to prevent deaths,” a health officer said.

Call for ‘sampoorna kranti’ shook Indira
govt: How a semi-retired Jayaprakash

Narayan stirred student protests into a storm

The JP Movement which began 51 years ago this
month left an indelible mark on the country, shaping the
course of not only Bihar but also national politics as it paved
the way for an alternative to the Congress’s dominance.In
Bihar, the imprint of the movement led by socialist icon
Jayaprakash Narayan is illustrated by the fact that two of its
products, Lalu Prasad and Nitish Kumar, have governed the
state for 35 years, with only Jitan Ram Manjhi providing a
brief nine-month break in between. While Prasad, the RJD
supremo, has transferred leadership duties to his son and
Leader of Opposition in the Assembly Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav, Kumar, the Bihar CM and JD(U) chief, continues to
be a crucial player in state politics on the strength of his
political constituency that he has meticulously cultivated on
the back of a social justice agenda combined with develop-
ment. As Bihar goes to the polls later this year, leaders in
both the socialist and NDA camps moulded by the JP Move-
ment continue to be at the thick of things in Bihar.

While the defining moment of this important chapter of
Indian political history is JP’s “Sampoorna Kranti” call from
Patna’s Gandhi Maidan on June 5, 1974, the seed of the
movement was planted a few months earlier when, on March
18, students gheraoed the Bihar Assembly.The protests
against the then Congress-led state government of Abdul
Ghafoor were over high college fees, bus fares, and alleged
mismanagement of university administration. They came
at a time of high poverty, challenges on the economic front,
and allegations of corruption and nepotism against the Indira
Gandhi government that had started mounting right after her
win in 1971.

The late Sushil Kumar Modi, former Deputy CM and
another product of the JP Movement, once told this corre-
spondent, “Though it was a students’ movement, some
young leaders such as me were backing it. When the 5-km
protest march started from the Science College to the Vidhan
Sabha, there were barely 30-odd people. But as we started
walking, the crowd started building up spontaneously. When
we reached Vidhan Sabha, there was a surging crowd of
thousands of people. The government was caught unawares
and the police had to open lathicharge.”There were incidents
of arson during the protest — the printing presses of two
newspapers were torched — and three students were killed.
As the situation looked to spiral out of control, some stu-
dents and young leaders, including Modi and Shivanand
Tiwari (later a Rajya Sabha MP), approached JP at his home
in Patna’s Kadamkuan locality to request him to lead the
movement. Though the veteran socialist had been away
from active politics for over two decades, the month before,
he had visited college students in Gujarat whose protests
were triggered by mess fee hikes.

according to activist K N Govindacharya, the veteran
leader was angry with the students over the violence, but
calmed down when he was told that the miscreants were
not from among them. According to Govindacharya, on April
8, JP addressed a meeting of students in Patna and placed
a few conditions before them, including that they wouldn’t
engage in any kind of violence. The students agreed and JP
came to lead the movement.By then, JP engaging with the
students had alarmed Gandhi who, at a public meeting in
Bhubaneswar on April 1, labelled him a “fascist” and ac-
cused him of walking on the path of “violence”.At Gandhi
Maidan on June 5, 1974Then came the Gandhi Maidan
meeting and the “Sampoorna Kranti” call in which JP de-
manded changes on all fronts, from the economic and so-
cial to the political. Recalling the meeting, former MLC and
socialist litterateur Prem Kumar Mani told The Indian Ex-
press, “I was in the audience at Gandhi Maidan that had not
seen such a crowd before that. There was no bridge over
the Ganga in those days, and yet, people arrived using what-
ever means of transport they could find. JP, sitting in a chair,
talked of ‘Sampoorna Kranti’, adding it was nothing but the
‘sapta kranti (seven revolutions framework)’ of Dr
Rammanohar Lohia.”JP also invoked Jawaharlal Nehru to
drive home his point. “I am not going to use angry language.
But what I am going to say will contain the ideas of a revolu-
tionary. It will not be easy to act upon them. You will have to
make sacrifices, undergo sufferings, face lathis and bullets,
fill up jails.Properties will be attached. Friends, this is a revo-
lution, a total revolution. This is not a movement, not merely
for the dissolution of the Assembly. We have to go far, very
far. In the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, the people have still
to travel many long miles to achieve that freedom for which
thousands of the country’s youths made sacrifices, for which

Sardar Bhagat Singh and his comrades, revolutionaries of
Bengal, of Maharashtra, of the whole country were shot dead
or were hanged to death. Millions of countrymen filled the
jails again and again to attain freedom, but after 27 years of
that freedom, the people are groaning. Hunger, soaring prices
and corruption stalk everywhere. The people are being
crushed under all sorts of injustice. Educational institutions
are corrupt. Thousands of youths face a bleak future. Un-
employment goes on increasing. The poor get less and less
work.”

In their book The Dream of Revolution, Bimal Prasad
and Sujata Prasad quote JP as saying, “Dissent is not just
an intellectual luxury but a necessary catalytic agent to which
society owes its progress, its revolution, and its technologi-
cal and scientific advances. Without dissent, society would
become stagnant and moribund.”As the political situation
continued to simmer, JP’s call for another public meeting in
Patna on November 4 made Gandhi open a communication
channel with him, and three days before the rally, the two
met in Delhi. As per JP’s account, the meeting lasted 90
minutes, with Babu Jagjivan Ram, the Deputy PM, joining
towards the end. While the PM requested him not to hold
the rally, JP demanded the dismissal of the Ghafoor gov-
ernment and drew her attention to the mishandling of demo-
cratic institutions.The talks broke down and as JP went
ahead with the rally, the Centre deployed paramilitary forces
in Patna. During a lathicharge, JP narrowly escaped injury
when Jana Sangh leader Nanaji Deshmukh shielded him.
This incident further angered the protesters. Following his
failed attempt to bring about a reconciliation between JP and
Gandhi, Chandra Shekhar, who later became PM, wrote in
his weekly Young Indian, “JP is not fighting for political power;
he cannot be defeated by deploying state power.Mani said
JP, honoured with the moniker Lok Nayak (People’s Hero),
had also tried to make a point against Gandhi when, in the
latter half of 1974, he got her cousin Nayantara Sahgal, the
daughter of Vijaylakshmi Pandit, to attend one of his public
meetings.The situation in Gujarat took a sharp turn starting
in March 1975 after Morarji Desai undertook hunger strikes
in support of the Nav Nirman movement of the students in
Gujarat and calling for fresh elections in the state. Things
came to a head on June 12, when the Allahabad High Court
set aside Gandhi’s election from Rae Bareli in 1971, acting
on a petition of socialist leader Raj Narain.This led to JP
intensifying the movement and he met the national commit-
tees of the Akali Dal, the Congress (Organisation), and the
Lok Dal, all of whom called on Gandhi to resign as PM. The
non-Congress and non-Left parties held a public meeting on
June 12 at the Ramlila Maidan in Delhi, but JP could not
attend it as his flight was diverted.He, however, was not
deterred and called another meeting at the same venue two
days later. “Information had reached the Prime Minister that
Jayaprakash Narayan was to hold a mammoth rally at the
Ramlila Maidan in Delhi on June 25 at which he was going
to ask the armed forces and the police to revolt and disobey
orders, which they did not consider lawful,” Union Minister
Ram Nath Thakur, the eldest son of forner Bihar CM Karpoori
Thakur, told Gandhi’s biographer Pupul Jayakar has written
that on being confronted with the escalating situation, the
PM told her key advisor and West Bengal CM Siddhartha
Shankar Ray, “Siddhartha, we cannot allow this. I want
something done. I feel that India is like a baby and just as
one should sometimes take a child and shake it. I feel we
need to shake India.”Within hours of Emergency being im-
posed on June 25, top Opposition leaders, including JP,
Morarji Desai, Raj Narain, Chandra Shekhar, Piloo Mody,
Ashok Mehta, and L K Advani, were jailed. So were the many
young leaders who had stood with JP and were shaped in
the cauldron of those turbulent times. Among them were
Lalu, Nitish, Ram Vilas Paswan, Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Narendra Singh, Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh, and Jagdanand Singh.“While Lalu Prasad and
Sushil Kumar Modi had been at the forefront of the JP Move-
ment, Nitish Kumar also joined it at a later stage. After Emer-
gency was imposed, the movement got only bigger, even
though most of the student leaders and Opposition politi-
cians were arrested post-Emergency,” said Mani.Recalling
his memories of the JP Movement, RJD’s Shivanand Tiwari
told The Indian Express, “When I had attended the March
18 protest outside the Assembly, I had no idea that this was
the beginning of a movement that would make history. Fifty
years down the line, we see how the movement yielded rich
dividends, with socialists still holding the fort in Bihar.”

National Institute of Virology develops
portable kit for rapid Nipah virus detection

New Delhi: India will now be able to detect the Nipah
virus within minutes as the National Institute of Virology (NIV)
in Pune, under the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), has developed a portable ‘point-of-care’ test kit for
detecting the virus.This kit can provide instant results even
outside laboratory settings and will be deployed soon in high-
risk areas like Kerala and West Bengal, Dr Naveen Kumar,
the director of NIV, said. “We have developed a LAMP-based
portable kit for quick and reliable detection of the Nipah vi-
rus. It provides results in just a few minutes without the need
for a laboratory. The kit has also been patented,” Dr Kumar
said.The Nipah virus primarily spreads through fruit bats and
has caused several outbreaks in India. With a mortality rate
exceeding 50 per cent, it is one of the most lethal viral dis-

eases. In India, the capability to culture the Nipah virus ex-
ists only at NIV Pune, where genomic analysis, vaccine
development, and drug testing are also carried out, said Dr
Pragya Yadav, senior scientist at NIV.The NIV is working
with a pharma company and research partners to develop
monoclonal antibodies to treat Nipah. Additionally, the insti-
tute is also working on an indigenous vaccine for the Nipah
virus, which is expected to enter trial phases in the coming
years.According to data, the Nipah virus samples found in
India so far belong to the ‘Genotype B’ category, seen in
both Bangladesh and India, Dr Kumar said. This variant
spreads rapidly and causes severe symptoms, whereas the
Malaysian variant (Genotype M) is comparatively less in-
fectious.
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Much-needed impetus to making
Auroville a ‘city of the future’

Named after Sri Aurobindo and based on his vision for
the future, Auroville was created as a planned city for the
evolution of humanity. Towards this, the Mother, Sri
Aurobindo’s spiritual collaborator, invited the architect, Roger
Anger, in 1965, gave him a brief and worked with him for
the next three years until she approved the final plan known
as the Galaxy, in 1968. But, before that, in 1966, the archi-
tect and his team made a presentation on Auroville and its
city plan at UNESCO, Paris, at Mother’s request. This re-
veals Auroville as a city with a spiritual centre placed on a
lake and surrounded by gardens.Their brief speaks of a city
powered by solar energy, optimising pedestrian flow instead
of polluting cars, rainwater harvesting, the use of natural air
conditioning, and streets with shade to ease walkability: a
forerunner of sustainable planning now being emulated
across the world, which a faction of residents remains ig-
norant of, despite all information being available in the pub-
lic domain of Auroville.

The City Plan, intrinsic sustainabilityFor the experiment
to succeed, the Mother limited the population to 50,000 resi-
dents with a corresponding urban plan, where all aspects
for an evolving humanity would find place. Created for hu-
manity as a whole, as stated in the opening line of the Char-
ter, this experiment was nevertheless aimed at those ready
to make a commitment, as the Charter also states: But to
live in Auroville, one must be a willing servitor of the Divine
Consciousness.On February 28, 1968, the Galaxy Plan was
displayed at the entrance of the Amphitheatre and the Char-
ter read out. All men of goodwill were invited to this extraor-
dinary experiment and city, provided they had a thirst for
progress and aspired to a higher and truer life.

By 1969, the Mother hired Roger Anger to prepare the
first master plan study. Here the most important element
after the Matrimandir, the Crown, was presented in detail.
Yet, it has had to wait through years of impasse after the
Mother’s passing, court cases and, finally, the Auroville
Foundation Act, enacted in 1988. With this, the process of
formulating an official master plan was undertaken by resi-
dents at the request of the Governing Board, as stipulated
in the Act, and received all approvals by 2001. It is under-
stood that obstruction or abuse against the Charter or the
City plan is wholly against the spirit of Auroville.However,
all attempts to simply mark the Crown on the ground, let
alone build it, met with constant obstruction by a resident
faction. It took over 20 years, many letters from residents
to the Governing Board to break the impasse, and 25 court
cases against the Auroville Foundation and working groups
(including a case filed at the National Green Tribunal claim-
ing Auroville to be a “deemed forest”) to finally allow the
Crown to happen.To be noted, the NGT itself struck down
the grounds that Auroville was a “deemed forest”, yet pro-
ceeded to not only admit the case but also issue a verdict,
which the Supreme Court of India has now stayed
absolutely.This caused another two-year delay in the mani-
festation of Auroville, which appears, more and more, the
aim of the faction: to obstruct the manifestation of the city;
to stall and stall again until people lose interest and the ob-
structing residents win back their green exclusive fiefdoms
and to keep the 3,000 acres of Auroville land gated and
guarded for the enjoyment of a handful.Active solutions

Contrary to false propaganda about the removal of
green cover, of attempting to implement an outdated plan,
of a narrow and rigid interpretation of the visionary and
“yantric” Galaxy Plan, the solutions which Auroville offered
already between 1965 and 1972, still remain the active so-
lutions for the problems that plague the world.Auroville is
not yet another city in the making; it is, in its very concep-

tion and planning, the ‘City the Earth Needs’. It is a vision-
driven city and far exceeds the means and knowledge at
hand in 1965, when planning started.For example, Auroville
was envisioned as a pedestrian city with slow moving e-
vehicles only — a concept which was not yet born in a world
that was still dreaming of fossil fuel and fast-moving ma-
chines to speed up human life. Similarly, at a time when the
concept of carbon footprint and food miles had not yet sur-
faced in the consciousness of humanity, Auroville was con-
ceived as a city (five square kilometres) surrounded by a
Green Belt, three times its size (15 sq. km) to provide food
for its inhabitants and employment for the bioregion.Out of
1,212 acres of city area, 164 acres are green parks in the
city, 3,637 acres are lands making up the Green Belt com-
prising farms and plantations; the Galaxy footprint only oc-
cupies 448 acres of land. That means 764 acres are unbuilt
area out of which at least 164 acres (park area) are unpaved
and actually green — which makes for an unparalleled 38%
of actual green area within the city alone.The Auroville plan
accounts for 212 square metre a person against the 10 sq.m
to 12 sq.m. of open space a person recommended by the
Urban and Regional Development Plans, Formulation and
Implementation Guidelines (URDPFI), 2014.It may be noted
that all the roads of the Auroville Master Plan together take
up merely 1.64% of the total land earmarked for Auroville.

Certainly, trees were planted from the beginning which
has done much good to the soil quality, to the water table,
and to the microclimate of Auroville. But while the tree plan-
tation was always only meant to be a temporary measure to
rejuvenate the soil or grow timber, until the city could be
built, much of it came to be done with a vengeance, with an
aim to distort the plan, and block any development.This and
many other endeavours, with no approvals, became the
means of appropriation and trees — most were the imported
invasive, water-sucker Acacia auriculiformis — the weap-
ons to claim territory in the name of forests or
ecology.Instead of priorisiting land for the city area, enor-
mous amounts collected as donations in the name of
Auroville, went into consolidating a few acres every year,
mostly in the Green Belt. In the face of this apathy land prices
began to skyrocket and more developers moved in.

The new impetus for the projectOver 10 years ago, the
previous Chairman of the Governing Board had made ar-
rangements so that Auroville could exchange land outside
the Master Plan and start securing the city area. In fact, the
proposal then, as now, was met with strong opposition and
nothing was done.In 2021 the Secretary, Jayanti Ravi was
appointed. Her hope of coming to administer a visionary town
with an evolved society was confronted with public abuse,
denial of all requests to collaborate and media vilification
campaigns targeting her personally and the Auroville Foun-
dation, and any Aurovilian standing in their way. Court cases
followed, and the Crown that had waited for decades was
again blocked and the Master Plan declared unsustainable,
un-ecological, and something to discard.Fortunately for
Auroville, this time, both the Secretary and the Governing
Board decided to stand their ground for the envisioned project
of Auroville at this critical time.To strike a balance between
the land consolidation needs of Auroville on the one hand
and the value perceptions of outlying lands on the other, the
Auroville Foundation formed a team of professionals to ar-
rive at the best possible deal while, at the same time, main-
taining a good pace so that land consolidation for the city
area can be completed at the earliest.It may be noted that
the value of the lands needed for Auroville cannot be deter-
mined only on the basis of prevailing guideline values as
fixed by the State government keeping in view that the
Auroville Foundation only needs the lands lying within the
Auroville Master Plan. The value of a road-facing land may
be high for a commercial developer while for Auroville and
the Foundation, the land inside the city area of Auroville is
close to being invaluable.The steps followed in land consoli-
dation by the Auroville Foundation involve the Land Board,
the Special Officer appointed for land matters, a government-
approved evaluator as well as the Land Committee of the
Governing Board and the Ministry of Education.Auroville has
waited very long, but we are confident that the force that
prevails over Auroville and drives its progress, despite many
obstacles, is actually the strongest, shortest, most compre-
hensive and divine way forward for the future of the world
and humanity.

A case for the organic,
harmonious growth of Auroville

Auroville, based on the vision of India’s great poet, phi-
losopher, revolutionary and yogi, Sri Aurobindo, was founded
in 1968. His spiritual companion, the Mother of Pondicherry,
clearly defined its charter: “Auroville belongs to nobody in
particular. Auroville belongs to humanity as a whole….
Auroville will be a site of material and spiritual researches
for a living embodiment of an actual human unity....”For a
decade or so, Auroville developed quietly and organically:
there was no guru, no CEOs, no private property (for in-
stance, my wife Namrita and I have no children and our
house, where I invested the returns from my articles and
books, will go back to Auroville on our death), no circulation
of money (Aurovillians get a maintenance credited to an
account, from which they can purchase food and pay their
electricity bill), and the community, originating today from
60 countries, periodically elected groups that looked after
finances, administration, forests, land purchasing, and units
and factories.More than that, the pioneers of Auroville, with
little money, no water and no compost, planted three million
trees, making out of a barren plateau, the greenest place in
the plains of Tamil Nadu. It also gave birth to a hydra-mon-
ster: land that was worth barely ?1,000 an acre in the 1970s
is now worth ?10 crore, and everybody is rushing in — pro-
moters, restaurants, cafés, guest houses and hotels that
have often no other interest than commercial gains.The be-
ginnings of conflict

For a long time, the Government of India did not inter-
fere in the affairs of Auroville. But in the early 1980s, there
was a conflict between the Sri Aurobindo Society, a Trust
the Mother had created to buy the lands of Auroville and the
Aurovillians, mostly westerners at that time.The Society,
contrary to what the Charter of Auroville says, felt they were
the ‘owners’ of Auroville and started to impose their views
and ideas. This led to a conflict, the police being finally called
and 16 Aurovillians (mostly French) were imprisoned in the
Tindivanam jail in Tamil Nadu. The Government of India
had to intervene: its then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, as
well as Mani Shankar Aiyar and Arun Singh were particu-
larly helpful and in 1988, an Act of Parliament was passed.
Called the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988, it gave certain
powers to the central government but left the management
of Auroville to the Residents Assembly, constituted by ev-
ery adult in Auroville and which is the very foundation stone
of the city.For the 50th anniversary of Auroville, in February
2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited it and seemed
happy with what he saw.Many secretaries, generally re-
tired government officials of high ranking, came and went,
making sure that the laws of India were respected, but none
of them ever interfered in the internal affairs of Auroville.

The impact of the ‘Galaxy’ planThen in 2021, Gujarat-
cadre Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, Jayanti

How the Supreme Court cleared the decks for
AMU to claim its minority status: Explained

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
The story so far: In a narrow 4-3 majority verdict, the

Supreme Court on November 8, 2024, overturned its 1967
ruling in S. Azeez Basha v. Union of India, which had previ-
ously served as the basis for denying Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU) its minority institution status. The majority
verdict was penned by former Chief Justice of India (CJI)
D.Y. Chandrachud and endorsed by Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, JB Pardiwala, and Manoj Misra. Justices Surya
Kant, Dipankar Datta and S.C. Sharma dissented in sepa-
rate opinions.

What constitutes a ‘minority institution’?
Article 30(1) of the Constitution guarantees religious

and linguistic minorities the fundamental right to establish
and manage educational institutions of their choice. Article
30(2) further mandates that the state must ensure “equality
of treatment” in granting aid to all educational institutions,
regardless of their minority status. Notably, such institutions
enjoy greater autonomy than most others. Under Article
15(5), they are exempt from providing reservations for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and may reserve
up to 50% of seats for students from their own community.
In the landmark T.M.A. Pai Foundation (2002) case, the
Supreme Court clarified that a ‘minority’ status should be
determined based on the demographic composition of the
concerned State, rather than the national population.

What is the background of the case?
In 1875, Muslim reformer and educationist Sir Syed

Ahmed Khan established the Muhammadan Anglo-Orien-
tal (MAO) College in Aligarh to offer modern British educa-
tion rooted in Islamic values to Muslims. In 1920, the Aligarh
Muslim University Act (AMU Act) was passed, incorporat-
ing MAO College and the Muslim University Association
into AMU. Under Section 23 of the Act, only Muslims were
permitted to be members of the university’s governing body,
known as the Court. In 1951, this mandate for Muslim-only
representation on the Court was abolished. A subsequent
amendment in 1965 redistributed the Court’s powers among
other administrative bodies, with provisions allowing the
President of India to nominate members to it.However, in
1967, the Supreme Court, in Azeez Basha, upheld the
amendments to the Act, reasoning that AMU was neither
established nor administered by the Muslim minority since
it had been established through central legislation. This de-
cision sparked widespread protests, ultimately leading to
an amendment of the AMU Act in 1981, which officially
recognised the university’s minority status.In 2005, the uni-
versity introduced a policy reserving 50% of seats in its post-
graduate medical courses for Muslim students. This was
subsequently challenged before the Allahabad High Court
which struck it down on the ground that the university did
not qualify as a minority institution as per the Azeez Basha
ruling. In 2006, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court
stayed the reservation policy and referred the case to a
larger Bench. In 2019, a three-judge Bench headed by
former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred the Azeez Basha deci-
sion for reconsideration by a seven-judge Bench. The mat-
ter stayed in limbo till October last year when Justice
Chandrachud constituted a seven-judge bench to hear it.

What did the majority rule?
Justice Chandrachud, in an expansive interpreta-

tion of Article 30, affirmed that educational institutions
established prior to the adoption of the Constitution are
equally entitled to the protections granted under Article
30(1). He clarified that statutory enactments conferring
legal recognition or status upon such institutions do not
compromise their minority character, provided their foun-
dational purpose was “predominantly” aimed at benefit-
ing the minority community.The majority verdict further
emphasised that an institution does not forfeit its minority
character simply because its administration is no longer
vested with the community. The judges reasoned that
founders or the minority community might appoint indi-
viduals from outside the community to helm the adminis-
trative affairs, particularly if the institution seeks to focus
on secular education. “This may be the case for profes-
sional colleges which offer specialised courses such as
law, medicine, or architecture, where the founders may
not possess the knowledge, experience, or insight nec-
essary to manage or administer the institution person-
ally,” they added.Accordingly, the majority overturned the
longstanding Azeez Basha ruling, asserting that treating
legal formalities for recognition or degree conferral as
grounds to nullify an institution’s minority status would
constitute a breach of fundamental rights. However, Jus-
tice Chandrachud clarified that the onus rests on the con-
cerned religious or linguistic minorities to demonstrate
that the educational institution was primarily established
for the benefit of their community to qualify for protection
under Article 30(1). He pointed out that such an assess-
ment of the “brain” behind an institution’s creation could
be conducted through a comprehensive review of docu-
ments, correspondence and historical records.Dismissing
the Centre’s contentions, the judges further declared that
recognising an institution as one of national importance
does not inherently diminish its minority character, as the
national and minority attributes are “not at odds with each
other nor mutually exclusive.” They also refused to as-
sign any weight to either the provision of religious in-
struction or the prominence of religious buildings, such
as the St. Stephen’s College church or AMU mosque, in
determining an institution’s minority status.

What do the dissenting opinions state?
Justice Kant primarily differed from the majority on

procedural grounds, arguing that the two-judge Bench in
Anjuman-e-Rahmaniya v. District Inspector of Schools
(1981), which had initially questioned the precedent set
by a five-judge Bench in Azeez Basha, overstepped its
jurisdiction by referring the matter directly to a seven-
judge Bench. He reasoned that this undermined the Chief
Justice’s authority as the “master of the roster.”While con-
curring with Justice Kant on procedural impropriety, Jus-
tice Datta questioned the legitimacy of AMU’s minority
status, asserting that conferring such recognition after
nearly a century would amount to “historical revisionism.”
Notably, he critiqued the lack of constructive discussions
among the judges on the Bench, revealing that the draft
opinions from Justice Chandrachud—later forming the
majority judgment—were received late and underwent
frequent revisions. In a likely reference to the majority
ruling, Justice Datta remarked that judges should refrain
from disregarding long-standing precedents in favour of
judicial activism.Justice Sharma too concluded that ini-
tial support from a minority community does not auto-
matically grant an institution minority status, particularly if
the actual control vests with the government.

What happens next?
A regular bench, assigned by CJI Sanjiv Khanna,

will now reevaluate AMU’s minority character based on
criteria set by the majority without being constrained by
Azeez Basha. Meanwhile, the stay on the university’s
2005 reservation policy will persist until a final determi-
nation is made. This reassessment is likely to have far-
reaching implications for AMU’s autonomy, its authority
to reserve seats for

S. Ravi, who was serving as Principal Secretary in the
Gujarat Health and Family and Welfare Department, was
appointed as Secretary of the Auroville Foundation. Every-
body seemed happy: Ms. Ravi had worked closely with Mr.
Modi, she knew the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo and charmed
every body at first glance.

However, Ms. Ravi was convinced that it was her sa-
cred duty to implement to the letter and with an iron hand the
“Galaxy’ plan of French architect Roger Anger. This plan
has some beauty, but was conceived in the mid-1960s when
there was no environmental consciousness, no water short-
age, no ecofriendly buildings. The Anger plan meant build-
ing huge apartment complexes, which would require mil-
lions of tonnes of concrete, with the harmful effect to mon-
soon flow and water conservation that is known today; also
massive roads, cutting through Auroville; and a huge lake,
when the water tables of Auroville have already shrunk by
half.Apart from cutting the forests of Auroville for roads —
that lead nowhere (as all the lands have not been bought) —
anybody who opposed these, especially foreigners, was
denied visas or ejected out of India.The Land Board was a
committee created by the Residents Assembly of the
Auroville Foundation Act — responsible for the purchase,
exchange and maintenance of the lands of Auroville — it
was working exclusively with funds collected from donors
in India or abroad.Land exchanges and salesFor the last
two years, however, there have been several land exchanges
and sales done without reporting and without approval from
the working groups concerned on behalf of the Residents
Assembly.Auroville has approached, multiple times, the
Tamil Nadu Governor, R.N. Ravi, who is also Chairman of
the Auroville Foundation, for help in stemming the land sales
and exchanges (as recently as three weeks ago, with this
writer present in the meeting), but Mr. Ravi has chosen not
to listen to our pleas, even though it has been calculated
that at least six of these unofficial land exchanges incurred
a loss of around ?250 crore to Auroville.Auroville needs all
its lands, as we plant trees, and trees are life in an India
which is rapidly getting deforested by promoters and sharks.
Also, Auroville must have a saying in its running. For in-
stance, there is not a single Aurovillian in the Governing
Board, which has only outsiders, with no grassroots knowl-
edge of Auroville. At least two senior Aurovillians should be
present in that group. Finally, the government must grant
some autonomy to Auroville.Auroville is a unique experiment,
one of the last Utopias of this world; a wonder in showing
how a barren land can be redeemed in 40 years. Therefore,
in the spirit of ‘Vasudeva Kutumbakam, the World is One
Family’, the government of Narendra Modi should not stifle
its freedom and kill the dream.François Gautier is a journal-
ist, writer, and the author of many books on India

On improving wind energy
generation | Explained

The story so far: Tamil Nadu, which is a pioneer in
wind mill installations, has wind turbines that are over 30
years old. The Tamil Nadu government released the “Tamil
Nadu Repowering, Refurbishment and Life Extension Policy
for Wind Power Projects - 2024” in August this year. How-
ever, wind energy generators have opposed the policy, ap-
proached the Madras High Court and got a stay. They have
demanded a policy that will “promote wind energy genera-
tion”.

What is the wind energy capacity and potential in In-
dia?

The National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) says
that India has wind power potential for 1,163.86 GW at 150
metres above ground level, and is ranked fourth in the world
for installed wind energy capacity.At 120 metres above
ground level, which is the normal height of wind turbines
now, the potential is 695.51 GW, including the 68.75 GW
from Tamil Nadu. Only about 6.5% of this wind potential is
used at the national level and nearly 15% in Tamil Nadu.
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
and Andhra Pradesh are the leading States for installed wind
energy capacity, collectively contributing 93.37% of the
country’s wind power capacity installation. Tamil Nadu has
seen the installation of wind turbines since the 1980s, and
today it has the second largest installed wind energy ca-
pacity with 10,603.5 MW, according to data available with
the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). Of
the 20,000 wind turbines in the State, nearly 10,000 are of
small capacities, that is less than one MW.

How are wind turbines maintained?
Wind turbines that are more than 15 years old or have

less than 2 MW capacity, can be completely replaced with
new turbines, which is known as repowering. They can also
be refurbished by increasing the height of the turbine, chang-
ing the blades, installing a higher capacity gear box, etc., to
improve the energy generated. These can be done for
standalone wind mills, or a group of wind mills owned by
multiple generators. When wind energy generators take up
safety measures in the old turbines and extend its life, its
called life extension.The MNRE first came out with a “Policy
for Repowering of the Wind Power Projects” in 2016 and
based on consultations with stakeholders, released the “Na-
tional Repowering & Life Extension Policy for Wind Power
Projects -2023”. The NIWE estimates the repowering po-

tential to be 25.4 GW if wind turbines of less than 2 MW
capacity are taken into consideration.

What does repowering and refurbishing entail?
Wind energy generators say that when turbines were

installed in the 1980s, potential wind sites were mapped and
the mandatory gap required between two wind mills were
determined based on the technology available then. All the
turbines were in the sub one MW category. Over the years,
the wind mill manufacturing sector has matured and tech-
nology has evolved. Habitations have come up between wind
sites, posing new challenges, and wind energy evacuation
and transmission infrastructure close to the wind sites needs
to be strengthened to match the generation.Sources in the
wind energy industry point out that a 2 MW wind turbine is
usually 120 metres high and requires 3.5 acres of land. It
can generate upto 65 lakh units of power. A 2.5 MW turbine,
which is available in the market now, is 140 metres high and
can generate 80 lakh units. It requires five acres. So, when
an existing wind turbine is to be repowered by replacing it
with a high capacity turbine, more land is required.Further,
at Aralvaimozhi in Tamil Nadu, a high potential wind site, the
48 MW installed capacity now is made up of mostly 250 KW
turbines and the potential at the site is for 100 MW. A project
to have three sub-stations of 230 KVA each at ?800 crore
was sanctioned six years ago and is yet to take off for mul-
tiple reasons. In Tamil Nadu, wind mills installed after 2018
do not have banking facility. When a turbine is repowered, it
will be treated as a new installation and the generator can-
not bank the energy generated. This impacts the financial
viability of the project, say the sources.What is the way
forward?Among the wind energy generating States, the re-
powering potential is the highest in Tamil Nadu with over
7,000 MW of installed capacity that can be replaced or re-
furbished. If the small turbines are repowered or refurbished,
the contribution of wind energy to total energy consumed
during the peak windy seasons can go up easily by 25%,
says wind energy consultant A.D. Thirumoorthy.While there
have been generators which have replaced turbines in the
past without government support, the policy itself does not
promote wind energy generation, claim the generators. It
should look at challenges on the field and consider how the
wind energy potential can be harnessed fully by the genera-
tors. “No industry or energy generator will want to invest in a
project that is not financially viable.
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‘Indian industry exploring different paths to
conform with EU carbon tax norms’: Secy of

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

Even as the US has announced its decision to with-
draw from the India-France-led International Solar Alliance
(ISA), SANTOSH KUMAR SARANGI, Secretary, Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), said the alliance’s
future is bright irrespective of who is part of it. In an inter-
view with The Indian Express, Sarangi said India and other
like-minded countries will continue efforts to expand foot-
print in countries where solar deployment remains limited.
Edited excerpts:

The upcoming data center boom is expected to
increa-se the power demand. How much of this additional
requirement would be met by renewable energy (RE)
sources?Most of them want RE sources. But probably they
will use a combination of conventional power and RE till
they get their full requirement from RE. To begin with, they
will use a combination. For data centers, there is no man-
datory requirement to use RE. They can run with conven-
tional power entirely. But from a cost-economic perspec-
tive as well as decarbonisation perspective, they want to
source more and more RE power. The Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) estimates that by 2030, about 12 GW will
be demanded by data centers. But that will actually depend
on how many data centers are coming and what is the kind
of power they are looking at. So, this is only a rough projec-
tion.

Amid the US withdrawal from the International Solar
Alliance, how does the government view its future?

The future of the ISA is bright because the Solar Alli-
ance targets countries that receive maximum sunshine. In
this zone, the entire Middle East and Africa fall within this
category. Therefore, India’s cooperation and engagement
with Middle Eastern countries and Africa continue to remain
strong. In terms of footprint, the ISA is also seeking to in-
crease its interventions in regions where solar power has
not been able to scale — largely in Africa. Therefore, irre-
spective of who is part of the ISA, India and other like-minded
countries will continue their efforts to expand their footprint
in countries where solar deployment remains limited.

China’s chokehold on rare earth elements is a global
concern. RE projects need them. Are there plans to resolve
these concerns?

If you are looking at some very core critical minerals
which are used in advanced technology, advanced manu-
facturing including permanent magnets, then, renewable en-
ergy is not exactly dependent on those kinds of elements.
Crystalline polysilicon is something that is available in other
parts of the world also. Maybe at a slightly higher cost, but
it is available. So, that way, that chokehold is not some-
thing that will impede the growth of manufacturing within
the country.

What is India’s roadmap as the West starts imposing
carbon tax?

Decarbonisation initiative, not only for the European
market, but for our own sake also, is required. You have
seen the Emission Trading System (ETS) regulation, which
has come up in the recent past, where they have added a
few more sectors into the ET mechanism within our coun-
try. So, the decarbonisation initiative is something which
most of the hard-to-abate sectors will have to initiate.

The pathway can vary from one industry to another.
For example, if they do it through an electric arc furnace,
the emission there is much lower and probably will come
within the EU norms. But if somebody is using a blast fur-
nace or a Direct Reduced Iron (DRI), then currently we are
doing a pilot with a few steel industries to see if green hy-
drogen could also be utilised in their processes so that it
decarbonizes.JSW, for example, is putting up a 7,200
tonnes per annum hydrogen manufacturing capacity be-
side their Vijayanagara steel plant. And the effort is to
decarbonise by directly using hydrogen in their processes.

So, that’s one pathway. Similarly, aluminum industries are
trying to source more and more RE power because they
are highly electricity intensive. So, if they source more and
more RE power, then in a way they are trying to decarbonise
their aluminum manufacturing. Whether it is cement, steel,
aluminum, they are adopting different paths of
decarbonisation.

Some are trying out carbon capture and storage
mechanisms. But through different mechanisms, if they are
able to fulfill the norm which is required by the EU, then I
don’t think export will be an issue.

Power-intensive industries require uninterrupted sup-
ply. RE intermittency is a key challenge in the transition to
green product-i-on. How does India plan to ensure reliable
clean power for such industries?

The RE sector is no longer restricted to limited hours
and is now capable of supplying round-the-clock (RTC)
power through a combination of solar, wind and battery en-
ergy storage systems. With battery prices declining sharply
over the last one to one-and-a-half years, RE-based RTC
power is increasingly becoming cheaper than coal-based
generation. If you look at the bids done by SECI, it discov-
ered a tariff of Rs 3.12 per unit for solar power bundled with
six hours of storage, while Indian Railways awarded a 1
GW RE-RTC tender at Rs 4.35 per unit, inclusive of battery
storage. Several SECI RE-RTC bids have since been dis-
covered in the Rs 5.06–5.30 range, compared to Rs 6.50–
7 per unit for new coal-based power plants.

In addition, pumped storage projects (PSPs) are gain-
ing traction, using surplus solar power during the day to
pump water to upper reservoirs and generate electricity
during peak evening hours. So, a combination of PSPs,
solar, wind and base should be able to address their con-
cerns. India’s battery storage capacity remains limited,
emerging as a key bottleneck in integrating large volumes
of renewable energy But recently, the Ministry of Power
has come up with a VGF scheme, where they have ten-
dered it out for 43 gigawatts. So, there is going to be a very
rapid deployment of battery energy storage in our
country.India achieved its target of sourcing 50% of cumu-
lative installed power capacity from non-fossil fuels in June
2025 — five years ahead of its global commitment — and
now has 266 GW of RE capacity. But thermal power still
accounts for over 70% of generation. How can India mean-
ingfully increase the share of renewables in actual power
generation?In several recorded months, RE has accounted
for over 30 per cent of total electricity generation. While
variable renewables such as solar and wind alone contrib-
ute around 14 per cent, their share rises to nearly 30 per
cent when hydro and other non-fossil sources are included.
On average, non-fossil fuel sources — covering solar, wind,
large hydro and around 8 GW of nuclear capacity — cur-
rently meet about 25-26 per cent of India’s power genera-
tion, with the remainder coming largely from coal-based
plants.

However, deeper integration of RE requires address-
ing its inherent variability and intermittency. This necessi-
tates a significant scale-up of battery energy storage sys-
tems (BESS), pumped storage projects (PSPs), and grid-
supporting technologies such as grid-forming inverters,
synchronous condensers andThe transition is already un-
derway, with the Ministry of Power floating tenders for 43
GWh of battery energy storage capacity. As storage de-
ployment expands and advanced grid technologies are
adopted at scale, the grid’s ability to absorb higher shares
of RE will improve. So, we are hopeful that by 2030, our
grid will also be ready to absorb more and more RE.There
has been discussion, including in a recent staff paper, on
making signed PPAs a precondition for granting transmis-
sion connectivity to renewable projects.

What is MNRE’s view on this proposal, and do you
see it benefiting the sector or creating challenges for project
developers?

There are pros and cons. If you have a prior PPA,
then that gives you certainty that off-take is there. And there-
fore, this transmission line will be done. But even if there is
no PPA, the people who are applying through bank guaran-
tee (BG) or land route, they are giving a bank guarantee.
And in case of their default, they will be penalised. And that
penalty is quite heavy. It’s about 10 lakhs per MW which
they are collecting as BG. So, I don’t think any non-serious
player will just take connectivity by giving this kind of BG
with the risk of foregoing and forfeiting that BG.

TikTok survives in the US, thanks to a new corporate
structure. Could India have taken the same road?

Arguably the most popular short video app, TikTok,
has new owners in the United States, after its Chinese par-
ent company Bytedance agreed to spin off a specific US
entity to run the platform. A new joint venture – called TikTok
USDS – has been formed, and under the new corporate
structure, non-Chinese investors will own about 80% of the
app in America, with Bytedance’s share falling down to less
than 20%.This marks the end of a topsy turvy ride for the
short video platform in the US where TikTok had found itself
caught in the crosshairs of lawmakers over concerns sur-
rounding data security of over 200 million American users
of the app, red flags that largely emanated from TikTok’s
Chinese ownership.

The US had in fact passed a Bill that could have led to
a shutdown of TikTok in the country in 2024, underscoring
the continuing tensions between Washington and Beijing
amid backchannel parleys to mend diplomatic ties at the
time. Months after US President Donald Trump assumed
office for his second term, in September 2025 he signed an
executive order titled ‘Saving TikTok While Protecting Na-
tional Security’ which delayed a potential ban and allowed
Bytedance to figure out a new corporate structure for TikTok
in the country.The development also raises a key question:
when India swiftly banned TikTok in 2020 amid strained ties
with China over border clashes at the time, could the coun-
try have explored a similar path?On Thursday, TikTok an-
nounced that the new American entity was established to
secure US user data, apps and the algorithm through com-
prehensive data privacy and cybersecurity measures. “It
will safeguard the US content ecosystem through robust trust
and safety policies and content moderation while ensuring
continuous accountability through transparency reporting and
third-party certifications,” it said in a statement.TikTok USDS
Joint Venture has three managing investors, the software
giant Oracle, investment firm Silver Lake and MGX, an
Emirate-investment fund, each holding 15%. Other inves-
tors in the new venture include Dell Family Office, the in-
vestment firm of Michael Dell, Founder, Chairman and CEO

of Dell Technologies; Vastmere Strategic Investments, LLC,
an affiliate of Susquehanna International Group, LLP; Alpha
Wave Partners; Revolution; Merritt Way, LLC controlled and
managed by partners of Dragoneer; Via Nova, an affiliate
of General Atlantic; Virgo LI, Inc., investment arm of a foun-
dation established by Yuri and Julia Milner in support of
science; and NJJ Capital, the family office of Xavier Niel, a
French entrepreneur and pioneer in telecommunications.
ByteDance retains 19.9% of the Joint Venture.Oracle will
provide the cloud services that will host the new venture’s
US user data. The joint venture will operate a comprehen-
sive data privacy and cybersecurity programme that is au-
dited and certified by third party cybersecurity experts, to
ally data security concerns.

‘Ulte haath ka thappad apne bachche ne maar diya’:
When Kajol’s son Yug called her out for scolding Nysa;

why kids sometimes make the best teachers

Speaking on Kareena Kapoor’s show What Women
Want, Kajol recalled an incident during a Mata Ki Chowki
(Hindu Goddess prayer) at home. “I was firing Nysa for not
sitting with us. There was a Mata Ki Chowki at home, and I
was like, ‘Nysa, come and sit with us. We are sitting here,
why are you sitting at the table?’ She said, ‘Mumma, I really
don’t want to.’ I really got angry and I said, ‘Come here and
sit down!’” After Nysa reluctantly complied, Kajol’s younger
child stepped in with surprising maturity. “So, after she
came, sat and left, my son turned around, sat in my lap
quietly and told me, ‘You know, mom, you shouldn’t fire her
for telling the truth.’” Reflecting on the moment, Kajol admit-
ted, “I felt like, oh my God, that was such a… ulte haath ka
thappad apne bachche ne maar diya mujhe (My child gave
me a backhanded slap). It was amazing advice.”Parenting
is often seen as a one-way street — parents teaching, guid-
ing, and correcting their children. But sometimes, the chil-
dren hold up a mirror to the adults, offering quiet wisdom
when it’s least expected.

How can parents learn to recognise the difference
between defiance and honest self-expression in children?

Psychologist Rasshi Gurnani explains that one of the
most valuable lessons for parents is learning to differenti-
ate between defiance and genuine self-expression in chil-

dren—especially during emotionally charged moments.
“Children are often mislabelled as being difficult or disre-
spectful when they’re trying to communicate their needs or
discomforts,” she shares. For instance, a child choosing
not to sit with everyone during religious or family gatherings
could respond to overstimulation, exhaustion, or simply
needing personal space. Instead of assuming disobedience,
parents should pause and ask themselves what their child
might be feeling. Creating a habit of asking, not accusing,
builds a healthier emotional connection and helps decode
the real reason behind a behavior.

Steps parents can take to repair trust and validate a
child’s honesty after reacting harshlyGurnani emphasises
that parental regret can be an opportunity for growth rather
than shame. “When a parent reacts harshly, it’s crucial to
circle back and repair,” she says. “This means acknowl-
edging your mistake, apologizing sincerely, and affirming
the child’s right to express themselves.”

Validating a child’s honesty, even if it’s uncomfortable,
sends a powerful message: that their voice matters. Re-
building trust doesn’t require grand gestures—it often be-
gins with a simple conversation in which the parent listens
without defensiveness and shows emotional vulnerability.
This not only heals the moment but strengthens the long-
term bond.

Why is it important to create a home environment
where children feel safe to express their true feelings?

Creating a home environment where children feel
emotionally safe is essential for their mental well-being.
Gurnani believes that discipline and emotional openness
can and should coexist. “Boundaries are important, but they
shouldn’t come at the cost of a child’s emotional freedom,”
she says. Encouraging kids to share their thoughts without
fear of judgement fosters resilience, honesty, and empa-
thy. When children feel heard, they’re more likely to coop-
erate and less likely to rebel. Emotional safety doesn’t mean
there are no rules—it means those rules are enforced with
respect, understanding, and flexibility.

Kareena Kapoor reveals what her ‘signature’
Punjabi-style salad includes: ‘Thoda mooli hoga usme’

In a recent interview, actor Kareena Kapoor Khan ca-
sually revealed what her “signature salad” would look like,
and the details struck a chord because they mirror how
many Indian households actually eat. Describing it with
characteristic honesty, she told CNBC-TV18 YT, “Oh my
god, there would definitely be kakri (cucumber), gajar (car-
rot), because the whole family loves it. Throw in some fresh
lettuce.” The combination instantly feels familiar: crunchy,
raw vegetables that often appear on everyday plates rather
than curated diet plans.

She went on to add, “Mooli (radish), I’m a Punjabi. Toh
thoda mooli hoga usme. And then you know that thoda
nimbu (a little bit of lemon) and I like it a little chatpata (tangy).”
Summing it up in her own way, Kareena joked, “Like the
way I am, people would expect that also.” Raw vegetables,
citrus, and chatpata elements are common staples, but how
do they actually affect digestion, nutrient absorption, and
overall health when eaten regularly?

Digestive benefits and potential downsides of eating
raw salads frequentlyNutritionist Aditi Prabhu, founder at
NutroDynamix, tells indianexpress.com, “A salad made with
cucumber, carrots, lettuce, and radish is refreshing, crunchy,
hydrating, colourful, and rich in fibre and micronutrients. So

for people with a good digestive system, these raw salads
can be good for the gut, provide satiety, aid regular bowel
movements and could be a great way to easily add that
extra dose of fibre to your daily routine.”But the fact is, she
states, raw salads are not for everyone. “For people with a
sensitive gut or those with major gut health issues like
GERD, IBS, etc, raw salad can trigger gases, bloating, con-
stipation or discomfort; hence, they are best avoided.”In
such cases, steamed, sautéed or properly cooked salads/
soups could be better tolerated and therefore a better choice.

How do acidity and spice affect nutrient absorption,
gut health, and blood sugar response?

According to Prabhu, adding lemon and chatpata ele-
ments, such as spices and herbs, “not only makes it ap-
pealing but, if used in the right combination, can aid diges-
tion and absorption.” For example, adding lemon not only
adds tang but also provides some vitamin C and helps
soften the raw fibre, making it easier on the gut. Similarly,
the addition of spices like jeera, pudina, pepper, or herbs
enhances flavour, makes raw salads easier to digest, and
aids nutrient absorption.“When it comes to people with a
sensitive gut, along with the type and timing of the salad
consumed, one needs to be very careful about the addi-
tional elements added, particularly the type and quantities
of both acid and spice/herbs used, as they can easily lead
to gut discomfort. Whereas when it comes to blood sugar,
it’s not just the lemon and spices/ herbs in the salad that
matter. The addition of fat and some protein to the salad
helps manage blood sugar better,” asserts Prabhu.

Simple tweaks can make such combinations more
balanced and sustainable for long-term healthFor people
who culturally enjoy such salads, Prabhu informs that some
simple tweaks that can make them more balanced and sus-
tainable for long-term health without compromising taste
would include:

‘Have you ever experienced beard burn?’:
Doctor explains why a kiss can cause redness

and itching; a dermatologist verifies
A kiss is supposed to be intimate and comforting, but

for some people, it can end with unexpected redness, itch-
ing, and irritation on the face. This uncomfortable reaction,
often brushed off as ‘sensitive skin,’ has a name — and it’s
more common than many realise. Explaining the phenom-
enon, Dr Kunal Sood, a Maryland-based physician, shared
in an Instagram post that the condition is called ‘beard burn.’
Describing how suddenly it can strike, he said, “One mo-
ment you are sharing a kiss, the next, you have a burning,
itchy rash on your face.” Beard burn typically occurs when
coarse facial hair repeatedly rubs against the skin, leaving
it “red, dry and painfully irritated.”

beard burn may seem like a minor annoyance, it isn’t
always harmless. In some cases, the friction can cause
tiny breaks in the skin. According to Dr Sood, this increases
the risk of infections such as impetigo, a highly contagious
bacterial condition that spreads easily. The issue isn’t just
the hair itself, but also hygiene, skin barrier health, and how
often irritation is repeated.Offering solutions to the problem,
Dr Sood wrote in the caption: “Have you ever experienced
beard burn?” He went on to mention that moisturising, hy-
drating the beard, trimming, and keeping it clean can sig-
nificantly help prevent beard burn.

But what exactly happens to the skin during beard
burn?

Dr Swetha Sridhar, medical director, Dr Swetha’s Skin
Sutra Clinic, tells indianexpress.com, “Beard burn occurs
when coarse facial hair repeatedly rubs against delicate
areas of the skin, most commonly the cheeks, chin, neck
or around the lips. This friction disrupts the outermost skin
barrier, known as the stratum corneum, creating micro-
scopic abrasions. Once this protective layer is compro-
mised, the skin loses moisture more rapidly and becomes
vulnerable to irritation and inflammation.”

The intensity of the reaction varies from person to per-
son because skin sensitivity is influenced by several fac-
tors. “People with naturally sensitive skin, eczema-prone
skin, rosacea, or an already weakened skin barrier tend to
react more strongly. Beard texture also plays a role. Thicker,
curlier, or freshly trimmed stubble has sharper edges, caus-
ing more mechanical irritation. Environmental factors such
as dry weather, existing acne, or use of harsh skincare prod-
ucts can further amplify the inflammatory response,” states
Dr Sridhar.Managing beard-related skin irritation long-
termLong-term management starts with reducing friction
rather than masking irritation with multiple products. Dr
Sridhar suggests, “Keeping facial hair slightly longer and
well-conditioned helps soften the beard and reduce its abra-
sive effect. Regularly using a mild beard conditioner or oil
can significantly improve hair texture. Avoiding very close
trimming before intimate contact also helps, as freshly cut
stubble is usually the most irritating.”For the partner with
sensitive skin, she says, maintaining a strong skin barrier
is key. A simple routine using a gentle cleanser and a fra-
grance-free moisturiser with barrier-repair ingredients such
as ceramides is often sufficient.
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 BCCI promises kinder FTP cycle,
rest between series and tour games

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
With an eye on managing players’ workload, provid-

ing them adequate rest and recovery time between se-
ries, and thus limiting the possibility of picking up injuries,
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has prom-
ised a better-planned Future Tour Programme from the
next cycle. Some of the proposed measures include chalk-
ing out the calendar in such a way that the players get
more rest between series, and sufficient time to get
acclimatised to conditions, more so in SENA countries,
including warm-up games before series.“We have in-
structed our FTP persons who will be meeting very soon
in various international forums that our FTP should be in
such a way that there is proper rest for the players as well
as some kind of acclimatisation or friendly matches be-
fore any major series in SENA countries,” BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia told media after a meeting with captains
Shubman Gill (Test and ODIs), Shreyas Iyer (T20Is, coach
Gautam Gambhir and head of Centre of Excellence (COE)
VVS Laxman. Ajit Agarkar, the chairman of selectors,
couldn’t attend the meeting due to prior commitments.

In the review meeting held in the board headquarters
here to discuss the roadmap of Indian cricket in an impor-
tant season, they discoursed the frequent incidence of inju-
ries, possibly due to a packed calendar. Saikia admitted:
“Individual players are having injuries because they have to
play a lot of matches. If you look at their schedule, in En-
gland, three-four players of the 15-member ODI squad got
injured. We have to think that they have played two months
of IPL before that. All this takes a toll on the health of the
players.”The schedule is not getting kinder, with India set to
feature in seven Tests, 14 ODIs, and 16 T20Is, apart from
the Asian Games, until the next IPL in late March. The board,

though, has assured the team management and its cap-
tains that they will plan better so that players get sufficient
rest. “To avoid those kinds of situations under the present
FTP, we are trying to find some ways out. We have a proto-
col in place for how a player can come back to international
matches after injury. We are taking feedback from the cap-
tains and head coach to chalk up a proper strategy to avoid
these unwanted situations,” the secretary assured.He also
asserted that, “everybody is on the same page.” “BCCI is
working very well, like a well oiled engine. There is proper
coordination amongst all the wings of BCCI, whether it is
women’s teams committees or their technical staff or their
coaches, vis-a-vis the COE, vis-a-vis the Indian men’s
team’s coaching staff and the head coach. There is no diffi-
culty in the coordination, everything is moving in the right
direction.”“The only challenge we are facing is that there are
too many matches in the year and that is why in the next
FTP, we will do certain things. We will take certain mea-
sures,” he added.

The board secretary defused speculation on former
captain Rohit Sharma’s future. “He is playing superbly in all
matches. So what more do you want? Last match he scored
138 runs so why is there speculation? I do not want to give
some fodder for the speculators,” he said, stubbing rumours
that he was not in the selectors’ scheme for the World Cup
in southern Africa later next year.He also said they didn’t
discuss the future of Agarkar, and clarified that the talks re-
volved only around the roadmap for the 2027 World Cup.
“Today he was out of station. He could not be a part of the
meeting because this meeting was called at a very short
notice, and our head of the selection committee was not in
town, so he could not join it. He was in such an area that he
could not join online also, in spite of all these efforts,” he
said.

No issues in Asian GamesRegarding concerns on fa-
cilities and accommodation in Asian Games, he said: “We
are not going to have any difficulties in Japan.” There were
reports that the cricketers had raised complaints about be-
ing put up in container villas of cruise ships. But the secre-
tary said: “If any kind of situation arises, we’ll take an appro-
priate call at the right time, so that we ensure that our play-
ers and the support star will get the best of facilities in Asian
Games, whether it is from their organisers or us. If required,
BCCI will have its own system in place to provide the best
facilities to our players,” he replied.Meanwhile, three
bowlers—Rasikh Salam, Kartik Tyagi and Vicky Ostwal will
travel with the Indian team to the Asian Games.

Spanish World Cup winner Marcos Llorente
retires from international football
 GNS News Agency, Sept 6

Spain midfielder and World Cup winner Marcos
Llorente has retired from international football just six
weeks after the final. He made 27 senior appearances for
the Spanish team.In a farewell letter, the Atlético Madrid
player said it was, “a personal decision, one I’ve thought
through very carefully and, above all, one that comes from
the heart.” He also clarified that the outcome of the tour-
nament would not have made a difference on his choice,
saying, “regardless of whether I had gone to the World
Cup or not, or whether we had won or not, I had already
made this decision.”

While he mostly operates as a midfielder, Llorente
played as a right-back for his national team during this World
Cup where he provided the assist to Álex Baena during
Spain’s 1-0 win against Uruguay.The La Liga player, still only
31, addressed the relatively young age at which he is retir-
ing, saying, “I realize that I’m still young and that, perhaps, if
I continued to perform well, I’d still have years left to play in
this jersey.” He further said, “I know many of you won’t un-
derstand this, and I probably wouldn’t have understood it
either if I were looking at it from the outside.”He signed the

letter off by thanking his Spanish teammates for the journey
he has been on. “I’ll cherish everything I’ve experienced,
but above all, these last 52 days. With a wonderful group
that fought until the very end to put Spain at the top. And
that’s exactly what they did.”Llorente currently plays for
Atlético Madrid and signed an extension with the club just 5
months ago. While his contract runs out by 2027, in an inter-
view with Sport, he said, “if I am honest I would like to retire
at Atlético de Madrid.”

 Cricket can be dangerous in Asian
Games, says former India batter

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
Cricket’s inclusion at the 2023 Asian Games had

raised questions about the nature of pitches prepared in
the multi-sport events, and ahead of the 2026 iteration,
former India batter Aakash Chopra has questioned the
relevance of the sport in the continental
tournament.Cricket at the forthcoming Asian Games in
Japan will be played at the Korogi Sports Park in Nisshin,
one of the few venues designed to host the sport in the
country. However, the ground was re-modelled from a
baseball facility, with works of the ground only completed
in late March, with a hybrid pitch square.Chopra, how-
ever, cautioned that under-prepared pitches at the Games
could be dangerous for the players involved.“There is a
different uproar going on about the Asian Games. We
saw it last time as well. Whether it’s in China or Japan,
these countries have all kinds of top-quality infrastruc-
ture, but not for cricket. They also wake up late for cricket.
By the time they wake up, they realize that making it is a
very difficult job,” Chopra said.

“They have tried, but we saw last time as well that if a
top-flight bowler bowls fast, the pitches aren’t ready at all.
They are actually dangerous to play. You feel the safety of
your own players is on the line. They prepare the ground but
are unable to prepare the square, and no cricket would have
been played on it. You shouldn’t be surprised at all if it be-
comes dangerous,” he added.Chopra added that there is
not enough awareness yet about the suitability of cricket in
such multi-sport events. Cricket has previously been played
only in three editions of the Asian Games in 2010, 2014 and
2023.“The second problem is that there probably isn’t enough
realization that cricket is a different kind of sport. The facili-
ties that are required just to perform at the highest level aren’t
ready at all. They say they can’t provide hotels, two people

will stay in a room, and that they are using cruise ships or
converted containers as hotels. This is not how cricket
actually happens,” he said.“You can call it slightly elitist or
classist, as to why it is not right for them when it is right for
everyone else. You may have a point, but the truth is that
cricket is not played like that. When you go to play cricket
around the world, you get a single room to stay. You get
your privacy, and you are used to that,” Chopra
observed.Twelve nations will compete in cricket in the men’s
and women’s formats between September 17 and October
3. The Indian men’s and women’s will begin their gold medal
defence with a direct berth in the quarter-finals.

Yuvraj Singh wishes mentee
Abhishek Sharma on his 26th birthday

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
New Delhi: Former Indian cricketer Yuvraj Singh on

Friday shared special wishes to his mentee Abhishek
Sharma on his 26th birthday.Yuvraj has been a mentor to
Abhishek, helping in his rise to international cricket as he
became the No.1 T20I batter and reinvented the T20I bat-
ting template for India.

Sharing a cheeky video, Yuvraj wished Abhishek in
the caption on his cakeday. “Sir Abhishek, it’s your birth-

day. What an auspicious day. Love the person you have
become – sharing and caring for those around you, and a
leader! Always learning from your failures and willing to put
in more hard work each time! Wishing you a year of runs
and tons! Lots of love always,” Yuvraj wrote on Instagram.He
shared a humorous video with Abhishek, where he can be
seen asking the youngster not to play rash shots and mak-
ing him do sit-ups for his errors. “Bol mai pehli ball te lappa
nahi maaranga,” Yuvraj can be heard saying as Abhishek
holds his ears in sit-ups. “Mai pehli ball te lift nahi maranga,”
Abhishek replied.

The video further pictured the close bond between the
two, with some light-hearted digs from Yuvraj. It also films
Yuvraj, Abhishek and Sanju Samson attending the
Wimbledon event from the stands. “Kya chahiye aapko?”
Yuvraj asked Abhishek in the video shared as the trio
watched the SW19. “Aapka Aashirwaad,” Abhishek said,
as Yuvi replied, “Always”.Abhishek has tasted success at
the international level and has become a fearsome T20I bat-
ter. He has two centuries with 11 half-tons to his name in 55
innings.Abhishek holds the second-fastest century in T20Is
for India, having smacked a ton in just 37 balls last year
against England. He is only behind former skipper Rohit
Sharma in this list, with the 2024 T20 World Cup-winning
captain having hit a hundred in 35 balls against Sri Lanka in
2017.Abhishek will be in action next in the upcoming three-
match T20I series against Afghanistan in New Delhi and will
look to make the most of the opportunities after having mixed
outings against Ireland, England and Zimbabwe.The South-
paw has only one fifty in the last 10 innings and has been
dismissed in single digits in the last four innings.

Smriti Mandhana says inspiring young
girls matters more than cricket records

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6Dubai: India vice-cap-
tain Smriti Mandhana believes her biggest measure of
success will not be the records she breaks but the num-
ber of young girls she can inspire to pick up a bat and ball
and dream of playing cricket for India.Mandhana made
history with a breathtaking 124 off 64 balls against Hong
Kong China in the Women’s T20 Asia Cup on Thursday,
becoming the leading run-scorer in women’s international
cricket after surpassing former India captain Mithali Raj’s
tally of 10,868 runs.

However, reflecting on her record-breaking perfor-
mance, Mandhana said she has never viewed personal mile-
stones as the ultimate measure of her career.“I always felt
this is my job. I never thought of anything else than records
and numbers and the amount of matches you win for India.
That is a measure which you take back; you don’t take back
how many runs or records you’ve broken,” Mandhana said
in a video released by BCCI.

The left-handed opener, who also became the first In-
dian woman to score multiple T20I centuries, said she would
take greater pride in helping the next generation of Indian
women cricketers reach the highest level.“If anything of mine
could inspire even like 10% girls to pick up a bat and ball
and start playing cricket, I feel that would be something which
I’ll always be proud and happy about,” she said.Mandhana
also spoke about her desire to see more Indian batters join
her among the leading run-scorers in women’s international
cricket.“Hopefully there will be three-four more in the list of
10,000 from the Indian set-up and that is something which I
would like to be measured with. If I come back to the ques-
tion, taking three or four with you would be great to have in
the top five list, and there will be like three or four Indians. I
think that’s something which I’ll measure my career with,”
she said.The 30-year-old admitted that she never imagined
she would surpass Mithali, whom she grew up watching and
idolising.“All grown up watching Mithali Di back, she’s been
such an idol for everyone growing up. I never in my dreams
ever imagined that I would get 10,000 and go past her,”
Mandhana said.

Despite her landmark achievement, Mandhana in-
sisted there was still plenty of room for improvement in
her game.“I wouldn’t say that you’re ever complete as a
batter or a bowler, and if you feel that, cricket will always
show you that you’re not,” she said.Mandhana also high-
lighted her efforts to improve her six-hitting ability, an as-
pect that was on full display against Hong Kong China as
she smashed seven sixes during her record knock.“I’ve
been constantly trying to improve my six-hitting abilities in
terms of being able to even clear the long-off and the
long-on fielder or have the confidence to do that,” she
said.Her 124, which came with 14 fours and seven sixes,
was also the highest individual score in Women’s T20
Asia Cup history, surpassing Chamari Athapaththu’s un-
beaten 119 against Malaysia in 2024.The knock was
Mandhana’s 18th international century, taking her past
Meg Lanning and Laura Wolvaardt for the most hundreds
across formats in women’s international cricket. She also
became the first Indian woman to register multiple T20I
centuries and set a new record for the highest individual
score by an Indian woman in T20Is.Mandhana’s innings
helped India post 193/5 in 20 overs, which proved to be
too much for Hong Kong, as they got bowled out for just
56 runs and lost the match by 137 runs.

Kidambi Srikanth loses
to Lee Cheuk Yiu in China

Masters quarterfinals
Shenzhen: Kidambi Srikanth’s campaign at the China

Masters, a BWF Super 750 tournament, ended after losing
to Lee Cheuk Yiu of Hong Kong in the quarterfinals here on
Friday.Srikanth suffered a 16-21, 16-21 loss at the hands of
Lee at the Shenzhen Arena. It was Srikanth’s first quarterfinal
appearance at a BWF World Tour Super 750 event or above
in three years.

Lee’s lead in their head-to-head record was also in-
creased as a result of the defeat, as Srikanth has now lost
their last four matches in a row with Lee. In the first round of
the 2018 India Open, he was victorious over the Hong Kong
player for the only time in his career.In the pre-quarters,
Srikanth pulled off a stunning upset over Canadian World
No. 9 and recent World Championship bronze medallist Vic-
tor Lai, winning 21-18, 21-19. He had defeated Chinese
Taipei’s World No. 21 Chi Yu-jen 21-16, 21-15 in just 35 min-
utes in the opening round.Later in the day, former World No.
1 pair Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, a lone
Indian challenge left at the 750 event, will take on Danish
pair Kim Astrup and Anders Skaarup Rasmussen for a place
in the semifinals.The Indian held off France’s Toma Junior
Popov and Christo Popov 21-17, 22-24, 21-9 to make it to
the quarterfinal.Earleir, India’s women’s singles campaign
at the BWF Super 750 badminton tournament, came to an
end on Thursday after Tanvi Sharma lost 21-17, 18-21, 21-
16 against Japan’s Tomoka Miyazaki.

‘Serve like Sachin’: BCCI reveals long-
term plan for Sooryavanshi’s career

 GNS News Agency, Sept 6
Within two years of bursting onto the professional

circuit, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi has captured the imagina-
tion of Indian cricket fans at a level no other youngster has
come close to. The 15-year-old has risen through the ranks
at rapid speed, breaking records within two series of his
international debut this year.The Bihar prodigy’s future
was a part of the crucial review meeting held by the vari-
ous stakeholders at the Board of Control for Cricket in
India’s (BCCI) headquarters in Mumbai on Thursday.
Sooryavanshi, who broke Sachin Tendulkar’s record as
the youngest male cricketer to represent India during the
T20I series in England in July, has now been backed to
emulate the legendary Mumbaikar.

“We want Vaibhav Sooryavanshi or any player of his
stature to continue and serve like Sachin Tendulkar did for
the country or other players who in the past became leg-
ends,” BCCI secretary Saikia told reporters.

“So we look at Vaibhav in a very serious manner. He’s
monitored from every angle and every step he is taking for-
ward in his international career. The BCCI is taking a very
close look at his future.”Saikia also said that the BCCI will
not make the mistake of fast-tracking him for bigger assign-
ments and will take the left-hander’s progression one step
at a time. The secretary also said that the BCCI’s Centre of
Excellence are tracking up to 15 players in the same age
group as Sooryavanshi with the future in mind.“We are very
cautious that every right step he should take forward so that
it should not be a one series or one year wonder.“We are
looking at all the players, not only Vaibhav’s relevance, but
there are about 10–15 players who are in our targeted group,”
Saikia said.“They are constantly monitored by our COE
head, VVS Laxman, who is taking keen interest in their fu-

ture and their training and skill development.”Following his
underwhelming T20I debut in England with scores of 14, 13,
and 15 in three innings, Sooryavanshi emerged as the Player
of the Series during India’s 3-0 triumph in Zimbabwe. He
later sizzled with the fastest-ever List A century during India
A’s Tri-Nation series win in Sri Lanka. Sooryavanshi was
also elevated as East Zone’s vice-captain in the domestic
season-opening Duleep Trophy.Sooryavanshi came close
to recording his maiden First-Class century during the semi-
final victory against Central Zone, with a quickfire fifty mak-
ing him the youngest half-century in the Duleep Trophy.

Naomi Osaka beats
Siniakova to reach US

Open third round
New York: Four-time Grand Slam titlist Naomi Osaka

debuted a new daytime kit for her second-round match and
then recovered from losing the second set to overcome
Katerina Siniakova in the decider, progressing to the third
round of the US Open in New York on Thursday.Osaka, the
two-time champion in New York with titles in 2018 and 2020,
recovered after losing a 5-3 lead in the second set to defeat
Siniakova 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 in 2 hours and 2 minutes.While her
first-round walkout outfit was inspired by Allen Iverson, with
sweatbands and a hoodie embellished with news-making
moments from her career, in addition to a long tulle skirt,
Thursday’s ‘fit’ was a bit more understated. The white outer
layer is collared and adorned with beaded tennis racquets,
and features a long mesh train with strips of fabric that flut-
tered as she walked.Things were not as smooth on the court
once again. Osaka had needed two tiebreaks to scrape past
No. 101-ranked Anastasia Zakharova, who broke the former
World No. 1’s serve four times, in the first round; after that
tussle, she admitted to being “so nervous” during it. Against
Siniakova, she did not face a break point through her first
seven service games — but then dropped serve three times
in a row before resetting in the decider.With this, Osaka made
the third round of the US Open for the eighth time in 10 main-
draw appearances. Having also reached that stage of the
Australian Open followed by career-best showings at Roland
Garros (fourth round) and Wimbledon (quarterfinals)
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Tannaz Irani married at 20, became Mrs India
runner-up; illness left her wheelchair-bound

Some people are born positive, while others spend
a lifetime learning how to find good in the bad. For actor
Tannaz Irani, optimism seems to have come naturally.
Throughout her career, she has often played cheerful,
happy-go-lucky characters—the friend or family member
who brings warmth and perspective to the lives of the
lead characters. Off screen, too, Tannaz appears to have
consciously embraced that role. Always brimming with
energy and positivity, Tannaz, however, hit rock bottom
around the COVID-19 pandemic. She reached a point
where she no longer wanted to live the life she had and
struggled to recognise herself. The actor says she be-
came increasingly negative and jealous, with dark
thoughts beginning to take over her mind.

Tannaz married at 20, became a mother at 21Tannaz
has always been someone who follows her heart. She of-
ten made decisions without worrying too much about the
consequences, and many of those choices worked in her
favour. One of the most significant decisions of her life came
when she got married at the age of 20, even before begin-
ning her career.“I got married to a Muslim: Farid Currim.
He was 18 years older than me. My parents knew that I
would do only what I wanted. He is a very sorted man and
a theatre actor. I got married and had my first child, who is
my best friend now,” she told Hautterfly.However, by the
time she turned 28, Tannaz realised that while she may
have found the right man, they had met at the wrong time.

‘I was with the right man at wrong time’“I ended that
marriage after eight years. The age difference started to
reflect because when you are 20, you are growing rapidly.
He was a great man, but I was looking for something else.
I wanted to go out and party, while he was very mature
because he had been there and done that. I was too imma-
ture to understand,” she said.Speaking to Siddharth Kannan
about her first marriage, Tannaz said that she had led a
sheltered life and was drawn to her husband’s talent as a
theatre artist.“I was very innocent. I had a very sheltered
life. He used to work in theatre, and it used to be a huge
thing back then. I just fell in love with the way he used to
sing and act. I got married and became pregnant. I had to
drop out of college because my baby bump wouldn’t fit un-
der the table,” she recalled. “He was a wonderful man with
a wonderful family. We just met at the wrong time. It was
my decision to move on. He must have been hurt then, but
today, we are all great friends,” she added.

However, the divorce affected her relationship with her
daughter, who continued to live with her father. “My daugh-
ter stayed with him, and I couldn’t spend a lot of time with
her. There were many changes in our relationship. She must
have been very hurt,” Tannaz said.Speaking to Hautterfly,
she added, “After a divorce, you do feel sad, scared and
doubtful, and you second-guess yourself. My relationship
with my daughter hit a block. She had her own turmoil. The
problem with me is that I forget my problems at a surface
level, but my daughter isn’t like that. It was difficult for her.
She was young.”

Her first marriage gave her a career push, and finan-
cial disciplineDespite the challenges in her personal life, her
first marriage introduced Tannaz to full-fledged theatre pro-
ductions—a dream she had nurtured since the age of eight.
Her work on stage eventually opened doors to television
and films. Her former husband, Farid Currim, also helped
the young actor understand the importance of managing
her finances. Around the same time, Tannaz became the
first runner-up at Mrs India 2002.“I married Farid Currim at
20. I started doing plays after that. Vivek Vaswani saw me
there and cast me in Zabaan Sambhalke. After that, I re-
ceived multiple offers. Then, I attended a wedding where I
met Rakesh Roshan. He asked me why I wasn’t doing films.
I said, ‘Because nobody offered me.’ From there, I got Kaho
Naa… Pyaar Hai. That was my entry into films,” she told
Siddharth Kannan.

She added, “I was in the eighth grade when I started

doing theatre. My first pay cheque was Rs 100. My ex-
husband helped me a lot in sorting out my finances. He
built a beautiful portfolio. After I got divorced, I learned it too.
I have invested my money.”When Tannaz broke
normsTannaz has always believed that where there is a
will, there is a way. At a time when the entertainment indus-
try remained largely silent about the marital status of its
actors, she entered the industry at the age of 21 as a mother,
breaking several conventions.When Tannaz found love for
a second timeA few years after her divorce, Tannaz met
her now-husband, Bhaktiyar Irani, on the reality show Fame
Gurukul. Recalling their first meeting, she said, “We met on
a reality show. He teased me, and I found him to be the
worst human being on the face of the earth. He played a
prank on me. I never wanted to talk to him. He made me
cry. I thought he was rude and mean.” “Eventually, he
apologised to me, but I was still very guarded. Once, he fell
sick, and while I was helping him, he fell in love with me. I
am much older than him,” she added.Their relationship was
not easy, especially because of their seven years age dif-
ference and Tannaz’s status as a divorcee.

In another interview with Siddharth Kannan, Tannaz
revealed that both families initially opposed their relation-
ship. “There was resistance from both sides because
Bhaktiyar was not well-settled. We lived together and de-
cided that we would wait until both our families agreed to
the wedding. That same year, my father passed away. My
daughter was not in favour of the relationship either. But our
dynamics changed after Zeus was born,” she said.

The couple eventually tied the knot in 2007 and went
on to welcome a son, Zeus, and a daughter, Zara. Tannaz
later spoke openly about undergoing amniocentesis during
her pregnancies.Embracing motherhood in 30s and 40s

“Zeus was born when I was in my late 30s, while Zara
was born when I was in my late 40s. So, I had to undergo
amniocentesis. It is a test to determine whether the child
has any biological issues because of the mother’s age. The
test was negative,” she said.For years, life seemed to be
going well for Tannaz, who had always found positivity even
in difficult circumstances. However, her health began to
deteriorate around the COVID-19 pandemic, pushing her
into a phase where she believed her life and career were
over.“I fell sick in the early 2020s. There was pain around
my hips. I thought it was a simple twist or perhaps because
I had gained weight. However, that negligence only made it
worse. There came a point when I couldn’t even stand. It
felt like my life was over. My 25-year career was finished. I
started limping,” she told Siddharth Kannan.She added, “I
was pushed into such a phase that I couldn’t recognise
myself. My self-confidence and identity were shaken. The
worst part was that no doctor could understand what had
happened to me. I underwent multiple tests and took so
many steroids that I gained more weight. I was only getting
worse with every doctor’s appointment.”“From a size me-
dium, I became an extra-large. That pushed me into de-
pression. I didn’t want to live my life. I took several injec-
tions and painkillers. Obviously, I ran out of work and started
rejecting offers. I was in pain 24/7 for two long years.”The
situation became so difficult that Tannaz began planning
what she believed could be one final holiday with her fam-
ily. “I went to a doctor and told him to give me one painkiller
injection. It was a very expensive one. That doctor told me
that the pain would not go away without surgery, and he
was right. I took the injection and went to London in a wheel-
chair. I had become very negative and jealous,” she said.

At a time when she believed there was no way back
to her cheerful and optimistic self, Tannaz discovered neuro-
linguistic programming, or NLP.“It was around this time that
I came across neuro-linguistic programming. I took up a
class because I couldn’t do anything else. That alone
changed the way I thought and my perspective towards
life,” she said.The experience had such a profound impact
on her that Tannaz went on to complete the required train-
ing and certifications to become an NLP coach herself. She
believes the shift in her mindset also changed the trajec-
tory of her life.After being out of work for nearly two years,
Tannaz began receiving offers again. She credits her sur-
gery and her experience with NLP for helping her reclaim
the identity and confidence she felt she had lost.During her
difficult phase, her husband Bhaktiyar and close friends tried
their best to help her find happiness again.“When I wasn’t
working and was depressed, I would travel abroad with my
friends. Bhaktiyar sponsored all of it, saying, ‘Whatever
keeps you happy.’ I felt weird about depending on him fi-
nancially, but he never made me feel uncomfortable,” she
said.Bhaktiyar and Tannaz have also faced their share of
disagreements and marital challenges—especially after their
Bigg Boss stint, but nothing that they believed could break
their relationship.

Mrunal Thakur threatens legal action
over deepfake content

Mumbai: Actress Mrunal Thakur has issued a stern
warning against the misuse of her identity through
deepfake content.The actress, on Tuesday, stated that
anyone creating or sharing such material using her ‘like-
ness’ could face legal consequences.Taking to her so-
cial media account, the actress shared a strongly worded
note addressing the growing issue of AI-generated fake
content.The note read, “Creating or sharing deepfake
content using my likeness is illegal and unacceptable.
Consider this your formal notice to stop immediately. Any
further misuse of my identity will result in legal action.”

The actress has, however, not specified which par-
ticular deepfake content or account prompted her latest
warning.Talking about the actress, she recently was in news
for her dance performance at a friend’s wedding, that took
the internet by storm.On the work front, Mrunal had began
her acting career with the television show, Kumkum Bhagya
before making a successful transition to films.She was seen
essaying the role of Bulbul, the younger sister of the lead,
Sriti Jha in the show.After making her switch to Bollywood,
she went on to receive good reviews for her performances
in her movies such as such as Love Sonia, Super 30, Batla
House, Sita Ramam, Hi Nanna,

The Family Star and Son of Sardaar 2 amongst
others.Mrunal was last seen in the movie, Hai Jawani Toh
Ishq Hona Hai which also starred Varun Dhawan, Pooja
Hegde.The movie marked the last directorial of ace film-
maker David Dhawan. He had announced the project to be
his last at the trailer launch of the movie.

Rakul Preet Singh on why she chose Surpanakha
in Ramayana: ‘So much more to her story’

Director Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana has dominated
online conversations ever since its four-minute trailer was
unveiled last week. While the visually ambitious first glimpse
has been met with some praise, it has also sparked sev-
eral debates, from questions around actor Ranbir Kapoor’s
casting as Lord Rama and discussions about the film’s
costume design to the surprise appearance of actors like
Vivek Oberoi.

‘Hope audiences discover her with an open
mind’Among the many talking points from the trailer is Rakul
Preet Singh, who appears as Surpanakha, the sister of

Ravana. Although her screen time in the trailer is brief,
her casting has generated considerable interest, with
many curious to see her interpretation of one of the epic’s
most layered and often misunderstood characters.

Recently, Rakul took to X to explain what drew her
to the role. Responding to a fan who praised her decision
to portray Surpanakha, the actor shared that it was the
character’s emotional complexity that convinced her to join
the film. She replied, “Thank you for this beautiful letter. What
made me say yes to Surpanakha was exactly what you
mentioned – her complexity. History often remembers her
for one moment, but there is so much more to her story. As
an actor, roles that challenge perception are the most ex-
citing. I hope audiences discover her with an open mind
when Ramayana arrives.”Surpanakha is one of the pivotal
figures in Valmiki’s Ramayana, whose actions set in mo-
tion the chain of events that ultimately culminated in the
war between Lord Ram and Ravana. The sister of the pow-
erful demon king Ravana, she played a crucial role in shap-
ing the epic’s central conflict.

Following the death of her husband, Surpanakha spent
much of her time wandering the forests of South India. Dur-
ing one such visit to Panchavati, she encountered Lord Ram
and was immediately captivated by him. Using her powers
of maya, she transformed herself into a beautiful woman
and proposed to him. However, Ram, devoted to Sita, re-
jected her advances. She then approached Lakshmana,
who also refused her.Humiliated and enraged, Surpanakha
attempted to attack Sita. In response, Lakshmana severed
her nose and ears, an incident that became a defining turn-
ing point in the epic. Seeking revenge, Surpanakha first
turned to her brother Khara, who sent his warriors to con-
front Ram, only to be defeated. She then approached
Ravana and urged him to abduct Sita. Ignoring the counsel
of his younger brother Vibhishana, Ravana carried out the
abduction, setting the stage for the great battle of Lanka.

‘India maa hai, Pakistan mausi’: Batwara 1947
star Sunny Deol recalls Dharmendra’s words

Ahead of the release of his highly anticipated pe-
riod drama Batwara 1947, actor Sunny Deol interacted
with the media in Patna, Bihar, as part of the film’s promo-
tions, during which he shared his opinion on Pakistan as
a nation.When a reporter asked him for his views on the
neighbouring country, given that Batwara 1947, helmed by
Rajkumar Santoshi, is set against the backdrop of the In-
dia-Pakistan Partition, Sunny quoted his father, Bollywood
legend Dharmendra, and referred to Pakistan as Indians’
“mausi” (aunt). He also confirmed that the movie was shot
entirely in India and not in Pakistan.“Hum feel ki baatein
nahi karte because pura mulk ek hi tha. Jaise papa ne kaha
ki ye meri maa hai aur vo meri mausi hai — ye toh aap log
sab achi tarah se jante hain. Hum sab ek tarah se hain toh
jude hue kahin na kahin se (We don’t talk about sentiments
because the entire country was once one. As my father
used to say — and as you all know very well — this (India)

is my mother, and that (Pakistan) is my aunt. In a way, we
are all connected somewhere or other),” he said.

“Main us sab me zyada jana nahi chahta… hum ac-
tors hain, we are makers. Hum kahaaniyaan chunte hain
aur kahaaniyan banate hain. Usko phir hum yahan vahan,
usko politically nahi le ke jate hain aur na jana chahte hain.
Isilye main us sabki baat hi nahi karuga (I don’t want to
delve too deep into all that because we are actors; we are
makers. We choose stories, and we create stories. We don’t
take them in a political direction, nor do we wish to. That is
why I won’t speak about those matters at all),” Sunny Deol,
who also served as a BJP MP representing the Gurdaspur
constituency from 2019-2024, added.Sunny Deol took a
short break and paid a visit to the Takhat Sri Harimandir Ji
Patna Sahib in Bihar. Sunny Deol at Takhat Sri Harimandir
Ji Patna Sahib in Patna. (ANI photo)For those unfamiliar,
Batwara 1947 unfolds in Lahore, Pakistan, and the movie’s
logline states, “During India’s Partition, families face chaos
and heartbreak as their lives are shattered. Amid violence
and upheaval, they rely on courage, compassion, and re-
silience to survive in a world divided by fear.”

Sunny Deol offers prayers at Sri Harimandir
SahibWhile the promotions for the period drama were pro-
gressing at full swing, Sunny also took a short break and
paid a visit to the  Sri Harimandir Ji Sahib in Patna, Bihar.
He was accompanied by his son Karan Deol, who also plays
a key role in Batwara 1947, and they offered prayers at the
historic shrine, the revered birthplace of the tenth Sikh Guru,
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. They also received Kada Prasad
during their visit, news agency ANI reported.Besides Sunny
Deol and Karan Deol, Batwara 1947 also stars Shabana
Azmi, Preity Zinta, Ali Fazal, and Abhimanyu Singh in key
roles. Bankrolled by Aamir Khan and Aparna Purohit under
the banner of Aamir Khan Productions, the movie will hit
the screens on August 14.

Imran Khan confirms comeback with ‘age-
appropriate’ rom-com Adhure Hum Adhure Tum

For nearly a decade, social media has kept one ques-
tion alive for Imran Khan: ‘When are you returning to the
movies?’ Ever since the actor stepped away from the big
screen after Nikkhil Advani’s Katti Batti (2015), co-starring
Kangana Ranaut, fans have repeatedly urged him to make
a comeback. Earlier this year, he briefly appeared in a
tongue-in-cheek cameo in Vir Das’ Happy Patel: Khatarnak
Jasoos, but his return as a leading man remained uncer-
tain.

‘I have just finished shooting a new movie’Now, Imran
has finally broken his silence and confirmed that his come-
back film is ready. Speaking to The Hollywood Reporter
India, the actor revealed that he has wrapped shooting for a
mature romantic comedy titled Adhure Hum Adhure Tum,
which is currently in post-production and is set to release
on Netflix later this year. “I have just finished shooting a
new movie. It’s my first movie in 10 years and we’re in post-
production right now. It’s called Adhure Hum Adhure Tum.
It’s for Netflix and is scheduled to come out at the end of
this year. It’s a grown-up romantic comedy… age-appro-
priate to where I am now.”Describing the project as one
that was worth the long wait, Imran suggested that the film

reflects where he is in life today, both personally and
professionally. Instead of returning with a conventional
commercial entertainer, he has chosen a story that aligns
with his own growth over the past decade. “I’ve just worked
with a really great young actor, Gurfateh Pirzada,” he
added. “Adhure Hum Adhure Tum. It’s the one I simply
had to make after 10 years.”Earlier, Imran had revealed
that the film is directed by Danish Aslam, with whom he
previously collaborated on Break Ke Baad. Speaking to
Hindustan Times, the actor explained why the project
feels like a natural continuation of their earlier work.“The
movie is just like what the team of Break Ke Baad would
be doing 15 years later in life. It’s a natural progression.
Danish and I now have collective life experience. He’s
been married, I’ve been through a divorce. It’s just the
film we should make 15 years later. This is very much a
personal project that came from the creative urge of want-
ing to tell a story and working with friends. The shoot is
complete and it’s in post production. We are looking at
releasing it once the streaming platform decides on the
date.”

Nithiin’s next titled
‘Alias Rukmini’; makers

 unveil title glimpse
Hyderabad: The makers of director Murali Kanth

Devasoth’s upcoming Telugu entertainer, featuring Telugu
star Nithiin in the lead, on Monday announced the title of the
film as ‘Alias Radha’, much to the delight of fans and film
buffs.

The film, which is being presented by well known
Telugu actor Nani, is being produced by Deepthi Ganta. To
announce the title of the film, the makers released a title
glimpse video on Monday.

The actress has, however, not specified which
particular deepfake content or account prompted her
latest warning.Talking about the actress


