
Married man dies by suicide in
Khammam’s Konijerla

Khammam: A married man allegedly died by suicide at Tanikella of Konijerla mandal in the district.
The deceased Peddagoundla Gopal Rao (30) was said to be distressed following a family dispute and his

wife leaving for her parents’ home. He hanged himself from the ceiling fan with a saree at his home on Saturday
when no one was at home.Based on a complaint by the deceased man’s mother, Shanthamma, Konijerla
police registered a case and launched an investigation into the incident.

Notorious house burglar arrested
in Peddapalli

Peddapalli: A notorious thief from Jagtial was arrested on charges of house burglaries in Manthani town on
Saturday.

Briefing media persons on the details of the arrest, Godavarikhani ACP M Ramesh said that Vanam Ramu of
Tharakarama Nagar in Jagtial was apprehended for committing offences at regular intervals. He was detained
while moving suspiciously in the town during night patrolling by the police.

Question accepted ideas, find solutions:
Modi to IIT-Delhi graduates

New Delhi,August 8
In his first public address after the students’ protest at Jantar Mantar,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, speaking at the 57th convocation ceremony
of IIT-Delhi on Saturday, urged graduates to question ideas and practices
that are accepted without scrutiny.

However, he advised them not to stop at questioning, but to have the
courage to find solutions to the problems they identify.

Recalling his virtual participation in the institute’s convocation during
the Covid-19 pandemic, Modi told the 3,036 graduating students that,
unlike university examinations, life’s most significant challenges are often
entirely “out of syllabus”. He stressed that true success lies not merely in
answering pre-defined questions, but in identifying and solving problems
that society has come to accept complacently.

Reflecting on the historical burdens borne by earlier generations, the
PM recalled how the singular goal of achieving Independence defined an
era marked by immense sacrifice and perseverance. He challenged the
current generation to define its own legacy by aligning career aspirations
with the nation’s developmental goals over the next three decades.

“The basis of every decision of yours should absolutely be what the
benefit to the country will be and which national need will be fulfilled,”
Modi said.

Emphasising sectors such as artificial intelligence, data centres, criti-
cal minerals, deep-sea exploration and quantum computing as crucial to
the nation’s future, he encouraged graduates to seize opportunities in
these emerging domains.

Highlighting the rapid growth of the space sector following govern-
ment reforms, Modi lauded young engineers who are now designing and
launching rockets, a feat once limited to a handful of countries.

“Today, that same space sector has beautifully become a sky of new
opportunities for thousands of our youths,” he said.

Pointing to advances in semiconductor manufacturing, Modi noted
that the first production units were already operational and helping
build confidence in India’s technological capabilities.

He also spoke about how young innovators were transforming
agriculture, healthcare delivery and defence through the use of drones.

Warning graduates against the distractions of the social media
era, Modi urged them not to compare their salaries, placements or
startup achievements with those of their peers. Instead, he advised
them to prioritise their mental and physical wellbeing while focusing
on self-improvement.

The PM also remotely inaugurated Param Pragya, an AI-pow-
ered high-performance supercomputing facility established at IIT
Delhi’s Sonepat campus.

IIT Delhi Director Prof Rangan Banerjee said: “As you go out into
the world, let me offer you a few words of advice. Remember what you
have learnt, but continue learning throughout your life. Always choose
the ethical and right path. Focus on larger societal goals — your indi-
vidual goals will automatically be met. Strike a balance in your lives.
Make time for the passions you enjoy and the people you love.”

In his first address at an educational institution since assuming
charge as Union Education Minister, Pralhad Joshi said India’s edu-
cation ecosystem had become research-driven and future-ready, as-
serting that the country’s youth were no longer merely competing with
the world but were helping lead it.

The first batch of students from the Bachelor of Design (BDes),
Executive MBA, MSc in Biological Sciences and MA in Culture, Soci-
ety and Thought programmes, who graduated in 2026, also received
their degrees at the ceremony.

Anish Tanwar (19), a BTech graduate in Civil Engineering, was
the youngest graduate, while 74-year-old PhD scholar Chandra
Shekhar Prasad was the oldest among those who received degrees
at the convocation. Of the 587 PhD graduates, 245 were women.

Take everyone along: Nabin to
Dhillon amid dissent in Punjab unit

New Delhi, August 8
With dissent brewing in the Punjab BJP over the

constitution of a new state executive, the top BJP brass
on Saturday reviewed organisational challenges in the
election-bound state and directed senior leaders to take
everyone along.

BJP president Nitin Nabin today summoned Punjab
unit chief Kewal Singh Dhillon and state organisational
secretary Manthri Srinivasulu to Delhi for a meeting and
took stock of the situation in the state. He instructed state
leaders to ensure corrections in the organisational pro-
cesses and strengthen the Punjab unit ahead of polls.

Dhillon and Srinivasulu were attending pre-sched-
uled meetings of Punjab BJP's new executive and newly
appointed district presidents in Ludhiana when they were
asked to rush to the national capital for the meeting.

The meeting, held at the New Delhi residence of
Nabin, was attended by BJP national general secretary
organisation BL Santosh and party observer for Punjab
organisation Satish Poonia.

Sources confirmed to The Tribune that the meeting
reviewed the recent spate of resignations in the Punjab
BJP, with Nabin asking the state chief to assuage pre-
vailing anxieties and pacify those who are disgruntled.

"The meeting was purely devoted to organisational
matters and ways to strengthen the BJP in Punjab. It was
noted that dissatisfaction with appointments is part and
parcel of any organisational change but at the same time,
sincere efforts must be made by those in responsible
positions to reach out to the leaders and cadres who are
upset," said a source privy to developments.

The source said the open expression of anxieties by
a section of Punjab BJP leaders was not surprising.

"For decades, we have been a 23-segment party in
the Assembly elections in Punjab. It is only now that we
are beginning to build a base in the state. In places like
Rajasthan, MP and Gujarat where we have a well-estab-
lished organisation, internal dissent is well-managed and

differences are easily reconciled. What we are witness-
ing in Punjab is part of the process of setting up a base.
We have to reach out to everyone who feels left out and
move forward together," said sources.

The meeting discussed plans to expand the BJP's
presence to all 24,000 polling booths in Punjab. Cur-
rently, the BJP has a presence in 19,000 booths.

Talks were also held on Punjab BJP programmes
to mark August 14 — Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas
(Partition Horrors Remembrance Day).

On whether the meeting discussed the interaction
between Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh
Badal and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Parliament
yesterday, and speculation about a potential alliance
between the two parties, sources said it did not.

"Those matters have not yet percolated down.
Those discussions, even if there, may be at the highest
levels. But the meeting between the two leaders is sig-
nificant," said the sources.

Revanth Plans Telangana Tour
With Welfare Outreach

Hyderabad: Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy will
undertake district tours from August 10 to 16 to, among
others, initiate the distribution of smart ration cards and
the launch of development works at the Sammakka-
Saralamma temple in Medaram. Notably, he will inaugu-
rate Indiramma houses at a ceremony in a village adopted
by his predecessor K. Chandrashekar Rao.

The Chief Minister was scheduled to visit Nalgonda,
Yadadri-Bhongir, Sangareddy and Mulugu districts over
the week. On August 10, Revanth Reddy will visit the
Nagarjunasagar dam and perform Varuna Yagam seek-
ing abundant rainfall amid concerns over deficient mon-
soon rainfall. The Chief Minister is also expected to re-
view the water situation and irrigation requirements dur-
ing the visit.

On August 13, Revanth Reddy will visit Vasalamarri
in Yadadri-Bhongir district and hand over 143 Indiramma
houses to beneficiaries in a mass housewarming cer-
emony. The village had been adopted by then-Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekar Rao, who visited it in August 2021,
inspected houses in a dilapidated condition and prom-
ised to construct 2BHK houses if villagers came forward
to demolish their existing houses.

Several villagers demolished their houses and be-
gan living in temporary accommodation since then. The
previous BRS government failed to construct the prom-
ised houses.

After assuming office in December 2023, the Con-
gress gave special attention to Vasalamarri and sanc-
tioned Indiramma houses for the affected families. The
construction of 143 houses has now been completed and
the houses are ready for inauguration.

On August 15, the Chief Minister will visit
Sangareddy district and formally launch the distribution
of 1. 05 crore new smart ration cards to beneficiaries

across. The government has so far sanctioned 16. 32
lakh new ration cards, bringing an additional 61. 09 lakh
people under the food security net.

With the sanction of the new cards, the total number
of ration cards in Telangana has risen to 1. 05 crore,
covering around 3. 42 crore beneficiaries. The state gov-
ernment is distributing around 2. 16 lakh metric tonnes of
fine rice every month to ration card holders. The cards
are stated to be secure and tamper-proof to enhance
transparency in the public distribution system. On August
16, Revanth Reddy will visit Medaram in Mulugu district
and launch the second-phase development works at the
famous Sammakka-Saralamma temple. The government
has been taking up infrastructure and development works
at Medaram with the objective of improving facilities for
devotees and strengthening the temple's pilgrimage in-
frastructure.

Hyderabad: Old City Bonalu celebrations
set to begin amid tight security

Hyderabad: , August 8
The stage is set for the grand Old City Bonalu celebra-

tions on Sunday, with elaborate arrangements made by temple
committees and the police amid tight security.

A large number of VIPs, including politicians, sports per-
sonalities, bureaucrats and film personalities, are expected to
visit various temples and participate in the festivities.

The lanes and bylanes of the Old City, particularly Lal
Darwaza, Sultan Shahi, Hari Bowli, Bela and Uppuguda, have
taken on a festive look, with temples and streets illuminated
with colourful lights and decorations.Hinduism

Large crowds of devotees are expected at the Sri
Simhavahini Mahankali Temple in Lal Darwaza, Sri Akkanna
Madanna Mahankali Temple in Hari Bowli and Sri Mahankali
Temple in Uppuguda. Temple committees, in coordination with
the police, have made arrangements for orderly queues to
facilitate hassle-free darshan. Separate queues have also been

arranged for women carrying Bonam.
Popular film actor Vijay Deverakonda and his family are expected to offer prayers

at the Sri Simhavahini Mahankali Temple. Endowments Minister Konda Surekha
and BC Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar are scheduled to offer silk clothes to
Goddess Mahankali at around 10 am.

Around 2,000 policemen will be deployed across the Old City to regulate traffic,
manage crowds and maintain law and order during the celebrations. Police person-
nel will be positioned at key junctions, temples and along the procession route.

The festivities will culminate on Monday with the traditional Ghatam proces-
sions from various temples. The processions will pass through Lal Darwaza,
Shahalibanda, Charminar and Pathergatti before culminating at the Nayapool temple
near the Musi River.

With large crowds and several VIPs expected to participate, police and civic
authorities have stepped up security and crowd-management measures to ensure
the celebrations pass off peacefully.
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Awareness Meeting on Uniform
Service Line Charges Held

“Power Koteswara Rao Explains Benefits of New Elec-
tricity Connection System““Khammam Nelakondapalli, Au-
gust 8 (Indian Chronicle): ““An awareness meeting on the
Uniform Service Line Charges system was organised on
Saturday for residents of Mangapuram Thanda Gram
Panchayat in Nelakondapalli Mandal of Khammam
district.““Speaking at the awareness programme, noted
Electricity Department Engineer Power Koteswara Rao
explained the benefits of the new system and the proce-
dure for obtaining electricity connections.““He said that in
the past, consumers faced several difficulties in obtaining
electricity connections. In some cases, people had to spend
thousands of rupees, and in certain cases even lakhs of
rupees, to obtain a single connection. The new system has
been introduced with the objective of making electricity con-
nections easier and more affordable, particularly for poor
and economically weaker sections.““What are Uniform
Service Line Charges?““Power Koteswara Rao explained
that the Uniform Service Line Charges system is applicable
to various categories of electricity connections, including
domestic, commercial, agricultural and industrial
connections.““Under the new system, charges are calcu-
lated on the basis of the sanctioned load in kilowatts. The
system has been introduced to simplify the process and
reduce the burden on consumers arising from various de-

velopment and service-related charges.““For domestic con-
nections, he said that the Electricity Department would ar-
range the required service line up to a distance of one
kilometre from the existing electrical network, subject to the
applicable rules. Consumers would have to arrange the re-
quired service wire from the pole to the meter along with
the meter box, as per the prescribed procedure.““Agricultural
Connections““He said that farmers seeking agricultural elec-
tricity connections should apply through the prescribed pro-
cedure. If the existing transformer does not have sufficient
capacity, the Electricity Department would take necessary
steps to enhance its capacity. Where required, a new trans-
former would also be arranged to facilitate the electricity
connection, subject to the applicable technical and regula-
tory requirements.““He appealed to farmers not to hesitate
to apply for electricity connections under the Uniform Ser-
vice Line Charges system.““Charges Based on
Load““Koteswara Rao explained that the Uniform Service
Line Charges vary depending on the category and sanc-
tioned load of the connection. Different rates are applicable
for domestic and commercial connections based on the
number of kilowatts.““He said that the system would also
be useful for agricultural, commercial, industrial, Category-
III and cottage industry connections, among
others.““Consumers Can Approach Electricity Officials““He
advised consumers who have doubts regarding the new
system to first approach their nearest electricity department
officials and obtain the necessary information. If they are
unable to get satisfactory clarification, they may contact him
on 94944 45616 for further assistance.““Power Koteswara
Rao appreciated the efforts being made by senior officials
of the Electricity Department, including CMD-level authori-
ties, to ensure effective implementation of the system at
the field level and to create awareness among employees
and consumers.““He appealed to consumers, particularly
farmers, poor people and economically weaker sections,
to make use of the Uniform Service Line Charges system
and avail themselves of the benefits available under the new
procedure.

UPPAL MLA BANDARI
LAKSHMA REDDY Urges

 MP Etela Rajender to Provide
30,000 Tree Guards

“UPPAL , AUGUST 8 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Uppal
MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy submitted a representation
to Malkajgiri MP Etela Rajender, requesting ?60 lakh in CSR
funds for providing 30,000 tree guards to protect saplings
planted as part of extensive green initiatives being under-
taken in the Uppal constituency.“The MLA stated that al-
though large-scale plantation programmes are being car-
ried out across the constituency, providing adequate pro-
tection to the newly planted saplings is equally important.
He said that installing tree guards would protect the sap-
lings from cattle and other damage and help achieve the
objectives of the green initiatives more effectively.Lakshma
Reddy said that a proposal had already been submitted to
ECIL, under the supervision of the Uppal Zone Zonal Com-
missioner, seeking tree guards or financial assistance
through CSR funds. Supporting the proposal, he submitted
a representation to MP Etela Rajender and appealed to him
to extend the necessary cooperation for the initiative.“The
MLA said that increasing greenery in the Uppal constitu-
ency would be possible not only by planting saplings but
also by ensuring their proper protection and maintenance.
He added that the green initiatives were being continued
with the objective of protecting the environment and provid-
ing people with a healthy and pleasant atmosphere.Former
corporator Kotha Rama Rao, BRS leaders Nagaram Babu,
along with other leaders and party workers, were present.

 UPPAL DI RAVI KUMAR
Creates Awareness Among
Residents on Importance

 of CCTV Cameras

“RAMANTHAPUR, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN
CHRONICLE): Uppal Detective Inspector (DI) Ravikumar
said that CCTV cameras play a crucial role in ensuring pub-
lic safety and preventing crimes. An awareness programme
on the importance of CCTV cameras was conducted for
residents of Srinivasapuram in Ramanthapur.“Speaking on
the occasion, DI Ravikumar said that in the present cir-
cumstances, it is essential to install CCTV cameras in ev-
ery residential colony, apartment complex, major junction,
road and commercial establishment. He explained that
CCTV footage helps police identify suspicious persons and
vehicle movements and also provides crucial evidence
during the investigation of thefts, burglaries and other
crimes.“He advised residents to install quality CCTV cam-
eras in their houses, colonies and apartment complexes.
He stressed that merely installing cameras is not enough
and that residents should ensure they remain operational
round the clock and that recorded footage is safely
preserved.“He particularly advised residents to position
cameras in such a way that they cover streets, entry and
exit points, parking areas and major roads, especially dur-
ing night hours. The installation of CCTV cameras not only
enhances the sense of security among residents but also
creates fear among those intending to commit crimes, he
said.“DI Ravikumar urged people to immediately inform the
police if they notice any suspicious activities or if any crime
takes place. He said that effective crime prevention is pos-
sible only with the cooperation of the public and called upon
colony welfare associations, apartment associations and
traders to come forward and install CCTV cameras.“Local
residents, colony representatives and others participated
in the awareness programme and gained valuable informa-
tion about the importance of CCTV cameras for public safety
and crime prevention.

Darpan Furnishings
Opens Its 10th Store in Hyd

“Hyderabad, August 08 (Indian Chronicle) : Leading
home furnishings brand Darpan Furnishings has opened
its 10th store at Unispace, Miyapur, Hyderabad. The new
store was inaugurated by Aparna Enterprises Limited Man-
aging Director Ashwin Reddy and Executive Director
Aparna Reddy. Speaking on the occasion, Darpan Furnish-
ings Founder and Managing Director Suleman Hirani said
that the opening of the 10th store marks a significant mile-
stone in the company's 25-year journey. He announced that
the brand's 11th store is scheduled to open in Tellapur next
month. The company offers a range of services, including
design consultation and doorstep services, he said. Estab-
lished in 2001, Darpan Furnishings currently operates 10
stores across Hyderabad and has served more than 2.5
lakh customers. Under its tagline 'Bringing Homes Alive,'
the company is expanding its presence in the home fur-
nishings sector, Hirani said. Architects, interior designers
and industry partners attended the store inauguration cer-
emony.

Bonalu Celebrations Held Grandly at
 Sri Chaitanya Techno School – Mamillagudem Branch

“Khammam, August 8 – Indian Chronicle““Bonalu fes-
tival celebrations were held with great enthusiasm at Sri
Chaitanya Techno School, Mamillagudem, Khammam. Stu-
dents and teachers participated in the celebrations dressed
in traditional attire, showcasing the rich culture and tradi-
tions of Telangana.““On the occasion, teachers explained
the significance of the Bonalu festival to the students and
emphasized that everyone has a responsibility to preserve
and promote Telangana’s culture and traditions.““School
Chairman Mallampati Sridhar, Director Srividya, AGM
Chetan, Principal Neeraja, Pre-Primary Coordinator
Gauthami, Primary In-Charge Kalyani, Pre-Primary In-
Charge Geetha, along with teachers and students, partici-
pated in the celebrations.

MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy Reviews Development
Works in HMT Nagar and Nacharam Divisions

“Nacharam, Indian Chronicle, August 8: “““Uppal MLA
Bandari Lakshma Reddy held a review meeting with Uppal
Zone Superintending Engineer (SE) Ramesh Babu to dis-
cuss the progress of various development works proposed
in HMT Nagar and Nacharam divisions.“During the meet-
ing, the MLA directed officials to complete the tender pro-
cess for all already sanctioned works without any delay and
take immediate steps to commence the works. He empha-
sized that the government’s objective is to provide better
basic infrastructure and civic amenities to the people. He
also instructed officials to ensure that all works are com-
pleted at the earliest without compromising on quality.  Con-
struction of a box drain from Sai Baba Temple and
Raghavendra Nagar to the Indiranagar Silt Chamber at an
estimated cost of ?3.70 crore.“ Construction of a 600 mm
diameter drainage pipeline from Anjaneya Swamy Temple
to Peddanala on Bhavani Nagar Main Road at a cost of ?65
lakh.“ Construction of a 450 mm diameter drainage pipeline
from Erukala Basti to Peddanala to address the drainage
problem in the locality at a cost of ?40 lakh. Establishment
of two open gyms at Saraswathi Nagar Park and the park
premises adjacent to St. Peter’s School at a cost of 15 lakh.

Completion of the pending development works at the
Budaga Jangala crematorium in Annapurna Colony at a cost
of 15 lakh.“The MLA reiterated that the sanctioned works
should be taken up on a priority basis and completed within
the stipulated time to provide relief and improved infrastruc-
ture to local residents.“BRS State leaders Saizen Shekhar,
Medala Mallikarjun Goud, and others participated in the
meeting.

Youth Dies by Suicide
Amid Family Dispute

“Khammam, Konijerla, August 8 – Indian Chronicle““A
young man allegedly died by suicide following family dis-
putes in Tanikella village under Konijerla mandal of
Khammam district on Saturday.““According to local resi-

dents and the deceased’s
mother, Shantamma,
Pedda Goundla Gopi (28)
had reportedly been fac-
ing family disputes for
some time. While no one
was at home on Saturday,
he took the extreme
step.““

After noticing the in-
cident, local residents im-
mediately informed the
police. Based on a com-
plaint lodged by the
deceased’s mother, po-
lice reached the spot and
shifted the body to the
Khammam Government

Hospital for post-mortem examination. A case was regis-
tered and an investigation is underway.““The deceased is
survived by his three-year-old son. The incident has cast a
pall of gloom over the village.

Bonalu Celebrations Held with Traditional
Fervour at Deccan Springs Global School

“Nacharam, Indian Chronicle, August 8:““ Deccan
Springs Global School celebrated the traditional Telangana
festival of Bonalu with great devotion, enthusiasm and cul-
tural fervour. The celebrations provided students with an
opportunity to understand, experience and appreciate the
rich cultural heritage and traditions of Telangana.“The school
campus wore a festive look with colourful decorations and
beautifully designed rangoli adding to the celebratory atmo-
sphere. The programme was attended by Chairman Shri
K. Navaneetha Rao, Managing Director Shri Naveen Kumar,
Director Dr. Kamala Manohar Rao, Core Head Operations

Shri Kishore Kumar Reddy, Principal Ms. Swarna Akkineni,
members of the core team, faculty and students. Their pres-
ence added grandeur to the occasion.“The programme com-
menced with a solemn prayer seeking the blessings of
Goddess Mahankali. This was followed by an informative
student address highlighting the significance of Bonalu and
explaining its importance as a festival associated with grati-
tude, devotion and Telangana’s cultural traditions.“A major
attraction of the celebrations was the participation of stu-
dents in traditional attire. Elegantly dressed girls carried
beautifully decorated Bonam pots, reflecting the traditional
spirit of the festival. The energetic performance of Potharaju
further captivated the audience and added to the festive
atmosphere.“Traditional folk dances and devotional songs
were also presented by the students, filling the school pre-
mises with music, colour and cultural vibrancy. The perfor-
mances showcased the enthusiasm and creativity of the
students while giving them a platform to connect with the
traditions of Telangana.“Addressing the gathering, Princi-
pal Ms. Swarna Akkineni encouraged the students to value,
cherish and preserve the cultural traditions of Telangana.
She emphasized that cultural preservation is an important
part of education and plays a significant role in helping young
people remain connected to their roots.“The teachers also
appreciated the enthusiastic participation of the students
and highlighted the importance of respecting and celebrat-
ing India’s diverse cultural heritage. The celebrations served
not only as a festive occasion but also as an educational
experience, enabling students to learn about the cultural
significance of Bonalu through active participation.“The
event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks. The cel-
ebrations left the students and faculty with a strong sense
of pride, unity and cultural awareness. The Bonalu
programme emerged as a meaningful platform for students
to reconnect with their cultural roots and understand the
values of devotion, tradition, togetherness and respect for
heritage.“

Warning to Rowdy-Sheeters Not
 to Disturb Law and Order During
 Bonalu and Ganesh Festivals:

MEDIPALLY SHO D. JALANDHAR REDDY
“Medipally, August 8 (Indian Chronicle): In view of the up-
coming Bonalu and Ganesh festivals, Medipally police have
taken precautionary measures to ensure that law and or-
der is maintained peacefully within the police station limits.As
part of these preventive measures, Medipally Police Sta-
tion SHO D. Jalandhar Reddy called the rowdy-sheeters of
the area to the police station and conducted counselling for
them.“During the counselling, the rowdy-sheeters were
advised to maintain good behaviour and refrain from any
anti-social activities. They were particularly warned not to
create any inconvenience to the public or indulge in activi-
ties that could disturb peace and public order during the
Bonalu and Ganesh festivals.“The SHO directed them to
cooperate with the police in maintaining law and order and
warned that strict legal action would be taken against any-
one involved in fights, disputes, anti-social activities or any
acts that disturb public peace.“The police appealed to ev-
eryone to act responsibly and ensure that the festivals are
celebrated peacefully and harmoniously, without causing
inconvenience to others.

A framework to assess
teacher quality

 education landscape centres on students’ learning
achievement and the quality of education. Teacher quality
is widely recognised as one of the most important school-
based factors influencing students’ academic achieve-
ment. Research has consistently demonstrated that
teacher effectiveness not only affects students’ academic
outcomes but also has broader economic implications
through its influence on the quality and productivity of the
future workforce.Evidence from natural and quasi-experi-
mental studies using value-added methods indicates that
students taught by effective teachers achieve significantly
better academic outcomes and experience substantial
long-term benefits in adulthood, including higher educa-
tional attainment, improved employment prospects, and
increased earnings.

Having recognised its importance, defining and mea-
suring teacher quality remains challenging because it en-
compasses multiple dimensions, including subject knowl-
edge, pedagogical skills, classroom management, and
professionalism. Conceptually, teacher quality refers to
the characteristics, competencies, and instructional prac-
tices of teachers that positively influence student learning
and achievement.Over time, frameworks for assessing
teacher quality have evolved from an emphasis on teach-
ers’ credentials to a greater focus on their effectiveness in
promoting student learning. Traditionally, teacher quality
was measured through observable qualifications such as
academic degrees, certification status, professional train-
ing, and teaching experience.However, empirical evidence
has shown that these credentials alone are often weak
predictors of teacher effectiveness and student achieve-
ment.
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Grand Celebrations of Panduga Sayanna
Jayanti at Ramanthapur Mini Tank –

 FORMER UPPAL MLA N.V.S.S. PRABHAKAR At-
tends as Chief Guest““UPPAL, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN
CHRONICLE): The birth anniversary celebrations of
Panduga Sayanna, popularly known as the “Gun of
Telangana,” a people’s warrior and a son of Palamuru, were
held in a grand manner at the Ramanthapur Mini Tank on
Friday under the aegis of the Ramanthapur Mudiraj
Sangham United Forum.Former Uppal MLA N.V.S.S.
Prabhakar attended the programme as the chief guest and
paid floral tributes to the statue of Panduga
Sayanna.Speaking on the occasion, N.V.S.S. Prabhakar
said that there was a need for the BC communities to

achieve political power in accordance with the aspirations
of Panduga Sayanna. He said Sayanna’s struggle was not
merely against economic exploitation, but was also a fight
for social justice and a rightful share for BCs in political
power.“He recalled that Panduga Sayanna questioned the
autocratic rule of the Nizam and fought for the establish-
ment of a Bahujan Rajya. He said the time had come for
the present generation to carry forward the ideals and aspi-
rations of Panduga Sayanna.Prabhakar stated that if all
Bahujan communities remained united, they could achieve
political power. He said Panduga Sayanna earned recogni-
tion as a people’s warrior for taking away wealth from feu-
dal landlords during his time and distributing it among the
poor.He further said that Sayanna’s struggle for the poor
and weaker sections of society continues to inspire the
younger generation. He called upon the youth to take
Panduga Sayanna as their role model and work for the de-
velopment and welfare of society.“Mudiraj Sangham lead-
ers Kompally Upender, Pisari Shankar, Suresh, Lingam,
Praveen Kumar, Manoj Kumar, Dinesh, Narender, Srinivas,
Krishna and Dharmender, Ramanthapur Division President
Vangala Santosh Gupta, BJP leaders Mahankali Laxman,
Gopal Goud, Etikala Venkatesham, Jagan Yadav, Thalla
Balakrishna, Revuri Narasimha, Upender Yadav,
Maisireddy Prabhakar Reddy, Boddupalli Anandu and
Suresh, among others, participated in the programme and
paid tributes to Panduga Sayanna.

Invitation to Uppal Congress Party In-Charge
Parameshwar Reddy for Bonalu Celebrations

“UPPAL, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Mem-
bers of various temple committees invited Uppal Constitu-
ency Congress Party In-Charge Mandumula Parameshwar
Reddy to attend the Ashada Masam Bonalu celebrations
and Phalahara Bandi procession to be held across the Uppal
constituency as the chief guest.“Members of various temple
committees visited Parameshwar Reddy’s residence in
Uppal and met him courteously. They presented invitation
cards for the upcoming Bonalu celebrations and Phalahara
Bandi processions and requested him to attend the festivi-
ties as the chief guest and seek the blessings of the
Goddess.“The temple committee members said that
Bonalu celebrations held during Ashada Masam hold spe-
cial significance in Telangana. A large number of devotees
are expected to participate in the festivities, offer Bonam to
the Goddess, seek her blessings and fulfill their vows.“They
stated that elaborate arrangements are being made to con-
duct the celebrations in a grand and devotional manner while
ensuring the convenience of devotees.Members of various
temple committees, along with local Congress Party lead-

ers and activists, participated in the programme in large
numbers.

Students Take Out Rally to
Mark Quit India Movement Day

Hyderabad, August 08 (Indian Chronicle) : A
programme was organised at the Geetha High School

Grounds in the Old City on the occasion of Quit India Move-
ment Day under the leadership of Telangana Citizens
Council(TCC) State President Dr.Rajanarayana Mudiraj and
Old City President Uttam Kothari. Osmania University Ad-
missions Joint Director Dr.Akhtar Ali attended the
programme as the chief guest and paid tribute to the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters. Later, students took out a rally
carrying the national flag and placards and paid homage to
the martyrs. TCC General Secretary Mohammed Akhtar
Sharief, D.R.Prabhakar Rao, Venkat, Ramadevi, Ramana,
Govind, Gajendra Singh, P.Siddheshwar Mudiraj,
G.Venugopal, Mohammed Shahid Ali, and R.Kiran Kumar,
along with Javid Ali, participated in the programme.

Record Participation Marks Record-
Breaking Kickoff for 3rd Shree Cement

Interstate National Bridge Championship

HYDERABAD — Mind sports enthusiasts from across
the nation have converged in Hyderabad for one of the most
prestigious events on the Indian card sports calendar—the
3rd Shree Cement Interstate National Bridge
Championship.“?Hosted at the scenic Grand Lawns,
Jalvihar, along the banks of Hussain Sagar Lake, the elite
four-day tournament kicked off with unprecedented
enthusiasm.“Record-Breaking TurnoutOrganized by the
Telangana State Bridge Association (TSBA) under the aus-
pices of the Bridge Federation of India (BFI), this year’s
championship has achieved a monumental milestone in
registration numbers.“The tournament features:“?36 Open
Teams competing for the coveted national title.“17 Women’s
Teams battling for top honors.“This total represents the high-
est level of participation the championship has witnessed
in recent years, reflecting a surging interest and deep com-

petitive field in national Bridge.“?High Stakes and Elite
Strategy“The event brings together India's top Bridge play-
ers and state-representative squads testing their tactical
prowess, communication, and strategic endurance. With
intense rounds planned across Open and Women catego-
ries, participating teams will contend for national glory and
valuable ranking points under the BFI national
guidelines.“Organizers at the Telangana State Bridge As-
sociation expressed immense pride in hosting an event of
this scale. The stunning open-air ambiance of Jalvihar's
Grand Lawns offers a world-class backdrop for the cere-
bral competition unfolding over the four-day event.“For news
highlights, check out the video

Boddu Ramesh Kumar Appointed TPCC Legal,
Human Rights and RTI Wing Convenor

““MEDIPALLY, AUGUST 8(INDIAN CHRONICLE):
Prominent advocate Boddu Ramesh Kumar, a native of
Chengicherla in Medipally Mandal of Medchal–Malkajgiri
district, has been appointed as the Convenor of the
Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee (TPCC) Legal,
Human Rights and Right to Information (RTI) Wing.“TPCC

Legal Department President Ponnam Ashok Goud issued
the appointment orders on Friday. The orders stated that
Boddu Ramesh Kumar had been appointed to the key po-
sition with immediate effect.“Ponnam Ashok Goud ex-
pressed confidence that Ramesh Kumar would work con-
tinuously to strengthen the Congress party and stand by
the people in the areas of law, human rights and the Right
to Information, in accordance with the directions and aspi-
rations of the party's senior leadership.“Speaking on the
occasion, Boddu Ramesh Kumar thanked the party lead-
ership for entrusting him with the important responsibility.
He said he would remain accessible to the public on mat-
ters concerning law, human rights and RTI and make ev-
ery effort to help resolve their issues.“He further stated that
he would discharge the responsibilities entrusted to him ef-
fectively and work towards strengthening the Congress
party. Ramesh Kumar expressed his special gratitude to
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee President Bomma Mahesh Goud and
TPCC Legal Department President Ponnam Ashok Goud
for placing their trust in him and assigning him the
responsibility.“Ramesh Kumar said he was happy to have
been entrusted with responsibilities in the Legal, Human
Rights and RTI Wing, particularly as his experience as an
advocate had given him a good understanding of public is-
sues. He stated that he would work to take party
programmes to a wider section of the public and create
greater legal awareness among people.“Congress leaders,
party workers, advocates and supporters from Chengicherla
and Medipally welcomed the appointment of Boddu Ramesh
Kumar to the key TPCC-level position. They congratulated
him and extended their best wishes for his new responsibil-
ity.

 BANNALA PRAVEEN MUDURAJ
Keeps His Word: CC Road Works Taken
Up at a Cost of 51 Lakh in Chilkanagar

“UPPAL, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Devel-
opment works are progressing rapidly in Chilkanagar Divi-
sion of Uppal constituency, said BRS state leader Bannala
Praveen Mudiraj. He stated that priority is being given to
improving basic infrastructure in Chilkanagar with the sup-
port of Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy.“On Saturday,
Bannala Praveen Mudiraj, along with BRS division leaders,
inspected the ongoing construction of a new CC road at a
cost of ?51 lakh in the vicinity of the Marla Maisamma
Temple and Chilkanagar Pedda Masjid. He reviewed the
progress of the works along with MMC officials.Speaking
on the occasion, Bannala Praveen Mudiraj said that, keep-
ing in view the Bonalu festival scheduled for next week, he
had instructed the contractor and Work Inspector Krishna
to complete the CC road works at the earliest. He also di-
rected officials to take all necessary measures to ensure
that women and devotees carrying Bonam do not face any
inconvenience while visiting the temples during the festival.“I
gave my word, and I am fulfilling it by getting the work com-
pleted,” Bannala Praveen Mudiraj said. He added that, with
the support of Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy, the
remaining roads in Chilkanagar would also be developed in
a phased manner.“Masjid Committee Appreciates
Bannala“Chilkanagar Pedda Masjid President Yusuf Bhai
and committee members M.D. Hanif, M.D. Shafi, M.D.

Fareed and others felicitated Bannala Praveen Mudiraj with
a shawl.“The committee members recalled that Bannala
had earlier promised to lay a new CC road around the
mosque before the construction of the new mosque was
completed. They expressed their gratitude to him for fulfill-
ing his promise and taking up the CC road works even be-
fore the mosque construction was completed.“BRS senior
leaders Edula Kondal Reddy, Jalli Mohan, Masa Shekhar,
Indunuri Ravinder Goud, Sakinala Chandu, members of the
Pedda Masjid committee, BRS leaders and others partici-
pated in the programme.“

Amazon Nutrition Programme
Launched in 130 Government Schools

“Hyderabad, August 08 (Indian chronicle) : A supple-
mentary nutrition programme has been launched in 130 gov-
ernment schools across Kandukur, Yacharam and Shabad
mandals of Rangareddy district, benefiting more than 9,071
students. The initiative, aimed at reducing absenteeism
caused by hunger and improving students’ concentration
in classrooms, is being implemented by Amazon in col-
laboration with the Sri Sathya Sai Annapoorna Trust. Rep-
resentatives of the organisations said in a statement on Sat-

urday that the programme was inaugurated at
J.P.H.S.,Haithabad, in Shabad mandal. As part of the initia-
tive, students are being provided with ragi malt, multigrain
cookies, and millet-peanut-sesame chikkis six days a week.
The programme has so far provided more than 50 lakh
meals, with over 2.5 lakh meals being served every month,
the representatives said. Rangareddy District Library
Organisation Chairman A.Madhusudhan Reddy and Dis-
trict Education Officer Venkateshwarlu were among those
present at the programme.

Man Dies by Suicide
Amid Financial Distress

“MEDIPALLY, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): A
47-year-old private employee allegedly died by suicide af-
ter becoming distressed over financial difficulties in the
Medipally Police Station limits.“According to Medipally Po-
lice Station SHO D. Jalandhar Reddy, the deceased was
identified as Ambati Ramesh (47), a resident of
Chengicherla. Based on a complaint lodged by his wife,
Ambati Saidamma, police registered a case and launched
an investigation.Ramesh reportedly left his residence in his
car without informing anyone at around 8 p.m. on August 6.
At around 11 p.m. the same night, he reportedly called his

Free Medical Camp
Organised by Lee Foundation“
“Hyderabad, August 08 (Indian Chronicle) : A free

medical camp focusing on bone and joint health was
organised on Saturday at the Maruti Agency premises in
Narayanguda under the joint aegis of the Lee Foundation
and Maruti Agency. More than 130 people participated in

the camp, where several health
screenings, including Bone Min-
eral Density(BMD), body com-
position, haemoglobin, blood
sugar and blood pressure tests,
were conducted. Medical ad-
vice and medicines were pro-
vided free of cost to the partici-
pants. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lee Foundation Trustee
Alla Leela Rani said that creat-
ing awareness among people
about comprehensive health

and well-being was the primary objective of the foundation.
Lee Health Manager Suresh, camp coordinators
Jayalakshmi and Sarojini, clinical nutritionists Madhuri,
Shiva Priya and Shanthi, Lee representatives Gaurav and
Ajith, members of the Lee team, Maruti Agency proprietor
Ratnesh Kumar Agarwal, Madhu Agarwal, and others par-
ticipated in the programme. Leela Rani said the medical
camp received an overwhelming response from the public.

elder daughter and told her that he was distressed due to
financial problems and had lost interest in continuing his
life, family members said.Worried over his disappearance,
the family approached Medipally police on the morning of
August 8 and lodged a missing complaint. Police registered
the case and launched a search for Ramesh.Meanwhile, at
around 12 noon on August 8, motorists noticed a person
lying unconscious inside a car on the main road leading
towards Cherlapally and alerted the police through Dial
100.Police immediately reached the spot and found that the
unconscious person was the missing Ramesh. His family
members were informed, and his body was shifted to
Gandhi Hospital for post-mortem examination.Based on the
preliminary investigation, police suspect that Ramesh, who
was reportedly distressed over financial difficulties, con-
sumed an unidentified poisonous substance and died by
suicide. Medipally police are continuing their investigation
into the incident.

Suspicion over husband’s alleged
affair drives woman to suicide

Hyderabad: A 28-year-old woman allegedly died by
suicide reportedly amid marital disputes and suspicions
about her husband’s alleged relationship with another
woman in Balanagar on Saturday.
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Girivardhan Reddy Appointed as Medchal–
Malkajgiri Urban BJP District President

Remaining Bhoodan Land Victims
Demand Houses in Velugumatla

Kukatpally:“Girivardhan Reddy has been appointed as
the president of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Medchal–
Malkajgiri Urban District. On this occasion, a felicitation
programme was held at his residence.““Led by senior BJP
leader Kanchi Mahender, BJP leaders and party workers
from the division visited Girivardhan Reddy and extended
their heartfelt congratulations and best wishes on his ap-
pointment. They felicitated him by presenting him with a
party scarf and expressed confidence that the BJP would
become stronger across the Medchal–Malkajgiri Urban dis-
trict under his leadership.““The leaders said that the new

president’s leadership would play a crucial role in strength-
ening the party at the grassroots level. They stressed the
need to coordinate party workers across every division, con-
tinuously raise public issues, and explain the policies and
welfare programmes of the Central Government to the
people.““BJP leaders expressed confidence that
Girivardhan Reddy’s leadership would bring renewed en-
thusiasm and provide a new direction to the party. They
also called for strengthening the organisation by coordinat-
ing with leaders and workers who are working actively for
the party.““Senior BJP leader Kanchi Mahender, along with
division-level BJP leaders, workers and party cadres, par-
ticipated in the programme and conveyed their best wishes
to the newly appointed district president. Discussions were
also held on strengthening the party, addressing public is-
sues and planning future programmes.“““Strengthening the
Party Is Our Goal”““

The widespread congratulations extended to
Girivardhan Reddy by BJP leaders and workers after he
assumed his new responsibility brought renewed enthusi-
asm among party cadres. Leaders called upon all workers
to work collectively to transform the BJP into a stronger
political force across the Medchal–Malkajgiri Urban district.

““Construct houses for all remaining beneficiaries in
Velugumatla immediately”“““If the demand is not fulfilled,
we will intensify the movement in Delhi with lakhs of
people”““Khammam, August 8 – Indian Chronicle““A meet-
ing of the Velugumatla Bhoodan Land Victims Fact-Finding
Committee was held at the Phule-Ambedkar Study Forum
under the chairmanship of Matta Navya in Khammam on
Saturday.““Speaking as the chief guest, JAC State Secre-
tary Pokanti Rambabu demanded that the government im-
mediately construct houses for all the remaining Bhoodan
land victims in Velugumatla itself.““He said that during the
protest rally held on August 1, Justice Chandra Kumar, Dr.
Bhimrao Yashwant Ambedkar and Visharadan Maharaj had
given the government an ultimatum to announce houses
for the remaining beneficiaries by September 1. He warned
that the government would be responsible for the conse-
quences if it failed to respond to their demand.““Rambabu
further said that national political parties had already been
brought together on the issue and that several Members of
Parliament had also been mobilised. He said the commit-
tee would decide after September 1 whether to organise a
massive protest in Delhi, including a march towards Rahul
Gandhi’s residence, or launch an intensified movement in
Khammam.““Committee Chairman Kethavarapu Krishna
Rao said they had been fighting for the past six months to
ensure that houses were constructed for the remaining
Bhoodan land victims in Velugumatla. He alleged that the

government had failed to respond to their demands.““He
demanded that the houses be constructed and handed over
to the beneficiaries by September 1, warning that otherwise
a major movement would be launched in Khammam.““He
also urged the government to take note of the statement
attributed to RBI Party National President Yashwant
Ambedkar that a large-scale movement would be intensi-
fied in Delhi with lakhs of people if the houses were not
provided by September 1.““Vatte Uday, Shivaratri Krishna,
Uyyala Ravi, Khader Pasha, Sumalatha, Mangamma and
other Velugumatla Bhoodan land victims participated in the
meeting.

15,000 Cash Stolen from Differently-
Abled Man on Pretext of Offering Help
“Khammam, Nelakondapalli, August 8 – Indian

Chronicle““A man allegedly deceived a differently-abled
person by claiming that he would provide financial assis-
tance and fled with 15,000 in cash at Nelakondapalli mandal
headquarters.““According to eyewitness and fellow differ-
ently-abled person Korivi Veeraiah of Chennaram village,
the victim was speaking on his phone near a petrol station
in Nelakondapalli while sitting on his scooter. At that time,
an unidentified youth wearing a mask approached him on a
Pulsar motorcycle.““The youth reportedly told the victim that
he helped differently-abled persons and that he would give
him additional money beyond the amount he already had.
Believing his words, the victim showed him the 15,000 he

Young Talent Gets a Chance in Upcoming
Film ‘Game Drug’; Auditions Begin Today

was carrying. The suspect allegedly took the cash, claim-
ing that he would count it himself, and immediately fled from
the spot on his motorcycle.““The victim and Veeraiah chased
the suspect on their vehicles, but he managed to escape.
The victim was reportedly left deeply distressed following
the incident.““The victims said the suspect was riding a
Pulsar motorcycle without a number plate and was wear-
ing a mask. Several differently-abled persons have urged
the police to examine CCTV footage from the surrounding
areas and identify and apprehend the suspect.““They also
appealed to the police to take strict action against vehicles
operating without number plates and seize such vehicles in
accordance with the rules.

“BODUPPAL, AUGUST 8 (INDIAN
CHRONICLE):“Youngsters with a passion for acting and
dreams of making a mark in the film industry have been
given a golden opportunity to showcase their talent through
auditions for the upcoming Telugu film ‘Game Drug’.“The
film is being made under the direction of filmmakers Sharath
and Sai, with Dr. Ram Veerala as the producer. The film
unit has announced that fresh talent from Boduppal,
Peerzadiguda, Uppal and surrounding areas will be given
an opportunity to act in the movie.“The auditions will be held
from August 8 to 10, between 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. each
day. Interested young men and women who aspire to enter
the film industry and have a keen interest in acting are en-
couraged to make use of this opportunity.The auditions are
being conducted at Dr. Ram Clinic, opposite Global Inter-
national School in Peerzadiguda. The film team appealed
to aspiring actors from the surrounding areas to attend the
auditions and showcase their talent.“The makers said the

initiative aims to identify and encourage hidden acting tal-
ent among local youth and provide newcomers with an op-
portunity to enter the film industry.

Triveni Talent School Students
Showcase the Spirit of Quit India Movement

“Khammam, August 8 – Indian Chronicle““An aware-
ness programme was organised at Triveni Talent Schools,
Khammam branch, to commemorate the historic Quit In-

dia Movement. Teachers explained to the students that the
“Quit India” call given by Mahatma Gandhi on August 8,
1942, became a symbol of unity and sacrifice during India’s
freedom struggle.““Students participated in the programme
carrying the national flag and remembered the freedom fight-
ers through patriotic songs, speeches and slogans. They
paid floral tributes to the portraits of freedom fighters and
were encouraged to uphold the values of patriotism, unity
and responsible citizenship.“

“School Director Dr. Veerendra Choudary said edu-
cational institutions have a responsibility to introduce the
sacrifices of freedom fighters to future generations.““Principal
Rajendra Prasad said he hoped students would carry for-
ward the spirit of the Quit India Movement through disci-
pline, unity and service to the nation.““Vice-Principals
Swapna and Mustafa, CRO Katragadda Muralikrishna,
Campus In-Charge Victor Charles, Transport In-Charge
Sandeep, teachers and students participated in the
programme.

Jail Bharo Programme to Be Made a Success

““Khammam Madhira, August 8 – Indian
Chronicle““Leaders of the Agricultural Workers’ Union, CITU
and Farmers’ Association have called upon workers and
farmers to make the nationwide Jail Bharo programme
scheduled for August 10 a grand success.““Speaking at a
general body meeting of the Hamal Workers, CITU State
Committee Member Sheelam Narasimha Rao and Madhira
Mandal Convener Padakanti Murali urged workers to par-
ticipate in large numbers. Representatives of various
people’s organisations subsequently unveiled a campaign
pamphlet.““On the occasion, the leaders said that just as
the Quit India Movement was launched to drive the British
out of the country, people today are raising their voices

against corruption, irregularities and the alleged exploita-
tion of the country by those in power.““They demanded that
the problems faced by agricultural labourers, CITU work-
ers and farmers be resolved immediately. They called upon
the people to participate in the Jail Bharo programme to be
held on August 10 at Bonakal Mandal headquarters, with
the slogan, “If you cannot solve our problems, put us in
jail.”““Hamal workers and others, including Namala Srinu,
Yerraboyina Ramu, Reddappangi Adam, Durgayya, Srinu,
Pullayya and Gogula Nagamalleswara Rao, participated in
the programme.

Country’s Economy on the Brink of
Collapse, Says CPI Leader Hemant Rao
“Modi is Misleading People in the Name of Lord

Rama”“““Telangana Government Has Become a Govern-
ment of Words, Not Action”““Grand Welcome to CPI Jana
Chaitanya Yatra on Its Third Day in Chintakani
Mandal““Khammam, Chandrakanta, August 8 – Indian
Chronicle““Chintakani: CPI National Council Member
Bhagam Hemant Rao alleged that the country’s economy
has reached the verge of collapse due to the policies being
followed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi over the past
decade.““He alleged that the publicity surrounding India
becoming the world’s fourth-largest economy was aimed
at serving corporate interests. As part of the CPI Jana
Chaitanya Yatra, the party conducted a campaign across
several villages in Chintakani mandal on Saturday.““The
yatra began at Chinna Mandava and passed through
Seethampeta, Nagulavancha, Patharlapadu, Prodduturu,
Nagiligonda, Komatlagudem, Nereda, Lachagudem,
Chintakani, Ananthasagar, Ramakrishnapuram,
Baswapuram, Raghavapuram, Kodumuru and Vandanam.
The padayatra received a warm welcome from residents in
various villages, where large rallies were also
organised.““Addressing meetings held in the villages,
Hemant Rao alleged that the Modi government was func-
tioning not for the common people but in the interests of
billionaires such as Adani and Ambani and large corporate
organisations. He warned that the concentration of the
country’s wealth in the hands of a few could become ex-
tremely dangerous in the future.““He further alleged that
laws under the Modi government had effectively become
“corporate laws” and claimed that corporate interests were
behind the introduction or withdrawal of various policies and
legislation.““Hemant Rao said democracy in the country
would be in danger if the Modi government was not removed.
He said the CPI was conducting the Jana Chaitanya Yatra
to explain the political, economic and social conditions pre-
vailing in the country to the people and create awareness
among them.““He also alleged that Modi was misleading
people in the name of Lord Rama and portraying those who
criticised his government as anti-national.“““Congress Gov-
ernment in Telangana Has Become a Government of
Words”““Commenting on the Telangana government,
Hemant Rao alleged that the Congress government had
become a government of words rather than action. He said
the failure of ministers to respond to several election prom-
ises was evidence of this.““He alleged that although the
government had extensively publicised the Indiramma
Housing Scheme, houses were being sanctioned based on
political recommendations rather than genuinely benefiting
poor people.““He cautioned that the government should not
assume that people would vote for it merely because they
received some benefits, stating that voters consider all as-
pects of governance before making their political

choice.““Hemant Rao pointed out that more than 10,000
families in Chintakani mandal had reportedly received Dalit
Bandhu assistance under the BRS government, yet the
Congress secured a majority of around 6,800 votes in the
2023 elections. He advised the present ruling party to take
note of this and correct shortcomings in governance.“““Will
the Government Implement Only Four Promises Out of
400?”““CPI District Secretary Dandi Suresh questioned
whether the Congress government would fulfil only four or
five promises after making more than 400 promises during
the elections.““Speaking at meetings in various villages,
Suresh alleged that, apart from the free bus travel scheme,
the government had failed to fulfil most of its major prom-
ises. He said the loan waiver was incomplete and alleged
that there had been no progress on promises such as one
tola of gold, Rythu Bima, crop insurance and scooters for
female students.““He also alleged that the government had
failed to take favourable decisions concerning the agricul-
tural sector. He warned that if the government did not re-
spond positively to its election promises, the Congress could
face a similar verdict to those faced by previous
governments.““He demanded that political discrimination be
avoided in the sanctioning of Indiramma houses.““CPI Dis-
trict Assistant Secretary Jammula Jithender Reddy and
other leaders also addressed the meetings. Leaders of the
CPI(M) and BRS welcomed the yatra at several
villages.““CPI State Council members Erra Babu, Shaik
Janimiya, Aepuri Latadevi, Kondaparthi Govindarao,
Siddineni Karna Kumar and Ajmeera Ramamurthy, along
with district executive members Pothu Kalavathi, Ravi
Sivaramakrishna, Medikanti Chinna Venkata Reddy, Aepuri
Ravindra Babu, C. H. Seethamahalakshmi, Enugu Gandhi
and Pavuluri Mallikarjun, participated in the yatra.““CPI
Mandal Secretary Dusari Gopal Rao, district committee
members Kanneboyina Vijayamma, Rasala Mohan Rao
and Narapogu Hema, sarpanches Parsa Ramachandra
Rao, Aepuri Padma and Avula Narasimha Rao, and sev-
eral other party and public-organisation leaders and activ-
ists also took part in the programme.

Ajay Kumar Yadav Discusses BC Issues
with Retired IAS Officer Vishnu

“Hyderabad, August 08 (Indian Chronicle) : Dr.Dasari
Ajay Kumar Yadav, National President of the BC Jana
Chaitanya Vedika, paid a courtesy visit to retired IAS of-
ficer Vishnu at his residence in Hyderabad on Saturday.
During the meeting, they held detailed discussions on vari-
ous issues faced by the Backward Classes(BCs) across
the country, including political and other social concerns.
They also exchanged views on measures to address the
challenges confronting the BC community. BC Jana
Chaitanya Vedika State Media Convenor Prashanth Yadav
and others were present on the occasion.

Telangana EAGLE Force busts
interstate drug network, arrests seven

Hyderabad: Telangana EAGLE Force, in coordination
with local police, busted an interstate drug trafficking net-
work operating between Rajasthan and Hyderabad and ar-
rested seven persons in two cases on Friday.Police seized
1.031 kg of opium worth Rs 5.15 lakh and 25 grams of
mephedrone valued at Rs 7.5 lakh, along with other mate-
rial.

Call Groups Prominent Builder
Suryakrishna Celebrates Birthday Grandly

“Khammam, August 8 – Indian Chronicle““The birth-
day celebrations of Call Groups’ prominent builder
Suryakrishna were held grandly at the Call Groups office in
Gandhi Chowk, Khammam. On the occasion, carpenter
mason Nageswara Rao, painting mason Macherla Tirumala
Rao, electrical mason Narasimha Rao, sanitary mason
Ramesh, and Call Groups staff presented Suryakrishna with
a bouquet and felicitated him with a shawl. Later, he cut the
birthday cake amid warm wishes from the
gathering.““Speaking on the occasion, the masons praised
Suryakrishna’s services, stating that he has been continu-
ously providing employment opportunities to thousands of
workers and contractors in the construction sector.““Later,
Suryakrishna expressed his gratitude, saying, “The bless-

ings and support of all of you are the reason behind my
success. With the same inspiration, I will continue to work
towards providing employment opportunities to many more
workers in the future.”““Call Groups staff, several masons
and workers participated in the celebrations and conveyed
their heartfelt birthday wishes to Suryakrishna. They wished
him good health, long life and many more successes in the
years ahead.

Worker attacked over
pending dues at jewellery
workshop in Secunderabad

Hyderabad: A worker was seriously injured after al-
legedly being attacked with a sharp object at a gold
jewellery-making workshop at General Bazaar in
Secunderabad.The injured man, identified as Srinivas
Chary, a native of Rajanna-Sircilla, had been working at a
jewellery-making workshop attached to a gold shop in Gen-
eral Bazaar.

According to police, an argument broke out between
Srinivas Chary and the shop owner, Raju, over payment of
money allegedly due to the worker on Friday.
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2 Nepali women moved to Bengaluru to
build a life: Days later, both die by suicide

GNS News Agency, August 8
The bodies of two women, who came to Bengaluru

from Nepal in search of work barely 15 days ago, were
found near Jakkur Main Road in the city on Thursday
morning.The deceased have been identified as Sirjana, 22,
and Rita, 23. The Bengaluru police have confirmed the two
women died by suicide.

A relative of Rita, who works as a domestic help in
Yelahanka, said he became concerned when she did not
return home on Wednesday night. “I tried calling her, but
her phone was switched off. I assumed that she stayed

back at her friends or relatives; there was nothing suspi-
cious at the time,” Rita’s relative told The Indian
Express.Police InvestigationAccording to the police inves-
tigation so far, Sirjana and Rita were childhood friends and
also relatives. They had grown up together in Nepal and,
over the years, their close friendship had reportedly devel-
oped into a relationship.

As their relationship became known, opposition report-
edly came from their families and others in their hometown.
Sources said the two women were also subjected to teas-
ing and social pressure in Nepal. The police said they came
to Bengaluru, hoping to find work as domestic helps and
live together.However, the two women were living sepa-
rately in Bengaluru. While Sirjana was staying in Fraser
Town, Rita was living in Jakkur. Despite this, the police said,
they met frequently.“On Wednesday evening, the two had
gone to a relative’s house near Jakkur for dinner. During
the gathering, the relatives reportedly discussed finding
suitable men and arranging their marriages. We suspect
that this conversation might have triggered them to take
such an extreme step,” the police said.The police are now
examining their phone records, relatives’ statements, and
other evidence to establish the exact sequence of events
leading to their deaths.

Case of the ‘missing’ paddy: How Telangana’s hunt
for missing stocks uncovered a multi-crore scam

It was based on a hunch that the Telangana Vigilance
and Enforcement department began searching in Suryapet,
Nalgonda, Medak and Warangal in connection with an un-
usual case – that of missing paddy. What it was unpre-
pared for was the scale: over the next month, it uncovered
an alleged multi-crore scam involving at least 2.7 lakh met-
ric tonnes of missing paddy from the last three years.It al-
legedly began with the state government’s paddy procure-
ment in 2023. Typically, the state government procured
paddy from farmers and routed it to millers, who would first
safekeep and later mill the grain to produce rice.

Per 100 kg of paddy, 67 kg of milled rice would be the
output. This would then be directed back to the state
government’s public distribution system (PDS) or ration
shops.Here is what went wrong: at least 58 millers did not
route rice back to the ration shops. Instead, they allegedly
sold it in the open market for a profit. Officials estimate that
the state lost 2.7 lakh metric tonnes of paddy worth Rs 680
crore between 2023 and 2026.“The government had a doubt
and ordered a probe, and we unearthed a multi-crore scam,”
Director of Vigilance and Enforcement AR Srinivas told The
Indian Express.

The raids began on July 20, Srinivas added.“The mill-
ers didn’t possess the paddy stocks given to them and had
also failed to return the corresponding quantity of custom-
milled rice to the govt,” Srinivas explained. The rice variet-
ies that should have returned to the ration shops include
fine rice and parboiled rice, he said.According to officials,
the gaps surfaced when authorities tallied millers’ records
to their own.

The V&E department’s preliminary findings allegedly
unearthed a Rs 120 crore paddy deficit that they suspect
ended up in the open market.“We expanded the search and
realised that this was happening across the state,” said
Srinivas. The inspections were conducted under the su-
pervision of V&E DIG Abhishek Mohanty and DS Chauhan,
Director General of V&E.Those allegedly involved are “big

millers who have the wherewithal to hoard and sell”, Srinivas
said.“In Suryapet alone, eight millers were found to have
diverted Rs 239 crore worth of paddy. In Jagtial, four mill-
ers were found to have diverted Rs 127 crore worth of
paddy,” he said.The department has started filing criminal
cases against the millers.

“We issued notices to millers to either pay for the paddy
which is not available with them or face jail,” Srinivas said.
Under Sections 316 and 318 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
as well as relevant sections of the Essential Commodities
Act, 1955, misappropriation of public assets allegedly car-
ries a 10-year jail term.The recovery drive has already
yielded significant results, officials say.“At least Rs 300 crore
of paddy has been recovered after notices were issued to
mill owners,” one official said. “While several millers have
begun repaying the value of the missing stocks, others have
approached courts challenging the action.”Officials say the
alleged scam has a direct bearing on the Public Distribution
System.“Lakhs of people are dependent on PDS for their
daily rice needs,” Srinivas said. “The extent of the scam is
such that one miller from Jagtial owed Rs 90 crore to the
government. Another miller owed Rs 50 crore. We will ei-
ther get back the grain or the money.”

 Court issues notice to Meta on Khaira plea

GNS News Agency, August 8
The Chandigarh District court has issued notices to

Meta Platforms Inc. (Facebook and Instagram) on a civil
suit filed by Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira, who has
sought removal of an allegedly AI-generated morphed video
depicting him, besides permanent and mandatory injunc-
tions, protection of his personality rights and damages.

In his complaint, Khaira through his counsel, Advo-
cate Sarabjot Singh Cheema, submitted that the accompa-
nying suit seeks “permanent and mandatory injunction,
takedown/removal of false, fabricated, morphed and AI-gen-
erated content, protection of the plaintiff’s reputation, dig-
nity and personality rights and for damages.”

The complaint states that Khaira, MLA from Bholath
Assembly constituency, is “a well-known public and politi-
cal personality” who enjoys “reputation and recognition
amongst the people of Punjab as well as the Punjabi
diaspora.”According to the suit, the operators of the
Facebook page “Charda Punjab” and Instagram account
“chard_apunjab” are presently unknown, with disclosure of
their identity also being sought from the intermediary.Khaira
has alleged that the defendants “have published and circu-
lated a highly objectionable, false, fabricated and AI-gener-
ated/morphed video” wherein his “face, beard and turbaned”
Sikh appearance have been “digitally manipulated and su-
perimposed upon an artificially generated body” of a
woman.”Referring to the circulation of the content, the suit
claims that the impugned video had already received ap-
proximately 1.36 lakh views, 1,900 reactions and 443 shares
on Facebook, while on Instagram it had received approxi-
mately 1.12 lakh views, 760 likes, 87 comments, 33 reposts
and about 5,496 shares, adding that the figures were con-
tinuing to increase.

The complaint also states that the content “has there-
fore caused and continues to cause humiliation, mental
agony, reputational injury and loss of dignity” to Khaira. It
adds that the continued availability of the content is particu-
larly harmful because viewers encountering screenshots
or reposts “may have no means whatsoever of knowing
that the visual representation is artificial.”Khaira further sub-
mitted that his “name, face, photograph, likeness, voice,
appearance and other identifiable attributes constitute inte-
gral aspects of his personality and identity,” and that

unauthorised manipulation in a false and derogatory repre-
sentation interferes with his right to control misuse of his
identity.Calling the matter “a particularly serious issue con-
cerning misuse of generative AI,” the complaint adds that
unlike ordinary written allegations, a fabricated photograph
or video “purports to provide visual proof of something which
never occurred and therefore possesses an enhanced ca-
pacity to mislead, humiliate and cause reputational
injury.”Khaira in his application has also relied upon the
Bombay High Court judgment in Arijit Singh versus Codible
Ventures LLP & Ors. concerning protection against mis-
use of personality attributes through artificial intelligence,
deepfakes and face-morphing technology.

Civic volunteer arrested for
rape in Bengal’s Jalpaiguri,

2 others absconding
HandcuffsThe sources added that the three accused

had been involved in several criminal acts before, but no
one filed cases against them owing to the nature of their
jobs.The West Bengal Police Thursday arrested a civic
volunteer on charges of raping a woman in Jalpaiguri dis-
trict.

The arrestee, identified as Bulbul Alam, 30, is said to
have raped the woman over three days. Two other civic
volunteers have also been accused of the crime and are
currently absconding. All three are posted at the same po-
lice station in Jalpaiguri.The gang rape survivor is a resi-
dent of the neighbouring Cooch Behar district.

Speaking about the incident, a senior police officer in
Jalpaiguri said, “Since the complaint has not been filed here,
the investigation is being conducted by the Cooch Behar
police. We joined the operation to nab the accused after the
Cooch Behar police sought our help.”According to police
sources, the three civic volunteers allegedly lured the young
woman to Jalpaiguri district last week, put her up in a rented
accommodation, and raped her on several occasions.

The sources added that the three accused had been
involved in several criminal acts before, but no one filed
cases against them owing to the nature of their jobs.

After this complaint was filed, All India Trinamool Con-
gress took to X and posted, “Another day, another horrific
incident under the @BJP4Bengal government… a woman
was allegedly raped repeatedly by three civic volunteers –
an incident that has once again raised serious questions
about women’s safety across the state. What happened to
all the tall promises made by BJP leaders? Will the usual
voices of outrage speak up now? Or has selective outrage
always been driven by political convenience rather than jus-
tice?

What is Saoji cuisine, the Nagpur legacy
back in focus after FDA chief’s remark?

Saoji cuisine, once the food of a weaving community
before becoming a working-class meal and then the pride
of the Saoji community and the city of Nagpur, has come
under the spotlight after Maharashtra Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) Commissioner Tukaram Mundhe told
an audience in Amravati, “If I ate that, I would fall sick for a
month”—referring to Saoji mutton.Although Nagpur and Saoji
cuisine are now synonymous, the fiery Saoji masala and
cuisine came from the Halba Koshti community. Originally
from Madhya Pradesh, the community, known for its weav-
ing skills, migrated to Nagpur in the late 19th century to
work in Empress Mills and other textile industries being set
up there.

But when the handloom industry declined, the com-
munity had to find new ways to sustain itself. The women
turned to their culinary heritage, creating Saoji masala, made
by blending 32 spices with jute or linseed oil. It became the
soul of Saoji food, giving it its signature heat, depth, and
boldness.The flavourful, spicy food once prepared only
within the community was soon being sold to the city’s
working class as an affordable meal option for mill workers
and labourers. Over time, Saoji bhojanalayas emerged, fo-
cusing purely on taste rather than presentation. Most of-
fered simple arrangements, often limited to wooden benches
and metal plates, with an emphasis on serving hot and
freshly prepared meals. The cuisine eventually became a
defining part of Nagpur’s food culture.

The soul of the cuisine: A 32-spice blend
The soul of the cuisine lies in its masala—a blend of

32 spices, slow-cooked using either linseed or jute oil. The
cooking process involves the slow roasting of spices, al-
lowing them to release their oils and intensify the overall
flavour. The choice of oil plays a significant role in the over-

all taste and texture of the dishes, giving them a distinct
character that sets them apart from other regional
cuisines.“Some of the spices used in this blend include
peppercorns, star anise, coriander, cardamom, coconut,
poppy seeds, plenty of red chillies, cloves, bay leaf and
nutmeg. In addition, there are a few whole spices that are
also pounded and added to the dish,” said Shilpi Gulati, a
Punjabi who grew up in Nagpur and learnt this cuisine from
her friends who hail from the Saoji community. She later
started House of Saoji, a cloud kitchen, in Pune in 2021.
“The coconut and other spices are roasted until they turn
almost black, which adds a dark tone. It is a very different
kala masala, used widely in Vidarbha,” she explained.The
meat, typically goat, is simmered in the spice blend for hours
until it absorbs the essence of the masala, resulting in a
dish that is rich, aromatic, and deeply satisfying. For those
unfamiliar with Saoji food, the first taste can be overwhelm-
ing. The heat from the chillies, combined with the warmth of
other spices, creates an experience that is intense yet ad-
dictive.

The food is unapologetically spicy and oily. Saoji cur-
ries, Gulati said, have a medium-thin body, are deep red-
dish-black in colour, and have a visible layer of oil on top—
traditionally seen as a mark of a “proper” Saoji preparation.
“It is very fiery or hot because it is very hot in Nagpur and
the cuisine helps people regulate the temperature,” she
added.The food was originally cooked in earthen pots, and
the community mostly cooked mutton. Over the years,
chicken versions emerged, and today some restaurants
even make Saoji paneer and jackfruit dishes. But the cui-
sine remains predominantly non-vegetarian.The cuisine has
also outgrown its bhojnalaya origins—chefs across Mumbai
and Pune are now recreating it for a wider audience, and
diners from outside Maharashtra travel to Nagpur specifi-
cally to eat it.“Back in the Nagpur/Vidarbha region, people
love Saoji cuisine. Our founder Nitin Dhankute thought of
bringing this food in a more family-style restaurant format
to Mumbai. We opened our first outlet in Juhu to a great
reception—so many cricketers and Marathi actors came
and liked our food. A lot of our customers there came from
Thane, so we opened another branch here,” said Mohit
Fune, 31, one of the owners of Orange City Saoji, adding,
“If you see online, there are a few people who have written
bad reviews saying our food is spicy, but that’s the nature
of this cuisine. It won’t remain Saoji if we change the spice
levels.”

India exports over 7,000
 tonnes of Makhana in FY26

GNS News Agency, August 8New Delhi: India exported
more than 7,000 metric tonnes of Makhana and value-added
Makhana products to over 20 international destinations, in-
cluding the US, the Middle East and Africa, in last fiscal
(FY26), the government informed on Saturday.Bihar ac-
counts for nearly 85 per cent of India’s Makhana produc-
tion. To further strengthen the sector, a separate HS Code
for Makhana came into effect from July last year under the
Finance Bill, 2025.

In a new feat, APEDA facilitated first-ever commer-
cial sea shipment of 18 metric tonnes of GI-tagged Mithila
Makhana from the BIADA Industrial Area in Bihta, Bihar, to
Australia.The consignment, sourced from Makhana grow-

ers of Darbhanga district, is expected to strengthen the in-
ternational presence of Bihar’s flagship GI product while
creating enhanced income opportunities for farmers through
export-led market access, according to Commerce Minis-
try.

The initiative has enabled farmers to realise nearly 18
per cent higher returns than prevailing market rates, high-
lighting the benefits of export-oriented value chains and di-
rect market linkages.The export is expected to strengthen
the international presence of GI-tagged Mithila Makhana,
create sustainable export opportunities for Bihar’s Makhana
sector and contribute to higher farmer incomes.State Agri-
culture Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha said Makhana is the
identity of Bihar and greater participation of Bihar-based ex-
porters in international trade would enable farmers to se-
cure better price realisation.He emphasised the importance
of maintaining quality standards to meet global market re-
quirements and stated that the Government of Bihar is con-
tinuously working to strengthen the Makhana value chain
by supporting growers, processors and exporters.The min-
ister further said that all necessary support would continue
to be extended to the Phori community, whose traditional
skills are integral to Makhana processing.The first-ever sea
shipment of GI-tagged Mithila Makhana to Australia reflects
the growing global demand for Bihar’s agricultural products
and opens new opportunities for farmers and exporters, he
added.

Court case backlog no longer what it
was 10-20 years ago: CJI Surya Kant

Indore: Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant said on
Saturday that the backlog of court cases in the country is
no longer what it was 10 or 20 years ago, and that various
schemes designed through technology for speedy disposal
of cases have yielded “very good results”. There are many
reasons for the backlog of cases and these are being gradu-

ally resolved in a systematic manner, the CJI told reporters
when asked about the long-pending cases in courts.

He said that the backlog of cases in the country is no
longer what it was 10 or 20 years ago. “We have developed
numerous schemes for speedy disposal of cases through
technology, and these have yielded very good results,” the
CJI said.When asked that many harassment cases filed
by women are proving to be fake, he said no general state-
ment can be made on this matter and each case depends
on its specific facts.Replying to a query about the central
government’s repeated return of names recommended by
the Supreme Court Collegium for the appointment of judges,
CJI Surya Kant said, “You will not talk about the Collegium
here. This is a programme of the Legal Services
Authority.”The CJI earlier addressed the regional confer-
ence of the Western Zone of the National Legal Services
Authority here. Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, and judges
from the Supreme Court and High Courts attended the in-
augural session of the conference.

Embrace technology, ensure transparency:
Shah’s push to urban cooperative banks

Mumbai: Union minister Amit Shah on Saturday urged
urban cooperative banks to embrace technology, ensure
transparency and modernise customer services to remain
competitive. Speaking at the inauguration of the new office
of the National Urban Cooperative Finance and Develop-
ment Corporation Limited (NUCFDC) in Mumbai, he said
ensuring the prosperity of customers will help the banks
achieve growth.

The Union Home and Cooperation Minister also urged
all urban cooperative banks to join the NUCFDC, the apex
umbrella organisation for the sector, within a year.The
NUCFDC serves as the umbrella organisation and self-
regulatory body for Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) in
India. Approved by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and
headquartered in Mumbai, it provides capital, IT infrastruc-

ture and liquidity support to strengthen the cooperative bank-
ing sector.“Our responsibility is to ensure that all banks
become members of this organisation (NUCFDC), intro-
duce technology, bring transparency, train staff, provide
modern services to customers and sustain in the competi-
tion,” he said.Shah said that of the nearly 1,400 urban co-
operative banks in the country, around 690 have already
become members of the organisation, and added that the
remaining UCBs should also become part of it within a
year.Making India prosperous requires fostering prosperity
among its people, the minister said, adding that the capital
market alone cannot fulfil this objective. “We need to create
a new system of self-employment simultaneously. Urban
cooperative banks can do it and it is our responsibility,” he
said.Shah said the idea of “cooperation to prosperity” does
not merely mean making banks financially stronger
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Last buses between Kolkata’s key hospitals,
railway stations now leave at 10 pm

GNS News Agency, August 8
The West Bengal Transport Corporation (WBTC) has

extended the operating hours of several key bus routes in
Kolkata, changing their last departure time from 8 pm to 10
pm to help late-night commuters, patients, and their
families.The new schedule introduced additional late-night
services between Kolkata’s major hospital hubs and rail-
way stations like Howrah and Sealdah, effective August
1.VS-2 (West Bengal Surface Transport Corporation): Op-
erates from Howrah station to the Airport, leaving the Howrah
railway station at 10 pm (three trips). It travels via MG Road,
CR Avenue, Girish Park, Kankurgachi, HIDCO, and VIP
Road, passing important landmarks like Medical College
and Central Blood Bank.

E-32 (Calcutta State Transport Corporation): Runs
from the Howrah station to Barrackpore. The last departure
was at 9.45 pm, and an additional service is scheduled at
10 pm (two trips). The route alignment includes MG Road,
Shyambazar, and BT Road, covering landmarks such as
Medical College and RG Kar Hospital.S-7 (CSTC): Con-
nects the Howrah station to Garia. The regular departure is
at 8 pm, with an extra service at 10 pm (two trips). It runs
through Esplanade, Park Street, Exide, Rashbehari,
Gariahat, and Jadavpur, serving key destinations like SSKM
Hospital, Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital, Keoratala Burning
Ghat, Private Hospital, Panchanantala, and JU Hostel.S-5

(CSTC): Connects the Howrah station to Garia, leaving at
8.45 pm with an additional service at 10 pm (two trips). Its
route covers Esplanade, Park Street, Exide, Rashbehari,
Bansdroni, and Naktala, reaching landmarks such as
SSKM, Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital, Keoratala Burning
Ghat, and Bangur Super Speciality Hospital.S-10A (CSTC):
Travels from the Howrah station to Ballygunge at 10 pm in
three trips via Esplanade, Park Street, Exide, Rashbehari,
and Gariahat. Key landmarks on this route include Belle
Vue, RKM Seva Pratishthan, and other private hospitals.

S-9A (CSTC): Operates from Dunlop to Ballygunge,
departing at 8 pm with an additional service scheduled at
10 pm (two trips). Travelling via BT Road, Shyambazar,
Khanna, Sealdah, Moulali, Minto Park, and Deshapriya
Park, it serves major healthcare centres including RG Kar
Hospital, Nilratan Sircar (NRS) Hospital, BR Singh Hospi-
tal, IINS, Belle Vue, and RKM Seva Pratishthan.T-16
(WBTC): Operates from Rajabazar to Andul Road
(Mourigram). The regular schedule is 7.15 pm, now supple-
mented by a 10 pm service (two trips). The bus travels via
Sealdah, Moulali, Esplanade, Rabindra Sadan, 2nd Hooghly
Bridge, and Andul Road, catering to commuters heading
towards NRS, PG, and Narayana (Andul Road).S-30
(CSTC): Runs between Ultadanga Gate No. 15 and Eco
Space. With regular timing at 7.30 pm, an additional ser-
vice goes out at 10 pm (three trips) via HIDCO, Apollo,
Chingrighata Crossing, College More, and New Town, pass-
ing Near Apollo, Tata Medical Centre, and OHIO Hospital.S-
24 (CSTC): Operates from the Howrah station to Kamalgazi,
departing at 9.45 pm, along with a new 10 pm service with
two trips. Its path runs via Esplanade, Moulali, Park Circus,
Science City, Ruby, and Ajoy Nagar, providing access to
NRS, National Medical College, INK, Fortis, Desun, Ruby,
RN Tagore, Peerless, and Medica.AC-37 (CSTC): Serves
the route from Barasat to Garia. Leaves at 4.35 pm with an
additional 10 pm service with two trips. The alignment goes
through Madhyamgram, Airport, Ultadanga, Ruby, and
Ajoynagar, connecting travellers to Narayana, Apollo, Fortis,
Desun, Ruby, RN Tagore, Peerless, and Medica.

Court issues order to
attach Pune MC chief property

GNS News Agency, August 8
pmcPMC legal officer Nisha Chavan said she had

apprised the concerned civic department to execute the
order in time, but it failed to do so, due to which court offic-
ers had to visit the municipal chief's office to attach the
movable property.In a major embarrassment to the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC), a laptop and chair of the
municipal commissioner were set to be attached on Mon-
day, following an order issued by Pune’s Small Cause Court
over the civic body’s failure to pay the difference in com-
pensation to a plot owner for the acquisition of land in Uruli
Devachi.

Second Additional Judge of the Small Causes Court,
Pune, Nikhil Gosavi, on June 29 issued a warrant to attach
movable property of the Pune civic chief over failure to pay
the difference in compensation despite the court order
passed.“The Pune civic body has given a bond in writing to
pay the difference in compensation by August 11 to own-
ers of property acquired by PMC. Thus, the attachment of
the laptop and chair of the municipal chief has been avoided,”
said Nihil More, deputy municipal commissioner, PMC.PMC
legal officer Nisha Chavan said she had apprised the con-
cerned civic department to execute the order in time, but it
failed to do so, due to which court officers had to visit the
municipal chief’s office to attach the movable property.The
application to attach movable property of the municipal chief
was filed by one Harishchandra Harpale.The applicant had
informed the court that the PMC failed to pay the compen-
sation despite an order passed by the court. The applicant

had contended that a substantial amount was due and pay-
able by the PMC but had not been satisfied to date.Despite
granting sufficient opportunity, the PMC has failed to pay
compensation, the applicant said, adding the PMC has nei-
ther appeared in court nor filed any say.According to the
court, PMC has to pay Rs. 4.14 crore to the applicant as a
difference in the compensation amount. The PMC had ac-
quired around 25 acres from three owners to set up a waste
processing plant in 2007 and had fixed the compensation
amount to be paid to the property owners.However, the own-
ers challenged the amount, seeking more compensation
by approaching the court. The court passed an order in
favour of the property owners and directed PMC to pay the
difference in an increased amount, but PMC instead ap-
proached the High Court, where the plea was still pending.

At Mumbai University, over 80% flunk BCom,
BA exams; varsity says results consistent

GNS News Agency, August 8
More than 80 per cent of students enrolled in Mumbai

University’s distance education programmes have failed the
first-year examinations, with the university finally declaring
the results over four months after the exams.The unusu-
ally poor outcome has triggered questions over the quality
of academic support at the Centre for Distance and Online
Education (CDOE), prompting students and Senate mem-
bers to demand a review of the results.The Centre for Dis-
tance and Online Education (CDOE) declared the first se-
mester results of the first-year Bachelor of Commerce
(BCom) course on Monday.Of the 2,543 students who ap-
peared, only 457 passed while 2,086 were declared
unsuccessful.A similar trend was seen in the first-year
Bachelor of Arts (BA) programme, where only 460 of the
2,224 students have cleared the examination, leaving 1,764
students unsuccessful.

The results have renewed criticism of the CDOE,
which has repeatedly come under scrutiny over delays in
admissions, non-availability of study material, paper leak
allegations and delays in declaring results.Senate members
have questioned whether delays in supplying study mate-
rial, administrative lapses and inadequate academic sup-
port affected students’ performance.A delegation from Yuva
Sena, the youth wing of Shiv Sena (UBT), including current
and former Senate members, met Mumbai University Reg-
istrar Dr Prasad Karande on Monday, seeking a review of
the results.“If so many students have failed, the issue lies
with the system. The university cannot blame students,”
said Pradeep Sawant, a Senate member from Yuva
Sena.The Mumbai University, however, defended the re-
sults, saying the figures do not indicate that students had
failed in every subject.“BA and BCom students appear for
multiple internal and external examinations every semes-
ter. A student is counted among the unsuccessful candi-

dates even if they fail in one or more papers,” the university
said in a written response.It also argued that the results
were in line with previous years.According to the univer-
sity, the FY BA pass percentage stood at 20.68 per cent
this year as compared to 23.35 per cent last year, while the
FY B Com pass percentage improved from 13 per cent last
year to 18 per cent this year.

Retired Army Captain’s wife strangled
to death by domestic help in Haryana

GNS News Agency, August 8
A search for missing jewellery ended in tragedy in

Haryana’s Panchkula when a retired Army Captain’s wife
was found dead on the rooftop of a house in Sector 21 on
Monday evening, allegedly murdered by her domestic
help.According to the police, 70-year-old Neera Mehta, the
wife of Chandramohan, a retired Indian Army Captain, went
to her domestic help’s house on Monday to question her
about some missing jewellery. During the conversation, an
argument allegedly broke out between the two, leading to
Mehta being strangled to death. After the murder, the do-

mestic help and her son allegedly carried Mehta’s body to
the rooftop of a neighbouring house and hid it behind roof
tiles.A murder case has been lodged against the domestic
help and her son at the Sector 21 police station. Both have
been arrested and are being questioned, the police said.

According to the police, Mehta and Chandramohan
stayed at House No 366 in Sector 21. Their two sons live in
the United States. “The woman had been working as their
domestic help for nearly 10 years, and they trusted her com-
pletely. She lived in the same sector. The owner of that
house had employed her family as caretakers,” one of the
investigating police officers said.On Monday, Mehta dis-
covered that some jewellery was missing from her house.
Suspecting her domestic help, she decided to question her.
After Chandramohan left home to play golf, Mehta told him
that she was going to her help’s house to ask her about the
missing jewellery, the police said. However, she never re-
turned home.Around 3 pm, Chandramohan returned from
playing golf and found that Mehta was not at home. He first
searched the neighbourhood and checked with relatives and
acquaintances, but she was nowhere to be found. He then
informed the Sector 21 police post, after which the police
began an investigation and found her body late in the
evening.

As rain activity eases, IMD
warns of temperature rise in
Mumbai; Thane, Palghar off alerts

Mumbai IMD weather alert: Rain activity is likely to
ease in Mumbai and its neighbouring districts this week,
with the India Meteorological Department (IMD) indicating
only light to moderate showers starting today, August 4.
The temperature in Mumbai is expected to rise as rain ac-
tivity eases this week. The IMD has predicted that mercury
may touch 32 degrees in the coming days.

According to the IMD forecast, Mumbai, Thane,
Raigad, and Palghar districts in Maharashtra are likely to
experience light to moderate rainfall in the coming days.
These districts are under no IMD alert until at least Friday,
August 7.

Data furnished by the IMD showed that between Mon-
day and Tuesday morning, 2.4 mm rain was recorded in
Santacruz while 0.2 mm was recorded in Colaba. Just a
day ago, Mumbai had received an average rainfall of 66
mm in the eastern suburbs and 44 mm in the western sub-
urbs between Sunday and Monday.In the neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, Belapur recorded 13 mm rain, followed by 12 mm
in Airoli and Digha areas, 7 mm in Koparkhairane, and 5
mm in Nerul.After heavy showers through July, meteorolo-
gists have attributed the slowdown in monsoon activity to
the absence of strong systems that typically bring mois-
ture into the atmosphere and a surge in monsoon
currents.Without a heavy downpour, temperatures in
Mumbai are expected to spike. According to the IMD, maxi-
mum temperatures are likely to exceed 32 degrees in the
coming days. Meanwhile, temperatures in the evening are
expected to hover between 26 and 27 degrees.While heavy
monsoon showers are likely to elude the region this week,
Mumbai is used to witnessing heavy to very heavy rainfall
during August.

Over 31k teachers posts vacant in
Punjab government schools, says Bains
GNS News Agency, August 8
Punjab education minister Harjot Singh Bains said in

the Punjab Vidhan Sabha on Monday that 31,370 posts of
teachers, across various cadres, were lying vacant in gov-
ernment schools.Bains presented the data in the House re-
plying to the question asked by Congress MLA and leader
of opposition Partap Singh Bajwa.Bains said that the ma-
jority posts (20378) were lying vacant in master cadre (for
class 6 to 10). The minister, however, clarified that the va-
cancy was due to court stay on promotions in master cadre,
which has now been cleared. He claimed that posts would
be filled soon both through promotions and new recruitments
following which 90% will be filled.

According to the data tabled by Bains in the House on
the day 1 of the monsoon session, 7259 posts are vacant
in primary cadre including 4627 ETT, 657 head teacher,
221 central head teacher and 1754 special educators.In
master cadre, 20378 posts are lying vacant out of 59513
sanctioned. In lecturers category (class 11 and 12), 3733
are lying vacant of 14130 sanctioned.The Democratic
Teachers Front (DTF) in a statement said that minister’s
own statement has brought to light the truth of the so-called
“Sikhya Kranti” (education revolution) of the AAP-led Punjab
government.DTF state president Vikramdev Singh and Gen-
eral Secretary Mahinder Kaurwali said that the vacant posts
of more than 1100 principals in 1927 secondary schools

are also a mockery of Sikhya Kranti.“The 20378 vacant posts
of Master Cadre also show the sincerity of the Punjab gov-
ernment. Despite these vacancies, about 30,000 teachers
are engaged in non-academic work. Students who came to
government schools from private schools are going back
to private schools due to shortage of teachers. The Punjab
government is encouraging privatization of education by
keeping posts vacant in government schools. The Punjab
government should launch a recruitment drive to fill all the
vacant posts of teaching and non-teaching staff in the edu-
cation department,” said the DTF.

 Oil-mud slick on key road causes
25 vehicles to skid; 6 injured

GNS News Agency, August 8
Amid incessant rainfall, at least 25 vehicles skidded,

and six commuters sustained minor injuries in Pune on
Tuesday morning after oil from vehicles leaked onto the
road, mixing with mud and rainwater.On receiving alerts
about vehicles losing traction in the slippery stretch between
RTO Chowk and Naidu Hospital Road, the Pune Fire Bri-
gade launched an emergency clean-up operation to pre-
vent further accidents. The work was completed in an hour,
after which normal traffic resumed.“Using high-pressure
water jets, firefighters washed away the oil and mud de-
posits before traffic police regulated vehicular movement
through the affected stretch,” said an officer.

Authorities urged motorists to exercise caution while
driving during the monsoon, particularly on stretches where
oil residue and mud can accumulate on the
carriageway.“Primary inquiry suggested that a significant
number of dumpers transporting construction material use
this stretch during the late-night and early-morning hours.
We believe that mud carried on the wheels of these ve-
hicles is deposited on the road as they exit construction
sites. When this mud mixes with oil leaking from heavy ve-
hicles and other passing traffic, particularly during heavy

rains, it creates an extremely slippery surface,” said a po-
lice officer.“Continuous rainfall further spreads the oil-mud
mixture across the carriageway, making it hazardous even
for vehicles travelling at moderate speeds.

 We will be examining nearby construction sites, the
movement of heavy vehicles in the area and whether ad-
equate measures are being taken to prevent mud from be-
ing carried onto public roads,” said the officer.

Man sets himself on fire outside
police station in Punjab, dies

GNS News Agency, August 8
A man allegedly set himself on fire in the public wash-

room outside Khanna City-1 police station Monday, and died
on the spot.He was identified as Gobind Singh, a resident
of Ishar Nagar, Ludhiana city.Khanna SSP Darpan
Ahluwalia said that Gobind had submitted a complaint to
the police against a self-styled Godman Charan Das and
his three accomplices, for allegedly duping him of Rs 73,000.
Minutes after submitting the complaint, he took the extreme
step in the public washroom, said the SSP.

According to the complaint, Das of Lalheri road
Khanna had promised him a solution to his financial woes
and said that performing a “hawan” will solve everything.
Gobind stated in his complaint that he had paid Rs 73,000
to Das for performing the rituals but his woes never ended.
When he demanded his money back, Das refunded Rs
20,000 but the rest was still pending. Gobind said in his
complaint that the accused were harassing him, threaten-
ing him with dire consequences and because of the finan-
cial loss, he was unable to pay his children’s school fee.The

SSP said that earlier too Gobind had filed a complaint against
the accused and he was called to the police station on May
7, 2026.“However, according to his own statement, written
in today’s fresh complaint, he could not come that time as
he was unwell. So he had come today to file a fresh com-
plaint,” said the SSP.A forensic probe has been initiated
and a judicial probe has been marked by the executive
magistrate into the self-immolation incident.The SSP said
that a matchstick and an empty bottle containing inflam-
mable material has been recovered from the spot.“An FIR
for abetment to suicide has been registered against Charan
Das and his three accomplices- Makhan Singh, Jugraj
Singh and Inderpreet Singh, on the basis of the deceased’s
complaint in which he clearly stated that if anything hap-
pens to him, the four persons named will be responsible,”
said the SSP.

Factionalism grips Pinapaka
Congress in Kothagudem

Kothagudem: Group politics in Pinapaka Congress
intensified as the party leaders have been running separate
factions against the MLA (ST) Payam, Venkateswarlu cre-
ating a rift in the party in the constituency.The MLA, who is
said to be making efforts to tighten his grip on the party
affairs in the constituency, has been facing opposition from
his rival groups. Until recently, the party’s senior leader
Tulluri Brahmaiah maintained a faction of his own.But re-
cently, another leader. Gurijala Gopi, has started mobilising
the party cadres creating his own faction against the MLA.
These groups have been running the party programmes
independently without the involvement of the MLA, much to
his disappointment.
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HC bars Punjab government
from large-scale ad campaigns till

pending DA paid to employees

GNS News Agency, August 8
The Punjab and Haryana High Court on Monday di-

rected the Punjab government to release the pending Dear-
ness Allowance (DA) to its employees and pensioners
within 15 days and barred it from issuing any large-scale
advertisement campaigns until the dues are paid.Rejecting
appeals by the State and Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL) challenging a single-judge verdict, a divi-
sion bench of Acting Chief Justice Ashwani Kumar Mishra
and Justice Rohit Kapoor also made it clear that if the pay-
ment is not made by the end of the deadline, the govern-
ment will have to pay six per cent simple interest on the
outstanding amount.“The State of Punjab and PSPCL are
directed to grant and release all up-to-date pending install-
ments of Dearness Allowance/Dearness Relief (DA/DR)
to all its employees and pensioners, respectively, at the
same rates as has been paid to the members of the All
India Services (IAS/IPS/IFS) serving within the State of
Punjab, in accordance with the Central Government pat-
tern, within a fortnight,” the bench ruled.

“Till all such dues are cleared, the State of Punjab shall
not resort to any unproductive expenditures such as large-
scale advertising campaigns in print or social media as
these expenses cannot justify the denial of dues admis-
sible to State employees”, the Bench ordered.The bench
also directed the Punjab chief secretary to to ensure “scru-
pulous compliance of the directions” and “file a compliance
report by way of affidavit” by August 31, 2026.The State
government had earlier submitted that it was not in a posi-
tion to comply with the single bench directions to release
arrears amounting to more than Rs 15,000 crore.Delivering
the order, the division bench laid emphasis on “unproduc-
tive expenditures”.“…the issue of financial constraints is
being raised as a ground for withholding the legitimate dues
of the State’s own employees. However, as per the infor-
mation available in the public domain, the State is expend-
ing large amounts of money on grant of freebies, doles,
advertorial campaigns, and other expenditure, which would
not strictly fall within the domain of essential expenditure by
a welfare State, cannot be brushed aside, lightly,” the bench
said.

The bench further held that State cannot withhold the
legitimate dues payable to the employees. “Viewed in any
manner, large scale advertising campaigns in print or so-

cial media and other unproductive expenses cannot justify
denial of dues admissible to the State employees,” it added.If
implemented, close to 8 lakh employees and pensioners
will benefit from the order. The salary of certain employees
could increase by approximately Rs 10,000 to Rs 15,000
per month.The State government had challenged the order
submitting that it was not in a position to comply with the
single bench directions to release arrears that amount to
more than Rs 15,000 crore.Rejecting Punjab’s submission,
a single bench of Justice Harpreet Singh Brar on April 8
had directed the state government and PSPCL to grant 58
per cent DA alongwith arrears to all employees and pen-
sioners at par with officers from the IAS, IPS, IFS and judi-
cial services. The court had given the State to comply with
the order by June 30.The petitioners had earlier submitted
that DA instalments with effect from July 1, 2023 have not
been released to serving employees and pensioners. They
had also challenged a liquidation plan submitted by the Punjab
government proposing to pay the pending pension and DA
to employees over five financial years and for pensioners
below the age of 75 years over 42 instalments without in-
terest.

The division bench, however, termed the proposal a
“discriminatory approach” and held that the state govern-
ment was bound by its policy decision of adopting the cen-
tral government pattern for payment of DA.The then Con-
gress led dispensation in Punjab had in June 2021 approved
the recommendation of the 6th Pay Commission to grant
DA to the state employees on the patter of central govern-
ment. It, however, failed to release the money following which
employees moved the court.In the high court, the Punjab
government had argued that it had not accepted the June
2021 report. It had submitted that a new plan had been in-
troduced on February 18, 2025. The government had fur-
ther contended that Punjab already provides its employees
with higher pay scales than many other states (“high pay
master”), and therefore there was no need to grant addi-
tional DA.However, Advocate Sunny Singla, appearing for
the employee organizations, argued that the Punjab gov-
ernment is legally bound to provide DA to its employees
and pensioners in accordance with the central government
pattern. He pointed out that IAS, IPS, IFS, and judicial offic-
ers were already receiving DA at central government rates,
while other employees and pensioners were being unfairly
denied the same benefit.According to Singla, the court also
directed the government to release the DA pending from
January 1, 2016.

The Punjab government is currently paying 42% DA
to its employees. However, compared to central govern-
ment staff, 18 per cent DA remains unpaid. Employee or-
ganizations had long been demanding that this gap be elimi-
nated and the outstanding amount be released.Employee
organisations also relied on a judgment of the Supreme
Court, which held that DA is not a bonus or an ex gratia
payment but an integral component of an employee’s sal-
ary. On this basis, they argued that the pending DA and
arrears should be released without further delay.

‘Vicky aaya hai’: Faridabad teacher’s
killer used husband’s name to trap her

GNS News Agency, August 8
Sandhya, a 30-year-old English teacher at Saraswati

Senior Secondary School in Faridabad’s Sikrona, was at
work when she was informed that “Vicky” was waiting for
her. Her husband, Vikas, often went by ‘Vicky’. She did not
know then what awaited her.CCTV footage from the school
shows a man waiting at the school entrance, his face cov-
ered with a cloth. As soon as Sandhya stepped out, hoping
to find her husband, the man pulled her by the hand and
stabbed her at least 20 times. The footage shows Sandhya
falling to the ground, screaming, but the stabs didn’t stop. A
colleague, Tejpal, tried to save her, but the attacker threat-
ened him with a knife. Sandhya succumbed to her injuries
soon after. The attacker fled the scene on a bike without a
number plate, the school staff said. However, police identi-
fied and caught the accused, Amit (21), within two
hours.According to the police, Sandhya earlier worked at a
school in Faridabad’s Kot village. Amit’s family owned the
school building, and that’s how he first spoke to her. Sub-
sequently, Amit started harassing Sandhya. She left the job
and moved to the Sikrona-based school, but the stalking
continued. Sandhya also registered a police complaint
against Amit, following which he apologised. Police said he
nursed a grudge.“The victim explicitly asked the accused
to stop following her and warned him of legal action if he
continued to harass her. Agitated by her refusal to talk to
him, the accused planned the attack,” a police officer
said.Following the murder, Sandhya’s husband Vikas reg-
istered a complaint at the Sector 58 police station, and a
murder case was registered. “Our team acted swiftly on
technical inputs and human intelligence. The suspect was
traced and nabbed from the area within two hours of the

crime being reported,” the officer said, adding that the knife
used in the crime had been recovered.
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Social media influencer seeks
arrest of CJP founder over assault

GNS News Agency, August 8
New Delhi: A social media influencer has submitted a

written complaint to the police against Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke, seeking his immedi-
ate arrest over allegations of physical assault and concerns
related to his personal security.The complainant, Faizan
Ansari, alleged that individuals linked to Dipke had physi-
cally attacked him in Pune and Aurangabad. He claimed
that police complaints had already been lodged in connec-
tion with both incidents in Maharashtra and asserted that
the previous complaints and related evidence were avail-
able with him.

In his complaint, Ansari further alleged that Dipke had
extended support to individuals associated with anti-national
activities and had allegedly provided financial assistance to
people to participate in the protests held at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar.He demanded that the police conduct a detailed in-
vestigation into the allegations, register an FIR, and initiate
action in accordance with the law.Speaking to IANS, Ansari
said, “I have submitted a written complaint to the DCP, re-
questing the immediate arrest of Abhijeet Dipke. I want to
tell the public about what I have gone through. I was at-
tacked by him, once in Pune and once in Aurangabad. I
have filed police complaints in both cases and have evi-
dence related to them.”

Claiming that the protests were being backed finan-
cially, he further said, “This is a paid campaign. He is pay-
ing celebrities to attend the protest… I received all this in-
formation from Mumbai.”He further claimed that Dipke’s
alleged activities could pose a threat to social harmony and
public order, urging the authorities to conduct an impartial
probe and take strict legal action if any wrongdoing is
established.“These people (CJP members) support the
person who had once said, ‘Bharat tere tukde honge’. I would
like to tell Dipke that India will not be broken into pieces; we
won’t let that happen; however, your party surely will be
broken. I will fight this till my last breath.

Construction of highway spur connecting
NH-205A to Zirakpur bypass to begin in Dec

GNS News Agency, August 8
The construction of the 10.30-km spur (PR-07) —

connecting the Ambala-Chandigarh section of the National
Highway (NH) 205A to Zirakpur bypass — is set to begin in
December this year, with the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) targeting completion within two years.A spur
is a small section that splits off from a main highway to
connect commuters to a particular destination.The six-lane
greenfield corridor, whose foundation was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in July, is being developed under
the Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM). According to the details,
the project has been awarded to M/s Ceigall Infra Ltd for its
execution.

HAM is a public-private partnership model used by
the government, especially for highway projects, to reduce
financial risk for private developers while ensuring timely
construction.The government (through the NHAI) will give
40 per cent of the project cost to the developer during the
construction period in stages while the private developer
will finance the remaining 60 per cent, construct the high-
way, and is responsible for its maintenance for a specified
period.After the road is completed, the NHAI repays the
developer’s investment through fixed semi-annual annuity

payments, along with interest, over the concession
period.This stretch is expected to become a key missing
link in the proposed Tricity Ring Road and aims to provide
a seamless bypass for long-distance traffic around
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali.

While speaking to The Indian Express, NHAI project
director Aashim Bansal said that the project would allow
long-distance traffic travelling from Ambala towards
Chandigarh and beyond to bypass the congestion-prone
urban stretches of Dera Bassi and Zirakpur.“Vehicles will
be routed directly to the Zirakpur bypass and Aerocity with-
out entering these towns, significantly reducing travel time
and vehicle operating costs while improving road safety,”
he said, adding that nearly 20,000 vehicles will be diverted
daily away from the congestion-prone urban stretches of
Dera Bassi and Zirakpur.By providing a direct, access-con-
trolled connection to the Zirakpur bypass and Aerocity, the
corridor will enable through traffic and freight vehicles to
avoid entering densely populated areas, reducing travel
time, fuel consumption and vehicular emissions while im-
proving road safety and traffic flow.“The 10.30-km corridor
has been designed as a fully access-controlled six-lane
greenfield highway with grade-separated interchanges, elimi-
nating at-grade intersections and separating through traffic
from local urban traffic. This is expected to improve the
operational efficiency of the Zirakpur bypass while easing
congestion across the Tricity road network,” Bansal
added.Officials said the PR-07 Spur is an integral compo-
nent of the planned Tricity Ring Road, which aims to pro-
vide uninterrupted, high-capacity movement around the
Chandigarh urban agglomeration. Once completed, the link
will enable through traffic and freight vehicles to bypass
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali entirely, reducing pres-
sure on city roads.Apart from improving regional connec-
tivity, the project is also expected to boost logistics effi-
ciency, attract investment and support economic growth in
the surrounding areas by strengthening the highway infra-
structure network.

57 booked as trading platform
probed for forex investment scam
GNS News Agency, August 8Pune Rural police

launched a probe into the operations of TP Global FX, a
multi-asset trading platform that has been the subject of
major criminal investigations — including by the Enforce-
ment Directorate — for allegedly running a massive illegal
forex trading and investment scam across India. In a case
registered, 57 people linked to the entity including its key
officials and local agents were booked.A First Information
Report (FIR) was registered at Narayangaon police station
under Pune Rural police last week based on the complaint
filed by a 50-year-old businessman from Junnar taluka who
was duped of over Rs one crore by the company and its
representatives.

“Multiple cases have till now been registered in West
Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra against the company and
its representatives. Based on the case registered at
Narayangaon, we will investigate the footprint of the com-
pany in Pune district.” said an officer.The officer added, “The
complainant had approached Kolkata police with the com-
plainant. A Zero FIR was registered at Hare Street Police
station in Kolkata which was transferred to Pune Rural po-
lice. The case was registered at Narayangaon police sta-
tion as the complainant is a resident of the
jurisdiction.”Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Kolkata Zonal
Office has filed multiple prosecution complaints in connec-
tion with the ongoing investigation under provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. The
ED said TP Global Forex trading illegally collected over Rs
2,000 crore from the public in the name of forex trading.
The amount was collected in dummy bank accounts opened
with the assistance of associates.ED initiated investigation

based on FIRs registered by police in Kolkata, Maharashtra
and Gujarat. “As per the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the
website of TP Global FX is neither registered with RBI nor
does it have any authorisation from RBI for forex trading.
The RBI issued an alert list including the name of TP Global
FX vide a press release in September 2022, which was
published to caution the public against unauthorised trading
platforms,” the ED has said.“ED investigation revealed a
sophisticated deception was orchestrated by individuals by
utilising numerous dummy companies to entice investors/
general public into a fraudulent scheme promising high re-
turns on forex trading investments through TP Global FX.
The total amount of seized/frozen/attached assets in the
case stands at approximately Rs 291 crores, in the form of
cash, gold, real estate, hospitality establishments, office
spaces, agricultural land, vehicles, cryptocurrencies, and
bank balances,” the ED has said.

An exhibition with a political edge,
open to all – to see, interpret and buy

There’s a fire extinguisher covered by typography print,
a graffiti-painted toilet bowl with illustrated toilet paper roll-
ing out of it, and blue and orange crates with zines, stick-
ers, matchboxes, and puzzles in them.There are no “Do
not touch” signs; everything in the exhibition is meant to be
picked up, flipped through, bought, and taken
home.Advertising professional Priyanshi said she admired
the “smaller tangibles like postcards, comics, and clay min-
iatures” “because these days people like to have art that
they can use”. Vasudha, a lawyer, said she wanted the art
around her to remind her of a place, an experience or a
particular moment.Organisers of the ‘Paper and Play’ exhi-
bition, ongoing at Gallery XXL in Defence Colony until Au-
gust 22, said it was important to ensure that interest in the
exhibits was not limited to art collectors alone.So the least
expensive exhibit costs only Rs 100, Sarah Malik, who has
curated the show with Giulia Ambrogi and Priyanshi S., said.
“And the most expensive is a hand-painted work by (the
Japanese-American graffiti artist) AIKO which costs Rs 2
lakh.”

An exhibition with a political edge, open to all – to see,
interpret and buy A fire extinguisher artwork. (Express
Photo)More than 200 artworks are stickers, prints, and
matchboxes; around 500 are publications. “We want the
exhibition to be for students, culture workers, and anyone
who is interested in art,” Malik said.AIKO, who is a co-
founder of the artists’ collective FAILE, which came to be
known for wheatpasting and stencilling images around New
York City, said street graffiti offered her a language that was
“immediate, free, and alive”.

“A mural isn’t experienced in isolation, it is shaped by
the neighbourhood, the architecture, the people passing by,
and even the time of day. Viewers often discover the work
unexpectedly, which creates a more direct and spontane-
ous connection. You don’t need a ticket or an invitation to
experience it. For me, it’s about creating something that
captures attention while also encouraging people to pause,
reflect, and maybe see their surroundings a little differently,”
she told  over the phone from New York City.Khatra, the
artist who created the fire extinguisher artwork as part of a
2022-23 series on the emotional weight of safety in the post-
pandemic period, said he wanted to “turn a familiar emer-
gency object into something that invites attention and re-
flection, rather than disappearing into the background until
it is needed”.Khatra uses retroreflective vinyl which is used
in street signs and on trucks and taxis, along with spray
paint and paint markers, which are staples of street
art.‘Zines’ – short for magazine or fanzine; self-published
booklets that are usually made by hand or photocopied in

small numbers, with a focus on creative freedom rather than
profit – are an important part of the ‘Paper and Play’
exhibition.Debashish, an artist from Bangladesh, said the
nature of the exhibition allowed artists to choose those for
whom their art was intended. “These formats, posters, zines,
matchbox labels, packaging design…are not exclusively
designed for gallery walls or artistic establishments… When
I work with these forms, I’m making a decision about who
the work is for and how it should travel,” he said.

Co-curator Malik pointed out that posters, zines and
similar forms of visual communication were able to reach
people who may never enter a gallery in the normal course.
The language of visuals – brash and eye-catching – has
increasingly become part of protests, memes and political
culture online; it was a very prominent part, for example, of
last month’s GenZ and student protests at Jantar
Mantar.The political context of art stands out in the Paper
and Play exhibition. The names of the zines – ‘How To Write
(Not another hero) Journey’, ‘KNAP’, ‘Sports Sucks’ – the
text on exhibits such as matchboxes (‘Caution: May ignite
conversation’), and publications such as ‘Modernism/
Murderism’ and ‘Blaft’s Anthology of Gujarati Pulp Fiction’,
make a series of statements on caste discrimination, queer
identity, political resistance, and feminism.None of the works
carry description tags, and the name of the artist is taped
on the floor, so only those who seek them see them. “I think
it prods the viewer to question or think a little bit more about
the art in front of them,” Malik said. The point is to allow the
viewer to interpret the artwork without nudging them towards
a ‘right’ interpretation, they said.Sitting on the floor by a win-
dow, a student viewer said: “I don’t know where I can dis-
play these zines, but I am going to give them to my friends
to read. We can pass the matchbox around too, and sit on
that spray-painted chair. That chair would have been such
a hit at Jantar Mantar.”
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Fragmentation muddies the poll

picture in north-west Maharashtra

All three major leaders of the ruling Mahayuti coalition
— the Bharatiya Janata Party’s Devendra Fadnavis, the
Shiv Sena’s Eknath Shinde and the Nationalist Congress
Party’s Ajit Pawar — have prestige, fortune and power at
stake in the upcoming Assembly election in Maharashtra.
Yet, from the looks of the contest on the ground, this elec-
tion seems a make-or-break situation for Mr. Pawar more
than his colleagues in the coalition.Dindori is a Scheduled
Tribes reserved seat in Nashik district. The sitting MLA,
Narhari Zirwal, belongs to the NCP and also serves as the
Deputy Speaker in the current Assembly. A seasoned tribal
politician, his fealty to Mr. Ajit Pawar precedes the split within
the party — he was one of the NCP MLAs who accompa-
nied Mr. Ajit Pawar to the Raj Bhavan when Mr. Fadnavis
was sworn in as the Chief Minister in an early morning cer-
emony in November 2019. He now has the unenviable task
of retaining an Assembly seat in a constituency where the
NCP(Sharad Pawar) led by a large margin — more than
82,000 votes and by nearly 34 percentage points — in the
Lok Sabha election.

Mr. Zirwal’s co-existence within the Mahayuti has not
been comfortable recently — he was among a few tribal
legislators who jumped from the Mantralaya building from
the third floor onto safety nets, to protest against the
government’s inaction in hiring tribal students for State-level
jobs. But he is among a few NCP veterans who are bank-
ing on Mr. Ajit Pawar’s appeal as an administrator and the
idea that joining the Mahayuti has helped their constituents
in terms of welfare.Mr. Ajit Pawar, who is one of the two
Deputy Chief Ministers of Maharashtra, held a rally in Dindori
on Thursday. There seems to be a stark contrast between
the NCP and the NCP(SP) rallies in western Maharashtra.
The latter, especially the one on Wednesday in Manchar in
Ambegaon, was like a political festival attended by farm-
ers, farm-workers, supporters and a lot of onlookers perched
from buildings or other vantage points. Mr. Ajit Pawar’s ral-
lies on the other hand, seem like a professionally managed
event with supporters brought in on buses and turning out
decked in party colours and insignia, and arrangements
made for food and water.The younger Pawar’s Mahayuti
public meeting featured speeches by leaders who placed
emphasis more on the schemes launched by the govern-
ment with the crowd presenting a largely staid response,
unlike the atmosphere in the Manchar rally.Does this re-
flect the mood of the electorate? Mr. Zirwal may argue oth-
erwise pointing to a substantial accrual of support following
schemes such as the Ladki Bahin Yojana. Indeed, local
reporters said many women did receive five instalments of
cash transfers from the scheme but Sunita Charoskar —
the wife of former MLA Ramdas Charoskar — fielded by
the NCP(SP) will be banking on Sharad Pawar’s strong ap-
peal in the constituency.

As one travels northward from Dindori to Kalwan, an-
other reserved tribal seat, the terrain shifts from a mofussil
milieu to a more rural one. The lands seem more verdant
with a preponderance of cash crops being grown on fertile
black soil, such as flowers, corn among others. We see

more of the Western Ghats as we go further in this region
which is also host to a large tribal population, many of whom
are also engaged in agriculture.Kalwan is also witnessing a
direct contest between the two grand coalitions with the
Mahayuti fielding the NCP’s sitting MLA Nitin Pawar against
the MVA’s Jiva Pandu Gavit of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist). Mr. Nitin Pawar’s sister-in-law Bharati Pawar
lost the Lok Sabha election on the BJP ticket in Dindori but
was a prominent tribal face in the Narendra Modi Cabinet
between 2019 and 2024. Mr. Nitin Pawar’s father Arjun
Pawar held the constituency from 1990 to 2014 before los-
ing to Mr. Gavit. Mr. Nitin Pawar is banking on his family’s
appeal in the seat which has been built over many tenures.

Mr. Gavit was a prominent face of the farmers’ his-
toric ‘Long March’ from Dindori to Mumbai that took place
in March 2018. Thousands of farmers, including tribal ones,
had marched, many barefoot, to protest against the
government’s failure to address their demands and this
ended only when the government made assurances.Mr.
Gavit’s activist supporters say that some demands were
fulfilled, but the assurances were still not implemented and
this resulted in farmer anger against the Mahayuti govern-
ment, witnessed in the defeat of the NDA in Dindori and
Kalwan in the Lok Sabha election. They frame Mr. Gavit as
being a “peoples’ man”, forever taking on authorities to ad-
dress grievances of the farmers and tribals in the region.

An elderly Muslim, who goes by the appellation
“Maamu”, provides a series of anecdotes of how Mr. Gavit
led struggles. Tribals who were part of the Long March aver
that they continue to swear by Mr. Gavit and suggest that
the welfare schemes launched by the Mahayuti government
came too late in the day.Shantaram Baghul, a tribal farmer
with substantial land holdings and a relative of Mr. Nitin
Pawar, argues otherwise. He says that Mr. Nitin Pawar’s
family and their legacy of bringing in developmental work to
Kalwan will outweigh any concerns. He turns derisive when
asked about Mr. Gavit, calling him an agitator and some-
one who supports tribals who “occupy” forest land for
agriculture.Mr. Nitin Pawar also enjoys support from small
establishment owners but his task seems cut out as he
managed only a narrow win (by 6,600 votes and 2.4 per-
centage points) in 2019 and any accrual of support from
the erstwhile united NCP to Mr. Gavit — who has a strong
support base — could help the latter sail through.Nashik
contestUnlike Dindori and Kalwan, the urban seats in Nashik
feature the contest between various strands of political Hin-
duism — the Hindutva of the BJP and its closest ideologi-
cal ally, the Shiv Sena (led by Mr. Shinde), the moderate
Shiv Sena (UBT) that swears by an “inclusive” definition of
Hindutva, and the nativist-Hindutva espousing Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS).Once a bastion of the MNS in the
late 2000s and early 2010s, Nashik is no longer so for the
party. Yet, in the pitched electoral battle between the two
major coalitions, the MNS candidates in the fray in Nashik
East and West could act as spoilers.Prasad Sanap is barely
into his thirties and is a relatively new entrant to the MNS
after a long stint in the BJP’s Yuva Morcha. He seems con-
fident about his prospects in Nashik East despite a recent
setback. He faces an extortion case filed by his own
partyman and district secretary Yogesh Patil for allegedly
snatching cash from the latter’s residence; Mr. Sanap al-
leges that Mr. Patil had not submitted election expenditure
accounts to the Election Commission and that he had gone
to demand election expenses.He shrugs at the allegations
and says that he will secure a mandate for his civic agenda.
The NCP(SP) has fielded BJP dissident Ganesh Gite as a
candidate against the BJP’s sitting MLA Rahul Dhikle. Mr.
Sanap argues that the electorate will vote in favour of his
qualifications, youth and agenda but the task seems formi-
dable for a party in decline.

Universities are different
from religious institutions

The M.A.O. College, established by Sir Syed in 1877,
as also its outgrowth, the Aligarh Muslim University has
been the finest constructive manifestation of Muslim edu-
cational and cultural activity after 1857. The Supreme Court
of India in S. Azeez Basha (1967), without even giving the
university an opportunity of being heard, had declared it to
be an institution that was neither established nor adminis-
tered by Muslims. The seven-judge Bench judgment in the
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) case (2024) is in tune with
the series of liberal and progressive decisions on minority
rights by the top court in the last 75 years with the only
aberration being Azeez Basha (1967), now comprehen-
sively overruled. But to say that the judgment is a 4:3 one
may not be correct as on certain points one finds unanimity
on the Bench. Even though dissenting judges such as in
the 1967 judgment attached much importance to the statu-
tory provisions of the Aligarh Muslim University Act, they
were of the view that merely looking at the incorporating
statute is not the appropriate test to determine the minority
character of a university.

Dissent was not really dissentThe AMU judgment
2024 is unique where dissents were not really dissents in
the broad interpretation of Article 30 of the Constitution — in
terms of it extending protection to universities, pre-consti-
tutional-era institutions, and non-waiver of fundamental
rights. Interestingly, Justice Dipankar Datta himself admit-
ted that he was in a minority within minority as despite his
substantial agreement with ‘thoughts and conclusions’ with
the two dissenting judges, his views too differed with theirs.
Accordingly, on the issue of the validity of the 1981 refer-
ence to seven judges, the judgment is 4:3. But on the valid-
ity of the 2019 reference, the judgment is 6:1. Therefore,
the former Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud-
led bench had a valid reference to answer. One may not
have any quarrel with Justice Dutta’s appreciation of pre-
Independence-era judges including CJI K.N. Wanchoo, who
was an ICS officer, but the Constitution cannot remain a
living and transformative document if earlier judgments of a
positivist era are not overruled. The Supreme Court is not
bound by its earlier judgments. Its jurisprudence improved
when it overruled formalistic interpretations of ‘procedure
established by law’ of A.K. Gopalan (1950) in Maneka
Gandhi (1978). Similarly, K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) , saw
the eight-judge Bench judgment in M.P. Sharma (1954) being
overruled to declare the right to privacy as a fundamental
right. There is a long list of such overruled decisions.Even
on the indicia to determine minority character, there was
broad agreement among the seven judges, including Jus-
tice Datta, that broader criterion is to be preferred with a
flexible framework and a holistic approach. There is una-
nimity in the judgments that minorities must prove ‘intent to
administer’. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud observed that the
‘right to administer is the consequence of establishment.
To do otherwise, would amount to converting a conse-
quence to a pre-condition’. He was simply following the ra-
tio of Basha (1967); that if a minority has established an
institution, it would get the consequential right to
administer.Judicial discipline has been rightly given promi-
nence by the dissenting judges. But then, in deciding the
contours of administration, how can they go beyond the 11-
judge Bench judgment in T.M.A. Pai Foundation (2002) that
limited it to selection of students, fixation of fee, choosing of
governing bodies and right to discipline employees? The
nine-judge Bench in Xaviers (1974) explicitly observed that
‘under the guise of exclusive right of management, minori-
ties cannot decline to follow the general pattern. In Kerala
Education Bill (1958), the Court had held that the dominant
word in Article 30 is ‘choice’. Xaviers (1974) reiterated this

choice, both in establishment as well as administration.
Focus on the incorporating ActDissenting judges at-

tached much importance to the incorporating Act. But then,
Justice M.H. Beg in Xaviers (1974) was categorical that “If
the object of an enactment is to compel a minority Institu-
tion, even indirectly, to give up the exercise of its funda-
mental rights, the provisions which have this effect will be
void or inoperative against the minority Institution”. Simi-
larly, the CJI was right that mere acknowledgment of the
founder’s name in itself in the statute cannot be the deter-
mining factor. In fact, if the ‘overriding governmental con-
trol’ test of dissenting judges is applied on their own ex-
amples of institutions, it would become clear that in com-
parison to AMU, they have much tighter governmental con-
trol, including the power to dissolve such minority universi-
ties. India’s courts have been permitting governmental regu-
lations to maintain efficiency and standards and not as a
yardstick to determine minority character. Greater govern-
mental control is basically allowed in the interests of non-
minorities who receive education in such minority institu-
tions and those who are affected by the administrative de-
cisions of minority management.Surprisingly, Justice Datta,
who alone held both the references as non est or invalid, in
an unprecedented manner, not only answered the reference
but also decided the matter himself by applying the indicia
given by the majority as well as minority judges leaving
nothing for the three judges’ Bench. This was also after
observing in paragraph 13 that “it is foregone conclusion
that history would be rewritten and declaration of Aligarh
Muslim University by this court as a minority educational
institution is only a matter of time”. If he himself was correct
in applying the indicia and reached a definite conclusion,
why was he so sure that a three-judge Bench would reach
a different finding? A reference Bench generally avoids pre-
judging the outcome of a matter by the regular Bench.The
dissenting judges also emphasised the test of minority
dominance to such an extent that a minority university can-
not get minority character just because being a university,
it accepted its governance structure being similar to that of
other universities. The test that the claim of minority char-
acter must rest on exclusive or near exclusive communal
character of the institution is not a good sign. Universities
are different from religious institutions and the expectation
of liberal institutions of secular education to indulge in
ghettoisation is contrary to the vision of Article 30.Where
there was erringJustice Dutta’s view that ?30 lakh was not
raised for establishing the AMU is factually incorrect. There
is a letter dated August 9, 1912 from Harcourt Butler, Mem-
ber of the Governor-General in the Council, making this a
condition precedent for the incorporation of the university.
Justice Datta has overlooked some crucial clauses of the
dissolution provision which retained the continuity with the
M.A.O. College. The AMU inherited all debts, liabilities, privi-
leges and rights of M.A.O. College. Since Justice Datta him-
self has accepted M.A.O. College as a minority institution,
in terms of Section 4, the AMU automatically inherited its
character.

Where the majority went wrong was on the question
of the minority surrendering its right to administer because
the apex court in Basheshar Nath (1959) had held that a
waiver of fundamental rights is constitutionally impermis-
sible. Dissenting judge Justice S.C. Sharma himself ruled
out the possibility of such surrender. In the context of Ar-
ticle 30, Justices Y.V. Chandrachud and K.K. Mathew were
of the opinion, in Xaviers (1974), that these rights cannot
either be ‘bartered or surrendered’.In no other case on Ar-
ticle 30 has the Supreme Court done this kind of minute
scrutiny as in the AMU cases — in 1968 and 2024. The
former CJI has rightly held that a minority institution too can
be an ‘institution of national importance’ because minorities
are an integral part of the nation and may establish great
institutions. Sir Anthony Patrick MacDonnell, Lt. Governor
of the North West Province and Oudh in 1896, rightly pre-
dicted the future character of M.A.O. College when he said,
“It is not too much to hope that this College will grow into the
Mahomedan University of the future; that this place will be-
come the Cardova of the East, and that in these clusters
Mahomedan genius will discover, and under the protection
of the British Crown, work out that social, religious and po-
litical regeneration, of which neither Stamboul, nor Meca,
afford a prospect.” The AMU has lived up to this expecta-
tion.

India needs a globally
recognised public policy school

Why is it that the world’s largest democracy has yet to
produce a world-class public policy institution? The United
States and Europe boast of institutions such as the John F.
Kennedy School of Government (Harvard Kennedy School)
and the London School of Economics which train leaders
who shape not only national but global governance. Yet,
India, with its complex democratic structure and urgent de-
velopmental challenges, sends its finest to be trained abroad.
This is not for lack of policy schools — India has many —
but it has to do with the structure of India’s political and in-
stitutional landscape.The executive has the reins

Public policy institutions thrive only when they influ-
ence power and decision-making. However, in India, there
are limited access points for public policy commentators,
academics, and civil society groups to influence policy. This
is because much of the decision-making power is vested
in the executive and operationalised primarily through the
political elite, government officials and bureaucrats rather
than through a deliberative legislative process. The over-
sight role of the legislature over the executive too is limited,
leading to a fundamentally different policy ecosystem than
in other major democracies.In the U.S., Congress’ power
to craft legislation independently of the executive creates
space for a thriving policy ecosystem based on analysis,
debate, and expertise, with each public representative pro-
viding a possible entry point into the deliberative process.
This decentralised process sustains a vibrant ecosystem
of policy schools, think tanks, and advocacy groups, that
can secure funding and find paying clients because their
analysis and expertise can meaningfully influence
lawmaking.But in India, the centralisation of power within
the executive — and of party leadership within political par-
ties — diminishes the influence of these groups unless they
have access to top leadership and are aligned with their
political priorities. The weak formalisation of the Indian state
further creates a disconnect between politics and policy,
relegating policy discourse to a downstream role rather than
making it constituent of the larger political platform. Conse-
quently policy professionals lack the top-tier influence of
other countries.The power factor and where the wind
blowsFurther, influence on decision-making is closely tied
to who is in power. The executive’s ability to realign the
public sphere when power changes hands is more extreme
in India than in more institutionalised democracies. This

creates fragility in public life, where those central to deci-
sion-making can find themselves sidelined when regimes
change. In more institutionalised democracies, think tanks,
media and civil society groups can maintain relative influ-
ence regardless of who is in power, which helps stabilise
the policy ecosystem.These factors are unique to India
among other large democracies and demand a different
approach to policy education. To create a top-tier public
policy school in India, we must design an institution suited
to our political reality — where power is informal,
personalised, and heavily dependent on executive control.
Such an institution must serve dual purposes: first, equip-
ping students with both traditional policy expertise and an
understanding of India’s unique power dynamics; and sec-
ond, facilitating a more stable policy ecosystem.Unlike
western policy schools that focus on formal institutions and
assume straightforward paths to influence, an Indian insti-
tution must teach students to navigate a complex web of
informal networks, regional power structures, and social
dynamics. The curriculum must go beyond traditional policy
education to map how power actually works — through re-
lationships, caste hierarchies, regional elites, and grassroots
movements. Students need to learn not just policy theory
but also how to be effective in a system where power is
opaque and unevenly distributed, where idealism must meet
pragmatism and the ability to adapt to local conditions to
create real change.Most importantly, to truly train develop-
ment leaders who want to do good for their country, the
school must select for, and cultivate, empathy for the people
of our country. Too often, empathy for the lived reality of
people’s lives is overlooked and leads to top-down diktats
that can wreak havoc in people’s lives.

Assam by-polls outcome a test
for three political bigwigs

The results of the by-elections to five assembly seats
in Assam, held on Wednesday, will be a test for three politi-
cal leaders active in the northeastern state. The Congress’
Gaurav Gogoi and Rakibul Hussain and Asom Gana
Parishad’s (AGP) Phani Bhushan Choudhury were not
among the 34 candidates who fought in the polls but when
the counting’s over on November 23, the outcomes will likely
impact their political future.

The five by-elections took place for the Behali,
Samaguri, Bongaigaon, Sidli and Dholai seats, which be-
came vacant earlier this year after the MLAs from those
seats won in the Lok Sabha polls. Of the five seats, BJP
put up candidates in three (Dholai, Samaguri and Behali)
while its ruling partners United Peoples Party Liberal (UPPL)
and AGP AGP contested from Sidli and Bongaigaon
respectively.In the 2021 assembly polls, the Dholai and
Behali seats were won by the BJP while AGP and UPPL
won the Bongaigaon and Sidli seats. The Samaguri seat
was won by Congress. With the next assembly poll less
than one and a half years away, the by-elections are being
seen by many as a semi-final.

Gaurav GogoiThe son of three-time chief minister
Tarun Gogoi, the 42-year-old successfully managed to out-
run the strong and relentless campaign by the ruling BJP
during the Lok Sabha polls and wrested the Jorhat seat from
the saffron party. This was Gogoi’s first electoral victory
since his father’s death during the Covid pandemic. The
Congress making him the deputy leader of the party in Lok
Sabha for the second consecutive term following his win
has added to his stature both in the party and in his home
state.For the by-election, Congress had cobbled up an alli-
ance of 16 opposition parties, which were expected to have
a say in the candidate selection process. But despite the
opposition platform opting for a candidate from CPI (ML) in
the Behali seat, Gogoi threw his weight behind Jayanta Bora,
a BJP turncoat. The Congress high command went with
Gogoi’s choice, which led to a collapse of the opposition
alliance and put Gogoi in the crosshairs of former allies.Bora
getting the ticket led to some heartburn within the Congress
as well. But Gogoi actively campaigned for him with the
hope of wresting the seat from the BJP. If Bora manages to
win by defeating BJP’s Diganta Ghatowar, it will boost
Gogoi’s stature further, making him a serious contender for
the chief minister’s post in 2026. But if his chosen candi-
date loses, differences within the Congress in the state could
resurface and the chasm between the party and other op-
position parties grow wider.Rakibul HussainThe son of
former Congress minister, Nurul Hussain, the 60-year-old
has won from the Samaguri seat five consecutive times
since 2001. The constituency is seen as his impregnable
fortress. But despite his unwillingness, the Congress high
command asked him to contest the Dhubri Lok Sabha seat
this year instead of Nagaon, which he had
preferred.Overcoming his initial reservations, Hussain
trounced sitting Dhubri MP and All India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF) chief Badruddin Ajmal by a record margin of

over a million votes. Five months following that triumph,
Hussain faced another electoral battle, this time in his home
turf of Samaguri where his son Tanzil was given the Con-
gress ticket for the by-election.Hussain’s move from
Samaguri to Dhubri, located around 370 km away, hasn’t
gone well with some sections of voters who feel he has
deserted them. The Congress's decision to give the ticket
to Hussain’s son also riled some voters. With the AIUDF
deciding not to field any candidate from the seat where mi-
nority voters play a decisive role in the outcome, the ruling
BJP, which fielded Diplu Ranjan Sarma, is hoping to win
the seat for the first time targeting Hussain for neglecting
Samaguri for over two decades and nepotism.The keenly
contested seat witnessed incidents of pre-poll violence be-
tween both Congress and BJP supporters; journalists cov-
ering the campaign were also targeted. A win for Tanzil would
mean the continuation of Hussain and his family’s hold over
the seat, but a loss would hurt his political career and en-
sure further inroads by the BJP into traditional Congress
vote banks.Phani Bhushan ChoudhuryNo other politician
in Assam has had such a long and successful electoral
innings as AGP’s Phani Bhushan Choudhury. The 72-year-
old has won from the Bongaigaon assembly seat eight times
since 1985. But despite his unwillingness to contest, the
AGP leadership fielded him as its candidate from the Barpeta
Lok Sabha seat this year. Choudhury continued his win-
ning streak in the new seat as well but his home constitu-
ency became vacant for the first time in four decades.While
AGP’s local leaders in Bongaigaon wanted a change of face,
the party leadership chose Choudhury’s wife, Deeptimoyee,
a political greenhorn, as their candidate for the by-election.
This led to differences within AGP and 36 party leaders and
workers from the district unit including president Bijay
Singha and general secretary Shailen Sarkar resigning from
the party. Sarkar contested the by-election as an indepen-
dent candidate, accusing Choudhury of failing to develop
Bongaigaon in the past four decades.Choudhury, who is
very popular among voters in Bongaigaon due to his easy
approachability and affable nature, told local TV channels
that he will not participate in electoral politics in future. His
popularity could help his wife secure a win this time. With
assembly polls due in 2026, observers say Deeptimoyee
could be a temporary arrangement until son Shantanu is
handed the AGP ticket in the next election. But if
Choudhury’s wife loses,
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Much-needed impetus to making
Auroville a ‘city of the future’

Named after Sri Aurobindo and based on his vision for
the future, Auroville was created as a planned city for the
evolution of humanity. Towards this, the Mother, Sri
Aurobindo’s spiritual collaborator, invited the architect, Roger
Anger, in 1965, gave him a brief and worked with him for
the next three years until she approved the final plan known
as the Galaxy, in 1968. But, before that, in 1966, the archi-
tect and his team made a presentation on Auroville and its
city plan at UNESCO, Paris, at Mother’s request. This re-
veals Auroville as a city with a spiritual centre placed on a
lake and surrounded by gardens.Their brief speaks of a city
powered by solar energy, optimising pedestrian flow instead
of polluting cars, rainwater harvesting, the use of natural air
conditioning, and streets with shade to ease walkability: a
forerunner of sustainable planning now being emulated
across the world, which a faction of residents remains ig-
norant of, despite all information being available in the pub-
lic domain of Auroville.

The City Plan, intrinsic sustainabilityFor the experiment
to succeed, the Mother limited the population to 50,000 resi-
dents with a corresponding urban plan, where all aspects
for an evolving humanity would find place. Created for hu-
manity as a whole, as stated in the opening line of the Char-
ter, this experiment was nevertheless aimed at those ready
to make a commitment, as the Charter also states: But to
live in Auroville, one must be a willing servitor of the Divine
Consciousness.On February 28, 1968, the Galaxy Plan was
displayed at the entrance of the Amphitheatre and the Char-
ter read out. All men of goodwill were invited to this extraor-
dinary experiment and city, provided they had a thirst for
progress and aspired to a higher and truer life.

By 1969, the Mother hired Roger Anger to prepare the
first master plan study. Here the most important element
after the Matrimandir, the Crown, was presented in detail.
Yet, it has had to wait through years of impasse after the
Mother’s passing, court cases and, finally, the Auroville
Foundation Act, enacted in 1988. With this, the process of
formulating an official master plan was undertaken by resi-
dents at the request of the Governing Board, as stipulated
in the Act, and received all approvals by 2001. It is under-
stood that obstruction or abuse against the Charter or the
City plan is wholly against the spirit of Auroville.However,
all attempts to simply mark the Crown on the ground, let
alone build it, met with constant obstruction by a resident
faction. It took over 20 years, many letters from residents
to the Governing Board to break the impasse, and 25 court
cases against the Auroville Foundation and working groups
(including a case filed at the National Green Tribunal claim-
ing Auroville to be a “deemed forest”) to finally allow the
Crown to happen.To be noted, the NGT itself struck down
the grounds that Auroville was a “deemed forest”, yet pro-
ceeded to not only admit the case but also issue a verdict,
which the Supreme Court of India has now stayed
absolutely.This caused another two-year delay in the mani-
festation of Auroville, which appears, more and more, the
aim of the faction: to obstruct the manifestation of the city;
to stall and stall again until people lose interest and the ob-
structing residents win back their green exclusive fiefdoms
and to keep the 3,000 acres of Auroville land gated and
guarded for the enjoyment of a handful.Active solutions

Contrary to false propaganda about the removal of
green cover, of attempting to implement an outdated plan,
of a narrow and rigid interpretation of the visionary and
“yantric” Galaxy Plan, the solutions which Auroville offered
already between 1965 and 1972, still remain the active so-
lutions for the problems that plague the world.Auroville is
not yet another city in the making; it is, in its very concep-

tion and planning, the ‘City the Earth Needs’. It is a vision-
driven city and far exceeds the means and knowledge at
hand in 1965, when planning started.For example, Auroville
was envisioned as a pedestrian city with slow moving e-
vehicles only — a concept which was not yet born in a world
that was still dreaming of fossil fuel and fast-moving ma-
chines to speed up human life. Similarly, at a time when the
concept of carbon footprint and food miles had not yet sur-
faced in the consciousness of humanity, Auroville was con-
ceived as a city (five square kilometres) surrounded by a
Green Belt, three times its size (15 sq. km) to provide food
for its inhabitants and employment for the bioregion.Out of
1,212 acres of city area, 164 acres are green parks in the
city, 3,637 acres are lands making up the Green Belt com-
prising farms and plantations; the Galaxy footprint only oc-
cupies 448 acres of land. That means 764 acres are unbuilt
area out of which at least 164 acres (park area) are unpaved
and actually green — which makes for an unparalleled 38%
of actual green area within the city alone.The Auroville plan
accounts for 212 square metre a person against the 10 sq.m
to 12 sq.m. of open space a person recommended by the
Urban and Regional Development Plans, Formulation and
Implementation Guidelines (URDPFI), 2014.It may be noted
that all the roads of the Auroville Master Plan together take
up merely 1.64% of the total land earmarked for Auroville.

Certainly, trees were planted from the beginning which
has done much good to the soil quality, to the water table,
and to the microclimate of Auroville. But while the tree plan-
tation was always only meant to be a temporary measure to
rejuvenate the soil or grow timber, until the city could be
built, much of it came to be done with a vengeance, with an
aim to distort the plan, and block any development.This and
many other endeavours, with no approvals, became the
means of appropriation and trees — most were the imported
invasive, water-sucker Acacia auriculiformis — the weap-
ons to claim territory in the name of forests or
ecology.Instead of priorisiting land for the city area, enor-
mous amounts collected as donations in the name of
Auroville, went into consolidating a few acres every year,
mostly in the Green Belt. In the face of this apathy land prices
began to skyrocket and more developers moved in.

The new impetus for the projectOver 10 years ago, the
previous Chairman of the Governing Board had made ar-
rangements so that Auroville could exchange land outside
the Master Plan and start securing the city area. In fact, the
proposal then, as now, was met with strong opposition and
nothing was done.In 2021 the Secretary, Jayanti Ravi was
appointed. Her hope of coming to administer a visionary town
with an evolved society was confronted with public abuse,
denial of all requests to collaborate and media vilification
campaigns targeting her personally and the Auroville Foun-
dation, and any Aurovilian standing in their way. Court cases
followed, and the Crown that had waited for decades was
again blocked and the Master Plan declared unsustainable,
un-ecological, and something to discard.Fortunately for
Auroville, this time, both the Secretary and the Governing
Board decided to stand their ground for the envisioned project
of Auroville at this critical time.To strike a balance between
the land consolidation needs of Auroville on the one hand
and the value perceptions of outlying lands on the other, the
Auroville Foundation formed a team of professionals to ar-
rive at the best possible deal while, at the same time, main-
taining a good pace so that land consolidation for the city
area can be completed at the earliest.It may be noted that
the value of the lands needed for Auroville cannot be deter-
mined only on the basis of prevailing guideline values as
fixed by the State government keeping in view that the
Auroville Foundation only needs the lands lying within the
Auroville Master Plan. The value of a road-facing land may
be high for a commercial developer while for Auroville and
the Foundation, the land inside the city area of Auroville is
close to being invaluable.The steps followed in land consoli-
dation by the Auroville Foundation involve the Land Board,
the Special Officer appointed for land matters, a government-
approved evaluator as well as the Land Committee of the
Governing Board and the Ministry of Education.Auroville has
waited very long, but we are confident that the force that
prevails over Auroville and drives its progress, despite many
obstacles, is actually the strongest, shortest, most compre-
hensive and divine way forward for the future of the world
and humanity.

A case for the organic,
harmonious growth of Auroville

Auroville, based on the vision of India’s great poet, phi-
losopher, revolutionary and yogi, Sri Aurobindo, was founded
in 1968. His spiritual companion, the Mother of Pondicherry,
clearly defined its charter: “Auroville belongs to nobody in
particular. Auroville belongs to humanity as a whole….
Auroville will be a site of material and spiritual researches
for a living embodiment of an actual human unity....”For a
decade or so, Auroville developed quietly and organically:
there was no guru, no CEOs, no private property (for in-
stance, my wife Namrita and I have no children and our
house, where I invested the returns from my articles and
books, will go back to Auroville on our death), no circulation
of money (Aurovillians get a maintenance credited to an
account, from which they can purchase food and pay their
electricity bill), and the community, originating today from
60 countries, periodically elected groups that looked after
finances, administration, forests, land purchasing, and units
and factories.More than that, the pioneers of Auroville, with
little money, no water and no compost, planted three million
trees, making out of a barren plateau, the greenest place in
the plains of Tamil Nadu. It also gave birth to a hydra-mon-
ster: land that was worth barely ?1,000 an acre in the 1970s
is now worth ?10 crore, and everybody is rushing in — pro-
moters, restaurants, cafés, guest houses and hotels that
have often no other interest than commercial gains.The be-
ginnings of conflict

For a long time, the Government of India did not inter-
fere in the affairs of Auroville. But in the early 1980s, there
was a conflict between the Sri Aurobindo Society, a Trust
the Mother had created to buy the lands of Auroville and the
Aurovillians, mostly westerners at that time.The Society,
contrary to what the Charter of Auroville says, felt they were
the ‘owners’ of Auroville and started to impose their views
and ideas. This led to a conflict, the police being finally called
and 16 Aurovillians (mostly French) were imprisoned in the
Tindivanam jail in Tamil Nadu. The Government of India
had to intervene: its then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, as
well as Mani Shankar Aiyar and Arun Singh were particu-
larly helpful and in 1988, an Act of Parliament was passed.
Called the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988, it gave certain
powers to the central government but left the management
of Auroville to the Residents Assembly, constituted by ev-
ery adult in Auroville and which is the very foundation stone
of the city.For the 50th anniversary of Auroville, in February
2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited it and seemed
happy with what he saw.Many secretaries, generally re-
tired government officials of high ranking, came and went,
making sure that the laws of India were respected, but none
of them ever interfered in the internal affairs of Auroville.

The impact of the ‘Galaxy’ planThen in 2021, Gujarat-
cadre Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, Jayanti
S. Ravi, who was serving as Principal Secretary in the

How the Supreme Court cleared the decks for
AMU to claim its minority status: Explained

GNS News Agency, August 8
The story so far: In a narrow 4-3 majority verdict, the

Supreme Court on November 8, 2024, overturned its 1967
ruling in S. Azeez Basha v. Union of India, which had previ-
ously served as the basis for denying Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU) its minority institution status. The majority
verdict was penned by former Chief Justice of India (CJI)
D.Y. Chandrachud and endorsed by Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, JB Pardiwala, and Manoj Misra. Justices Surya
Kant, Dipankar Datta and S.C. Sharma dissented in sepa-
rate opinions.

What constitutes a ‘minority institution’?
Article 30(1) of the Constitution guarantees religious

and linguistic minorities the fundamental right to establish
and manage educational institutions of their choice. Article
30(2) further mandates that the state must ensure “equality
of treatment” in granting aid to all educational institutions,
regardless of their minority status. Notably, such institutions
enjoy greater autonomy than most others. Under Article
15(5), they are exempt from providing reservations for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and may reserve
up to 50% of seats for students from their own community.
In the landmark T.M.A. Pai Foundation (2002) case, the
Supreme Court clarified that a ‘minority’ status should be
determined based on the demographic composition of the
concerned State, rather than the national population.

What is the background of the case?
In 1875, Muslim reformer and educationist Sir Syed

Ahmed Khan established the Muhammadan Anglo-Orien-
tal (MAO) College in Aligarh to offer modern British educa-
tion rooted in Islamic values to Muslims. In 1920, the Aligarh
Muslim University Act (AMU Act) was passed, incorporat-
ing MAO College and the Muslim University Association
into AMU. Under Section 23 of the Act, only Muslims were
permitted to be members of the university’s governing body,
known as the Court. In 1951, this mandate for Muslim-only
representation on the Court was abolished. A subsequent
amendment in 1965 redistributed the Court’s powers among
other administrative bodies, with provisions allowing the
President of India to nominate members to it.However, in
1967, the Supreme Court, in Azeez Basha, upheld the
amendments to the Act, reasoning that AMU was neither
established nor administered by the Muslim minority since
it had been established through central legislation. This de-
cision sparked widespread protests, ultimately leading to
an amendment of the AMU Act in 1981, which officially
recognised the university’s minority status.In 2005, the uni-
versity introduced a policy reserving 50% of seats in its post-
graduate medical courses for Muslim students. This was
subsequently challenged before the Allahabad High Court
which struck it down on the ground that the university did
not qualify as a minority institution as per the Azeez Basha
ruling. In 2006, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court
stayed the reservation policy and referred the case to a
larger Bench. In 2019, a three-judge Bench headed by
former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred the Azeez Basha deci-
sion for reconsideration by a seven-judge Bench. The mat-
ter stayed in limbo till October last year when Justice
Chandrachud constituted a seven-judge bench to hear it.

What did the majority rule?
Justice Chandrachud, in an expansive interpretation

of Article 30, affirmed that educational institutions estab-
lished prior to the adoption of the Constitution are equally
entitled to the protections granted under Article 30(1). He
clarified that statutory enactments conferring legal recogni-
tion or status upon such institutions do not compromise their
minority character, provided their foundational purpose was
“predominantly” aimed at benefiting the minority
community.The majority verdict further emphasised that an
institution does not forfeit its minority character simply be-
cause its administration is no longer vested with the com-
munity. The judges reasoned that founders or the minority
community might appoint individuals from outside the com-
munity to helm the administrative affairs, particularly if the
institution seeks to focus on secular education. “This may
be the case for professional colleges which offer specialised
courses such as law, medicine, or architecture, where the
founders may not possess the knowledge, experience, or
insight necessary to manage or administer the institution
personally,” they added.Accordingly, the majority over-
turned the longstanding Azeez Basha ruling, asserting that
treating legal formalities for recognition or degree conferral
as grounds to nullify an institution’s minority status would
constitute a breach of fundamental rights. However, Jus-
tice Chandrachud clarified that the onus rests on the con-
cerned religious or linguistic minorities to demonstrate that
the educational institution was primarily established for the
benefit of their community to qualify for protection under
Article 30(1). He pointed out that such an assessment of
the “brain” behind an institution’s creation could be conducted
through a comprehensive review of documents, correspon-
dence and historical records.Dismissing the Centre’s con-
tentions, the judges further declared that recognising an in-
stitution as one of national importance does not inherently
diminish its minority character, as the national and minority
attributes are “not at odds with each other nor mutually ex-
clusive.” They also refused to assign any weight to either
the provision of religious instruction or the prominence of
religious buildings, such as the St. Stephen’s College church
or AMU mosque, in determining an institution’s minority sta-
tus.

What do the dissenting opinions state?
Justice Kant primarily differed from the majority on pro-

cedural grounds, arguing that the two-judge Bench in
Anjuman-e-Rahmaniya v. District Inspector of Schools
(1981), which had initially questioned the precedent set by
a five-judge Bench in Azeez Basha, overstepped its juris-
diction by referring the matter directly to a seven-judge
Bench. He reasoned that this undermined the Chief Justice’s
authority as the “master of the roster.”While concurring with
Justice Kant on procedural impropriety, Justice Datta ques-
tioned the legitimacy of AMU’s minority status, asserting
that conferring such recognition after nearly a century would
amount to “historical revisionism.” Notably, he critiqued the
lack of constructive discussions among the judges on the
Bench, revealing that the draft opinions from Justice
Chandrachud—later forming the majority judgment—were
received late and underwent frequent revisions. In a likely
reference to the majority ruling, Justice Datta remarked that
judges should refrain from disregarding long-standing pre-
cedents in favour of judicial activism.Justice Sharma too
concluded that initial support from a minority community
does not automatically grant an institution minority status,
particularly if the actual control vests with the government.

What happens next?
A regular bench, assigned by CJI Sanjiv Khanna, will

now reevaluate AMU’s minority character based on criteria
set by the majority without being constrained by Azeez
Basha. Meanwhile, the stay on the university’s 2005 reser-
vation policy will persist until a final determination is made.
This reassessment is likely to have far-reaching implica-
tions for AMU’s autonomy, its authority to reserve seats for

Gujarat Health and Family and Welfare Department, was
appointed as Secretary of the Auroville Foundation. Every-
body seemed happy: Ms. Ravi had worked closely with Mr.
Modi, she knew the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo and charmed
every body at first glance.

However, Ms. Ravi was convinced that it was her sa-
cred duty to implement to the letter and with an iron hand the
“Galaxy’ plan of French architect Roger Anger. This plan
has some beauty, but was conceived in the mid-1960s when
there was no environmental consciousness, no water short-
age, no ecofriendly buildings. The Anger plan meant build-
ing huge apartment complexes, which would require mil-
lions of tonnes of concrete, with the harmful effect to mon-
soon flow and water conservation that is known today; also
massive roads, cutting through Auroville; and a huge lake,
when the water tables of Auroville have already shrunk by
half.Apart from cutting the forests of Auroville for roads —
that lead nowhere (as all the lands have not been bought) —
anybody who opposed these, especially foreigners, was
denied visas or ejected out of India.The Land Board was a
committee created by the Residents Assembly of the
Auroville Foundation Act — responsible for the purchase,
exchange and maintenance of the lands of Auroville — it
was working exclusively with funds collected from donors
in India or abroad.

Land exchanges and salesFor the last two years, how-
ever, there have been several land exchanges and sales
done without reporting and without approval from the work-
ing groups concerned on behalf of the Residents
Assembly.Auroville has approached, multiple times, the
Tamil Nadu Governor, R.N. Ravi, who is also Chairman of
the Auroville Foundation, for help in stemming the land sales
and exchanges (as recently as three weeks ago, with this
writer present in the meeting), but Mr. Ravi has chosen not
to listen to our pleas, even though it has been calculated
that at least six of these unofficial land exchanges incurred
a loss of around ?250 crore to Auroville.Auroville needs all
its lands, as we plant trees, and trees are life in an India
which is rapidly getting deforested by promoters and sharks.
Also, Auroville must have a saying in its running. For in-
stance, there is not a single Aurovillian in the Governing
Board, which has only outsiders, with no grassroots knowl-
edge of Auroville. At least two senior Aurovillians should be
present in that group. Finally, the government must grant
some autonomy to Auroville.Auroville is a unique experiment,
one of the last Utopias of this world; a wonder in showing
how a barren land can be redeemed in 40 years. Therefore,
in the spirit of ‘Vasudeva Kutumbakam, the World is One
Family’, the government of Narendra Modi should not stifle
its freedom and kill the dream.François Gautier is a journal-
ist, writer, and the author of many books on India

On improving wind energy
generation | Explained

The story so far: Tamil Nadu, which is a pioneer in
wind mill installations, has wind turbines that are over 30
years old. The Tamil Nadu government released the “Tamil
Nadu Repowering, Refurbishment and Life Extension Policy
for Wind Power Projects - 2024” in August this year. How-
ever, wind energy generators have opposed the policy, ap-
proached the Madras High Court and got a stay. They have
demanded a policy that will “promote wind energy genera-
tion”.

What is the wind energy capacity and potential in In-
dia?

The National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) says
that India has wind power potential for 1,163.86 GW at 150
metres above ground level, and is ranked fourth in the world
for installed wind energy capacity.At 120 metres above
ground level, which is the normal height of wind turbines
now, the potential is 695.51 GW, including the 68.75 GW
from Tamil Nadu. Only about 6.5% of this wind potential is
used at the national level and nearly 15% in Tamil Nadu.
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
and Andhra Pradesh are the leading States for installed wind
energy capacity, collectively contributing 93.37% of the
country’s wind power capacity installation. Tamil Nadu has
seen the installation of wind turbines since the 1980s, and
today it has the second largest installed wind energy ca-
pacity with 10,603.5 MW, according to data available with
the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). Of
the 20,000 wind turbines in the State, nearly 10,000 are of
small capacities, that is less than one MW.

How are wind turbines maintained?
Wind turbines that are more than 15 years old or have

less than 2 MW capacity, can be completely replaced with
new turbines, which is known as repowering. They can also
be refurbished by increasing the height of the turbine, chang-
ing the blades, installing a higher capacity gear box, etc., to
improve the energy generated. These can be done for
standalone wind mills, or a group of wind mills owned by
multiple generators. When wind energy generators take up
safety measures in the old turbines and extend its life, its
called life extension.The MNRE first came out with a “Policy
for Repowering of the Wind Power Projects” in 2016 and
based on consultations with stakeholders, released the “Na-
tional Repowering & Life Extension Policy for Wind Power
Projects -2023”. The NIWE estimates the repowering po-
tential to be 25.4 GW if wind turbines of less than 2 MW

capacity are taken into consideration.
What does repowering and refurbishing entail?
Wind energy generators say that when turbines were

installed in the 1980s, potential wind sites were mapped and
the mandatory gap required between two wind mills were
determined based on the technology available then. All the
turbines were in the sub one MW category. Over the years,
the wind mill manufacturing sector has matured and tech-
nology has evolved. Habitations have come up between wind
sites, posing new challenges, and wind energy evacuation
and transmission infrastructure close to the wind sites needs
to be strengthened to match the generation.Sources in the
wind energy industry point out that a 2 MW wind turbine is
usually 120 metres high and requires 3.5 acres of land. It
can generate upto 65 lakh units of power. A 2.5 MW turbine,
which is available in the market now, is 140 metres high and
can generate 80 lakh units. It requires five acres. So, when
an existing wind turbine is to be repowered by replacing it
with a high capacity turbine, more land is required.Further,
at Aralvaimozhi in Tamil Nadu, a high potential wind site, the
48 MW installed capacity now is made up of mostly 250 KW
turbines and the potential at the site is for 100 MW. A project
to have three sub-stations of 230 KVA each at ?800 crore
was sanctioned six years ago and is yet to take off for mul-
tiple reasons. In Tamil Nadu, wind mills installed after 2018
do not have banking facility. When a turbine is repowered, it
will be treated as a new installation and the generator can-
not bank the energy generated. This impacts the financial
viability of the project, say the sources.

What is the way forward?
Among the wind energy generating States, the repow-

ering potential is the highest in Tamil Nadu with over 7,000
MW of installed capacity that can be replaced or refurbished.
If the small turbines are repowered or refurbished, the con-
tribution of wind energy to total energy consumed during the
peak windy seasons can go up easily by 25%, says wind
energy consultant A.D. Thirumoorthy.While there have been
generators which have replaced turbines in the past without
government support, the policy itself does not promote wind
energy generation, claim the generators. It should look at
challenges on the field and consider how the wind energy
potential can be harnessed fully by the generators. “No in-
dustry or energy generator will want to invest in a project
that is not financially viable.
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‘Indian industry exploring different paths to
conform with EU carbon tax norms’: Secy of

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

Even as the US has announced its decision to with-
draw from the India-France-led International Solar Alliance
(ISA), SANTOSH KUMAR SARANGI, Secretary, Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), said the alliance’s
future is bright irrespective of who is part of it. In an inter-
view with The Indian Express, Sarangi said India and other
like-minded countries will continue efforts to expand foot-
print in countries where solar deployment remains limited.
Edited excerpts:

The upcoming data center boom is expected to
increa-se the power demand. How much of this additional
requirement would be met by renewable energy (RE)
sources?Most of them want RE sources. But probably they
will use a combination of conventional power and RE till
they get their full requirement from RE. To begin with, they
will use a combination. For data centers, there is no man-
datory requirement to use RE. They can run with conven-
tional power entirely. But from a cost-economic perspec-
tive as well as decarbonisation perspective, they want to
source more and more RE power. The Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) estimates that by 2030, about 12 GW will
be demanded by data centers. But that will actually depend
on how many data centers are coming and what is the kind
of power they are looking at. So, this is only a rough projec-
tion.

Amid the US withdrawal from the International Solar
Alliance, how does the government view its future?

The future of the ISA is bright because the Solar Alli-
ance targets countries that receive maximum sunshine. In
this zone, the entire Middle East and Africa fall within this
category. Therefore, India’s cooperation and engagement
with Middle Eastern countries and Africa continue to remain
strong. In terms of footprint, the ISA is also seeking to in-
crease its interventions in regions where solar power has
not been able to scale — largely in Africa. Therefore, irre-
spective of who is part of the ISA, India and other like-minded
countries will continue their efforts to expand their footprint
in countries where solar deployment remains limited.

China’s chokehold on rare earth elements is a global
concern. RE projects need them. Are there plans to resolve
these concerns?

If you are looking at some very core critical minerals
which are used in advanced technology, advanced manu-
facturing including permanent magnets, then, renewable en-
ergy is not exactly dependent on those kinds of elements.
Crystalline polysilicon is something that is available in other
parts of the world also. Maybe at a slightly higher cost, but
it is available. So, that way, that chokehold is not some-
thing that will impede the growth of manufacturing within
the country.

What is India’s roadmap as the West starts imposing
carbon tax?

Decarbonisation initiative, not only for the European
market, but for our own sake also, is required. You have
seen the Emission Trading System (ETS) regulation, which
has come up in the recent past, where they have added a
few more sectors into the ET mechanism within our coun-
try. So, the decarbonisation initiative is something which
most of the hard-to-abate sectors will have to initiate.

The pathway can vary from one industry to another.
For example, if they do it through an electric arc furnace,
the emission there is much lower and probably will come
within the EU norms. But if somebody is using a blast fur-
nace or a Direct Reduced Iron (DRI), then currently we are
doing a pilot with a few steel industries to see if green hy-
drogen could also be utilised in their processes so that it
decarbonizes.JSW, for example, is putting up a 7,200
tonnes per annum hydrogen manufacturing capacity be-
side their Vijayanagara steel plant. And the effort is to
decarbonise by directly using hydrogen in their processes.

So, that’s one pathway. Similarly, aluminum industries are
trying to source more and more RE power because they
are highly electricity intensive. So, if they source more and
more RE power, then in a way they are trying to decarbonise
their aluminum manufacturing. Whether it is cement, steel,
aluminum, they are adopting different paths of
decarbonisation.

Some are trying out carbon capture and storage
mechanisms. But through different mechanisms, if they are
able to fulfill the norm which is required by the EU, then I
don’t think export will be an issue.

Power-intensive industries require uninterrupted sup-
ply. RE intermittency is a key challenge in the transition to
green product-i-on. How does India plan to ensure reliable
clean power for such industries?

The RE sector is no longer restricted to limited hours
and is now capable of supplying round-the-clock (RTC)
power through a combination of solar, wind and battery en-
ergy storage systems. With battery prices declining sharply
over the last one to one-and-a-half years, RE-based RTC
power is increasingly becoming cheaper than coal-based
generation. If you look at the bids done by SECI, it discov-
ered a tariff of Rs 3.12 per unit for solar power bundled with
six hours of storage, while Indian Railways awarded a 1
GW RE-RTC tender at Rs 4.35 per unit, inclusive of battery
storage. Several SECI RE-RTC bids have since been dis-
covered in the Rs 5.06–5.30 range, compared to Rs 6.50–
7 per unit for new coal-based power plants.

In addition, pumped storage projects (PSPs) are gain-
ing traction, using surplus solar power during the day to
pump water to upper reservoirs and generate electricity
during peak evening hours. So, a combination of PSPs,
solar, wind and base should be able to address their con-
cerns. India’s battery storage capacity remains limited,
emerging as a key bottleneck in integrating large volumes
of renewable energy But recently, the Ministry of Power
has come up with a VGF scheme, where they have ten-
dered it out for 43 gigawatts. So, there is going to be a very
rapid deployment of battery energy storage in our
country.India achieved its target of sourcing 50% of cumu-
lative installed power capacity from non-fossil fuels in June
2025 — five years ahead of its global commitment — and
now has 266 GW of RE capacity. But thermal power still
accounts for over 70% of generation. How can India mean-
ingfully increase the share of renewables in actual power
generation?In several recorded months, RE has accounted
for over 30 per cent of total electricity generation. While
variable renewables such as solar and wind alone contrib-
ute around 14 per cent, their share rises to nearly 30 per
cent when hydro and other non-fossil sources are included.
On average, non-fossil fuel sources — covering solar, wind,
large hydro and around 8 GW of nuclear capacity — cur-
rently meet about 25-26 per cent of India’s power genera-
tion, with the remainder coming largely from coal-based
plants.

However, deeper integration of RE requires address-
ing its inherent variability and intermittency. This necessi-
tates a significant scale-up of battery energy storage sys-
tems (BESS), pumped storage projects (PSPs), and grid-
supporting technologies such as grid-forming inverters,
synchronous condensers andThe transition is already un-
derway, with the Ministry of Power floating tenders for 43
GWh of battery energy storage capacity. As storage de-
ployment expands and advanced grid technologies are
adopted at scale, the grid’s ability to absorb higher shares
of RE will improve. So, we are hopeful that by 2030, our
grid will also be ready to absorb more and more RE.There
has been discussion, including in a recent staff paper, on
making signed PPAs a precondition for granting transmis-
sion connectivity to renewable projects.

What is MNRE’s view on this proposal, and do you
see it benefiting the sector or creating challenges for project
developers?

There are pros and cons. If you have a prior PPA,
then that gives you certainty that off-take is there. And there-
fore, this transmission line will be done. But even if there is
no PPA, the people who are applying through bank guaran-
tee (BG) or land route, they are giving a bank guarantee.
And in case of their default, they will be penalised. And that
penalty is quite heavy. It’s about 10 lakhs per MW which
they are collecting as BG. So, I don’t think any non-serious
player will just take connectivity by giving this kind of BG
with the risk of foregoing and forfeiting that BG.

TikTok survives in the US, thanks to a new corporate
structure. Could India have taken the same road?

Arguably the most popular short video app, TikTok,
has new owners in the United States, after its Chinese par-
ent company Bytedance agreed to spin off a specific US
entity to run the platform. A new joint venture – called TikTok
USDS – has been formed, and under the new corporate
structure, non-Chinese investors will own about 80% of the
app in America, with Bytedance’s share falling down to less
than 20%.This marks the end of a topsy turvy ride for the
short video platform in the US where TikTok had found it-
self caught in the crosshairs of lawmakers over concerns
surrounding data security of over 200 million American us-
ers of the app, red flags that largely emanated from TikTok’s
Chinese ownership.

The US had in fact passed a Bill that could have led to
a shutdown of TikTok in the country in 2024, underscoring
the continuing tensions between Washington and Beijing
amid backchannel parleys to mend diplomatic ties at the
time. Months after US President Donald Trump assumed
office for his second term, in September 2025 he signed an
executive order titled ‘Saving TikTok While Protecting Na-
tional Security’ which delayed a potential ban and allowed
Bytedance to figure out a new corporate structure for TikTok
in the country.The development also raises a key question:
when India swiftly banned TikTok in 2020 amid strained ties
with China over border clashes at the time, could the coun-
try have explored a similar path?On Thursday, TikTok an-
nounced that the new American entity was established to
secure US user data, apps and the algorithm through com-
prehensive data privacy and cybersecurity measures. “It
will safeguard the US content ecosystem through robust
trust and safety policies and content moderation while en-
suring continuous accountability through transparency re-
porting and third-party certifications,” it said in a
statement.TikTok USDS Joint Venture has three manag-
ing investors, the software giant Oracle, investment firm
Silver Lake and MGX, an Emirate-investment fund, each
holding 15%. Other investors in the new venture include
Dell Family Office, the investment firm of Michael Dell,
Founder, Chairman and CEO of Dell Technologies;

Vastmere Strategic Investments, LLC, an affiliate of
Susquehanna International Group, LLP; Alpha Wave Part-
ners; Revolution; Merritt Way, LLC controlled and managed
by partners of Dragoneer; Via Nova, an affiliate of General
Atlantic; Virgo LI, Inc., investment arm of a foundation es-
tablished by Yuri and Julia Milner in support of science; and
NJJ Capital, the family office of Xavier Niel, a French entre-
preneur and pioneer in telecommunications. ByteDance
retains 19.9% of the Joint Venture.Oracle will provide the
cloud services that will host the new venture’s US user data.
The joint venture will operate a comprehensive data privacy
and cybersecurity programme that is audited and certified
by third party cybersecurity experts, to ally data security
concerns.

‘Ulte haath ka thappad apne bachche ne maar diya’:
When Kajol’s son Yug called her out for scolding Nysa;

why kids sometimes make the best teachers

Speaking on Kareena Kapoor’s show What Women
Want, Kajol recalled an incident during a Mata Ki Chowki
(Hindu Goddess prayer) at home. “I was firing Nysa for not
sitting with us. There was a Mata Ki Chowki at home, and I
was like, ‘Nysa, come and sit with us. We are sitting here,
why are you sitting at the table?’ She said, ‘Mumma, I really
don’t want to.’ I really got angry and I said, ‘Come here and
sit down!’” After Nysa reluctantly complied, Kajol’s younger
child stepped in with surprising maturity. “So, after she
came, sat and left, my son turned around, sat in my lap
quietly and told me, ‘You know, mom, you shouldn’t fire her
for telling the truth.’” Reflecting on the moment, Kajol admit-
ted, “I felt like, oh my God, that was such a… ulte haath ka
thappad apne bachche ne maar diya mujhe (My child gave
me a backhanded slap). It was amazing advice.”Parenting
is often seen as a one-way street — parents teaching, guid-
ing, and correcting their children. But sometimes, the chil-
dren hold up a mirror to the adults, offering quiet wisdom
when it’s least expected.

How can parents learn to recognise the difference
between defiance and honest self-expression in children?

Psychologist Rasshi Gurnani explains that one of the
most valuable lessons for parents is learning to differenti-
ate between defiance and genuine self-expression in chil-

dren—especially during emotionally charged moments.
“Children are often mislabelled as being difficult or disre-
spectful when they’re trying to communicate their needs or
discomforts,” she shares. For instance, a child choosing
not to sit with everyone during religious or family gatherings
could respond to overstimulation, exhaustion, or simply
needing personal space. Instead of assuming disobedience,
parents should pause and ask themselves what their child
might be feeling. Creating a habit of asking, not accusing,
builds a healthier emotional connection and helps decode
the real reason behind a behavior.

Steps parents can take to repair trust and validate a
child’s honesty after reacting harshlyGurnani emphasises
that parental regret can be an opportunity for growth rather
than shame. “When a parent reacts harshly, it’s crucial to
circle back and repair,” she says. “This means acknowl-
edging your mistake, apologizing sincerely, and affirming
the child’s right to express themselves.”

Validating a child’s honesty, even if it’s uncomfortable,
sends a powerful message: that their voice matters. Re-
building trust doesn’t require grand gestures—it often be-
gins with a simple conversation in which the parent listens
without defensiveness and shows emotional vulnerability.
This not only heals the moment but strengthens the long-
term bond.

Why is it important to create a home environment
where children feel safe to express their true feelings?

Creating a home environment where children feel
emotionally safe is essential for their mental well-being.
Gurnani believes that discipline and emotional openness
can and should coexist. “Boundaries are important, but they
shouldn’t come at the cost of a child’s emotional freedom,”
she says. Encouraging kids to share their thoughts without
fear of judgement fosters resilience, honesty, and empa-
thy. When children feel heard, they’re more likely to coop-
erate and less likely to rebel. Emotional safety doesn’t mean
there are no rules—it means those rules are enforced with
respect, understanding, and flexibility.

Kareena Kapoor reveals what her ‘signature’
Punjabi-style salad includes: ‘Thoda mooli hoga usme’

In a recent interview, actor Kareena Kapoor Khan ca-
sually revealed what her “signature salad” would look like,
and the details struck a chord because they mirror how
many Indian households actually eat. Describing it with
characteristic honesty, she told CNBC-TV18 YT, “Oh my
god, there would definitely be kakri (cucumber), gajar (car-
rot), because the whole family loves it. Throw in some fresh
lettuce.” The combination instantly feels familiar: crunchy,
raw vegetables that often appear on everyday plates rather
than curated diet plans.

She went on to add, “Mooli (radish), I’m a Punjabi. Toh
thoda mooli hoga usme. And then you know that thoda
nimbu (a little bit of lemon) and I like it a little chatpata (tangy).”
Summing it up in her own way, Kareena joked, “Like the
way I am, people would expect that also.” Raw vegetables,
citrus, and chatpata elements are common staples, but how
do they actually affect digestion, nutrient absorption, and
overall health when eaten regularly?

Digestive benefits and potential downsides of eating
raw salads frequentlyNutritionist Aditi Prabhu, founder at
NutroDynamix, tells indianexpress.com, “A salad made with
cucumber, carrots, lettuce, and radish is refreshing, crunchy,
hydrating, colourful, and rich in fibre and micronutrients. So

for people with a good digestive system, these raw salads
can be good for the gut, provide satiety, aid regular bowel
movements and could be a great way to easily add that
extra dose of fibre to your daily routine.”But the fact is, she
states, raw salads are not for everyone. “For people with a
sensitive gut or those with major gut health issues like
GERD, IBS, etc, raw salad can trigger gases, bloating, con-
stipation or discomfort; hence, they are best avoided.”In
such cases, steamed, sautéed or properly cooked salads/
soups could be better tolerated and therefore a better choice.

How do acidity and spice affect nutrient absorption,
gut health, and blood sugar response?

According to Prabhu, adding lemon and chatpata ele-
ments, such as spices and herbs, “not only makes it ap-
pealing but, if used in the right combination, can aid diges-
tion and absorption.” For example, adding lemon not only
adds tang but also provides some vitamin C and helps
soften the raw fibre, making it easier on the gut. Similarly,
the addition of spices like jeera, pudina, pepper, or herbs
enhances flavour, makes raw salads easier to digest, and
aids nutrient absorption.“When it comes to people with a
sensitive gut, along with the type and timing of the salad
consumed, one needs to be very careful about the addi-
tional elements added, particularly the type and quantities
of both acid and spice/herbs used, as they can easily lead
to gut discomfort. Whereas when it comes to blood sugar,
it’s not just the lemon and spices/ herbs in the salad that
matter. The addition of fat and some protein to the salad
helps manage blood sugar better,” asserts Prabhu.

Simple tweaks can make such combinations more
balanced and sustainable for long-term healthFor people
who culturally enjoy such salads, Prabhu informs that some
simple tweaks that can make them more balanced and sus-
tainable for long-term health without compromising taste
would include:

‘Have you ever experienced beard burn?’:
Doctor explains why a kiss can cause redness

and itching; a dermatologist verifies
A kiss is supposed to be intimate and comforting, but

for some people, it can end with unexpected redness, itch-
ing, and irritation on the face. This uncomfortable reaction,
often brushed off as ‘sensitive skin,’ has a name — and it’s
more common than many realise. Explaining the phenom-
enon, Dr Kunal Sood, a Maryland-based physician, shared
in an Instagram post that the condition is called ‘beard burn.’
Describing how suddenly it can strike, he said, “One mo-
ment you are sharing a kiss, the next, you have a burning,
itchy rash on your face.” Beard burn typically occurs when
coarse facial hair repeatedly rubs against the skin, leaving
it “red, dry and painfully irritated.”

beard burn may seem like a minor annoyance, it isn’t
always harmless. In some cases, the friction can cause
tiny breaks in the skin. According to Dr Sood, this increases
the risk of infections such as impetigo, a highly contagious
bacterial condition that spreads easily. The issue isn’t just
the hair itself, but also hygiene, skin barrier health, and how
often irritation is repeated.Offering solutions to the problem,
Dr Sood wrote in the caption: “Have you ever experienced
beard burn?” He went on to mention that moisturising, hy-
drating the beard, trimming, and keeping it clean can sig-
nificantly help prevent beard burn.

But what exactly happens to the skin during beard
burn?

Dr Swetha Sridhar, medical director, Dr Swetha’s Skin
Sutra Clinic, tells indianexpress.com, “Beard burn occurs
when coarse facial hair repeatedly rubs against delicate
areas of the skin, most commonly the cheeks, chin, neck
or around the lips. This friction disrupts the outermost skin
barrier, known as the stratum corneum, creating micro-
scopic abrasions. Once this protective layer is compro-
mised, the skin loses moisture more rapidly and becomes
vulnerable to irritation and inflammation.”

The intensity of the reaction varies from person to per-
son because skin sensitivity is influenced by several fac-
tors. “People with naturally sensitive skin, eczema-prone
skin, rosacea, or an already weakened skin barrier tend to
react more strongly. Beard texture also plays a role. Thicker,
curlier, or freshly trimmed stubble has sharper edges, caus-
ing more mechanical irritation. Environmental factors such
as dry weather, existing acne, or use of harsh skincare prod-
ucts can further amplify the inflammatory response,” states
Dr Sridhar.Managing beard-related skin irritation long-
termLong-term management starts with reducing friction
rather than masking irritation with multiple products. Dr
Sridhar suggests, “Keeping facial hair slightly longer and
well-conditioned helps soften the beard and reduce its abra-
sive effect. Regularly using a mild beard conditioner or oil
can significantly improve hair texture. Avoiding very close
trimming before intimate contact also helps, as freshly cut
stubble is usually the most irritating.”For the partner with
sensitive skin, she says, maintaining a strong skin barrier
is key. A simple routine using a gentle cleanser and a fra-
grance-free moisturiser with barrier-repair ingredients such
as ceramides is often sufficient.
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 Hockey India chief says officials
kept in dark till 11th hour

Hockey India president Dilip Tirkey has claimed that
the federation’s office-bearers were informed about the
change in colour of the national teams’ jersey just over two
hours before it was unveiled publicly, as he sought answers
on the process that led to the decision to switch from blue
to saffron.In an email to Hockey India executive director
RK Srivastava on Monday, Tirkey wrote: “On 27 July 2026
at approximately 8:47 AM, I received a WhatsApp mes-
sage from you on the coordination group containing a video
file and stating that the ‘Hockey India main jersey’ was be-
ing put on digital media at 11:00 AM.”He added: “While I
acknowledge that this communication was made, the Ex-
ecutive Board requires clarity on whether this constituted
merely an intimation of an already finalised decision or
whether the views of the President and office-bearers were
genuinely sought before the decision was implemented.”

The email was Tirkey’s second in four days seeking
explanations over what he described as an opaque deci-
sion-making process surrounding one of Indian hockey’s
most recognisable symbols. The controversy erupted after
Hockey India unveiled saffron jerseys for the men’s and
women’s teams ahead of next week’s World Cup, replac-
ing the traditional blue kit India has largely worn since mak-
ing its Olympic debut in 1928, barring a handful of isolated
instances.The move triggered criticism from former play-
ers and quickly became a political talking point. In an earlier
email to the executive board, Tirkey had said that even as
Hockey India president, he was not consulted before the
change was finalised.

In Monday’s email, Tirkey asserted that Hockey India
must remain an “apolitical sporting institution” and ques-
tioned whether the federation had adequately considered
the wider implications of the move. He sought to know
whether the potential impact on athlete preparation had been
assessed, whether the possibility of heightened media scru-
tiny and public debate was factored into the decision, and

whether the Odisha government, Hockey India’s principal
sponsor, had been consulted beforehand.Citing a report in
that said not all members of the men’s and women’s na-
tional teams had been consulted – contradicting Hockey
India’s initial assertion – Tirkey also sought clarification on
whether written feedback had been obtained from players
and whether any concerns had been raised before the
announcement.“At the outset, I wish to make it clear that
the issue under consideration is not merely the colour or
design of a playing jersey,” Tirkey wrote. “The matter con-
cerns the decision-making process adopted for a change
involving one of the most recognisable symbols of Indian
hockey, the authority under which such a decision was
taken, the consultations undertaken, compliance with
Hockey India’s governance framework, and whether ap-
propriate institutional processes were followed.”

What’s the rationale?
While acknowledging Srivastava’s explanation that the

colour change was intended to improve performance, Tirkey
argued that “the pursuit of marginal gains must itself be as-
sessed against the broader principles of high
performance.”“A decision intended to improve performance
must not inadvertently create uncertainty, distraction or dis-
ruption at a critical stage of preparation,” he wrote.

Tirkey also referred to captain Harmanpreet Singh
having to repeatedly answer questions about the contro-
versy in the lead-up to the World Cup, saying athletes should
not have to defend administrative decisions.He asked
Srivastava to clarify whether Hockey India had assessed
the impact of the controversy on the players’ focus, mental
preparation and tournament readiness before making the
announcement.“Athletes should not be placed in a position
where they are required to publicly justify, defend or explain
administrative decisions taken by Hockey India,” Tirkey
wrote.The Hockey India president also sought details of the
decision-making process, including the names and desig-
nations of those involved, when the proposal was first initi-
ated and subsequently approved, and which players,
coaches and support staff were consulted before the new
jerseys were unveiled.“It has also been reported publicly
(The Indian Express) that not all members of the playing
squads were aware of the proposed change before its
announcement.”In this regard, Tirkey sought clarification on
whether every member of the men’s and women’s national
teams had been informed before the public announcement,
whether written feedback had been obtained from players,
whether any concerns were raised over the timing, comfort
or suitability of the new kit, and, if so, how those concerns
were addressed.

Neeraj Chopra to compete in Lausanne DL
 after CWG silver; faces Pathirage, Nadeem

Double Olympic medallist Neeraj Chopra is set to par-
ticipate in the Lausanne Diamond League, popularly known
as Athletissima, on August 21.Neeraj will be competing in a
stacked field similar to Commonwealth Games 2026 along
with European stars.

The field has Olympic champion Arshad Nadeem of
Pakistan, reigning World Champion Keshorn Walcott of
Trinidad and Tobago, freshly crowned Commonwealth
Games champion and World leader Rumesh Pathirage of
Sri Lanka, and former World and Olympics champions
Anderson Peters of Grenada and Thomas Rohler of
Germany.Along with these athletes, Tokyo Olympics sil-
ver medallist Jakub Vadlejch,German Julian Weber and
World Championship Curtis Thompson, the world number

two this year, will be there.Five of these throwers, Neeraj,
Arshad, Pathirage, Peters, and Walcott competed in the
Commonwealth Games Javeliin final four days back with
Pathirage winning the title with a monster throw of
89.75m.The Sri Lankan has been in impeccable form with
world lead and top five throws of the season. He is also the
only thrower to cross the 90m mark this season with 92.67m
throw at the Rome Diamond League.Pathirage’s exploits
earned him praise from Neeraj. “He’s a good boy. He’s a
friend of mine. This year he really threw well. It’s good he’s
doing something great for Sri Lanka,” said Neeraj about
Pathirage.Neeraj, who won silver medal at the Common-
wealth Games, produced a season best throw of 85.83m
to finish at the second spot. This was the second major
competition for Neeraj after an injury layoff after the Tokyo
World Championships 2025 where he had finished eighth.“I
am very happy. I am always happy whenever the national
anthem is played. But it’s ok [to win silver] as I did my per-
sonal best and my comeback is getting better,” he said af-
ter the silver medal win.It was not a great outing for reigning
Olympic champion Arshad and World champion
WalcottArshad couldn’t record a throw beyond 80m and fin-
ished ninth with a best throw of 77.41m. Walcott finished
sixth with a best throw of 82.55m but that was his only 80m
plus throw and it came on his last effort.Lausanne Diamond
League will also act as the precursor to the Asian Games
where Pathirage, Arshad and Neeraj will clash again.

‘Do you think Djokovic cares?’: Zverev
says fines won’t stop player withdrawals

GNS News Agency, August 8World number two
Alexander Zverev said that monetary sanctions will not stop
top player withdrawals from ATP Masters events after
Novak Djokovic, Jannik Sinner and an injured Carlos
Alcaraz opted out of the Montreal Masters that began .The
frustrated Canadian organisers have called for financial and
other player sanctions over the series of late withdrawals
from the first of two major events prior to the August 31
start of the US Open.Zverev, who recently lost to Sinner in
the Wimbledon final, said fines would not affect the super-
stars of the sport.“It’s not rocket science,” Zverev said. “We
get bonuses at the end of the year if we play all nine Mas-
ters.

Top seed Alexander Zverev said that money won’t
solve the problem of big-name absentees as the ATP
Montreal Masters kicked off on Sunday without Jannik Sin-
ner, Novak Djokovic and injured Carlos Alcaraz.Amid their
frustration, Canadian officials have called for financial and
other player sanctions over the series of late withdrawals
from the first of two major events prior to the August 31
start of the US Open.But world number two Zverev said
throwing dollars at the problem will make zero difference to
any of the trio of elite multimillionaires.“It’s not rocket sci-
ence,” the Wimbledon runner-up said. “We get bonuses at
the end of the year if we play all nine Masters.“You think
Novak will care if he gets a bigger bonus? I think the guy
has — if I would have to guess, the guy is north of 400
million (dollars) in his bank account.“I’m not sure he would

care about 50,000 more or less.”The German star also re-
marked that the 24-time Major winner Djokovic isn’t con-
cerned about his world ranking at 39. “I don’t think he cares
about his ranking either. I honestly don’t think so,”.

Williams sisters headline
Cincinnati Open doubles wild cards

Cincinnati: Serena Williams and Venus Williams have
been awarded a doubles wild card for the Cincinnati Open,
which runs from August 13 to 23. This will mark their first
match together since the 2022 US Open. As a doubles team,
the Williams sisters have won 14 Major titles and three
Olympic gold medals.They last took the court for a doubles
match together at the 2022 US Open and will be playing the
Cincinnati Open for the first time as a team.

For Serena, Cincinnati will mark the latest stop in her
return to competition after nearly four years away from the
tour. The 23-time Grand Slam singles champion returned
to competition for the first time since the 2022 US Open at

Queen’s Club in June, teaming with Victoria Mboko in
doubles before making another doubles appearance in Ber-
lin alongside Karolina Muchova.She then returned to singles
at Wimbledon, where she pushed 20-year-old Maya Joint
to three sets before falling in the opening round. Venus has
also received a singles wild card along with Sloane Stephens,
Taylor Townsend, Darja Vidmanova, Elvina Kalieva,
Caroline Dolehide and Lois Boisson. Venus owns a 12-10
Cincinnati Open record, having reached the semifinals in
2012 and quarterfinals in 2019.The 46-year-old first played
on the WTA Tour in 1994, and has won 49 career singles
titles, including seven Majors and the 2000 Olympic gold
medal. She held the WTA No. 1 ranking for 11 weeks.
Stephens, a Cincinnati semifinalist in 2013, returns for the
first time since 2023.

The 33-year-old American has won eight titles, includ-
ing the 2017 US Open, and has been ranked as high as No.
3 in the world. Townsend, winner of the 2023 Cincinnati
doubles title, made her first WTA Tour final in Austin and
climbed back inside of the Top 100.The American will head-
line the doubles draw as the world’s No. 1 team alongside
Katerina Siniakova. Qualifying wild cards have been
awarded to 2019 US Open champion Bianca Andreescu,
Akasha Urhobo, Carol Young Suh Lee, Jeline Vandromme
and Robin Montgomery, a 21-year-old American who
claimed her first WTA title in June.

Will wipe off few players, benefit few others:
Gopichand on badminton’s new scoring system
New Delhi: Pullela Gopichand still remembers the dis-

ruption caused by badminton’s scoring overhaul during his
playing career and as the sport gears up to embrace an-
other “tactical shift”, the India coach believes a few players
will be “wiped off”.The 15×3 system (three games of 15
points each) will replace the current 21×3 format (three
games of 21 points each) next year. The BWF said the
shorter format would help in managing player workload in a
crowded calendar.Gopichand recalled how he had won the
All England title in 2001 under the traditional 15-point format
before badminton briefly switched to the 7×5 scoring sys-
tem.

The experiment was abandoned within a year, with
the sport reverting to the traditional 15-point scores for men
and 11-point scores for women at that time.“When I won
the All England, a few months later they moved from 15 to
7. It took me time because I was one of those players who
was a stroke player. I wanted time to get adjusted. It took
me a year to come back,” Gopichand said in response to a
PTI query during an interaction here ahead of the World
Championships.

“And then by the time I was kind of settling in, they
brought us back to the long form and it was a death blow.
Because you train, you detrain, and your endurance drops.
Then to go back and play 15 was impossible. These defi-
nitely make a big impact. A few players, it will wipe off, a
few players might benefit.” Drawing parallels with the 15×3
system approved by the Badminton World Federation
(BWF), Gopichand said the shorter format would place
greater premium on speed, power and mental strength, par-
ticularly during the closing stages of the games.“You scor-
ing points will be important, but you not giving away points
will be even more important. The speed and the power and
the focus need to be top notch. The mind will play much
more,” he said.According to the national coach, doubles
players are likely to feel the biggest impact as shorter games
will make every phase of the contest more critical.“The
serve, serve-return and the attack will be even more fierce
in the doubles game…people who can hold their nerves
and play the strokes will be important,” he said.

“In singles, already you can see a bunch of young-
sters playing that whether it’s people like Alwi Farhan (In-
donesia), Christo Popov (France). I think a lot of flat doubles
kind of a game is what’s being played. So I think that will be
a few more players might end up coming like that.“The cru-
cial points in the game will be the 11th and 12th points. How
you take pressure at 13-14 or 15-14 will become very im-
portant. There will be a lot of pressure points throughout the
match.” Gopichand felt the change could alter the charac-
ter of the sport, with the format favouring flatter, faster ex-
changes over the more elaborate, stroke-heavy rallies a
longer format allowed.“Players will try to be a lot safer and
not too much of skills. That’s one area which I think the
sport will miss out on because a longer format typically gives
you a little more freedom to open up your arms and play a

few more strokes. Here it’s going to be a lot more flat, par-
allel games,” he said.

Gopichand also felt the BWF could have achieved its
objective of reducing player workload differently.“If they were
planning to extend the tournament schedule to two weeks,
they could have stayed on with the 21-point system be-
cause it doesn’t make sense to shorten it and lengthen the
tournament both at the same time,” he said.“The purpose
was to give rest to the players, and that could have been
achieved by having the tournament over a 10-12-day pe-
riod instead of six days. But probably BWF has its own rea-
sons. It’s very subjective.” Gopichand believes veteran In-
dian players such as HS Prannoy and Kidambi Srikanth
might benefit from the new scoring system.“It will be better
for them. We’re not very sure how exactly because when
speed goes up these guys have to move quicker. So train-
ing to move quicker needs you to be a lot more agile, a lot
more faster and that could lead to injuries as well.“The nu-
ance is everything. The smaller detail is everything. If I had
a choice I would pick the 15 for an older player… For some
players it might be a little tough, but by and large Indian
players are okay.”

Who after Satwik-Chirag?
Gopichand has admitted India does not yet have a clear

answer to who fill the men’s doubles void once Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty move past their peak.Asked
how India plans to build a supply chain in men’s doubles
beyond its top pair, Gopichand did not offer a ready
roadmap.“It’s a very valid question. I think we need to get
the best players coming together, playing together, some
system like that needs to be there. We are very democratic
in that set-up“We used to have five academies, or four acad-
emies, five years back. Today there are 500 academies —
5,000 independent players and 5,000 independent minds.
When it comes to doubles, that compounds the problem,”
he said.He acknowledged that very few players, who con-
sider themselves strong in singles, are willing to experiment
in doubles.“Very rarely do we have a decent singles player
pick doubles if he is good at it. Not very often do you see
that switch…it could be good talent for singles but excep-
tional talent for doubles.”

Jasprit Bumrah injury raises questions over
 BCCI Centre of Excellence’s sports science team

New Delhi: A glaring communication disconnect be-
tween the Centre of Excellence’s (CoE) sports science and
medical team and the senior national men’s selection com-
mittee has come into sharp focus once again, with Jasprit
Bumrah’s absence from the Test series against Sri Lanka
emerging as the latest example.It has been learnt that na-
tional selection committee was initially made to believe that
Bumrah will be available for the Sri Lanka series, starting
August 15, before it was realised that his injury is more se-
rious than what was expected.

There was a virtual meeting between the top officials
of CoE, including VVS Laxman, and head of selection com-
mittee Ajit Agarkar on Monday to discuss the injury man-
agement issue of centrally contracted players.While inju-
ries are a part and parcel of sport, the performance of the
sports science team at the state-of-the-art Centre of Excel-
lence with all modern amenities available, hasn’t been some-
thing to write home about.

The BCCI has been without an official head of sports
science since Nitin Patel’s exit, and the department’s re-
cent functioning suggests it has done little to justify the
vacuum at the top.Hence the focus is on CoE’s interim sports
science head Dhananjay Kaushik, who is currently running
the show at the Bengaluru High Performance Centre.While
his credentials are beyond doubt, questions have emerged
over the rehabilitation timelines being set for players and
whether the prescribed ‘Return to Play’ protocols are being
adhered to consistently in every case.In case of Harshit
Rana, the question remains that how did the sports sci-
ence team declare him fit when he was distinctly over-weight
which once again led to recurrence of his hamstring
injury?There was a popular T20 specialist batter from one
of the southern states, who was reportedly “overweight”
when he arrived in England. But every India player before
tour report to CoE for mandatory tests. Why didn’t CoE re-
port that particular batter?

Washington Sundar’s fitness has also been pretty

dodgy and this is not the first time that he has had ham-
string issues and that is a worrying trend for a young spin-
ner. Did the sports science team take cognisance of
Washington’s repeated breakdowns?The question also
arises if Nitish Kumar Reddy got a green light from the CoE
and BCCI to independently train under freelance fast bowl-
ing coach Stefan Jones to increase his bowling speed from
late 120kmph to mid 130s?Did sudden burst of increased
speed affect Reddy’s hamstring.“The safest thing is to rule
a player out but is the current sports science staff at CoE
doing enough to get top players on park on time. Selectors
were assured Bumrah will be available for at least one
Test.“Now they have been conveyed that Sai Sudharsan is
batting in the nets for 75 minutes and is showing signs of
good recovery after suffering a foot injury. But what if se-
lectors are later told that Sai won’t be fit in time for the first
Test against Sri Lanka,” a BCCI official tracking develop-
ments at CoE told PTI on conditions of anonymity.

Will Kamlesh Jain’s performance be part of BCCI Re-
view ?

Another person whose role is being re-looked at is In-
dian team physio Kamlesh Jain. The former Bengal Ranji
team physio, who later worked at NCA and India A team,
has been with the team for close to five years and is known
to be very popular with the players.But with a spate of inju-
ries rocking the Indian team, it is understood that his role in
the Team India set-up is also being looked at.A review
meeting is on cards since the England debacle and it won’t
be surprising if Kamlesh Jain’s role is also discussed and
deliberated upon by men who matter.It is understood that
head coach Gautam Gambhir and chairman of selectors
Agarkar are waiting for the BCCI review meeting which will
also involve CoE’s Head of Cricket VVS Laxman and sec-
retary Devajit Saikia (as convenor).Now that Gambhir will
be in Sri Lanka for next three weeks, it is not known whether
the supposed Review Meeting will take place physically or
virtually.

India’s airport passenger han-
dling capacity crosses 580 mil-

lion annually: Government
New Delhi: India’s airport infrastructure has received

a significant boost, with the country’s total annual passen-
ger handling capacity surpassing 580 million passengers,
the government informed Parliament .Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol, in a written reply to the Rajya
Sabha, said the increase in capacity is the result of con-
tinuous expansion and modernisation initiatives undertaken
by the Airports Authority of India (AAI) and private airport
operators.These projects are being implemented based on
factors such as traffic growth, operational requirements, air-
line demand, financial viability and techno-economic
considerations.According to the minister, airports across
the country now have the capacity to handle more than 580
million passengers annually, compared with actual passen-
ger traffic of around 420 million during the 2025-26 financial
year.The expanded capacity is aimed at accommodating
future growth in domestic and international air travel while
reducing congestion at major airports.India currently has
166 operational airports. To further strengthen aviation in-
frastructure, the government has granted in-principle ap-
proval for 25 greenfield airport projects.Of these, 14 airports
have already become operational, reflecting the Centre’s
efforts to improve regional connectivity and support rising
travel demand.In a separate response to the Upper House,
Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu said 11 sched-
uled and scheduled commuter airlines are currently oper-
ating in the country.
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Tannaz Irani married at 20, became Mrs India
runner-up; illness left her wheelchair-bound

Some people are born positive, while others spend a
lifetime learning how to find good in the bad. For actor Tannaz
Irani, optimism seems to have come naturally. Throughout
her career, she has often played cheerful, happy-go-lucky
characters—the friend or family member who brings warmth
and perspective to the lives of the lead characters. Off
screen, too, Tannaz appears to have consciously em-
braced that role. Always brimming with energy and positiv-
ity, Tannaz, however, hit rock bottom around the COVID-
19 pandemic. She reached a point where she no longer
wanted to live the life she had and struggled to recognise
herself. The actor says she became increasingly negative
and jealous, with dark thoughts beginning to take over her
mind.

Tannaz married at 20, became a mother at 21Tannaz
has always been someone who follows her heart. She of-
ten made decisions without worrying too much about the
consequences, and many of those choices worked in her
favour. One of the most significant decisions of her life came
when she got married at the age of 20, even before begin-
ning her career.“I got married to a Muslim: Farid Currim.
He was 18 years older than me. My parents knew that I
would do only what I wanted. He is a very sorted man and
a theatre actor. I got married and had my first child, who is
my best friend now,” she told Hautterfly.However, by the
time she turned 28, Tannaz realised that while she may
have found the right man, they had met at the wrong time.

‘I was with the right man at wrong time’“I ended that
marriage after eight years. The age difference started to
reflect because when you are 20, you are growing rapidly.
He was a great man, but I was looking for something else.
I wanted to go out and party, while he was very mature
because he had been there and done that. I was too imma-
ture to understand,” she said.Speaking to Siddharth Kannan
about her first marriage, Tannaz said that she had led a
sheltered life and was drawn to her husband’s talent as a
theatre artist.“I was very innocent. I had a very sheltered
life. He used to work in theatre, and it used to be a huge
thing back then. I just fell in love with the way he used to
sing and act. I got married and became pregnant. I had to
drop out of college because my baby bump wouldn’t fit un-
der the table,” she recalled. “He was a wonderful man with
a wonderful family. We just met at the wrong time. It was
my decision to move on. He must have been hurt then, but
today, we are all great friends,” she added.

However, the divorce affected her relationship with her
daughter, who continued to live with her father. “My daugh-
ter stayed with him, and I couldn’t spend a lot of time with
her. There were many changes in our relationship. She must
have been very hurt,” Tannaz said.Speaking to Hautterfly,
she added, “After a divorce, you do feel sad, scared and
doubtful, and you second-guess yourself. My relationship
with my daughter hit a block. She had her own turmoil. The
problem with me is that I forget my problems at a surface
level, but my daughter isn’t like that. It was difficult for her.
She was young.”

Her first marriage gave her a career push, and finan-
cial disciplineDespite the challenges in her personal life, her
first marriage introduced Tannaz to full-fledged theatre pro-
ductions—a dream she had nurtured since the age of eight.
Her work on stage eventually opened doors to television
and films. Her former husband, Farid Currim, also helped
the young actor understand the importance of managing
her finances. Around the same time, Tannaz became the
first runner-up at Mrs India 2002.“I married Farid Currim at
20. I started doing plays after that. Vivek Vaswani saw me
there and cast me in Zabaan Sambhalke. After that, I re-
ceived multiple offers. Then, I attended a wedding where I
met Rakesh Roshan. He asked me why I wasn’t doing films.
I said, ‘Because nobody offered me.’ From there, I got Kaho
Naa… Pyaar Hai. That was my entry into films,” she told
Siddharth Kannan.

She added, “I was in the eighth grade when I started

doing theatre. My first pay cheque was Rs 100. My ex-
husband helped me a lot in sorting out my finances. He
built a beautiful portfolio. After I got divorced, I learned it too.
I have invested my money.”When Tannaz broke
normsTannaz has always believed that where there is a
will, there is a way. At a time when the entertainment indus-
try remained largely silent about the marital status of its
actors, she entered the industry at the age of 21 as a mother,
breaking several conventions.When Tannaz found love for
a second timeA few years after her divorce, Tannaz met
her now-husband, Bhaktiyar Irani, on the reality show Fame
Gurukul. Recalling their first meeting, she said, “We met on
a reality show. He teased me, and I found him to be the
worst human being on the face of the earth. He played a
prank on me. I never wanted to talk to him. He made me
cry. I thought he was rude and mean.” “Eventually, he
apologised to me, but I was still very guarded. Once, he fell
sick, and while I was helping him, he fell in love with me. I
am much older than him,” she added.Their relationship was
not easy, especially because of their seven years age dif-
ference and Tannaz’s status as a divorcee.

In another interview with Siddharth Kannan, Tannaz
revealed that both families initially opposed their relation-
ship. “There was resistance from both sides because
Bhaktiyar was not well-settled. We lived together and de-
cided that we would wait until both our families agreed to
the wedding. That same year, my father passed away. My
daughter was not in favour of the relationship either. But our
dynamics changed after Zeus was born,” she said.

The couple eventually tied the knot in 2007 and went
on to welcome a son, Zeus, and a daughter, Zara. Tannaz
later spoke openly about undergoing amniocentesis during
her pregnancies.Embracing motherhood in 30s and 40s

“Zeus was born when I was in my late 30s, while Zara
was born when I was in my late 40s. So, I had to undergo
amniocentesis. It is a test to determine whether the child
has any biological issues because of the mother’s age. The
test was negative,” she said.For years, life seemed to be
going well for Tannaz, who had always found positivity even
in difficult circumstances. However, her health began to
deteriorate around the COVID-19 pandemic, pushing her
into a phase where she believed her life and career were
over.“I fell sick in the early 2020s. There was pain around
my hips. I thought it was a simple twist or perhaps because
I had gained weight. However, that negligence only made it
worse. There came a point when I couldn’t even stand. It
felt like my life was over. My 25-year career was finished. I
started limping,” she told Siddharth Kannan.She added, “I
was pushed into such a phase that I couldn’t recognise
myself. My self-confidence and identity were shaken. The
worst part was that no doctor could understand what had
happened to me. I underwent multiple tests and took so
many steroids that I gained more weight. I was only getting
worse with every doctor’s appointment.”“From a size me-
dium, I became an extra-large. That pushed me into de-
pression. I didn’t want to live my life. I took several injec-
tions and painkillers. Obviously, I ran out of work and started
rejecting offers. I was in pain 24/7 for two long years.”The
situation became so difficult that Tannaz began planning
what she believed could be one final holiday with her fam-
ily. “I went to a doctor and told him to give me one painkiller
injection. It was a very expensive one. That doctor told me
that the pain would not go away without surgery, and he
was right. I took the injection and went to London in a wheel-
chair. I had become very negative and jealous,” she said.

At a time when she believed there was no way back
to her cheerful and optimistic self, Tannaz discovered neuro-
linguistic programming, or NLP.“It was around this time that
I came across neuro-linguistic programming. I took up a
class because I couldn’t do anything else. That alone
changed the way I thought and my perspective towards
life,” she said.The experience had such a profound impact
on her that Tannaz went on to complete the required train-
ing and certifications to become an NLP coach herself. She
believes the shift in her mindset also changed the trajec-
tory of her life.After being out of work for nearly two years,
Tannaz began receiving offers again. She credits her sur-
gery and her experience with NLP for helping her reclaim
the identity and confidence she felt she had lost.During her
difficult phase, her husband Bhaktiyar and close friends tried
their best to help her find happiness again.“When I wasn’t
working and was depressed, I would travel abroad with my
friends. Bhaktiyar sponsored all of it, saying, ‘Whatever
keeps you happy.’ I felt weird about depending on him fi-
nancially, but he never made me feel uncomfortable,” she
said.Bhaktiyar and Tannaz have also faced their share of
disagreements and marital challenges—especially after their
Bigg Boss stint, but nothing that they believed could break
their relationship.

Mrunal Thakur threatens legal
action over deepfake content

Mumbai: Actress Mrunal Thakur has issued a stern
warning against the misuse of her identity through deepfake
content.The actress, on Tuesday, stated that anyone cre-
ating or sharing such material using her ‘likeness’ could face
legal consequences.Taking to her social media account,
the actress shared a strongly worded note addressing the
growing issue of AI-generated fake content.The note read,
“Creating or sharing deepfake content using my likeness is
illegal and unacceptable. Consider this your formal notice
to stop immediately. Any further misuse of my identity will
result in legal action.”

The actress has, however, not specified which par-
ticular deepfake content or account prompted her latest
warning.Talking about the actress, she recently was in news
for her dance performance at a friend’s wedding, that took
the internet by storm.On the work front, Mrunal had began
her acting career with the television show, Kumkum Bhagya
before making a successful transition to films.She was seen
essaying the role of Bulbul, the younger sister of the lead,
Sriti Jha in the show.After making her switch to Bollywood,
she went on to receive good reviews for her performances
in her movies such as such as Love Sonia, Super 30, Batla
House, Sita Ramam, Hi Nanna,

The Family Star and Son of Sardaar 2 amongst
others.Mrunal was last seen in the movie, Hai Jawani Toh
Ishq Hona Hai which also starred Varun Dhawan, Pooja
Hegde.The movie marked the last directorial of ace film-
maker David Dhawan. He had announced the project to be
his last at the trailer launch of the movie.

Rakul Preet Singh on why she chose Surpanakha
in Ramayana: ‘So much more to her story’

Director Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana has dominated
online conversations ever since its four-minute trailer was
unveiled last week. While the visually ambitious first glimpse
has been met with some praise, it has also sparked sev-
eral debates, from questions around actor Ranbir Kapoor’s
casting as Lord Rama and discussions about the film’s
costume design to the surprise appearance of actors like
Vivek Oberoi.

‘Hope audiences discover her with an open
mind’Among the many talking points from the trailer is Rakul
Preet Singh, who appears as Surpanakha, the sister of

Ravana. Although her screen time in the trailer is brief, her
casting has generated considerable interest, with many
curious to see her interpretation of one of the epic’s most
layered and often misunderstood characters.

Recently, Rakul took to X to explain what drew her to
the role. Responding to a fan who praised her decision to
portray Surpanakha, the actor shared that it was the
character’s emotional complexity that convinced her to join
the film. She replied, “Thank you for this beautiful letter. What
made me say yes to Surpanakha was exactly what you
mentioned – her complexity. History often remembers her
for one moment, but there is so much more to her story. As
an actor, roles that challenge perception are the most ex-
citing. I hope audiences discover her with an open mind
when Ramayana arrives.”Surpanakha is one of the pivotal
figures in Valmiki’s Ramayana, whose actions set in mo-
tion the chain of events that ultimately culminated in the
war between Lord Ram and Ravana. The sister of the pow-
erful demon king Ravana, she played a crucial role in shap-
ing the epic’s central conflict.

Following the death of her husband, Surpanakha spent
much of her time wandering the forests of South India. Dur-
ing one such visit to Panchavati, she encountered Lord Ram
and was immediately captivated by him. Using her powers
of maya, she transformed herself into a beautiful woman
and proposed to him. However, Ram, devoted to Sita, re-
jected her advances. She then approached Lakshmana,
who also refused her.Humiliated and enraged, Surpanakha
attempted to attack Sita. In response, Lakshmana severed
her nose and ears, an incident that became a defining turn-
ing point in the epic. Seeking revenge, Surpanakha first
turned to her brother Khara, who sent his warriors to con-
front Ram, only to be defeated. She then approached
Ravana and urged him to abduct Sita. Ignoring the counsel
of his younger brother Vibhishana, Ravana carried out the
abduction, setting the stage for the great battle of Lanka.

‘India maa hai, Pakistan mausi’: Batwara 1947
star Sunny Deol recalls Dharmendra’s words

Ahead of the release of his highly anticipated period
drama Batwara 1947, actor Sunny Deol interacted with the
media in Patna, Bihar, as part of the film’s promotions, dur-
ing which he shared his opinion on Pakistan as a
nation.When a reporter asked him for his views on the
neighbouring country, given that Batwara 1947, helmed by
Rajkumar Santoshi, is set against the backdrop of the In-
dia-Pakistan Partition, Sunny quoted his father, Bollywood
legend Dharmendra, and referred to Pakistan as Indians’
“mausi” (aunt). He also confirmed that the movie was shot
entirely in India and not in Pakistan.“Hum feel ki baatein
nahi karte because pura mulk ek hi tha. Jaise papa ne kaha
ki ye meri maa hai aur vo meri mausi hai — ye toh aap log
sab achi tarah se jante hain. Hum sab ek tarah se hain toh
jude hue kahin na kahin se (We don’t talk about sentiments
because the entire country was once one. As my father
used to say — and as you all know very well — this (India)

is my mother, and that (Pakistan) is my aunt. In a way, we
are all connected somewhere or other),” he said.

“Main us sab me zyada jana nahi chahta… hum ac-
tors hain, we are makers. Hum kahaaniyaan chunte hain
aur kahaaniyan banate hain. Usko phir hum yahan vahan,
usko politically nahi le ke jate hain aur na jana chahte hain.
Isilye main us sabki baat hi nahi karuga (I don’t want to
delve too deep into all that because we are actors; we are
makers. We choose stories, and we create stories. We don’t
take them in a political direction, nor do we wish to. That is
why I won’t speak about those matters at all),” Sunny Deol,
who also served as a BJP MP representing the Gurdaspur
constituency from 2019-2024, added.Sunny Deol took a
short break and paid a visit to the Takhat Sri Harimandir Ji
Patna Sahib in Bihar. Sunny Deol at Takhat Sri Harimandir
Ji Patna Sahib in Patna. (ANI photo)For those unfamiliar,
Batwara 1947 unfolds in Lahore, Pakistan, and the movie’s
logline states, “During India’s Partition, families face chaos
and heartbreak as their lives are shattered. Amid violence
and upheaval, they rely on courage, compassion, and re-
silience to survive in a world divided by fear.”

Sunny Deol offers prayers at Sri Harimandir
SahibWhile the promotions for the period drama were pro-
gressing at full swing, Sunny also took a short break and
paid a visit to the  Sri Harimandir Ji Sahib in Patna, Bihar.
He was accompanied by his son Karan Deol, who also plays
a key role in Batwara 1947, and they offered prayers at the
historic shrine, the revered birthplace of the tenth Sikh Guru,
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. They also received Kada Prasad
during their visit, news agency ANI reported.Besides Sunny
Deol and Karan Deol, Batwara 1947 also stars Shabana
Azmi, Preity Zinta, Ali Fazal, and Abhimanyu Singh in key
roles. Bankrolled by Aamir Khan and Aparna Purohit under
the banner of Aamir Khan Productions, the movie will hit
the screens on August 14.

Imran Khan confirms comeback with ‘age-
appropriate’ rom-com Adhure Hum Adhure Tum

For nearly a decade, social media has kept one ques-
tion alive for Imran Khan: ‘When are you returning to the
movies?’ Ever since the actor stepped away from the big
screen after Nikkhil Advani’s Katti Batti (2015), co-starring
Kangana Ranaut, fans have repeatedly urged him to make
a comeback. Earlier this year, he briefly appeared in a
tongue-in-cheek cameo in Vir Das’ Happy Patel: Khatarnak
Jasoos, but his return as a leading man remained uncer-
tain.

‘I have just finished shooting a new movie’Now, Imran
has finally broken his silence and confirmed that his come-
back film is ready. Speaking to The Hollywood Reporter
India, the actor revealed that he has wrapped shooting for a
mature romantic comedy titled Adhure Hum Adhure Tum,
which is currently in post-production and is set to release
on Netflix later this year. “I have just finished shooting a
new movie. It’s my first movie in 10 years and we’re in post-
production right now. It’s called Adhure Hum Adhure Tum.
It’s for Netflix and is scheduled to come out at the end of
this year. It’s a grown-up romantic comedy… age-appro-
priate to where I am now.”Describing the project as one
that was worth the long wait, Imran suggested that the film

reflects where he is in life today, both personally and pro-
fessionally. Instead of returning with a conventional com-
mercial entertainer, he has chosen a story that aligns with
his own growth over the past decade. “I’ve just worked with
a really great young actor, Gurfateh Pirzada,” he added.
“Adhure Hum Adhure Tum. It’s the one I simply had to make
after 10 years.”Earlier, Imran had revealed that the film is
directed by Danish Aslam, with whom he previously col-
laborated on Break Ke Baad. Speaking to Hindustan Times,
the actor explained why the project feels like a natural con-
tinuation of their earlier work.“The movie is just like what
the team of Break Ke Baad would be doing 15 years later in
life. It’s a natural progression. Danish and I now have col-
lective life experience. He’s been married, I’ve been through
a divorce. It’s just the film we should make 15 years later.
This is very much a personal project that came from the
creative urge of wanting to tell a story and working with
friends. The shoot is complete and it’s in post production.
We are looking at releasing it once the streaming platform
decides on the date.”

Nithiin’s next titled
‘Alias Rukmini’; makers

 unveil title glimpse
Hyderabad: The makers of director Murali Kanth

Devasoth’s upcoming Telugu entertainer, featuring Telugu
star Nithiin in the lead, on Monday announced the title of the
film as ‘Alias Radha’, much to the delight of fans and film
buffs.

The film, which is being presented by well known
Telugu actor Nani, is being produced by Deepthi Ganta. To
announce the title of the film, the makers released a title
glimpse video on Monday.

The actress has, however, not specified which
particular deepfake content or account prompted her
latest warning.Talking about the actress


