
Telangana Group-III question papers end up as
plates at bakery

Hyderabad: The Group-III examination question papers that tested the knowledge and ability of candi-
dates to crack a government job have now ended up as paper plates at a bakery in Rajanna Siricilla district.

Some individuals who visited the bakery found that paper plates being used to serve snacks were made
from the question papers belonging to the Group-III exam, which was conducted for recruitment to 1,363
vacancies in 2024. The hiring process concluded in 2025.Book Walking Tours

Printing Errors found on smart ration cards in Medak,
distribution suspended

Medak: Officials have suspended the distribution of smart ration cards at least at two places in Medak district
after finding mistakes on the printed cards this week. There were 480 ration cards under the 13th dealer shop at
Variguntham village in Kulcharam mandal.

While the gram panchayat officer was distributing the cards, the beneficiaries found a mistake in the village
column. The village was printed as Kulcharam instead of Variguntham. After identifying the printing error, the
villagers alerted the officials, who suspended the distribution programme and collected the cards from the benefi-
ciaries.

160 dead in Nepal flashflood,
133 Indians missing

 New Delhi,  August 26
 At least 133 Indian nationals are among hundreds

of people reported missing after a sudden flashflood tore
through Nepal’s Rasuwa district along the Tibet border
on Wednesday, killing at least 160 persons across seven
districts and triggering a massive cross-border rescue
operation.

The figures remained fluid as communications were
disrupted across the remote Himalayan region and res-
cue teams struggled to reach some of the worst-hit areas.
Nepal’s Tourism Board said of nearly 500 missing per-
sons, 403 were tourists, including 341 foreign nationals
and 62 Nepalese. Indians constituted the largest group
among the missing foreign travellers, with the latest pre-
liminary count putting the number at 133. At least 37 NRIs
are also among those missing.

The death toll also rose sharply. Nepal’s Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Authority reported 72
deaths across seven districts, with bodies recovered in
Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Dhading, Chitwan, Gorkha, Tanahu
and Nawalparasi East.

According to Nepali media reports, the tragedy un-
folded after a sudden surge in the Bhote Koshi river, which
enters Nepal from Tibet, swept through Timure, Syabrubesi
and other settlements in Rasuwa. The torrent destroyed
homes, markets, bridges, roads and hydropower infra-
structure before rushing downstream into the Trishuli river
system.

The crisis has particularly affected pilgrims travel-
ling towards Tibet for the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra. The
Kathmandu Post reported that nearly 400 pilgrims, mostly
Indians, were preparing to cross into Tibet when the flood
struck the Rasuwagadhi area.

Adding to fears for Indian stranded on the other side
of the border, spiritual leader Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev
said a Kailash pilgrimage group associated with the Isha
Foundation was caught in a flashflood at Gyirong in Ti-
bet. He said 77 persons were at an immigration centre
when the flood occurred and that there was no official
information yet about their whereabouts.

Of the 21 groups associated with the pilgrimage,

Sadhguru said 495 people had returned safely, while
743 remained in Tibet, 148 were in Nepal, 77 were at the
immigration centre and three volunteers were in Timure.

The Indian Embassy in Beijing issued an advisory
for Indian nationals stranded in the affected areas of Ti-

bet, urging them to seek assistance from Chinese au-
thorities or contact the Indian missions in Beijing and
Kathmandu. The embassy said it was in close touch with
local authorities to assist affected Indians.

The rapidly escalating disaster prompted Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi to speak to his Nepali counterpart
Balendra Shah and assure him of India’s full support,
while New Delhi rushed 10 tonnes of humanitarian and
disaster-relief material, including medicines, temporary
shelters, blankets, hygiene kits and solar lamps, to Nepal.

Modi said he had spoken to Shah and conveyed his
condolences over the loss of life, assuring him that “the
people of India stand in solidarity” with Nepal. He said
India was ready to provide “all possible humanitarian
assistance” and that Indian teams were coordinating with
Nepal on rescue and relief efforts.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said India had
dispatched 10 tonnes of humanitarian assistance and
essential medicines. An MEA official said an Indian Air
Force C-130J aircraft was carrying the material, includ-
ing emergency shelters, blankets, hygiene kits, solar
lamps and medicines.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay also ex-
pressed concern after reports that Indians, including
Tamils, were missing. He directed Tamil Nadu House
officials in New Delhi to coordinate with the Ministry of
External Affairs and the Indian Embassy in Nepal to trace
missing persons and assist those stranded

The disaster has also triggered concern downstream
in India. Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary ordered
heightened monitoring and constituted a high-level team
after authorities warned of possible rises in river levels
downstream from Nepal. Six districts along the Gandak
have been placed on alert, with disaster-response teams
deployed and embankments being closely monitored.

The cross-border catastrophe has simultaneously
struck China’s Tibet Autonomous Region, where a
mudslide hit the Gyirong border area. Chinese authori-
ties launched rescue operations, with President Xi Jinping
ordering all-out efforts to locate missing people and
minimise casualties.

The cause of the Nepal flood was still being as-
sessed. As per reports, an earthquake-induced ice-and-
rock avalanche on the Lhende Khola river in the Tibet
region triggered the catastrophic surge, although Nepali
authorities were still examining the precise circum-
stances.

Allegations against sitting judge must be
dealt with ‘strictly through established

institutional mechanisms’, says CJI Surya Kant
 New Delhi,  August 26

Responding to Supreme Court judge Sandeep
Mehta's letters levelling allegations against Rajasthan
HC Acting Chief Justice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma, Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant on Wednesday said allega-
tions against a sitting judge must be dealt with "strictly
through established institutional mechanisms".

CJI Kant, who is on a four-day visit to Germany and
the UK, issued a statement that the allegations against
the Rajasthan High Court Acting Chief Justice cannot by
itself be treated as a finding against the judge and that he
must be given a fair opportunity to respond to the allega-
tions.

He said “the contents of the letters cannot be adjudi-
cated in the public domain and that the judge concerned
must be given a fair opportunity to place his response
before any conclusions are reached. The fact that allega-
tions have been made, therefore, cannot by itself be
treated as a finding against the judge.”

The CJI emphasised that the Supreme Court cannot
allow individual complaints concerning judges to be de-
termined through competing claims in the media.

The CJI said the matter was being examined at the
appropriate level and the process will take into account
the material placed by Justice Mehta as well as the re-
sponse of Justice Sharma.

“Any decision regarding the continuation, transfer
or other administrative action concerning the acting Chief

Justice would be taken by the competent institutional
authority after due consideration of the material,” the CJI
said in a statement.

Noting that he has already taken note of the con-
cerns raised in the letters written by Justice Sandeep
Mehta, Justice Kant said he and the other members of
the Collegium were already working on the appointment
of Chief Justices in the remaining High Courts.

Accusing Rajasthan High Court Acting Chief Jus-
tice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma of misusing his adminis-
trative powers and manipulating case listings to favour
“rich litigants”, Justice Sandeep Mehta of the Supreme
Court has urged Chief Justice of India Surya Kant to re-
place him “with immediate effect” with a Chief Justice
from another state.

Hyderabad celebrates Milad-un-Nabi with
religious meetings, blood donation camps

 Hyderabad: , August 26
Muslims across Hyderabad

are celebrating Milad-un-Nabi,
marking the birth anniversary of
Prophet Mohammed. The occa-
sion is observed on the 12th day
of Rabi-ul-Awwal, the third month
of the Islamic Hijri calendar.

To mark the occasion, reli-
gious meetings are being
organised at various places across
the city. A major public meeting is
being organised at the Numaish
Grounds in Nampally by the All In-
dia Tameer-e-Millat. Several emi-
nent personalities are expected to
attend the meeting. Similar reli-
gious meetings are being held at
different locations across the city.

Several organisations are also conducting blood
donation camps. The FOCUS organisation is holding a
camp at the Asafia Library in Afzalgunj, which will con-
tinue until 5 p.m. Blood donation camps are also being
held at the Charminar Bus Stand and Vijay Nagar Colony.

The major attraction of the celebrations will be the
Milad Peace Juloos, a mega procession scheduled to
begin from Charminar at 1 p.m. Thousands of people are
expected to participate in the procession, which will pass
through Charminar, Gulzar Houz, Pathergatti, Madina
Building, Nayapul, Darulshifa, Mandi Mir Alam and Alijah

Kotla before culminating at Moghalpura.
Several small processions from different parts of the

city are expected to join the main procession. Similar
local processions have also been planned at Golconda,
Borabanda, Erragadda, Sanathnagar, Hafeezpet,
Bowenpally and other areas.

The Hyderabad Police have made elaborate secu-
rity arrangements for the celebrations, deploying special
teams and surveillance personnel. Drone-based surveil-
lance, CCTV cameras and camera-mounted vehicles are
being used to monitor the procession routes and other
sensitive locations.

Suryapet: Five killed, 20 injured as bus
rams into container truck

Hyderabad: Six passengers were killed and several others in-
jured when a private travel bus from Hyderabad to Eluru rammed into
a lorry carrying metal poles on the Hyderabad–Vijayawada highway
in Suryapet district on Wednesday morning.Exploring Guided Local
City Tours

Police said the victims included five women. Five of the victims
were identified as Y Chinni, B Mary Jyothsna, Ch Nagendra Babu, S
Shakina and P Lakshmi.

According to police, the lorry was travelling from Suryapet to-
wards Vijayawada when its driver apparently hit the road divider while
attempting to overtake another bus. The vehicle came to a halt with a
portion of it on the median and the other part extending onto the road.

A few minutes later, the Hyderabad–Eluru bus, carrying 42 pas-
sengers, crashed into the rear of the stationary lorry at high speed. The
impact was severe, particularly on the right side of the bus, where

protruding metal rods from the lorry reportedly pierced into
the passenger compartment.

Several passengers were trapped inside the mangled
bus and cried for help. Some managed to escape through
the windows.

The Suryapet Police, emergency personnel and pass-
ersby rushed to the spot and launched rescue operations.
The injured were shifted to Kodad Government Hospital
and other places in Vijayawada and Suryapet for treat-
ment.

Police are examining whether the bus driver failed to
notice the lorry due to poor visibility, fatigue or other fac-
tors. A case has been registered and an investigation is
underway.
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Akshara School,
Manthani Celebrates

Vibrant Onam Festival
.“““Manhani Peddapalli District, August 26(Indian

Chronicle): Akshara School, Manthani, wore a festive look
as the campus came alive with colorful and grand cel-
ebrations of Onam, the traditional harvest festival of
Kerala.“The event witnessed enthusiastic participation

from the school man-
agement, staff, and stu-
dents, showcasing cul-
tural harmony and rich
traditions. Principal
Bindu Ashok, along
with the teaching and
non-teaching staff, led
the celebrations.“The
highlight of the event
was the creation of a
stunning Pookkalam
(floral carpet) at the
central court,
handcrafted by stu-
dents and teachers us-
ing a vibrant array of
fresh flowers. Students
wore traditional attire,
adding charm and au-
thentic festive spirit to
the occasion. Cultural
activities, including tra-
ditional folk songs and

performances, marked the festivities, highlighting the val-
ues of unity, equality, and prosperity associated with the
festival.“Addressing the gathering, Principal Bindu Ashok
emphasized the importance of celebrating diverse regional
festivals in educational institutions to foster cultural aware-
ness, mutual respect, and unity among students. She ex-
tended her warm Onam greetings to all students, parents,
and staff members, wishing peace and abundance for
everyone.“The celebrations concluded with the distribu-
tion of sweets, leaving behind joyous memories for the
entire school community.

Athram Sugunakka Directs
Congress Cadre on SIR Phase-2

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian
Chronicle" August.26.““Chintalamanepalli: A Congress
Mandal General Body meeting was held at the
Chintalamanepalli Mandal headquarters. Kumuram
Bheem Asifabad DCC President Athram Sugunakka and
MLC Dande Vittal attended the meeting and interacted
with party workers. The leaders discussed the Mandal
committee election process and received applications
from party leaders for various committee posts.Later,
Sugunakka reviewed the SIR Phase-2 process and stated
that a large number of voters in the district were included
in the anomalies list, with the possibility that eligible vot-
ers were also among them. She directed Congress lead-
ers and BLAs to remain vigilant and ensure that no eli-
gible voter loses their right to vote.She advised party
workers not to wait for notices and to submit Form-7 along
with the required eligibility documents to protect the vot-
ing rights of eligible citizens. She also instructed BLAs
and Congress leaders to continuously verify voter lists at
the booth level and conduct regular reviews of the SIR
process.As part of strengthening the party organization,

Sugunakka called upon the cadre to coordinate effec-
tively in conducting the Mandal committee elections and
strengthen the party from the village and booth
levels.Mandal President Dubbula Nannaya, former
United District ZP Chairman Sidam Ganapathi, Market
Committee Chairman Siddala Devaiah, former ZPTC
Dubbula Venkanna, Mandal Youth Congress President
Bandi Mahesh, sarpanches, former MPTCs, former
sarpanches, senior Congress leaders, BLAs and others
participated in the meeting.

Maneka Gandhi Invited to
Ahimsa Meditation

Mahasabhas
The Vegetarian Movement
founder Acharya Srinivas

““Hyderabad, August 26 (Indian Chronicle) : Former
Union Minister and founder of People for Animals(PFA)
Maneka Gandhi was invited to the Ahimsa Meditation
Mahasabhas, a five-day national-level event scheduled
to be held from October 1 to 5 at Nampally Exhibition
Grounds in Hyderabad, said Acharya Srinivas, founder

of The Vegetarian Movement, in a statement on Wednes-
day. Acharya Srinivas said he met Maneka Gandhi at her
residence in New Delhi and personally invited her to the
event. On the occasion, the brochure of the Ahimsa Medi-
tation Mahasabhas was also unveiled by Maneka Gandhi.
The Mahasabhas are being organised under the inspi-
ration of Brahmarshi Patriji to mark World Vegetarian Day
and International Day of Non-Violence. The main objec-
tive of the event is to create awareness among people
about ahimsa (non-violence), vegetarianism and medi-
tation, Acharya Srinivas said. He appealed to people to
attend the Mahasabhas in large numbers and make the
event a success. For further details, people can contact
8099088880 or 9553519693.

Major Dhyan Chand
Excellence Awards to be
Presented on August 29
““Hyderabad, August 26 (Indian Chronicle) : The

Major Dhyan Chand Excellence Awards-2026 will be
presented to professors and physical directors from
Telangana at a programme to be held on August 29 at
the Bashirbagh Press Club Auditorium on the occasion
of National Sports Day, Telangana Intellectuals Forum
State President Dr.Raj Narayana Mudiraj said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. The awardees selected for the
honour are Professor R.Sunil Kumar, Dr.Kariga Anitha,
Dr.R.Murali, Dr.B.R. Netha, Dr.Battu Venkanna,
Dr.P.Supriya, Dr.A.Siddhartha, Dr.C.Sandeep Reddy,
Major D.Jayasudha and Major K.A.Shivaprasad. Jus-
tice Chandrakumar, Telangana Higher Education Vice-
Chairman Professor Etikala Purushotham, Osmania
University Director of Physical Education Professor
K.Deepla and educationist Sadula Madhusudan will at-
tend the programme and address the gathering, Dr.Raj
Narayana Mudiraj said.

UPPAL MLA BANDARI LAKSHMA REDDY Participates in
Milad-un-Nabi Celebrations at KCR Nagar in Ramanthapur

““Ramanthapur, August 26 (Indian Chronicle): On
the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi, the holy festival com-
memorating the birth anniversary of Prophet Hazrat

Muhammad, Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy ex-
tended his heartfelt greetings to the Muslim
community.“The MLA participated in the Milad-un-Nabi
celebrations held at KCR Nagar in Ramanthapur and
joined the Muslim community in the festivities.“Speaking
on the occasion, Bandari Lakshma Reddy said that the
teachings of Prophet Hazrat Muhammad, which empha-
sized brotherhood, peace, tolerance, love and compas-
sion, are an inspiration to everyone. He stated that the
Prophet’s teachings serve as a guiding force in promot-
ing peace, unity and mutual respect in society.The MLA
wished that Milad-un-Nabi would bring peace, happi-
ness, prosperity and brotherhood into the lives of
people.“BRS party leaders, activists and others partici-
pated in the programme.

CM Revanth Reddy Attends the 10th-Day Ceremony
of Kasu Krishna Reddy’s Mother

““HYDERABAD, AUGUST 26 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): The
10th-day ceremony of Sheshamma, mother of former minister
Kasu Krishna Reddy, was held at JRC Convention in Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad. Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy at-
tended the ceremony and paid floral tributes to Sheshamma by
offering flowers at her portrait.“Uppal Constituency Congress
Party In-charge Mandumula Parameshwar Reddy, TPCC Vice
President Kotam Reddy Vinay Reddy, MP Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy, MLA Jaiveer Reddy, former MP Anjan Kumar Yadav,
Dharpalli Rajasekhar Reddy and others also paid floral tributes
to Sheshamma.They consoled the bereaved family members
and expressed their condolences over the demise of
Sheshamma. Several Congress Party leaders, public represen-
tatives and well-wishers attended the programme.“[4:16 PM, 8/
26/2026] +91 93911 09207: END

Financial Assistance
Extended to Two

Gangaputra Families
in Distress

““Hyderabad, August 26 (Indian Chronicle) : In a ges-
ture of support for Gangaputra families facing difficult cir-
cumstances, the Gulf Gangaputra Aikyata Welfare Asso-
ciation and Sahay Nidhi Foundation extended financial
assistance totalling ?80,000 to two affected families. The
association provided ?50,000 to the family of Bingi
Narsaiah of Arepalli village, who died prematurely. Asso-
ciation leaders expressed their deepest condolences to
the bereaved family and urged them to remain strong dur-
ing the difficult period. Similarly, ?30,000 was provided to

the family of Medi Rajender, who sustained severe inju-
ries in an accident and had to undergo surgery, which
ultimately resulted in the amputation of his leg. The finan-
cial assistance was provided towards his medical ex-
penses. Association vice-president Bingi Raju,
Gangaputra Kadem Mandal president Medi Rajender,
Jumbarti Malleshi, Jumbarti Narendra, Jumbarti Krishna,
Gummula Naresh, Asampelli Madhukar, Jumbarti
Nagaraju, Srinivas and others participated in the
programme.

Congress Mandal Meeting in koutala
Atram Sugunakka Reviews SIR Phase–2

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian
Chronicle" August.27.““Koutala A Congress Party Mandal
General Body Meeting was held at Kautala Mandal head-
quarters. DCC President Atram Sugunakka and MLC
Dande Vittal attended the meeting and discussed vari-
ous party activities and organisational matters with party
leaders and workers. As part of the Mandal Committee
election process, applications were received from aspir-
ants seeking various positions.“During the meeting, Atram
Sugunakka reviewed the ongoing voter-list verification
process under SIR Phase–2 with party leaders and work-
ers. She said that a significant number of voters were
included in the anomalies list in the district and that the
names of eligible voters could also be present in the list.
She directed the party cadre to verify every voter entry
carefully and take advance measures to ensure that the
names of eligible voters are not deleted.“She also ad-
vised the party workers to create awareness among vot-
ers about submitting Form–7 along with the required sup-
porting documents wherever necessary. She stressed
that party workers should not wait for notices and should
verify the voter lists at the booth level itself, identify dis-
crepancies and take appropriate steps.“Sugunakka di-
rected Congress BLAs and party leaders at every booth
to work in coordination and continuously monitor the SIR–

2 process. She also called upon the party cadre to work
together to strengthen the organisational structure and
complete the Mandal Committee election process
effectively.“Mandal Congress President Neekode
Gangaram, Market Committee Chairman Siddala
Devaiah, former ZP Chairman Sidam Ganapathi, DCC
Vice-President Irigirala Bhaskar, General Secretary
Durgam Janakiram, Secretary Naitham Seethal, senior
leaders Nayeem and Made Dharmaiah, former Sarpanch
Niharika, women leader Kamala, Congress party lead-
ers, Mandal-level workers and BLAs, among others, at-
tended the meeting.

Onam Celebrations
Held with Traditional

Fervour at Kerala
School in Jammikunta.

““P. S. Ashokan.“Indian
chronicle“Hyderabad.““Jammikunta, August 26: Onam
festival was celebrated with great enthusiasm and tradi-

tional fervour at a Kerala school in
Jammikunta. The school campus
wore a festive look with colourful
decorations, floral carpets
(Pookalam), and cultural
programmes showcasing the rich
heritage of Kerala. ““Correspon-
dent Benny K. S. and members of
the teaching and non-teaching
staff actively participated in the
celebrations. They conveyed
warm Onam greetings and high-
lighted the significance of the fes-
tival in promoting unity, harmony,
brotherhood and cultural
values.““The celebrations featured
a variety of traditional and cultural
programmes, adding colour and
vibrancy to the occasion. The

event concluded on a joyful note, with the participants
cherishing the spirit of togetherness and the timeless
message of Onam.

DAO Inspects Fertilizer Shops,
Reviews Digital Crop Survey

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "In-
dian Chronicle" August.27.““Chintalamanepally: The
District Agriculture Officer (DAO) inspected fertilizer
shops in Chintalamanepally Mandal of Kumuram
Bheem Asifabad district. During the inspection,the of-
ficer reviewed fertilizer stocks, stock registers, sales
records and the supply of fertilizers to farmers.Fertilizer
dealers were instructed to strictly follow government
regulations while supplying fertilizers to farmers.The
DAO directed dealers to ensure that fertilizers are sup-
plied to farmers properly and at government-approved
prices. Dealers were also advised not to engage in
illegal stocking or overcharging. They were instructed
to issue bills for fertilizer sales and maintain all stock
and sales records properly. The DAO warned that ac-
tion would be taken against those found violating the

prescribed rules.“Later, the DAO inspected the ongoing Digital Crop Survey in the mandal at the field level. The
officer reviewed the process of recording farmers’ crop details, including the type of crop cultivated and the extent of
cultivation. Agriculture officials and field staff were instructed to ensure that the details of every farmer and crop are
accurately recorded.The DAO emphasized that the Digital Crop Survey should be conducted without any errors and
that crop details should be recorded only after proper field-level verification. Officials were instructed to cross-check
the information provided by farmers with the actual crop conditions in the fields to ensure accuracy.The DAO further
directed the agriculture staff to complete the Digital Crop Survey within the time prescribed by the government.
Officials were asked to immediately bring any issues arising during the survey to the attention of higher authorities
and ensure proper monitoring of the survey process in every village.“Mandal Agriculture Officer K.Karthik, Agricul-
ture Extension Officer D. Srilatha,and other concerned agriculture department staff participated in the programme.

High hopes
on Doval’s
China visit

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s visit to
China to participate in the 25th round of Special
Representatives talks on the boundary issue is sig-
nificant for its optics, timing and long-term diplomatic
implications. While it would be premature to inter-
pret Doval’s engagement with China’s top leader-
ship as evidence that both countries are close to
settling their 75-year-old boundary dispute, it surely
is a sign that they are moving from confrontation
towards conciliation. Doval also had an in-depth
discussion with China’s foreign minister, Wang Yi,
on the boundary issue and other bilateral matters.
The two Asian neighbours have been nursing a
strained relationship since the 2020 Galwan Valley
clash and the prolonged military stand-off in east-
ern Ladakh. But both sides have since taken steps
to stabilise relations and held multiple rounds of
talks. Doval and Wang are the designated Special
Representatives for the boundary talks mechanism,
which was established in 2003 to comprehensively
address the boundary dispute spanning over 3,400
kilometres. In August last year, the two sides held
the 24th round of Special Representatives’ talks,
during which they reached several common under-
standings. If the talks lead to an arrangement that
prevents another Galwan and restores predictable
patrolling across the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
they would constitute a significant success. Expec-
tations about the outcome must be set realistically,
given past experience. The LAC has never been
mutually delineated on maps in its entirety.

Consequently, both armies have differing per-
ceptions of where it lies, creating the possibility of
face-offs. The Galwan Valley clash, in which 20 In-
dian soldiers were killed, shattered four decades of
relative peace along the LAC. China subsequently
made several attempts to alter the status quo in east-
ern Ladakh. India responded with large-scale troop
mobilisation. The result was an unprecedented mili-
tary deployment on both sides. The two armies sub-
sequently negotiated disengagement at several fric-
tion points, including Pangong Tso and Gogra-Hot
Springs.
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Repeal Anti-Worker Labour

Codes: AITUC
““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian

Chronicle" August.27.““KAGAZNAGAR:
AITUC District General Secretary Bhoge
Upender alleged that the Central Government
was undermining workers’ rights in the inter-
ests of corporate companies. He demanded
the immediate repeal of the four anti-worker
labour codes.On Wednesday, AITUC leaders,
along with workers, released wall posters re-
lated to the AITUC State General Council
meeting at the Government Hospital in
Kagaznagar. Speaking on the occasion,
Upender said that AITUC had been conduct-
ing several struggles for workers’ rights since
its inception. He stated that AITUC had played
a key role in securing 44 labour laws. He criticised the
Centre for repealing 29 labour laws in the name of ease
of doing business and replacing them with four labour
codes, saying that the move was aimed at weakening
workers’ rights.He demanded a minimum monthly wage
of ?26,000 for workers, continuation of the eight-hour work
system, equal pay for equal work and job security. He
also called for an end to privatisation of public sector
organisations. He demanded immediate elections for
recognised trade unions in SPM and urged the authori-
ties to reinstate former workers without any conditions.

He also called for strict implementation of labour
laws.Upender further demanded that the Kagaznagar
Government Hospital be upgraded to a 100-bed hospi-
tal. He informed that the AITUC State General Council
meeting would be held in Karimnagar from September 6
to 8. AITUC National General Secretary Amarjeet Kaur,
along with national and state-level leaders, would attend
the meeting. He appealed to workers to participate in
large numbers and make the meeting a success.AITUC
District Secretary Shakeer, Working President Jamshed
and leaders Shivam,Sai, Meenakshi,Rajesh,
Pushpalatha, Tirumala and Sharada were among those
present.

Follow the Footsteps of Prophet
Muhammad: Milad-un-Nabi
Celebrations in Kagaznagar

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "In-
dian Chronicle" August.27.““Kagaznagar Muslim broth-
ers in Kagaznagar town celebrated Milad-un-Nabi, com-
memorating the birth anniversary of Prophet
Muhammad, with religious fervour and devotion. A
grand procession (Juloos) was organised under the
aegis of the Milad-un-Nabi Adhoc Committee.“The cel-
ebrations began with special prayers at Jamia Masjid.
The procession was flagged off by the Jamia Masjid
Imam, former Municipal Chairman Sheikh Dastagiri,
religious elders and committee members. The Juloos
proceeded from Jamia Masjid through Railway Station,
Old Madhu Hospital, Rajiv Gandhi Chowrastha,
Ambedkar Chowrastha, Lorry Chowrastha, NTR
Chowrastha, Bus Stand, Old Colony and Sarskilla, be-
fore returning to Jamia Masjid.“Muslim community mem-
bers participated in large numbers with specially deco-
rated vehicles. Emphasising peace, unity and brother-
hood, participants raised slogans and conducted the pro-
cession peacefully.At Rajiv Gandhi Chowrastha, leaders
and members of the BRS, BSP, Congress and various
organisations welcomed the participants and distributed
sweets, juice, fruits and drinking water.Under the super-
vision of Kagaznagar DSP Waheed Uddin, police offi-
cials and personnel made elaborate security arrange-

ments throughout the procession.“Several speakers
said that the peaceful and devotional celebration of
Prophet Muhammad’s birth anniversary, along with ser-
vice activities, was commendable. They urged every-
one to follow the path shown by Prophet Muhammad
and work towards maintaining peace, unity and broth-
erhood in society.Milad-un-Nabi Adhoc Committee
President Abdul Qadeer, Secretary Syed Haji, commit-
tee members, religious elders, leaders and members of
the public participated in the programme.

Grand Conclusion of 'Tritiya Sopan' Testing
Camp at PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya,

Bhuvanagiri – Principal N. Chandra Mouli
““(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau –

Indian Chronicle – August 26): The closing cer-
emony of the 'Tritiya Sopan' Testing Camp
(Scouts), held at PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Bhuvanagiri from August 24 to 26, was con-
ducted with great grandeur on the final day,
August 26. N. Chandra Mouli, Principal of PM
SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya, Bhuvanagiri, pre-
sided over the event. Scouts from various
Kendriya Vidyalayas participated enthusiasti-
cally in the three-day camp, showcasing their
talents in various skills, activities, and tests as-
sociated with the 'Tritiya Sopan' level. The camp
was led by Camp Leader (LOC) R. Jaganmohan
Rao (ALT-S); under his guidance, the camp
activities were conducted successfully and with
discipline. Examiners, escort teachers, scout
leaders, and other staff members played an
active role in the camp's organization. During
the closing ceremony, Principal N. Chandra
Mouli presented participation certificates to ev-
ery scout student who took part in the event.  Commending the students, it was noted that scouting helps foster
discipline, leadership qualities, a spirit of service, punctuality, and a commitment to serving the nation. Mr. Chandramouli
appreciated the camp leader, examiners, escort teachers, scout masters, student teachers, the Principal (Ms.
Bhuvaneshwari), and the students for their cooperation in successfully conducting the camp. Held over three days in
an enthusiastic atmosphere, this 'Tritiya Sopan' testing camp concluded successfully, further strengthening the
Scout spirit among the students: "Be Prepared – Be Disciplined – Be Useful – Serve the Nation."

Everyone should work to protect the environment by
planting trees: - Government Whip Aleru MLA Beerla Ailaiah

 Government Whip Beerla Ailaiah plants trees in Vana Mahotsav
““(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau.. Indian Chronicle.. August 26):- Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District, Turkapalli

Mandal: Telangana State Government Whip
and Aleru MLA Sri Beerla Ailaiah participated
in the Vana Mahotsav program organized in
Tirumalapuram village and planted trees
along with employment guarantee workers.
On this occasion, he advised the officials and
the people of the village to plant a large num-
ber of trees to increase greenery in the vil-
lage and to pay special attention to their care.
He said that it is not only planting trees but
also taking responsibility for them regularly
and till they grow. Beerla Ailaiah said that now
environmental protection has become
everyone's responsibility. He said that if the
number of trees increases, air pollution will
decrease and clean air and pleasant atmo-
sphere will be available.  He said that trees
are very important for human life and called
on every family to plant and protect them to
provide a healthy environment for future gen-
erations. He said that it is commendable to
provide employment to laborers in rural ar-
eas through the Employment Guarantee Scheme and undertake programs such as village development and green-
ery enhancement. He suggested that trees should be planted in large numbers along roads, in government places,
and around schools and government offices in villages. “Planting trees is our responsibility. It is our duty to protect
them. Only by increasing greenery and protecting the environment can we build a healthy society,” said Beerla
Ayilaiah. Local public representatives, officials, employment guarantee staff, laborers, villagers and others partici-
pated in this program.

Service program with humanity on the
occasion of Mother Teresa's birth

anniversary:- 31st Ward Councilor Sumayya
Tabassum Shafiq Ahmed

““(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Bureau.. Indian Chronicle.. August
26):- On the occasion of Mother
Teresa's birth anniversary, a service
program was organized at the Ashram
for the mentally challenged, taking her
love, compassion and spirit of service
as an ideal. 31st Ward Councilor
Sumayya Tabassum Shafiq Ahmed,
who participated in this program, pre-
sented bread and bananas to the staff
of the Ashram who are constantly serv-
ing them and spent some time with
them. The program conveyed the
message of supporting everyone in the society with love,
affection and humanity. “You don't need a big opportu-
nity to serve… Even a small help can bring a smile to
someone's face.”  This service program was organized
with the concept of ".“Mother Teresa's spirit of service has
always been an ideal for us. She said that it is the respon-
sibility of all of us to show humanity in the way she showed
and provide our share of help to the needy in the society.
Ward 31 Councilor Sumayya Tabassum Shafiq Ahmed,

Congress Party District General Secretary Mazhar, Ward
31 members Bhanot Santosh, Aqib, Bhanot Jyoti, Bhanot
Anusha, Bhanot Sanjeev, Bhanot Bhargo and others
participated in this program. On the occasion of Mother
Teresa's birth anniversary, she said that - service is the
spirit, humanity is our strength.

Officials Urged to Address Problems at
Srinagar Colony Junction: Uppal CPM

Leader Pedda Swamy
““UPPAL, AUGUST 26 (INDIAN

CHRONICLE):CPM Uppal leader Pedda
Swamy has demanded that officials immediately
address the civic and public safety issues pre-
vailing in the Srinagar Colony Junction–Bondala
Gadda area under the Uppal constituency. He
issued a statement to the media in this
regard.“Pedda Swamy said residents were fac-
ing serious inconvenience due to people con-
suming alcohol openly and engaging in public
urination in the area. He particularly pointed out
that female college students and women com-
muting to work were facing considerable
discomfort.“He also stated that indiscriminate
dumping of garbage was causing foul smells
and increasing the mosquito menace, resulting
in health concerns among local residents. Hap-
hazard parking of vehicles on both sides of the
road was also causing traffic disruptions, he
said.“He further expressed concern that the ab-
sence of a proper gate at the Gouds cremation
ground could create scope for anti-social activi-
ties. He urged the authorities to install a gate
immediately and take necessary security
measures.“Pedda Swamy said it was unfortu-
nate that despite bringing these issues to the
notice of officials and public representatives, no
effective action had been taken so far.“He urged the authorities to immediately inspect the Srinagar Colony Junc-
tion–Bondala Gadda area and take measures to curb public drinking and urination, remove accumulated garbage,
control the mosquito menace, resolve the parking problem and install a gate at the Gouds cremation ground.He
appealed to the authorities not to neglect the issue and to act promptly to provide residents with a safe, clean and
hygienic environment.

Grand Milad-un-Nabi
Celebrations Held in Asifabad

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian Chronicle" August.27.““Asifabad: Milad-un-Nabi celebra-
tions were held with great devotion and enthusiasm by the Muslim community in the Asifabad district headquarters
on Wednesday. On the occasion, a peaceful procession began from Jama Masjid and passed through Vivekananda
Chowk, Gandhi Chowk, Ambedkar Chowk and Khadim Masjid amid an enthusiastic atmosphere. Later, special
prayers were offered at Jama Masjid, followed by a food distribution programme for devotees.Similarly, a peaceful
procession was organised from Masjid-e-Yaseen in Janakapoor through several streets. Muslim religious elders
said that Prophet Muhammad conveyed the message of peace, brotherhood and humanity to the world. They called
upon everyone to follow the righteous path shown by the Prophet and promote peace and communal
harmony.Municipal Vice-Chairperson M.D. Ahmed, Single Window Chairman Ali Bin Ahmed, Ward Member Ghulam
Javid, and Muslim leaders and representatives including Shabbir, Syed Javid, Shamshad Hussain, Sajid,Syed
Nisar, Amar, Tariq, Imran, Taj, Mohammed Jaffer, Sadiq Hussain, Raees Ahmed, Mubashir and others participated
in the celebrations in large numbers.

Milad-un-Nabi Greetings to Muslim
Brothers: BRS STATE LEADER
GANDHAM NAGESWARA RAO

“““RAMANTHAPUR , AUGUST 26 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): On the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi, which is cel-
ebrated by Muslims to commemorate the birth of Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad, BRS state leader Gandham Nageswara Rao ex-
tended his heartfelt greetings to the Muslim community.“Gandham
Nageswara Rao participated in sweet distribution programmes
organised on the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi at Gandhi Nagar
Mosque and in the Nehru Nagar areas of Ramanthapur Division.
He distributed sweets to the Muslim brothers and conveyed his
festive greetings.He expressed hope that Milad-un-Nabi would
further strengthen brotherhood, unity, love, peace and communal
harmony among people. He called upon everyone to live with
mutual respect and a spirit of brotherhood.“BRS leaders Jahangir,
Manish, Fayyaz, Sameer, Salar and others participated in the
programmes. Local Muslim community members, leaders and
activists also took part and celebrated Milad-un-Nabi with enthusiasm.
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Pension for First-Phase Telangana
Activists: A Historic Victory

““ Indian chronicle, Secunderabad, August 26 : ““The
Telangana High Court’s directions to grant pensions to
the first-generation Telangana activ-
ists mark a historic victory and a legal
recognition of their prolonged struggle
and sacrifices, Justice Chandrakumar
said.“Addressing a victory celebration
organised by NSTV to honour the ac-
tivists, Justice Chandrakumar said the
success of the legal battle for the rights
of the movement participants was com-
mendable. He recalled that the history
of Telangana was intertwined with
several movements, struggles and
sacrifices, from the armed struggle and
the 1969 Telangana agitation to the
later phase of the statehood
movement.“He noted that several generations had fought
for a separate Telangana and said the sacrifices of those
who participated in these movements would remain an
enduring part of the region’s history.“Speakers at the
programme recalled that 369 people were killed in po-
lice firing during the 1969 Telangana agitation, while more
than 1,200 people sacrificed their lives during the later
phase of the movement. They expressed concern that
activists who had made such sacrifices had not received
adequate recognition, honour and benefits for several
years.““Pension orders a recognition of activists’
rights““Pasham Yadagiri said that while the formation of
Telangana was a historic achievement, securing pen-
sion benefits for the activists through a prolonged legal
battle was another significant milestone. He welcomed
the success of the legal fight for their rights.“Madabhushi
Sridharacharyulu urged the State government to allot land
to the activists who had secured the High Court orders
from the land acquired by HYDRAA. He said the sacri-
fices of the activists would receive complete justice only
when the government provided them due recognition and
appropriate benefits.“Telangana Vittal described the pen-
sion orders secured by 49 first-generation Telangana
activists after a prolonged struggle as a historic moment.

He appreciated Professor Nanumaswamy for represent-

ing the activists as their counsel and fighting for pension,
land and reservation benefits.““Memorials for Telangana
martyrs sought““Manda Ailaiah urged the government to
install statues of Telangana martyrs at K.B.R. Park to en-
sure that their sacrifices remain an inspiration for future
generations. Such a memorial, he said, would be a fitting
tribute to those who laid down their lives for
Telangana.“The programme was presided over by Pro-
fessor Nanumaswamy and began with a welcome ad-
dress by Prathibha Goud, Executive Director of NSTV.“At
the conclusion of the programme, NSTV chief Nanumas
Subhash Kumar felicitated all 49 first-generation
Telangana activists who had secured the pension or-
ders, presenting them with shawls. The activists ex-
pressed happiness over the judicial recognition of their
long-standing struggle.“Speakers said the pension or-
ders represented more than a financial benefit. They were
a recognition of the contribution of activists who had dedi-
cated their lives to the Telangana cause.“A long struggle.
A legal battle. Finally, victory.“The victory celebration
served as a significant occasion to honour the sacrifices
of the first-generation Telangana activists and carry the
spirit of the Telangana movement forward to future gen-
erations.

MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy Attends
Sri Mahankali and Sri Pochamma Deities

Consecration Ceremony
““UPPAL, AUGUST 26 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Uppal

MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy attended the consecration
ceremony of the newly constructed temple of Sri Sri
Mahankali and Sri Sri Pochamma Deities held in Nagole
Division-29, under the LB Nagar constituency.“The conse-
cration ceremony was conducted with devotion and reli-
gious fervour under the blessings and supervision of His
Holiness Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Abhinavodanda
Vidyashankara Bharathi Swamy, Peethadhipathi of Sri
Jagadguru Pushpagiri Shankaracharya Mahasansthanam
Peetham and Paramahamsa Parivrajaka.“On the occasion,
MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy performed special prayers
to the deities and wished for the happiness, prosperity,
good health and well-being of all people. He also prayed
for the prosperity and development of Nagole village and
for Telangana to flourish with abundant crops and overall
progress.“Former MLC Yegga Mallesham also attended
the ceremony and offered prayers to the deities.“Temple

committee members, devotees and a large number of local residents participated in the consecration ceremony.

Let's move from village to village for the
completion of projects and instead of

Musi dirty water: - CPM State Committee
Member Kondamadugu Narasimha's call

““*Make the padayatra organized by CPM to obtain
funds from the government... a victory for the
Mahadharna...““CPM State Committee Member
Kondamadugu Narasimha's call““(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri
District Bureau.. Indian Chronicle.. August 26): - CPM
State Committee Member Kondamadugu Narasimha has
called for the completion of projects and instead of Musi
dirty water, let's move from village to village for the pur-
pose of obtaining Godavari water.“ He said that the
padayatra being organized under the auspices of the
CPM on the 29th, 30th, and 31st of this month to obtain
funds from the government should be participated in the
Mahadharna on the 31st in thousands and celebrated.
After the Pochampally Town Committee meeting was held
on Wednesday, a "padayatra poster" was unveiled at
Bhuvanagiri intersection and in Pillayapalli villages.
Speaking on the occasion, Kondamadugu Narasimha
said that the works of multipurpose projects like Baswapur
and Gandhamalla Charlagudem, which are very impor-
tant for irrigation and drinking water in the district, have
been pending for years due to lack of funds. He demanded
that these projects be allocated adequate funds and com-
pleted promptly to solve the irrigation and drinking water
problems of the people of the district. He said that the
works have been stopped due to severe delay in the
release of funds for the Pillayapalli canal. He said that
the pending works of the Pillayapalli canal should be
completed.  He demanded that Kaleshwaram water be
brought into the Shamirpet tank and a mini reservoir be
made and from there Godari water be provided to the
Philayapalli canal through Inanalabad. He expressed his
concern that the people of the mandal are already suffer-
ing from many diseases due to the dirty water of Musi. He
demanded that Godavari water be provided instead of
dirty water. He asked people to participate in large num-
bers in the padayatra and maha dharna for the comple-
tion of projects and canals for the sake of Godavari water.

CPM Mandal Secretaries Kota Ramachandra Reddy,
Town Secretary Dubbaka Jagan, Senior Leaders Gudur
Anji Reddy, Mandal Secretary Members Manchala
Madhu, Gudur Buchi Reddy, Mandal Committee Mem-
bers Patti Bikshapati, Town Committee Members
Vaddepalli Yadagiri, Bugga Lakshmaiah, Gudur
Ramreddy, Bhethi Kamalamma, Ponnamoni Krishna,
Leaders Ali, Mallareddy, Chamaragundla Narayana
Farmers Perumandla Danayya Balayya Eswarayya
Narasimha Bikshapati and others participated in this
program.

Sreenayya Panel Seeks Mandate to Make
Jubilee Hills Society the Best in the Country

““Hyderabad Correspondent, August 26 (Indian
Chronicle): Seeking members’ mandate for a fresh and
development-focused administration, Sreenayya Growth
and Governance Panel president candidate Sreenayya
has promised to transform the Jubilee Hills Cooperative
House Building Society into one of the country’s best-
managed housing societies. Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Hyderabad Press Club along with panel mem-
ber Padma Reddy, Sreenayya said the society had a
distinguished history but now required renewed atten-
tion to development, member services and transparent
administration. He said growing internal politics had af-
fected the functioning of the society, leaving basic infra-
structure and amenities without adequate attention. The
administration, he stressed, should treat every member
with dignity and work in the broader interests of the entire

membership. The 15-member panel is contesting the
August 30 elections to be held at Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan. Sreenayya said the team had consciously
moved beyond conventional panel-based politics by
bringing together members from different sections of the
society. Drawing on his experience in construction and
infrastructure development, Sreenayya said the panel’s
focus would be on systematically improving roads, parks,
club facilities and other infrastructure while strengthen-
ing transparency and accountability in administration.
He urged members to actively participate in the election
and support the Sreenayya Growth and Governance
Panel to build a more development-oriented, transpar-
ent and member-friendly society.

Arunkarun Patel Participates in Milad-un-Nabi
Annadanam in Venkat Reddy Nagar Division

““UPPAL, AUGUST 26 (INDIAN CHRONICLE):
Uppal Constituency Youth Congress President Akarapu
Arun Patel participated as the chief guest in an
Annadanam (free food distribution) programme
organised on the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi at Sabera
Colony in Venkat Reddy Nagar Division.“On the occa-
sion, Arun Patel participated in the food distribution and
served meals to the devotees. A large number of colony
residents attended the programme.Arun Patel expressed
his special gratitude to the residents of Sabera Colony
for organising the Annadanam programme on the occa-
sion of Milad-un-Nabi.Sabera Colony President
Mohammed Ashwaq, Farooq Ghouse, Shambhu, K.
Swamy, Golusula Swamy, Kishore, Arun, Sai Chari and
other residents of the colony participated in the
programme.

Eligible Voters Must Be Identified in Today’s Gram Sabhas:
DCC President Atram Sugunakka

““Kumrambheem, Asifabad,District.Reporter "Indian Chronicle"
August.27.““Asifabad: Komuram Bheem Asifabad DCC President Atram
Sugunakka has urged Congress party BLAs-2, supervisors, mandal presi-
dents, town presidents, ward presidents and party workers to identify every
eligible voter during the Gram Sabhas being held today and ensure that no
one loses their right to vote.As part of SIR Phase-2, she called on Congress
workers to create awareness among people and encourage them to verify
their names in the voter list. She said party workers should assist eligible
voters in submitting the required documents, filing objections and submit-
ting applications wherever necessary.Atram Sugunakka emphasized that
the right to vote is fundamental to democracy and urged Congress workers
to work responsibly to protect the voting rights of every eligible citizen. She
also directed party leaders and workers to coordinate and monitor the Gram
Sabhas and take necessary steps as per the rules if the names of eligible
voters are missing from the electoral rolls.

Who Will Solve the Garbage
Problem on Viswanagar Roads?

Questions Prajavani Voluntary
Organisation President Erram Srinivas

“““UPPAL, August 26 (Indian Chronicle): Prajavani Voluntary Organisation President Erram Srinivas has ex-
pressed serious concern over heaps of garbage accumulating on the roads near the garbage dumping yard adjacent
to DMart at Uppal Bhagayath in the Medchal–Malkajgiri Municipal Corporation (MMMC) limits.“He alleged that for the
past four to five days, garbage collection vehicles have been dumping household waste at the dumping yard,
resulting in large piles of garbage spilling onto the main road and around the dumping centre.“Srinivas said thou-
sands of commuters and pedestrians use this road every
day, making the situation a major inconvenience for the
public. Due to the recent rains, the garbage has become
soaked and spread across the road, causing a foul smell
and increasing the mosquito menace.“He urged the au-
thorities and public representatives to immediately ad-
dress the issue in the interest of public health and envi-
ronmental cleanliness. Srinivas said it was unfortunate
that garbage was piling up on the main roads of
Hyderabad, which is being developed as a global city,
and stressed the need for a permanent solution.“He de-
manded that officials immediately clear the garbage from
the roads and undertake proper sanitation measures at
the dumping yard. Srinivas warned that if the issue is not resolved immediately, Prajavani Voluntary Organisation will
stage a protest in front of the GHMC office.

Love, compassion and brotherhood are Prophet
Muhammad’s message: Collector

Chitra Mishra, Gaush Alam participate
in Milad-un-Nabi rally in Karimnagar.

Karimnagar August 26 (Correspondent): District Collector Chitra Mishra and Police Commissioner Gaush Alam on
Wednesday extended greetings to the Muslim community on the occasion of Milad-un-Nabi and participated in a rally
organised in the city to mark the birth anniversary of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Speaking on the occasion, Ms. Mishra and Mr. Alam said the Prophet’s teachings emphasised love, kindness, com-
passion, tolerance and brotherhood. His life and message continued to inspire people to live in harmony and uphold
human values, they said.

They called upon people, irrespective of their religion or community, to foster brotherhood and contribute to maintain-
ing peace and unity. Collective efforts were needed for the development and progress of the country, they said.

The Collector and the Police Commissioner also stressed the importance of promoting compassion, tolerance and
humanitarian values in society. They appealed to people to celebrate Milad-un-Nabi peacefully and in a spirit of harmony.

They wished that the festival would bring peace, happiness and prosperity to all.
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GNS News Agency, August 26
Activist Manoj Jarange-Patil on Wednesday toughened

his stance on Maratha reservation, saying that he would
launch “a final and decisive protest” from August 29 if the
Maharashtra government fails to issue Kunbi community
certificates under Other Backward Classes (OBC) to the
58 lakh people who possess valid records.“The Fadnavis
government has been targeting the Marathas. Therefore,
this time, either I will die, or the Fadnavis government will
fall,” he told reporters in Antarwali Sarati village, the seat of
his historic hunger strike in 2023.

Jarange-Patil, who had to call off his ninth hunger strike
within 15 hours of its launch at the end of May, said that the
government is making efforts to make fools of the Marathas.
“Once upon a time, the community stood united, which is
why we need to move forward carefully. August 29 marks
the completion of 3 years. If anyone is trying to make fools
of us, that is why you have been called,” the social activist
said, while urging those who possess Kunbi records to ap-
ply for reservation.Jarange-Patil said that the children of the
Maratha community are suffering and demanded that the
government give Kunbi certificates according to the
Hyderabad Gazette by August 28. “My blood has been burn-

Manoj Jarange-Patil threatens ‘final stir’
over Maratha reservation from August 29

ing for the past three years, which is why I am staging the
final decisive protest for the children of the community. Not
a single person should stay at home; we will not stop until
we get the certificates for the 58 lakh records. If the
Hyderabad Gazette was given, then why weren’t the cer-
tificates issued? Why are Marathas being targeted? Ear-
lier, you brought the local inquiry report. We will not stop
until we get Kunbi certificates according to the Hyderabad
Gazette,” he asserted.

The Hyderabad Gazette is a document that came out
in 1918 classifying Marathas in the Marathwada region (such
as Nanded and Aurangabad) with Kunbi lineage.Jarange-
Patil pointed out that it has been almost four months since
the Kunbi certificates have not been given to Marathas. “The
children and workers of NCP, Shiv Sena, and Congress
are going to get reservation. We are demanding the imple-
mentation of the gazette for Satara Sansthan, Kolhapur,
Aundh, and Pune; why are they not accepting it? In your
(government’s) battle for credit, Marathas are being
sacrificed.”Referring to the previous incidents of violence
during the Maratha agitation, the activist said the Fadnavis
government had promised to withdraw cases against
Maratha community members. “Three years have passed.
The government has not kept its word.  Why are cases
being filed against us after beating us?

The August 29 protest will not be called off until all cases
are withdrawn,” he said.Jarange-Patil, who joined the
Maratha reservation movement 15 years ago, said that only
on official records have all facilities of OBCs been extended
to Marathas. “However, today, facilities entitled to OBCs
have not been started. Not a single school has these facili-
ties,” the leader said.He said his demand for a separate
ministry for the Maratha community remains unfulfilled. “It
is only a 15-minute task for the Chief Minister; why wasn’t it
done? Nine OBC ministers said they do not want a sepa-
rate ministry for Marathas. Why do OBCs need a ministry,
and why not Marathas?” the leader asked.

Karnataka BJP MLA Yashpal Suvarna booked
for ‘drug addict’ remark against Rahul Gandhi

The Karnataka Police booked BJP MLA Yashpal
Suvarna for allegedly making provocative and defamatory
remarks against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during a
public protest in Udupi Tuesday.A complaint filed by Udupi
district Congress president Ashok Kumar Kodavoor alleges
that Suvarna described Rahul Gandhi as a “drug addict”. It
further claims that the Udupi MLA compared the demolition
of the Babri Masjid with “destroying Rahul Gandhi’s dy-
nasty” and made remarks capable of promoting enmity, dis-
turbing communal harmony and provoking violence.
Suvarna’s speech also allegedly targeted students partici-
pating in protests over the NEET paper leak and intended
to incite BJP workers against Congress supporters.

The police registered a case under charges of abet-
ment of an offence by the public or a large group, provoca-
tion with intent to cause riot, promoting enmity between dif-
ferent groups, criminal intimidation, intentional insult to pro-
voke breach of peace, and making or circulating statements
likely to promote enmity, hatred or ill will between different
communities.“We have initiated an investigation into the al-
legations,” a police officer said.

Examine video evidence, Congress leader urges
policeReacting to the FIR, Manjunatha Bhandary,
Karnataka Congress working president and a member of
the Legislative Council, said the state government has taken
the matter seriously. Bhandary alleged that Suvarna had

made “baseless, defamatory and provocative” remarks
against Rahul Gandhi, including the claim that the Congress
leader “remains under the influence of drugs for 24 hours”
and a statement that his “family lineage would be
destroyed”.He said video evidence of the speech was avail-
able and urged the police to examine it while proceeding
with the case. The Congress leader also criticised BJP leg-
islators present at the event, saying their silence could be
interpreted as tacit approval of the remarks. He argued that
while political disagreements are part of a democracy, they
cannot justify hate speech, personal attacks or
threats.Bhandary further said that an elected representa-
tive who has taken an oath to uphold the Constitution must
refrain from making statements that could disturb commu-
nal harmony or public order. He added that he will raise the
matter with the Karnataka home minister and seek appro-
priate directions to ensure a fair investigation and legal ac-
tion against those found responsible.The BJP protest in
Udupi was organised in response to the nationwide agita-
tion against exam paper leaks and irregularities in the edu-
cation system.Suvarna was one of the most hardline anti-
hijab voices during the 2022 Karnataka classroom hijab con-
troversy. Following the March 2022 Karnataka High Court
verdict upholding the dress code policy, Suvarna courted
controversy by calling the six Muslim girl students who
challenged the classroom ban “members of a terrorist
organisation” and “anti-nationals” for disregarding the judi-
ciary.

Kangana Ranaut, CJP Spokesperson
Saurav Das trade sharp barbs over

‘Generation Gutter’ Remarks
GNS News Agency, August 26
New Delhi: BJP MP Kangana Ranaut and Cockroach

Janta Party (CJP) spokesperson Saurav Das have traded
sharp barbs as the controversy over the actor-politician’s
remarks describing Gen Z as “Generation gutter”
escalated.Ranaut on Tuesday sparked a political row by
posting strongly-worded Instagram Stories targeting the
CJP-led agitation over alleged irregularities in the NEET
examination.Responding to Ranaut’s posts, Das said her
language was unbecoming and questioned her mental sta-
bility while accusing her of trying to “ride the CJP wave”.The
MP from Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi dismissed him as “to-
tally useless and unemployed”.

“These words don’t seem to be of a person who is
mentally stable because you wouldn’t use this kind of lan-
guage about the young. If there is a young person in your
family who belongs to Gen Z or Gen Alpha or whatever,
would you use such language against them?” he told PTI
Videos.Das also took a swipe at Ranaut’s performance as
a parliamentarian.

“I don’t have much to say about Kangana Ranaut, her
own party members don’t take her seriously. There are vid-
eos of her from her constituency where she is meeting
people and telling them, ‘Aap log to bohat kaam karate ho.
Mujhe to laga tha ki MP banke zyaada kaam nahi hoga.
Lekin yaha par to mujhe roz kaam karna pad raha hai.’ So
that’s the kind of seriousness with which she sees her own
work,” he said.“It’s fine, I think she is trying to ride the CJP
wave. We said this before, anybody who wants to take credit
or fame from the current movement, they are free to do so
and so is Kangana,” he added.Ranaut responded through a
new post on Instagram Stories.“I just googled this person
and he is 28 years old. And he claims to be a student. How
he claims to be a student I have no clue!!” she wrote.Hitting

back at Das’ criticism of her work as an MP, Ranaut said
she may be new to politics but had been in public life for the
past 20 years.“At his age, I had two National Awards. Yes,
as a new parliamentarian, I was overwhelmed with all the
work because I am also a filmmaker, performing artist, pro-
ducer, screenwriter, and entrepreneur. But someone like
him, who is totally useless and unemployed, will never un-
derstand what it means to be in massive demand at all times,
at any age,” she said.“Dear Saurav, your issues are per-
sonal. You are not a student; you are simply useless. Let’s
start with learning some skill. It’s a good place to start,” she
added.

The exchange comes a day after Ranaut referred to
young protesters as “Generation gutter” and questioning
“who is birthing and raising them”.“Never in my life I have
seen so much ugliness in one place, these reels from GenZ
protests are puke inducing, the way they speak and the
kind of language they are using, never in my life I have seen
everything in each and every frame so jarring and so crass
all at ones, ewwww who is birthing and raising them?” Ranaut
said.In a follow-up post, the BJP MP from Himachal
Pradesh’s Mandi went a step further and criticised young
women who participated in the protests, saying their
behaviour during the agitation was “most appalling”.“Here
is a new generation of so called westernised Indian women.
I call them Generation gutter,” she said, adding that some
of the women protestors were “so ugly and corrupt that they
can’t be home makers either”.Her remarks drew criticism
from opposition leaders, including the Congress, Samajwadi
Party and AIMIM, as well as several social media users,
who termed the comments insensitive and derogatory.The
CJP-led protests concluded on July 25 after the govern-
ment accepted key demands of the agitators, including the
resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.

‘He jumped into the Black Sea’: UP sailor’s
second voyage ends in desperate search

For the past four days, Ram Chandra Dubey’s family
in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, has been anxiously waiting for
any news of him.The 22-year-old seaman has been miss-
ing since July 25 after the merchant vessel he was on —
MV AGN Ragnar — came under attack near Ukraine’s Port
of Odesa. He is among two Indian crew members who re-
main unaccounted for after the incident.This was his sec-
ond assignment at sea since joining the merchant navy,
said his family.His elder sister, Seemakashi Pandey, said
they last saw Ram before he left on September 25 last year.
“He would call home frequently to check on everyone. The
last time he spoke to our mother, Kalpana Dubey, was on
the night of July 24. He told her the ship had departed from
Ukraine,” she said.The next day, they received a phone
call from an employee of the shipping company that had
employed Ram. “The company representative said the ves-
sel had come under a drone attack near the Port of Odessa
on July 25 and four Indian crew members jumped into the

Black Sea — one of them was my brother,” Seemakashi
said.“We were told the Ukrainian Navy rescued two of them,
but two others, including my brother, remain missing,” she
said.Since then, the family has looked everywhere for
help.“At first, we tried to gather information sitting in
Prayagraj but we realised we had no way of tracing Ram
from here,” said his brother-in-law, Anuj Kumar Pandey.

On July 27, Ram’s elder brother, Krishna Das Dubey,
accompanied by two cousins, travelled to Delhi. “They met
officials of the shipping company, who told us they were
making efforts to locate the missing crew members, but
we have not received a concrete update,” said Anuj.Ram
hails from Nivi Kala village and is the younger of two sons.
His father, Ramesh Chandra Dubey, is a retired
Armyman.Seemakashi said the family has submitted ur-
gent representations to the Prime Minister’s Office and the
Ministry of External Affairs, seeking diplomatic intervention
to help trace Ram.On Tuesday, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal had said India was coordi-
nating with Ukrainian authorities in the search for the two
missing Indian crew members and remained in touch with
their families.The Port of Odesa, one of Ukraine’s key Black
Sea ports, has been a frequent target of missile and drone
attacks since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict in
2022.In a post on social media on Sunday, the Indian Em-
bassy in Kyiv had said: “Embassy of India in Ukraine is
closely monitoring the situation following the incident involv-
ing MV AGN Ragnar, which was struck at the Port of Odesa
on July 25. Four Indian nationals were on board the vessel.
As per the latest information, two have been confirmed safe,
and information is awaited regarding the other two nation-
als.”Anger over IIT Delhi suicide grows,

FIR filed, probe panel reformed
On Tuesday morning, more than 500 students were

packed inside the Lecture Hall Complex at IIT-Delhi, and
2,000 others had gathered outside. Through the previous
night, students had held a candlelight vigil, marching around
the campus, and taken their agitation into the morning.The
gates of the complex were secured, and security person-
nel had been instructed to refuse entry to all technical staff,
parents and family members of students, and other visi-
tors.

Students had stayed away from most classes for two
days, and on Tuesday, the IIT-D administration was broad-
casting caution over megaphones, telling them that con-
tinuous absence from classrooms could create difficulties
for their academic future.Tuesday was the third day of the
protests that began after 31-year-old Rishikesh Kumar, an
M.Sc Physics student, allegedly died by suicide after jump-
ing from the sixth floor of a building on campus on Satur-
day.

Another candlelight march was planned for Tuesday
evening, even as talks between the administration and a
six-member student delegation continued at the Director’s
office in the main building. The administration has announced
an “impartial” inquiry into the concerns of the students, and
appealed for classes and academic activities to resume.The
ongoing mobilisation is unusual at IIT-D, one of India’s most
celebrated educational institutions. Students are demand-
ing accountability for what they say is the eighth suicide on
campus since 2023, and the response from IIT-D has so
far done little to pacify them.“How are we expected to con-
tinue as though nothing has happened? There has been a
death by suicide in this building. No suicide is a singular
event. It happens because many things accumulate,” a stu-
dent protester said. The student requested anonymity say-
ing he feared he might be targeted by the
administration.Meanwhile, the Delhi police have registered
an FIR for abetment of suicide and launched an investiga-
tion into the death by suicide of the 31-year-old IIT
student.The FIR, which has been registered against “un-
known,” was registered on the evening of the incident itself,
a police officer said.

Students have demanded the resignation of four IIT
officials, an independent inquiry into Rishikesh’s death, and
compensation of at least Rs 1 crore for his family.The ad-
ministration has announced an External Inquiry Commit-
tee, financial assistance through its benevolent fund, and
the creation of a separate fund through voluntary contribu-
tions from students, faculty and staff. But it hasn’t agreed to
the demands for resignations and a specific compensation.

“That is not enough. There was nothing in the mail [from
the administration] about the resignation of the four people.
The investigation panel has people whom the students don’t
trust,” the student said.The five-member inquiry panel com-

prises Ashok Kumar, Vice-Chancellor of the Sports Uni-
versity of Haryana who is an IIT-D alumnus and a former
police chief of Uttarakhand, Pratap Sharma, head of the
Department of Psychiatry at AIIMS, New Delhi, two stu-
dent representatives, and the IIT-D Registrar who is also
the secretary and convener of the committee.At a meeting
convened at the Lecture Hall Complex at 11.30 pm on Mon-
day, the students rejected the administration’s response as
“inadequate and evasive”, and announced that the protest
would continue.IIT-D Director Rangan Banerjee said on
Tuesday morning that the inquiry panel would investigate
the “circumstances leading to the tragedy” of Rishikesh’s
death.

“The committee will discuss with relevant students,
faculty and the concerned administrative offices, review pro-
tocols and processes, and make recommendations. The
committee will be requested to complete its report within
two weeks,” Banerjee said.On the demand for financial as-
sistance, Banerjee said, “We will work towards providing
financial support for Rishikesh’s family by reimbursing
medical expenses and providing funding from the benevo-
lent fund. Additionally we will also create a separate fund
with voluntary contributions from faculty, students and staff
to help the family.”Banerjee said the institute planned to
appoint an external Ombudsperson to address any griev-
ances that were not addressed by IIT’s internal systems.
For students with mental health issues who need parental
support, the institute would “create an additional support
system of a faculty and student mentor”.Later on Tuesday,
Banerjee met the protesting students and asked them to
choose a five-member delegation for private discussions
with him. He turned down the demand for a public discus-
sion or a livesteamed meeting.After their late-night meet-
ing, the students demanded that the inquiry committee
should be headed by a retired judge of the Supreme Court
or a High Court.

They objected to former Uttarakhand DGP Ashok
Kumar’s inclusion in the panel, saying he had earlier linked
protests by students to “radicalisation” and “digital terror-
ism”. The two student members on the panel should be
“nominated collectively and publicly by the protesting stu-
dents”, the resolution said.The resolution demanded a Rs-
1 crore compensation for Kumar’s family, and a “transpar-
ent” disclosure of “all established protocols” on student
mental health. It rejected the proposed faculty-and-student
mentor system, saying what students needed was “access
to peers, fair academic opportunities, and a supportive,
empathetic campus”. The resolution called on the Director
to reiterate that “no punitive or vindictive actions” would be
taken against peaceful student protesters.Notice board in
one of the main corridors inside the Lecture Hall Complex,
IIT Delhi. Notice board in one of the main corridors inside
the Lecture Hall Complex, I

How Gurugram plans to fight waterlogging
menace after children get stuck in buses

A day after heavy monsoon downpour left hundreds
of school children stranded inside buses for hours across
severely waterlogged stretches in Gurgaon, the district ad-
ministration on Tuesday invoked the Disaster Management
Act to issue a comprehensive Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) regulating school transport during heavy rain-
fall.

The order was issued by Deputy Commissioner Uttam
Singh following an inter-departmental coordination meeting
held on Tuesday evening.On Monday, intense rainfall
crippled arterial roads, service lanes, and underpasses in
the Millennium City. Several school buses carrying students
were caught in prolonged traffic snarls and severe water-
logging near major bottlenecks, forcing parents to intervene
and wade through flooded streets to retrieve their children,
particularly at Subhash Chowk, as reported by The Indian
Express.Tuesday’s order noted that the stranding occurred
primarily because “real-time information regarding water-
logging at various points of the city was not available with
the school authorities and with the bus drivers at the time of
despatch”. The administration laid down strict protocols for
the traffic police, education officers, civic agencies, and
school administrations, effective immediately and until Sep-
tember 30.

Real-time bulletins, dedicated nodal officerAs per the
order, the Deputy Commissioner of Police (Traffic) must
appoint an officer not below the rank of Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police (ACP) as the Nodal Officer for school route
information, within 24 hours.The traffic police will prepare
and transmit route reports categorising stretches as ‘Clear’,
‘Slow-moving’, or ‘Waterlogged’. On days which see rain
during the preceding 12 hours or when an India Meteoro-
logical Department alert is active, bulletins must be released
at fixed intervals:

Traffic personnel, tow vehicles, and PCR vans are to
be stationed at choke points during school commute hours
(7 am-9 am and 12 pm-3 pm) to prioritise movement of
school buses. The Haryana Roadways will also have to
position a standby fleet of spare buses with drivers at all-
weather locations to evacuate students in case of break-
downs or immobilisation. The order specifies that no stu-
dent shall be left unaccompanied under any circumstances.

15-minute information relay to schoolsThe District
Education Officer (DEO) and the District Elementary Edu-
cation Officer (DEEO) have been directed to create a dedi-
cated WhatsApp broadcast group and bulk SMS/email di-
rectory within 24 hours. This network must encompass
principals and transport heads of all government, private,
aided, and recognised schools across the district, includ-

ing Sohna, Pataudi, Manesar, Farrukhnagar, and
Badshahpur.All traffic updates received by education offic-
ers must be forwarded to schools within 15 minutes of re-
ceipt without modification. The Education department must
submit a weekly compliance report every Monday by 3
pm.Protocols for schoolsSchools have been prohibited from
dispatching buses onto waterlogged routes and must use
notified alternate corridors. In case there isn’t any safe route,
schools must retain students on campus under staff su-
pervision and alert parents immediately.

*Route Safety Officer: Schools must appoint a Trans-
port In-charge or a Route Safety Officer whose contact
details have to be displayed on notice boards and
websites.*On-board safety: Every bus must have a staff
escort, adequate drinking water, and drivers who are strictly
briefed against entering inundated roads or
underpasses.*Handover protocol: Students cannot be
dropped at unattended or waterlogged stops and must be
handed over to parents or authorised guardians.*Campus
safety inspections: Schools are prohibited from holding stu-
dent assemblies in basements or low-lying areas during
rainfall and must inspect exposed wiring and electrical pan-
els prior to dispersal.

Civic and road agencies, including the GMDA, MCG,
Municipal Corporation of Manesar (MCM), Haryana Shehri
Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP), Public Works Department
(Buildings and Roads), and the National Highway Authority
of India, have been ordered to prioritise dewatering along
school bus corridors and areas outside schools during the
dispersal windows. Designated nodal officers must remain
physically present at critical waterlogging spots.Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Sonu Bhatt has been desig-
nated the overall monitoring officer and will lead joint weekly
review meetings every Friday with the traffic police, educa-
tion authorities, and civic bodies for the rest of the season.
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34 yrs ago in Ahmedabad, a chilling

 gangland killing – and a saga that continues

GNS News Agency, August 26
Back in the early 1990s, a former Congress leader

and member of the Rajya Sabha named Rauf Valiullah was
brought down by gunshots to his head outside Madhuban
Building in Ahmedabad’s Ellisbridge area. It was one of the
most sensational cases of gangland violence in the city at
the time.Thirty-four years after that politically charged as-
sassination, the Gujarat High Court has ruled that a mem-
ber of the gang whose leader allegedly ordered the hit on
Valiullah must continue to remain in jail.

Iqbal Hussain Dhobi alias Laliyo Kasambhai, a con-
victed member of the Abdul Latif gang that struck terror in
Ahmedabad three decades ago, had filed a plea seeking
premature release after serving the sentence imposed on
him in the 1992 murder case.Advocate Hemant Raval, ap-
pearing for Dhobi, argued that the former gangster had been
acquitted in most of the other criminal cases registered
against him – and that he was not the principal assailant in
the Valiullah case, but only a co-accused.On October 9,
1992, Valiullah, who was general secretary of the Gujarat
Pradesh Congress Committee at the time, was shot in the
head in broad daylight at close range outside Madhuban
Building by an underworld hit team of several armed
men.Valiullah, who was accompanied by an associate
named Pradeep Dave at the time, was allegedly about to
expose a deep criminal-politician nexus before the central
leadership of the Congress party. He had come out of the
building and was about to get in his car when the assailants
struck.

The killing of Valiullah was allegedly ordered by gang-
ster and bootlegger Abdul Latif, a man who started his crimi-
nal career as a gambler-turned-bootlegger, before going on
to having a thriving career in organised crime, with the repu-
tation of being the only known pointsman in Gujarat of
Dawood Ibrahim.‘Raees’, the 2017 film by Rahul Dholakia
that was set largely in Ahmedabad and starred Shah Rukh
Khan, was seen to have close parallels with the life of Abdul
Latif, even though the filmmaker and the actor had denied
these connections.Latif, who was accused in dozens of
cases including the 1993 Bombay blasts, was killed in an
alleged police encounter in Ahmedabad in 1997. The
Valiullah murder was one of the most sensational cases
linked to the gangster – and as recently as in June this year,
the Ahmedabad Crime Branch had swooped on another
accused in the case, Mohammad Taslim Shaikh, who had
jumped parole in 2019.Shaikh, the absconding accused in
the Valiullah murder, was found to be living in Rajasthan
with his family from a second wife.

Hemant Raval, counsel for Dhobi, told the HC that his
client’s role could not be equated with that of the principal
assailant. He stressed that Dhobi was a co-accused and
had been acquitted in most of the other cases lodged against
him.Raval also submitted that Dhobi had served more than

22 years in prison and had received a “good conduct” re-
port from the jail. He had been carrying out the tasks as-
signed to him in jail with responsibility, Raval submitted.The
state government opposed Dhobi’s plea. Counsel for the
state pointed to the case of Dhobi’s co-accused Sajid Ali
alias Danny, and Mohmed Umar Majid Ahmed Pathan alias
Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed Pahelwan, both of whom
had sought premature release after completing their
sentences.The state said that Sajid Ali’s petition challeng-
ing the refusal of his release was pending before the Su-
preme Court.

Valiullah, the Congress Rajya Sabha MP, was 47 years
old when he was killed. The murder was closely linked to
the gunning down of nine persons on August 3, 1992, in-
cluding Hansraj Trivedi, described by the prosecution as
an alleged supplier of illicit liquor, at the Radhika Gymkhana
Club in the Odhav area of Ahmedabad.Police registered a
case in the Gymkhana murder, but the investigation drew
public criticism over the failure to arrest Abdul Latif and
members of his gang, who were perceived to be respon-
sible for the killings.According to the prosecution, mounting
public pressure on the police to nab the accused nudged
Latif and his associates to devise a plan under which some
peripheral members of the gang would surrender, allowing
the principal accused to remain beyond the reach of the
law.The prosecution alleged that Latif sought the assistance
of local Congress party politician Hassankhan
Shamsherkhan Pathan, alias Hassanlala, to facilitate the
surrender.Valiullah, who had allegedly learnt of their plan,
was preparing a memorandum for the Congress party’s high
command to expose what the prosecution described as “a
criminal-political nexus” in the state.According to the pros-
ecution, Valiullah’s opposition to the proposed arrangement
led Abdul Latif and his gang to decide to eliminate him and
‘create such fear that no one else would step forward to
oppose the plan”.The task of killing Valiullah, according to
the prosecution, was entrusted to Rasoolkhan Yakubkhan
Pathan alias Rasool Party and his associates. Rasool Party,
who remains absconding, is also accused in the 2003 as-
sassination of former BJP minister Haren Pandya as one
of the conspirators.

Role of Dhobi, and what happened before the
killingDhobi’s alleged role in the conspiracy figured in his
confessional statement during the trial. According to the
prosecution, he described his association with Rasool Party
and recounted the events leading to Valiullah’s murder.The
prosecution submitted that on October 9, 1992, Dhobi was
summoned through another accused and given a revolver
loaded with six bullets. He was allegedly instructed to shoot
Valiullah if another accused, Mohmed Fighter alias Mohmed
Pahelwan, failed to carry out the killing.Gang members al-
legedly tracked Valiullah for several days. On October 9,
1992, a group of accused was deputed to carry out the kill-
ing. Around 2.30 pm, Valiullah was shot at close range while
entering a Maruti car parked outside Madhuban
Building.Pradeep alias Bakkabhai Nautamlal Dave, who had
accompanied Valiullah and was present at the spot, lodged
the FIR at Ellisbridge police station.A case was registered
for murder and criminal conspiracy, along with offences
under the Arms Act and the Terrorist and Disruptive Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (TADA).The investigation was initially
handled by an Ahmedabad police team but was subse-
quently transferred to the Central Bureau of Investigation.
The CBI filed charges under various provisions of TADA,
the Indian Penal Code and the Arms Act.Two subsequent
charge sheets were also filed, and the three cases were
eventually consolidated for trial before the designated TADA
court.

YouTuber Ajeet Bharti booked for ‘derogatory
remarks’ against MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad
GNS News Agency, August 26
The Delhi Police has booked YouTuber Ajeet Bharti

for allegedly making derogatory remarks against Nagina
MP Chandra Shekhar Aazad during his show — Andolan
Hatao Nautanki — on his YouTube channel.

He was reportedly discussing the issue of reservation
and the protests at Jantar Mantar.The case was registered
at North Avenue Police Station on a complaint lodged by
the Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) on Sunday. Chandra
Shekhar is president of the party and founder of the Bhim
Army.According to the FIR, Bharti allegedly used his public
digital-media platform to publish content in which he repeat-
edly made “caste-based, abusive, humiliating, sexually de-
grading and potentially inflammatory statements” about the
MP and Dr B R Ambedkar.

The screenshot annexed to the complaint identifies the
accused as Ajeet Bharti (@ajeetbharti) and displays a veri-
fied X account.The video and screenshot also identify the
programme as SB79: Reservation Hatao Andolan Nautanki
& More | Saptahik Bakaiti. They display the date and time
as August 22, 2026, at 10:11 pm, with approximately 23,100
views.The complaint stated that the video and screenshot
have been submitted as prima facie electronic evidence
identifying the account and establishing the public circula-
tion of the material.

It further requested the investigating agency to obtain
the original platform records, URL/permalink, account in-

formation, upload data, metadata, views, comments, reposts
and other relevant information directly from the platform
concerned.According to the complaint, the impugned re-
cording contains a continuous sequence of statements con-
cerning caste, reservation, marriage and members of
Scheduled Caste communities. It alleges that the accused
repeatedly invoked caste identity in a derogatory and hu-
miliating context.Police said Bharti has been booked under
sections of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, as well as provisions
relating to promoting enmity between different groups, crimi-
nal intimidation, and Section 67 of the Information Technol-
ogy Act.A police officer said an investigation has been initi-
ated and that Bharti may be called for questioning soon.

Govt monitors onion prices, plans
calibrated buffer releases to check volatility
New Delhi: The government is closely monitoring on-

ion prices, market arrivals and availability across states to
ensure adequate supplies and protect consumers from
undue price volatility, government sources said on Mon-
day, adding that onion availability is currently comfortable
to meet domestic demand in the coming months, supported
by an estimated production of 307.37 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) in 2025-26 which is in line with the previous year’s
production of 307.67 LMT.In addition, buffer stocks are avail-
able for calibrated market intervention, said sources.

The government remains committed to protecting con-
sumer interests while keeping farmer interests at the cen-
tre of its price-stabilisation approach.Onion prices have
generally shown seasonal uptick and volatility from August
-September onwards owing to increased festive season,
weather conditions, supply-chain movements and demand
conditions during this period.Timely bulk release in mandis
and targeted retail sales in major consumption centres play
a critical role in augmenting supplies and moderating un-
due price volatility during the lean season, said
sources.“Consistent with the strategy adopted in previous
years, Onions are being released from buffer stock in cali-

brated manner based on continuous monitoring of prices
and market conditions across states during the current year
as well. The timing, quantity and destination of such releases
are calibrated according to prevailing market conditions and
identified requirements in consumption centres,” according
to government sources.Moreover, initiatives such as Kanda
Express (bulk transportation by rail rakes) enhance logisti-
cal efficiency and facilitate the large-scale movement of
onions across the country.The Kanda Express initiative,
launched in 2024-25, has been scaled up subsequently.

During 2024-25, onion buffer stocks were transported
through 14 railway rakes carrying nearly 12,000 MT of on-
ions to five cities. In 2025-26, operations expanded sub-
stantially, with 86 railway rakes transporting around 88,000
MT of onions to 16 major cities across the country.Building
on the successful experience of the previous year, the trans-
portation and disposal release of onions from Nashik to key
consumption centres commenced from August 24.The ini-
tiative will initially cover five major consumption centres —
Chennai, Madurai, Delhi, Kochi and Guwahati — with addi-
tional destinations to be included subsequently based on
emerging market requirements, said sources.

Reel stars’ year-long feud, social media
 trolling end in midnight ambush at Pune cafe

.A year-long grudge aggravated by relentless social
media trolling between two local ‘reel stars’ culminated in
an attempt to murder inside a Pune eatery on Independence
Day, leading to the arrest of 12 people. Among those ar-
rested are the main conspirators, a notorious history-
sheeter, and both the owner and manager of the eatery
where the attack occurred.According to the Deccan police,
the dispute originated about a year ago following a minor
vehicular collision in the Kaas Pathar area of Satara district
involving engineering student Madhavi Rajesh Kumbhar,
23, and Atharva Pramod Jagtap, 19. Both Madhavi and
Atharva, residents of Kalepadal and Ambegaon respectively,
command active followings on Instagram as content cre-
ators.

“Following the initial altercation, the duo engaged in a
public feud, posting retaliatory videos targeting each other.
The online trolling further fuelled the tension, prompting
Madhavi and her associates to plot an ambush,” said Sub
Inspector Yogesh More.The violent encounter happened in

the early hours of August 15 at Cafe Flying Gypsy in
Shivajinagar on Shirole Road. Around 3.30 am, as Atharva
prepared to leave the premises, the group allegedly am-
bushed him.Atharva attempted to enter the cafe for safety,
but history-sheeter Rahul Sitaram Waghmare, 20, allegedly
pursued him inside and slashed him with a sharp weapon.
Waghmare’s accomplices, including several minors, alleg-
edly assaulted Atharva before fleeing the scene.A police
team rushed to the spot, ensured the injured teenager re-
ceived medical treatment, and began an investigation based
on Atharva’s complaint. The Deccan police registered a
case under charges of attempt to murder and other relevant
provisions.

Series of arrestsUsing CCTV footage from the cafe
and surrounding areas, the police first arrested Madhavi, a
diploma student in electronics and telecommunication, and
her associate Snehal Sanjay Sonke, 20, a fellow content
creator working in real estate.The police tracked down and
arrested the main assailant Rahul Waghmare, who had a
prior criminal record at the Kalewadi police station, along
with co-accused Shivanand Talwar, 21; Aditya Bhalerao,
22; Priyanshu Bhosale, 22; and Prem alias Pamya Salve,
22.On August 19, the police arrested cafe owner Hemant
Patil, 42, and manager Prem Deepak Patil, 21. “The duo
was charged with illegally operating the venue past permis-
sible midnight hours and attempting to destroy evidence by
scrubbing bloodstains from the crime scene,” said SI
More.By August 21, three more suspects, Vaishnavi alias
Siya Ravindra Bhaskar, 22, Samiksha Shailesh Shelke, 21,
and Vaibhav Madhukar Bhagwat, 21, were taken into
custody.The police also apprehended three minors and sent
them to an observation home, while the adult accused have
been remanded to magisterial custody at the Yerwada jail.

 Offices advised WFH tomorrow,
schools to hold online classes

Following heavy rain that inundated several parts of
the Millenium City on Monday, the Gurgaon district admin-
istration urged all corporate offices, as well as government
and private educational institutions, to switch to work from
home (WFH) and online modes on Tuesday (August 25).The
advisory was issued by District Magistrate-cum-Chairper-
son of the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA),
Uttam Singh, to curb traffic snarls and facilitate road and
drainage clearance by civic agencies.

“In view of the heavy rainfall in the district Gurugram
on 24.08.2026, there are chances of waterlogging and traf-
fic congestion. Therefore, all corporate offices and govern-
ment and private schools/institutions in the district are ad-
vised to guide their employees to work from home from
25.08.2026, so that traffic congestion can be avoided and
repair works of roads and drains can be carried out
smoothly by civic agencies,” the official order stated.The
DDMA has forwarded the directive to the District Educa-
tion Officer (DEO) and District Elementary Education Of-
ficer (DEEO) to ensure necessary compliance across all
government and private schools in the district, and to the
Department of Information and Public Relations (DIPRO)
for wide public outreach.

Gurgaon records 75 mm rain in 9 hoursAccording to
data shared by the district administration, Gurgaon tehsil
recorded the highest rainfall in the district at 75 mm be-
tween 8 am and 5 pm on Monday.This was closely followed
by Badshahpur at 65 mm and Wazirabad at 64 mm.Among

other areas, Kadipur and Harsaru sub-tehsils recorded 40
mm of rainfall each, while Manesar clocked 36 mm. Sohna
received 16 mm, Pataudi 12 mm, and Farrukhnagar re-
corded 7 mm of rainfall during the same period.The intense
spell of rain led to heavy waterlogging on several major
stretches, service lanes, and underpasses across the city,
including key junctions along the Delhi-Gurgaon Express-
way, Subhash Chowk — where school buses were stuck
for three hours — and internal sector roads of Sector 45,
52, slowing traffic movement during peak hours.Teams from
the Gurugram Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA)
and the Municipal Corporation of Gurugram (MCG) have
been deployed on ground with mobile pumps and machin-
ery to drain waterlogged roads and de-silt overflowing storm
drains.

Delhi rain disrupts flight operations; several
flights diverted, airlines issue advisories

New Delhi: More than a dozen flights from Delhi Air-
port were rerouted as heavy rain and thunderstorms lashed
Delhi-NCR on Monday, while airlines issued advisories urg-
ing passengers to check their flight status before heading
to the airport, according to multiple reports.Taking to social
media platform X, the airlines said adverse weather condi-
tions were affecting flight operations and schedules.

IndiGo said it was closely monitoring the situation and
advised passengers to check real-time flight updates and
factor in extra travel time due to possible traffic delays.“Bad
weather over #Delhi has impacted flight schedules. We are
closely monitoring the weather and doing our best to get
you where you need to be, safely and smoothly,” IndiGo
wrote on X.Similarly, Air India cautioned that weather-re-
lated disruptions could impact flights to and from Delhi, urg-
ing travellers to verify their flight status before leaving for
the airport.“Adverse weather conditions may impact flight
operations to and from Delhi today,” the airline said.

Akasa Air said severe weather in Delhi had affected
certain flights across its network, while SpiceJet warned
that arrivals, departures and connecting flights could face
delays due to the conditions.“Due to severe weather condi-
tions in Delhi, certain flights across our network have been
impacted. We realize that this may inconvenience your travel
plans and seek your patience and understanding. While this
situation is completely beyond our control, please rest as-

sured that our teams are always ready to assist you,” Akasa
Air posted on X.Meanwhile, the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) issued weather alerts for Delhi, forecasting
heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, lightning and strong gusty
winds in parts of the capital.Earlier, the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) issued travel guidelines for flyers.“Before you
travel, stay informed about local weather conditions at your
departure and arrival cities,” AAI said on X.It also advised
travellers to arrive at the airport well in advance, as rain
could affect road traffic. “Arrive at the airport well in advance
to avoid delays,” the AAI said.

Bank strikes in September to
disrupt services across India

GNS News Agency, August 26Kolkata: Banking ser-
vices across India are likely to be affected in September as
the United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU), an umbrella body
of nine bank employees’ and officers’ associations, has
called for a nationwide strike in two separate spells.

The first strike is scheduled for September 11, followed
by a three-day strike from September 28 to 30. The pro-
tests are expected to significantly disrupt banking opera-
tions, particularly in public sector banks.The disruption will
be more pronounced towards the end of September, with
bank branches already scheduled to remain closed on Sep-
tember 26, the fourth Saturday, and September 27, Sun-
day. The three-day strike on September 28, 29 and 30 will
extend the disruption for five consecutive days.Banking
services will also be affected from September 11 to 13, with
the one-day strike on September 11 followed by the week-
end holidays on September 12 and 13.The UFBU has also
warned of an indefinite strike from October 26 if its demands
are not addressed.

According to a statement issued by the UFBU on
Monday, the four-day strike has been called primarily to

press for the introduction of a five-day working week in the
banking sector and withdrawal of the performance-linked
incentive (PLI) system.Under the five-day working week
demand, all Saturdays and Sundays would be declared
holidays for bank employees. At present, banks generally
remain closed on Sundays and the second and fourth
Saturdays.The UFBU has termed the PLI system discrimi-
natory and contrary to the understanding reached between
bank employees’ unions and the Indian Banks’ Association
(IBA).The unions have also raised concerns over several
unresolved issues related to the next wage revision.

These include updating and improving pension ben-
efits, introducing a uniform dearness allowance formula for
all pensioners and settling other pending demands.The
UFBU said its meeting on Sunday unanimously decided to
launch protest actions to press the demands.

While bank branches will be closed on strike days,
ATM and digital banking services may continue to operate
depending on the bank and availability of cash and techni-
cal services. Customers have therefore been advised to
plan essential branch-based transactions accordingly.
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When Northeast women become
“Others” in Andhra Pradesh

GNS News Agency, August 26Last week’s violence
involving students from Northeast India and local students
at RK Nursing College in Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, raises
questions that go far beyond a single altercation. At its heart
lies a larger concern about the safety, dignity and social
inclusion of young Northeast women who travel thousands
of kilometres from their homes in pursuit of education and
professional mobility.

The incident, which unfolded on 21–22 August, report-
edly began with the theft of a mobile phone belonging to a
Rongmei Naga nursing student. She had left it for charging
in the hostel while taking a shower and was preparing to
travel home the next day. The phone was later recovered
without its SIM card and charger. The alleged offender was
said to be a local student.Missing Belongings

The episode, however, did not emerge in isolation.
Thirty-one students from Manipur, Nagaland and Assam,
including Rongmei, Zeme, and Maring Nagas and Meitei
students, expressed frustration over repeated instances of
missing belongings. Some students claimed that, during
earlier journeys home for holidays, items from their luggage
had gone missing and were subsequently found among the
belongings of other students. Yet, according to them, these
grievances were not subjected to a transparent institutional
inquiry.When the students requested their teacher to file an
FIR over the 21st August case, their request was declined.
Tensions escalated into an argument. Subsequently, some
local students allegedly contacted their parents, following
which a group gathered outside the college with sticks and
stones. Police personnel, including women constables, ar-
rived to control the situation. Six Northeast girls were in-
jured during the confrontation.

The Northeast students alleged that they were pres-
sured to pack their belongings and leave the college, pre-
vented from recording the events, and attempt to physi-
cally separate them by the police. The police reportedly
maintained that they needed to appear strict towards the
Northeast students to calm the local people. The Northeast
women reported that they were denied breakfast and lunch
on 22 August and were left deeply traumatised.The imme-
diate question is what institutional failures allowed unre-
solved grievances to accumulate to the point of
confrontation?If belongings were repeatedly reported miss-
ing, were proper inquiries conducted? Was CCTV footage
examined? Was there a functional grievance-redressal
mechanism through which students could safely register
complaints?For many students from Northeast India, mi-
gration to other parts of the country involves a social trans-
formation. At home, an individual may identify as Meitei,
Naga, Mizo, Khasi, Garo, Assamese or through another
distinct ethnic or tribal identity. Outside the region, however,
these complex identities are often collapsed into a single,
homogenising category—the “Northeasterner”.

Physical appearance, language, food habits and cul-
tural practices can make regional identities unusually vis-
ible. This is where the idea of racialised “othering” becomes
important. Racialised exclusion does not always take the
form of explicit abuse or acts of violence. It operates through
everyday stereotyping, ridicule, suspicion, exclusion or dif-
ferential treatment. This does not mean, however, that ev-
ery disagreement involving a student from Northeast India
should automatically be described as racism. Such con-

clusions must be based on evidence.
Students from Northeast India are increasingly mov-

ing across the country for education and employment. Yet
mobility does not automatically produce inclusion. For them,
a hostel is not merely a place of accommodation. It is her
temporary home. The college, therefore, becomes not only
a site of learning but also an important structure of care,
authority and protection.The young women involved in the
Kakinada episode are not merely students. They are also
migrants, women and members of ethnic communities
whose identities become particularly visible outside their
home region. These social locations intersect to create spe-
cific forms of vulnerability.

A student who is far from home may worry not only
about theft or physical violence, but also about retaliation,
academic consequences, loss of accommodation and the
absence of local support networks.A local student may have
access to family, friends, language and social networks that
a migrant student does not possess. Recognising such dif-
ferences is not a demand for “special treatment”. It is a rec-
ognition that formal equality does not always produce sub-
stantive equality. Treating unequal circumstances as though
they were identical can itself reproduce inequality.

The response to conflict cannot simply be to ask mi-
grant students to “adjust”, remain silent or leave. At the same
time, local students should not be collectively blamed
merely because of their regional identity. Collective blame
would reproduce the same logic of “othering” that we seek
to challenge.One of the dangers in situations such as this
is the rapid transformation of an individual dispute into a
conflict between “locals” and “outsiders”. Once this hap-
pens, individual responsibility can disappear into collective
identity. An incident of this nature can become a regional
conflict. This is why educational institutions must intervene
early, fairly and decisively.

In this case, North East Connect Association (NECA)
Hyderabad intervened to support the Northeast students,
who lacked immediate local support.The reported assur-
ance by the Superintendent of Police that no student would
be forced out of the hostel, along with the warning that ac-
tion could be taken against the institution if the matter was
not properly addressed, is therefore significant. The tem-
porary relocation of the students and efforts to resolve the
situation may provide immediate relief, but the larger ques-
tion remains how the institution can ensure that such inse-
curity does not recur.

Education must also provide protectionThe Kakinada
episode should prompt a broader examination of private
professional institutions that actively recruit students from
across India. Families send their daughters far from home
because they believe education will provide dignity and a
better future. Institutions that enrol students from distant
regions have a corresponding responsibility to ensure ac-
cessible grievance redressal mechanisms, non-discrimi-
natory administrative procedures and protection against
intimidation.

Students cannot be treated merely as enrolment num-
bers or sources of institutional revenue. Educational insti-
tutions must create systems that take these unequal con-
ditions seriously. A “Northeast Cell” should be formed in
every colleges/universities in South India, like Delhi
University.The immediate requirement in the Kakinada case
is a transparent investigation, and those found responsible
for violence, theft or other wrongdoing must be held account-
able through due process. Racialised exclusion is not al-
ways produced through acts of hatred. It can also be sus-
tained through silence, indifference and an unequal willing-
ness to listen.The young Northeast women who travelled
to Andhra Pradesh did not leave home to become symbols
of a regional conflict. They travelled in search of education,
professional opportunity, dignity and a future.The real test
of an inclusive India is not whether people from different
regions can enter the same classroom. It is whether they
can live there with dignity, security and the confidence that,
when they face injustice, the institution will listen to them
and protect them.

Looming US sanctions on Iran
put China oil buying in spotlight

SINGAPORE, GNS News Agency, August 26- China
has for several years been the biggest buyer of Iranian oil,
putting its purchases in the spotlight as the U.S. threatens
heavy economic sanctions on Tehran.Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent was scheduled to hold ?a press conference
at 1 p.m. EDT (1700 GMT) on Monday.

The Reuters Power Up newsletter by columnist Ron
Bousso provides everything you need to know about the
global energy industry. Sign up here.Following are key de-
tails on China's ?oil trade with Iran, which last year aver-
aged 1.4 million barrels per day, according to ship-tracking
firm Kpler.The U.S. renewed its blockade of Iran's ships
and ports on July 13 ?in an attempt to cut off oil sales as a
deal to halt their war broke down, throttlingIranian ?exports.

There have been no visible crossings of the Strait of
Hormuz since then, according to ?Kpler data, although many
vessels turn off their location transponders, making them
difficult to track.Shipments fell to 785,000 ?barrels per day
in June, the lowest since February 2023 and probably rose
in July to 823,000 bpd, but ?the intake so far in August has
dropped to 534,000 bpd, provisional Kpler data showed.

WHO ARE THE CHINESE BUYERS?
Chinese independent refiners have been the main Ira-

nian crude buyers, attracted by what has typically been a
steep discount to mainstream barrels.A drone view shows
a Chinese-flagged oil tanker moored at an oil terminal at
Tsing Yi port in Hong Kong, China March 19, 2026.
REUTERS/Joyce Zhou Purchase Licensing Rights, opens
new tab

China's big state refiners have ?shunned Iranian oil

since 2019, when the U.S. reimposed sanctions on Tehran,
and China's official customs data does ?not show any pur-
chases of Iranian crude.Iranian oil delivered to China has
long been branded as Malaysian, and more recently Indo-
nesian, ?and is ?settled in Chinese currency, trading in a
tight loop involving a chain of difficult-to-track intermediar-
ies, refinery sources and traders involved in the business
have said.

HAVE PREVIOUS U.S. SANCTIONS BEEN
EFFECTIVE?Washington has intensified its efforts to clamp
down on Chinese purchases of Iranian oil since President
Donald Trump returned to the White House early last year,
imposing sanctions on ?mostly smaller Chinese refiners
?and other participants in the ?supply chain, which have in
some cases proven disruptive.The U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment has also warned two larger Chinese banks they could
face secondary sanctions if Iranian funds were found ?mov-
ing through their systems, but has stopped short of desig-
nating them.In April, Washington ?imposed sanctions on
Hengli ?Petrochemical (Dalian) refinery, along with about
40 shipping firms and vessels, accusing Hengli of buying
billions of dollars worth of Iranian oil, escalating its efforts to
curb Tehran's oil revenue. Hengli has denied buying Ira-
nian oil.However, sanctions themselves have done ?little
to ?slow overall flows of Iranian oil into China.China's Ira-
nian oil imports ?stood at 1.24 million and 1.58 million bpd
in January and February, respectively, Kpler data
showed.China, which has said it rejects ?unilateral sanc-
tions, has called for a resolution through diplomatic and
political means.

Trump administration moves to impose
more than $100,000 fee for H-1B worker visas

 President Donald Trump's administration on Monday
released a proposed regulation to codify an unprecedented
more than $100,000 fee on new ?H-1B visas for highly
skilled foreign workers that Trump first imposed last year
but has been blocked by the courts.The fee ?first imposed
by Trumpin a temporary proclamation last year, opens new
tab

vastly raises the cost of the visas that are heavily re-
lied on in the tech, education and research
sectors.Jumpstart your morning with the latest legal news
delivered straight to your inbox from The Daily Docket news-
letter. Sign up here.A federal judge in June ruled that the fee
was illegal and blocked the Trump administration from col-
lecting it. A Boston-based appeals court is reviewing that
decision while a different court considers whether a ?judge
in Washington, D.C., properly rejected a challenge to the
fee by a major business group.Trump's 2025 proclamation
imposing the fee expires ?in September, one year after it
was issued, but directed the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security to adopt regulations making it ?permanent.The pro-
posed $103,265 fee by DHS, posted online in the Federal
Register on Monday to be formally published on Tuesday,
kicks off a 30-day public comment period. The ?rule could
be finalized by the end of the year.The H-1B program al-
lows U.S. employers to hire foreign workers with training in
specialty fields and offers ?65,000 visas annually, with an-
other 20,000 for workers with advanced degrees, approved
for three to six years.sharply increased the cost of obtain-
ing some H-1B visas, which had typically come with about
$2,000 to $5,000 in fees, depending on various factors.

DEBATE OVER VISA PROGRAMTrump, a Republi-

can, and other critics of the H-1B program say it is abused
by many ?companies who replace American workers with
cheaper foreign labor. But business groups and many indi-
vidual companies have said the visa program is needed to
address ?a lack of qualified American workers for some
jobs and to allow U.S. businesses to recruit top talent.About
70 employers had paid the $100,000 fee on a total of ?85
visa ?applications as of late February, according to court
filings.In imposing the fee, Trump invoked the president's
power under federal immigration law to restrict the entry of
certain foreign nationals who would be detrimental to U.S.
interests.

The fee is being challenged by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, the largest U.S. business lobbying group,
Democratic-led states and a coalition of unions and em-
ployers. Those lawsuits could be amended to challenge the
rule proposed this week once it is finalized.

LEGAL CHALLENGES MOUNTThe lawsuits claim
that ?Trump's power to restrict entry does ?not allow him to
override the ?law that created the H-1B visa program. The
states and groups that sued also say that the Homeland
Security Department cannot impose fees, taxes or other
means to generate revenue for the United States without
permission from Congress.The ?Trump administration has
maintained that the fee is not a traditional tax and that courts
have little power ?to question the president's ?authority to
restrict entry into the country.Amid Trump's broader immi-
gration crackdown, employers last year registered for about
344,000 H-1B visas, down more than 25% from 2024 and
fewer than half of the 794,000 visas sought in 2023, ac-
cording todata, opens new tabfrom U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services.The Trump administration has also
ordered enhanced vetting of H-1B applicants ?and proposed
?a new visa selection process that would favor higher-skilled
and better-paid workers. Earlier in August, ?the Department
of Homeland Security in a separate rule

added fees of up to $4,500, opens new tabto applica-
tions to extend the stay of H-1B workers or to transfer em-
ployees based in other countries to the ?United
States.Reporting by Daniel Wiessner in Albany, New York;
Additional reporting by Daphne Psaledakis and Susan
Heavey in Washington; Editing by Alexia Garamfalvi and
Matthew LewisOur Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust
Principles., opens new tabDan Wiessner (@danwiessner)
reports on labor and employment and immigration law, in-
cluding litigation and policy making. He can be reached at
daniel.wiessner@thomsonreuters.com.

Trump's Kim gambit deepens doubts over
US reliability at a key moment for Asia

TOKYO/TAIPEI/NEW DELHI,- Donald Trump's olive
branch to North Korea's Kim Jong Un at the expense of a
long-standing ally comes at a pivotal moment for U.S. se-
curity ?ties in Asia, as partners from Japan to India reas-
sess how much they can rely on Washington.The U.S.
president's abrupt decision to cut back military drills with
South Korea last week, which he described ?as hostile to
Pyongyang, has reinforced fears that Trump's
unpredictability could strain alliances that have long main-
tained peace in the region, government officials and secu-
rity experts said.

Make sense of global markets with the Trading Day
newsletter. Sign up here.Japan worries it too could find it-
self in Trump's cross-hairs as it embarks on thorny secu-
rity negotiations; Taiwan is warily watching an upcoming
summit between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping;
and India is growing less certain of its place in Washington's
strategic calculus."The decision will certainly fuel growing
doubts in the region about U.S. security commitments," said
Jeremy Chan, a senior analyst with political risk consultancy
?Eurasia Group and former U.S. diplomat in Japan and
China.

Adding to the anxiety, the United States cancelled an-
other military exercise with South Korea scheduled for next
month, Seoul said on Monday, after Washington cited con-
straints on U.S. ?forces due to the Iran war.Trump has been
frustrated by the failure of U.S. allies to support the war and
made it clear that many of them must spend ?more on their
own defence, a White House official said when asked about
such concerns.He is eager to restart talks with North Ko-
rea and secure a win on the international stage to counter
his unpopular conflict with Iran, according to a ?person
briefed on discussions between U.S. and South Korean of-
ficials.

'EXTREMELY TROUBLING' FOR TOKYOTrump's
push to meet Kim - which has so far drawn a frosty re-
sponse from Pyongyang - could backfire and embolden
nuclear-armed North Korea, said Itsunori Onodera, an in-
fluential Japanese lawmaker ?and former defence
minister.Such a prospect is "extremely troubling" for To-
kyo, he said on a Fuji TV news programme last Thursday.
Despite Trump's overtures, Pyongyang fired a volley of
ballistic missiles off its east coast earlier that day, trigger-
ing alerts in neighbouring South Korea and Japan.

What worries Japanese officials more is Trump's ap-
proach as Tokyo embarks on talks with Washington over
how much it should pay towards the cost of hosting U.S.
forces, America's largest overseas deployment.Japan is
bracing for the possibility that Trump could, with little warn-
ing, demand a sharp hike that would ?be politically difficult
to swallow, said a senior Japanese government official, re-
questing anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter.Trump
could also wield upcoming U.S. military exercises with Ja-
pan in October as leverage, analysts say. Officials in Wash-
ington and Tokyo ?said they did not expect the exercises
to be curtailed, though Trump could change his mind at any
point, they cautioned.The drills, known as Keen Sword, may
already be smaller than their 2024 iteration because of the
diversion of U.S. assets and personnel ?to the conflict ?with
Iran.That shift - which recently saw America's only forward-
deployed aircraft carrier in Asia, the USS George Wash-
ington, depart for the Middle East to relieve the beleaguered
USS Abraham Lincoln - has stirred concern that U.S. de-
terrence against China is being eroded.During a visit to Asia
this month, Pentagon policy chief Elbridge Colby said work-
ing with allies to ensure combat readiness along the so-
called first island chain that runs from Japan through the
Philippines is a priority for Washington.

TRUMP, XI AND TAIWANNowhere are concerns
about China's growing military pressure more acute than in
Taiwan, the democratically governed island claimed by
Beijing.Trump has held up approval of a $14 billion pack-
age of arms sales to Taipei in order to maintain warm rela-
tions and a fragile trade truce with ?China's Xi.

As Trump prepares for his latest round of ?summitry
with Xi in Washington next month, officials in ?Taipei say
they expect Washington will at the very least carve up the

arms sales into smaller chunks to try and avoid upsetting
Beijing too much.Domingo Yang of the Taiwan defence
ministry's think tank, the Institute for National Defence and
Security Research, says there is a distinction between
Trump's rhetoric and actual U.S. behaviour, noting U.S. in-
telligence sharing, training and patrols ?with Taiwan remain
substantial.A U.S. Navy aircraft transited the Taiwan Strait
on Friday in a move the United States described as dem-
onstrating its "commitment to a free and open Indo-
Pacific."Trump's ?latest actions have also rocked confi-
dence ?in India, where the U.S. risks squandering years of
efforts to draw New Delhi closer as a counterweight to Rus-
sia and China, security analysts say.It also comes after
the Pentagon's decision in June to rename its Asia military
headquarters to Pacific Command from Indo-Pacific Com-
mand, a move some analysts say is a sign India is no longer
as strategically important to Washington.

The Pentagon denied any such shift. But Trump's steep
tariffs on Indian exports and repeated claims that he had
mediated an India-Pakistan ceasefire had ?already exas-
perated New ?Delhi. Officials there are now "very, very cau-
tious" about committing to long-term defence deals with
Washington, according to two Indian sources with knowl-
edge of the ?matter."The latest decision only reinforces
President Trump's transactional view of foreign affairs and
serves as a reminder that differences over specific poli-
cies, even among allies, can carry costs for the broader
bilateral relationship," said Pearl Pandya, senior analyst at
Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, a conflict monitor-
ing group.

Reporting by ?John Geddie, Yukiko Toyoda, Nobuhiro
Kubo and Tim Kelly in Tokyo; Ben Blanchard in Taipei; Aftab
Ahmed in New Delhi; Greg Torode in Hong Kong; and
Michael Martina, Idrees Ali, Trevor Hunnicutt and Phil
Stewart in Washington; Editing by Lincoln Feast.Our Stan-
dards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles., opens new
tabJohn is the lead writer for Japan & Greater China, re-
porting on everything from elections to earthquakes. Previ-
ously based in Singapore and London, his work has received
several journalism accolades, including a 2022 SOPA
Award for Excellence in Reporting on the Environment.Ben
joined Reuters as a company news reporter in Shanghai in
2003 before moving to Beijing in 2005 to cover Chinese
politics and diplomacy. In 2019 Ben was appointed the Tai-
wan bureau chief covering everything from elections and
entertainment to semiconductors.Aftab Ahmed is Reuters'
South Asia Chief Correspondent for Politics, based in New
Delhi. He leads coverage of political developments, gov-
ernment policy, defence, security and elections across
South Asia. During his career, he has reported on some of
the region's most significant stories, including India-Paki-
stan tensions and conflict, India-China relations, civil un-
rest and protest movements, and major economic and busi-
ness developments. His reporting provides readers with on-
the-ground insight into the political, diplomatic, security and
economic forces shaping South Asia.

Make sense of global markets with the Trading Day
newsletter. Sign up here.Japan worries it too could find
itself in Trump's cross-hairs as it embarks on thorny se-
curity negotiations;

Tata Power commissions 190.5 MW
FDRE project in Rajasthan

New Delhi: Tata Power Renewable Energy on Mon-
day said that it has commissioned a 190.5 MW firm and
dispatchable renewable energy (FDRE) project at Kalasar,
Bikaner, in Rajasthan.This is part of a bigger 460 MW FDRE
project, a company statement said. FDRE is green power
paired with energy storage to ensure on-demand electricity
delivery.The project marks another significant milestone in
India’s clean energy journey by integrating large-scale so-
lar generation with advanced energy storage and grid sup-
port technologies to deliver reliable, dispatchable renewable
power, it stated.
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Eight States with international
borders, 0.13% of exports

The megalithic dolmens of
Kodaikanal dating back to 5,000 years

When U.S. President Donald Trump signed off on an
additional 25% tariffs on imports from India in August 2025,
citing trade deficits, the buying of Russian crude, and retal-
iatory precedent, New Delhi responded with its usual pos-
ture — of measured language, closed-door diplomacy and
no public retaliation. The choreography was familiar. Wash-
ington struck, India absorbed. Official narratives framed it
as another episode in bilateral turbulence. But these tariffs
cut along fault lines that run inside the country, not just be-
tween two capitals. What they expose is not just a trade
imbalance but also a deeper spatial imbalance that New Delhi
has long refused to reckon with.India’s export economy is
heavily centralised. The four States of Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka account for more than 70% of
all merchandise exports. For Gujarat alone, it is over 33%.
This concentration is no accident. There has been an align-
ment of infrastructure, incentives, and political continuity in
these zones for decades. Meanwhile, India’s most popu-
lous States, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh,
remain on the margins, with barely 5% of the country’s out-
bound trade between them.A marginalisation of the north-
east

Then there is the northeast, whose place in India’s ex-
port economy is marginal by design. Eight States, with over
5,400 kilometres of international borders, account for just
0.13% of national exports. There is no operational trade cor-
ridor linking them to foreign markets. And, no logistical infra-
structure to support volume or role in shaping policy. Instead,
what exists is a security apparatus calibrated for
counterinsurgency and surveillance. Trade has never been
part of the mandate.The northeast remains structurally un-
represented in the institutions that shape India’s economic
future. Not a single member of the Prime Minister’s Eco-
nomic Advisory Council hails from the region. The Board of
Trade, tasked with steering India’s export strategy, has no
substantive voice from Mizoram, Tripura, or Arunachal
Pradesh. Schemes such as Remission of Duties and Taxes
on Exported Products (RoDTEP) and the Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) are rolled out with fanfare in industrial belts
stretching from Gujarat to Tamil Nadu. But the hills and the
valleys of the northeast are left to navigate global markets
without infrastructure, without logistics, and without institu-
tional leverage. This is not mere bureaucratic oversight. It is
a cold calculation that the region can be symbolically em-
braced, yet economically orphaned. As recently as 2024,
the Directorate General of Foreign Trade’s strategic export
plan had 87 pages without a single section on the northeast’s
corridors. The omission was not protested. It was simply
assumed.In Assam, the tea economy is fraying. Prices stag-
nate, labour shortages persist, and estates are stretched
thin. A 25% tariff hike in key western markets threatens to
push margins below viability. “We’re holding on with finger-
tips,” said a Dibrugarh planter who oversees over 500 work-
ers. “If the US [United States] and EU [European Union] buy-
ers cut orders, we’ll have to start scaling back operations
immediately.”

The region accounts for more than half of India’s total
tea output, but almost none of the high-value packaging or
branding. The bulk is still CTC-grade, sold in auctions, ex-
posed to every market swing. Buyers are in reassessment
mode and cost-cutting has begun in the Upper Assam belt
and the Dooars. Wages are flatlining. Inputs are thinning.
The next to go will be jobs.At Numaligarh, the refinery runs
like a nervous artery through Assam’s energy spine. Most
of its crude still comes from Oil India and Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation Limited fields nearby, but that is changing.
The expansion to nine million metric tonnes per annum
means that it must look outward toward Paradip, and, in-

creasingly, toward discounted Russian cargoes.That is
where the risk brews. Washington’s tariff play, framed partly
as a response to India’s Russian alignment, casts a long
shadow here. If the next round of sanctions hardens or ship-
ping lanes tighten, it will not show up in Mumbai’s balance
sheets. It will be Golaghat that will shudder.A silent border
with Myanmar, ASEANSince the 2021 coup in Naypyidaw,
trade across the India-Myanmar frontier has thinned. High-
ways once envisioned as arteries of regional integration now
vanish into checkpoints, chokepoints, and bureaucratic fog.
Once porous and alive with exchange, the border now
speaks in silence.India’s two principal gateways to Myanmar,
Zokhawthar in Mizoram and Moreh in Manipur, have with-
ered into skeletal outposts. Once central to Act East dreams,
they now function more as securitised bottlenecks than trade
hubs. Infrastructure remains performative — roads exist on
paper, customs offices are understaffed, and cold-chain fa-
cilities are nowhere to be found. The scrapping of the Free
Movement Regime in 2024 was the final blow, severing not
just trade but also kinship, daily life and the interwoven econo-
mies of the hills.Surveillance replaced commerce. These
are no longer corridors of trade but containment grids, struc-
tured by counterinsurgency logic rather than market demand.
Where goods do not move, troops do. And as infrastructure
decays, these towns slide from economic relevance into
strategic emptiness, mapped not for connectivity but for
control. The border is open only to the idea of closure.The
northeast was once mapped as India’s strategic region, a
bridge to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. The
bridge never left the drawing board. In policy circles, trade
resilience now means shifting from one product category to
another, electronics to semiconductors, textiles to pharma.
Geography is not a part of the equation. The assumption is
fixed — trade flows through the same corridors that served
colonial ports and post-Independence industrial clusters. The
northeast remains outside that frame, not by oversight, but
by design.Asia’s moves, India’s inertia

As China consolidates its grip over northern Myanmar
through infrastructure investments, militia alliances and a
growing intelligence footprint, India continues to squander
its own flanks. The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral High-
way, which begins at Moreh, now vanishes into the jungle.
Surveillance, not commerce, defines India’s frontier stance.
Where goods do not cross, border forces do. And when
movement is reduced to patrols, borderlands do not stay
still; they drift toward disorder.What is required is not rein-
vention but basic state function. Trade runs on roads, not
rhetoric. It moves through warehouses, not white papers. In
the northeast, those arteries are missing. Infrastructure is
sporadic, and policy presence is thinner still. New Delhi may
ink a free trade agreement with London and issue joint state-
ments in Washington, but the substance of those agreements
rarely crosses the Siliguri Corridor. The northeast remains
unintegrated in both design and delivery. India effectively
negotiates global trade while ignoring the geographies that
could anchor it.

By treating Mr. Trump’s tariffs as a passing irritant, In-
dia sidesteps the deeper structural fault — its trade economy
is spatially lopsided. A flood in Gujarat or a labour strike in
Tamil Nadu is enough to choke the national pipeline. That is
not dispersion, it is dependence. The global chessboard has
shifted. Supply chains are in motion. China is repositioning
capital. Southeast Asia is building alternative corridors. In-
dia claims a role in the Indo-Pacific equation, but its export
architecture still rests on a few coastal enclaves. Strategic
talk rings hollow when the eastern frontier remains discon-
nected from the commerce map.A state cannot claim re-
gional heft while its eastern flank remains economically brittle.
The northeast has never asked for slogans. It requires the
minimum grammar of statecraft: roads that reach markets,
policies that recognise geography, and governance that sees
beyond electoral math. For decades, the region has been
told to wait through insurgencies, ceasefires, and empty
policy acronyms. But the world is moving. Trade disruptions
are more frequent. Corridors are shifting. And delay now
resembles design.No single tariff will break India, but repeated
regional omissions erode the idea of a cohesive economy.
This is not a call for retaliation. It is a demand to reframe
resilience, not as a concentration of strength, but as the ability
to absorb shocks from every part of the map. Until then, the
blind spot stays intact.

In the early 1910s, the road to Kodaikanal was a work
in progress. Workers were widening the bridle path formed
in 1878 to reach the star-shaped lake formed by the then
Collector of Madurai, Sir Vere Henry Levinge, in 1863. For
the British, the hills and their salubrious climate offered a
respite from the wilting heat of the plains. The workers were
toiling to complete a motorable road envisaged by Major G.C.
Law. But for the earliest recorder of the dolmens of
Kodaikanal, Father A. Anglade, it was a period of anxiety
and suspense. The road was completed in 1914 and opened
by 1916. But even before the road was laid, using the bridle
path, a dirt road used by the Paliyar tribes, Jesuit priests
had gone up the hills to found the Sacred Heart College at
Shembaganur in 1895.

The first surveyThis seminary, a monastic place for
meditation and rejuvenation of the spirit, also allowed Jesuit
priests to indulge in their passion for biology and history. It
was here — where the only sounds were the chirping of
birds, the soft whisper of rain, or, on long nights, the loud
buzz of cicadas carried by a cool breeze — that Reverend
A. Anglade S.J. and Reverend L. V. Newton S.J. wrote The
Dolmens of the Pulney Hills, a work later compiled in the
1928 edition of Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia.

The work was seen as a pressing need by the Fa-
thers. As it was said, “The destruction still goes on near the
villages and along the roads. The best group of the dolmens
of Machur near the Forest Bungalow at a sharp turn of the
ghat road, and a little beyond the 18th milestone, was greatly
damaged by the road-makers some years ago and use is
being made of what remains to repair walls and culverts
whenever there is need, which is rather often.”Along with
the Paliyar men, Father Anglade, also a well-known bota-
nist, and Father Newton may have traversed the dips and
hollows of the hills, recording the dolmens and the rich flora
and fauna of this unique region. Struck by the numerous
dolmens scattered in these crevices and a pattern, they
started the first survey of the dolmens in the hills.The
dolmens, which are megalithic structures, could be dated to
beyond 5,000 years. Father Anglade writes, “From the
present site and position of the dolmens and from the rough
materials seen close by...it is comparatively easy to form
an idea of the process of construction. Neither on the stones
used for the wall nor on the slabs of the chambers is there
any mark of cutting or dressing with any instrument.”He
imagines that maybe the chief of the tribe chose a particular
spot to build the dolmens and the number of chambers was
determined according to the number of slabs available in
the immediate vicinity with the size depending on the actual
dimensions of the slabs. The builders would have been en-
tirely dependent on the natural quarries nearby. As a result,
in Kodaikanal, most of the dolmens are invariably erected
on rocky ridges or slopes or immediately below a large ex-

panse of rock. Even today, at some of the sites, one can
see slabs of various dimensions lying detached from the
surface of the rock owing to the vagaries of nature.Another
interesting observation made by these early archaeologists
was that the large cap-stone that was placed on top of the
four vertical slabs had a gentle slope. This led rainwater to
flow away from the dolmens. The dolmens also had an open-
ing at the lower end to prevent rainwater from accumulating
in the chambers.A research paper written by R. N. Kumaran
and M. Saranya, ‘(Pre) Iron Age Burials of Thandikudi, Tamil
Nadu’, in 2015 says Thandikudi was well connected by major
traditional trade routes. “One of the trade routes that con-
nects Musiri on the West Coast and Madurai in the hinter-
land passes through Pollachi, Palani, Dindgul, and Madurai.
The villages — Palamalai, Perumalmalai, Machhur,
Pannaikadu, Thandikudi and Kadavumalai — were on this
trade route,” the paper says. And the early records of
dolmens, cists, urns, and cairn-circles are found on this route.
This showcases the density of the population that had re-
sided in these hills so many centuries before the early Pandya
period when the trade routes had been established.In an-
other work, Archaeological Investigations at Thandikudi, by
K. Rajan, N. Athiyaman, VP Yatees Kumar, and M. Saranya
in 2008, it is said the terrain may have played a great role for
the early inhabitants of the region. “Nearly 90% of the ar-
chaeological sites of this region fall within the range of 4000-
5000 feet above mean sea level. This altitude provides a
congenial environment for the growth of forest products like
pepper and cardamom,” the article says. For the forest-gath-
erers of the bygone days, this may have been one of the
reasons to inhabit tracts in this altitude.In 2004, the first phase
of excavation was done in the burial site that occupies about
40 hectares on the right bank of the Marudanadhi. It extends
along the right bank, starting from the Forest Bungalow on
the west to Bommakadu on the east.From artefacts such
as black and red ware and beads of carnelian that have been
excavated from some of these megalithic structures, the
archaeologists infer that the pre-Iron Age graves may have
been located at the highest point of the burial complex that
would have been just opposite the habitation mound on the
other bank.Dolmens, a type of megalithic tomb, at Pethuparai
on Kodaikanal hill in Tamil Nadu

And as the burial complex grew over the years, the
graves moved progressively away from the habitation. The
explorations by the Jesuit Fathers and the subsequent ex-
cavations carried out in the pepper and cardamom planta-
tions in the lower Palani hills reveal continuous occupation
from the pre-Iron Age to the present day.At Pethuparai near
Perumal Malai, one can see on a gently sloping ridge,
dolmens that have been fenced by the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI). At Thandikudi, the dolmens are vanish-
ing, and some have slowly disappeared under thick vegeta-
tion. It may have been a premonition of Father Anglade when
he writes in his work, “Out of the three groups near Neutral
Saddle, at the foot of Perumal Malai, the smallest one was
completely destroyed...and another greatly damaged in May
1925. If such destruction can take place in our days and
under our eyes, it needs no special gift of prophecy to fore-
see that before long not a single stone along the public road
and within the reach of contractors and their coolies will es-
cape their ravages.”Lobbo Christian, who works at Sacred
Heart College digitising the numerous old records, fears that
the prophecy may come true as only less than 50% of the
dolmens, recorded by the Jesuit Fathers, can be seen pre-
cariously standing in these hills, revealing the crucial role
this region played in the ancient history of Tamil Nadu.

Kodavas confused over how to record religious
identity in socio-economic survey in Karnataka

The Kodava community appears to be in a dilemma
over how to record their identity in the ongoing Social and
Educational Survey being conducted by the government of
Karnataka. At the heart of the debate is whether Kodavas
should be registered as followers of the Hindu religion or as
adherents of a separate ‘Kodava’ faith.“We will not be evalu-
ating on the basis of religion, and information is being sought
under a broader category”Madhusudan NaikChairperson,
Karnataka Backward Classes Commission

A section of community leaders have been urging
Kodavas to declare ‘Kodava’ in the caste, language, and
religion columns, while another section has been appealing
to people to continue identifying themselves as ‘Hindu’ in
religion column.“This survey could help establish a record
for the future, especially when the Central Government car-
ries out its census. We are encouraging people to docu-
ment their identity as Kodava, but it is entirely
voluntary”Paradanda Subramani KaverappaPresident,
Akhila Kodava SamajaParadanda Subramani Kaverappa,
president of the Akhila Kodava Samaja, maintained that the
community should be recorded as ‘Kodava’ across all three
categories.“Before the 1941 census, Kodavas were classi-
fied as a rare and distinct tribal group. Kodavas do not fol-
low caste divisions, sects, or a formalised religion,” he
argued.The small population of Kodavas, which has been
shrinking in recent decades, risks losing its unique cultural
essence if subsumed within larger communities, he added.

Mr. Kaverappa acknowledged that there are differing
viewpoints within the community. A recent meeting con-
vened by the Samaja failed to arrive at a consensus. He
said that the choice ultimately rests with individuals.“There
is no compulsion. Each family can decide for themselves.
This survey is only meant to reflect the current social and
economic situation of communities to the government,” Mr.
Kaverappa said.He clarified that documenting Kodavas un-
der a separate religion would not alter existing practices.
“Even if people mention Kodava as their religion, traditional
rituals, temple worship, and the influence of Hindu prac-
tices will continue as they always have. Our customs have
drawn inspiration from Hinduism for generations,” he
explained.Mr Kaverappa highlighted concerns among
Kodava youth regarding shrinking opportunities. He said
recognising Kodava as a distinct category could eventually
open doors to benefits, such as reservations.“This survey

could also help establish a record for the future, especially
when the Central Government carries out its census. We
are encouraging people to document their identity as Kodava,
but it is entirely voluntary,” he addedDebate over identityOn
the other side of the debate, several leaders from the com-
munity have been appealing to Kodavas to continue identi-
fying with Hinduism.“Our culture reflects Hindu traditions,
be it the worship of Naga and Aiyappa deities in our homes
and villages, or the celebration of festivals like Tula
Sankramana and Puthari, which follow Hindu customs,” said
A. Manu Muthappa, former president of the Napoklu Kodava
Samaja.Some Kodava families have been holding discus-
sions in their ainmane (ancestral homes) on how the reli-
gion column should be filled in during the survey.Mohan
Devaiah, a resident of Ponnampet, said, “I have come
across several videos from different clans where meetings
were convened, and decisions were taken to either mark
Hindu or Kodava under the religion category.Recognition of
Kodava communityThe Codava National Council (CNC) has
launched a campaign urging Kodavas to declare their iden-
tity solely as ‘Kodava’ in all three columns. CNC president
Nandineravanda U. Nachappa said, “This is about cultural
survival and legal recognition. Only when the government
documents us as Kodava across all categories can we pre-
serve our uniqueness.”Karnataka Backward Classes Com-
mission Chairperson Madhusudan Naik has said that there
is not much significance for the religion column in the enu-
meration in the current survey since religion does not come
under the purview of the commission. “We will not be evalu-
ating on the basis of religion, and information is being sought
under a broader category,” he had said.

Why India’s urban definition
 is failing its growing towns

Registrar General of India (RGI) and Census Com-
missioner Mrityunjay Kumar Narayan in a letter dated Au-
gust 14 to the States’ Directorates of Census Operations
(DCO) said, “It is proposed to retain the same definition for
urban areas for Census 2027 as this will ensure compara-
bility with the previous Census and provide the basis for
analysis of urbanisation trends in the country.”In the 2011
Census, an urban unit was defined as either a statutory town
or a census town. Statutory towns are areas that are for-
mally notified as urban by the State government. They have
urban local bodies like municipal corporations, municipal
councils and nagar panchayats. All other places that satis-
fied the following criteria -- a minimum population of 5,000,
at least 75% of the male main working population engaged
in non-agricultural activities, and a population density of at
least 400 persons per sq. km -- are classified as census
towns. The census towns remain administratively rural, but
they function like urban areas.

What are the limitations?
In India, urban local bodies are more autonomous and

have more freedom and control over their finances, while
Panchayati Raj institutions are limited to implementing cen-
trally designed welfare schemes. Hence, urban status, if
granted to a settlement, would imply development of the
area.The current definition of urban and rural areas is a bi-
nary that ignores the complex and evolving nature of the
settlements in India. It fails to take into account the settle-
ments that fall in the spectrum between rural and urban.
Rapid urbanisation is transforming many villages into towns
both in function and form, yet these areas often lack formal
recognition and remain under rural governance. As a re-
sult, settlements such as census towns and peri-urban re-
gions -- despite having dense populations, non-agricultural
livelihoods, and urban lifestyles -- remain excluded from
urban governance structures and infrastructure provision,
leading to gaps in planning, services, and resource
allocation.The gap between functional urbanisation and for-
mal recognition is particularly evident in the case of census
towns in West Bengal. Data from the 2001 and 2011 Cen-
suses show that a significant number of settlements clas-
sified as census towns in 2001 continued to be governed
by rural local bodies even a decade later. West Bengal ex-
perienced the highest increase in the number of census
towns, with 526 new census towns identified in 2011. How-
ever, 251 settlements that had already been classified as
census towns in 2001 saw no change in governance status
by 2011. They remained outside the municipal system and
under rural governance frameworks. This situation highlights
how many areas meeting the demographic and economic
criteria for urban classification are not being ‘municipalised’—
that is, not being converted into statutory towns with elected
urban local bodies. The West Bengal case underscores how
the current approach to urban classification lags behind on
the ground realities, leaving many urbanised settlements
stuck in a rural governance structure that is ill-equipped to
manage urban-level infrastructure, services, and planning
needs.

What are the implications?

As India prepares for its next Census, it is crucial to
revisit and revise the definition of what qualifies as “urban.”
A 2019 research paper titled “Missing millions:
undercounting urbanisation in India”, published in the jour-
nal Population and Environment, stresses the importance
of population size and density in defining what is ‘urban. ’
The study shows that relying solely on a narrow framework
— such as a population size above 5,000 and the percent-
age of non-agricultural workers — can result in a substan-
tial undercount of urban populations. It experimented with
different density thresholds (for example, 400 people/km²,
1,000 people/km²) to test how many settlements would
qualify as urban under each threshold. The study says that
depending on the density cut-off used, the percentage of
people living in urban areas in 2011 could be anywhere be-
tween 35% and 57%, far higher than the official Census
estimate of 31%.Many settlements that appear rural on
paper actually form part of larger, informal urban clusters
that lack any recognition under current Census methods,
simply because they fall outside municipal limits or are di-
vided across administrative units.

The 75% male workforce rule is outdated; small towns
may not meet this threshold, yet show clear urban traits.
Industries, service jobs, and gig economy work are spread-
ing into villages and semi-urban areas, blurring rural–urban
distinctions.

The rule also fails to take into account those who en-
gage in both agricultural and non-agricultural work, often
seasonally or concurrently. Many people in semi-rural and
transitional areas commute daily or seasonally to nearby
towns or cities for work, while still maintaining ties to agri-
culture, either through land ownership or seasonal farming.
The expansion of app-based and gig economy jobs into
smaller towns and semi-urban or rural areas highlights how
urban-type employment is no longer confined to tradition-
ally urban centres. The ‘male workforce’ criterion is also
problematic, as it ignores the women’s informal or unpaid
work.Hence, retaining the outdated definition of ‘urban’ in
the 2027 Census risks misclassifying millions,
undercounting urbanised areas, and excluding rapidly grow-
ing settlements from appropriate governance and services.
A rigid, binary framework no longer reflects India’s evolving
settlement patterns — and failing to revise it will only widen
existing gaps in planning, infrastructure, and inclusion.
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How does plastic pollution
affect health? | Explained

The story so far: Around 180 countries have failed to
find consensus on an internationally binding legal agree-
ment that sought to restrict plastic pollution. Talks in Geneva
remained deadlocked on the issue late this week. While
there is already a United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)-backed resolution on the need for such a move,
only a binding agreement will actually force countries to take
concrete action. However, countries are divided on several
questions: should they address plastic waste alone or in-
clude plastic production?; should developing countries be
funded by developed countries for the purpose? The key
point of contention is the role of plastics in health.

What are the challenges from plastic?
No material symbolises the global, industrialised, con-

sumption-based economy like plastic. The chemical con-
stituents of plastics are polymers, and they can be natural
— like cellulose, lignin, and are the basis of nearly every-
thing in nature — or made in labs. Polymers derived from
fossil fuel and then shaped into objects are in general called
‘plastic.’ As a derivative of crude oil, it has the ability to be
moulded into a nearly infinite variety of objects, from critical
things, including aircraft and medical equipment, to cosmetic
items such as tinsel, baubles and packaging. Add to that its
low cost of production relative to materials such as glass
and aluminium. The ubiquity of plastics and the fact that it is
cheap has led to it being the prime source of litter and a
symbol of the collapse of waste management
systems.However, plastic’s flexibility also implies its per-
sistence. Plastics are mixtures of various types that include
monomers, polymers, and chemical additives. There are
more than 16,000 chemicals potentially used or present in
plastic materials and products. There is little or no informa-
tion about the potential impact on human health or the envi-
ronment by over 10,000 of these chemicals. A report last
year in the journal Nature concluded that more than 4,000
chemicals of concern can be present in each major plastic
type, such as PVC, polyurethanes, PET, polyethylene and
others. Given that most of these are synthetic and non-
biodegradable, public opinion has generally focussed on
recycling or waste management. Over the years, however,
there has been a body of scientific investigation into how
these chemicals — that are indestructible — may make
their way into living organisms in rivers, oceans, land and
ultimately inside people.

What is evidence that plastic harms health?
Ethylene, propylene, styrene and their derivatives are

commonly used to make plastic. Ethylene derivatives such
as polypropene (PP), low-density polyethylene (LDPE), lin-
ear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE), high-density poly-
ethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
comprise the largest portion of downstream petrochemi-
cals used to make plastic packaging. However, manufac-
turing them requires a range of other chemicals, several of
which are monomers (the building blocks of polymers).
These include bisphenols, phthalates, polychlorinated-biphe-
nyls (PCB), polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), and
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). They are used
to produce food containers, drink bottles, teething toys, poly-
ester, intravenous bags, cosmetics, paints, electronic com-
ponents, adhesives and sealants.For years, there have been
a bulk of studies where medical researchers have investi-
gated if exposure to these chemicals, via the products used,
is having a discernible impact on health. Earlier this month,
Boston College in the U.S. and Australia’s Minderoo Foun-
dation launched a dashboard that compiled such evidence.
There are around 1,100 primary studies involving about 1.1
million individuals that have linked changes in thyroid func-
tion, hypertension, kidney and testicular cancer, and ges-
tational diabetes to exposure to these chemicals. The vast
proportion of these individuals studied are in the developed
world. Nearly, all of these studies are “associative”, in the
sense that the measured disease outcome could be a re-
sult of exposure to the chemicals as well as a range of other
factors, and it is not always possible to tease apart indi-
vidual effects.The true “gold standard” of exposure is a “lon-
gitudinal study”, where a fixed group of people are tracked
over a long time to discern the effects of chemical expo-
sure, but this is time consuming. There are studies under-
way, said Dr. Sarah Paul, neuroscientist and head of Plas-
tics and Human Health, Minderoo, to evaluate if a group of
people who were consciously less exposed to certain plas-
tics would have improved health outcomes.

What about microplastics?
Microplastics are plastics smaller than five millimetres

and can refer to the constituent elements of a variety of
additives or plastic products. Given that technology avail-
able to detect them is relatively recent, they have over the
years been found in blood, breast milk, placenta and bone
marrow. While their exact impact on human health is un-
clear, they too are implicated in a wide range of disorders.

What is India doing about plastic?
There is a ban on the production and use of single-use

plastics in nearly 20 States. These are the category of plastic
goods that are the least re-usable and difficult to recycle.
Given that they constitute a waste management problem,
India has a range of administrative process meant to push
companies towards ensuring that a proportion of plastic that
is used are collected back. However, this has had limited
effect. India doesn’t yet recognise the impact of plastics
and chemicals on health.In international negotiations on the
global plastics treaty, India and other countries have ex-
pressed reservations on including discussions on health in
the plastic treaty and said that these are matters to be taken
up at the World Health Organization. Thus, plastics is pri-
marily a waste management problem, as far as India is con-
cerned.

Jeremy Corbyn |
The British Left’s second act

In late July 2025, Jeremy Corbyn announced the for-
mation of a new left-wing political party alongside former
Labour MP Zarah Sultana, marking a new chapter for one
of Britain’s unique political figures in the past decade. Oper-
ating under the provisional name ‘Your Party’, this venture
represents Mr. Corbyn’s boldest move since his expulsion,
last year, from the Labour Party he once led. Mr. Corbyn is
also part of the Independent Alliance, a parliamentary group-
ing of six independent MPs consisting of five Muslims —
including Ms. Sultana as the sole woman — who have po-
sitioned themselves as vocal critics of the current Labour
government’s policies on everything from welfare cuts to
arms sales to Israel.The announcement has already gen-
erated strong grassroots enthusiasm, according to Mr.
Corbyn, with over 6,50,000 people signing up for member-
ship in the party’s first weeks — a figure that suggests a
significant appetite for an alternative to current Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer’s Labour. This surge of support recalls
the unexpected momentum that first propelled Mr. Corbyn
to the Labour leadership nearly a decade ago.

In 2015, Mr. Corbyn’s successful bid for the Labour
leadership caught the political establishment completely off
guard. As Andrew Murray, one of Mr. Corbyn’s key advis-
ers, reflected in a recent interview in Jacobin magazine,
the victory was “totally unexpected” and driven by “exas-
peration within the Labour membership with the legacy of
New Labour”. While his rivals offered tepid continuations of
the (Tony) Blair-(Gordon) Brown era, Mr. Corbyn repre-
sented something genuinely different: authentic opposition
to neoliberalism, a commitment to mass movement poli-
tics rather than pure parliamentary politics, and an uncom-
promising anti-imperialist foreign policy stance.This com-
bination was remarkable in the context of European social
democracy. Unlike left-wing movements in Spain, Ger-
many, or France that emerged from communist traditions
or as entirely new formations, Mr. Corbyn accomplished
something unique in European politics: he captured the lead-
ership of a major, mainstream, social democratic party from
a position of fundamental opposition to its decades-long tra-
jectory toward centrism. In some ways, his rise was simi-
lar to that of Bernie Sanders in the Democratic Party in the
U.S. at a similar time. His programmatic positions included
renationalisation of utilities, massive public investment, and
wealth redistribution — policies that were always
characterised as “Old Labour” and hadn’t been seriously
proposed by Labour leadership in decades, except by popu-
lar but sidelined leaders like Tony Benn.The 2017 general
election validated this approach. Against all expectations,
Mr. Corbyn led Labour to its biggest vote swing since 1945,
securing 40% of the vote — a performance matched by
only two other Labour campaigns since 1970, under Mr.
Blair.However, Mr. Corbyn’s functioning as Labour leader
was constantly undermined by fierce resistance from within
his own party. Mr. Murray estimates that at least 80% of
Labour MPs opposed Mr. Corbyn “with different degrees of
vehemence and for different reasons”. This internal hostil-
ity created what Mr. Murray describes as feeling “like an
encampment in the middle of enemy fire the whole time,
coming from your own side”. This was also exacerbated
by a hostile media that lampooned or mischaracterised many
of his positions ruthlessly. The opposition intensified around
Mr. Corbyn’s foreign policy positions, particularly his soli-
darity with Palestinian rights and criticism of Israeli policies,
honed over decades as a Labour back-bencher and peace
activist. This anti-imperialist stance proved especially threat-

ening to the Labour establishment, which as Mr. Murray
notes, was willing to tolerate domestic policy changes such
as nationalising water companies but “if a government was
going to compromise nuclear weapons or NATO or even
support for Israel, those would be red lines”.This foreign
policy stance became a focal point of opposition, with alle-
gations of anti-Semitism within the Labour Party being used
to attack his leadership. While Mr. Murray acknowledges
there were genuine issues that needed addressing, he and
others have argued that the controversy was inflated into a
smear campaign with the aim of discrediting Mr. Corbyn’s
critique of Israeli policies. The accusations created a “moral
damage” that paralysed Mr. Corbyn’s leadership and
drained energy from his team, even if they weren’t the pri-
mary factor in his eventual electoral defeat.

The issue that ultimately proved fatal to Mr. Corbyn’s
leadership was Brexit. Initially, he managed to straddle
Britain’s fundamental political divide by promising to “respect
the referendum result” in 2016 while delivering a different
Brexit than the Tories. This position helped maintain sup-
port amongst traditional Labour voters in working-class
constituencies who had voted Leave, while not completely
alienating Remain supporters. However, mounting pressure
from a newly energised pro-EU movement and overwhelm-
ing Remain sentiment among Labour members forced him
into an increasingly untenable position. By 2019, Labour had
committed to a second referendum — a stance that proved
electorally catastrophic. As Mr. Murray predicted, this po-
sition cost Labour dozens of seats in traditional working-
class strongholds and failed to deliver equivalent gains in
Remain-supporting areas.The Brexit debate starkly ex-
posed the deep division within Labour’s electoral coalition,
pitting its liberal and urban supporters against the party’s
traditional working class constituency in seats that voted to
leave the EU. This split mirrors similar divisions affecting
left-wing parties across the developed world, where
globalisation has created divergent interests between dif-
ferent segments of the progressive coalition, particularly
seen in the Democratic Party in the U.S. with the rise of
Donald Trump’s populism.Following Labour’s 2019 defeat,
Mr. Starmer systematically dismantled Mr. Corbyn’s legacy
within the party. Mr. Corbyn was suspended and eventu-
ally expelled, while many of his allies were marginalised or
forced out. Mr. Starmer’s centrist approach proved
electorally successful in 2024, delivering Labour its largest
parliamentary majority in decades.However, this victory hid
a glaring statistic — Labour actually received fewer votes
than Mr. Corbyn had achieved in his 2019 defeat, winning
primarily due to the collapse of Conservative support and
vote-splitting on the Right between the Tories and Reform
UK.

The man who serves
the dead at Chennai Central

Amidst the hustle and bustle at Chennai’s MGR Cen-
tral Railway Station, a man in his 50s sits quietly, absorbed
in his phone. On this humid afternoon, he is wearing a yel-
low T-shirt and khaki shorts, a sandalwood tilak smeared
across his forehead, with kumkum at the centre. Behind
this unassuming exterior lies a lifetime of confronting the
unimaginable.N. Selvaraj, known to all at Central railway
station as “Central Body Murugan”, has been retrieving
bodies from the railway tracks for 36 years. For more than
three decades, this station has been his place of work, his
refuge, and in many ways, his home. His job is as grim as
it is underappreciated, demanding a fortitude most would
recoil from. Yet Murugan speaks of it with quiet pride, re-
garding it as his solemn duty.

“I ran away from home when I was 15,” he recalls. “I
have been here ever since.” Drawn into the company of
older men who performed this daunting task, Murugan gradu-
ally became part of a world where death was a constant
companion. His earliest days were far from easy. “The body
parts would be scattered, I would not even feel like going
near it,” he admits. Senior hands advised him to drink be-
fore attending to a body, a habit he took up to dull his
senses.Back then, the pay was meagre. “In total, they paid
?8, and four of us would work together, so we shared the
money,” he says. The work was relentless, often with no
rest between calls. Over the years, the payment structure
changed, and the responsibility for paying him shifted from
railway officials to the police. “Inspector James helped in-
crease our pay from ?100 to ?500 for unknown bodies and
?250 for known ones,” Murugan recalls. Even today, the
amount is inconsistent, and his monthly earnings hover
between ?5,000 and ?6,000.The job includes lifting mangled
remains, sometimes reassembling and stitching the limbs,
and in one instance, placing brain matter back into a skull.

In 2014, Murugan’s role became particularly visible. A
bomb blast in the Guwahati-Bangalore Kaziranga Express,
stationed on platform 9, shook Chennai Central, killing one
person and injuring several others. Murugan was among
the first to respond, retrieving the body and helping the in-
jured. For this, he was awarded ?1,800 from the railway
department.This act of service brought him to the attention
of political leaders. The now Minister for Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments P.K. Sekar Babu, and MP
Dayanidhi Maran introduced him to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
in 2019. He was then assured a permanent job and a steady
salary.N. Selvaraj being felicitated by now Chief Minister
M.K Stalin in 2019 for his service during the 2014 Chennai
Central bomb blast.N. Selvaraj being felicitated by now Chief
Minister M.K Stalin in 2019 for his service during the 2014
Chennai Central bomb blast. | Photo Credit: Special Ar-
rangement

Murugan says he waited for that promise to
materialise. “Now, I have given up hope that it would ever
come true,” he says.A railway official who has known
Murugan for years says: “Murugan has been working here
for many years. Nobody knows him outside of this railway
station, but he is a person who truly deserves everything.
Nobody can do what he does for a living. He has grown up
here.”The official explains that while Murugan is not an offi-
cial porter, he sometimes carries luggage. His main work,
however, is retrieving bodies, for which there is no official
record. “The police receive ?5,000 from the railway for
shroud cloth and body bags, and from this, they give
Murugan a portion. Labour cost is never included. The sad
thing is there is no official record that he has served Chennai
Central for 36 years doing the unthinkable.”The certificate
he received for his service during the 2014 bomb blast The
certificate he received for his service during the 2014 bomb
blast  | Photo Credit: Special ArrangementThis absence of
documentation means no benefits, no pension, and no se-
curity for his family should anything happen to him. “People
who do normal work get job benefits. But for us, if we lose
our life, there no one to take care of our family,” Murugan
says.Today, Murugan cannot work as before. A recent ac-
cident left him with a shoulder injury. When the police call
him after a fatal accident or suicide, he now rings a few
younger men he has trained over the years. If they cannot
bring themselves to approach the body, Murugan steps in
himself.The crowds at Chennai Central may not even no-
tice him, but Murugan remains a constant presence there,
carrying the weight of the dead so that the living may move
on.

What are the challenges
confronting the EC? | Explained

The story so far: At a press conference on August 7,
Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi accused the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) of massive electoral roll manipula-
tions in Mahadevapura Assembly constituency in
Karnataka. Mr. Gandhi’s presser capped a series of alle-
gations of deliberate voter roll discrepancies by the EC be-
ginning with the Maharashtra Assembly polls. This, coupled
with the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar, which is under judicial scrutiny, has put the poll
body in the eye of a storm.

What is the mandate of the EC?
The Election Commission of India is a permanent con-

stitutional body. The Constitution has vested in the EC the
superintendence, direction and control of the entire process
for conduct of elections to Parliament and the legislature of
every State, and to the offices of President and Vice-Presi-
dent of India. Originally, the commission only had a Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC). It was expanded to include
two Election Commissioners (ECs).

Why has there been a controversy about the appoint-
ment process?

Parliament passed a new law governing appointments
to the EC, namely the Chief Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023. In accordance with
the new law, the ECs are selected by a three-member se-
lection committee, comprising the Prime Minister, a Union
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. The Opposition
had objected to this, saying the committee gave little room
for dissent as the Prime Minister and the Union Minister
are part of the government and could rule 2:1 in favour of
their candidate.

Why is the EC’s role in the spotlight?
Last year, the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance had

alleged that lakhs of new voters had been added to
Maharashtra’s electoral rolls in the time period between the
Lok Sabha polls in May and the Assembly elections in Oc-
tober. The Congress had made the same allegations about
Haryana, and later the Aam Aadmi Party alleged that voter
rolls were tweaked in Delhi before Assembly polls. Even
as the EC was grappling with these claims, CEC Gyanesh
Kumar announced the SIR in Bihar which aims at cleaning
up electoral rolls. The EC said the SIR exercise will be car-
ried out across the country.At his press conference, Mr.
Gandhi alleged large-scale discrepancies in the
Mahadevapura Assembly segment under the Bangalore
Central Lok Sabha constituency in Karnataka which he
claimed helped the BJP win the seat. Mr. Gandhi said his
party had carried out an investigation which spanned over
six months before reaching this conclusion. He claimed that
the voter list had manipulated entries, including duplicate
voters, invalid addresses, and bulk registrations of votes at
single locations. Following this, Mr. Gandhi reiterated his
demand for machine readable voter rolls to be provided to
all political parties for proper verification. The EC stated it
has not been providing machine readable or “text-search-
able” voter lists for concerns over cyber-security. The Su-
preme Court (SC) had upheld it in a petition filed by former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal Nath in 2018.When
was a revision announced in Bihar?On June 24, the EC
ordered a SIR of electoral rolls in Bihar, barely five months
before the Assembly elections. As per the SIR orders, ev-
ery voter in Bihar who had not been listed in the 2003 voter
rolls would have to submit documents proving their date
and place of birth to determine whether they were Indian
citizens. Those born after 1987 would also have to submit
proof of their parents’ date and place of birth.However, after
the completion of the first phase of the SIR exercise, the
EC released a draft electoral roll on August 1, which saw a
drop in the number of voters in Bihar by 65 lakh. There were
7.89 crore voters registered in the 2025 electoral list before
the SIR exercise; after the recount, it slid to 7.24 crore elec-
tors. The EC said that most of these 65 lakh “missing” vot-
ers have died; are registered in two locations; have migrated
out of Bihar; or are untraceable. Civil society organisations,
Opposition parties as well as NGOs approached the Su-
preme Court challenging the SIR process.

What has the SC directed EC to do?
In an interim order on August 14, the Supreme Court

directed the EC to publish an enumerated, booth-wise list
of the 65 lakh electors not included in the draft roll. A Bench
of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi instructed the
EC to provide reasons for the deletion — death, migration,
untraceability, duplicate registrations — against each name.
The court also asked EC to accept Aadhaar as proof of
identity for an elector to include his or her name in the
rolls.“That it has taken the Supreme Court to nudge the EC
towards following basic norms of natural justice and fair-
ness in the Bihar SIR exercise reflects poorly on an
organisation which takes pride in collecting and counting
every last vote. While errors can creep into voter lists over
time, the answer to that is not mass disenfranchisement as
the EC is attempting,” said Alok Kumar Prasanna, Advo-
cate and Co-Founder of Vidhi Centre for Public Policy.

What about migrant voters?
Migrant voters still have to return to the place where

they are on the rolls to vote. This is a huge cost and de-
presses turnout, notes Mr. Prasanna. “There is no simple
solution to this currently. The solution will have to be cheap,
secure and transparent to work. Solutions which work in
richer societies and for richer migrants will not work for poor
migrants from States like Bihar,” he added.

What has been the political fallout?
After Mr. Gandhi’s press conference, the Opposition

upped the ante and tried to hold a march from Parliament to
the Election Commission headquarters. They courted ar-
rest when stopped. The ongoing monsoon session of Par-
liament has also been virtually paralysed over demands for
a discussion on the Bihar SIR. The government has, how-
ever, not conceded to the Opposition’s demand. The issue
has brought Opposition parties together and protests are
likely to continue when Parliament reconvenes on August
18.

Catholic priest’s
presence at RSS event in
Pala raises eyebrows

At a time when the Catholic Church in Kerala has been
voicing concern over attacks on Christians in central and
northern States of India, the participation of a priest from
the Pala diocese of the Syro-Malabar Church at an event of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has raised a
few eyebrows.

Father George Nellikunnu Cherivu Purayidom, direc-
tor of Care Homes project under the Pala diocese and
Deepika Friends Club, presided over Shankholi 2025, a stu-
dent summit jointly organised by the Poonjar, Meenachil
and Ramapuram units of the RSS on Friday (August 15).

Addressing the gathering, Father Purayidom said that
it was the generation inspired by India’s spiritual heritage
and the freedom struggle that went on to shape modern
India. Today’s younger generation must strive to project the
nation’s glory on the world stage, making effective use of
organisation and technology.
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Notion of easy access to Gulf energy hit;
India must chase ‘every drop’ of oil & gas,
ramp up strategic reserves: ONGC head

The West Asia war and the halt in vessel movements
through the critical chokepoint of the Strait of Hormuz have
put a question mark on certain long-held assumptions in
the energy sector, like the reliability of Gulf energy for India,
and the country must act to quickly diversify its energy
sources, meaningfully expand strategic oil and gas reserves,
and chase “each and every drop of oil, gas, and coal” that
can be produced domestically, Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration (ONGC) Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar Singh said
on Friday. Government-owned ONGC is India’s largest pro-
ducer of crude oil and natural gas.“I now firmly believe that
thinking that the Middle East is nearest to us, and therefore
(we have access to) all their resources, I think that assump-
tion should be taken with a pinch of salt,” Singh said at an
industry event in the Capital. He also opined that this war
may not be just a temporary phenomenon, but a lingering
disturbance that could rear its head every now and then
due to permanent ideological and internal divisions in the
region, which itself is a long-term threat to supply stability.

The effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz by Iran,
now in its second month, has led to the worst energy sup-
ply crisis in decades. About a fifth of global oil and gas flows
transit through the critical maritime chokepoint that connects
the Persian Gulf with the Arabian Sea. Much of these oil
and gas volumes go to Asian economies, including India.The
country depends on imports to meet over 88% of its crude
oil needs, 40% of which depend on the Strait of Hormuz. As
for natural gas, India’s import dependency is about 50%,
and 55-60% of India’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports
come via the Strait. In the case of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG), India’s reliance on imports is 60%, and a whopping
90% of those come through the critical waterway. The sup-
ply disruption forced reduction in natural gas and LPG sup-
plies to certain industries in India as the government was
forced to prioritise the requirements of households and pri-
ority sectors.

According to Singh, so far, the global energy sector
functioned on the assumption that globalisation will increase,
but that hypothesis is now threatened and challenged. As
the world gets more and more “deglobalised”, there are
bound to be more problems at hand for energy importers
like India, he said, adding that no one ever believed that
there would come a day when the Strait of Hormuz would
be closed. “Had that been the case, nobody would have
invested so much in countries like Qatar,” the ONGC Chair-
man said.He said that there is a fundamental “paradigm

shift” where the world is moving away from the globalised
order of the last 30 years, suggesting that the “orderly” world
under a single superpower is over, which may lead to a
“war of supremacy” with multiple competing powers.His con-
cerns also centred on the physical vulnerability of energy
infrastructure, particularly in West Asia. He noted that with
precision weapons, modern warfare or sabotage does not
require destroying an entire refinery; rather, just targeting
the crude distillation unit (CDU) will disable the refinery for
years. The West Asia war saw multiple precision attacks
on energy infrastructure in the region with low-cost drones
and missiles. This vulnerability is compounded by a shift in
global dynamics where countries no longer want to share
physical oil in joint projects with other countries, and instead
insist that the partners take their share in the form of divi-
dends.

“We should chase wherever oil or gas is in our coun-
try at any cost, because in a crisis nobody (will help),” Singh
said, adding that while India oil and gas exploration is being
pursued intently, more needs to be done, particularly in deep
water areas. Amid growing domestic demand for petroleum
fuels and products and stagnant domestic oil output, the
country’s reliance on imported crude has been touching new
highs with each passing year. He described domestic ex-
ploration and production of oil and gas as an “existential
necessity”.Singh also said that the disruption caused by
the West Asia war also led to unprecedented volatility in
fuel prices. For instance, cracks or margins on diesel surged
to such highs that they overtook the price of crude oil itself.
“But now we should be prepared to see more of these things.
We must do whatever the country needs to protect its en-
ergy sovereignty,” he said.

The ONGC head emphasised that addressing energy
storage is a critical priority that must be pursued “whatever
it takes”. Drawing a comparison to Japan, which lacks its
own energy resources but successfully mitigated this weak-
ness through large strategic reserves, he said that India
must have large strategic reserves of not just oil, but also
natural gas, to effectively mitigate future global energy cri-
ses. Saying that there has been a lot of positive movement
on this front in recent weeks, Singh expressed hope that
the government will announce “something big” on this
front.India’s strategic petroleum reserves (SPRs), which
have a capacity to store 5.33 million tonnes of crude oil,
and were holding 3.37 million tonnes of oil, or just about
two-thirds of their total storage capacity, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) informed the Rajya
Sabha on March 23. At full capacity, the SPRs—spread
across three locations in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka—
cover around 9.5 days of India’s crude oil supplies. The
current total national capacity for storage of crude oil and
petroleum products is 74 days, including commercial stocks
with refiners.The International Energy Agency (IEA) rec-
ommends that countries should hold oil stocks equivalent
to at least 90 days of their net oil imports. IEA members are
obligated to maintain these levels of reserves; India is not a
full member of the grouping but an associate member. This
90-day reserve holding can include strategic reserves as
well as commercial inventories.

Equity mutual fund
inflows hit 8-month high

Equity mutual fund, Equity mutual fund inflows, Equity
mutual fund inflows 8 month high, Association of Mutual
Funds in India, west asia war, Iran war, Israel-US-Iran war,
Iran conflict, Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Hormuz shut, west
asia conflict, iran and israel war, iran and israel, us israel
war, war in iran, iran us, us israel iran, us israel, us iran
war, iran us war, us war, israel news, israel iran war news,
war news, israel iran news, israel war news, iran war news,
war on iran, iran israel war today, war in iran and israel, iran
attack israel, israel iran, israel us attack iran, attack on iran,
iran attack on us, us and iran, us attack in iran, did iran
attack us, us to attack iran, us and israel, us and israel
attack iran, us attack iran today, us iran news, iran us news,
us news, iran attack news, iran attack today, Khamenei
newsInvestors are now cyclically shifting to equity ETFs,
said Kunal Rambhia, fund manager and trading strategist
at The Streets.

Net inflows into equity-focused mutual funds rose 56%
month-on-month to Rs 40,450 crore in March, the highest
level since July 2025, data released by the Association of
Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) showed.However, debt-fo-
cused funds saw an outflow of Rs 2.95 lakh crore during
the month. Overall, the mutual funds industry saw net out-
flows of Rs 2.40 lakh crore, compared to inflows of Rs 94,530
crore last month.The contribution of systematic investment
plans (SIPs) in mutual fund flows touched a record high of
Rs 32,087 crore in March, compared to Rs 29,845 crore in

February.
Notably, February was a shorter month, which likely

affected the numbers.  Flexi-cap funds were the biggest
contributor among equity funds, with inflows jumping 45%
to Rs 10,054 crore. Mid- and small-cap funds saw inflows
rise 51% and 61%, respectively, to Rs 6,063 crore and Rs
6,263.56 crore. All other categories, except sectoral/the-
matic funds, also saw inflow growth during the month.
Overall, the average assets under management (AUM) of
equity mutual funds fell to below Rs 32 lakh crore from Rs
35.6 lakh crore the previous month due to the sharp cor-
rection in the equity markets during that time.

In March, the benchmark Sensex index fell by over
11% as the conflict in West Asia and the resultant high crude
oil prices soured investor sentiment. “While the headline
numbers for March 2026, a net outflow of Rs 2,39,910 crore
and AUM declining…may spook investors, both are mis-
leading in isolation. The AUM decline is a mark-to-market
story driven by a sharp equity market correction during the
month, not a confidence story. The net outflow is almost
entirely driven by debt fund redemptions, which is a well-
established quarter-end phenomenon in March,” said Nitin
Agrawal, CEO of mutual funds at InCred Money. “Flexi Cap
gains the spotlight as the top segment for inflows, reinforc-
ing the importance of diversification across market caps
when volatility is elevated. Mid Cap and Small Cap also
witnessed sharp acceleration despite meaningful draw-
downs, signalling that value buying opportunities are emerg-
ing in these segments,” said Agrawal.Flows into gold and
silver exchange-traded funds (ETFs) remained lukewarm
after record highs in January, when they had stolen the
spotlight from equity funds. Gold ETFs saw inflows of Rs
2,266 crore in March, down from Rs 5,255 crore in Febru-
ary and the peak of Rs 24,040 crore in January. Outflows
in silver ETFs declined to Rs 684 crore from Rs 826 crore
a month ago.However, flows into other ETFs quadrupled to
Rs 19,802 crore.  Index funds saw inflows nearly tripling to
Rs 8,169 crore. Investors are now cyclically shifting to eq-
uity ETFs, said Kunal Rambhia, fund manager and trading
strategist at The Streets.

Gold rises 1.65 pc in a week amid safe-
haven demand, weaker US dollar

New Delhi: Gold prices rose 1.65 per cent during the
week extending gains for their consecutive week, amid safe
haven buying and weakened US dollar over easing inflation
fears and the start of the US-Iran ceasefire negotiations.On
Friday, MCX gold June futures added 0.02 per cent while
MCX silver May futures inched up 0.01 per cent. Currently
gold futures stand at Rs 1,52,690, while silver futures at Rs
2,43,300 per kg.The price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold was
at Rs 1,50,327 on Friday up from Rs 1,47,891 seen on
Monday market opening, according to data published by
the India Bullion and Jewellers Association (IBJA).Analysts
noted that COMEX gold ended at $4,787.40 per troy ounce,
up 3 per cent on a weekly basis, however a major resis-
tance in ahead of $5,000, after which they predicted a strong
bull run.Market participants said the dollar came under pres-
sure after the US-Iran truce, as traders reassessed the
outlook for US interest rates.Falling crude oil prices after

the de-escalation fuelled hopes of lower inflation and re-
newed speculation about US Federal Reserve rate cuts in
the medium term.The commodities market navigated the
week on a cautiously balanced note, with sentiment shaped
by stabilising price action and continued macro uncertainty,
a market participant said, adding that precious metals
showed early signs of stability following recent
volatility.Meanwhile, currency movements—particularly in
the USD/INR pair—are likely to remain a key driver, with
recent rupee strength offering some cushion to domestic
commodity prices, he added.Any reversal in the currency
trend, driven by shifts in global risk sentiment or renewed
dollar strength, could influence the next phase of price
action.The MCX Gold prices are holding above the key
support band of Rs 1,48,000 to Rs 1,46,000, while the im-
mediate resistance is placed around the Rs 1,54,000 to Rs
1,55,000 zone, he added.
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‘I’m in my mid-30s and worried I’m hitting
perimenopause’: Can it really start this early?

“I am in my mid-30s and worried I am hitting peri-meno-
pause. Has anyone experienced perimenopause in their
30s?” The question, posted by a user on Quora, reflects a
growing concern among many women navigating unex-
plained hormonal symptoms earlier than
expected.Perimenopause, the transitional phase before
menopause, is typically associated with women in their 40s.
However, doctors say that in some cases, hormonal fluc-
tuations can begin earlier, which may lead to confusion about
whether symptoms are related to perimenopause or other
health issues.

According to Dr Gandhali Deorukhkar, Gynaecologist-
Obstetrician associated with several leading hospitals in
Mumbai, while early symptoms are possible, they are not
always caused by perimenopause. “Perimenopause gen-

erally begins in the early to mid-40s,” says Dr Deorukhkar.
“However, some women may notice hormonal fluctuations
in their late 30s. In rare situations, symptoms can appear
even earlier.”“These early signs are often mistaken for
stress, lifestyle changes, thyroid problems, anxiety, or sleep
disturbances,” Dr Deorukhkar explains. “Because of this
overlap, women may not immediately associate their symp-
toms with hormonal changes.”“If symptoms continue for
several months or begin affecting daily life, it is important to
consult a healthcare professional for proper evaluation,” she
adds.“The earliest symptoms are often subtle,” says Dr
Deorukhkar. “Women may notice irregular menstrual
cycles, changes in menstrual flow, mood swings, fatigue,
or sleep disturbances.”“These symptoms occur because
hormone levels begin to fluctuate during the perimenopausal
transition,” Dr Deorukhkar explains. However, she
emphasises that experiencing one or two of these symp-
toms does not necessarily mean perimenopause has
started.How doctors evaluate early
perimenopause“Diagnosis typically starts with reviewing the
patient’s medical history, menstrual cycle patterns, and
symptoms,” says Dr Deorukhkar.“In some cases, additional
tests may be done to rule out other conditions such as thy-
roid disorders or polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), which
can produce similar symptoms,” she explains.Since hor-
mone levels can fluctuate significantly during this stage,
diagnosis often involves evaluating symptoms alongside
laboratory tests rather than relying on a single result, she
adds.

Bryan Johnson’s 14% hack: Experts reveal if frequent
squats are more effective than a 30-minute walk

Bryan Johnson believes 10 squats every 45 minutes
is a far better health hack than taking a simple 30-minute
walk around the block. “For blood sugar control after every
meal, doing 10 squats every 45 minutes beats a 30-minute
walk by 14%,” he claimed in his latest Instagram post. But
do doctors agree? Indianexpress.com reached out to health
experts and found out.Dr Manisha Arora, director of inter-
nal medicine at CK Birla Hospital, Delhi, explained that while
walking has myriad benefits for cardiovascular health and
reducing the risk of chronic diseases, interrupting prolonged
sitting with short bursts of activity, such as 10 squats every
45 minutes, can be extremely beneficial for health.

Walk vs Squat: Which is more effective?
According to her, even brief activity can help mitigate

the adverse effects of sedentary behaviour, particularly on
glucose metabolism. “These days, the conversation is not
only about how active you are, but also about how long you
remain sedentary,” said Dr Arora. In other words, prolonged
sitting without movement is a risk factor, regardless of your
overall activity level.Squats are a form of resistance exer-
cise that helps activate large muscle groups in the lower
body, which are key to glucose metabolism. Incorporating
regular movement breaks, such as squats, throughout the
day can support better blood sugar control.bryan johnson
on squats vs walking According to medical experts, a com-
bination of both works the best. (Source: Instagram/
@bryanjohnson_)“If you want even more effective results,
combining these movement breaks with regular walking or
any other form of aerobic exercise can yield powerful ben-
efits, especially in managing blood glucose levels,” said Dr
Arora. However, emerging evidence points toward squats

being an effective option for blood sugar control. “The ef-
fectiveness of squats versus walking can also vary depend-
ing on individual factors such as overall fitness, diet, health
status, and lifestyle,” she added.Dr Anup Khatri, senior con-
sultant, orthopedics, Gleneagles Hospital, Parel, Mumbai,
added that prolonged sitting may also lead to sciatica,
muscle atrophy, knee pain, type 2 diabetes, and carpal tun-
nel syndrome. “This is why it is important to take frequent
breaks and incorporate activities like walking or squatting
to interrupt prolonged sitting,” Dr Khatri told
indianexpress.com.Nevertheless, Dr Arora did not ask to
choose over the other. Instead, she said that both methods
have their benefits, and the best approach is a combination
of both. A 30-minute daily walk plus short activity breaks
like squats. For people with diabetes or at risk, this approach
helps maintain steady glucose levels and supports cardio-
vascular and muscular health. Always consult your doctor
before starting a new routine,” she pointed out.

‘Raat ko neend nahi aati thi’: Rubina Dilaik
reveals reasons she quit alcohol for good

Frequently used to ease social settings, alcohol af-
fects the body in ways that vary by individual. Not every
metabolism is equally equipped to manage the physiologi-
cal strain of regular consumption. During a recent conver-
sation with Dr Geetanjali Saxena, Rubina Dilaik opened up
about why she decided to quit alcohol for good.“I used to
enjoy the high, but my mood, my health and my mental
awareness were so much affected. I completely gave up
drinking. Teen din tak I used to have a bad headache, raat
ko neend nahi aati thi (For 3 days, I used to have a bad
headache, I could not sleep at night),” she admitted on her
podcast Kisine Bataya Nahi.

Dr Shuchin Bajaj, founder-director of Ujala Cygnus
Group of Hospitals, factors such as personal health, indi-
vidual circumstances, and potential family history of alco-
hol-related problems should be considered if you’re a regu-
lar drinker.“If someone is experiencing negative effects on
their physical or mental health, relationships, or overall well-
being due to alcohol, they may want to consider giving it up
or seeking professional advice,” he said, adding that in such
a situation, contemplating leaving alcohol permanently is
imperative.

Dr Shrey Srivastav, MD, Internal Medicine and As-
sistant Professor at the Department of Internal Medicine,
Sharda Hospital, Greater Noida, explained that alcohol sup-
presses a person’s REM sleep (Rapid Eye Movement
sleep), and once you stop drinking it, in the first week itself,
you will start experiencing mental clarity and better sleep.
This will also reduce your anxiety and enhance your overall
mood. Those struggling to lose weight may also experience
a breakthrough after quitting alcohol, as it contributes to
excessive calorie intake.According to Dr Bajaj, some indi-
viduals may experience psychological benefits such as a
sense of achievement, increased self-control, and a fresh
perspective on their relationship with alcohol. He added that
taking a break from alcohol can offer an opportunity for indi-
viduals to reflect on their drinking habits, reevaluate their
relationship with alcohol, and potentially make long-term
positive changes.“Alcohol consumption is a known risk fac-
tor for various cancers, including head and neck cancers,
oesophageal cancer, liver cancer, colorectal cancer and
even breast cancer. Giving it up can reduce the risk of de-
veloping certain types of cancers,” he continued.

Dr Sharad Malhotra, Senior Consultant and Director
of Gastroenterology at Aakash Healthcare, explained that
chronic alcohol exposure alters the reward circuits of the
brain, making natural pleasures less rewarding and increas-
ing cravings for alcohol. After quitting, the brain must
recalibrate.“In the early months, people may experience
cravings, anxiety, or mood fluctuations, a phase often re-
ferred to as post-acute withdrawal. But with long-term so-
briety, the brain gradually readjusts. and over time, dopam-
ine pathways become more responsive to natural rewards
such as exercise, social interaction, and achievement,”
elaborated Dr Malhotra. As neural circuits stabilise, cravings
usually decline, and emotional regulation improves.

Ravi Babu’s action drama
Razor set for worldwide release

Hyderabad: The makers of actor-director Ravi Babu’s
upcoming grim, action drama ‘Razor’ have now announced
that the film will hit screens worldwide on May 8 this year.The
makers of the film have disclosed that they chose May 8
as the release date as it coincides with the birth anniver-
sary of Ravi Babu’s father, the late Chalapathi Rao.

The film, which is being presented by Suresh Babu
under Suresh Productions, has been produced by Flying
Frogs.It may be recalled that the film’s makers had only
recently announced the wrapping up of the film’s shooting.
To announce the wrapping up of filming, the makers had
unveiled a poster along with a special glimpse video.

In the video that was released, Ravi Babu appears in
a brutal, violent avatar, killing a villain with a car engine valve
cover- establishing the film’s raw and savage tone. The
teaser features some really violent scenes that include de-
capitation. The film has a tagline that reads “Justice will be
brutal.”‘Razor’ not only features Ravi Babu in the lead, it is
also being directed by him.

The storyline promises to be a first-of-its-kind attempt
in Telugu cinema. For the unaware, Ravi Babu, who has
always carved his own path in Telugu cinema, constantly
reinventing himself as a filmmaker, technician, and actor,
is known for his offbeat ideas and fearless
experimentation.His upcoming film ‘Razor’ marks a sharp
shift from the light-hearted tone of his previous film
‘Enuguthondam Ghatikachalam’. ‘Razor’ appears to be set
in a world of tension, violence, and psychological intensity.

On the technical front, the film has cinematography
by Madhavaneni and music by SS Rajesh. Action se-
quences for the film have been choreographed by Satish
Poloju.

It may be recalled that the makers had earlier unveiled
a title glimpse, which drew a terrific response, especially
from thriller lovers.Sources close to the unit of the film say
that post-production work is progressing at a brisk pace.
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Rishabh Pant breaks MS Dhoni’s record for
away Test runs by Indian wicketkeeper

GNS News Agency, August 26
Colombo: India star batter Rishabh Pant shattered MS

Dhoni’s record for most Test runs scored by an Indian
wicketkeeper away from home. The swashbuckling batter
Pant went past Dhoni’s feat during Day 2 of the second
Test match against Sri Lanka at the Sinhalese Sports Club
here on Monday.Pant scored a stroke-filled 63 in the first
innings of the Test to go past the former skipper. Coming
into the Test, the 28-year-old Roorkee man had scored 2471
runs in Tests away from home and at neutral venues. He
needed to score 26 runs to get past the 2011 World Cup-
winning captain, and he did so in style when he hit off-spin-
ner Keshara Nuwantha for back-to-back fours in the 97th
over of the first innings in the opening session on Day 2.

Pant went on to complete his 21st Test half-century
and a successive one after he had hit one in the second
innings of the first Test in Galle. The Southpaw’s impres-
sive stay came to an end on the first ball of the second
session when he drilled one straight to deep mid-off off
Nuwantha.However, he has now scored 2534 runs as
wicketkeeper away from home in Test cricket, with Dhoni
now pushed back to second. Former cricketer Farokh En-
gineer had 1209 runs in away Tests as wicketkeeper, while
Syed Kirmani made 1109 runs as wicketkeeper

In the process, Pant has also surpassed former South
African wicketkeeper Mark Boucher in the same record list
and has the third-most runs away from home by
wicketkeepers overall. The list is led by former Pakistan
captain Sarfaraz Ahmed, who made 2696 runs away from
home in 52 Tests. Australia legend Adam Gilchrist is sec-
ond with 2634 runs in 41 Tests away from home or at neu-
tral venues.Pant’s knock also saw him close in on 3000
World Test Championship runs as he aims to become the
first Indian to get there. Following his 63, the Southpaw now
has 2948 runs in 42 Tests in WTC history as he stands 52
shy of the 3000-run margin.Coming to the ongoing Test,
India batted at a strong rate in the first session of the sec-
ond day and amassed 119 runs and lost only Saransh Jain’s
wicket. Pant and Dhruv Jurel were the stars with the bat as
they both crossed half centuries with India piling the pres-
sure on the hosts.

Olly Stone commits to Nottinghamshire
with two-year contract extension

New Delhi: England fast bowler Olly Stone has signed
a contract extension with County Championship holders
Nottinghamshire that will see him stay at Trent Bridge for
two more years. This came two days after he powered his
County side to a 145-run win over Surrey in three days with
a match haul of 10 wickets.Stone, who has played five Tests
for England, arrived at Trent Bridge ahead of the 2023 sea-
son. He has been a cornerstone in helping the Green and
Golds consolidate their lead in the ongoing County Cham-
pionship. He has scalped 26 wickets in Division One this
season, making a strong return from his injury-hampered
season last year.

Speaking on the extension, Stone said that he “loves
the club”. “I love the club, I love the way everyone oper-
ates, and to call Trent Bridge home for two more years is
very pleasing,” Stone said in a statement released by the
club.“Kevin Shine, Paul Franks, and Peter Moores have
been brilliant in helping me to keep getting better and keep
developing, and I’m looking forward to another two years
with them. I feel this year, my performances out on the field
have shown that I’ve got better, and it’s great when you can
deliver and win games for Nottinghamshire,” he added.

The squad boasts other stars in Haseeb Hameed, Ben
Duckett, Kyle Verreynne and Josh Tongue among others.
Stone emphasised they have the squad to “win trophies”.

“We’ve got a great squad here, and not just in one format,”
he added. “We’re now showing that we’ve got the squad to
go out and win trophies. Everyone is chipping in, and actu-
ally, the really good thing is that I think we can still get bet-
ter, so it’s exciting going forward as we try and build on last
year’s success.”Stone has played five Tests for England,
having made his debut in 2019 against Ireland. His final
match came against Sri Lanka in 2024 during the home
series. The speedster has also played 10 ODIs and one
T20I, but his last game for the Three Lions was nearly two
years ago.

Jurel hits second Test ton, India take
command after Sri Lanka reduced to 8/2

GNS News Agency, August 26Colombo: An unflap-
pable Dhruv Jurel allayed concerns surrounding his form
with a remarkably composed unbeaten 115 before bowlers
struck early blows to give India command of the second
Test against Sri Lanka on a rain-hit second day here on
Monday.Jurel’s second Test hundred powered India to a
hefty 503 for nine declared in their first innings, and Sri Lanka
were reduced to 8 for two at close after pacer Prasidh
Krishna and Manav Suthar gave marching orders to Lahiru
Udara and Prabath Jayasuriya respectively.

Kamil Mishara was batting on five when the stumps
were drawn at 5.51 pm of an extended session. The hosts
are trailing by 495 runs.But the main storyline of the day
was given by Jurel, fresh from his 51 in the first innings of
the opening Test last week.

If the fifty at Galle broke a barren run of eight innings,
Jurel underscored his growing confidence and touch with a
near flawless knock at the SSC ground.India gained im-
mensely from his innings, and the right-hander was also
involved in two vital stands — a 112 for the seventh wicket
with Rishabh Pant that lifted India from 307 for six to 419.For
the subsequent wicket, Jurel and Manav Suthar added 39
runs that helped the tourists to further break away from their
opponents and close in on the 500-run mark.However,
Jurel’s consistency was the key ingredient in both those
partnerships. The 25-year-old’s 177-ball innings was a prime
example of risk-free runs accumulation and situational
awareness.At the beginning of the day, Jurel gave full sup-
port to Pant, who came out to bat after the early dismissal
of debutant Saransh Jain.At that time, the focus was on
Pant because he had to retire on 3 after copping a blow on
his forearm by Lahiru Kumara on Sunday.

Jurel understood the circumstances, and gave more
strike to Pant, who played a typical innings of 63, full of
chutzpah.Pant fought gallantly against Lankan pacers dur-
ing his near two-hour stay at the crease, batting with confi-
dence and little discomfort.The eventual runs against his
name might have looked good, but Pant had to dig deep to
reach that mark.

Pacers Fernando and Kumara targeted his body with
a bouncer barrage, and the former even managed to ping
on his shoulder once.However, Pant was equal to the task,
either moving away from the line or nudging the ball
around.There was an explosive moment too, when the left-
hander got inside the line to hook Kumara over fine leg for a
six.Pant, who made a 66 in the second innings at Galle,
reached his fifty in 81 balls with a pulled four off off-spinner
Keshara Nuwantha.The wicketkeeper batter celebrated the
moment with a thundering maximum off left-arm spinner
Jayasuriya.On the other hand, Jurel reached his fifty in 97

balls, pulling Jayasuriya for a four.
But the partnership of contrast ended immediately

upon the resumption after lunch, as Pant lofted Nuwantha
straight to Udara on the edge of the circle.It left the burden
right on the shoulders of Jurel, a 12-Test-old batter. But he
showed the knowhow of a veteran batter to tame a delicate
situation — for him and the team.The inclusion of Sarfaraz
Khan as an injury replacement for Sai Sudharsan might
have also contained a little clue for Jurel to buckle up and
score runs, and aced that challenge in flying colours.True
to his strengths, Jurel stayed on the back foot, negating
spinners and pacers alike, and there was hardly a moment
when he looked out of place while playing a shot.

The only moment of uncertainty came when Jayasuriya
appealed vociferously for a leg-before decision when the
batter was in 80s, but it was promptly turned down.The skies
opened up nearly 30 minutes before the scheduled tea
break, leaving Jurel stranded on 95.After a lengthy rain break
of nearly two hours, Jurel duly completed his hundred with
a scampered single off Fernando, and he consumed 171
balls.Off came the helmet and Jurel proudly flashed a tat-
too on his biceps to his teammates at the dressing room.
The tattoo read ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ — the iconic lines
spoken by former PM late Lal Bahadur Shastri .Once he
went past the three-figure mark, Jurel shifted the gears,
smashing Fernando for a couple of sixes — one over long-
off and another hook over square leg.Skipper Shubhman
Gill declared the innings once India went past the 500-run
mark, hoping to have a crack at the Lankans in the last
hour of the day.

Bhakti Jayesh wins Legacy
Fighting Championship title in Hyd

Hyderbad: Bhakti Jayesh emerged as the title winner
after an intense final bout in the Legacy Fighting Champion-
ship (LFC-2), a mixed martial arts championship, held at
the Katedan GHMC Sports Complex here.Telangana Sports
Minister V. Srihari, SATG Chairman K. Shivasena Reddy,
graced the final.

The event witnessed an enthusiastic response, with
more than 7,000 spectators turning up to watch the action
live, creating a vibrant atmosphere at the stadium.The Min-
ister and SAT Chairman interacted with the participating
athletes before witnessing the championship bouts. A total
of 22 international fighters competed in the tournament,
which featured a series of highly competitive bouts.

The Sports Minister said the Telangana government
was committed to promoting sports and encouraging greater
participation among the youth. He emphasised that disci-
plines such as Mixed Martial Arts can play an important
role in developing discipline, confidence, perseverance and
a strong competitive spirit among young people.

He further said the government would continue to ex-
tend support to Mixed Martial Arts and other sporting disci-
plines with the objective of nurturing sporting talent and cre-
ating greater opportunities for the youth of Telangana.

Rajendranagar MLA Prakash Goud, National Mixed
Martial Arts Association Joint Secretary Sheikh Khalid, Al-
pha Global CEO Tayaba Sultana also attended the valedic-
tory function.

When you are in the Test squad… it’s pretty
daft: Broad on Carse’s handcuff row

While England Cricket Board(ECB) are investigating
the incident involving England pacer Brydon Carse in hand-
cuffs and being led away from a nightclub by local police in
Derby on Saturday night as reported by The Telegraph, the
incident marks the latest off-field controversies involving
England cricketers. England white-ball captain Harry Brook
was fined 30,000 euros by ECB last year after reports
emerged of him in an altercation with a bouncer in
Wellington during the New Zealand tour and this year saw
captain Ben Stokes and Gus Atkinson being left of England’s
squad ahead of the second Test against New Zealand at
The Oval after breaking the team curfew. With Carse in the
England squad for the second Test against England start-
ing August 27, former England pacer Stuart Broad has
termed the incident as ‘pretty daft’ and has shared how such
events are not really anything that anyone wants to be ‘talk-
ing bout’“I read the ECB statement. They have probably
got this just copied and pasted now. Haven’t they? You have
seen the video, you can’t tell anything from it, so we can’t
really make a judgment. But whatever has really happened,
is pretty daft. When you are in the Test squad, yes, you
haven’t played, but it’s pretty daft. We will wait and see what

happens. It could be 10 o’clock in the evening or 2 in the
morning. Whatever. It’s not really anything that anyone wants
to be talking about, to be brutally honest,” Broad said on the
For the Love of Cricket Podcast on Youtube.

Carse, who was England’s leading wicket-taker in the
Ashes this year with a total of 22 wickets at an average of
30.31, had missed the series against New Zealand due to
wrist and elbow injuries. The xx-year-old was named in
England’s squad for the three-test series against Pakistan
but was not named in the England XI for the opening Test of
the series. The pacer was released from the England squad
to play for Durham in the County Championship and had
scored 26 runs and taken two wickets for 82 against
Derbyshire in the match won by Durham in three days.
Carse was celebrating with team-mates at the pub in Derby
as media reports stated and was seen in handcuffs by lo-
cal police. The ECB had put out a statement on Sunday
about the incident. “We are aware of an incident which is
reported to have taken place in Derby last night, and are
currently investigating. We will provide a further update
when possible.” ECB statement read.

Earlier this month, England Test captain Joe Root had
spoken about how there will be no curfew for England play-
ers. Root, who was appointed Test captain after Ben Stokes
had announced his retirement during the third Test against
New Zealand, had spoken about how he sees the team self
policing under him and new coach Stephen Fleming.“There’s
not going to be a curfew. I don’t think this needs to be a big
deal, to be honest. My view on curfews is that I don’t think
they work and if you want guys to take responsibility on the
field, they’ve got to feel like they can be grown adults off it
and make good, strong decisions off it. And that’s for us as
a team to manage well, and self-police well, for me and
Flem (Stephen Fleming) to manage well in many ways,”
Root had told the media earlier this month.

Diego Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’
ball fetches $3.3 million in auction

The 'Hand of God' goal scored by Diego Maradona
against England at the 1986 World Cup in Mexico is forever
etched in one of the most bitter international rivalries in the
gameThe 'Hand of God' goal scored by Diego Maradona
against England at the 1986 World Cup in Mexico is forever
etched in one of the most bitter international rivalries in the
game. It’s one of the most talked-about incidents in FIFA
World Cup history, and one memorabilia hunter can take a
piece of football lore home.The ‘Hand of God’ goal scored
by Diego Maradona against England at the 1986 World Cup
in Mexico is forever etched in one of the most bitter interna-
tional rivalries in the game, and the ball that the Argentine
legend punched beyond Peter Shilton at Azteca Stadium
has now fetched $3.3 million at an auction in the United
States.

The goal was scored “a little with the head of Maradona
and a little with the hand of God,” he had said later. But
there was no such controversy around Maradona’s sec-
ond goal in their 2-1 victory in the quarterfinal, scored with
the same ball, when he dribbled past five England defend-
ers to beat Shilton in goal, a strike described as the ‘goal of
the century.’The ‘Hand of God’ ball went under the hammer
at Heritage Auctions on the weekend.

“It’s a true one-of-one item. Arguably the most signifi-
cant soccer item that exists,” Mike Provenzale, a special-
ist auctioneer at Heritage, was quoted as saying by

Reuters.According to The New York Times, the bidding had
opened at $2.5 million, but the final price fell well short of the
$10 million estimate Heritage had attached to the ball.The
Adidas Azteca ball had been in possession of Ali Bin Nasser,
the Tunisian referee who officiated that match, till 2022 when
he sold it for $2.37 million. In 2023, he had signed a letter
confirming that it was the only ball used in the game. Its
next owner had again put it up for auction in 2023 though it
did not sell as bids did not meet the minimum value set,
BBC Sport reported.The shirt Maradona, who passed away
in November 2020, wore during the game had fetched just
under $9.3 million in 2022.

UEFA chief Aleksander Ceferin says
 he is not running for FIFA President

UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin has said that he
has no interest in running for FIFA president but said that
the current incumbent Gianni Infantino must realise that he
no longer has enough support or will be beaten by another
candidate during the election. Infantino thus far remains the
only candidate in the election, scheduled to be held in March
next year, and Ceferin says that there will be a candidate
running against him.

“There are two options,” he told “The Rest Is Politics:
Leading” podcast. “One option is that he realises that he
doesn’t have the support, and that’s not only a political sup-
port of the ones who vote, but the political support of foot-
ball community, the political support of fans, the political
support of the players, former players, coaches. And the
second option that he goes to the elections in March, but in
that case, I think he will have a candidate against him. I
don’t know yet who.”Infantino was initially expected to be
re-elected as FIFA president unopposed even amid a wave
of criticism that came for his conduct before and during the
2026 World Cup. However, Infantino has experienced a
spectacular collapse in fortunes since it emerged that he
had planned to sell stakes in profits that will be made from
future World Cups to private entities, led by Joshua Kushner,
brother of US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner.The development was followed by widespread
backlash from the football community, with UEFA, the con-
tinental federation for Europe, even threatening to boycott

future World Cups. FIFA eventually announced that it was
dropping the plan but Infantino has continued to receive criti-
cism in the months since.On Sunday, six Nordic FIFA
members — Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden
and the Faroe Islands — met in Helsinki and issued a joint
statement backing calls for ?Infantino’s resignation.In his
podcast interview, ?Ceferin rejected allegations that Europe
was obstructing efforts to help poorer football nations and
took aim at what he described as attempts to portray UEFA
as an entitled elite. “What I hear is that they play on, you
know, arrogant Europe is ?against us,” he said. “But I think
someone should remind him (Infantino) that he is a Euro-
pean, and that he was supported by UEFA, which he for-
got.”

Ibrahim Zadran to lead
Afghanistan in T20I series against India
Ibrahim Zadran has been handed the captaincy for

Afghanistan’s three-match T20I series against India, which
starts from September 13.Afghanistan will be boosted by
the return of fast bowler Naveen-ul-Haq, who comes back
to the national setup after recovering from injury. Naveen
was previously ruled out of Afghanistan’s T20I series against
the West Indies and the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026
due to a stress fracture in his right shoulder. Naveen will
join the likes of Fazal Haq Farooqi, Abdullah Ahmadzai and
all-rounder Azmatullah Omarzai to boost Afghanistan’s fast
bowling resources. Also coming back into the squad is ex-
perienced all-rounder Gulbadin Naib returns to the
squad.Afghanistan will host India at the Arun Jaitley Cricket
Stadium in New Delhi for all three games.Uncapped
wicketkeeper-batter Noor Rahman has also been included
in the squad as the second wicketkeeper, earning the op-
portunity following impressive performances in domestic
cricket and the Shpageeza Cricket League. He has been
part of Afghanistan’s development pathway and has con-
tinued to impress with his performances at domestic and
A-team level.Uncapped wicketkeeper-batter Noor Rahman
has also been included in the squad as the second
wicketkeeper.The squad also features an experienced spin-

bowling group consisting of Rashid Khan, Noor Ahmad and
Nangyal Kharoti, while senior all-rounder Mohammad Nabi
provides additional experience and balance to the
side.Afghanistan will travel to India shortly for training and
final preparations before the series officially kicks off.Ibrahim
Zadran (C), Rahmanullah Gurbaz (WK), Noor Rahman
(WK), Sediqullah Atal, Darwish Rasooli, Azmatullah
Omarzai, Gulbadin Naib, Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan,
Nangyal Kharoti, Noor Ahmad, Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Fazal
Haq Farooqi,
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Malini Sharma quit Bollywood after Raaz; now
grows food, lives in a farm stay in a jungle

Remember CATS, the early-2000s television show
that starred Nafisa Joseph, Kuljeet Randhawa and Malini
Sharma? While Joseph and Randhawa later died by sui-
cide, Sharma gradually stepped away from the spotlight.
Unlike many actors who disappear from the public eye, how-
ever, she seems to have found a life far removed from show-
biz — one surrounded by trees, farms, homegrown food
and guests. Today, Sharma lives in the Sahyadri Hills, where
she runs a farmstay, grows vegetables, hosts guests and
has embraced what she describes as a slower way of liv-
ing.

Sharma first caught the public’s attention as a model
when she appeared in the Bombay Vikings music video
“Kya Soorat Hai”, which became an instant hit. She subse-
quently featured in Mika Singh’s “Saawan Mein Lag Gayi
Aag”, another music video that continues to remain popu-
lar.

By the time she landed a role in CATS, Sharma’s
modelling career was already gaining momentum. Her ap-
pearance on the show also opened doors in films. She went
on to play a pivotal role in Vikram Bhatt’s Raaz (2002), along-
side Dino Morea and Bipasha Basu.Malini Sharma in CATS.
(Photo: Express Archives) Malini Sharma in CATS.

The horror film became a major success and turned
its lead cast into household names. Although Sharma had
a comparatively smaller role, her portrayal left a lasting im-
pression on audiences. Her appearance in the film, particu-
larly in the song “Aapke Pyaar Mein,” became one of the
most recognisable aspects of her brief Bollywood
career.Around the same period, Sharma was married to
actor Priyanshu Chatterjee, who had made his film debut
with Tum Bin in 2001. The marriage, however, ended in
divorce within a few years. Sharma subsequently began
moving away from the limelight.

When Malini Sharma chose to step behind the
cameraIn 2002, Sharma reportedly backed out of the film
Encounter just 48 hours before it went on the floor. Accord-
ing to India Today, she had realised after years of working
as a model and actor that she wanted to explore work be-
hind the camera. The film eventually starred Naseeruddin
Shah, Dilip Prabhavalkar and Tara Deshpande.

Over the years, Sharma largely disappeared from
mainstream entertainment coverage. She did not, however,
completely disappear from public life. Instead, she built
something of her own.

From The Slow Local to life on a farmSharma is ac-
tive on social media, although she doesn’t use her celebrity
name as the identity of her venture. Instead, she operates
under the name The Slow Local, a project she began nearly
a decade ago and which has evolved considerably over
the years.The venture initially brought together locally made
food, crafts, workshops and pop-up events in Versova.
Sharma has hosted children’s workshops, including
storytelling sessions, and sold homemade bread, South
Indian coffee, granola, jams, peanut butter and different
varieties of oils. She has also been associated with plant
exhibitions, handmade ceramics, crochet, decoupage and
homemade cakes and other food products.Sharma now
runs a farmstay in the Sahyadris, around two hours from
Pune, where she grows vegetables and prepares meals
for guests using produce from the farm. In one of her
Instagram videos, she spoke about the challenges of grow-
ing enough food for the property.“When I started The Slow
Local Diaries, I confessed I did a shoddy job with the veg-

etable produce but this year, the produce has been bet-
ter. The challenge is to produce enough for meal after
meal,” she said.The property appears to be surrounded
by considerable greenery, and Sharma has made it clear
that she does not intend to disturb the natural habitat
around it. Speaking about the land, she said: “We have
mostly grown fruit trees at the farm .. the land came with
great abundance when we bought it .. several arjun and
harad trees, we also have a few kokum, an ancient Palash,
shikakai and still discovering more.”

She has also said that many of the trees and plants
on the property have medicinal value, something she is
still learning about. The farm itself is large enough to
encompass part of a mountain. Sharma has deliberately
left that portion untouched.“We have left the jungle be in
the mountain, we don’t want to disturb the habitat. It is our
own little forest,” she said.Her stated intention has been
to grow organic food for guests while creating a space
where people can slow down and reconnect with nature.
Sharma appears to have moved to the farm around 2020.
In a 2025 post about visiting the Kaas Plateau, she wrote
that she had first read about the place around four years
earlier, after moving to the farm, giving us a timeline of
when she moved to the farm.“Recently visited the kaas
plateau… its a 3.5 hour drive from the farm .. there were
few varieties in bloom but more will come about as the
season progresses.. always wanted to visit the valley of
flowers in uttarakhand as I didn’t know about kaas .. i
read about kaas 4 years back when i moved to the farm ..
.finally saw it .. would love to go again before seson ends
in Oct,” she wrote.

Despite the curiosity surrounding her disappearance
from Bollywood, Sharma has rarely addressed the rumours
about why she left the industry. Instead, she occasionally
responds to fans in the comments section of her Instagram
posts, where she has confirmed that she is indeed the Malini
Sharma from Raaz and offered small glimpses into her life.In
one such exchange, a fan wrote: “Ma’am mai Muslim hoo
lekin apka bahaut bada fans hu!” Sharma replied: “I am half
Muslim too… I have married a Pathan.” When the fan sub-
sequently asked whether she was married to Priyanshu
Chatterjee and whether the two were still in touch, Sharma
replied: “Not at all.”

On another occasion, a fan asked whether she regret-
ted leaving Bollywood. “Who said I left, only steered away,
can steer back and away again maybe,” she replied. And
when another fan suggested that she should create social
media profiles under her real name because fans found it
difficult to trace her, Sharma simply responded: “They’ll find
me like you did.”‘Facing the camera again after 23 years’

Perhaps the clearest indication that Sharma has no
desire to completely erase her past came when she
launched The Slow Local Diaries, a video diary document-
ing her life at the farm. The launch video marked her return
to the camera after years away. In the caption, she wrote:
“Facing the camera again after very long… this time the
real me, no makeup, no dialogues, shooting from the
heart.”In the video, Sharma directly addressed the curios-
ity surrounding her disappearance.“Hi, this is Malini, facing
the camera again after 23 years of Raaz. For those of you
wondering where I disappeared, well, I am alive. I am here
to present The Slow Local Diaries,” she said. The choice of
background music was a nostalgic one — her iconic “Aapke
Pyaar Mein” from Raaz.Life at the farm hasn’t meant that
Sharma has completely stepped away from professional
work. She recently revealed that she has taken up a work-
from-home role as a relationship manager with a coffee
company.Alongside this, she sells customised oils. Her farm
also doubles up as a retreat. Sharma offers her 3BHK villa
in the forest for monthly rentals and hosts packages that
include accommodation, food and sessions with psycholo-
gists in collaboration with mental health professionals. The
property also has a library and offers what she describes
as a slower, quieter experience — tailor-made meals, walks
and conversations away from the rush of city life.

‘I am here’When SCREEN reached out to Sharma for
an interview, she made it clear that she wasn’t interetsed in
giving interviews. Instead, she said she would communi-
cate through her Instagram page whenever she felt neces-
sary. And perhaps that says more about her life today than
any formal interview could.For someone who once lived
under the glare of Bollywood cameras, Sharma now seems
content to be known for what she is building rather than
what she once was. She hasn’t exactly erased Malini
Sharma, the model and actor who appeared in CATS, Raaz
and some of the most popular music videos of her era.She
has simply given herself another identity — one built around
a farm, food, trees, coffee, guests and a slower life in the
Sahyadris.

Yash halts Toxic event midway after
loudspeaker stand collapses, four injured
The pre-release event for Yash’s upcoming film

Toxic: A Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups at Malla Reddy Uni-
versity in Hyderabad on Saturday evening was disrupted
when a loudspeaker stand collapsed, injuring four stu-
dents. According to Cyberabad Police, one student suf-
fered a fracture while the others sustained minor injuries.
A case has been registered against the organisers of the
event.Cyberabad Police told The Indian Express, “Four
students suffered minor injuries as a loud speaker fell
down. One suffered a fracture. Case has been registered
against organisers. No stampede. No grievous
injuries.”The incident occurred while Yash was on stage
addressing the packed audience, which consisted pri-
marily of university students. The actor noticed the com-
motion immediately and stopped his speech midway. “Are
they okay? Please check,” he called out from the stage,
directing event organisers and security to attend to the
injured.After the initial response, Yash noticed other stu-
dents climbing onto structures around the venue to get a
better view of him. He paused again and requested them
to get down, warning them it was not safe. Before resum-
ing his speech, he checked with the crowd once more. “Is
everyone okay? Is everyone safe?” he asked, waiting for
confirmation before continuing.    During the
#ToxicTheMovie pre-release event, students climbed onto
the sound boxes, which suddenly collapsed, leaving sev-
eral students injured.    During YASH speech at hyderabad
pre release event some fans went excited and compro-
mised their safety. Yash immediately noticed and stopped
his speech and ask them to come down and after making
sure they are safe then he resumed his speech.The con-
dition of the two injured students was not immediately
known at the time of writing. The event continued after
the incident and concluded without further disruptions.

The pre-release event for Yash’s
upcoming film Toxic: A Fairy Tale for
Grown-Ups at Malla Reddy University in
Hyderabad on Saturday evening was dis-
rupted when a loudspeaker stand col-
lapsed, injuring four students. Accord-
ing to Cyberabad Police, one student
suffered a fracture while the others sus-
tained minor injuries. A case has been
registered against the organisers of the
event.

‘Something came out from the bones’: Shakeela
recalls terrifying cervical spine operation

Actress Shakeela underwent cervical spine surgery
after years of playing games for hours on her phoneActress
Shakeela underwent cervical spine surgery after years of
playing games for hours on her phone.Actress Shakeela
has revealed that she underwent cervical spine surgery after
years of playing games for four to five hours at a stretch on
her mobile and PlayStation, combined with long hours of
watching videos on Instagram and YouTube.

In an interview with Milestone Makers, the actress said
these habits directly caused the disc problem in her neck
that eventually required an operation. ” I used to play games
for 4-5 hours on the mobile and PlayStation and watched
videos on Instagram and YouTube. I was happy playing
games and loved the experience, but the hours spent in the

same position, typically lying on my side in bed, took a
toll on my cervical spine over time. When the pain be-
came severe, I visited the hospital, where doctors exam-
ined me and recommended surgery as the only effective
solution.”

She agreed to the procedure after understanding
that the condition would not improve without surgical in-
tervention. During the operation, doctors inserted a tita-
nium chip between two vertebrae and fixed it with screws
to stabilise the affected area. The surgery cost Rs 3 lakh.
“Something came out from between two of the bones. For
that, they have now put a titanium chip and fixed it with
screws,” she said, adding, “Honestly, it is an unneces-
sary expense. Forget the money, there is also the pain
and suffering.”

She used the interaction to warn her audience about
excessive phone use, particularly urging parents to moni-
tor their children’s screen time. “Use the phone only for
essential things. Avoid watching unnecessary videos, even
mine, and watch only useful ones. Otherwise, you will lose
Rs 3 lakh and have to endure unbearable pain as well,” she
said.

Who is Shakeela?Born Shakeela C Begum near
Nellore in Andhra Pradesh, the actress rose to fame through
softcore adult films. After a few unimpressive appearances,
she played the central character in director RJ Prasad’s
Kinnara Thumbikal, which became a massive blockbuster,
grossing a whopping Rs 4 crore against a reported budget
of just Rs 12 lakh. The movie not only earned big but also
made Shakeela a pop-culture icon in Kerala, marking the
beginning of the Shakeela tharangam (wave).For the next
few years, the actor pretty much ruled the industry, with
her films becoming bigger successes than those headlined
by most men, particularly since mainstream Malayalam cin-
ema was plagued by a serious dearth of quality work at that
time. However, the Shakeela tharangam did not last long.

Ranveer Singh says only MoU signed for Don 3;
why that may be an issue for Farhan Akhtar

The row between Ranveer Singh and Farhan Akhtar
over the former’s alleged sudden, unceremonious exit from
Don 3, the latter’s highly anticipated directorial, has taken a
new turn. After turning to the Film Western India Cine Em-
ployees (FWICE) a few months ago didn’t bear any fruit for
Farhan and his producing partner Ritesh Sidhwani’s Excel
Entertainment, they recently resorted to another film body.

Ranveer Singh’s response to IMPPAAfter hearing their
side of the story, the Indian Motion Pictures Producers As-
sociation (IMPPA) invited Ranveer to present his side of
the story. While Ranveer’s father Jagjit Singh Bhavnani
agreed to meet them, the actor’s team sent the film body
their response, urging IMPPA to stay out of the row, and
even threatening legal action in case they don’t.A Mid-Day
report claims that Ranveer threatened to sue IMPPA if they
take any recourse, given they don’t enjoy any jurisdiction
over the said matter. Ranveer took the same stand against
the FWICE a couple of months ago, a week after the film
body issued a non-cooperative directive against the actor.
So, the fact that IMPPA may face similar consequences
would not be surprising.

Is an MoU legally binding?
The more interesting part of Ranveer’s response is

his claim that there exists no “formal agreement” between
him and Excel Entertainment for Don 3, but only a “Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)”. That’s why he’s insist-
ing all film bodies to not interfere in the matter, and let Excel
Entertainment go to court if they want a recourse.

So, is an MoU not legally binding? Does it not hold any

enforcement powers at all? SCREEN spoke to Sanjay
Vasudevan, a media and entertainment lawyer at Bay Coun-
sel LLP, for a more informed perspective. “Without review-
ing the actual MoU, together with any related correspon-
dence and subsequent conduct of the parties, it would not
be possible to make a final determination as to whether the
MoU between Ranveer Singh and Excel Entertainment was
legally binding. The absence of a separate long-form agree-
ment is relevant, but it does not, by itself, mean that no
enforceable contract existed,” he says.“A court would likely
examine the language of the MoU, including whether it uses
mandatory terms such as ‘shall’ or ‘undertakes’, whether it
contains a ‘subject to contract’ qualification, and whether it
specifies matters such as the actor’s role, remuneration,
dates, exclusivity, promotional obligations, termination
rights, and consequences of withdrawal,” argues
Vasudevan.

“The parties’ subsequent conduct would also be rel-
evant, including whether an advance was paid, dates were
blocked, pre-production commenced, public announce-
ments were made, or the parties continued negotiating
material commercial or creative terms,” he adds. As is
known, both Excel Entertainment and Ranveer had jointly
unveiled the promo of Don 3 three years ago, which even
featured the actor taking on the titular role. The production
house has also furnished details of the impending outdoor
shoot, pre-production expenses incurred, and Farhan’s
periodical communication with Ranveer before his exit, along
with the relevant supporting documents.“The practical dis-
tinction is that a binding agreement may give rise to con-
tractual remedies, including damages for proven and fore-
seeable losses, subject to principles of causation, remote-
ness, and mitigation. Depending on the terms, a party may
also seek injunctive relief or other equitable remedies. How-
ever, compelling an actor to provide personal artistic ser-
vices through specific performance would generally raise
significant legal and practical difficulties,” points out
Vasudevan.“In the film industry, it is common for an initial
term sheet or MoU to be followed by a more detailed talent
or artist agreement dealing with remuneration, schedules,
creative approvals, publicity, credits, intellectual property,
termination and liability. Whether the later agreement was
merely intended to document an already concluded bar-
gain, or was instead a precondition to any binding commit-
ment, would depend on the wording of the MoU and the
surrounding facts,” he adds.In conclusion, Ranveer’s posi-
tion that only an MoU existed may be “legally significant”,
most crucially “if the document expressly contemplated a
future definitive agreement and left material terms unre-
solved”. However, that doesn’t prevent Excel Entertainment
to contend that the MoU itself recorded a “concluded com-
mitment” and the subsequent agreement was intended only
to “capture operational details”. However, exact terms of
the MoU would be studied in order to decide the merits of
either case.

Nivin Pauly’s ‘Bethlehem Kudumba
 Unit’ makers issue anti-spoiler appeal

Chennai: The makers of director Girish AD’s recently
released superhit Malayalam film ‘Bethlehem Kudumba
Unit’, featuring actors Nivin Pauly and Mamitha Baiju in the
lead, on Monday requested the public not to record or share
theatre snippets and key scenes of the film on social
media..Bhavana Studios, the production house that has dis-
tributed the film, issued a statement, which actor Nivin Pauly
shared on his social media timelines. Sharing the statement
of the production house, the actor wrote, “Request your at-
tention!”

In its statement, the production house said, “Thank
you for the global blockbuster love! We’re overwhelmed by
the unprecedented bookings and the incredible joy you’re
bringing to theatres.”

It then made a request. The production house said, “A
humble request: Kindly avoid recording or sharing theatre
snippets and key scenes on social media. Let everyone
experience the magic and surprises of the film on the big
screen. Let’s keep the experience special for everyone. See
you at the theatres!”The film, which hit screens worldwide
on August 21 this year, has gone on to emerge a superhit.

For the unaware, Nivin Pauly had taken to his X
timeline in July last year to announce the title of the film. He


