
Eight Hyderabad colleges booked for allegedly
submitting forged Fire NOCs

Hyderabad: A major forgery case has come to light after eight private colleges were allegedly found
submitting fake Fire No Objection Certificates (NOCs) by forging the signature of HYDRAA Commissioner A.V.
Ranganath.

The forged documents were reportedly submitted to the Telangana Board of Intermediate Education as
part of the colleges’ recognition process.Telangana government updatesFollowing a complaint, the Lake
Police registered a case under Sections 337, 336(3), 340(2), 318(4) read with 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS).

TGSRTC plans electric autos for
first-mile connectivity

Hyderabad: In a move aimed at making public transport more accessible and commuter-friendly, the Trans-
port Department is reportedly exploring the possibility of introducing electric auto-rickshaw services integrated with
Telangana State Road Transport Corporation (TGSRTC) operations.

The initiative is expected to improve first-mile and last-mile connectivity, a long-standing challenge for bus
passengers travelling to and from bus stops in the capital region.

Revanth Seeks Patil’s
 Intervention For Tummidihatti

Hyderabad: Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday urged the Centre to facilitate Maharashtra's
approval for increasing the height of the proposed
Tummidihatti barrage on the Pranahita river to 150-152
metres, saying the project was crucial for providing as-
sured irrigation to the backward undivided Adilabad dis-
trict.

He also requested the Centre to convene a meeting
between Telangana and Maharashtra governments at
the earliest to resolve the long-pending issue.

The Chief Minister, accompanied by irrigation min-
ister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy, met Union jal shakti minis-
ter C.R. Patil in Delhi and discussed the importance of
the Tummidihatti project, the need for early statutory clear-
ances, and the progress made on the issue following his
recent letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Revanth Reddy said the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) had responded to his representation and for-
warded the matter to the jal shakti ministry for action.

The Chief Minister briefed the Union minister on
Telangana and Maharashtra having an agreement to
construct the Tummidihatti barrage at a full reservoir level
(FRL) of 148 metres. He said Telangana was now seek-
ing permission to raise the barrage height to ensure grav-
ity-based water supply and obviate the need to deploy
motors to lift waters.

Revanth Reddy said that the Central Water and
Power Research Station (CWPRS), Pune, after conduct-
ing a scientific study, had reported that there was no sig-
nificant difference in the submergence area whether the
barrage was built at 148 metres or 152 metres. He pointed
out that nearly 50 per cent of the submergence would
remain confined to the riverbed, substantially reducing
the impact on upstream areas in Maharashtra.

Responding to the request, Patil informed the Chief
Minister that the ministry had received the communica-
tion forwarded by the Prime Minister's Office. He assured
Revanth Reddy that the Centre would initiate the consul-
tation process without delay.

Patil said the first step would be to convene a meet-
ing under the aegis of the Central Water Commission
(CWC), bringing together officials from Telangana and
Maharashtra to begin technical discussions. This would
be followed by a meeting of the irrigation ministers of
both states to take the matter forward and work towards a
mutually acceptable solution.

MPs Mallu Ravi, Vem Narender Reddy,
Ramasahayam Raghuram Reddy, Porika Balram Naik,
Gaddam Vamsi Krishna, M. Anil Yadav and Dr Kadiyam
Kavya, Telangana government's special representative
in Delhi A.P. Jitender Reddy, irrigation adviser Adityanath
Das and irrigation principal secretary E. Sridhar were
also present during the meeting.

Zuckerberg says sorry for Meta removing
Modi video, hosting child abuse content

New Delhi, August 5
Meta chief Mark Zuckerberg on Wednesday apologised to the gov-

ernment for temporary removal of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s July
23 exam reform video from Facebook and presence of child sexual abuse
content in advertisements on Instagram.

Speaking for Zuckerberg, Meta’s global affairs chief Joel Kaplan
said he had “apologised to the Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology (Ashwini Vaishnaw) on behalf of Meta for the error restricting
PM Modi’s Facebook post”.

Officials said Meta leaders Kaplan and Rafael Frankel, head, Asia
Public Policy, who represented the firm at the meeting, admitted to fail-
ures on regulating child sexual abuse content and deepfakes, and ac-
knowledged that a lot of money was paid for boosting a certain type of
content.

Meta, which owns Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, has been in
the eye of a storm since July 23 when a Facebook video of PM Modi

disappeared from the platform for five hours in an error which the
firm initially described as operational.

Dissatisfied with the response, Vaishnaw summoned Meta’s
global officials and the parliamentary committee for IT issued an
ultimatum to the company to either apologise or lose safe harbour
immunity under Section 79 (3) of the Information Technology Act,
2000.In today’s meetings, the government told Meta that it could
not claim the status of a neutral “intermediary” under the IT Act as
the company’s algorithms actively curated, recommended and
determined which users received content, rather than merely host-
ing third-party material.“Meta will, therefore, not be entitled to safe
harbour protections available to intermediaries, which shield plat-
forms from liability for user-generated content subject to compli-
ance with the law,” officials conveyed to Meta, which was also
asked to explain the presence of child sexual abuse material in
advertisements on the platform.

PM: Repeal Of Article 370
Revived J&K

 NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh have
undergone wide-ranging transformation since the abro-
gation of Article 370 in 2019, highlighting improvements
in infrastructure, education, healthcare, entrepreneurship
and sports. However, he made no reference to the long-
pending issue of restoring statehood to Jammu and Kash-
mir.

In a post on X marking the seventh anniversary of
the abrogation of Article 370, Modi described August 5,
2019, as a defining milestone in India's journey towards
inclusive development. He said the Centre remained
committed to the development of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh and to ensuring that every citizen had the
opportunity to "dream big, achieve and contribute" to-
wards building a Viksit Bharat.

The Prime Minister said the region had witnessed
significant expansion of infrastructure and the creation of
new opportunities across various sectors over the past
seven years. He added that women and members of
marginalised communities, who had been denied sev-
eral constitutional rights for decades, had now been em-
powered through the full application of the Constitution.

Modi also noted that this year's anniversary coin-
cides with the 125th birth anniversary of Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. He said the Bharatiya Jana Sangh founder's
commitment to national unity continued to inspire gen-
erations and that the vision he championed found
fulfilment with the abrogation of Article 370.

While reiterating the Centre's commitment to the
development of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, the

Prime Minister did not mention the restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir, an assurance he had given
on earlier occasions. He had previously said the Centre
was committed to restoring statehood and that it remained
a "solemn promise", adding that efforts were underway to
create the conditions for it to be done expeditiously.

Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee, founder of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the precursor to the BJP, had cam-
paigned for the full integration of Jammu and Kashmir
with the rest of India through the removal of Article 370.
He was born on July 6, 1901, and died in detention in
Srinagar on June 23, 1953.

Dial 112 Turns Single Support Platform for All Emergencies
Telangana Police on Wednesday launched Dial

112, the AI-enabled Telangana Emergency Response
Support System (TG-ERSS), positioning it as a unified
platform integrating police, fire, ambulance and other
emergency services. The service is currently operational.

Launching the new emergency number, Director-
General of Police C.V. Anand said 112 would serve as
the single point of contact for citizens during emergen-
cies, integrating services related to women’s safety, child
protection and disaster response.

Stating that the migration of Dial-100 operations from
GVK EMRI at Kompally had been completed without dis-
ruption, the DGP said the upgraded system has improved
call-handling efficiency, with average call-taker response
time reduced from 100 seconds to 69 seconds and dis-
patcher time from 90 seconds to 64 seconds.

“Overall call centre processing time has come down
from 190 seconds to 133 seconds, an improvement of
nearly 30 per cent,” he said.

The DGP said Telangana recorded an average
emergency response time of around six minutes in urban

areas and 15 minutes in rural areas, with an overall state
average of 10 minutes and 30 seconds, compared to the
national average of about 18 minutes.

According to Anand, the new system uses artificial
intelligence to filter duplicate and non-emergency calls
and prioritise incidents based on severity and urgency. It
includes features such as smart call routing, AI-assisted
dispatch, voice-to-text transcription, advanced caller lo-
cation identification through Location-Based Services and
integration with Google Maps, along with real-time dash-
boards and performance analytics.

Anand said the system currently identifies the loca-
tion of about 94 per cent of callers through Location-Based
Services, five per cent through digital mapping and one
per cent through advanced location tools.

A live demonstration of the AI-enabled platform was
conducted during the programme, showcasing intelligent
call processing, location identification, incident
prioritisation, dispatch of the nearest patrol vehicle, live
monitoring and real-time operational dashboards.

AI-enabled Telangana Emergency Response Sup-

port System (TG-ERSS) is a unified platform integrating
police, fire, ambulance and other emergency services.

It operates round the clock with 164 trained person-
nel and 900 SIP-based communication channels.

Around 14 lakh calls are received through the inter-
active voice response system daily

18,000 emergency calls are handled and nearly
7,500 incidents are dispatched for field action.

1,860 patrol vehicles — including 788 four-wheel-
ers and 1,072 two-wheelers —integrated into the sys-
tem.

Platform identifies the nearest available vehicle for
quicker deployment and enables monitoring from call
receipt to closure, a TG information technology officer
said.DGP C.V. Anand says the system uses artificial in-
telligence to filter duplicate and non-emergency calls and
prioritise incidents based on severity and urgency.

 At first presser since ouster,
Hasina sticks to December return

New Delhi, August 5
 Bangladesh’s former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

on Wednesday claimed that the July-August 2024 upris-
ing that ousted her from power was “not merely a sponta-
neous student protest” but a meticulously orchestrated
campaign for regime change. She also strongly defended
the actions of law enforcement agencies, saying the state
had a duty to protect lives, public property and security
personnel amid widespread violence.

She announced her decision to return to her home-
land in December, asserting that she was prepared to
face any consequences, including arrest, imprisonment
or threats to her life.

In a virtual address, delivered through audio only, to
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club in the national capital,
Hasina rejected the widely held narrative that the move-
ment was an organic student-led agitation. Instead, she
alleged that organised groups had exploited the quota

reform protests to engineer the fall of her government.
“A great falsehood has been repeated before the

world: that the movement was only a peaceful student
movement. Behind the language of reform, organised
groups were working to turn students’ demands into a
violent  political instrument,” Hasina said.

She said her government had already abolished the
quota system in 2018 in response to student demands
and appealed the high court’s 2024 decision after it rein-
stated the quota system. According to Hasina, she per-
sonally initiated dialogue with protesting students and
invited them to the Prime Minister’s residence, while three
ministers also held discussions with them.

“But the quota reform movement was turned into a
one-point demand for my resignation,” she alleged, claim-
ing that “false propaganda” was systematically spread
and that genuine students were manipulated by
organised groups pursuing regime change.
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Awareness and Vigilance Are the Strongest
Weapons Against Cyber Crime: Police Commissioner

“Khammam, August 5 (Indian Chronicle): Police Com-
missioner Sunil Dutt stated that awareness and vigilance
are the most effective weapons in preventing cyber crimes.
As part of Cyber Jagrukta Diwas, the Cyber Crime Police
organized a special awareness campaign titled "Suraksha
Ka Tiranga – Cyber Swatantra Telangana" and "Fraud Ka
Full Stop" for students at SR Junior College in
Khammam.““Addressing the gathering, the Commissioner
said that while digital technology has made life easier, cyber
criminals are misusing it to steal people's money, personal
information, and compromise their privacy. He noted that
the rapid growth of UPI, internet banking, mobile banking,
digital wallets, online shopping, and social media has also
increased the opportunities for cyber fraud.““He advised
citizens never to share their bank account details, OTPs,
UPI PINs, or CVV numbers with anyone. He urged people
not to click on unknown links, to use strong and unique pass-
words for every account, and to enable Two-Factor Authen-
tication (2FA) wherever possible. He also advised the pub-

lic to regularly monitor bank transaction alerts and immedi-
ately disconnect suspicious calls before contacting the con-
cerned institution through its official numbers.““The Com-
missioner warned that cyber criminals are increasingly us-
ing Artificial Intelligence (AI), fake websites, fraudulent mo-
bile applications, fake job offers, investment scams, digital
arrest frauds, QR code scams, and OTP-based frauds to
deceive people. He pointed out that while criminals are
adopting advanced technologies rapidly, public awareness
has not kept pace, making cyber crime a growing
challenge.““He revealed that hundreds of cyber fraud com-
plaints are registered every month, causing financial losses
worth lakhs of rupees. Even highly educated people are
falling victim to these scams due to the psychological tac-
tics used by cyber criminals. Once personal information,
OTPs, or banking credentials are compromised, victims
can lose their money within minutes.“

“Highlighting the rise in "Digital Arrest" scams, the
Commissioner explained that fraudsters impersonate offi-
cials from central investigative agencies or the police through
video calls, intimidate victims, and force them to transfer
huge amounts of money. He also warned against fake trad-
ing applications promising unrealistic returns on
investments.““He advised people not to open suspicious
links, download unknown applications, share OTPs, scan
QR codes indiscriminately, overshare personal information
on social media, or use the same password across mul-
tiple accounts.““In case of any online financial fraud or cyber
crime, victims should immediately call the National Cyber
Crime Helpline – 1930, which operates 24×7, and report
the incident without delay.““The programme was attended
by Cyber Crime DSP Phaninder, Inspectors Karunakar,
Balakrishna, Mohan Babu, Bhanu Prakash, Usman Sharif,
Ravi Kumar, and Sub-Inspectors Ranjith Kumar and Vijay
Kumar, among others.

Well Done, Journalist...
 A Citizen's Alertness Pre-

vents a Potential Accident

“Khammam, August 5 (Indian Chronicle): A major road
accident was averted thanks to the timely alertness and
civic responsibility of a journalist. While travelling on the
Khammam bypass road, the journalist noticed a lorry mov-
ing at high speed and continuously blowing its horn without
reason, creating panic among other motorists. Suspecting
that the driver might be under the influence of alcohol, he
immediately informed the Traffic Police.““At around 8:15 PM
on Tuesday, he contacted Traffic ACP Srinivasulu over the
phone and provided the lorry registration number AP 30 TA
2277 along with the necessary details. Although the ACP
was on leave, he promptly responded and alerted the local
traffic police to intercept the vehicle.““The lorry, which was
heading towards Wyra from the Khammam bypass, was
stopped by traffic police near the Yellandu Cross Road.
During the inspection, the driver was suspected of driving
under the influence of alcohol. A breath analyser test later
confirmed the suspicion, recording 270 mg/100 ml, well
above the permissible limit.““Traffic ACP Srinivasulu ap-
preciated the journalist for his prompt action, stating that
such timely information plays a vital role in preventing road
accidents. He urged citizens to remain vigilant and cooper-
ate with the police in ensuring road safety.““The incident
stands as an example of how a responsible citizen and a
vigilant journalist can help save lives by acting at the right
time.

Ignoring Leg Pain Can Be
Dangerous : Dr.P.C.Gupta

“Hyderabad, August 05 (Indian Chronicle) : People
should not ignore symptoms such as leg pain while walk-
ing, numbness, or non-healing foot ulcers, as these may
indicate blocked blood vessels, said Dr.P.C.Gupta, Clini-
cal Director and Head of Vascular & Endovascular Sur-
gery, Vascular Interventional Radiology, and Podiatric Sur-
gery at CARE Hospitals, Banjara Hills, in a statement is-
sued on Wednesday. He said that India has over 100 mil-
lion people living with diabetes, and nearly one lakh people
lose a limb every year due to diabetic foot complications.
He emphasized that timely diagnosis through Doppler
screening can help detect vascular diseases at an early
stage and prevent a majority of amputations. Marking Na-
tional Vascular Day, CARE Hospitals, Banjara Hills, will
organize free Doppler screening and free medical consul-
tations on August 6, he added.

World Breastfeeding Week Observed““Vice
Sarpanch G. Praveen Creates Awareness

on the Importance of Breastfeeding
“Khammam, Raghunathapalem, August 5: Indian

Chronicle““As part of World Breastfeeding Week, an aware-
ness programme was organized at the Anganwadi Centre
in Venkatayapalem village of Raghunathapalem mandal on
Tuesday. Village Vice Sarpanch G. Praveen attended the
programme as the chief guest and educated mothers about
the importance of breastfeeding.““Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said that breastfeeding immediately after birth helps
strengthen a baby's immune system and that breast milk
is the ideal and complete source of nutrition for the first six
months of a child's life. He emphasized that breastfeeding
plays a vital role in the physical and mental development of
infants and urged mothers not to believe in misconceptions
but to follow the guidance of doctors and Anganwadi
staff.““During the programme, Anganwadi teachers and
ASHA workers explained the benefits of breastfeeding,
proper nutrition for mothers, and infant care to pregnant
women and lactating mothers. An interactive session was
also conducted to address the participants' questions and

clarify their doubts.““The programme was attended by
Anganwadi staff, ASHA workers, medical personnel, preg-
nant women, lactating mothers, village elders, and women
from the village.

SP Calls for Vigilance as
Cybercrime Cases Continue to Rise

“Indian Chronicle, Kagaznagar, August 5: ““““Superin-
tendent of Police Nithika Pant stressed that public aware-
ness and vigilance are the most effective tools in combat-
ing cybercrime while addressing a cyber safety awareness
programme organised under the "Cyber Jagratha Diwas –

Suraksha Tiranga" campaign at the HRD Building in
Kagaznagar on Wednesday.“The programme, organised by
the Komaram Bheem Asifabad District Police, witnessed
the participation of a large number of students, government
employees, retired personnel, and senior citizens.“Speaking
on the occasion, the SP highlighted the rapid increase in
cyber offences and urged citizens to remain cautious while
using digital platforms. She advised the public to be alert
against investment scams, online financial frauds, social
media crimes, cyberbullying, online harassment, and
cyberstalking, emphasizing that timely awareness can pre-
vent most cyber offences.“

A video presentation was screened to educate partici-
pants on common cyber fraud techniques and the precau-
tions needed to safeguard personal and financial informa-
tion. The programme concluded with the release of cyber
safety awareness posters, followed by a pledge in which
participants vowed to remain vigilant and spread aware-
ness about cybercrime prevention.“Among those present
were Kagaznagar DSP Wahiduddin, Town Circle Inspector
Prem Kumar, Rural Circle Inspector Kumaraswamy, Cyber
Crime Inspector Ravinder, and other police officials.

CPI Praja Chaitanya
Yatra Begins Today“
“Padayatra to Start at Thallampadu Highway

Junction““Creating Public Awareness on Government Fail-
ures is the Main Objective““Khammam, August 5: Indian

Chronicle““As part of the na-
tionwide call given by the
Communist Party of India
(CPI) National Council, the
CPI Khammam District Com-
mittee will launch the Praja
Chaitanya Yatra (Public
Awareness March) across
the district from August 6 to

August 13.““Addressing the media, CPI Khammam Dis-
trict Secretary Dandi Suresh said the Padayatra will be
inaugurated at 9:00 AM on August 6 at Thallampadu High-
way Junction in Khammam Rural Mandal by CPI Na-
tional Council Member Bagam Hemanth Rao. The yatra
will cover 20 mandals in the district.““Suresh alleged that
the Central Government has neglected the interests of
the people and is pursuing pro-corporate policies. He
said the primary objective of the Praja Chaitanya Yatra is
to educate the public about the failures of the Modi gov-
ernment and mobilize people on issues affecting their
livelihoods.““He criticized the Centre for weakening the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS) and demanded that it be imple-
mented in its original form. He also accused the govern-
ment of introducing policies that favour corporates at the
cost of farmers, including inadequate support prices, re-
duction of agricultural subsidies, and attempts to com-
mercialize agriculture.““He further alleged that the new
Labour Codes have weakened workers' rights by increas-
ing working hours and diluting labour protections. Rising
unemployment, inflation, and widening economic inequal-
ity, he said, have become major concerns that need to be
highlighted before the public.““Suresh also criticized the
Telangana State Government for delaying the implemen-
tation of several election promises, including farm loan
waiver and Indiramma housing schemes. He said these
issues would also be raised during the Padayatra.““Public
meetings and awareness programmes will be organized
at various locations throughout the march. The Praja
Chaitanya Yatra will conclude with a public meeting in
Khammam on August 13, he added.

Dondapati Venkaiah
Stood as a Symbol of Values

Bhagam Hemanth Rao““Khammam/Konijerla, August
5 (Indian Chronicle):““Telangana CPI State Secretariat
Member Bhagam Hemanth Rao said that late CPI leader
Dondapati Venkaiah was a symbol of social
values and remains forever in the hearts of the
poor.““He was speaking at the 49th death anni-
versary meeting of Dondapati Venkaiah, held on
Wednesday at Konijerla village under the chair-
manship of CPI village secretary Swarna
Ramesh.““Hemanth Rao said that through nu-
merous struggles led by the Communist Party
of India, thousands of poor families were pro-
vided with house sites and agricultural lands. He
described the sacrifices of Communist martyrs
as the foundation of these achievements.““He
alleged that the BJP-led Central Government
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi is pursu-
ing anti-people policies while favouring corpo-
rate interests, thereby harming the country's in-
terests. He also expressed concern that trade
agreements with the United States could ad-
versely affect India's agricultural sector.““He
further stated that, as part of the CPI's nation-
wide campaign to create awareness against the Central
Government's anti-people policies and mobilize people for
democratic struggles, the Khammam District CPI Commit-
tee will conduct "CPI Praja Poru Yatras" in villages across
the district from August 6 to August 13.““Among those who
attended the meeting were CPI District Secretary Dandi
Suresh, District Executive Members Errababu, Dondapati
Ramesh, Jagarlamudi Ranjith Kumar, CPM District Leader
Koppula Krishnaiah, Congress leaders Surampalli Ramarao

Uppal MLA Bandari
Lakshma Reddy Tours

Habsiguda Division

“HAABSIGUDA, AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE):
Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy visited Street No. 8 in
Habsiguda Division on Wednesday to personally assess
the problems being faced by local residents.During the visit,
the MLA inspected basic civic infrastructure, including
roads, drainage systems, drinking water supply, and street
lighting. He interacted with residents and listened to their
grievances. The locals brought several issues affecting the
area to his attention, following which the MLA instructed the
concerned officials to address them on a priority basis. He
also directed the officials to take immediate steps to en-
sure that residents do not face any inconvenience.“Speaking
on the occasion, Bandari Lakshma Reddy said that provid-
ing better civic amenities to the people is his primary objec-
tive. He stated that the development of every colony in the
Uppal constituency remains a top priority and assured resi-
dents that he would continue to monitor and resolve public
issues on a regular basis.Officials from various government
departments, BRS party leaders, local public representa-
tives, and residents participated in the visit.

Prof.Itikala Purushottam's
Birthday Celebrated Grandly“

“Hyderabad, August 05 (Indian Chronicle): The birth-
day celebrations of Prof.Itikala Purushottam, Vice Chair-
man of the Telangana Council of Higher Education, were
held with great enthusiasm at the Council's office on
Wednesday under the leadership of Dr.Raj Narayan Mudiraj,

State President of the
Telangana Intellectu-
als Forum. The event
was attended by
Pro f .Ba lak r i shna
Reddy, Chairman of
the Telangana Coun-
cil of Higher Educa-

tion; Prof.Sriram Venkatesh, Secretary; Dr.Akhtar Ali, Joint
Director of Admissions, Osmania University; Dr. Raviteja,
Assistant Professor, Osmania University; and Itta Udayasri,
NSS Programme Officer, Indira Priyadarshini Government
Degree College. A large number of intellectuals, professors
from various universities, degree and postgraduate college
faculty members, and NSS students participated in the cel-
ebrations. They felicitated Prof.Purushottam with shawls
and floral garlands and extended their heartfelt birthday greet-
ings.

Farmer electrocuted while
fixing borewell pump in Medak
Medak: In a tragic incident, a farmer was electrocuted

while resolving a technical glitch at his borewell pump set
at Nagasanpally in Kowdipally mandal. Chinthalagari Gopal
(45) completed the transplantation of paddy after Manjeera
received heavy inflows in Medak.

and Chiranjeevi, Konijerla Sarpanch Goode Pushpavathi,
Deputy Sarpanch Konakanchi Moshe, along with
Tammishetty Venkateswarlu, Papagandi Sudarshan,

Vempati Parasuramulu, Kampasati Venkanna, Dondapati
Kishan Rao, Pedamalla Rattaiah, Thotapalli Seetharamulu,
Thandu Somaiah, Putta Satyanarayana, Goddu Garla
Srinivas, Goddu Gorla Rambabu, Adapa Venkateswarlu,
Bandaru Mallikarjuna, Bandaru Venkanna, S.K. Saidulu,
Kommineni Venkaiah, Kommineni Narasimha Rao,
Kalavakatla Prasad, Chintala Rama Lakshmanulu,
Pothuraju Prasad, and several other leaders and party ac-
tivists.

 Watershed moment
for space industry

India’s space journey has reached a historic mile-
stone. The successful launch of Vikram-1, the first orbital
rocket developed in the private sector, is a watershed
moment because it achieved what is exceptionally rare in
the space launch industry: a successful orbital mission
on its very first attempt. Most new rockets suffer failures
or major anomalies during maiden flights, making its flaw-
less insertion of payloads into a 450-km orbit a remark-
able demonstration of engineering maturity, rigorous test-
ing and execution. Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace
has now joined a small and elite group of global compa-
nies that have successfully developed and launched or-
bital rockets. India is only the third country, after the United
States and China, where a private company has indepen-
dently placed payloads in orbit. The seven-storey rocket,
carrying technology demonstration payloads and post-
cards, lifted off ISRO’s First Launch Pad at Sriharikota
and, a little over 15 minutes later, placed its payloads in
an orbit roughly 450 km above the Earth. Named
‘Aagaman’ (arrival), it was the first of two test flights
Skyroot plans to do this year before starting commercial
launches next year. For nearly six decades, the space
sector was entirely in the hands of the government. Every
celebrated milestone, from Aryabhatta to Chandrayaan-
3, every Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) that be-
came the workhorse of global commercial launches, ev-
ery Mars and Moon mission, bore the unmistakable sig-
nature of the Indian state. That monopoly has ended now.
The achievement also validates India’s 2020 space-sec-
tor reforms, which opened ISRO’s infrastructure to pri-
vate firms, proving that Indian startups can independently
design, build and launch orbital-class rockets.
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Training & Awareness Program for Private
School Correspondents Held in Uppal

“UPPAL , AUGUST 05 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): A
special training and awareness program for correspondents
of all private schools in the Uppal Mandal was organized on
Wednesday under the leadership of Uppal Mandal Educa-
tion Officer (MEO) Rama Rao. More than 160 private school
correspondents participated, making the program a grand
success.“The District Education Officer (DEO) attended the
event as the chief guest. Other dignitaries present included
USPF President Vijayender Reddy, Academic Heights Di-
rector Shivakumar, District Planning Coordinator Ayyanna,
Traffic Sub-Inspector Madhusudhan, and other
officials.“During the program, experts provided comprehen-
sive training on UDISE+ data updates, student enrollment
procedures, traffic safety regulations for student protection,
drug abuse prevention, and other important educational and

administrative topics.“Speaking on the occasion, MEO
Rama Rao emphasized that every private school must
strictly comply with government regulations regarding school
safety, permissions, and administrative procedures. He
urged school managements to extend full cooperation in
making Uppal Mandal the No. 1 in the state in maintaining
government educational records. He also advised schools
to ensure proper maintenance of student records, institu-
tional documentation, and all other mandatory procedures
while adhering to the highest standards.With the participa-
tion of over 160 school correspondents, the training and
awareness program concluded successfully. The organiz-
ers stated that the program proved highly beneficial in
strengthening school administration, promoting student
welfare, improving educational standards, and ensuring ef-
fective implementation of government guidelines.

AI-Driven Dial 112 Redefines Telangana's
Emergency Response, Says DGP C.V. Anand

“Hyderabad correspondent, August 5 (Indian
Chronicle): "Every second counts in an emergency, and
every improvement in response can save lives," Telangana
DGP C.V. Anand said while unveiling the State's next-gen-
eration AI-powered Emergency Response Support System
(TG-ERSS) – Dial 112, describing it as a decisive shift from
conventional policing to an intelligent, technology-driven
emergency response network.“Launched at the Telangana
Integrated Command and Control Centre (TGiCCC), the
upgraded platform brings police, fire, ambulance, women
safety, child protection and disaster response services un-
der a single emergency number. Driven by artificial intelli-
gence, the system automatically filters non-emergency
calls, prioritises incidents based on urgency, pinpoints call-
ers through advanced location technologies, recommends
the nearest patrol vehicle and enables real-time monitoring
from the moment a call is received until the case is
closed.“The transformation has already produced measur-
able results. Overall call-processing time has fallen from
190 seconds to 133 seconds, while call-taking and dispatch
durations have also been significantly reduced, enabling

quicker mobilisation of field units. Telangana now records
an average emergency response time of six minutes in ur-
ban areas, 15 minutes in rural regions and 10 minutes 30
seconds statewide—well ahead of the national average of
around 18 minutes.“Operating round the clock with 164
trained personnel, the TG-ERSS centre receives nearly 14
lakh IVR calls every day, answers about 18,000 genuine
emergency calls and dispatches nearly 7,500 incidents daily.
The platform is digitally linked with 1,860 patrol vehicles
across all 31 police units, ensuring that the closest avail-
able team reaches the scene without delay while intelligent
filtering reduces the burden of spam and accidental
calls.“Calling it far more than a software upgrade, Anand
said Telangana has successfully migrated its legacy emer-
gency services to a government-owned digital platform,
strengthening operational control and reducing dependence
on external infrastructure. The next phase will see AI-en-
abled drones deployed in Hyderabad, Cyberabad, Malkajgiri
and Future City Commissionerates to provide real-time aerial
support during disasters, accidents, crime response and
major public events, further reinforcing Telangana's posi-
tion at the forefront of technology-enabled policing.

A Permanent Platform for
Journalists' Professional Growth

 A long-awaited home for the district media frater-
nity..““~ MLA Thudi Megha Reddy's initiative secures ?20
lakh for Press Club..““~ Suravaram Pratap Reddy Press
Club to honour journalism and its legacy..““~ Special De-
velopment Fund allocation marks a milestone in
Wanaparthy's media history..““~ Government issues ad-
ministrative sanction following journalists'
appeal..““Wanaparthy, August 5, ( Indian Chronicle)::““In a
significant boost to the journalism fraternity, the Telangana
government has sanctioned ?20 lakh under the Special
Development Fund (SDF) for the construction of the
Suravaram Pratap Reddy Press Club in Wanaparthy dis-
trict. The initiative, taken by MLA Thudi Megha Reddy, is
expected to provide journalists with a permanent platform
for professional activities, meetings, training programmes
and media interactions.““The long-pending demand of dis-
trict journalists received a major breakthrough after the MLA
personally pursued the proposal with the state government.
Administrative approval has now been issued, paving the
way for the construction of the much-awaited press club
building.““*From Representation to Government
Approval*““The proposal gained momentum during the re-
cent visit of *State Housing and Information & Public Rela-
tions Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy* to Wanaparthy.
On the occasion, local journalists submitted a memoran-
dum in the presence of MLA Thudi Megha Reddy, request-
ing financial assistance for the construction of a dedicated
press club building.““Recognising the importance of the re-
quest, the MLA immediately brought the matter to the
Minister's attention. Responding positively, the government
sanctioned *?20 lakh* from the Special Development Fund
and issued the necessary administrative orders.““A Trib-
ute to Suravaram Pratap Reddy*““The proposed press club
will be named after *Suravaram Pratap Reddy*, one of
Telangana's pioneering journalists, noted scholar and the
first MLA from the Wanaparthy constituency. The building
is envisioned not merely as an office but as a vibrant centre

for journalistic activities, media discussions, professional
workshops and capacity-building programmes.““The initia-
tive is also seen as a fitting tribute to Suravaram Pratap
Reddy's invaluable contribution to Telugu journalism, litera-
ture and public life, while inspiring future generations of jour-
nalists to uphold his ideals.““*Strengthening Journalists'
Welfare*““Speaking on the occasion, MLA *Thudi Megha
Reddy* said the state government considers the media as
the fourth pillar of democracy and remains committed to
the welfare of journalists. He thanked Minister *Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy* for promptly responding to the request
and approving the funds.““The construction of the
Suravaram Pratap Reddy Press Club is expected to
strengthen the institutional framework for journalists in
Wanaparthy, provide a permanent venue for professional
engagement and serve as an important bridge between the
media and the public.““The decision has been widely wel-
comed by the district's journalist community, who described
it as a historic milestone in the development of journalism
in Wanaparthy.

Paddy Field Demonstration Held at Nachepalli“
“Khammam/Nelakondapalli, August 5 (Indian

Chronicle):““A paddy field demonstration was organized by
Coromandel Company on Wednesday at Nachepalli village
in Nelakondapalli mandal of Khammam district. On the oc-
casion, an awareness programme was conducted to edu-
cate farmers on effective weed management and scientific
paddy crop cultivation practices.““Speaking at the
programme, Coromandel Company representative Ashok
advised farmers cultivating paddy during the current Kharif
season to use Decimate herbicide for effective weed con-
trol. He stated that only 140 grams of the herbicide is suffi-
cient per acre. He further explained that the herbicide should
be mixed with fertilizer or sand and applied within one week
after paddy transplantation. This practice helps in control-
ling weeds effectively and contributes to healthier crop
growth and higher yields.““The programme was attended
by Coromandel Company Zonal Manager Hussain Basha,
Territory Manager Ravinder, company staff, and local farm-
ers.

PDSU Submits Memorandum to Government
Women's Degree College Vice Principal Demanding

Immediate Resolution of Students' Issues
““Khammam, August 5 (Indian Chronicle):““The

George Reddy Progressive Democratic Students Union
(PDSU), Khammam District Girls Committee, on Wednes-
day submitted a memorandum to Government Women's
Degree College Vice Principal Dr. Ram Kumar, urging the
immediate resolution of various issues faced by students,
including poor sanitation, inadequate infrastructure, lack of
safe drinking water, improper maintenance of sanitary wash-
rooms, and non-functional fans, lights, and benches in
classrooms.““Speaking on the occasion, PDSU Khammam
District Girls Convener Paindla Shyamala said that students
of the Government Women's Degree College are facing
several hardships due to the lack of basic facilities. She
demanded that the college administration ensure daily sani-
tation and cleanliness on the campus and install separate
dustbins and sanitary pad incinerators for the safe disposal
of sanitary napkins.““She also urged the authorities to re-
pair non-functional fans and lights in classrooms immedi-
ately, provide new benches and desks in place of dam-
aged ones, and permanently resolve the drinking water prob-
lem by ensuring an uninterrupted supply of safe and clean
drinking water.““The PDSU leaders further demanded that
the college canteen provide hygienic and quality food at af-
fordable prices. They also called for strengthening campus
security by installing additional CCTV cameras and imple-
menting necessary safety measures for women
students.““They requested the management to place sug-
gestion boxes in every classroom so that students can sub-
mit their grievances, and to regularly review and address

those complaints. They also demanded regular cleaning and
maintenance of the RO water plant and water storage tanks
to ensure the supply of clean drinking water.““The delega-
tion emphasized that all pending issues should be resolved
immediately to safeguard the health, hygiene, safety, and
academic environment of the students.“

“The delegation included Paindla Shyamala (District
Girls Convener), Pravalika, Sandhya, Narmada, Swathi,
Manisha, Manvitha, and Sreenidhi.

Grand Gangamma Bonalu Festival Celebrated
in Manthani; Dignitaries Offer Prayers

“Manthani Peddapalli District, August 5 (Indian
Chronicle): The Gangaputra Bestha community celebrated
the Gangamma Bonalu Festival with great devotion and
grandeur on Wednesday.“The festivities began with the cer-
emonial breaking of a coconut and the placing of the idol of
Goddess Gangamma in a beautifully decorated palanquin.
Members of the Gangaputra Bestha community show-
cased their traditional fishing heritage by decorating and dis-
playing large fishing nets. Women carried Bonam offerings
on their heads in a colorful procession that moved towards
the Godavari River.“The procession featured DJ music, tra-
ditional folk dances, performances by drummers, and dem-
onstrations of traditional fishing techniques, making the cel-
ebrations a major attraction in the town.“At the banks of the
Godavari, idols of Goddess Gangamma, Goddess
Gowramma, Matsyagirindra, a fish, and a turtle were placed
on a specially prepared platform and worshipped with flow-
ers, turmeric, and vermilion. After the rituals, the idols were
immersed in the Godavari River. The Bonam offerings made
to the Goddess were distributed as prasadam among the
Gangaputra community, followed by a community
feast.“Several prominent leaders participated in the celebra-
tions and offered Bonam, including Manthani Municipal

Chairman Vodnala Srinivas, Vice Chairman Muskula
Sayender Reddy, BJP State leaders Chandrupatla Sunil
Reddy and Challa Narayana Reddy.“Speaking on the oc-
casion, they expressed happiness over the grand scale of
the festival and prayed for the blessings of Goddess
Gangamma upon the people of Manthani and the
Gangaputra community.“The event was attended by
Gangaputra Sangham leaders Gandham Venkataswamy,
Ankari Prakash, Ambati Satish, Boyini Narayana, Ambati
Srinivas, Gattayya, Soulla Swamy, Atiketi Naresh, Ankari
Shivamurali, Atiketi Kotesh, Mosam Narsaiah, Jeedula
Rajender, and Mosam Shankar, among others.

331 kg of Ganja Seized; Three Arrested

“Contraband Worth 1.65 Crore, Two Vehicles, Motor-
cycle, Mobile Phones and Cash Seized““Khammam/
Kusumanchi, August 5 (Indian Chronicle):““Based on cred-
ible information that a consignment of banned ganja was
being transported from Odisha to Karnataka, the
Kusumanchi Police, with the assistance of the Eagle Team,
conducted vehicle inspections on August 4 at around 3:00
PM near Jeellacheruvu on the National Highway.““During
the checking, police intercepted a Bolero vehicle, a car, and

a motorcycle. On noticing the police, the occupants at-
tempted to flee. However, the police swiftly apprehended
them and, upon inspection, found that the vehicles were
carrying banned ganja.““Following due legal procedures and
the preparation of a seizure panchanama, the police seized
331 kilograms of ganja valued at approximately
?1,65,50,000, along with two mobile phones, two vehicles,
one motorcycle, and ?10,000 in cash.““The accused were
arrested and later remanded to judicial custody. Further in-
vestigation into the case is in progress.““Details of the Ar-
rested Accused:““1. Vanthala Gopinath (27), S/o Vanthala
Mukund, Car Driver, Upparigottala Village, Maredumilli
Mandal, East Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh.“““2. M.
Nagaraju (32), S/o Murugesh, JCB Driver, Satnur,
Kanakapura District, Karnataka.“““3. Khilo Lakshman (25),
S/o Devadas, Agricultural Labourer, Upparigottala Village,
Maredumilli Mandal, East Godavari District, Andhra
Pradesh.““““Absconding Accused:““1. Buridi
Seetharam“““2. Alangi Laisen“““3. Manoj Kumar“““4.
Shivappa“““5. Dondo alias Raju“““6. Korra Lokon“““7.
Mallikharjun“““8. Manyam Karthik Kumar““““Police said ef-
forts are underway to trace and arrest the absconding ac-
cused, and further investigation is continuing.

District Collector Inspects
EVM Strong Room

“Khammam, August 5 (Indian Chronicle):““Khammam
District Collector T.S. Divakara on Wednesday inspected
the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) Strong Room located
at the Integrated District Collectorate, accompanied by Ad-
ditional Collector P. Srinivas Reddy.““As part of the monthly
inspection, the Collector examined the seal of the strong
room and verified the functioning of the CCTV surveillance
system. He also signed the inspection register and in-
structed the security personnel to maintain strict punctual-
ity while performing their duties in shifts.““The Collector em-
phasized that the security staff must remain alert at all times
to ensure the safety and security of the EVM Strong
Room.““The inspection was attended by Trainee Assistant
Collector Paras Kumar, Collectorate Election Section Su-

perintendent Raju, DT Ansari, officials from the R&B De-
partment, and other concerned officials.

Pastor Kampelli Das
Elected President of Division

Pastors Association“
“Manthani Peddapalli District, August 5(Indian

Chronicle): Pastor Kampelli Das has been elected as the
President of the Manthani Division United Pastors Fellow-
ship. The election was conducted through a ballot during a
meeting of pastors from the Manthani Division held on
Wednesday at the Senagogu Prayer Hall in Siripuram vil-
lage, Manthani Mandal.“The newly elected office bearers

are:“Vice President: Pastor
Kaluvala Samuel“General
Secretary: Pastor John
Paul“Joint Secretary: Pas-
tor Siripuram
Abraham“Treasurer: Pastor
Satvik“The executive com-
mittee members elected
are Pastor Elisha and Pas-
tor Dooda Mahesh.“The

meeting was attended by pastors from across the Manthani
Division and other members of the fellowship.
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Vishal's Makutam Releasing on August 14,
Grand Trailer Launch on August 7

“Makutam is the 99th film produced under the Super
Good Films banner. The movie stars Vishal as the lead
actor and also marks his debut as a director. It is produced
under the banner founded by the late RB Choudary. Anjali

and Dushara Vijayan play the female leads.““The teaser
and songs released so far have received a good response
and increased excitement for the film. As the music pro-
motions continue, the makers have shared a big update.
They announced that Makutam will release in theatres on
August 14, and the official trailer will be launched on August
7.““The film has already created high expectations since
Vishal appears in different looks, it is his first film as a di-
rector, and GV Prakash Kumar's music has impressed au-
diences. With the release date now confirmed, the promo-
tions are expected to become even bigger.““The cinema-
tography is handled by Richard M Nathan and Abhinandan
Ramanujam, while NB Srikanth is the editor. The film will
have a grand theatrical release on August 14.““Cast: Vishal,
Anjali, Dushara Vijayan, Thambi Ramaiah, Arjai, and
others““Technical Crew: ““Production House: Super Good
Films“Producer: RB Choudary“Writer, Director:
Vishal“Music: GV Prakash Kumar“Cinematography: Rich-
ard M Nathan, Abinandhan“Editor: NB Srikanth“Art Direc-
tor: G Durairaj“Costume Designer: Vasuki Bhaskar“PRO:
Sai Satish

Sundeep Kishan, Ugandhar Muni, Shining Pictures’
Grand Pan-India Socio-Fantasy Spectacle #SK33 Titled

Karikaala, Spectacular First Look Unveiled “
“Sundeep Kishan is all set to venture into uncharted

territory with an ambitious pan-India socio-fantasy spec-
tacle directed by Ugandhar Muni and produced by Mahidhar
Reddy and Rajashekhar Annabhimoju under the Shining
Pictures banner. After creating curiosity with the project's
concept poster, the makers have now officially unveiled the
film's title and first look, offering audiences a breathtaking
peek into its mythical universe.““The movie is titled power-
fully Karikaala. The spectacular first-look poster introduces
Sundeep Kishan in a never-seen-before avatar. Dressed
as a fearless warrior, the actor is seen charging through a
mystical forest on horseback with a sword in hand, while a
roaring lion races alongside him. The powerful visual im-
mediately establishes the film's larger-than-life scale, blend-
ing fantasy, adventure, and ancient folklore into an epic cin-
ematic experience.““Karikaala is being planned as a multi-
lingual release in Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi. Inspired by the
charm of timeless Chandamama fairy tales, the film prom-
ises a magical world filled with lions, wolves, mystical pow-
ers, forgotten kingdoms, and ancient legends. The makers
are aiming to recreate the sense of wonder associated with
classic fantasy stories while presenting it on a grand pan-
India canvas.““For Sundeep Kishan, the project marks one
of the most challenging transformations of his career. The
actor appears in a completely different attire and look, por-
traying a powerful warrior unlike any role he has played
before. His intense makeover, combined with the film's fan-
tasy setting, signals a fresh phase in his journey as an
actor.““The makers have also revealed that Karikaala is
being envisioned as an ambitious two-chapter saga. Chap-
ter 1 is slated for a worldwide release on July 2, 2027, while
Chapter 2 will arrive on October 28, 2027, indicating the
scale and confidence behind the project.““Following the suc-
cess of Shambhala, director Ugandhar Muni and the Shin-
ing Pictures team are mounting this new venture on an even
bigger canvas. With extensive world-building, cutting-edge
visual effects, elaborate production design, and immersive
storytelling, Karikaala aims to deliver a unique socio-fan-
tasy experience for audiences across the country.““With
its stunning title reveal, striking first look, magical fantasy

setting, and ambitious two-part release strategy, Karikaala
has instantly emerged as one of the most exciting pan-In-
dia projects in the making.““The film brings together a top-
notch technical team handling different crafts. Sricharan
Pakala provides the music. ““More updates regarding the
cast, other technical crew, and the film's expansive world
are expected to be unveiled later.

Retired Teachers Felicitated Recently retired
teachers Birudu Madhu and Bonala Ravinder
were felicitated by the Penjerutta Committee.“
“Manthani Peddapalli District, Aug 5(Indian Chronicle)

On the occasion, Loke Manohar and Tekkegari
Radhakrishnan honored them by draping shawls in recog-
nition of their dedicated service.““Speakers at the event
praised the teachers for their invaluable contribution to shap-
ing the bright futures of countless students throughout their
careers.““The felicitation ceremony was attended by noted
advocate Kethireddy Raghotham Reddy, senior Congress
leaders Gotikar Kishan G, Manthani Ramesh, Rampalli
Laxman, Palli Madhusudan, and several other dignitaries.

Agitate for Funds, Jobs and
Social Justice: Prof. Kodandaram

Strengthen TJS at the Grassroots Level Across
Khammam District““Khammam/Nelakondapalli, August 5
(Indian Chronicle):““Telangana Jana Samithi (TJS) founder
and MLC Prof. M. Kodandaram called upon party leaders
and activists to intensify their struggle for the aspirations of
the people of Telangana, including adequate funds, employ-
ment opportunities, irrigation water, and social justice.““The
newly elected TJS Khammam District President, Madasu
Srinivasa Rao, met Prof. Kodandaram in Hyderabad on
Wednesday. On the occasion, party leaders felicitated Prof.
Kodandaram, while Madasu Srinivasa Rao expressed his
gratitude to the party leadership for entrusting him with the
responsibility of leading the district unit.““Addressing the
gathering, Prof. Kodandaram stressed the need to
strengthen the party at the grassroots level in Khammam
district. He urged the leaders to complete the formation of
party committees from the booth level to mandal, town, and
district levels. He also called upon party workers to unite

people under the TJS banner to achieve social justice and
transform the party into a strong platform for people's
movements.““He further appealed to every party worker to
work with dedication to build TJS into a formidable political
and social force in the district.““Speaking on the occasion,
Madasu Srinivasa Rao said that every leader and activist
should work collectively to strengthen the party and develop
TJS into a broad-based platform representing the aspira-
tions of the people in Khammam district.““The programme
was attended by State Vice-President Ambati Srinivas, State
General Secretaries Palle Vinay Kumar, Gopagani
Shankara Rao, Mekapothula Narsaiah, and district leaders
Mandadi Venkateswara Rao, Theega Ramulu, Mohan Rao,
Nageswara Rao, Venkat Rao, among others.

Two Caesarean Deliveries Successfully Performed
at Manthani Mother and Child Health Centre

““Manthani Peddapalli District, August 5(Indian
Chronicle): Two caesarean deliveries were successfully
performed on Wednesday at the Mother and Child Health
Centre in Manthani, Peddapalli district, according to Area
Hospital Medical Superintendent Dr. T. V. Rajashekhar
Reddy.“The surgeries were carried out under the supervi-
sion of Gynecologist Dr. Mamidipalli Sravanthi,

Anaesthesiologist Dr. Gunta Mounika, and Pediatrician Dr.
Chilakalapalli Naresh. Doctors confirmed that both the moth-
ers and the newborn babies are in good health following the
procedures.“Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Rajashekhar
Reddy said that regular specialist doctors had been ap-
pointed to the Manthani Mother and Child Health Centre
through the special initiative of Telangana Minister for Infor-
mation Technology and Industries, Duddilla Sridhar Babu.
As a result, pregnant women, new mothers, and children in
the Manthani region are now receiving quality healthcare
services free of cost.“He stated that the government hospi-
tal is equipped to provide treatment comparable to private
hospitals and urged the public to make full use of the avail-
able healthcare facilities. He also informed that anyone with
suggestions or grievances related to the hospital may con-
tact the Medical Superintendent directly at
9885808589.“Pregnant women, ASHA workers, and local
residents expressed their gratitude to Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu for strengthening healthcare services at the
Manthani Mother and Child Health Centre and welcomed
the improved quality of government medical services in the
region.

KLH Conducts Faculty Development
Program on AI-Driven Digital Marketing

“Hyderabad, August 05 (Indian Chronicle) : The De-
partment of BBA at KLH Bachupally is organizing a six-day
AICTE-ATAL sponsored Faculty Development
Program(FDP) from August 3 to 8, focusing on Artificial In-
telligence and Advanced Analytics in Digital Marketing, ac-
cording to a statement issued on Wednesday by Dr.Anand
Bethapudi, Dean of KLH Global Business School.
Dr.Bethapudi said the program is designed to equip faculty
members and researchers with the latest knowledge and
practical insights into the application of Artificial Intelligence
and advanced analytics in digital marketing. Narasimha
Patro, Senior Area Head at Housing.com, attended the in-
augural session as the chief guest. The training sessions
are being conducted by industry experts including Nikhil
Kuruganti(Unblix), Shashi Vanga(OneCoreHub & AI Nexili),
Lokesh Arukala(GrowEx Digital Marketing Pvt. Ltd.), and

Ashok Kumar (Digi Medha), who are delivering lectures on
various emerging topics in AI-driven digital marketing. The
program was attended by Dr.L.Koteswara Rao, Principal
of KLH Bachupally, Dr.B.Sharath Simha, and other faculty
members.

MLA BANDARI LAKSHMA REDDY
Lays Foundation Stone for 25 Lakh

Drinking Water Pipeline Project
“UPPAL , AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Uppal

MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy laid the foundation stone for
the construction of a major drinking water pipeline at an es-
timated cost of ?25 lakh in the Beerappagadda area of
Chilkanaagar Division. The project aims to improve drink-
ing water supply to Sri Sairam Nagar Colony, Dharmapuri
Colony, and Srinagar Colony. Former Corporator Bannala
Geetha Praveen Mudiraj participated in the
programme.“Speaking on the occasion, MLA Bandari
Lakshma Reddy said that providing better basic infrastruc-
ture to the people is the government's top priority. He stated
that the government is implementing every promise made
to the people during the elections in a phased manner while
accelerating developmental works across the
constituency.The MLA appreciated former Corporator
Bannala Geetha Praveen Mudiraj for continuing to serve
the people and addressing their needs even after complet-
ing her tenure. He said that when people elect leaders com-
mitted to public service, development works progress faster

and essential civic amenities are delivered efficiently with-
out inconvenience to residents.“Among those present were
HMWS&SB DGM Supriya, Manager Kishtaiah, Work In-
spector Shekhar, members of the welfare associations of
Sri Sairam Nagar, Dharmapuri and Srinagar Colonies,
women from the colonies, BRS party leaders, and a large
number of local residents.

Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy
Inspects Kapra Lake Beautification Works

“UPPAL, AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Uppal
MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy on Wednesday inspected
the ongoing beautification and development works at Kapra
Lake being carried out under the HYDRAA initiative. He vis-
ited the site along with local residents and officials to review
the progress of the project.“During the inspection, the MLA
closely examined the ongoing works and directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure that the project is completed within
the stipulated timeframe while maintaining high quality stan-
dards. He emphasized that equal importance should be
given to environmental conservation while transforming the
lake into an attractive recreational destination for the
public.“Bandari Lakshma Reddy stated that the lake devel-
opment project would provide local residents with a cleaner
environment, walking tracks, green spaces, and other rec-
reational facilities. He also instructed officials to consider
the suggestions and opinions of local residents while imple-
menting the development works.“Residents brought sev-
eral issues and suggestions related to the lake's develop-
ment to the MLA's notice. Responding to their concerns,
he assured them that the issues would be examined and

necessary action would be taken.“The MLA reiterated his
commitment to developing Kapra Lake into a model envi-
ronmental and recreational destination for the Uppal
constituency.BRS leader Naveen Goud, party leaders, lo-
cal public representatives, government officials, and resi-
dents participated in the inspection.

Commissioner of Police Orders Temporary Restoration
of Two-Wheeler Movement on Old Munneru Bridge“

“Khammam, August 5 (Indian
Chronicle):““Commissioner of Police
Sunil Dutt has directed the Traffic Po-
lice to temporarily restore the move-
ment of two-wheelers on the old
Munneru Bridge after the temporary
causeway constructed near the
Munneru Bridge between Jalagam
Nagar and Kalvoddu was damaged due
to the heavy flow of floodwater. The de-
cision was taken to prevent accidents
involving vehicles and
commuters.““Keeping in view the past
experience of heavy rains and flooding
in the Munneru stream, which caused
severe inconvenience to local residents
and disrupted traffic movement, the
Commissioner visited the area and re-
viewed the situation.““During the inspec-
tion, he instructed the officials to take all necessary pre-
cautionary measures to ensure public safety, regulate traf-
fic effectively, and avoid inconvenience to commuters dur-

Healthy Hair Care Habits Key
During Monsoon : Experts

“Hyderabad, August 05 (Indian Chronicle): Increased
humidity, sweating, and getting drenched in the rain during
the monsoon can lead to common hair problems such as
frizz, dandruff, and scalp itching, said dermatologist and
aesthetic skin specialist Dr.Geetika Mittal Gupta in a state-
ment on Wednesday. Speaking along with Rob Smith,
Dyson Engineer and Principal Hair Scientist, Dr.Gupta said
that a healthy scalp is the foundation of healthy hair. She
emphasized the importance of maintaining scalp hygiene
by washing it regularly, avoiding sleeping with wet hair, and
tying the hair only after it has dried completely. She noted
that high humidity alters the natural texture of hair, making
hairstyles difficult to maintain for long periods.

ing the monsoon season. He also directed the Traffic Po-

lice to remain vigilant and implement appropriate traffic
management measures to prevent accidents and ensure
smooth movement of vehicles.
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Land Re-Survey Will Ensure Permanent Resolution

of Land Issues: District Collector T.S. Divakara“

“Every Farmer Will Receive Demarcated Boundaries
and a New Pattadar Passbook with Digital Mapping““All
Farmers Must Participate in the Re-Survey
Process““Khammam/Nelakondapalli, August 5 (Indian
Chronicle):““Khammam District Collector T.S. Divakara
stated that the State Government's Land Re-Survey
Programme will provide a permanent solution to long-pend-
ing land-related disputes. He was speaking at the Bhu
Bharati–Land Re-Survey Gram Sabha held at Kongara vil-
lage in Nelakondapalli mandal on Wednesday.““During the
meeting, the Collector interacted with farmers, listened to
their grievances, clarified their doubts, and explained the
objectives and benefits of the land re-survey.““He said that
issues such as land recorded in passbooks but not avail-
able on the ground, or cases where the cultivated land dif-
fers from the land recorded in official records, would be re-
solved through the re-survey. Farmers will receive prior
notice at least 24 hours before the survey, and every land-
owner should remain present during the survey to identify

their land boundaries.““The Collector informed that objec-
tions, if any, could be raised after the survey, and after re-
solving such objections, the updated records would be in-
corporated into the Bhu Bharati portal within 60 days. Dis-
puted lands would be verified through field-level inquiries
and placed under a special disposal category for appropri-
ate resolution.““He explained that the entire survey is being
conducted using modern technology, and the measure-
ments recorded during the survey would become the per-
manent official land records. After completion of the pro-
cess, every farmer would receive a new Pattadar Pass-
book along with a digitally mapped land sketch, clearly de-
fining the boundaries of their land.““He said the initiative
would eliminate boundary disputes among farmers and that
the survey would be conducted in a transparent manner
without any secrecy. Farmers having objections could ap-
proach the Tahsildar for redressal. He urged all farmers to
participate in the survey and personally verify their land
boundaries.““The Collector stated that the objective of Rev-
enue Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy is to ensure jus-
tice to every landowner. He added that the re-survey is pro-
gressing rapidly in Bethupalli and Kakaravai villages and
that the survey in Kongara would soon begin with 10 spe-
cial survey teams.““Later, the Collector inspected the un-
der-construction Village Federation Building at Buddaram
village and directed officials to complete all 21 buildings
under construction in the mandal within a month. He ex-
pressed satisfaction over the progress of the works.““The
programme was attended by Market Committee Chairman
Vennapusala Seetharamulu, Tahsildar P. Ram Prasad,
MPDO M. Yarraiah, Deputy Tahsildar Kanakam Narasimha
Rao, Mandal Revenue Inspector Alasyam Madhusudhan
Rao, Sarpanch Krishnakumari, Chittoori Srinivasa Rao,
Nallani Mallikarjuna Rao, Evuri Srinivasa Reddy, and other
officials and public representatives.

 Grand Celebration of UPPAL PRESS
CLUB(P&E) General Secretary

Narasimha Reddy's Birthday

“UPPAL, AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): The
birthday celebrations of Mr. Narasimha Reddy, General Sec-
retary of the Uppal Press Club (Print & Electronic Media),
were held in a grand manner on Wednesday.“Senior TRS
leader of Uppal constituency, Mr. Puduri Jitender Reddy,
attended the event as the chief guest. The celebrations were
organized under the leadership of Uppal Press Club (Print
& Electronic Media) President, Mr. Vaddepalli Kishore. On
the occasion, Mr. Narasimha Reddy was felicitated with a
shawl, followed by a cake-cutting ceremony.“Speaking at
the event, chief guest Mr. Puduri Jitender Reddy said that

journalists play a vital role in delivering truthful and unbi-
ased information to society. He appreciated the media for
acting as a bridge between the public and the government
by highlighting people's issues. He wished the Uppal Press
Club continued growth and extended his heartfelt birthday
wishes to Mr. Narasimha Reddy, praying for his good health,
happiness, and long life.“Addressing the gathering, Press
Club President Mr. Vaddepalli Kishore said that the unity of
journalists is the greatest strength of the Press Club. He
reiterated that the Uppal Press Club would continue work-
ing for the welfare, rights, and professional interests of
journalists.“The event was attended by Uppal Press Club
(Print & Electronic Media) Vice President Idapaka Suresh,
Boda Praveen, Kandukuri Prashanth, Organising Secretar-
ies Dhatrapu Devakumar, Yakoob Pasha, Nemmadi
Venkanna, and several other members, who conveyed their
birthday greetings to Mr. Narasimha Reddy.“[18:01, 5/8/
2026] +91 93911 09207: Sir /medam this is my perdonal
news two photos pls??

Congress Leaders Inspect Underground
Drainage Works at Babanagar, Reaffirm
Commitment to Solving Public Issues“

“Nacharam, Indian Chronicle, August 05:“““ Congress
leaders inspected the ongoing Underground Drainage
(UGD) works at Babanagar in Nacharam Division under
the leadership of Uppal Constituency Congress Party In-
charge Sri Mandamula Parameshwar Reddy and the su-
pervision of Nacharam Division President Sri Nutalakanthi
Raju, along with local colony representatives and party
leaders.“During the inspection, the leaders reviewed the
quality and progress of the works and instructed the con-
cerned officials to ensure that the project is completed at
the earliest without causing inconvenience to the public.
They emphasized that providing better civic infrastructure
and ensuring a permanent solution to drainage-related prob-
lems are among the key priorities of the government led by
Hon'ble Chief Minister Sri Anumula Revanth
Reddy.“Speaking on the occasion, the Congress leaders
reiterated their commitment to addressing public grievances
and ensuring that development works are carried out effi-

ciently for the benefit of the residents.“The programme was
attended by former Nacharam Division President Srikanth
Goud, Bandari Raghu, Gadda Kranthi Kishore, Jaffer,
Khayyum, Shankar Goud, Jupally Rajesh, Fasiyuddin,
Rajashekhar, Wali, Javeed, Erpula Sujatha, Poornima,
Lakshmi, Nazma, Sana, and several colony members.

Unauthorized Girls' Care Home Seized in Nagole
“Revenue Officials Act on Medchal Collector's Orders

“UPPAL, AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Acting
on the directions of Medchal–Malkajgiri District Collector
Mikkilineni Manu Chowdary, revenue officials on Wednes-
day sealed an unauthorized girls' care home operating un-
der the name Vatsalyam Voluntary Organization in Nagole.
Officials also seized the institution's records during the
operation.According to officials, inspections conducted by
the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) revealed that the
institution was functioning without mandatory registration
under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015. The inspection found that the home was shelter-
ing 16 orphaned girls from economically disadvantaged fami-
lies belonging to Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.“District
Collector and District Magistrate Mikkilineni Manu Chowdary
had recently issued orders directing that the institution be
taken over by the government. The official report stated that
the organization's founder, Raghavendra, had refused to
comply with legal requirements, behaved inappropriately

with officials, and allegedly attempted to obstruct govern-
ment duties by spreading false information.“The Collector
described the operation of a child care institution without
legal authorization as a serious violation of the Juvenile
Justice Act. Considering the safety and welfare of the girls,
he directed the Women and Child Welfare Department to
immediately take over the institution and assume respon-
sibility for its management.The Collector's orders also noted
that cases had previously been registered at Nagole Police
Station under the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act in
connection with the institution.Following these directions, a
team led by Uppal MRO Pool Singh Chauhan, along with
revenue officials and police personnel, sealed the girls' care
home on Wednesday and took possession of the relevant
records.The operation was carried out in the presence of
Uppal Deputy Tahsildar B. Sripal, RIs M. Ashwini Goud and
A. Veerendra Sai, Junior Assistant P. Venkanna, officials
from the Women and Child Welfare Department, and Nagole
Police.

 Land Re-Survey to Provide Permanent Solution to
Land Disputes: District Collector T.S. Divakara

Survey Will Be Conducted Transparently in the Pres-
ence of Farmers““Re-Survey Will Minimize Future Land Dis-
putes and Ensure Security for Farmers““Khammam/
Nelakondapalli, August 5 (Indian Chronicle):““Khammam
District Collector T.S. Divakara stated that the State
Government's Land Re-Survey Programme aims to per-
manently resolve land disputes, discrepancies in land ex-
tent, and errors in revenue records, thereby creating accu-
rate and transparent land records for farmers.““The Collec-
tor participated in a Land Re-Survey Awareness Gram
Sabha held on Wednesday at Kongara Village in
Nelakondapalli Mandal under Palair Assembly Constitu-
ency. During the meeting, he explained the objectives and
benefits of the re-survey in detail and clarified several doubts
raised by farmers and villagers.““Addressing the gathering,
the Collector said that the survey process begins with the
finalization of village revenue boundaries. This is followed
by the identification and segregation of government lands,
acquired lands, and other special categories of land. Only
after completing these preliminary steps will the agricultural
and privately owned lands be surveyed using modern tech-
nology and advanced surveying equipment.““He noted that
many farmers had faced problems in the past due to the
absence of Pattadar Passbooks, non-registration of names
in online records, and differences between the land recorded
in official documents and the actual land available on the
ground. In some cases, farmers had less land recorded
than they actually possessed, while in others, the recorded
extent was higher. He assured that all such discrepancies
would be corrected through the re-survey.““The Collector
said that notices would be issued 48 hours in advance to
every farmer before the survey. The survey would be con-
ducted in the presence of the landowner, who would iden-
tify the boundaries of his land. Neighbouring landowners
would also be present during the survey, and a panchanama
would be prepared before finalizing the boundaries. Farm-
ers would be informed of the measured extent immediately
after the survey.““He emphasized that the entire re-survey
process would be conducted transparently at the field level
without affecting the rights of any landowner. Every issue

would be examined carefully to ensure justice to all farm-
ers. He appealed to farmers not to believe rumours or mis-
conceptions and to cooperate fully with the officials con-
ducting the survey.““Referring to the successful implemen-
tation of the re-survey in Kakaravai and Bethupalli villages,
the Collector said awareness meetings are being conducted
in every village to explain the process. After completion of
the survey, the land details would be displayed publicly, and
farmers would be given 60 days to submit objections. After
resolving all objections, the updated records would be up-
loaded online, and BhuDhar Cards would be issued.““He
expressed confidence that once the re-survey is completed,
land disputes would reduce significantly, providing perma-
nent security and clarity to farmers regarding land
ownership.““Later, the District Collector inspected the con-
struction works of the new Village Organisation (VO) Build-
ing at Buddaram Village in Nelakondapalli Mandal and in-
structed officials to complete the works with quality and within
the stipulated time.““The programme was attended by
Nelakondapalli Tahsildar Ram Prasad, MPDO Erraiah, the
Village Sarpanch, concerned officials, farmers, and others.“

Funds Sought for Development Works:
Parameshwar Reddy Appeals to MMC Commissioner

UPPAL, AUGUST 5 (INDIAN CHRONICLE): Uppal
Constituency Congress Party In-charge Mandumula
Parameshwar Reddy met MMC Commissioner Vinay
Krishna Reddy on Wednesday and urged him to sanction
funds and grant administrative approvals for several pend-
ing development works in the Kapra and Mallapur
areas.“Accompanied by local residents, Parameshwar
Reddy submitted a memorandum requesting the allocation
of funds for various infrastructure projects under the Uppal
Zone. He appealed to the Commissioner to accord admin-
istrative approval for several urgent civic works in Kapra,
Mallapur, and surrounding localities.“He stated that the pro-
posed works would improve road connectivity, enhance
road safety, and provide better civic infrastructure to the
residents. Responding positively, Commissioner Vinay
Krishna Reddy reportedly directed the concerned officials
to take the necessary steps for implementing the proposed
works.“Major Works Proposed“Kapra
Division:“Construction/reconstruction of community halls at
Gandhi Nagar, Nayak Nagar–Banjara Colony, and Sai Baba
Nagar 'C' Colony.“Construction of CC roads from Sai Baba
Nagar Mosque Road to the Double Bedroom Housing Road
and near the Gandhi Nagar ration shop.“Construction of CC

roads from the IOB Bank Lane at Vempuguda to the main
road and around the VIP Godown area.“Construction of CC
roads in Yadav Basti and New Gandhi Nagar.“Establishment
of an open gym in Sai Baba Nagar.“Construction of a cul-
vert at Yellareddyguda.“Mallapur Division:“Construction of
community halls at Lakshmi Nagar and New Narasimha
Nagar.“Establishment of an open gym at Pittala
Basti.“Mallapur Division President Jamila Begum, former
President Kappara Sai Kiran Goud, senior leader Nemali
Anil, along with Tillu Mudiraj, Kabir Bhai, Bhukya Nayak,
Sheshadri, Lakshman, Venu, Nagaraju, Mahesh, and resi-
dents of Sai Colony, participated in the programme.

SIR Process Being Conducted
Transparently: District Collector Divakar T.S.

““86.98% of Voter Data Digitized in Khammam Dis-
trict So Far““District Collector Reviews SIR Programme with
Representatives of Political Parties““Khammam, August 5
(Indian Chronicle):““District Collector Divakar T.S. stated
that the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls is being carried out in a completely transparent man-
ner as per the guidelines of the Election Commission of
India (ECI).““On Wednesday, the District Collector chaired
a review meeting with representatives of various political
parties at the Collectorate conference hall to discuss the
progress of the SIR programme.““Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Collector said that 86.98% of voter details in
Khammam district have been digitized so far. Polling sta-
tion-wise digitization reports will be shared with representa-
tives of all political parties.““He informed that during the spe-
cial verification process, 95,740 voters were found to have

permanently shifted to other places, 33,134 voters were
identified as deceased, and 42,814 voters are yet to be
mapped.““The Collector further stated that the Election
Commission of India has issued a revised schedule for the
SIR programme in Telangana. The digitization of voter data
and rationalization of polling stations should be completed
by August 10, 2026.““He announced that 19 new polling sta-
tions have been proposed in Khammam district and that
efforts are being made to establish them, as far as pos-
sible, in government buildings.“

“The draft electoral roll will be published on August 17,
and claims and objections will be accepted until September
16. These will be disposed of by October 15, after which
the final electoral roll will be published on October 19, in
accordance with the guidelines of the Election Commission
of India.

CPGET 2026 results de-
clared; 93.54 per cent qualify

Hyderabad: Kakatiya University on Wednesday de-
clared the Common Post Graduate Entrance Tests
(CPGET) 2026 results, with 93.54 per cent of the students
qualifying the examinations for admission to 39 PG
programmes offered by the conventional universities in the
state. A total of 52,697 candidates registered, 45,462 ap-
peared and 42,526 qualified.

The results, released by TGCHE Chairman Prof. V
Balakista Reddy, Kakatiya University Vice Chancellor Prof.
K Pratap Reddy and CPGET 2026 Convener Prof. Rajendra
Katla, were made available on the website https://
cpget.tgche.ac.in/.This time, no entrance tests were con-
ducted for admissions to six PG programmes – Arabic,
Sericulture, Theatre Arts, Marathi, Persian and Electronics
– as the applications received were fewer than the number
of seats available in those programmes.
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Channi supporters disrupt Warring
speech, expose Punjab Congress rift

GNS News Agency, August 5
In an embarrassment for the Congress, supporters of

former Punjab chief minister Charanjit Singh Channi raised
slogans in his favour in the presence of state Congress
president Amarinder Singh Raja Warring and All India Con-
gress Committee general secretary in charge of the state,
Bhupesh Baghel, at a party event in the Patiala region on
Saturday.

Channi’s supporters repeatedly chanted “Charanjit
Singh Channi Zindabad” and “Channi liaao, Punjab bachao
(bring Channi, save Punjab)” slogans as Warring started
speaking, creating a disruption. There was also some hoot-
ing directed at the state unit chief.Warring became visibly
upset, demanded to know why the slogans were being
raised, and warned that disciplinary action would be taken
against those disrupting party programmes. He could be
seen asking “koi problem hai, koi problem hai (is there any
problem)” while pointing towards someone in the crowd that
had gathered close to the dais. There was some jostling

between the supporters of Channi and Warring even as
speakers on the dais kept asking everyone “not to spoil the
atmosphere”.

The sharp differences within the party cadres spilt into
the open at the ‘Har Booth Congress Mazboot’ event, which
was projected as one in a series of weeklong events to
launch the Congress’s 2027 election mission. Baghel is on
a 10-day visit to Punjab and is holding meetings in various
cities to launch the poll campaign.‘Important not to lose
cool’Warring sought to maintain calm as the event contin-
ued and requested everyone who loved Congress to sit
down even as the shouting continued. In his speech, War-
ring said that in the coming says all leaders of the party will
be seen on one platform. “I will make efforts in coming days
to ensure that everyone is on the same stage…It is also
important not to lose cool in the enthusiasm,” he said.Warring
appealed to the cadres to maintain amity among themselves
too. He repeated his past statement that all senior leaders,
be it Partap Singh Bajwa, Charanjit Singh Channi or
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa, were better than him.The epi-
sode highlights ongoing factional tensions within the Punjab
Congress unit ahead of the 2027 Assembly elections. These
stem from the high command’s July decision to retain War-
ring as state president while appointing Channi as chair-
man of the campaign committee. Channi’s camp has held
meetings expressing dissatisfaction, with some leaders and
workers pushing for a larger leadership role for the former
CM, amid claims of broader support among cadres.Channi
and allies such as Randhawa have stayed away from cer-
tain programmes led by Warring or Baghel. The incident in
Patiala has fuelled further discussion about internal differ-
ences, even as party leaders have previously sought to
project unity under the high command.

Heavy rain batters Central Gujarat, 140
students evacuated from Vadodara hostel
GNS News Agency, August 5
A fresh spell of heavy rain lashed central Gujarat late

Friday and continued into Saturday, inundating low-lying
areas, disrupting road connectivity and prompting authori-
ties to issue flood alerts across five districts, including
Vadodara.In Vadodara district, incessant overnight rain led
to flooding in the city and surrounding areas. Rescue teams
evacuated around 150 people, including 140 students, from
a hostel near Waghodia after they were stranded in waist-
deep water. They were rescued around 3 am using trac-
tors and other equipment.

The evacuated students were shifted to safer loca-
tions, where food, drinking water and medical assistance
were arranged. Authorities said all those rescued were safe.
Pumping operations are underway to drain water from the
campus, sources said.Municipal Commissioner Arun
Mahesh Babu visited waterlogged localities in Vadodara city,
while District Collector Anil Dhameliya inspected Dev Dam
late at night to review gate operations amid rising inflows
from the upper catchment. Officials appealed to residents
of low-lying areas to remain vigilant and avoid rumours.

Vadodara’s Ajwa as well as Pratappura reservoirs saw
a significant rise in water levels — Ajwa standing at 210.5
feet with an increase of two feet in 24 hours, while Pratappura
has risen to 226 feet. Both the reservoirs are receiving
steady inflow of water from the catchment areas of
Panchmahal district.“Both the reservoirs are still below the
rule level, and we have a cushion for water inflow as Ajwa
is about 210.5 feet. The teams visited and monitored the
situation. We have received about 3.5 inches of cumulative
rain in the last 24 hours. But since the city’s stormwater
drainage is fully functional and 74 pumping stations are run-
ning, the waterlogging in the usual places, especially walled
city areas, has receded within half an hour. There is noth-
ing to worry as of now,” Babu told The Indian Express.The
heavy rain, however, exposed the city’s old infrastructure,
with fresh sinkholes reported from Ward 12, where resi-
dents alleged that road cave-ins had become a recurring
monsoon hazard due to ageing underground drainage and
water pipelines. In one incident, a dog fell into a deep sink-
hole near the Ward 12 office and was rescued by the fire
brigade. Residents accused civic authorities of failing to
undertake preventive maintenance despite repeated cave-
ins in the locality.

Flooding in the district areas also disrupted traffic on
the Vadodara-Dabhoi road near Rajli village, forcing authori-
ties to temporarily close the route leading to the Statue of
Unity after water flowed over the carriageway. Officials said
the road would be reopened once water levels receded.In
neighbouring Narmada district, the administration opened
seven gates of the Karjan Dam after heavy rainfall in the
catchment area. Around 82,100 cusecs of water, including
hydropower discharge, was released into the Karjan river,
prompting an alert for 15 to 20 downstream villages, includ-
ing Rajpipla, Bhadam, Bhacharwada, Hajarpura, Dhanpor
and Dhamanacha. Officials urged residents living along the
riverbanks to remain cautious as inflows into the reservoir
continued.Bharuch district also remained on high alert after
heavy rain caused several causeways to overflow. Authori-
ties closed 15 roads across Valiya, Netrang and Jhagadia
talukas as a precaution. Barricades, warning signs and
police personnel were deployed at the affected stretches,
while alternative routes were arranged in parts of
Netrang.The rain also claimed a life in Bharuch district. A
50-year-old man, Sureshbhai alias Gadbad Chandubhai
Rathod, drowned while bathing in a village pond at Keshwan
in Vagra taluka on Friday. Villagers rushed to rescue him,
but he was declared dead after being pulled from the water.
Vagra police have registered a case of accidental death
and initiated an investigation.In Kheda district, heavy rain
since early Saturday caused the Shedhi river to swell and
flow above danger level, prompting the administration to
advise residents living along the riverbanks to remain alert.
While the rising water levels raised concerns in vulnerable
areas, the rainfall brought relief to farmers hoping for a good
kharif season.

CAG flags acute staff shortages, drug
shortages in Bengal’s public health system

Acute shortage of doctors and frontline health work-
ers, inadequate infrastructure, poor availability of essential
medicines and deficiencies in patient care have plagued
West Bengal’s public healthcare system, the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) has said in its report on the
state’s health services.In its report, Public Health Infrastruc-
ture and Management of Health Services in West Bengal,
tabled in the Assembly on Saturday, the CAG flagged sig-
nificant gaps in the three-tier system, comprising primary,
secondary, and tertiary healthcare facilities despite the
state’s extensive public health network.

The Sub-Centres (SCs), Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) and Community Health Centres (CHCs), also
known as Rural Hospitals (RHs)/ Block Primary Health
Centres (BPHCs) in West Bengal, are primary level
healthcare units, which provide healthcare services to the
rural population. As of March 2022, 10,368 SCs, 916 PHCs
and 348 CHCs, had been created in the State.Patients re-
quiring more serious healthcare attention are referred to the
second tier of the healthcare system, by the primary
healthcare units, which comprises District Hospitals (DHs),
Sub-divisional Hospitals (SDHs) and State General Hospi-
tals (SGHs). At present 18 DHs, 36 SDHs and 24 SGHs,
are functioning.

Among its most serious findings, the audit reported a
54.27% shortage of medical officers (general duty) and a
91.14% shortage of specialist medical officers in Commu-
nity Health Centres (CHCs). At the state level, shortages
stood at 36% for specialist MOs and 49% for general duty
MOs, while the sampled districts recorded an overall short-
age of about 41%. In the District Hospitals, the shortage of
General Duty Attendants was 63.20%.The report also
pointed to severe shortages of other healthcare personnel.
Nearly 89% sub-centres (SCs) had no male healthcare
worker, 46% of staff nurse posts at Primary Health Cen-
tres (PHCs) were vacant, and 75% of laboratory technician
posts remained unfilled. More than 92% of PHCs were func-
tioning without either a male or female health assistant, while
251 of the state’s 348 CHCs had no radiographer; and no
staff nurses were posted in 51 CHCs. Twenty-nine CHCs
had no Pharmacists, 30 CHCs had no laboratory techni-
cians and 341 (almost 98%) CHCs had no O.T. attendants
posted.

The audit also highlighted major infrastructure gaps.
Though 55,000 deliveries had been conducted at homes

across the state, in the last three years, none of the SCs
had been upgraded with facilities for conducting
deliveries.The CAG mentioned that the MOs had not vis-
ited 45% of the SCs, even once a month.

It found that 71% of PHCs lacked emergency or ca-
sualty services, while 90% were not equipped to provide
emergency obstetric care, including Caesarean sections.
Around 70% of PHCs had no functional beds, and labour
rooms were unavailable in more than half of them. Only 11
new sub-centers and three new Primary Health Centres
had been set up in the State in the last six years.At the
CHC level, 285 of the state’s 348 centres did not have a
blood storage unit, while emergency newborn care was
unavailable in several facilities. The report also noted that
super-speciality services, barring oncology, were absent
in 89 to 100 per cent of district hospitals.

The CAG also questioned the availability of medicines.
It found that 63% of notified essential drugs had never been
procured by district hospitals, while several others remained
out of stock for prolonged periods.The report flagged defi-
ciencies in maternal healthcare, noting that 35% of regis-
tered pregnant women did not receive even one check-up
by a medical officer during their four scheduled antenatal
visits. It also found that 99.56% of home deliveries were not
assisted by skilled birth attendants.Traditional birth atten-
dants and ASHA had not even been trained in 1,294 SCs.
Against 454 cases of home deliveries, in areas covered by
the sampled SCs, only 49 home deliveries had been as-
sisted by ANMs.Reviewing the implementation of centrally
sponsored health programmes, the CAG said progress un-
der the National Programme for Control of Blindness and
Visual Impairment had not been adequately assessed, while
screening under the National Leprosy Eradication
Programme remained inadequate. It noted that leprosy
prevalence exceeded prescribed norms in six districts.The
audit also criticised food services at Kolkata’s SSKM Hos-
pital, designated by the state government as a “Centre of
Excellence”. It found there had been no dietician at the hos-
pital since 2018, no system for regular quality checks of
food, and poor hygiene in the kitchen and storage
areasImplementation of centrally sponsored schemeCAG
report stated, “Progress under the National Programme for
Control of Blindness & Visual Impairment (NPCB&VI) had
not been assessed. Adequate Vision Centres had not been
set up. Vacancies of 44.26 per cent existed in the cadre of
Medical Technologist (Optometry). Insufficient number of
cataract surgeries and inadequate Corneal transplantation,
were observed.”It further added, “Adequate screening of the
population was not done, as prescribed under the National
Leprosy Eradication Programme. A considerable number
of persons, prima facie suspected for leprosy during the
screening, were not medically examined for confirmation.
The prevalence rate of leprosy was more than the norms
prescribed, in six districts of the State.”During a joint in-
spection conducted in 2022, auditors found damaged floor-
ing with stagnant dirty water, food grains stored directly on
the floor, poor ventilation in the storeroom and rodent-dam-
aged sacks of rice and wheat.

CM Suvendu Adhikari says infiltrators will be
sent back as digital census begins in Bengal

GNS News Agency, August 5
West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Sat-

urday said it is not India’s responsibility to take care of infil-
trators and that such people will be sent back to their
homeland.Speaking at an event in Bidhannagar to mark the
launch of the fortnight-long digital self-enumeration phase
of the census exercise in the state, the chief minister also
assured the audience that personal information collected
during this period would not be misused.

“The data is completely confidential and legally pro-
tected. It will be used only for statistics, planning, and de-
velopment. There is no chance of anyone’s personal infor-
mation being made public or misused,” Adhikari
remarked.Explaining the details of the enumeration system,
the chief minister said, “Those who are unable to use the
online system or who live in remote areas need not worry.
Government representatives will reach their homes directly.
The entire process will be conducted in accordance with
the guidelines of the Census Authority of India. Completing
this census work is the constitutional duty of every govern-
ment employee.”Thereafter, delivering a stern message on
border security, Adhikari said, “Illegal infiltrators will not re-
main in this state or in this country. Through the prescribed
legal process, they are being identified and sent back with
due caution, and this will continue in the days ahead as
well. It is not India’s responsibility to take care of illegal
infiltrators.”The Bengal chief minister also claimed that “out
of 27 lakh deleted electors in Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), only 7 lakh applied to the tribunal.”Drawing a clear
distinction between infiltrators and refugees, the chief min-
ister remarked that under the provisions of the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), people from the Hindu, Sikh, Bud-
dhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian communities who have
come from Bangladesh are not infiltrators but refugees.

“According to the Government of India’s notification
dated September 1, 2025, the rules are clear. No case may
be filed against any refugee who came to this country by
December 31, 2014, after suffering religious persecution or

to save their life, and the police also cannot harass them in
any way.”After the digital enumeration phase, physical house
listing and house enumeration exercise under the census
will be conducted from August 16 to September 14. During
this period, detailed information related to the condition of
the household, such as drinking water, toilets, electricity,
cooking fuel, and internet connectivity, will be collected. In-
formation on assets such as radios, televisions, comput-
ers, and two- and four-wheelers will also be gathered.The
second phase of the census will be held in February next
year. In that phase, officials will collect information on the
name, age, gender, caste, and religion of each family mem-
ber.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari said illegal infil-
trators will be identified and sent
back while assuring that data col-
lected during the census self-enu-
meration process will remain confi-
dential.

SIT to probe Gujarat man’s ‘custodial
death’ after Supreme Court order

GNS News Agency, August 5
The Gujarat Police has constituted a three-member

special investigation team (SIT) to investigate the alleged
custodial death of 70-year-old Zahiruddin Shaikh at
Ahmedabad’s Vejalpur police station, days after the Su-
preme Court directed the registration of a First Information
Report (FIR) and ordered an independent probe.

The SIT has been constituted by Gujarat Director Gen-
eral of Police G S Malik in compliance with the Supreme
Court’s July 23 order. The team will be headed by Superin-
tendent of Police (CID Crime) Rohan Anand and comprise
CID Crime Deputy SP P D Vala and CID Crime Police In-
spector N H Siddiqui.The officers have been directed to take
over the investigation immediately after the FIR is regis-
tered at the concerned police station and submit a final re-
port before the jurisdictional magistrate in accordance with
the Supreme Court’s directions.

In a communication to the Ahmedabad police com-
missioner, the DGP has directed that an FIR be registered
on charges of murder and abetment of suicide, in accor-
dance with the Supreme Court order. The DGP’s direction
also states that all necessary police assistance be extended
to the SIT. Subsequently, the in-charge Ahmedabad City
Commissioner of Police, Sharad Singhal, on July 31 in-
structed the concerned police station to “register the FIR
without delay, transfer the case papers to the SIT and pro-
vide full cooperation to the investigating officers”.What the
Supreme Court said

The SIT was constituted following a July 23 Supreme
Court order by a bench comprising Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana.
The bench observed that there was a prima facie case for
registration of an FIR after considering the submissions
made by Senior Advocate I H Syed, appearing for the
petitioner’s family.“We are satisfied that a prima facie case
for registration of an FIR under Sections 103 and 108 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, without naming any sus-
pects at this stage, is made out. Consequently, the said
FIR shall be investigated by an Special Investigation Team,
comprising of a police officer of the rank of deputy commis-
sioner of police along with two more officers, to be nomi-
nated by the director general of police, Gujarat…”, the or-
der states.

The Supreme Court order further directed, “The mem-
bers of the SIT must be those who are not posted in the
district where the alleged occurrence took place. The SIT
is directed to file the final report after investigation before
the jurisdictional magistrate as early as possible, and pref-
erably within two months.”The court also directed that, if
the appellant remained dissatisfied after the investigation,
he would be at liberty to file a protest petition before the
jurisdictional magistrate seeking further investigation. It also
directed the police commissioner to inquire into the family’s
allegation of threat perception and take appropriate action
in accordance with law.‘Was forcibly given tablets’

The Supreme Court’s intervention came on an appeal
filed by Zahiruddin Shaikh’s son, Tofik, challenging the fail-
ure of the authorities to register a criminal case over his
father’s death after he was taken into custody by the Vejalpur
police.Shaikh was arrested on May 18 in connection with
an alleged cow slaughter case registered by the Vejalpur
police. His family has alleged in their petition that police per-
sonnel forcibly administered 30 to 40 tablets of prescription
medicines to Shaikh, resulting in a fatal overdose on May
20. It also alleged that before his death, Shaikh made two

dying declarations, one recorded in medico-legal papers at
SVP Hospital and another in two videos allegedly recorded
by the petitioner, in which he named police personnel and
described the alleged assault.The Supreme Court’s direc-
tions came nearly two months after the Gujarat High Court
declined to order registration of an FIR, holding that the pe-
titioner must first exhaust the statutory remedies available
under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita. Even while
dismissing the petition on May 29, the High Court had ob-
served that it was “ironic” that an alleged violation of the
Supreme Court’s Constitution bench judgment in Lalita
Kumari vs Government of Uttar Pradesh on mandatory reg-
istration of FIRs in cognisable offences could not be directly
enforced through a writ petition because of the doctrine of
alternative statutory remedy.

Over 5.9 crore ITRs filed
by July 31 deadline, says
Income Tax Department
New Delhi: More than 5.9 crore income tax returns

(ITRs) have been filed for the Assessment Year (AY) 2026-
27 by the July 31 deadline, the Income Tax Department
said on Saturday, while thanking taxpayers for their timely
compliance.

In a post on social media platform X, the department
said, “Thank you, taxpayers! Over 5.9 crore ITRs were filed
for AY 2026-27 by July 31st! Your trust and timely compli-
ance provide the energy that fuels India’s growth.”The lat-
est figures indicate that over 40 lakh returns were filed on
the final day, as taxpayers rushed to meet the July 31 due
date for individuals and entities that are not required to get
their accounts audited.The filing momentum gathered pace
sharply in the final weeks before the deadline.

The department had earlier said that more than 1.7
crore ITRs had been filed by July 11 — which rose to over
3 crore by July 22.Later, the number crossed 4 crore by
July 27, exceeded 5 crore on July 31 and reached more
than 5.5 crore before the close of filing on Friday, before
finally crossing the 5.9-crore mark.In addition, the Income
Tax Department had repeatedly urged taxpayers not to wait
until the last moment and to complete the filing process well
before the deadline to avoid possible technical glitches and
heavy traffic on the e-filing portal.For AY 2026-27, the Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) notified revised ITR forms
incorporating updated disclosure requirements.
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Karnataka calls all-party meet over Cauvery
water directive; bandh on August 13

GNS News Agency, August 5
With the Cauvery Water Management Authority

(CWMA) endorsing a directive of the Cauvery Water Regu-
latory Committee (CWRC) to the state of Karnataka to re-
lease daily 3,500 cusecs of water to Tamil Nadu, the
Karnataka Congress government has called an all-party
meeting on the issue on Sunday, even as pro-Kannada
groups called for a state bandh on August 13.Despite a re-
quest by the Karnataka side to the CWMA to delay imple-
mentation by a fortnight of a July 28 order of the CWRC to
release Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu, the CWMA on Thurs-
day upheld the CWRC order and asked Karnataka to re-
lease water immediately to Tamil Nadu for 15 days.The
CWMA order is the first Cauvery crisis encountered by the
two new chief ministers of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu – D
K Shivakumar and Joseph Vijay, respectively – whose par-
ties are allies in the TVK government in Chennai.Pro-
Kannada groups, which have traditionally agitated against
release of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu during distress
years for Karnataka farmers, held a meeting on Friday af-
ternoon and announced a state bandh on August 13.

“The order to release water to Tamil Nadu must be
strongly opposed. There will be a bandh in the whole of
Karnataka on August 13 from 6 am to 6 pm. The Karnataka
Film Association, the state employees’ association, hotel
associations and others are supporting this bandh. We call
for moral support from everyone and ask that no one should
oppose the bandh,” veteran Kannada activist Vatal Nagaraj
announced on Friday afternoon.Earlier this week, Karnataka
Congress CM Shivakumar had invited the Tamil Nadu TVK
CM Joseph Vijay to Karnataka for a meeting on August 3
on the Cauvery issue and had suggested a joint aerial sur-
vey to understand the water crisis in Karnataka due to a
deficient monsoon. The pro-Kannada groups have said the
Karnataka government should invite the Tamil Nadu CM
only if the neighbouring state agrees to drop its demand for
water release.On Thursday, following the CWMA’s confir-
mation of the CWRC order of July 28, Shivakumar said
that another appeal had been filed before the CWMA and
that an all-party meeting on the Cauvery water issue would
be held on Sunday (August 2).

Today, an appeal has been filed before the Cauvery
Water Management Authority, and we will discuss how to
take this matter forward in the all-party meeting. We have
discussed this issue with (BJP) MPs and Union Ministers
Pralhad Joshi, V Somanna, Jagadish Shettar, and
Basavaraj Bommai, and they are making utmost efforts for
the welfare of the state,” Shivakumar said.We have no in-
terest in fighting with each other. There is a law of the land.
We must respect one another. The entire country must
work together,” Shivakumar said regarding the possibility
of tensions escalating on the issue in Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu.“We have requested Chief Minister Vijay to person-
ally assess the situation in the Cauvery basin. I have also
informed him that the Government will make the neces-
sary helicopter arrangements for his visit. He should wit-
ness the ground realities himself. Let us see what decision
he takes,” the Karnataka CM said on July 29 before the
CWMA order of July 30.Karnataka argued before the CWMA
on Thursday that the state is facing “acute hydrological dis-
tress” since “Karnataka’s inflows are 65.65 per cent below

the 30-year average due to the Super El Niño” even as Tamil
Nadu’s main rainfall period – the northeast monsoon – will
begin only in October.“Tamil Nadu already has substantial
carryover storage from Karnataka’s earlier releases,” and
“in distress years, Northeast monsoon has significantly
augmented Tamil Nadu’s storages,” the Karnataka govern-
ment argued in an effort to delay the release of 3,500 cusecs
of water.Karnataka sought keeping “the CWRC’s direction
in abeyance for another fortnight” to “review the evolving
hydrological situation”.Tamil Nadu, on the other hand, urged
the CWMA to direct Karnataka to “enhance the daily re-
lease beyond 3,500 cusecs, contending that the prevailing
hydrological distress warranted a higher quantum of
release.”The CWMA, however, “endorsed the decision of
the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee dated 28.07.2026,
directing Karnataka to ensure a daily flow of 3,500 cusecs
at Biligundlu for a period of 15 days.”

The dispute over Cauvery water sharing aggravates
during drought years, and the last time a similar situation
arose was in 2023 when Karnataka was directed by the
CWMA to release 10,000 cusecs of water amid a water
crisis in the state due to insufficient monsoon rainfall.While
the contentiousness of the dispute between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu over the sharing of the Cauvery River water
has diminished since the Supreme Court of India virtually
settled the over 200-year-old water sharing dispute in 2018,
the contentions now revolve around the CWMA rulings when
there is poor rainfall in the catchment of the river in
Karnataka.In 2023, for the first time since the broader dis-
pute was settled, the contentions over CWMA orders
reached the Supreme Court. The CWMA is a largely apo-
litical authority created under the aegis of the Union Water
Resources Ministry to oversee the implementation of the
2018 Supreme Court orders, and it regulates the dispute
between the two states.The contention of political parties in
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, however, is that the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal and the Supreme Court order of
2018 on sharing the Cauvery water have only spelt out the
water-sharing norms during a normal monsoon and not dis-
tress years.Political parties like the DMK in Tamil Nadu,
the Congress and the Janata Dal (Secular) in Karnataka
have in the past called for the PM’s intervention to create a
mechanism for redressal of the dispute in distress years.Out
of the 740 TMC of Cauvery River water to be shared every
year, the Supreme Court awarded 404.25 TMC to Tamil
Nadu, 284.75 TMC to Karnataka, 30 TMC to Kerala, 7 TMC
to Puducherry and 14 TMC for environment protection and
wastage into the sea.The Supreme Court also ordered the
creation of the CWMA and the CWRC to adjudicate dis-
putes that come up between the states within the frame-
work of the final orders of the court.Under the February 2,
2018, verdict of the top court in the Cauvery water dispute,
Karnataka is supposed to release 123.14 TMC of water to
Tamil Nadu between June and September. Karnataka is
behind schedule for water release in June and July this year,
resulting in Tamil Nadu approaching the CWRC for inter-
vention.

The Karnataka government has also been seeking
implementation of the Mekedatu check dam project on the
Cauvery River in Karnataka to facilitate drinking water stor-
age for Bengaluru and for release of excess water to Tamil
Nadu in crisis situations.n the past, prior to the Supreme
Court order of 2018, protests over the Cauvery dispute have
resulted in violence in Karnataka with mainstream political
parties trying to gain currency among the electorate by tak-
ing up highly chauvinistic positions.In 1991, the dispute over
the sharing of the Cauvery River water between Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu erupted in violence, resulting in the death
of nearly 23 people in Karnataka. The state was governed
by S Bangarappa of the Congress at the time.In 2016, when
the Congress was in power under chief minister
Siddaramaiah, Bengaluru witnessed incidents of violence
during protests over the release of Cauvery water to Tamil
Nadu, and two persons were killed in police firing.

From bonded labour to a mother’s embrace: Punjab
reunites Tamil Nadu man with family after 23 yrs

GNS News Agency, August 5
In 2003, when the family was in Poomalaipatti, Prakash

(then 16) left home after getting into an argument with his
younger brother over a two-wheeler.In 2003, when the family
was in Poomalaipatti, Prakash (then 16) left home after get-
ting into an argument with his younger brother over a two-
wheeler. (Photo/AI-Generated)On July 28, a reunion ended
a separation that began in 2003 and culminated in an ex-
traordinary inter-state search involving a Punjab-based
NGO, a retired Haryana Assembly secretary, a Tamil jour-
nalist and the district administrations of Punjab and Tamil
Nadu.For nearly 23 years, 68-year-old R Sundari believed
that she had lost her elder son forever; Prakash (39) has
returned to her mother with his own ordeal.Nearly three de-
cades ago, Sundari and her late husband, Rammurthy, had
moved to Neelambur in Tamil Nadu’s Coimbatore district
in search of work. They had two sons — Prakash and
Prabhu. Prakash studied up to Class IV before dropping
out of school. Their original residence is in Poomalaipatti
village in Tamil Nadu’s Virudhunagar district,In 2003, when
the family was in Poomalaipatti, Prakash (then 16) left home
after getting into an argument with his younger brother over
a two-wheeler.When he failed to return after a considerable
amount of time, his family lodged a missing person report.
But he had vanished without a trace.Nearly four months
later, there was a brief call from Prakash made to a
neighbourhood grocery store in Poomalaipatti. He informed
them he was in Chennai. This gave the family some hope.
They believed he would eventually come back. He never
returned until now.When the family was in Neelambur,
Prakash’s father succumbed to cancer, and the family sold
their village land for his treatment. After which Sundari
started living with the younger son, Prabhu, and her source
of income became a parcel of farm land on lease, said Pal
Singh Khraud, chief sewadar of Apna Farz Sewa Society.
Apna Farz Sewa Society is the Patiala-based NGO that
rescued Prakash and reunited him with his mother.

Under unknown circumstances, Prakash reached

Punjab and was allegedly kept as a bonded labourer at a
dairy farm in Jasraur village in Ajnala, Amritsar, for nearly
two decades, Khraud informed. “He was chained, confined
and forced to work without wages before our organisation
rescued him in July 2022.”After he was rescued, Prakash
was brought to Apna Farz Sewa Society in Lachkani vil-
lage, Patiala, where he underwent medical treatment, coun-
selling and rehabilitation. Khraud said Prakash was
traumatised and in deep shock, and initially he barely re-
membered anything. The only information he could provide:
his first name and that he belonged to Tamil Nadu.His con-
dition had started to improve with the passing months. By
2023, Prakash’s memory began returning in
fragments.Around the same time, retired Haryana Assem-
bly Secretary Subhash Chander, who was voluntarily as-
sisting the NGO in the rehabilitation work, started speaking
with Prakash about his past. During one such conversa-
tion, Prakash recalled the name of his native village —
Poomalaipatti.With this crucial clue, the NGO began search-
ing for the village sarpanch’s contact number online. The
barrier in language emerged as a new challenge. It was
then that the sarpanch connected them with Tamil journal-
ist Muthaiya, who acted as a translator. Muthaiya later also
travelled to Neelambur in Coimbatore to trace Sundari.What
followed ended the mother’s belief that her son was forever
lost — a video call between the family and the NGO, during
which Sundari instantly recognised her long-lost son.Khraud
recalled that although Prakash remained fluent in Tamil,
years in Punjab had enabled him to understand Punjabi. He
could also communicate in broken Hindi.“He had even learnt
to happily tie a turban while staying at our NGO. Watching
him leave with his mother on July 28 was an emotional
moment for all of us,” Khraud said.On July 5, Prabhu vis-
ited the NGO to meet his elder brother. A few days later, on
July 13, Sundari approached the Coimbatore District Col-
lector during a public grievances meeting seeking official
assistance to bring her son home.Officials from the
Coimbatore and Patiala district administrations coordinated
the verification process by matching school records and
other documents establishing Prakash’s identity. Chandigarh
Tamil Sangam also extended support in facilitating the
reunion.Confirming the sequence of events, Patiala Deputy
Commissioner Himanshu Aggarwal said, “Prakash, who
had gone missing as a teenager, was reunited with his family
after nearly 23 years.” He also said, “Preliminary findings
indicate that Prakash was allegedly forced into bonded
labour after reaching Punjab. The Labour Department and
the Social Security, Women and Child Development De-
partment were directed to ensure that Prakash receives all
compensation and rehabilitation benefits admissible under
law.

600 Gurgaon buyers waited 15 years for homes.
Now, a Rs 300-crore plan promises a way out

GNS News Agency, August 5, IT professional
Narender Yadav had booked his flat at the ‘Ansal Fernhill’
group housing project in Gurgaon’s Sector 91, hoping to
get it within six-seven years.More than 15 years later, he
found himself fighting legal battles just to get construction
restarted.“Half my working life has gone into this,” Yadav
said. “I was in my 30s when I booked the flat and would tell
my children to put off requests to upgrade our rented home
because we would soon have a place of our own. Instead,
it has been an emotional and mental ordeal for our
family.”However, there is finally reason for homebuyers like
Narender to be hopeful.

In a significant relief for around 600-odd buyers, the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) on July 2 approved
a Rs 300-crore resolution plan for the long-delayed Ansal
Fernhill project and work is set to resume from next
week.The Tribunal, in a subsequent order on July 24, cat-
egorically rejected claims of co-developer Samyak Projects
Private Limited, ordering it to hand over peaceful posses-
sion of the site and stop obstructing the resolution process.It
also slammed Samyak’s persistent legal challenges and
attempts to stall the proceedings as “vexatious” and “a sort
of jugglery with the process”, and gave its final seal of ap-
proval to the resolution plan propounded by Successful
Resolution Applicant (SRA) Krish Infrastructure Private Lim-
ited (KIPL).

The verdicts mark the culmination of a tortuous jour-
ney for buyers who poured their life savings into the project
between 2011 and 2013, only to see construction grind to a
halt amidst alleged financial siphoning, corporate miscon-
duct, and bitter inter-promoter feuds.Mahesh Jain,
homebuyer and chairperson of the Fernhill Homebuyers
Welfare Association, called it a big win. “Earlier this week,
police accompanied us to the site and served notices to
Samyak’s guards to hand over possession, which they are
expected to do on Monday morning (August 3). This is a
major victory for homebuyers who booked their flats in 2011
after being promised possession by 2018.”Initially promoted
by Ansal Properties & Infrastructure Ltd, the 14.412-acre
project in Mewka village offered 712 flats across 14 tow-
ers, 28 villas, and 9 shops.Buyers had collectively paid over
Rs 274 crore under a tripartite Builder-Buyer Agreement
involving them, Ansal, and the then landowner, Samyak.
The project deadline was 2018.Two of the towers are 95%
complete, and these are expected to be allotted first.

Who gets their flat when?Under the approved resolu-
tion plan, the Fernhill Project will be de-merged into a fresh
corporate entity fully taken over and managed by Krish In-
frastructure. The NCLT ordered that the moratorium under
Section 14 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
shall cease immediately, clearing decks for construction to
resume.In its July 24 order, the Tribunal advanced and tight-
ened the construction schedule across all phases compared
to what the SRA had originally proposed:-Phase I (Towers
A, B, C, D, N, P & shops): Possession to be offered within
10 months from the Real Estate Regulatory Authority’s
(RERA) implementation date, advanced by two months from
the SRA’s proposed 12-month timeline.-Phase II (Towers
E, F, L & M): Possession to be offered within 24 months
from the RERA implementation date. This brings forward
the delivery for Towers E & F by 6 months.-Phase III (Tow-
ers G, H, J, K & villas): Possession to be offered within 34
months (plus a 6-month grace period) from the RERA imple-
mentation date. This shaves off eight months off the base
42-month proposal.The Tribunal directed that allottees who
had obtained refund decrees from consumer courts or H-
RERA will no longer be forced to accept a cash
payout.Instead, they have been granted an option to either
receive a refund of their principal amount with interest or
choose unit retention/allotment at par with other
buyers.Furthermore, the Tribunal ruled that homebuyers
cannot be burdened with any insolvency cost beyond a
capped Rs 4 crore.Tribunal cracks down on SamyakA cen-
tral feature of the court battle was the role of landowner and
co-developer M/s Samyak Projects Private Limited
(SPPL).Samyak had filed multiple applications attempting
to block Krish Infrastructure’s resolution plan, asserting its
ownership over the project and seeking permission to take
over under “reverse Corporate Insolvency Resolution Pro-
cess (CIRP)”.In its July 2 ruling, an NCLT bench of Ashok
Kumar Bhardwaj and Atul Chaturvedi expanded the scope
of the CIRP to include Samyak’s stake and land, and or-
dered it to hand over peaceful access, documents, and li-
cences to Resolution Professional (RP) Jalesh Kumar
Grover in two weeks.

The bench observed that both Ansal Properties & In-
frastructure Limited (APIL) and Samyak had several obli-
gations towards homebuyers under tripartite agreements.In
its July 24 order, the NCLT Special Bench dismissed all of
Samyak’s petitions seeking to push out Krish Infrastruc-
ture or take over the project.Police called in over site
obstructionThe legal victory followed tense confrontations
at the project site. According to court filings and police com-
plaints, Samyak repeatedly obstructed the Resolution Pro-
fessional and engineers deployed to restart work.In a com-
plaint sent to the jurisdictional Station House Officer (SHO)
on July 22, RP Jalesh Grover sought immediate police in-
tervention against the “continuing unlawful obstruction and
illegal occupation” of the site by Samyak’s private security
personnel and bouncers.Taking note of these events, the
NCLT on July 24 ruled that the builder and its agents are
strictly barred from interfering with the RP or the resolution
process in any manner whatsoever.

‘Not even an insect?’: Bombay High Court
on ‘Mantralaya kitchen 98% okay’ report
The Bombay High Court on Friday, July 31, ordered a

team of four lawyers to inspect the Mantralaya (state sec-
retariat) canteen after the Maharashtra Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) informed it that the inspection report
showed 98 percent compliance. The High Court said while
it appreciates the FDA’s efforts to ensure food safety com-
pliance, the authority cannot target only private establish-
ments for violations of food safety and hygiene norms.When
the FDA informed the court that the Mantralaya canteen
inspection showed 98 percent compliance, the court rapped
the food agency and remarked: “Not a single insect? If we
send some lawyers and if they find something, then we will
take action against you. One fly in the petitioner’s hotel (Navi
Mumbai) and you suspended the licence.”

“We can do it now. What is wrong in visiting? Lawyers
will go there and come back and tell us. The Mantralaya
canteen is absolutely open, and there is not a single fly? On
private property, there was one fly, and Mantralaya is 98%
compliant. What is the footfall in the canteen normally? It
must be higher. We want lawyers to do a trip to the
Mantralaya and let them tender a report.”The High Court
has also asked the FDA to show it the videography and
pictures of the Mantralaya canteen inspection as it ordered
the lawyers’ team to inspect it and apprise the court of the
situation in the post-lunch session.‘Be uniform and fair to
all’: HC to food agency

Further criticising the food agency over its ‘Mantralaya
kitchen 98% compliant’ report, the High Court said, “You
thought you could get away by telling the court that the
Mantralaya canteen, having a private contractor, everything
is spick-and-span. You thought you could get away by
showing us a report. You never thought that lawyers would
agree to visit the Mantralaya canteen.”“Be uniform and fair
to all. You can’t target only private properties and you are
saying statutory properties are 98% compliant. Show us
those photographs and pictures. Otherwise, we will indulge
in the matter,” the HC remarked.On Wednesday, July 29, a
bench of Acting Chief Justice Ravindra V Ghuge and Jus-
tice Gautam A Ankhad, while hearing a plea against the
suspension of the FSSAI licence of a four-star Navi Mumbai
hotel, remarked that the actions should not be limited to
premises run by businesspersons such as the petitioner.The
court had also questioned whether the Mantralaya canteen
and establishments run by ministers or others were also
being inspected for violations of food safety norms, and
sought details from the Maharashtra government on inspec-
tions conducted at food establishments run by the govern-
ment and semi-government institutions, statutory authori-
ties, or those given a contract by the government
departments.On Thursday, July 29, the FDA officials in-
spected canteens on the High Court premises and issued
‘stop business’ notice to two of them.

Bangladesh author-in-exile Taslima
Nasreen returns to Kolkata after 19 years

GNS News Agency, August 5
Bangladeshi writer and activist Taslima Nasreen re-

turned to Kolkata Friday after 19 years, marking her first
visit to the city since protests over her controversial book
Dwikhondito (Bifurcated) forced her to leave in
2007.Nasreen, who has lived in exile since 1994 following
intense opposition to her writings, arrived in Kolkata from
New York.Her works had faced backlash in West Bengal,
where she was denied a prolonged stay during both the
Left Front and Trinamool Congress governments.Draped
in a traditional lal paar shada (white with red border) saree,
Nasrin was emotional on her return to Kolkata. She was
forced to leave the city, following violent protests over her
controversial autobiography Dwikhandito.Nasrin arrived at
the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport from
New Delhi at 12:30 PM under heavy security provided by
the Bidhannagar Police and Kolkata Police. She received a
warm welcome from fans and human rights activists.

Her followers blew conch shells and showered her with
red, white, and marigold flowers as she stepped out of the
arrival terminal. ?Greeting the gathering with folded hands,
Nasrin expressed her joy, stating, “I’m feeling very good to
be back.”BJP’s Dum Dum North MLA Sourav Sikdar, who
was at the airport to welcome her, said “Her arrival is a
perfect example of ‘bhoy out, bharosa in‘ (fear out, confi-
dence in). Kolkata is her favourite city and she has time
and again said this. She could only come because of Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari. Had she not been given that
security and assurance, she couldn’t have come. Wher-
ever she wants to go as per law and whatever she wants to
eat, she can.”Nasreen is scheduled to address a public
meeting on Saturday at Kolkata’s Rabindra Sadan cultural

centre. This would be her first public address in the city
since November 2007.A human rights activist named
Kalyani, who traveled from Joynagar Lokenathpur in South
24 Parganas, said: “We are proud that she is back after so
many years. She stands for the rights of people.”Human
Rights Beyond Frontiers members Santanu Singha said he
would like Nasreen to stay in Kolkata: “We shall not bow
before fundamentalists. The courage Suvendu Adhikari has
shown by inviting her no other person could have done that,”
Singha told

The programme will feature readings of Nasrin’s works,
along with discussions on her years in exile and the cir-
cumstances surrounding her departure from Bengal. Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari and author Shirshendu
Mukhopadhyay are expected to attend the event.

”Kolkata is known as the cultural capital of India, and
she was driven away because of protests by fundamental-
ists, which pained us,” said Osman Mallick, advocate and
founder of Secular Mission. “

This time, Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari assured
full security during her visit.”Nasreen’s career has been
fraught with conflict due to her blunt focus on religious fun-
damentalism, patriarchal norms, and women’s rights. In
November 2007, when violent demonstrations by various
groups led to widespread arson and blockades in Kolkata,
Indian Army had to be called in to restore order. Nasreen
was then pressured to leave the state to ease
tensions.Nasreen moved to New Delhi and then went
abroad in 2008. She returned to India two years later and
was granted multiple long-term residence permits by the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs, enabling her to continue
her stay in India.
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U.S.-China trade truce leaves military-use
rare earth issue unresolved, sources say

India needs a sincere aircraft
accident investigation

AI and biomanufacturing: can
India’s policies match its ambitions?

How Vani Kapoor rediscovered her authentic
golf self and reclaimed the joy of playing

The renewed U.S.-China trade truce struck in London
left a key area of export restrictions tied to national security
untouched, an unresolved conflict that threatens a more com-
prehensive deal, two people briefed on detailed outcomes
of the talks told Reuters.Beijing has not committed to grant-
ing export clearance for some specialised rare-earth mag-
nets that U.S. military suppliers need for fighter jets and mis-
sile systems, the people said. The United States maintains
export curbs on China's purchases of advanced artificial
intelligence chips out of concern that they also have military
applications.At talks in London last week, China's negotia-
tors appeared to link progress in lifting export controls on
military-use rare earth magnets with the longstanding U.S.
curbs on exports of the most advanced AI chips to China.
That marked a new twist in trade talks that began with opioid
trafficking, tariff rates and China's trade surplus, but have
since shifted to focus on export controls.

In addition, U.S. officials also signalled they are look-
ing to extend existing tariffs on China for a further 90 days
beyond the August 10 deadline agreed in Geneva last month,
both sources said, suggesting a more permanent trade deal
between the world's two largest economies is unlikely be-
fore then.The two people who spoke to Reuters about the
London talks requested not to be named because both sides
have tightly controlled disclosure. The White House, State
Department and Department of Commerce did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment. China's Foreign and
Commerce ministries did not respond to faxed requests for
comment.President Donald Trump said on Wednesday the
handshake deal reached in London between American and
Chinese negotiators was a "great deal," adding, "we have
everything we need, and we're going to do very well with it.
And hopefully they are too."And U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said there would be no "quid pro quo" on eas-
ing curbs on exports of AI chips to China in exchange for
access to rare earths.China ChokeholdBut China's
chokehold on the rare earth magnets needed for weapons
systems remains a potential flashpoint. China dominates
global production of rare earths and holds a virtual monopoly
on refining and processing.A deal reached in Geneva last

month to reduce bilateral tariffs from crushing triple-digit levels
had faltered over Beijing's restrictions on critical minerals
exports that took shape in April.That prompted the Trump
administration to respond with export controls preventing
shipments of semiconductor design software, jet engines
for Chinese-made planes and other goods to China.At the
London talks, China promised to fast-track approval of rare-
earth export applications from non-military U.S. manufac-
turers out of the tens of thousands currently pending, one of
the sources said. Those licenses will have a six-month term.
Beijing also offered to set up a "green channel" for expedit-
ing license approvals from trusted U.S. companies.Initial
signals were positive, with Chinese rare-earths magnet pro-
ducer JL MAG Rare-Earth, saying on Wednesday it had
obtained export licences that included the United States,
while China's Commerce Ministry confirmed it had approved
some "compliant applications" for export licences.

But China has not budged on specialized rare earths,
including samarium, which are needed for military applica-
tions and are outside the fast-track agreed in London, the
two people said. Automakers and other manufacturers
largely need other rare earth magnets, including dysprosium
and terbium.Big Issues RemainThe rushed trade meeting
in London followed a call last week between Trump and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping. Trump said U.S. tariffs would be
set at 55% for China, while China had agreed to 10% from
the United States.

Trump initially imposed tariffs on China as punishment
for its massive trade surplus to the United States and over
what he says is Beijing's failure to stem the flow of the pow-
erful opioid fentanyl into the U.S.Chinese analysts are pes-
simistic about the likelihood of further breakthroughs before
the August 10 deadline agreed in Geneva."Temporary mu-
tual accommodation of some concerns is possible but the
fundamental issue of the trade imbalance cannot be resolved
within this timeframe, and possibly during Trump's remain-
ing term," said Liu Weidong, a U.S.-China expert at the In-
stitute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.An extension of the August deadline could allow
the Trump administration more time to establish an alterna-
tive legal claim for setting higher tariffs on China under the
Section 301 authority of the USTR in case Trump loses the
ongoing legal challenge to the tariffs in U.S. court, one of the
people with knowledge of the London talks said.The unre-
solved issues underscore the difficulty the Trump adminis-
tration faces in pushing its trade agenda with China because
of Beijing's control of rare earths and its willingness to use
that as leverage with Washington, said Ryan Hass, director
of the John L. Thornton China Center at the Brookings
Institution."It has taken the Trump team a few punches in
the nose to recognise that they will no longer be able to se-
cure another trade agreement with China that disproportion-
ately addresses Trump's priorities," Hass said.

India stands at a pivotal juncture in its quest to harness
artificial intelligence (AI) for biotechnology innovation. On one
hand, initiatives like the BioE3 Policy and the IndiaAI Mis-
sion reflect a bold vision to position the country as a global
leader in AI-driven biomanufacturing and ethical AI develop-
ment. On the other, fragmented regulations and lagging safe-
guards threaten to undermine this progress. As India races
to capitalise on AI’s transformative potential, a critical ques-
tion emerges: can it balance ambition with
accountability?India’s biomanufacturing sector is abuzz with
possibilities. For decades, the country has been the world’s
go-to supplier for generic medicines and vaccines, a repu-
tation it has built on scale, cost, and reliability. But now, as
AI sweeps through the global life sciences industry, there’s
a sense that something much bigger is in the works. Many
modern biomanufacturing facilities already have robots run-
ning precision tasks, biosensors streaming real-time data,
and AI models quietly optimising everything from fermenta-
tion to packaging.

Biocon, one of India’s largest biotechnology firms, is
integrating AI to improve drug screening and its biologics
manufacturing processes. By leveraging AI-based predic-
tive analytics, Biocon will enhance the efficiency of fermen-
tation and quality control, reducing production costs while
maintaining global standards. Similarly, Bengaluru-based
Strand Life Sciences uses AI in genomics and personalised
medicine, helping accelerate drug discovery and clinical di-
agnostics. Their platforms use machine learning to analyse
complex biological data, making it easier to identify drug tar-
gets and predict treatment responses. These efforts illus-
trate how AI is already reshaping biomanufacturing and
healthcare delivery in India.It’s not just about swapping out
people for machines. AI is transforming the very DNA of
biomanufacturing. Imagine a production line where sensors
feed thousands of data points every second into an AI sys-
tem that can spot the faintest hint of trouble, like a tempera-
ture drift, a pH blip or a subtle change in cell growth. Before
a human operator even notices, the AI predicts a deviation,
tweaks the process, and keeps the batch on track. Digital
twins, which are virtual replicas of entire manufacturing plants
allow engineers to run simulations, test changes, and fore-
see problems without ever touching a real fermenter.The
result? Fewer failed batches, less waste, and products that
consistently meet the gold standard for quality. For a coun-
try like India, where every rupee and every dose counts,
these gains can be transformative.The Government of In-
dia has clearly recognised this potential. The BioE3 Policy,
rolled out in 2024, is a playbook for the future. The policy
lays out plans for state-of-the-art biomanufacturing hubs,
biofoundries, and “Bio-AI Hubs” that will bring together the
best minds in science, engineering, and data. There’s real
money on the table too, with funding and grants designed to
help startups and established players alike leap from the lab
bench to the market shelf.Equally important is the IndiaAI
Mission, which is working alongside BioE3 to ensure India’s
AI revolution is both innovative and ethical. The Mission is
as much about building technical capacity as about building
trust. By supporting projects that focus on explainable and
responsible AI — such as efforts to reduce algorithmic bias
or frameworks for “machine unlearning” — the Mission is
helping set the standards for how AI should be developed
and deployed in sensitive sectors like health and biotech-
nology.

But here’s where things get interesting and complicated.
While India’s ambitions are sky-high, its regulatory frame-
work is still catching its breath. The rules that govern how
new drugs, biologics, and manufacturing processes come
to market were written for a different era. Today’s AI-driven
systems don’t always fit neatly into those boxes. For ex-
ample, when an AI model is used to control a bioreactor or
predict the yield of a vaccine batch, how do we know it’s
reliable? Who checks that the data it was trained on is rep-
resentative of India’s diverse conditions, or that it won’t make
a catastrophic error if something unexpected happens?

These aren’t just technical questions. They are matters of
public trust and safety.Globally, the rules are changing. The
European Union’s AI Act, effective since August 2024, clas-
sifies AI tools into four risk tiers. High-risk applications like
genetic editing face strict audits while the U.S. FDA’s 2025
guidance mandates a seven-step framework for AI credibil-
ity. These models emphasise two things India lacks: con-
text-specific risk evaluation and adaptive regulation. For in-
stance, the FDA’s ‘Predetermined Change Control Plans’
allow iterative AI updates that are critical for evolving can-
cer therapies without compromising safety. India needs this
kind of risk-based, context-aware oversight as it moves from
pilot projects to full-scale, AI-powered manufacturing.

Picture an Indian biotech startup that develops an AI
platform to optimise enzyme production for the specialty
chemicals industry. This sector is already worth $32 billion
(Rs 2.74 lakh crore) and growing fast. If this AI is trained
only on data from large, urban manufacturing sites, it might
fail to account for the quirks of smaller plants in semi-urban
or rural areas, like differences in water quality, ambient tem-
perature or even local power fluctuations. Without clear stan-
dards for dataset diversity and model validation, the tool could
recommend process tweaks that work beautifully in
Bengaluru but flop in Baddi. The result: lost revenue, wasted
resources, and a blow to India’s reputation for quality. This
is why the context of use and credibility assessment that
are core pillars in the FDA’s approach are so important. We
need to be clear exactly what question the AI is answering,
how it’s being used, and how strict our oversight should be,
depending on the risks involved.Of course, biomanufacturing
is only one piece of the puzzle. Imagine a future where India
not only supplies 60% of the world’s vaccines but also de-
signs them using algorithms that predict viral mutations. A
future where farmers in Bihar receive AI-generated adviso-
ries to combat pest outbreaks and patients in rural Tamil
Nadu are diagnosed by tools trained on India’s genetic di-
versity. This isn’t science fiction — it’s the promise of AI-
driven biomanufacturing, a field where India is making bold
strides. Yet beneath this optimism lies a critical question:
can our policies keep up with science?

With great power comes…The intersections are multi-
plying. In drug discovery, AI platforms can screen millions
of compounds in silico, slashing the time and cost needed
to find new treatments. Molecular design tools are helping
researchers fine-tune drug candidates for maximum efficacy
and minimal side effects. Clinical trials that were once noto-
rious for delays and inefficiencies are being streamlined by
AI systems that optimise patient recruitment and trial de-
sign, making studies faster and more representative. Even
the supply chain is getting an upgrade: AI-powered predic-
tive maintenance keeps manufacturing lines humming, while
demand forecasting ensures that medicines reach the right
place at the right time, reducing shortages and waste.Another
unique application of AI is Wipro’s work in developing AI-
powered solutions for pharmaceutical companies to stream-
line drug discovery. By combining machine learning algo-
rithms with computational biology, Wipro has helped reduce
the time required to identify viable drug candidates. Simi-
larly, Tata Consultancy Services is leveraging AI in its ‘Ad-
vanced

In a country where every life lost in an aircraft accident
should result in justice, transparency, and reform, we find
ourselves, instead, battling a system that is seemingly de-
signed to obscure the truth.On paper, India’s Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is a statutory and autono-
mous investigative body. In reality, it is anything but inde-
pendent. It functions as an office of the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion (MoCA), the very same authority that oversees airlines,
regulates aviation through the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), and, crucially, appoints the leadership of
the AAIB and the DGCA. This structure presents an appar-
ent conflict of interest. In railway accidents, investigations
are typically carried out by the Commissioner of Railway
Safety or, occasionally, a judicial authority, and not by the
Ministry of Railways. Although, technically, under the MoCA,
the Commissioner is functionally independent of railway
operators, this ensures that those running trains are not the
ones investigating the derailments. But in aviation, the MoCA
controls airline operations and accident investigations.

The accident on June 12, 2025, at Ahmedabad was
not just an operational occurrence. It was a full-fledged air-
craft accident that should serve as a wake-up call. Is India’s
aviation safety framework keeping pace with its exponential
growth? There have been a number of helicopter crashes,
accidents involving flying schools, there was a weather-re-
lated incident in May 2025 that affected a Delhi-Srinagar
IndiGo flight, and, in addition, troubling ground handling
lapses, that include the cancellation of ground handler Çelebi
Aviation’s permit over security concerns. These are not iso-
lated incidents but point to something more profound. Are
we identifying and fixing risks before they become head-
lines? Or are we merely reacting? We cannot keep firefighting.
We need a system that prevents failures, and not just man-
ages the damage.The high-level committee appointed to in-
vestigate the Air India AI171 crash must go beyond review-
ing a single event. It must recognise that India’s aviation
ecosystem has outgrown the current National Civil Aviation
Policy (NCAP). In a complete revamp of the NCAP, ‘safety’
should be deeply woven into every regulation, operation and
decision. That is how we prepare for the responsibilities that
come with being one of the largest aviation markets in the
world.A report that told inconvenient truthsThe Air Marshal
J.K. Seth Committee Report in 1997 was India’s most hon-
est and far-reaching review of aviation safety. But it was
quietly buried because it told the truth. It highlighted key sys-
temic flaws: fragmented oversight; lack of independence;
inadequate training and resources, and regulatory capture.
These issues remain largely unresolved. Any new commit-
tee must reckon with these truths and not repeat the pattern
of superficial reviews and buried reports.

Too many accident reports have internal contradictions.
In an accident in 2001, that claimed the life of a former Union
Minister, ‘entry into the cloud’ was cited as the cause, while

the meteorology section confirmed that there were no clouds
around. Was it a mistake or does it point to something else?
Overloading was evident in the Indian Airlines crash (IC491)
in Aurangabad in 1993. Yet, the final report did not spell it out
so clearly. This writer has pursued data for years in another
case of suspected overloading on an Air India Express flight
(IX611), in October 2018, from Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu to Dubai,
only to be denied access. What is being protected?The Air-
craft (Investigation of Accidents and Incidents) Rules, 2017
make one point clear — that the purpose of an investigation
is to prevent future accidents, and not to assign blame. Yet,
law enforcement and courts routinely misuse the AAIB’s find-
ings. The police, lacking the expertise and jurisdiction in
aviation matters, rely almost entirely on the AAIB’s reports,
treating them as conclusive. The AAIB’s findings are meant
for safety learning, and not legal prosecution. When these
reports are interpreted outside their technical scope, truth
becomes a casualty.Investigating officers unfamiliar with
aviation treat the AAIB’s “probable cause” as a legal verdict.
The judiciary focuses on what is immediately visible, while
the AAIB is meant to dig deeper. But both often end up blam-
ing the pilot, the case is closed and the truth is left behind.Why
is pilot error so often the conclusion? Because it is conve-
nient. Legally, it simplifies matters. From an insurance stand-
point, a conclusion of pilot error helps expedite payouts. It
closes the loop quickly, shielding other accountable entities
— airlines, maintenance providers, and air traffic control,
from scrutiny. The pilot becomes the system’s scapegoat,
even in death.A front to protect peopleToo often, accident
investigations in India are reshaped to protect institutions,
and not the people they serve. The MoCA holds all the le-
vers, policy, regulation, appointments and investigations. With
that much control, real accountability becomes a myth. Each
time a family receives a hollow, contradictory report instead
of honest answers, the system not only fails but also breaks
faith. At times, the structure is so well-insulated from re-
sponsibility that it has perfected the art of getting away with
murder — through delay, dilution and the quiet deletion of
truth.The International Civil Aviation Organization’s State
Safety Briefing (2022) says that India has had zero fatal
accidents recently. But 21 lives were lost in the Kozhikode
air crash in August 2020. The recommendations in the in-
vestigation and those of the committee to review the acci-
dent report have not been implemented duly. There is no
accountability. No systemic change. Just silence. India can-
not claim global leadership in aviation while hiding behind
data. Absolute safety comes from integrity.These are the
steps needed. First, move the AAIB and DGCA to an inde-
pendent statutory body that reports to Parliament. Second,
stop having parallel committees that bypass or undermine
established investigative bodies. Third, take legal steps to
prevent the AAIB’s findings from being used in criminal tri-
als unless independently validated. Fourth, amend Rule 19(3)
of the Aircraft Rules, 1937, which holds the powers to
penalise a pilot for any mistake. There is a need to protect a
pilot with a genuine no-blame culture, unless gross negli-
gence is proven. Fifth, appoint an independent ombudsman
to review how accident reports have been handled and
mishandled.It is not that India lacks the talent or the tools to
investigate accidents. What it lacks is the institutional cour-
age to tell the truth. Therefore, this writer’s plea. Have an
honest, sincere aircraft accident investigation; one that
shows that India values truth and precious lives over im-
age. Let that be India’s legacy for those lives lost, not only in
the skies but also in the silence.Captain Amit Singh is an
aviation safety expert, author, and Royal Aeronautical Soci-
ety Fellow, pioneering human factors and cultural integra-
tion in aviation

Vani Kapoor’s golf career started in Delhi with some-
thing as simple as wanting to spend more time with her fa-
ther on Sunday afternoons. “We didn’t think it would become
a profession or anything,” she said.Vani is on a high, having
won the eighth leg of the HWPGT at the Bengaluru Golf Club
(BGC) last week. “This is probably the best start I have had
to the year in my entire career,” she said, in reference to
claiming four of the eight legs. The 31-year-old is the run-
away leader on the HWPGT Order of Merit, with total win-
nings of ?11,88,000.

The path to this latest title was not easy. She was trail-
ing early in the third round, but key moments — a birdie on
the ninth and a hot streak of birdies on holes 12 through 15
— put her back in the lead. “I just kept rolling, and by the
time I reached the final two holes, I knew I had a cushion. I
just needed to finish the job.”Vani turned professional in 2012
at just 18 years old and quickly became a dominant force
on the Indian domestic circuit. Her debut season brought
three victories, a sign of things to come. Since then, she’s
steadily built a stellar record.

In 2019, she became the first Indian woman to earn a
card on the Australian Ladies PGA Tour. That milestone
opened doors to the Ladies European Tour (LET) and the
prestigious Vic Open. She continued to rise and, in 2022,
posted a career-best tied-third finish at the Big Green Egg
Open in the Netherlands, ending five under par overall.In
the 2025 season of the HWPGT, Vani opened with runner-
up finishes in the second and third legs, followed by a domi-
nant three-win streak in the fourth, fifth, and sixth legs. Ahead
of her latest win, there was pressure, no doubt. But Vani
remained unfazed.All-around player: Vani sees her long and
short games as strengths, but putting is her biggest asset.
She might not be the longest driver on the circuit, but her
consistency off the tee and sharp play inside 100 yards
makes her a regular on the leaderboard.All-around player:
Vani sees her long and short games as strengths, but put-
ting is her biggest asset. She might not be the longest driver
on the circuit, but her consistency off the tee and sharp play
inside 100 yards makes her a regular on the leaderboard. |
Photo Credit: Getty Images“Everyone here is a good golfer,
and anyone can have a great day. Whatever my result, it’s
a by-product of my own effort, and that’s the only thing I can
possibly control,” said Vani.

That kind of composure doesn’t come out of nowhere.
Vani identifies working with a sports psychologist, which she
began doing seven years ago, as a turning point. “A few
things were bothering me, so I got that out of the way and
got more clarity,” she said.Vani called her performance in
2024 average — an honest self-assessment for someone
used to being at the top. She plied her trade primarily on the
LET, where she managed only one top-ten finish. Vani com-
peted in three HWPGT events and won once.“Something
had to change. I took some time off and worked on myself
from all angles,” she said.Vani attributes her 2024 season
to internal pressure and expectations. “I tried very hard to
do things the right way while keeping certain people in mind.
What really changed was that I gave myself an opportunity
to just play for myself, without any expectations internally or

from other people, and just go back to basics. It’s nice that
everything is coming together now. I have started enjoying
the game so much more, which I feel is the most important
thing,” she said.Vani sees her long and short games as
strengths, but her putting is her biggest asset. While she
might not be the longest driver on the tour, her consistency
off the tee and sharp play inside 100 yards makes her a
regular on the leaderboard. “I’m not one of the longest hit-
ters, but I’m very accurate. So, I don’t really have to worry
that much off the tee. I’ve worked more on my short game,
100 yards in, to compensate. Putting has always been a
strong point that I’ve had,” she said.Off the course, Vani fo-
cuses equally on training both body and mind. Her approach
blends mental clarity with a practice routine that’s tailored to
her needs. “You have to love the way you practise. It has to
be your way — not someone else’s version of what’s right,”
she said.Her fitness regimen includes strength training to
prevent injury and maintain swing-speed. This isn’t just about
being physically strong; it’s about endurance.And then there’s
the gym, of course. You must work on strength. We swing
at such fast speeds — you have to always be consistent
and injury-free. We also need stability,” Vani said.Need of
the hour: Vani strongly feels that women’s golf requires bet-
ter structural support and more visibility. ‘It’s not just about
us players,’ she says. ‘Our sponsors need visibility
too.’Need of the hour: Vani strongly feels that women’s golf
requires better structural support and more visibility. ‘It’s not
just about us players,’ she says. ‘Our sponsors need visibil-
ity too.’ | Photo Credit: Getty ImagesTournament days can
stretch long, and one loose shot late in the round can cost a
title. Vani explained that staying in good physical shape helps
train her mind to stay focused on the course.Vani’s mindset
was tested when she returned to the BGC, a course that
she hadn’t played in for six or seven years. “I didn’t remem-
ber anything,” she said with a laugh. “I was going on the
wrong tee boxes and wrong greens during the practice round.
I told my caddy, ‘Just get me to the right tee and the right
green — I’ll handle the rest’.”Now over a decade into her
professional career, Vani is still charting new territory. Vani
has her sights set on a good show at the Hero Women’s
Indian Open, which will be held at her home course of DLF
Golf and Country Club later this year.Asked about her long-
term goals, Vani stated that she would like to win a medal at
the 2028 Olympics.She sees the sport’s future in India with
cautious optimism. “Coaching has changed so much from
when I started.
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All you need to know
about: cervical cancer

EMS  News Agency,  June 23
The cervix is the lower part of the uterus that connects

to the vagina. Cervical cancer starts when the cells in the
cervix begin to grow abnormally. These changes in the cells
often take years to develop, which is why regular check-
ups are very important. Early changes, known as precan-
cerous conditions, can be detected through a routine pap
smear.Cervical cancer is a major health issue for women
around the world. However, it is one of the easiest cancers
to prevent and treat if diagnosed early. With the right knowl-
edge about its causes, symptoms, and prevention, women
can reduce the risk of cervical cancer.The main cause of
cervical cancer is a virus called human papillomavirus
(HPV). This virus spreads through sexual contact. Most
people who get HPV never even know they have it because
the body usually fights it off on its own. But sometimes, the
virus doesn’t go away and can cause abnormal changes in
the cervix that might turn into cancer later.

Certain factors increase a woman’s risk of cervical
cancer. Unprotected sexual intercourse, smoking, hormonal
contraceptives, and sexually transmitted diseases can all
contribute to this risk.

In the early stages, cervical cancer usually doesn’t
cause symptoms, which is why regular screenings are vi-
tal. As it progresses, women might notice signs such as an
unusual discharge or bleeding between periods, bleeding
after sexual intercourse, or bleeding after menopause. Other
symptoms can include pelvic pain, pain during sexual in-
tercourse, heavier-than-usual periods, or unexplained weight
loss. If you have any of these symptoms, it is recommended
to see a doctor right away.Cervical cancer screening is
essential for prevention and early detection. The two main
tests used are the Papanicolaou (Pap) test and the HPV

screening. The pap test looks for abnormal changes in cer-
vical cells, while the HPV screening checks for the virus
that can cause these changes.Doctors recommend that
women start getting pap tests at age 21 and continue every
few years based on their age and medical history. For
women aged 30 to 65, combining a pap test with an HPV
test every five years is another effective option. Regular
screenings can help catch any issues early, making treat-
ment more successful and significantly reducing the risk of
developing cervical cancer.When it comes to cervical can-
cer, one of the best ways to prevent it is by getting the HPV
vaccine. This vaccine works best when given before expo-
sure to the virus, usually between the ages of 9 and 12.
However, it is still helpful for people up to age 45 and, in
some cases, even older. Boys also receive the HPV vac-
cine, as it not only protects them from penile, anal, and throat
cancers, but also contributes to reducing the overall trans-
mission of the virus, benefiting public health.

Healthy habits also go a long way in reducing the risk
of cervical cancer. Quitting smoking, eating a balanced diet,
practicing safe sex, and staying physically active can all
help. It is also crucial to follow up on any abnormal test
results and get regular check-ups.If a woman is diagnosed
with cervical cancer, treatment will depend on how far the
cancer has progressed. In the early stages, surgery may
be enough to remove the cancer. For more advanced
cases, radiation therapy or chemotherapy (or both) may be
given. These treatments work to destroy cancer cells and
stop them from spreading.Being diagnosed with cervical
cancer can feel overwhelming, but it is important to remem-
ber that many women recover and go on to lead full, healthy
lives. Having support from family, friends, and healthcare
providers can make a big difference. There are also many
support groups and organisations that offer help and re-
sources for women and their families during this time.Early
detection through regular screenings, HPV vaccinations,
and healthy lifestyle choices can significantly reduce risks.
By staying informed about the importance of these mea-
sures, women can take proactive steps to protect their
health and prevent cervical cancer.Scheduling regular
screenings and discussing the HPV vaccine with your doc-
tor are crucial actions to take. Early detection can lead to
more effective treatments, improve outcomes and save
lives. Together, we can work towards a future where cervi-
cal cancer is no longer a threat. Empower yourself today
by prioritising your health and making informed decisions
that can lead to a healthier tomorrow.

With high ultraviolet index reported over parts
of Kerala, concerns rise over health impacts

GNS News Agency, August 5
Several districts in Kerala have been reporting a high

ultraviolet index (UVI), which is the level of UV radiation
from the sun on a scale of one to 11, over the past few
days, raising concerns about its possible health
impacts.According to the Kerala State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (KSDMA), Munnar in Idukki recorded a UVI
of 12 and Konni in Pathanamthitta recorded 11 on March
17. Kottarakkara in Kollam and Changanassery in Kottayam
reported 10, Ponnani in Malappuram recorded nine, and
Thrithala in Palakkad eight. Beypore in Kozhikode,
Kalamassery in Ernakulam, Vilappilsala in
Thiruvananthapuram, and Chengannur in Alappuzha re-
ported seven each. Mananthavady in Wayanad and Ollur
in Thrissur recorded six each. The high UVI is recorded
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.The World Health Organization
says that a purple alert needs to be issued if the radiation
level is at 11 and above (extreme), and there are increased
health risks. If it is between eight and 10 (very high), a red
alert is issued, calling for extra precautions. If the UV index
is between six and seven (high), an orange alert is issued
and precautions will have to be taken.

T. Jayakrishnan, public health expert, says that high
exposure to UV rays may lead to a gradual loss of skin
elasticity, cause premature ageing, wrinkling, and skin pig-
mentation. It can damage the skin, eye, and the body’s de-
fence mechanism. On the skin, it can lead to sun tan, sun
burn, redness, swelling, blisters, allergic reactions, and itch-
ing. Photo-toxic reactions may occur in people who use
certain cosmetic products, soaps, and herbal remedies. On
a long-term basis, there is a possibility of skin cancer and
melanoma, a type of tumour. UV ray exposure may also
suppress the immunity, affecting the body’s ability to de-
fend certain diseases.There are two types of UV rays: UVA
rays and UVB rays. The former penetrate deep into the skin
and even to the blood vessels. Sun burn is mainly caused
by UVB rays. They also stimulate melanin pigmentation,
resulting in sun tan marks, which can last forever.

Dr. Jayakrishnan points out that a small amount of

UV rays could reach the retina of the eyes too. This pen-
etration could be severe in the case of children. Prolonged
exposure could damage the retina at a later stage.
“Photokeratitis, a painful condition of the eye, and ptery-
gium, a non-cancerous growth that occurs on the conjunc-
tiva, are some of the other possibilities,” he says.Idukki,
Palakkad, and Malappuram had experienced high UVIs of
11 on March 14; Kollam recorded 10, and Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Thrissur and Kozhikode
had a UV index of nine.Dr. Jayakrishnan says that dark-
skinned people genetically have enough melanin to protect
them from the sun. Wearing sunglasses would help. “Those
working in sand banks, waterbodies are more at risk due to
reflections. Fishermen and those engaged in the construc-
tion of buildings and roads need to be careful. Hats and UV
protected umbrella can be used,” he adds.According to a
study published in the journal Environmental Monitoring and
Assessment, covering the period between 2004 and 2022,
more than 79% of the UV measurements in Kerala were in
the ‘very high’ and ‘extreme’ categories. High values were
noticed during the southwest monsoon and in the summer.
Thrissur, Palakkad, parts of Ernakulam, Idukki, parts of
Kollam, and Thiruvananthapuram were found to be more
vulnerable in terms of high UV exposure. A cyclical increas-
ing and decreasing pattern was shown, with peaks in March,
April and September and lower indices in June, July and
December.

Telangana health budget up by 8%,
focus on dialysis and medical education

The Telangana govern-
ment has allocated ?12,393
crore for the Health, Medical,
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment in the state budget for
the fiscal year 2025-26,
marking an increase of ?925
crore (8% increase) from the
previous year’s allocation of
?11,468 crore. The alloca-
tion also surpasses the ?Rs
12,161 crore budgeted by
the BRS government in
2023-24.Presenting the bud-
get on Wednesday (March
19, 2025), Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Finance Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka un-
derscored the government’s
commitment to strengthen-
ing the healthcare sector and
enhancing medical
services.Since December
2023, the government has
disbursed ?1,215 crore to
various hospitals under the
Aarogyasri scheme, reflect-
ing a 50% increase com-
pared to previous alloca-
tions, he noted. The scheme
aims to provide uninter-
rupted healthcare access to
2.84 crore citizens across

Telangana. “Additionally, to
secure increased funding
under the National Health
Mission (NHM), the state
government has ensured the
timely release of its share,
thereby maximising financial
support from the central gov-
ernment,” he said.As part of
its efforts to improve critical
care services, the state has
expanded free dialysis facili-
ties to 102 centres, benefit-
ing over one lakh patients
and alleviating the financial
burden by 948 crore. To fur-

ther extend these services,
95 new dialysis centres have
been sanctioned. Emer-
gency medical response has
also been bolstered with the
deployment of 136 new am-
bulances in mandals that pre-
viously lacked such
services.Medical education
and infrastructure develop-
ment have been given a
boost with the addition of 400
MBBS seats in newly estab-
lished medical colleges. The
government has also sanc-
tioned 16 new nursing col-

leges and 28 allied health
sciences colleges, creating
opportunities for 2,640 addi-
tional students to pursue
medical education annually.

The government has
committed ?2,700 crore for
the construction of a modern
Osmania General Hospital
(OGH) medical facility on a
27-acre site, aiming to en-
hance healthcare services
and upgrade infrastructure at
the century-old institution, the
minister said.

Study finds prior flu exposure may
boost immunity against H5N1 bird flu

New Delhi: Younger adults and children would benefit
more from H5N1 vaccines, even those not tailored specifi-
cally to the current strain circulating in birds and cattle, finds
a study.Researchers from the University of Pennsylvania
in the US showed that prior exposures to specific types of
seasonal influenza viruses promote cross-reactive immu-
nity against the H5N1 avian influenza virus.

In the study, published in the journal Nature Medicine¸
older adults who were exposed to seasonal flu viruses that
circulated before 1968 were found to be more likely to have
antibodies that bind to the H5N1 avian flu virus.“We know
that early childhood influenza exposures can elicit immune
responses that last a lifetime,” said Scott Hensley, Profes-
sor of Microbiology at the varsity.“We found that antibody
responses that were primed by H1N1 and H3N2 viruses
decades ago can cross-react to H5N1 avian viruses circu-
lating today. Most of these cross-reactive antibodies can-
not prevent infections, but they will likely limit disease if we
have an H5N1 pandemic,” he added.H5N1 viruses have
circulated in birds for many years, but a new version — clade
2.3.4.4b H5N1 virus — emerged more recently and has since
spread among cattle. This current H5N1 strain does not bind

well to receptors in the human upper airway, but widespread
circulation in mammals could lead to mutations that help the
virus infect human airway cells and increase transmission.If
this occurs, H5N1 could potentially start spreading from
human to human. Current influenza vaccines primarily elicit
antibodies that recognise hemagglutinin proteins and pre-
vent them from infecting a person’s cells.The team tested
blood samples from over 150 people born between 1927
and 2016 for antibodies targeting the stalk proteins of differ-
ent influenza viruses, including H5N1.

 They found that blood samples from older adults born
before 1968 who were likely first exposed to H1N1 or H2N2
in childhood had higher levels of antibodies that could bind
to the stalk of the H5N1 virus.They found that an individual’s
birth year was closely linked to the amount of H5N1-fighting
antibodies in their blood. Young children who were not ex-
posed to seasonal flu viruses possessed low levels of anti-
bodies that could fight H5N1.Hensley said that in cases of
an H5N1 pandemic, all age groups will likely be highly sus-
ceptible. But, the highest disease burden may be in chil-
dren. “If this is the case, children should be prioritised for
H5N1 vaccinations,” the expert said.

What made Boeing 787s popular –
and later a cause for concern

GNS News Agency, August 5, Air India flight AI171
bound for London from Ahmedabad crashed five minutes
after taking off just outside the Ahmedabad airport. The flight
had 230 passengers and 12 crew. Videos of the incident
showed a large orange fireball erupting moments after the
crash at the site in Meghaninagar.The exact cause has yet
to be identified or ascertained.

The AI171 flight was a Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, a
wide-bodied aircraft powered by twin jet engines. The de-
sign, introduced in the late 2000s, was part of the wider air-
craft industry’s trend towards aircraft with more electrical
parts in order to improve operational efficiency.Earlier this
year, Boeing celebrated its 787 aircraft fleet worldwide car-
rying 1 billion passengers in 30 million flight-hours. There
are currently more than 1,170 aircraft of this variety operat-
ing around the world. Air India 171 represents the first hull
loss involving a 787-8 flight.When it was first introduced in
2011, the 787-8 was touted as a gamechanger because it
had specific advantages that promised to move the indus-
try in a new direction. Later, however, its reputation came
to be marred by problems with the carbon composites used
for the aircraft, grounding orders over lithium-ion battery
packs onboard, and concerns over the company’s quality
control practices.In fact, on June 12, U.S. President Donald
Trump’s new nominee to head the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA), Bryan Bedford, vowed to hold Boeing ac-
countable over “the failure of a key safety system tied to
two fatal Boeing 737 MAX crashes in 2018 and 2019 that
killed 346 people,” Dreamliner 787-8 aircraft use the Gen-
eral Electric GEnx or the Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engines.
Both these engines are turbofans: they combine an air-
breathing jet engine with a ducted fan. Air India flight AI171
had been using the General Electric Engines.The engine
design is an important reason for 787-8 aircraft’s higher fuel-
efficiency per seat (over other aircraft at the time of its intro-
duction). The other factors contributing to this feature in-
clude the use of carbon composite structures of lower weight
and low-drag aerodynamics.Thanks to the engines, a 787-
8 aircraft burnt around 20% less fuel than earlier twinjet
models of a similar size. This allowed the aircraft to under-
take nonstop flights between cities with lower passenger
traffic than that required to fill Boeing 777 or Boeing 747
aircraft. In fact, Boeing had explicitly marketed this change
in efficiency as a way for carriers to “open new, nonstop
routes”.The use of these particular engines was also re-
sponsible for the 787-8 being called an “electric aircraft”.
Before the 787-8, it was typical for aircraft to divert some
compressed air from the engines to hydraulic systems that
in turn powered onboard facilities like maintaining cabin pres-
sure. The 787-8 instead powered aircraft from generators
(which drew power from the engine) and auxiliary
systems.Thus engines that generated around 250 kW
onboard a Boeing 767 had to produce around 1,500 kW on
board a Boeing 787-8. This in turn led to the use of larger
starter-generators, high-capacity distribution boxes, and a
strict new battery safety regime. It also reduced the spe-
cific fuel burn by around 4%.How the engines workDuring
flight, the engines draw air from the surrounding atmosphere
into a duct. There, a large fan slightly increases their pres-
sure. Then about 20% of the air passes through the core of
the duct into the turbine while the remaining 80% bypasses
the core and flows in a separate channel around it.The air
mass that flows through the turbine is pressurised in two
stages — first in the low-pressure compressor and then in
the high-pressure compressor. As the air is compressed
by up to 40-times more than the surrounding air, it’s sent
into the combustion chamber. Here, it’s sprayed with jet
fuel and the mixture is set aflame, producing a high-speed
stream of gas at 1,600° C.

A two-spool, high-bypass turbofan. A: Low-pressure
spool; B: high-pressure spool; and C: stationary compo-
nents. 1. Nacelle; 2. front fan; 3. low-pressure compressor;
4. high-pressure compressor; 5. combustion chamber; 6.
high-pressure turbine; 7. low-pressure turbine; 8. core
nozzle; and 9. fan nozzle.A two-spool, high-bypass turbo-
fan. A: Low-pressure spool; B: high-pressure spool; and C:
stationary components. 1. Nacelle; 2. front fan; 3. low-pres-
sure compressor; 4. high-pressure compressor; 5. com-
bustion chamber; 6. high-pressure turbine; 7. low-pressure
turbine; 8. core nozzle; and 9. fan nozzle. | Photo Credit:
Richard Wheeler (CC BY-SA)The high-energy gas emerg-
ing from the combustion chamber is flowed over the high-
pressure turbine, which spins very fast, generating electric
power. Energy from this stage is used to drive the high-
pressure compressor at about 10,000 rpm. Then the gas
passes through the low-pressure turbine, generating more
power; and energy from this stage is used to drive the low-
pressure compressor and the front fan (~3,000 rpm).Finally
the gas exits via the core nozzle at the rear. The nozzle is
shaped such that the air is accelerated as it moves towards
the rear. The nozzle through which the air bypassing the
turbine is also shaped to have the same effect. In fact, the

latter process generates the bulk of the thrust.Splitting the
incoming air mass into two streams allows the front fan
and the compressors to spin at different speeds, separately
maximising their efficiency. The mixer ducts and the shaped
nozzle edges also blend the hot core and cool bypass
streams and control the way in which they interact with the
surrounding air. The result is lower shear noise.This is im-
portant because the aircraft needs less noise-insulating
material as a result, further lowering its weight and improv-
ing fuel efficiency. It also improved the in-flight passenger
experience.Wired reported in 2009 that Boeing also installed
a “computer-controlled turbulence-reduction system to …
provide an eight-fold reduction in the number of people ex-
periencing motion sickness.” This was achieved by sen-
sors around the aircraft that tracked changes in air pres-
sure and sent signals to structures on the wings that con-
trolled the craft’s vertical motion.In the 2000s, Airbus was
promoting its A380 — a large, voluminous double-decker
sporting luxury amenities — as the future of passenger
flights because the company had also assumed the
industry’s hub-and-spoke model of travel would continue.
Here, passengers take flights to large airports (the hubs)
and from there fly in smaller aircraft to smaller airports (the
spokes). This in turn presumed high traffic between the hubs,
thus the A380 could seat 500-800 passengers.Boeing over-
turned this assumption with the 787-8 design, which fo-
cused less on lowering ticket prices and more on reducing
travel time.In 2009, the delivery of the first 787-8 units had
been delayed by two years. One reason was that Boeing
was no longer making the aircraft body with aluminium and
switched instead to carbon-based plastic composites for
the weight advantage. For the first units, Boeing’s suppliers
had been expected to deliver the aircraft’s fuselage and
wings with all the systems installed, with Boeing simply
having to snap them together on its assembly floor. But this
hadn’t been the case: the New York Times reported then
that the suppliers had been “too overwhelmed”. The delay
in deliveries resulted in at least 60 orders being
cancelled.Then, in early 2013, commercial air travel regu-
lators in Chile, India, Europe, Japan, Qatar, and the U.S.,
among others, ordered all their Boeing 787 aircraft to be
grounded after a new kind of battery onboard two aircraft,
one each in the U.S. and Japan, failed. The regulators said
the grounding order would be in effect until they could de-
termine the cause(s) of failure. The issue was considered
serious because of the 787’s greater dependence on elec-
tric power. Onboard the aircraft that had made an emer-
gency landing in Japan, a corrosive liquid had appeared to
leak out of a lithium-ion battery pack.There were also sig-
nificant quality control issues in 2019 that forced Boeing to
slow production and altogether cease delivering new air-
craft between January 2021 and August 2022.This said,
the most significant red flags over 787 aircraft safety
emerged when an engineer at Boeing named Sam
Salehpour alleged that parts of the fuselage were being
joined together in a subpar way that could cause them to
come undone after thousands of flights. In April 2024, the
U.S. FAA said it would take a closer look at Mr. Salehpour’s
claims. While Boeing staunchly refused the allegations, Mr.
Salehpour had also said that after he repeatedly flagged the
problem, the company had transferred him to working on
Boeing 777 aircraft instead.A month earlier, another Boeing
whistleblower named John Barnett — who had raised mul-
tiple concerns about “shoddy production and weak over-
sight”, in the New York Times’ words, at the company’s
South Carolina facility where it manufactured its 787s —
had been found dead with a seemingly self-inflicted gun-
shot wound. Barnett had worked at Boeing for almost three
decades and had retired in 2017. He had previously also
reported the presence of “clusters of metal slivers hanging
over the wiring that commands the flight controls”. Accord-
ing to him, if the slivers had penetrated the wiring, the ef-
fects would be “catastrophic”.Following this, the FAA di-
rected Boeing to remove these slivers from all 787 aircraft
prior to delivery. Boeing said it could comply while continu-
ing to maintain that the metal pieces’ presence didn’t com-
promise the safety of the aircraft.These problems with the
787s together with those dogging the 737 Max, another
company workhorse, set off alarm bells among regulators,
airline operators, and aviators alike as to whether Boeing
was systematically cutting corners in order to not cede
ground to Airbus and to keep up its hectic delivery sched-
ule.

Indian Rat Snake vying for
official reptile of Kerala status

Rat snakes, also known as friends of farmers, have
great conservation value and shall be protected by declar-
ing it as the State Reptile. File | Photo Credit: The HinduIndian
Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosa), regionally known as Chera,
may be notified as the Official Reptile of Kerala.The State
Board for Wildlife, which will meet next week, will consider
a proposal for notifying the snake, also known as Manja
Chera and Karinchera as the official reptile.Only 25% of all
snakes are poisonous, and it’s important to protect them,
say snake loverThe non-venomous snake, which has been
included in Schedule One of the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
has been accorded the highest legal protection. The spe-
cies, which is commonly found in human habitations, plays
a major role in controlling the rodent population that dam-
ages agricultural crops including grains and tubers in fields
and farmlands that spread infectious diseases.
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Government greenlights Rs 84,000-crore scheme to
boost offshore oil & gas exploration, production

The Union Cabinet on Friday gave its nod to a Rs
84,084-crore scheme aimed at boosting oil and gas explo-
ration and production from the country’s offshore basins,
and reducing the dependence on imported energy. The
ambitious ‘Samudra Manthan’ scheme, or the National Off-
shore Exploration Scheme, will provide financial support for
exploratory drilling in deep-sea and ultra-deep-sea areas
and support building of common infrastructure for produc-
tion of discovered hydrocarbons in offshore areas, apart
from funding offshore data acquisition and developing hy-
drocarbon manufacturing and services zones. The outlay
is for implementation till financial year 2030-31.

The Centre expects the Samudra Manthan scheme
to catalyse reserve accretion of over 600 million tonnes of
oil and oil equivalent gas (mtoe), while stimulating signifi-
cant investments across the oil and gas exploration and
production value chain. India is the world’s third-largest con-
sumer of crude oil and also a major consumer of natural
gas, but has a high degree of import dependency — over
88% for oil and about 50% in the case of natural gas. This
makes the country’s economy vulnerable to global energy
market volatility, and even poses supply risks, as has been
witnessed during the ongoing West Asia crisis. Moreover,
the country’s energy demand is on the rise, while domestic
production is stagnant.Subject to exploration success, the
scheme aims to increase India’s domestic oil and gas pro-
duction from around 62 mtoe to 80 mtoe annually and ex-
pand the country’s hydrocarbon resource base from 1,600
mtoe to 2,2oo mtoe. The additional production has the po-
tential to reduce crude oil imports by nearly Rs 1 lakh crore
annually, strengthening India’s energy security and reduc-
ing import dependence, as per the government.

“The Scheme encompasses a comprehensive set of
interventions across the offshore exploration value chain. It
provides for large-scale acquisition, processing and inter-
pretation of high-quality seismic data, accelerated deepwater
and ultra-deepwater exploratory drilling, scientific drilling in
frontier basins, development of common offshore produc-
tion and evacuation infrastructure, and establishment of an
integrated Oil & Gas Manufacturing and Services Zone,”
the government said in a release.“It also includes dedicated
provisions for digital programme management, capacity
building, technology adoption, stakeholder engagement and
international outreach, creating an integrated ecosystem to
accelerate offshore exploration and production in the coun-
try,” it added. The initiative was first indicated last year by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his Independence Day
address. He had called for a modern-day ‘Samudra
Manthan’ to unlock India’s vast offshore energy

potential.Under the Samudra Manthan scheme, Rs 43,200
crore will be allocated to support deep-sea exploratory drill-
ing, which involves significant costs and risks, while Rs
28,534 crore will be earmarked for offshore data acquisi-
tion. Another Rs 10,000 crore will be used to partially fund
building of common infrastructure to bring the discovered
oil and gas reserves into production, while Rs 2,000 crore
will be earmarked for developing oil and gas manufacturing
and services zones.

The scheme will provide support of up to 50% of drill-
ing cost or Rs 675 crore, whichever is lower, for every well
drilled in deep-sea and ultra-deep-sea areas. Drilling at such
depths is an expensive proposition, costing between $100
million and $250 million per well, as per industry estimates.
It is also risky as the drilling activity may not lead to any oil
or natural gas discovery. In certain cases, even if hydro-
carbons are discovered, it may not be commercially viable
to exploit them. The scheme, officials expect, will mitigate
some of the investment risks for upstream oil and gas play-
ers, and increase investment into the sector.“India’s future
hydrocarbon potential lies largely in deepwater and ultra-
deepwater basins such as Krishna-Godavari, Cauvery,
Mahanadi and the Andaman region. Exploration in these
frontier areas requires advanced technology and significant
investment…Recognising the high-risk, high-cost nature of
such exploration, the Government is adopting a risk-shar-
ing approach to encourage sustained investment, acceler-
ate exploration, and unlock India’s offshore hydrocarbon re-
sources” the government said.

Hydrocarbon exploration is a capital-intensive and long-
gestation activity, with a typical period of five to 10 years
from the award of an exploration block to the commence-
ment of commercial production. Further, existing oil and gas
fields witness a natural production decline of around 6–7%
every year, making continuous exploration and new dis-
coveries essential to sustain domestic hydrocarbon pro-
duction, as per the government.

According to Prashant Vashisht, senior vice president
and co group head at ICRA, the scheme is a positive for
India’s upstream oil and gas sector, and could lead to some
reduction in oil and gas import dependency. “The scheme
provides funds for offshore seismic data acquisition espe-
cially in erstwhile no-go zones, which is a key issue ham-
pering commercial exploitation of oil and gas reserves in
these areas due to lack of good prospectivity data,” he
said.“Additionally, the scheme provides support for drilling
deepwater/ultra-deepwater wells where the domestic up-
stream sector has limited experience and technical exper-
tise and exploitation of the same remains highly capital in-
tensive and risky. The scheme aims to add incremental
annual production of 10-15 million tonnes of oil equivalent
which would reduce the dependence on imports of oil and
gas but only to the extent of 3-5%,” Vashisht added.“Over
the past decade, the Government has undertaken transfor-
mative reforms across the upstream sector, including open-
ing almost the entire offshore acreage for exploration,
modernising the legislative and contractual framework, and
strengthening the National Data Repository. Building on
these reforms, Samudra Manthan will usher in a new era of
accelerated offshore exploration through strategic public
investment, cutting-edge technologies and world-class in-
frastructure,” the government said.

Over-leveraged borrowers jump 3-fold,
credit expansion loses pace: Cibil

A TransUnion CIBIL study highlights that rising indebt-
edness and declining first-time borrower growth pose new
challenges for India’s retail credit sector.A TransUnion CIBIL
study highlights that rising indebtedness and declining first-
time borrower growth pose new challenges for India’s retail
credit sector. (Representational)India’s decade-long expan-
sion in formal credit has brought millions of first-time bor-
rowers into the banking system, but the next phase of growth
could be far more challenging as rising consumer indebt-
edness, slowing borrower growth and shrinking participa-
tion by first-time borrowers emerge as key concerns, ac-
cording to a TransUnion CIBIL study.

A big warning sign is the steady increase in financially
stretched borrowers. The share of over-leveraged consum-
ers rose threefold — from 5% in the financial year 2017
(FY17) to 18% in FY24 — before easing marginally to 15%
in FY26 after industry intervention, says the Cibil report,
Unlocking Access: Journey of Credit Expansion in India.The
excessive borrowing is concentrated largely among younger
consumers, who have also been the fastest-growing seg-
ment of India’s retail credit market.Another concern is the
sharp slowdown in the pace of expansion of active borrow-
ers.

The proportion of credit-active consumers within the
credit-eligible population also increased during this period,
from 11% in March 2017 to 28% in March 2026.However,
the compounded annual growth rate of the credit-active con-
sumer base moderated from 14% during the March 2017–
March 2019 period to 9% during March 2024-March 2026
period, suggesting that the easy gains from financial inclu-
sion may be tapering off, Cibil said.The pipeline of new bor-
rowers is also shrinking.New-to-credit (NTC) consumers
accounted for 32% of retail loan originations in 2017 but their
share has fallen to just 13% by 2026. This indicates that
lenders are increasingly relying on repeat borrowers instead
of expanding the formal credit net to households that have
never borrowed before.“These numbers indicate significant
opportunity to both deepen engagement with those already
within the credit fold, and to bring new consumers into the
formal credit ecosystem,” Cibil said.The nature of borrow-
ing has also undergone a significant shift.Consumption
credit — including personal loans, credit cards and con-
sumer durable finance — has emerged as the dominant
segment, with the share of active borrowers holding such
products increasing from 34% to 51% over the
period.Commercial lendingThe study also flags concerns
in the commercial lending ecosystem. The share of entities
that have accessed commercial credit declined from 50%
to 41%, the credit-active share dipped from 10% to 9% and
NTC also went down from 60% to 39% between quarter
ended March 2021 and quarter ended March 2026.This in-
dicates further capacity to bring eligible enterprises and
medium, small and micro entrepreneurs into formal credit,
it said.

This also shows that millions of micro and small en-
terprises continue to remain outside the organised credit
system despite improved creditworthiness.Geographically,
the report finds that India’s credit map is undergoing a struc-
tural shift.Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar have
recorded faster growth in credit participation than traditional
markets such as Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. While this
reflects widening financial inclusion beyond the country’s
established economic centres, it also places greater re-
sponsibility on lenders to maintain underwriting standards

as lending expands rapidly into relatively newer markets.The
report nevertheless highlights the remarkable expansion of
formal finance. The share of credit-eligible Indians who have
borrowed at least once has increased from 35% in 2017 to
74% in 2026, while credit monitoring has risen sharply, point-
ing to growing financial awareness. Women borrowers in-
creased their share from 22% in March 2017 to 30% in
March 2026, while that of young borrowers rose from 33%
to 39% in the same period.“What also stands out is how
India’s state-wise credit heatmap has undergone a gradual
but clear shift. While the traditionally dominant states in west
and south India continue their strong credit uptake, states
in north and central India have seen a remarkable rise in
credit participation,” said Bhavesh Jain, MD and CEO,
TransUnion CIBIL.The changes in wallet composition point
to how credit is being increasingly seen as a means to drive
a lifestyle-driven approach today, compared to the asset-
based approach seen a decade ago, he said.

Over 5.9 crore ITRs filed by
July 31 deadline, says Income

Tax Department
New Delhi: More than 5.9 crore income tax returns

(ITRs) have been filed for the Assessment Year (AY) 2026-
27 by the July 31 deadline, the Income Tax Department
said on Saturday, while thanking taxpayers for their timely
compliance.In a post on social media platform X, the de-
partment said, “Thank you, taxpayers! Over 5.9 crore ITRs
were filed for AY 2026-27 by July 31st! Your trust and timely
compliance provide the energy that fuels India’s growth.”The
latest figures indicate that over 40 lakh returns were filed on
the final day, as taxpayers rushed to meet the July 31 due
date for individuals and entities that are not required to get
their accounts audited.The filing momentum gathered pace
sharply in the final weeks before the deadline.The depart-
ment had earlier said that more than 1.7 crore ITRs had
been filed by July 11 — which rose to over 3 crore by July
22.Later, the number crossed 4 crore by July 27, exceeded
5 crore on July 31 and reached more than 5.5 crore before
the close of filing on Friday, before finally crossing the 5.9-
crore mark.In addition, the Income Tax Department had re-
peatedly urged taxpayers not to wait until the last moment
and to complete the filing process well before the deadline
to avoid possible technical glitches and heavy traffic on the
e-filing portal.

Unusual lung cancer symptoms: When
breathlessness, hoarseness or back pain are red flags

A 50-year-old woman walked into my clinic seeking a
second opinion. For several weeks, she had been treated
for asthma because of an occasional cough and episodes
of breathlessness. She had faithfully used her inhalers, yet
her symptoms showed no sign of improvement. Instead of
simply changing her medication, we decided to start from
the beginning. A routine chest X-ray revealed something
completely unexpected—massive fluid accumulation
around the lung. Further investigations confirmed the real
diagnosis: lung cancer that had spread to the pleura, the
membrane surrounding the lungs.The diagnosis came as
a shock to the patient and her family. They had never imag-
ined that symptoms resembling asthma could actually be
masking lung cancer. This case reinforces an important
lesson in medicine — not every persistent cough or epi-
sode of breathlessness is asthma, bronchitis or an infec-
tion. When symptoms continue despite appropriate treat-
ment, they deserve a fresh evaluation rather than repeated
prescriptions.

Fluid accumulation around the lung or pleural effusion
itself may be the first sign of an underlying lung cancer.
Patients often present with progressive breathlessness,
chest heaviness or a persistent dry cough, symptoms that
can easily be mistaken for more common respiratory ill-
nesses. We are also witnessing a significant shift in the
profile of lung cancer patients. It is no longer a disease seen
only in older male smokers. In our own practice, we diag-
nose nearly two to three new cases of primary lung cancer
every three months, and almost 40% of these patients are
either women or people who have never smoked.

Lung cancer doesn’t always present with typical
symptomsWhen most people think of lung cancer, they
associate it with a persistent cough, coughing up blood,
chest pain or breathlessness. These remain the most com-
mon warning signs. However, lung cancer does not always
follow a textbook presentation.Breathlessness itself can
occur for several reasons. It may result from airway ob-
struction caused by the tumour, fluid around the lungs, col-
lapse of a portion of the lung, or reduced lung function. In
some patients, breathlessness develops even before a per-
sistent cough appears.In many cases, the first symptoms
appear in completely different parts of the body and are of-
ten mistaken for stress, ageing, nutritional deficiencies, in-
fections or common health conditions. Sometimes these
symptoms occur because the tumour affects nearby nerves,
blood vessels or surrounding structures. In other cases,
they develop after the cancer has spread to other organs.

Adding to the challenge, early-stage lung cancer often
causes very few noticeable symptoms. As a result, many
patients ignore subtle warning signs until the disease has
progressed.Unusual symptoms that shouldn’t be ignoredA
prolonged change in your voice may not immediately sug-
gest a lung problem. However, a tumour in the chest can
affect the recurrent laryngeal nerve, which controls the vo-
cal cords, leading to persistent hoarseness. Although aller-
gies, acid reflux and throat infections are far more common
causes, any voice change lasting more than a few weeks
should be medically evaluated.Difficulty or discomfort while
swallowing, medically known as dysphagia, can occur when
a tumour in the chest presses against the oesophagus.
Patients may initially notice difficulty swallowing solid foods
before liquids become affected.Unexplained swelling around

the face, neck or upper chest can occur when a lung tu-
mour compresses the superior vena cava, the large vein
responsible for returning blood from the upper body to the
heart. This condition, known as Superior Vena Cava (SVC)
syndrome, requires prompt medical attention.

A painless swelling or lump above the collarbone or in
the neck may occasionally be the first visible sign of lung
cancer that has spread to nearby lymph nodes. While en-
larged lymph nodes can occur with infections and other ill-
nesses, persistent or unexplained swelling should always
be medically assessed.Lung cancer can sometimes
present as a deep, persistent ache in the back, shoulders
or bones. This may happen due to cancer spreading to the
spine and compressing the spinal cord or surrounding
nerves, leading to persistent neck or back pain, numbness,
stiffness or weakness that may radiate to the arms or legs.
Sudden weakness in the limbs requires immediate medi-
cal evaluation. In some advanced cases, cancer cells
spread to the protective membranes surrounding the brain
and spinal cord. This can cause back pain along with head-
aches, limb weakness and other neurological
symptoms.When lung cancer spreads to the bones, it can
raise calcium levels in the blood. Along with bone or back
pain, patients may experience excessive thirst, nausea,
vomiting, constipation, weakness or
headaches.Neurological symptomsSometimes, lung can-
cer is diagnosed only after it has spread to the brain. Per-
sistent headaches, dizziness, seizures, blurred vision, dif-
ficulty maintaining balance, confusion or weakness affect-
ing one side of the body may be warning signs that require
urgent medical evaluation. Although these symptoms can
have many causes, they should never be ignored, particu-
larly when accompanied by respiratory symptoms or un-
explained weight loss.One of the lesser-known signs of lung
cancer is finger clubbing. The fingertips gradually become
broader while the nails appear more rounded and curved.
Although clubbing can occur in several lung and heart dis-
eases, any new or unexplained changes in the fingers
should be evaluated by a doctor.

Recurrent chest infectionsRepeated episodes of bron-
chitis or pneumonia, especially affecting the same area of
the lung, may signal an underlying blockage. A tumour can
partially obstruct an airway, making it difficult to clear mu-
cus and increasing the risk of recurring infections. Rather
than repeatedly treating infections with antibiotics, it is im-
portant to identify the underlying cause.Unusual hormonal
or neurological changesIn some patients, lung cancer
causes symptoms that are not directly related to the tu-
mour itself. Known as paraneoplastic syndromes, these
occur when the cancer produces hormone-like substances
or triggers an abnormal immune response. Patients may
experience unexplained muscle weakness, low sodium lev-
els, electrolyte imbalances or neurological symptoms be-
fore the lung tumour is even detected.

Who is at risk?
While smoking remains the single biggest risk factor

for lung cancer, it is important to understand that the dis-
ease can affect people who have never smoked.Exposure
to second-hand smoke, indoor biomass fuel smoke, cook-
ing fumes, radon gas, asbestos fibres, diesel exhaust, air
pollution, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and other
aerosolised chemicals may also increase the risk. In addi-
tion, a family history of lung cancer or previous radiation
therapy to the chest can make some individuals more sus-
ceptible.

When should you see a specialist?
If you have a persistent cough lasting more than three

weeks, unexplained breathlessness, coughing up blood,
recurrent chest infections, or any of the unusual symptoms
described above that do not improve with routine treatment,
it is important to consult a pulmonologist or specialist for a
thorough evaluation.The earlier lung cancer is diagnosed,
the greater the chances of successful treatment and better
long-term outcomes.

Two Mumbai women have rare stomach cancer
that mimics ovarian tumour: What not to miss

When a 25-year-old woman arrived at a Mumbai hos-
pital with abdominal pain, irregular periods, loss of appetite
and unexplained weight loss, scans revealed what appeared
to be a large tumour in her right ovary. The diagnosis ini-
tially pointed to ovarian cancer. Further investigations, how-
ever, revealed that the ovarian tumour was secondary. The
cancer had actually originated in her stomach and spread
silently to the ovary.In another case, a 37-year-old mother
of two presented with abdominal pain, menstrual irregulari-
ties, weight loss and changes in bowel habits. Imaging
showed large tumours in both ovaries, but subsequent test-
ing established that they had spread from an underlying
stomach cancer.

The two cases, documented by doctors at Mumbai’s
Government Medical College and Cama and Albless Hos-
pital, highlight an uncommon but important clinical challenge:
not every ovarian tumour originates in the ovary. In rare
cases, it may represent metastatic cancer from another
organ, most commonly the stomach. Distinguishing between
the two is critical because treatment is determined by the
site where the cancer began, not where it has spread.The
findings have been published in the International Journal of
Reproduction, Contraception, Obstetrics and Gynaecology
in a paper titled ‘A gastrointestinal malignancy presenting
as an ovarian mass: a case report of Krukenberg tumours’
by Dr Pratiksha Dattu Khamkar, Dr Tushar Palve and Dr
Anusha Shetty from the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology of the two institutions.A rare form of meta-
static cancer

The condition described in the report is called a
Krukenberg tumour — a rare and aggressive form of meta-
static ovarian cancer in which malignant cells spread to one
or both ovaries from another organ, most often the stom-
ach. Less commonly, the primary cancer arises in the co-
lon, appendix, pancreas or breast.Krukenberg tumours ac-
count for only 1-2 per cent of all ovarian tumours and are
seen more often in women of reproductive age, although
they can occur at any age. Cancer cells typically spread
through the bloodstream or lymphatic system before im-
planting in the ovaries. Because the disease has already
metastasised by the time it is detected in the ovaries, the
prognosis is generally poorer than that of primary ovarian
cancer.

Symptoms often mask the underlying diseaseThe
condition is particularly difficult to diagnose because its
symptoms overlap with those of primary ovarian cancer as
well as several common gastrointestinal and gynaecological
disorders. Patients may experience abdominal pain, bloat-
ing, irregular menstrual cycles, loss of appetite, unexplained
weight loss, early satiety or changes in bowel habits.Dr
Pratiksha Dattu Khamkar, lead author of the study, said

both women initially presented with severe abdominal pain.
“We decided to document these cases because both women
presented with severe abdominal pain but the diagnosis
turned out to be something we don’t encounter very often,”
she said.While ovarian cancer is often the first suspicion,
clinicians should also consider whether an ovarian mass
could represent metastatic disease from the gastrointesti-
nal tract, she added.“Women who present with ovarian
masses, along with persistent symptoms such as abdomi-
nal pain, unexplained weight loss, loss of appetite or changes
in bowel habits, should undergo further evaluation to rule
out an underlying stomach or intestinal cancer.”Dr Khamkar
said Krukenberg tumours are most commonly diagnosed
in women between 25 and 40 years of age. Delayed diag-
nosis is common because the symptoms are non-specific
and the primary stomach cancer often progresses silently
before spreading.Although ultrasound and CT scans can
detect ovarian masses, they cannot reliably establish where
the cancer originated. Doctors often need endoscopy, tis-
sue biopsy and specialised pathological testing to identify
the primary tumour.This distinction directly influences treat-
ment. Surgery may be required to remove ovarian tumours
or relieve symptoms, but management is centred on the
primary stomach cancer. Patients are typically treated with
chemotherapy used for advanced gastric cancer, while tar-
geted therapies or immunotherapy may be considered in
selected cases based on the tumour’s molecular profile.The
Mumbai casesBoth women sought medical care after
nearly 25 days of persistent abdominal pain and underwent
surgery.In the first case, imaging detected a large ovarian
mass along with thickening of the stomach wall. Endos-
copy confirmed stomach cancer, while pathological exami-
nation established that the ovarian tumour had originated in
the stomach. She subsequently underwent surgery and was
referred for further oncological treatment.The second pa-
tient had tumours in both ovaries along with abnormalities
in the stomach. Following surgery and specialised testing,
doctors confirmed the same diagnosis.
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Shankar Mahadevan to
perform at Commonwealth Games
2026 closing ceremony in Glasgow

GNS News Agency, August 5
Mumbai: Renowned singer and composer Shankar

Mahadevan has been roped in to perform at India’s handover
segment at the closing ceremony of the Commonwealth
Games 2026, which will take place at Glasgow’s OVO Hy-
dro on August 2.During the closing ceremony, India will for-
mally be taking over the hosting duties for the centenary
2030 edition of the Commonwealth Games, expected to take
place in Ahmedabad.

Sharing his excitement about his performance,
Shankar Mahadevan claimed that every time one gets the

opportunity to represent their country on an international plat-
form such as this, they are faced with a deep sense of
responsibility.Talking about what it means to represent In-
dia on the global stage, Shankar Mahadevan said, “Every
time you represent India on an international stage, there is
a deep sense of responsibility that comes with it.”Speaking
about the Commonwealth Games, the singer and composer
added, “Events like the Commonwealth Games are a cel-
ebration of excellence, unity, and shared human spirit, and
music has the power to complement that beautifully.”“We’ve
approached the performance with the intention of capturing
the many emotions, traditions, and musical influences that
make India so unique. My hope is that audiences don’t just
enjoy the music, but also experience the warmth, diversity,
and soul of our country through it,” he further went on to
say.The closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games
2026 will include a 20-minute India Handover Segment. The
cultural presentation will have Shankar Mahadevan, actress
and former Miss World Manushi Chhillar, Playback singer
Bhoomi Trivedi, musicians Siddharth Mahadevan and
Shivam Mahadevan, and sitar maestro Rishab Rikhiram
Sharma.The performance plans to pay tribute to the state
of Gujarat, which will be hosting the 2030 Commonwealth
Games. Shankar Mahadevan is believed to headline the
performance, along with his two sons Siddharth and Shivam
Mahadevan. These three will be accompanied by the
Gujarati playback singer Bhoomi Trivedi.

Pujara calls Rahane’s Melbourne century a
‘character-defining’ innings after his retirement

GNS News Agency, August 5
New Delhi: Terming Ajinkya Rahane’s match-winning

century against Australia in the 2020 Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne as a ‘character-defining’ moment, former India
batter Cheteshwar Pujara praised his long-time batting
partner’s leadership and generosity, following him announc-
ing his retirement from international cricket.Rahane played
85 Tests, 90 ODIs and 20 T20Is for India, with his last inter-
national appearance coming in a Test match against the
West Indies in July 2023. Rahane made 5077 runs in Tests
at an average of 38.46 with 12 centuries, while amassing
2962 ODI runs at average of 35.26 with three hundreds.He
also made 375 T20I runs at a strike rate of 113.29. He led
India in six Tests, of which they won four and drew two,
apart from being in 2015 ODI World Cup and 2014 and 2016
T20 World Cups.

Reflecting on Rahane’s stellar career and their memo-
rable partnerships, Pujara hailed his ability to stay calm un-
der pressure and lead without an ego, particularly during
India’s historic 2020/21 Border-Gavaskar Trophy triumph
after the debacle of 36 all out in Adelaide.“If you want to
understand Ajinkya Rahane, the person, the player, the char-
acter, the leader and the team man, watch his century
against Australia in the Boxing Day Test in 2020. That cen-
tury by Ajju, as I call him, was a character-defining innings.“It
was the second Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, after
India collapsed to 36 all out in Adelaide the previous week.
Ajju was leading the side in Melbourne after Virat (Kohli)
had to head back to India for the birth of his child. There
was pressure but Ajju didn’t let it get to him while batting.“He
just kept playing his game. We were losing wickets but he
stood his ground and eventually got his century. For me
that was one of the best innings under pressure – leading
as a captain and showing the team how to bat in those con-
ditions,” Pujara wrote in his column for Cricinfo on Satur-
day.

Highlighting Rahane’s inclusive leadership style in the
absence of key players, Pujara noted how the Mumbai-
based right-handed batter empowered senior players to
mentor the younger members of the side.“Ajju told us to
feel free to communicate with the younger players in what-
ever way we wanted, to give them whatever inputs we had.
What such a thing does is create an environment where
everyone’s voice is heard, and although you are not in a
leadership role, you’re still contributing.“His strength as a
captain was to keep things very simple. There was no ego
about who was the best in the team. Everything was about
ensuring you got the best out of all the players,” he
added.Recalling their crucial 118-run partnership during the
2017 Bengaluru Test against Australia, Pujara shared an

anecdote illustrating Rahane’s composure under aggres-
sive opposition banter. “At one point in the first innings in
Bengaluru, we were in trouble, and when we were walking
off at one point, Australia were in such a commanding posi-
tion that they were almost celebrating a win.

“From there we had a massive partnership – adding
118 together in the second innings – which turned out to be
a series-defining contribution. As we were walking off the
field at tea on day three, I was getting a little provoked by
the Aussies trying to sledge us, and I started talking back to
them, telling them that the game was not over yet and that
we’d see what happened. Ajju said to me: “Don’t get af-
fected. Let’s focus on the partnership and our bats will do
the talking.” And eventually that’s what happened,” Pujara
recalled.Pujara also addressed the challenges both batters
faced towards the end of their international careers, includ-
ing being dropped from the side for good in 2023. “Dealing
with disappointments and frustrations like being dropped or
not being selected, which was the case for both Ajju and
myself towards the end of our international careers, is part
of the journey.“Naturally, we both spoke a lot about this but
one thing we reminded each other about is that there will be
outside noise and that is something you can’t control. We
both felt that the sad part is that even when you have con-
tributed for the country for a long time, sometimes when
you’re going through a tough time as a batter, you don’t get
enough backing from the team management,” he
said.Signing off with advice for Rahane as he transitions
into life post-retirement, Pujara urged him to focus on fam-
ily and enjoy living life. “I’m India Test cap No. 266, and my
suggestion to Test cap No. 278 is to try and enjoy this time,
because you have missed out a lot when it comes to spend-
ing time with your family, with your friends, and even enjoy-
ing life.“Because every single day when you woke up, you
were always thinking of training, running, gym sessions.
So try and relax, enjoy this phase of life and forget about
what happened in the past. It’s important for every cricketer
to move on from the game. Don’t hold onto the past.”

KL Rahul shares glimpses of summer
getaway with Athiya Shetty and Ahan Shetty

GNS News Agency, August 5
Mumbai: Indian cricketer KL Rahul gave fans a glimpse

of his chill and calm summer getaway as he shared a se-
ries of candid pictures featuring his wife Athiya Shetty and
brother-in-law Ahan Shetty.Taking to his social media ac-
count, Rahul shared a carousel of photographs with the
simple caption, “Summering.”The pictures capture Rahul
strolling through picturesque streets with Athiya, and also
relaxing in a lush green park, followed by enjoying meals at
a quaint cafe.Athiya is also seen posing for a cheerful selfie
with brother Ahan Shetty and another friend along with
Rahul.Another picture also captures the couple enjoying a
quiet meal together.For the uninitiated, KL Rahul and Athiya
Shetty, after dating for a few years, tied the knot on Janu-
ary 23, 2023, in an intimate ceremony at actor Suniel Shetty’s
farmhouse in Khandala.

The wedding was attended by close friends and fam-
ily members.Earlier last year, the couple embraced parent-
hood with the birth of their daughter, Evaarah, on March 24,
2025. The little one recently celebrated her first birthday in
March 2026, with a private family celebration.For the unini-
tiated, Athiya is the daughter of Bollywood actor Suniel

Shetty and Mana Shetty. She made her acting debut oppo-
site Sooraj Pancholi in “Hero” in 2015 and later appeared in
films such as “Mubarakan” and “Motichoor Chaknachoor”
alongside Nawazuddin Siddiqui.Post marriage, the actress
went on to embrace motherhood and has taken a sabbati-
cal from the film industry.Talking about Ahan Shetty, the actor
made his Bollywood debut with “Tadap” in 2021, directed by
Milan Luthria. The romantic action drama, co-starred Tara
Sutaria.He was last seen in “Border 2,” where he was seen
alongside Sunny Deol, Varun Dhawan and Diljit Dosanjh.

Taipei Open 2026: Tanvi Sharma
storms into women’s singles final

GNS News Agency, August 5Taipei: Tanvi Sharma
continued her impressive run at the Taipei Open 2026 by
storming into the women’s singles final with a commanding
straight-games victory, keeping India’s title hopes alive at
the BWF Super 300 tournament.At the Taipei Arena on Sat-
urday, world number 34 beat the fifth seed and home

favourite Huang Yu-hsun 21-17, 21-11, completing the vic-
tory in just 33 minutes and thus securing her spot in the
final on Sunday against Nguyen Thuy Linh from Vietnam.

In contrast to her quarterfinal match against Thailand’s
fourth seed Supanida Katethong, in which she had to re-
cover from a setback during the match to win in three
games, Tanvi was in full control during the semifinal and
kept the home crowd from having any chance of a come-
back, concluding the match in straight games with a confi-
dent all-round performance.The last achievement marks a
major milestone in the young player’s swift ascent over the
last two years. As part of India’s gold-medal-winning team
at the 2024 Badminton Asia Team Championships, Tanvi
has gradually built up a reputation on the international scene.
In 2025 she came in second at both the Odisha Masters
Super 100 and the Guwahati Masters Super 100, and had
also won the Bonn International in 2024 and the Denmark
Challenge in 2025.India, however, came very close to hav-
ing an all-Indian final in the women’s singles event after
Unnati Hooda was eliminated in the semifinals. The teen-
ager lost 15-21, 18-21 to Nguyen Thuy Linh, the sixth seed,
who will therefore play against Tanvi for the title. The fact
that Unnati had been defeated put an end to the possibility
of an all-Indian final which had seemed likely after both play-
ers had reached the last four.The men’s singles campaign
concluded on a disappointing day, Kiran George—India’s
final player left after HS Prannoy’s exit in the round of 16—
being beaten 21-12, 21-10 by Japan’s fourth seed Yudai
Okimoto in the quarter-finals.The difficulty that India experi-
enced in the doubles events had already ended earlier in
the week, since Bhargav Ram Arigela and Viswa Tej
Gobburu were eliminated in the first round of the men’s

Neeraj Chopra wins javelin silver
as Yashvir Singh takes bronze

GNS News Agency, August 5
Glasgow: India’s former Olympic champion Neeraj

Chopra clinched the silver medal in the men’s javelin throw
at the Commonwealth Games 2026 after producing his
season’s best effort of 85.83m. However, the mark wasn’t
enough to regain the title as Sri Lanka’s R.T. Pathirage de-
livered a sensational 89.75m throw to claim gold.It was a
maiden Commonwealth Games medal for Yashvir Singh
while Chopra grabbed his second medal after the gold at
Gold Coast in 2018. He missed the 2022 edition with an
injury.Neeraj opened with 80.97m before improving to
85.83m in his second attempt, which eventually stood as
his best throw of the competition. His remaining valid throws
measured 81.29m and 80.73m, while his final two attempts
were fouls.India celebrated a double podium finish with
Yashvir Singh securing the bronze medal. Yashvir regis-
tered a personal best of 85.41m, finishing just 42cm behind
Neeraj in a closely fought contest.

Pathirage’s outstanding 89.75m effort proved unbeat-
able as the Sri Lankan thrower produced the performance
of his career to take the Commonwealth title.With the first
two spots sealed by Pathirage and Chopra after the second
round, Yashvir Singh upset the rankings by producing his
personal best throw of 85.41 in the sixth and final round to
jump into medal contention.But his medal was not sealed
yet as former World Champion Anderson Peters of Grenada
and Douw Smit of South Africa had an opportunity to over-
take him in their final throws. But both failed to come any-
where close to Yashvir’s effort.Anderson Peters finished
fourth with 83.88m, followed by Douw Smit (82.88m) and

Trinidad and Tobago’s Keshorn Walcott (82.55m).Paris
Olympics gold medallist Arshad Nadeem of Pakistan, who
was also the defending champion from Birmingham, failed
to make a mark and finished ninth with a below-par perfor-
mance of 77.41. Nadeem holds the Games record of 90.13m
set at Birmingham in 2022.Rohit Yadav, the third Indian in
the javelin throw final, finished seventh with a best throw of
81.56m.Despite missing out on gold, Neeraj’s silver and
Yashvir’s bronze ensured India finished with two medals in
one of the marquee events of the athletics programme, while
Pathirage’s stunning display emerged as one of the biggest
upsets of the Games.The two medals in javelin throw took
India’s overall tally to 23 with five gold, 12 silver and six
bronze medals. They occupy the 10th spot in the medals
table but will definitely move up in the rankings with a big
haul expected in the boxing rings as 10 Indian pugilists made
it to the finals on Friday.

 Tejaswin Shankar scripts
history with decathlon bronze

Glasgow: Tejaswin Shankar made history for India in
athletics and the Commonwealth Games, becoming the first
Indian to win a medal in Men’s Decathlon in a major interna-
tional multi-sport event at Glasgow on Friday.The high
jumper-turned decathlete, Tejaswin Shankar, also got his
name into the record books by becoming the first Indian
athlete to win medals in two different disciplines in the Com-
monwealth Games. He won a bronze medal in men’s high
jump in the 2022 edition in Birmingham.

The first Indian decathlete to cross the 8,000-point
mark, Tejaswin won bronze in Glasgow with 7,976 points in
the most gruelling event in the track and field competition.The
reigning Asian Champion in both heptathlon and decathlon,
Tejaswin finished behind Victor Lindon of Granada, who

ended with a season-best 8096 points, while Canada’s
Damian Warner took the silver medal with 8036 points.In
the competition spread over many days, the 27-year-old
Tejaswin finished 7th in the 100m with a timing of 10.96
seconds (870 pts), cleared 7.82m in the long jump to claim
1015 points and moved to overall third in the standings. He
gained 673 points in shot put, soared to 2.15m in high jump
for 944 points and bagged 837 points by finishing fifth in the
400m race for a combined total of 4339 at the end of five
events and was placed second in the standings.Tejaswin
got 922 points in the 110m hurdles, a modest 674 in discus
throw and 704 in pole vault, after which he slipped to fourth
in the overall standings.

A good performance in the javelin throw pushed him
back into the medals bracket, moving him to third, and he
confirmed his medal by bagging 704 points in the 1500m
race, for a total of 7976 points.Tejaswin is the Indian na-
tional record holder in the decathlon and a graduate of Kan-
sas State University, where he won two NCAA Division I
titles in the high jump. Over the course of his career, he has
competed successfully in both high jump and combined
events at the national and international levels. Tejaswin
gained prominence in the high jump after setting the Indian
record of 2.29m in 2018. At the 2022 Commonwealth
Games, he won bronze, becoming the first Indian male high
jumper to win a medal at the Games. Later, he transitioned
his focus to combined events and secured the silver medal
in the decathlon at the 2022 Asian Games.

‘I don’t go there to make friends’: Alzarri Joseph’s
slams coach Sammy after controversial comments

GNS News Agency, August 5
West Indies pacer Alzarri Joseph has fired back at

head coach Daren Sammy over comments made about his
absence from the ongoing Test series against Pakistan.
Joseph labelled Sammy’s remarks as “controversial and
without context,” accusing the coach of shaping a mislead-
ing public perception around his decision.Cricket West Indies
originally attributed Joseph’s absence to “personal reasons”
in their official squad announcement. But Sammy later told
the media that the fast bowler had “declined selection,” claim-
ing he had been picked after recovering from injury but chose
not to play. Joseph, however, insists he had already spo-
ken to both Sammy and the board about his decision to skip
the series.Speaking on the Good Morning Jojo Sports Show
on Antigua Observer, Joseph made it clear that Sammy
knew exactly what he was doing when he made those
remarks.“We had a chat, myself and the head coach. I’ve

also had a chat with CWI and if you realise the statement
CWI released said personal reasons. Mr Sammy, being
around for a long time, he knows exactly what that state-
ment would have done. So to be honest, I have nothing to
say to Mr Sammy in terms of his statement. Like I said, he
knows exactly what that statement would have done and
the narrative it would have pushed in the public.”Earlier, while
Cricket West Indies had announced that Joseph was un-
available due to personal reasons but Sammy said that the
decision to not have him in the team is “way over my
head”.Yeah, it is a big loss. Mr Joseph has declined selec-
tion. That’s the reality of the situation,” Sammy said at a
press interaction ahead of the series opener. “He was se-
lected. I mean, he’s now coming back from injury. And for
reasons since, he has declined the selection. That is a de-
cision that is way over my head. I leave that with the direc-
tors to come up with whatever solutions where contracted

players get to decline selection,” said the coach.
‘I am representing West Indies, not Daren

Sammy’Joseph explained that managing his workload af-
ter a long injury layoff was the real reason behind his deci-
sion. He had missed tours to India and New Zealand due to
a second stress fracture, returned for the Sri Lanka Tests,
and featured in all five ODIs against New Zealand earlier
this month.“Obviously, I’ve been out for an entire year. I
haven’t played at international intensity for so long after hav-
ing a second stress fracture. We spoke about me playing
the two Test matches here, playing five back-to-back ODIs
and how my body was feeling and I knew to myself, my
body was not ready to go into another Test series. So the
statement in itself is controversial, without context.”When
asked if the episode had soured his relationship with Sammy,
Joseph made it clear that it would not interfere with his com-
mitment to the team. “I’m a professional,
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Gulzar fasted during Ramzan for an ailing
Meena Kumari: ‘Not because I had a crush’

When a young Gulzar met a graceful Meena Kumari
for the first time on the set of the 1965 film Benazir, he was
awestruck by her grace, her beauty, her command over
Urdu and the aura that she carried. Over the next few years,
as Meena went through some turbulent times in her per-
sonal life, the friendship between Gulzar and Meena deep-
ened, so much so that towards her last days, when she
could not fast during Ramzan, Gulzar vowed to fast in her
place, and when she died, she left her most prized posses-
sions to him.

Gulzar was in complete awe of Meena KumariGulzar
saw Meena Kumari in person when they were making the
1953 film Do Bigha Zamin. “She did not become the char-
acter, the character would become Meena Kumari. Her per-
sonality was always present,” he shared with Nasreen
Munni Kabir for the 2012 book, In the Company of a Poet.In
the years after this, Meena Kumari became known as the
‘Tragedy Queen’ of Hindi cinema after delivering some re-
markable performances in films like Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam,
Aarti and Main Chup Rahungi, but the gossip around her
personal life started becoming almost as popular as her
movies. Her marriage with Kamal Amrohi saw phases of
camaraderie, but then there were also long periods of ad-
versity and separation. Through this time, rumours of her
affairs with other men in the film industry started becoming
popular. Meena maintained grace, and largely stayed mum.
It was in this phase that her name was also linked to Gulzar
as they worked together in his debut directorial Mere Apne,
and much like her, he too maintained the grace and respect
of their friendship.Gulzar got his first chance to direct with
Mere Apne in the year 1971. The film was the remake of
the Bengali film Apanjan. When Gulzar narrated his script
to the producer NC Sippy, he was asked who he wanted to
cast in the role of the old woman Anandi Devi. He first said
Chhaya Devi, as she had played the same part in the origi-
nal film, but Sippy wasn’t keen on that. Gulzar then sug-
gested Meena Kumari’s name. “Not because I had a crush

on her,” he told Nasreen Munni Kabir with a laugh.Meena
was just in her mid-30s at the time, but was severely ill
while shooting for Mere Apne. She was suffering from cir-
rhosis of the liver that started because of her alcoholism.
But despite her health issues, her commitment to her craft
did not decrease. She would ask Gulzar to sit by her side
and read the scenes, while she closed her eyes and lis-
tened with complete focus. “It felt as though she was
internalising the tone of the scene,” he said.

But, he was fully aware that she was “grievously ill” at
the time. During the filming, they had planned to shoot a
song with her, which was a lullaby, but since her health
kept deteriorating, the shoot was delayed many times over.
“Meena Kumari fell critically ill and we could not picturise it
on her. We kept waiting and hoping she would get better,”
he said.

Meena was starting to get more ill with every passing
day and towards the end, it was almost impossible for her
to fast during Ramzan as she was required to take her
medicines. She was insistent upon fasting when Gulzar told
her that he would fast in her place, and made her take her
medicine. For years after Meena’s death as well, Gulzar
continued with his fasts as he had promised Meena.“It be-
gan because Meenaji was very unwell and had to have her
medicine, so she was unable to fast. I told her, ‘You must
have your medicine and I will fast in your place. We will
share the “sawaab” [blessings].’ That is how I began fast-
ing during Ramzan,” he said.

Meena Kumari left her diaries, poems with GulzarA
year after Mere Apne released, she passed away, and left
her most prized possession in Gulzar’s care – her poetry
and her personal diaries.

Meena wrote under the name ‘Naaz’ and was quite
fond of expressing herself through her poems. During her
lifetime, a few of her poems were published. Gulzar be-
lieved that Meena liked to write free verse, but her hus-
band, Kamal Amrohi, believed that poems must have metre
and rhyme. Gulzar believed that even her poems, towards
the end, weren’t completely her own, and had “moved away
from her personal expression.”Many believe that her per-
sonal diary had all the scandalous details about her per-
sonal life but Gulzar, who has saved it like a precious
memory, shared that they did not have anything sensational.
“Some day I intend to publish a small book of her notes so
we can see the beauty and depth of her thoughts. Her notes
are poetic but are not written in the form of a poem. I have
her diary as well. People imagine there’s something scan-
dalous in it, but there is nothing of the sort,” he said.Meena
Kumari passed away on March 31, 1972, and Gulzar was
one of her many admirers who stood, swallowed in grief, at
her funeral.

Vijay Varma recalls casting couch experience:
‘Model coordinator was getting touchy-feely’

Vijay Varma has built one of the most versatile ca-
reers in recent years. From Gully Boy and Darlings to
Dahaad, each project has showcased a different facet of
his craft, with the actor consistently delivering performances
that are both distinct and memorable. Whether in a leading
role or a brief appearance, Vijay has always found a way to
leave a lasting impression, cementing his place among the
finest actors of his generation. Recently, the actor opened
up about the struggles he faced before finding success,
recalling how his early attempts at modelling left him deeply
discouraged after an uncomfortable encounter with a model
coordinator.

‘Speaking to Prakhar Gupta on his YouTube channel,
Vijay said, “I tried modelling in Hyderabad, just small-time,
amateur-level work. But I came across this weird model
coordinator. He started to misbehave with me a little bit,
like just trying to get a little touchy-feely. I said, ‘Bro, what is
this? What are you doing?’ So I got discouraged immedi-
ately. You get discouraged very quickly when you’re still
inexperienced. Then I thought, I think I should address it
head-on. If acting is what I want to do, then I have to do
it.”The road to acting, however, proved no easier.  “So I
went to a theatre school in Hyderabad called Sutradhar
School of Acting. I told them, ‘I want to learn acting.’ But
they turned me away. They said, ‘It requires commitment,
it requires dedication. This isn’t something you’ll do for two
days and then leave.’ I thought, they’re not even giving me
a chance.”He added, “Then I applied to FTII. I found out
they had a two-year acting course. I applied, made it to the
final round, and got rejected. And for the first time, I realised
that your dreams aren’t entirely in your hands. It’s not like
you want something and you automatically get it. You don’t.”

Reflecting on the lesson those setbacks taught him,

Vijay added, “When you’re growing up, you’re entitled in a
way. Your parents are there, your family is there, every-
thing is taken care of. You get what you want. Eventually,
you get what you want. But then you realize that in the out-
side world, it’s not easy to get what you want, whether it’s
getting a seat in a college or getting to do what you feel like
doing.”Vijay eventually returned to FTII, where he was fi-
nally accepted into its acting programme. At the institute,
he studied alongside future actors Rajkummar Rao and
Jaideep Ahlawat.

Salman Khan surprises Sohail with special
appearance on Alliance: ‘Kya bhai!’

As Alliance enters its finale week, Salman Khan has
surprised the contestants—and especially his brother Sohail
Khan—with a special appearance on the show. Sohail, who
is known to keep a relatively private life, made headlines

when he joined Alliance. The arrival of his ex-wife, Seema
Sajdeh, later added to the excitement. Now, with Sohail suc-
cessfully making it to the finale week, Salman has stepped
in to support his brother. What makes Salman’s appear-
ance particularly special is that, for the first time in televi-
sion history, the actor has entered a reality show as a fam-
ily member rather than as a host or celebrity guest.

Having hosted Bigg Boss for several years, Salman
has largely been seen as the face of television reality shows.
However, watching him enter Alliance simply as an elder
brother won many hearts online.

The makers of Alliance shared a short glimpse of
Salman’s entry into the house. Dressed in a denim-on-denim
outfit and sporting a hat, Salman made a stylish entry that
left the contestants visibly shocked. The two brothers then
shared a warm hug after Salman greeted Sohail with, “Kya
bhai!”The video soon went viral on social media, drawing
several reactions. One user wrote on X, “Nobody is ever
‘too busy.’ It’s all about priorities. If Salman Khan can make
time to support Sohail Khan, what’s everyone else’s
excuse?”Reports about Salman’s appearance had been
doing the rounds for the past few days. And after Salman
was spotted on the set of the show, fans were excited to
see him inside the Alliance set. Alliance gained a lot of at-
tention following Sohail’s participation, during which he
openly spoke about his divorce, marriage and family life.
The Prime Video show is hosted by actor Kunal Kemmu.

Having hosted Bigg Boss for several years,
Salman has largely been seen as the face of
television reality shows. However, watching him
enter Alliance simply as an elder brother won
many hearts online.

Shashwat Sachdev broke down while composing
Dhurandhar’s ‘Phir Se’: ‘Went to the temple’

Aditya Dhar’s Dhurandhar franchise emerged as the
biggest success in the history of Hindi cinema, but the film’s
soundtrack arguably left an even deeper imprint. Composed
by Shashwat Sachdev, the music struck a chord with audi-
ences nationwide, with its unconventional melodies and bold
sonic choices quickly turning the composer into a house-
hold name. Recently, Shashwat appeared on Shekhar
Suman’s talk show Shekhar Tonite, where he spoke about
his creative journey with Dhurandhar and revealed why he
was initially reluctant to compose the music for Dhar’s di-
rectorial debut, Uri: The Surgical Strike.Reflecting on his
hesitation, he said, “Aditya is extremely close to me, so
there’s no wall between us. I told him that we should get a
really good musician to do Uri. I said, ‘It’s our film, why should
we jeopardise it? Because your destiny and mine are con-
nected’. So I told him that. That was one of the reasons I
didn’t want to do Uri. At least to some extent. If you ever
speak to him about it, he would probably agree.”

Recorded ‘Phir Se’ days before releaseDuring the same
conversation, Shashwat also looked back at the making of
‘Phir Se’, the emotional track that plays during the climax of
Dhurandhar: The Revenge. He revealed that the song came
together just days before the film’s release and recalled being

in an emotionally difficult place when he first sat down to
compose it. He said, “The day came when we were sup-
posed to compose the piece. Around 6 or 8 pm, I woke up
and went downstairs to our music room. Everyone was
there. I sat down and tried working on something for 15-30
minutes, but nothing was really happening. I was in a ter-
rible state that day.”

Shashwat further recalled, “Lokesh (Dhar) bhaiya, who
was one of the producers, came into the room. I was deeply
disturbed about something that day and I broke down cry-
ing. Everyone got worried, wondering, “What’s happened
to him?” They all came inside and comforted me, saying,
“Don’t stress. It’ll happen. We’ll figure out the music.”” He
went on to describe how a visit to a temple unexpectedly
changed the course of the song’s creation.He said, “Around
the same time, we all went to a temple together for prayers.
After that, we returned to the music room. On the way back,
Aditya said, ‘You were humming something upstairs be-
fore we left for the temple, it sounded really good.’ I said,
‘Yeah.’ He replied, ‘No, seriously, I have a feeling about it.’
At the time, I thought he was just trying to cheer me up.
Then he said, ‘Don’t let that melody go. We’re done. That’s
it’.”Recalling how quickly the composition came together
after that, he said, “Then the 13th or 14th came around, and
the film was close to release. The first show was on the
17th. On the 14th, Aditya came into the room where we
usually worked and said, ‘Let’s, make that song, yaar. You
still have that voice note, right?’ He came into the room, we
listened to the voice note, and I sang something to him, I
just kept humming it over and over again. Then he said, ‘It’s
done now’.”

Shashwat added that lyricist Irshad Kamil later penned
the lyrics, completing the song. When they finally played it
for Aditya Dhar, the filmmaker instantly knew they had cre-
ated something special. Recalling Dhar’s reaction, Shashwat
said, “He said, ‘This is your best song. I’m telling you, this
is your best song’.”Directed by Aditya Dhar, Dhurandhar is
a two-part film starring Ranveer Singh alongside Akshaye
Khanna, Sanjay Dutt, R Madhavan, Arjun Rampal, Rakesh
Bedi and Sara Arjun. The film chronicles the journey of an
Indian spy operating in Pakistan and went on to become
one of the biggest commercial and cultural successes in
Indian cinema, earning over Rs 3000 crore worldwide.

 Pamela Serena says Ram Kapoor ‘almost
tried to attack me’; actor apologises

Ram Kapoor has frequently found himself at the cen-
tre of heated arguments inside Lock Upp: Sach Ya Sazaa.
In the latest episode, the actor was once again drawn into
the spotlight after stepping into a clash between fellow con-
testants Pamela Serena and Varun Yadav. What started
as an argument between the two soon escalated into a tense
face-off between Ram and Pamela, with Pamela accusing
him of behaving aggressively and saying his actions made
her feel unsafe.The confrontation unfolded after Varun won
a task with the assistance of his visitor, Aarush Bhola. Fol-
lowing the challenge, Pamela accused Varun of being “mi-
sogynistic” and alleged that he had deliberately targeted the
women contestants during the task. Ram, however, de-
fended Varun and dismissed the accusation. Rejecting her
claims, he argued that women had largely dominated the
game and said, “Targeting women, my a**.” He then walked
towards Pamela and continued speaking from close range
while she repeatedly stepped back.“Don’t make this about
gender. All the men were hosed down by all the girls,” he
said.

Pamela immediately objected to Ram’s conduct,
claiming that his behaviour had intimidated her. “He was
coming up to my face. He could attack me. Oh my God.
He nearly attacked me. He almost tried to attack me. He
would have hit me,” she said.While Akanksha Chamola ini-
tially felt Pamela was overreacting, saying, “Right now you
are also over reacting,” she later changed her stance after
the argument subsided.Addressing Ram, Akanksha said,
“It is not right when you do to a woman’s face so close and
talk to her. How can you be so patronising to Pamela? You
cannot make any woman in this house feel unsafe like that.

I felt unsafe.”Later in the episode, Ram apologised for his
behaviour. Explaining why he felt the apology was neces-
sary, he said, “I have nothing more to say except how sorry
I am. There’s a reason for that. One reason is my son. He’s
watching the show. If he saw his father talking aggressively
to a woman like that, I want him to see that his father wants
to do the right thing.”He further added, “But there’s a sec-
ond reason. I want to be in touch with you in Dubai beyond
the show as one of my Dubai friends, one of my gang. I
don’t want that to change. I think that mistakes amongst
friends only make friendships stronger.”

Shashwat Sachdev recalls wife’s sacrifices for his
success, says they lived in a small 1-BHK

National Award-winning music composer Shashwat
Sachdev, best known for his work in films such as
Dhurandhar, Uri: The Surgical Strike, Veere Di Wedding
and Article 370, recently appeared on Shekhar Suman’s
talk show Shekhar Tonite. During the conversation, the
Jaipur-born composer, who began learning Hindustani clas-
sical music at the age of three under Ustad Ramzan Khan
before later training in Western classical piano, opened up
about the sacrifices made by his parents, sister and wife,
saying his success is the result of their collective efforts
rather than his alone.

Parents sacrificed everything for my musicShashwat
first credited his parents for laying the foundation of his mu-
sical journey. “You praised me a lot, but I think that praise
actually belongs to my parents. They sacrificed so much
throughout my life. Whatever they earned was either spent
on my music education or on raising me and my sister.”

He also revealed that his sister gave up her own mu-
sical aspirations so he could continue training. “My sister
used to learn music with me. But because boys and girls
sing on different scales, when I was around 11 to 13 years
old, she stopped learning so that I could continue. My guru
had only that much time, and she loved music deeply. The
credit should go to her sacrifice.”The composer then said
his wife also deserves equal credit for his achievements.
“When I moved to Mumbai in 2017, my wife sacrificed a lot.
It would be unfair if I took all the credit and said, ‘Look what
I’ve done.’ She has put in the same amount of hard work.”He
added that he does not see his accomplishments as his
alone. “I think there is a divine energy that chooses you to
be a vessel. It would be egotistical of me to say that I did it
all because even becoming that vessel wasn’t my choice.”

Shashwat Sachdev on his wifeSpeaking about his re-
lationship with his wife, Magic, Shashwat revealed that they
have known each other since childhood.“Magic and my
parents have been friends since childhood. We almost grew
up together. I fell in love with her before she fell in love with
me, and I got married very early in life. When we moved to

Mumbai, we were living in a very small one-bedroom apart-
ment. She has worked just as hard as I have. She has a
very sharp ear, and I take her critique on my music very
seriously. That’s one of the things I admire most about her.”A
disciplined childhood shaped the composer he
becameRecalling the beginning of his musical training,
Shashwat said, “My guru, Ustad Ramzan Khan, started
teaching me when I was just three years old. I was his only
student because he developed a special affection for me.
My parents wanted me to learn music so that I would stay
disciplined.”Shashwat also shared that his parents continue
to play an active role in his life even today. “My parents
keep a close watch on me and what I’m doing. They make
sure I’m in good hands and that I remain grounded.”His dis-
ciplined upbringing, he said, shaped both his personality and
career.In an earlier conversation with The Times of India,
Shashwat said he spent most of his childhood indoors, im-
mersed in music rather than outdoor activities. He shared
that his mother was “protective and disciplined” about how
he spent his time, so instead of picnics and games, he was
usually at home listening to, practising and understanding
Indian and Western classical music. “


