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KCR will return to power in 2028, BRS
alone has vision for Telangana, says KTR

Hyderabad: Expressing confidence that the BRS will return to power in Telangana in 2028, BRS working
president KT Rama Rao said the party has a comprehensive vision for the State’s development over the next
25 years.He was speaking at Telangana Formation Day celebrations organised jointly by the Malaysia Telugu
Association (MAITA) and the BRS NRI Malaysia Chapter in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday.“K. Chandrashekhar
Rao will once again become Chief Minister. BRS is the only political party with a long-term vision for Telangana’s

future,” Rama Rao said.

Manakondur MLA escapes un-
hurt in lift collapse incident

Karimnagar: Close on the heels of the SC, ST Welfare Minister Adluri Laxman Kumar’s lift accident, another
incident of lift malfunction took place in Karimnagar town on Saturday. This time around, Manakondur MLA
Kavvampalli Satyanarayana faced difficulty.The MLA had attended the birthday celebrations of a senior Congress
leader Arepalli Mohan held in Chemist Bhavan. While returning from celebrations, Satyanarayana, along with six

others boarded the lift on the second floor.

Telangana CS gives directions
to officials amid heavy rain alert

Hyderabad, June 6

In light of rainfall warn-
ings in Telangana, State
Chief Secretary Ramakri
shna Rao held a review
meeting via video confer-
ence with District Collectors
at the Secretariat today
(Saturday). During the
meeting, he provided guid-
ance to officials on several
key issues, including the
rainfall situation across the
state, paddy procurement,
and arrangements for the
Chief Minister's visits to the
districts.

The Chief Secretary
specifically discussed the
impact of the rains and di-
rected the administrative
machinery in all districts to
remain alert. He advised
officials to take proactive
measures to prevent any
inconvenience to the pub-
lic given the forecast of
heavy rains, instructing
them to pay special atten-
tion to low-lying areas and
regions prone to flooding.

were issued to the Collec-
tors to ensure that farmers
face no difficulties at pro-
curement centers. He ad-
vised them to provide the
necessary facilities to en-
able farmers to sell their
grain easily. He also di-
rected officials to expedite
pending paddy procure-
ment and ensure timely

advised the district admin-
istration to work in coordi-
nation to ensure the public
faces no inconvenience.
He ordered continuous
monitoring of the rainfall
situation and directed all
departments to be pre-
pared to respond immedi-
ately to any emergencies.

the district administration
must remain extra vigilant
in view of the rainfall warn-
ings, paddy procurement
operations, and the Chief
Minister's scheduled visits.
Officials were directed to
take all necessary mea-
sures with the aim of pro-
viding better services to
farmers and the public.

payments to the farmers.
The Chief Secretary

Clear instructions

He emphasised that

Hyderabad youth shot

dead in New York

Hyderabad: A 26-year-old youth from the city was
allegedly shot dead while working as a pizza delivery
driver in New York in the United States of America.

As per information available, the young victim, a
native of Gundlapochampally in Medchal district, had
been living in the US and working part-time as a pizza
delivery driver.

According to preliminary reports, he was making a
late-night delivery when unidentified assailants opened
fire on him on Friday. He reportedly sustained fatal gun-
shot injuries and died at the scene before emergency
responders could reach him

Local police have launched an investigation and
are working to identify the suspects and determine the
motive behind the shooting. Further details are awaited

Uttam Kumar pitches Telangana
as global rice hub, backs weavers

Hyderabad, June 6

Telangana Minister for Irrigation and Civil Supplies
N Uttam Kumar Reddy on Saturday, June 6, called for
making the state a global leader in rice technology and
exports while also reaffirming the government’s commit-
ment to the handloom sector, speaking at two separate
events in Hyderabad.

Addressing the International Rice and Grains Tech
Expo-2026 at HITEX, Uttam Kumar said Telangana, al-
ready India’s leading paddy-producing and procuring
state, must now aim to lead in rice technology and value
addition. He said the government was examining a new
incentive policy for export-oriented rice mills, with spe-
cial benefits for both new mills set up for exports and
existing ones converting their operations.

He urged millers to invest in mechanisation and
automation to address labour shortages, and called for
large-scale adoption of steel silos, artificial intelligence
(Al)-based grain monitoring and digital inventory man-
agement. Sustainable parboiling technology, water re-
cycling and nutrition-focused processing were among the

priorities he outlined.

Uttam Kumar said Telangana produces nearly 300
lakh metric tonnes of paddy annually and accounts for
nearly 60 per cent of India’s Rabi paddy procurement.
The state government has transferred nearly Rs 39,000
crore to farmers in the current Kharif and Rabi seasons
and over Rs 96,000 crore since the Congress govern-
ment took office, he said.

Earlier, at the “Thread... Pochampally” exhibition at
HITEX, the minister assured full government support to
the handloom sector. “No weaver should have to leave
this profession due to economic difficulties,” he said, prais-
ing the creativity of weavers whose skills have given
Pochampally international recognition.

He said the government was improving market ac-
cess through direct marketing, exhibitions and e-com-
merce to ensure benefits reach artisans directly, and
stressed the need for collaborations with designers and
educational institutions to create products that appeal to
younger consumers and global markets.

PM chairs meet to boost ease
of living, biz amid Iran crisis

New Delhi, June 6

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired a meet-
ing of his Economic Advisory Council, with further re-
forms to ensure ease of living and working on the table.

“The PM and the EAC discussed various ideas and
measures to further boost India’s economic growth in
times of global turmoil,” sources said. They said various
reforms to improve ease of living and ease of doing busi-
ness were also discussed.

The members also gave their assessment of the
impact of the West Asia conflict on the country and the
world. The meeting came just a day after Indian growth
projections defied predictions with 7.7 per cent GDP
growth in FY26. The January to March quarter growth
expanded to 7.8 per cent on strong domestic demand
and government spending plus revival signs in rural
economy where tractor sales were up 23 per cent com-
pared to the last fiscal. The growth estimates surpassed
expectations despite global headwinds.

PM Modi, commenting on the growth data released
by the National Statistical Office, said India’s growth mo-
mentum remained strong.

“The GDP growth rate of 7.7 per cent in FY 2025-26
and 7.8 per cent in Q4 of FY 2025-26 reflects the inherent

strength of our economy, the success of reforms and the
hard work of 140 crore Indians. We shall leave no stone
unturned to further ‘ease of living,” ‘ease of doing busi-
ness’ and increase opportunities for our youth,” he said
on a day when Cockroach Janta Party members pro-
tested at Jantar Mantar demanding the resignation of
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over NEET-UG
paper leak and the CBSE on-screen marking mess.

d

preps for fish prasadam

Hyderabad, June 6

Telangana ministers and senior officials on Satur-
day, June 6, inspected arrangements at the Nampally
Exhibition Grounds ahead of the annual fish prasadam
distribution on June 8, with the government expecting
large crowds from across the country for the event held
on the occasion of Mrugasira Karthi.

State Transport and BC Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, who is the minister-in-charge for the event,
reviewed distribution counters, queue lines and barri-
cading at the venue alongside Fisheries Minister Vakiti
Srihari, Rajya Sabha MP Anil Kumar Yadav and Fisher-
ies Corporation Chairman Mettu Saikumar.

The distribution, which begins at 9 am on June 8
and will continue through June 9, involves the Bathini
family’s 176-year-old tradition of administering a herbal
preparation placed inside a live Murrel fish to patients
free of charge. It is believed to provide relief from asthma
and breathlessness.

What's been put in place

Prabhakar ordered fans and coolers to be installed
along queue lines given the summer heat and directed

officials to ensure uninterrupted power supply, drinking
water and standby generators. Ambulances and medical
camps are being set up, with CPR teams deployed to
monitor queues continuously.

Police have been directed to maintain round-the-
clock surveillance through closed circuit television (CCTV)
cameras and a dedicated control room at the venue, with
specific instructions to prevent stampedes and manage
traffic in the Nampally area. SHE Teams will be deployed
and public announcements made to guard against
pickpocketing.

Voluntary organisations will provide breakfast,
meals and accommodation to out-of-state visitors, as they
do every year, officials said.

Fisheries Minister Srihari said all departments were
working in coordination to ensure the event proceeds
smoothly, and both ministers said they would remain on-
site until the distribution concluded.

District Collector Dr Priyanka Ala and Additional
Commissioner of Police Tafseer Igbal also conducted a
separate inspection of the venue, reviewing drinking
water supply, electricity, stage setup and VIP queue ar-
rangements.

Telangana DGP Highlights Women’s Empowerment
and New Opportunities in Transport Sector

Hyderabad, June 6

Telangana DGP CV Anand stated that achieving
women's empowerment is a key objective of the 'Praja
Palana - Pragathi Pranalika' (People's Governance -
Progress Plan) program. He mentioned that the 'Sthree
Rides' initiative was launched under the aegis of the
Women's Safety Wing to further this goal.

He noted that 55 women have been trained in driv-
ing and provided with employment opportunities. While
the gig economy was previously dominated by men,
women are now entering this sector as well. DGP CV
Anand spoke to the media in Hyderabad today (Satur-
day).

DGP Anand explained that, historically, there had
never been a female Station House Officer (SHO) at a
law and order police station in the Hyderabad City Po-
lice. He mentioned that after assuming charge as the
Hyderabad Commissioner of Police (CP), he appointed
female inspectors as SHOs. He revealed that 55 women
are currently providing passenger transport services.

He added that, in the future, opportunities would be
created for female drivers in logistics, cargo, and delivery
services across Telangana. DGP CV Anand emphasized
that for the country's GDP to grow, women must step out
confidently and participate in the workforce.
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SC upholds
anti-betting laws

THE Supreme Court’s scathing observation that ev-
Ery mobile phone has become a “virtual gambling house”

a stark warning about the menace of online betting and
aming addiction in India. Upholding state laws banning
bnline gambling and betting in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,
he apex court has highlighted a disturbing truth: what was
bnce considered harmless entertainment has evolved into
E widespread social and public health crisis. The rapid

xpansion of online gaming platforms, aided by
smartphones, digital payments and aggressive advertis-
ng, has normalised betting among millions, especially the
outh and economically vulnerable groups. The fast-grow-
hg Indian gaming market was valued at $3.7 billion in 2024
knd is projected to reach $9.1 billion by 2029.

The Court rightly noted that many players came from
Jural and lower-income backgrounds, where dreams of
hstant wealth often outweigh awareness of financial risks.
[he promise of quick money traps users in cycles of ad-

iction, debt and psychological distress. Online gaming
Eddiction is also linked to rising incidents of depression

nd suicide. Gaming disorder is recognised by the World
Health Organisation as a medical condition under the In-
ernational Classification of Diseases. Unlike traditional
pambling dens, digital betting platforms operate silently
vithin homes, accessible 24x7 through mobile phones.
[his unrestricted access has blurred the line between rec-
feation and exploitation.

Recent police crackdowns in the National Capital
Region have revealed that online betting networks are in-
ertwined with cyber fraud, fake transactions and organised

rime. Such activities undermine public trust in the digital

gconomy.
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Gali Movie 50th Day Celebration Success Meet will
be held at Screen Focus, Chennai with Sri Tamil
Thangirajan as the chief guest and the movie's actors and
actresses including hero Ram Prasad Gurajada, Anjali,
Srikanth Perumandla, Chinni, Roja Rani as Ammavari, B.V.
Subba Reddy as Kali Purushudu and other actors and ac-
tresses participated.“In this, Technicians Camera - Prakash
Karne, Editing - Venu Chowdhury, Music - Anil Kumar, Sing-
ing - Soumya, “Producer - Chanda Lakshmi Narayana,“Kada
Screenplay Dialogues Direction - T Ramu, all of them par-
ticipated in the program and made it a success.

Telangana State Govemment
Aleru MLA Beerla Ayllaiah visied
Yadagiriqutia SriLakshmiNarasimha
Swamy on his b|rthday

“(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau..Indian
Chronicle... June 6):- Telangana State Government Whip
Aleru MLA Beerla Ayilaiah visited Yadagirigutta Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha on his birthday and performed special pujas.
On this occasion, the temple priests welcomed him as per
the temple tradition, performed darshan and special pujas.
Later, they performed special blessings and offered the laddu
prasad of the Swamy.

Municipal Corporation officials accused of
inaction over issues in Khammam 3 Town area;
Corporator Pasumarthi expresses concern

“Khammam, June 06:(Indian chronicle):““In
Khammam town’s 3 Town area, particularly on the main
road of Potti Sriramulu Road, a person allegedly claiming to
be a major ruling party leader has been influencing local
affairs for several years. He is reportedly calling business
owners and small traders to him by using his political influ-
ence, assuring them that he would resolve their

issues.“According to allegations, he held multiple discus-
sions with them and, about ten months ago, entered into an
agreement with a private contractor for both sides of the
road. Following this, municipal drainage systems were al-
legedly damaged and left in disarray.“As a result, business
establishments along the road are facing severe difficulties
due to sewage overflow, foul smell, and unhygienic condi-
tions, affecting their livelihood and daily operations. Local
traders are reportedly suffering due to traffic issues and poor
sanitation conditions.“Residents and traders question who
is responsible for this situation, especially as the monsoon
season has now begun, worsening the stench and hard-
ships faced by the public.“Criticism has been raised that
municipal officials, including the Municipal Commissioner,
are merely watching the situation without taking action. Itis
also alleged that certain ruling party leaders are creating
administrative pressure that is causing inconvenience to
the district minister.“Due to these developments, the local
public has been facing hardships for nearly 10 months, in-
cluding business losses and traffic disruptions.“Former Cor-
porator of Division 36, Pasumarthi Rama Mohan Rao, has
appealed to the district minister to intervene and resolve
the issue immediately.

Uppal BRS Party In-Charge Mushyam Srinivas
Meets MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy

¥

JUNE 6 (INDIAN CHRONICAL):
Mushyam Srinivas, recently appointed as the BRS Party
In-Charge for Uppal Division, paid a courtesy visit to Uppal
MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy at his residence in Sainikpuri

J

mmUPPAL ,

on Saturday.“The appointment was made under the lead-
ership of MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy with the objective
of strengthening the party, improving coordination among
party workers, and accelerating the resolution of public is-
sues in the constituency.“Speaking on the occasion, the
MLA advised Mushyam Srinivas to work with dedication
for the growth of the party, remain accessible to party work-
ers at all times, and make sincere efforts to further
strengthen the party in the division.

Expressing his gratitude to the party leadership for
placing their trust in him, Mushyam Srinivas said he would
work tirelessly for the development of the party while serv-
ing the people in accordance with the party's ideology and
the guidance of its leadership.“Several party leaders and
workers attended the meeting and extended their congratu-
lations to Mushyam Srinivas on his appointment.

Colony President Vijayender Reddy Submits
Memorandum to MLA Lakshma Reddy Seeking
Sanction of CC Roads in Venkata Sai Nagar Colony

“UPPAL , JUNE 6 (INDIAN CHRONICAL): Seeking
the sanction of long-pending CC roads in Venkata Sai Nagar
Colony, Bhagayat area of Ramanthapur in Venkat Reddy
Nagar Division, Colony President A. Vijayender Reddy,
along with honorary members and team members, met
Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy and submitted a
memorandum on Friday.“During the meeting, Vijayender
Reddy brought several civic issues of the colony to the
MLA's attention. He explained that the absence of CC roads
would cause severe inconvenience to residents during the
upcoming monsoon season, as the existing mud roads
would become muddy and difficult to use. He pointed out
that children, senior citizens, and women, in particular, face
hardships in their daily commute due to the poor road
conditions.“He further stated that stagnant rainwater could
create unhygienic conditions and lead to public health con-
cerns. He urged the MLA to expedite administrative approv-
als and sanction the necessary funds so that the road works
could commence without delay.“Responding positively,
MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy assured the delegation that
he would take the necessary steps for the development of
Venkata Sai Nagar Colony. He said he would personally
bring the matter to the notice of the Commissioner of the
Malkajgiri Municipal Corporation and make special efforts

to speed up the process of sanctioning CC roads and se-
curing the required funds.“Among those present were hon-
orary members Ramesh Goud, Ravi Kumar, Sanjeeva,
Ailesh Yadav, Ramesh Yadav, Shankar, Ramesh Shetty,
Gopal, Sarva Sattaiah Yadav, and team members R.
Govind, G. Ashok, C.H. Srinivas Goud, Kolla Naveen
Kumar, Bhupathi Narasimha, Vidyasagar, B. Chalapathi
Rao, Ramakrishna, Shiva, Bala Komuraiah, Naresh,
Swamy, Chandram Chari, Ganesh, Hussain, and others.

Residents Submit Memorandum to MP Eatala
Rajender Over Drainage Issues in Uppal Colonies

“UPPAL , JUNE 6 (INDIAN CHRONICAL): Residents
of Mallikarjun Nagar Colony, S.N. Colony, Shesha Sai Nagar
Colony, and Friends Colony in Uppal Division have been
facing severe hardships due to persistent drainage prob-
lems in their localities.“On Saturday, under the leadership
of Uppal Division BJP President Marneni Phanindra, repre-
sentatives of the welfare associations from the affected
colonies met Malkajgiri Member of Parliament Eatala
Rajender and submitted a memorandum highlighting the
issue.“The delegation explained the difficulties being faced
by residents due to the inadequate drainage system. Re-
sponding positively, the MP assured them that he would

take up the matter with the concerned officials and work
towards finding a permanent solution to the problem.“The
residents also brought to his attention the issue of notices
being issued to homeowners in the name of nala (drain)
expansion, which has caused anxiety among local resi-
dents. Addressing their concerns, Rajender stated that the
government should not act arbitrarily against middle-class
families who have built their homes with bank loans. He
assured the residents that every effort would be made to
safeguard their rights and ensure that no injustice is done
to them.“The MP further reassured the colony residents that
steps would be taken to prevent any damage to their homes
and that their concerns would be addressed
responsibly.“Among those present were Uppal Division BJP
General Secretary Teega Vittal Rao Mudiraj, OBC Morcha
President Amarender, Yuva Morcha President Aadepu
Ramesh, SC Morcha President Jayaram, Girijan Morcha
President Raju Naik, Social Media Convener Abhiram, along
with colony association presidents and secretaries includ-
ing Satti Reddy, Ranga Reddy, Nagesh, Obul Reddy,
Sammaiah, Narayana Reddy, Venkatesh, Somi Reddy,
Srinivas Reddy, Sadanand, Bhoopathi, Anjaiah, Thimma
Reddy, Sathyam, and a large number of colony residents.

BJP Leaders Attend Birthday Celebrations of
Medchal BJP Leader Enugu Sudarshan Reddy

Former Nagaram Chairman and Party Functionaries
Extend Greetings““-KEESARA, JUNE 6 ( INDIAN
CHRONICLE): Birthday celebrations of BJP leader and
Medchal Assembly contestant Enugu Sudarshan Reddy
were held at his residence on Friday, with several party
leaders and supporters attending the event and extending
their greetings. Among those present were former Nagaram
Chairman Chandra Reddy, former Councillor Srinivas Goud,
Nakka Kishore Goud, Ravinder Reddy, Mamidi Janga
Reddy, Naresh, Krishna Chari, Surender Reddy, and other
senior BJP leaders. The leaders conveyed their best wishes
to Enugu Sudarshan Reddy and wished him good health,

Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma
Reday Visits PS Colony,
Reviews Civic Issues
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“UPPAL , JUNE 6 (INDIAN CJRONICAL): Uppal MLA
Bandari Lakshma Reddy visited PS Colony in the
Ramanthapur Division on Saturday along with local lead-
ers, officials, and residents to review civic infrastructure and
address local concerns.“As the elected representative of
the Uppal constituency, the MLA conducted an on-site in-
spection of various issues affecting the colony, including
drainage problems, construction of CC roads, park devel-
opment works, installation of CCTV cameras, and the need
for electricity poles.“During the visit, he instructed officials
to prioritize the development of basic infrastructure in the
colony. He emphasized the need to improve the drainage
system to prevent inconvenience to residents during the
monsoon season and directed officials to expedite the con-
struction of internal CC roads.“The MLA also stressed the
importance of developing the local park with modern ameni-
ties to provide a better recreational environment for resi-
dents. To enhance public safety, he recommended the in-
stallation of CCTV cameras at key locations across the
colony. He further advised officials to prepare a compre-
hensive plan for the installation of additional electricity poles
and street-light infrastructure.“Bandari Lakshma Reddy
assured residents that resolving public grievances remains
his top priority and stated that all necessary measures would
be taken for the overall development of PS Colony.BRS
State leader Gandham Nageswara Rao, local leaders, gov-
ernment officials, and colony residents participated in the
inspection programme.

Governor, Uppal MLA
BANDARI LAKSHMA REDDY
Invited to Atiend Srirangagir
Brahmotsavams

“UPPAL , JUNE 6 (INDIAN CHRONICAL): The orga-
nizers of the 11th Annual Srirangagiri Brahmotsavams have
announced that Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev Varma
and Uppal MLA Bandari Lakshma Reddy are expected to
attend the celebrations.The Brahmotsavams will be held
from June 16 to June 21. As part of the festivities, the Gov-
ernor is scheduled to visit the Sriranganatha Swamy Temple
on June 18 between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM. Organizers
stated that confirmation of the Governor’s visit has been
received from the Governor’s Office.“During the visit, the
Governor will offer prayers to Lord Sriranganatha and
present the prestigious “Vaidyaratna” Awards to ten distin-
guished medical professionals in recognition of their out-
standing contributions to the healthcare sector. The orga-
nizers noted that the Sri Ramanuja Seva Trust has been
continuing the tradition of honoring experts who have made
remarkable contributions to medicine and social service.On
this occasion, the organizers personally presented invita-
tion letters to the Governor and the Uppal MLA, inviting them
to participate in the Brahmotsavams. They appealed to
devotees and members of the public to take part in large
numbers and contribute to the success of the event.Among
those present were Dr. Dhanunjaya, Dr. Kaushal
Govardhan, and others.”

(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau..Indian
Chronicle... June 6):- On the occasion of the birthday of the
government-removed Aleru MLA Beerla Ailaiah, the people
of Aleru constituency and the residents of Yadadri and
Bhuvanagiri districts welcomed him with a large number of
gajamas at his residence and wished him a happy birth-
day. This is a picture of Pittala Balaraj, the state leader of
the Congress Party Seva Dal from Bhuvanagiri town, and
Challagurugula Raghu Babu.

happiness
o0 ©
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CPI Calls for Collectorate Siege on June 10

I!—Nl

“UPPAL, JUNE 6(INDIAN CHRONICAL): Alleging that
the continuous rise in prices of essential commodities, cook-
ing gas, petrol, diesel, electricity charges, education, and
healthcare expenses is pushing people into severe finan-
cial distress, the Communist Party of India (CPI) has an-
nounced a protest march and siege of the Medchal-
Malkajgiri District Collectorate on June 10.A wall poster
campaign for the proposed agitation was launched during
the CPI Medchal District Executive Committee meeting held
at Neelam Rajasekhar Reddy Bhavan in ECIL. The meet-
ing was presided over by CPI District Executive Member
Thotapalli Shankar.“Addressing the gathering, CPI State
Secretariat Member V.S. Bose criticized both the Central
and State governments for allegedly prioritizing corporate
interests over public welfare. He stated that while unem-
ployment continues to rise, the prices of essential goods
are soaring, making it increasingly difficult for ordinary fami-
lies to manage their monthly expenses.“Bose pointed out
that the rising costs of rice, pulses, vegetables, edible oil,
LPG cylinders, and milk have placed a heavy burden on

Against Rising Prices; Wall Poster Released

poor and middle-class households. Questioning the
government's economic policies, he asked why petrol and
diesel prices have not decreased despite falling crude oil
prices in the international market, and why LPG cylinder
prices have become unaffordable for common people. He
also questioned why farmers are not receiving remunera-
tive prices for their produce while consumers continue to
pay high prices.“He further stated that CPI believes both
the Central and State governments have failed to control
inflation and ensure affordable access to essential services
such as education, healthcare, and transportation. Accord-
ing to him, while people's living standards are deteriorating,
governments are focusing on publicity campaigns and cor-
porate-friendly policies.“Speaking on the occasion, CPI
Medchal District Secretary Uma Mahesh demanded im-
mediate measures to control inflation, regulate prices of
essential commodities, reduce petrol, diesel, and LPG
prices, and provide relief to poor and middle-class
families.He announced that a massive protest dharna will
be organized under the banner of the Communist Party of
India (CPI) in front of the Medchal-Malkajgiri District
Collectorate on June 10 at 11:00 AM. He called upon the
public, workers, farmers, youth, women, and employees to
participate in large numbers and make the protest a
success.Among those present at the meeting were CPI
District Executive Members G. Damodar Reddy, D.G. Sailu
Goud, S. Shankar Rao, Kalluri Dharmendra, K. Swamy,
Racha Kishan, Satya Prasad, Yadaiah, Nimmala
Narasimha, and others.

CPM Demands Faster Paddy Procurement,
Welfare Measures for Hamali Workers

“Call for Identity Cards, Health Insurance and Acci-
dent Coverage for Loading Workers“KEESARA, JUNE 6
(INDIAN CHRONICLE): The CPM Keesara Mandal Com-
mittee has urged the government to expedite paddy pro-
curement and address the issues faced by farmers and
hamali (loading) workers. CPM Keesara Mandal Secretary
Bangaru Narsinga Rao demanded that hamali workers be
provided with government-recognized identity cards, health
insurance, and accident insurance benefits. During a visit
to the IKP Paddy Procurement Centre at Keesara Rythu
Vedika, CPM leaders interacted with farmers and hamali
workers to understand the challenges they are facing. The
delegation also met Primary Agricultural Cooperative Soci-

ety official Narahari and sought details regarding the pro-
curement process. Responding to the concerns, Narahari
stated that the government was fully prepared to procure
paddy and that there were no major issues from the
government’s side. He said that around 40,000 gunny bags
had already been distributed to farmers, of which only 25,000
had been returned to the procurement centre, while nearly
17,000 bags were still with farmers. He acknowledged that
delays by rice millers were causing some inconvenience
and assured efforts to resolve the issue. Speaking on the
occasion, Bangaru Narsinga Rao said that increased culti-
vation and favourable weather conditions had led to higher
paddy yields this season. However, inadequate planning
by the government had resulted in shortages of gunny bags
and transport vehicles, causing delays in procurement and
hardships for farmers.

He alleged that many farmers are being forced to wait
up to 20 days after bringing their produce to procurement
centres. He also highlighted the difficult working conditions
of hamali workers, who continue to work in extreme sum-
mer temperatures exceeding 45 degrees Celsius without
adequate welfare support. The CPM leader further de-
manded strict action against rice millers who allegedly im-
pose excessive deductions on paddy consignments on the
grounds of quality issues despite the grain being supplied
under prescribed standards. He urged authorities to pro-
tect farmers' interests and ensure smooth procurement
operations across the region.

Resolving public issues under the ruling Congress
party is my duty: Bhuvanagiri Municipal

Chairperson Tangallapalli Srivani Ravi Kumar

L

(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau — Indian
Chronicle — June 6): Bhuvanagiri Municipal Chairperson
Tangallapalli Srivani Ravi Kumar stated that undertaking
public development programs under the aegis of the ruling
Congress party is her duty. As part of the ward-level meet-
ings being conducted across various wards in Bhuvanagiri
town—specifically wards 14, 15,17, 18, 19, 21, 25, 28, 30,
and 32—Chairperson Srivani Ravi Kumar attended the
meetings in wards 15, 28, 30, and 32 as the chief guest.
These events were held under the supervision of Municipal
Commissioner K. Chandra Prakash Reddy and in the pres-
ence of local ward members Nazia Rahman Jahangir,
Sudagani Saritha Raju, and M.D. The concluding event of
the 'Praja Palana Pragathi Pranalika' (Public Governance
and Development Plan) program was held under the chair-
manship of Laig Ahmed and Barre Sanghvi Karunakar.
Speaking on the occasion, Chairperson Tangallapalli Srivani
Ravikumar emphasized the need to discuss various issues
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in ward meetings to create public awareness. These issues
include Solid Waste Management Rules (2026), the con-
struction of soak pits under the 'Jal Sanchay — Jal
Bhagiratha' scheme, drain cleaning and desilting, monsoon
preparedness action plans, drinking water supply manage-
ment, prevention of water stagnation, sanitation, road and
street light maintenance, plantation drives, environmental
protection, and grievance redressal. She urged the public
to gain awareness of these matters and actively participate
in undertaking such works within their wards. She also re-
quested residents to bring local issues to the authorities'
attention forimmediate resolution.

Furthermore, she announced that ward meetings
would continue for another two days according to the sched-
ule, covering 10 wards on one day and 5 wards on the final
day. Council members, municipal officials, ward officers,
members of women's groups, local residents, and staff
participated in the event.

Beerla, who is receiving public praise... should
be more at the foretront of public service.

. CM Revanth Reddy congratulates Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy on the occasion of Beerla
llayya's birthday.. Waves of praise“(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri
District Bureau..Indian Chronicle... June 6):-“CM Revanth
Reddy blesses Minister Komatireddy on the occasion of
the government's birthday.“On the occasion of his birth-
day, Telangana State Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, and
Telangana State Roads & Buildings and Cinematography
Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy met in Hyderabad on
Saturday and received their blessings, said Telangana State
Government Whip and Aleru MLA Beerla llayya.” Similarly,
in Hyderabad, they met Chief Minister Revanth Reddy and
Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy and took their bless-
ings. On this occasion, they discussed various issues re-
lated to the development of the state, the progress of Aleru
constituency, and public welfare programs. Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy and Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
wished Beerla Aylaiah a happy birthday and wished him to

continue serving the people. They also assured that the
government would provide full support for the development
of Aleru constituency. On this occasion, they appreciated
the services of Beerla Aylaiah, who is among the people
and working to solve public problems. The people of Aleru
constituency wished Beerla Aylaiah a happy birthday.

Andhra Pradesh Hosts First-Ever

Amaravati, June 6: The Creators Zone Digital Summit
2026, organised by Bharat Digital Media Federation (Bharat
DMF) in collaboration with Ratan Tata Innovation Hub
(RTIH) and Andhra Pradesh Innovation Society (APIS), was
successfully held at RTIH, Chinakakani, bringing together
creators, innovators, entrepreneurs, policymakers and in-
dustry leaders from across the state.”

Positioned as Andhra Pradesh’s first major creator-
focused summit, the event witnessed participation from over
200 creators, influencers, startup founders, students and
ecosystem stakeholders. The summit featured expert-led
sessions on content creation, artificial intelligence, creator
monetisation, intellectual property rights, brand collabora-
tions and entrepreneurship, alongside networking opportu-
nities and discussions on the future of the creator
economy.“A key highlight of the event was the Creators
Zone Excellence Awards 2026, which recognised outstand-
ing digital creators for their contributions to content, innova-
tion and community impact.“Speaking on the occasion,
Viswa CM, Founder and Chairman of Bharat Digital Media
Federation, said, “The creator economy is opening new
avenues for innovation, entrepreneurship and employment.
Through this summit, we sought to equip creators with
knowledge, industry connections and opportunities while lay-
ing the foundation for a stronger creator ecosystem in
Andhra Pradesh.”

Vipin Unni, Co-Founder and Vice President, Bharat
DMF, said, “Creators are the new entrepreneurs of the digi-
tal age. Through Bharat DMF and Creators Zone, we are
building a platform where creativity meets opportunity, help-
ing creators move from content creation to career creation.
Our mission is to empower creators, strengthen communi-
ties and contribute to India’s growing digital economy.”™"The
future belongs to creators, innovators, and entrepreneurs
who can transform ideas into impact. At RTIH, our vision is
to build platforms that nurture talent, encourage innovation,
and create meaningful opportunities for the next genera-
tion. Creator Zone is a step towards empowering young
creators with knowledge, technology, networks, and access

Creator Economy Summit in Amaravati

i ".,

8

to build sustainable careers in the digital economy."

— Smt. P. Dhatri Reddy, IAS, CEO — APIS and Ratan
Tata Innovation Hub (RTIH)"Sustainability is no longer a
choice; it is a responsibility we all share. As India moves
towards cleaner and smarter energy solutions, creators
have an important role in educating and influencing com-
munities towards a greener future. We are delighted to sup-
port initiatives like Creator Zone that bring together innova-
tion, technology, and digital storytelling to inspire positive
change and build awareness around sustainable living."*

— Jakkula Srinivas, CEO, Truzon Solar by Suntek

"Consumers today discover products through stories,
experiences, and recommendations from people they trust.
The creator ecosystem has become an integral part of
modern marketing, and we see tremendous value in em-
powering creators who can authentically influence consumer
choices while building their own digital enterprises."

— Shyam Prasad, Managing Director, Tenali Double
Horse.*

Organised under the theme “From Rural Roots to Digi-
tal Reach,” the summit highlighted the role of digital plat-
forms in enabling creators from smaller towns and rural
communities to access wider opportunities, audiences and
markets.”

Guest of honor in today’s event were:
1) Dr Ashish Kulkarni (IICT DIRECTOR)
2) Smt. P. Dhatri Reddy IAS (CEO, RTIH)

3) Smt. Krishna Prasanna, badan I.P.S.(Vijayawada
Cyber Crime DCP

4) ShriK. Pratap Shiva Kishore IPS( SP, Eluru Dist.)

5) Manasa Sharma, Director, Rakasa Movie “

The organisers stated that the summit marks the be-
ginning of a larger effort to strengthen the creator economy
in Andhra Pradesh by fostering collaboration between cre-

ators, startups, brands, institutions and government stake-
holders.

SILENCE IS THE SHIELD DURING HUSBAND -

WIFE DISPUTES”
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BOWENPALLY/JUNE 06/ (INDIAN
CHRONICLE)“?DGP C.V. Anand speaking at the ‘Kalasi
Unte Kaladu Sukham’ (Happiness Lies in Togetherness)
program, flanked by CP Sumathi and Charu Sinha. Cou-
plings who reunited through counseling also participated in
the event. ?Telangana State Director General of Police
(DGP) C.V. Anand stated that when disputes arise between
a husband and wife, remaining silent instead of abusing each
other or giving in to anger is the ultimate shield for a happy
married life.“?As part of the 'Mee Suraksha' (Your Safety)
initiative organized by the Malkajgiri Police
Commissionerate, the ‘Kalasi Unte Kaladu Sukham’ pro-
gram was held on Saturday at the Imperial Gardens within
the Bowenpally Police Station limits.“?Chief Guest C.V.
Anand (DGP, Telangana State) ?Honorary Guests: Charu
Sinha (DGP, Women's Safety Wing / CID) Sumathi
(Malkajgiri Police Commissioner) ?Sridevi (Head of
Telangana State Judicial Academy)“? DGP C.V. Anand's
Speech: Due to changing lifestyles and current societal
trends, misunderstandings and differences of opinion are
rising among couples.“Police Intervention & Counseling:
Apart from resolving conflicts at women's police stations,
the department is setting up counseling sessions to help
couples restart their marital life together.“?Women's Safety
First: Initiatives like dedicated counseling centers, Bharosa

- DGP C.V.ANAND

centers, and SHE Teams (a unique initiative in India) have
been established to prioritize women's safety and law and
order. Under the Safe City project, funded 60% by the Cen-
tral Government and 40% by the State Government, 7134
crores have been allocated. These funds are also being
utilized for constructing mobile and women's toilets. Over
the last 10 years, 30 counseling centers across four
commissionerates conducted 50,000 counseling sessions,
successfully reuniting 6,700 couples.“??"Today's genera-
tion of couples often let ego drive their arguments, pushing
them to the brink of separation over trivial issues. When
misunderstandings crop up, silence is the best
solution.“?For a harmonious married life, couples must un-
derstand each other. If they act with patience and restrain
their anger during arguments instead of hurling abuses, the
distance between them will naturally reduce. Just staying
quiet during a heated moment can peacefully resolve the
issue right there. ?The DGP C.V. Anand appreciated the
Malkajgiri Police Commissioner, the Women'’s Safety Wing,
and the counseling center organizers for driving this initia-
tive under the slogan ‘Kalasi Unte Kaladu Sukham’. The
organizers were specially felicitated during the event.“?The
program was attended by various regional DCPs, ACPs,
Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, and around 150 families.

Will provide his best to solve the problems in the
wards:- 30th Ward Councilor MD Laik Ahmed

e

(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau..Indian
Chronicle... June 6):- Ward meetings organized to solve
the problems in the ward Municipal Commissioner K.
Chandra Prakash Reddy and 30th Ward Pahdinagar Coun-
cilor Md. Laik Ahmed held a closing ceremony today as
part of the 99-day plan of the Public Administration Progress
Plan in 30th Ward Pahdinagar on Saturday. Speaking at
the event, the Municipal Commissioner said that these
meetings were organized to solve the problems in the ward
with a 99-day plan. Through this meeting, the problems of
the people were known and the ward councilors moved for-
ward to solve them. As per the orders of the state govern-
ment, as part of the advance planning, keeping in mind the
upcoming monsoon season, construction of indus pits, tree
plantation, desilting of sewage canals, construction of sew-
age canals, fresh water facility, leakage of pipelines, etc.,
these issues will be discussed with the people in the ward
assembly with the intention of taking proactive measures.
Therefore, they said that their problems can be expressed
through these forums. Speaking on this occasion, Ward
Councilor Md. Laik Ahmed said that as per the promise
given during the inauguration of the ward assembly, areas
with a lot of garbage and poisonous plants in the wards have

been cleaned. Similarly, for the purpose of fresh water, a
barehaole was di 19 in the rural police station gully asperthe
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orders of MLA Kumbh Anil Kumar Reddy. He said that water
was coming from it only 30 feet. He said that in the future,
construction of indus pits, planting of plants and more fresh
water boreholes will be established and he said that he will
provide public administration in the ward as per the wishes
of the people. He said that the state government will soon
give new pensions and that the second installment of
Indiramma Indlu will also be given. He said that it is my
duty to take public welfare schemes to the people. Ward
Officer Goli Narender, Supervisor C. Manjula R.P.
Brahmanamba, Retired Headmaster Bhuvanagiri
Satyanarayana, leaders Md. Jabbar Md. Ahmed Babbu, Md.
Siraj, Md. Kamil, M.A. Majid Imran Mahbub Waheeda
Begum and others participated in this program.
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ATHLETES SHOULD EXCELAT THE
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL MLA SRI GANESH

“BOWENPALLY/JUNE 06/ (INDIAN CHRONICLE)"
“?Cantonment MLA Sri Ganesh attended as the chief
guest at the closing ceremony of the Summer Coaching
Camp organized under the auspices of the DYSO at the
Gymkhana Grounds.“?Speaking on the occasion, the MLA
expressed his desire to see national and international
athletes emerge from the Cantonment area. He appreci-
ated the hard work of the children who participated in the
summer training camp. He also distributed medals to the
students who showed outstanding talent in various
sports.“?The event was attended by DYSO Gokul, Arjuna
Award recipient Anup Yama, Cantonment Board Vice Presi-
dent Narmada, senior Congress leaders Muppidi Gopal,
Vinod, and others.”

Poor Oral Health May Contnbute to Skm
Problems Health Expert Dr.Sonia Datta

“Hyderabad, June 06 (Indian chronicle): Renowned
health expert Dr.Sonia Datta has highlighted the close con-
nection between oral health and skin conditions, stating that
poor oral hygiene can contribute to various skin-related is-
sues. According to Dr.Datta, inadequate oral care can lead
to the growth of harmful bacteria in the mouth, triggering
inflammation in the body. This inflammation may manifest
in the form of skin problems such as acne, dullness, and
other dermatological concerns. She emphasized that indi-
viduals experiencing skin issues should not rely solely on
topical treatments but should also pay attention to main-
taining good oral health. Regular brushing, proper dental
care, and maintaining healthy gums can help improve overall
body balance and support healthier skin, she noted. Dr.Datta
further stated that scientific studies have indicated that the
use of Dabur Red Toothpaste, which contains Ayurvedic
herbal ingredients, can help enhance oral hygiene and den-
tal care.

Food Distribution Marking World Hunger
Day Malabar Group's 'Hunger Free World'
Initiative Brings Hope to the Needy

“Hyderabad, June 06 (Indian Chronicle) : On the
occasion of World Hunger Day, Malabar Group high-
lighted the positive impact of its flagship ‘Hunger Free
World' initiative, which provides daily meals to homeless
individuals and economically disadvantaged communi-
ties. Implemented in collaboration with the Thanal orga-
nization, the program has gone beyond food distribution
by facilitating access to medical assistance, shelter, re-
habilitation services, and family reunification opportuni-
ties for beneficiaries, according to a report released by
the group. Speaking on the occasion, M.P.Ahammed,
Chairman of Malabar Group, said that a consistently pro-
vided meal can help restore trust and serve as a gateway
to rehabilitation, healthcare services, and a life of dignity.
He noted that the initiative currently operates across 20
states in India and nine other countries, benefiting more
than 143,000 people. The Malabar Group also reaffirmed
its commitment to social responsibility initiatives focused

on hunger eradication, healthcare, education, and
women's empowerment, aiming to create a lasting posi-
tive impact on communities worldwide.

Women Should Approach Police
Without Fear: SP Nithika Pant

“Indian Chronicle, Kagaznagar, Asifabad, June 6: Dis-
trict Superintendent of Police (SP) Nithika Pant urged women
and girls to approach the police without fear and seek as-
sistance whenever they face any problems.“The SP par-
ticipated in a Gram Sabha held at Padibanda village on Sat-
urday as part of the Praja Palana Pragathi Pranalika

programme. Addressing the gathering, she advised women
and girls to remain vigilant against harassment, domestic
violence, cybercrimes, child marriages, human trafficking,
and eve-teasing.“She emphasized that victims should not
hesitate to contact the police department under any circum-
stances and assured that the Telangana Police accords
the highest priority to the safety and security of women.“The
SP also encouraged the public to make use of various
emergency support services, including She Teams,
Bharosa Centres, On-Site FIR Services, Dial 100, Dial 112,
Hawk Eye, Women'’s Helpline 181, and Child Helpline 1098
whenever required.“Appealing for public cooperation in main-
taining law and order in villages, she urged residents to im-
mediately report any suspicious persons or activities to the
police.“During the Gram Sabha, villagers brought several
local issues to the notice of the SP. She assured them that
appropriate steps would be taken in coordination with the
concerned departments to address and resolve the
grievances.“Among those present were DSP Ashok, ClI
Balaji Varaprasad, SB CI Satish, DLPO Umar, Bharosa
Centre In-charge Sl Divya, and other officials.

What's the Real Story Behind
the ADMC Appomtment"

“Narsampet/Warangal, June 6 (Indian Chronicle): BRS
Town Women’s Wing President Vasam Karuna has ques-
tioned how an individual allegedly lacking the required quali-
fications could be appointed as an Assistant District Mis-
sion Coordinator (ADMC) in the Narsampet Municipal lim-
its, reportedly without a government notification and in vio-
lation of established recruitment norms.“Addressing a press
conference on Saturday, Karuna stated that 51 Self-Level
Federations (SLFs) are functioning under the Town Level
Federation (TLF) to promote the economic empowerment
of women through self-help groups. She explained that
Resource Persons (RPs) work to guide and strengthen
these groups, while DMCs and ADMCs are responsible for
monitoring and supervising their activities.“She noted that
the previous ADMC was transferred and, subsequently,
Vani Sri was transferred from Jangaon to Narsampet Mu-
nicipality to fill the vacancy. However, she alleged that the
Municipal Commissioner and the local governing body pre-
vented her from assuming charge. According to Karuna,
Vani Sri is presently stationed at the district headquarters
while continuing to receive her salary.“Karuna further al-
leged that efforts are being made by the Municipal Com-
missioner and the Chairperson to appoint Neerujana, who
until recently served as the TLF President, as the new
ADMC, reportedly following the directions of local MLA
Donthi Madhava Reddy. She questioned whether a gov-
ernment post was being treated as a nominated position
and sought clarification on the rationale behind such a

move.“She pointed out that any new appointment must be
made through a formal notification issued by MEPMA
through the District Collector. As per the prescribed norms,
the ADMC position requires a postgraduate degree in Soci-
ology or an MSW qualification, along with a PGDCA certifi-
cation and a minimum of five years of experience in work-
ing with community groups.“Questioning the proposed ap-
pointment, Karuna alleged that the prescribed qualifications
and procedures were being overlooked. She asked how a
person who resigned from the TLF without informing its of-
fice-bearers could be considered for the post. She further
stated that a social audit of the TLF’s financial transactions
over the past two years and a general body meeting should
have been conducted before relinquishing
responsibilities.“Demanding transparency and adherence
to government regulations, Karuna urged the authorities to
fill the post strictly through the prescribed notification pro-
cess and appoint only eligible candidates.

In view of the upcoming monsoon, the paddy
procurement process should be completed more quickly

State Government Chief Secretary Ramakrishna
Rao““(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau..Indian
Chronicle... June 6):- In view of the upcoming monsoon,
State Government Chief Secretary Ramakrishna Rao has
directed the collectors to complete the paddy procurement
process in the district more quickly. On Saturday, State
Government Chief Secretary Ramakrishna Rao held a re-
view meeting with all district collectors through video con-
ference on the paddy procurement process and the inau-
guration ceremony of RTC buses to be held on June 9 for
the members of the Mandal Mahila Samakhya. The weighed
paddy from all the procurement centers in the district should
be immediately transported to the mills and godowns in lor-
ries. He advised that the procurement process should be
completed in two to three days. RTC buses will be distrib-
uted to Mandal Women's Associations at the Parade
Ground in Hyderabad on June 9. It was suggested that all
the buses in the districts should pick up the members of
the women's associations from the respective Mandals and
reach the Parade Ground in Hyderabad by 4 pm. They
should make plans to provide meals, drinking water and

other basic facilities to the women along the way. Additional
Collector of Local Bodies Bhaskar Rao, Additional Collec-
tor of Revenue Venka Reddy, Civil Supply Officer Roja Rani,
District Medical Officer Manohar, concerned officials and
others participated in this video conference.

Pochampally handloom art has
special recognition all over the world

Minister of Irrigation and Civil Supplies Uttam Kumar Reddy

(Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Bureau..Indian

Chronicle... June 6):- Pochampally handloom art has spe-
cial recognition all over the world, said Minister of Irrigation
and Civil Supplies Uttam Kumar Reddy. The minister vis-
ited the Thread Pochampally Handloom Exhibition organized
at Hitex on Saturday and visited the handloom stalls set up
at the exhibition. Speaking on the occasion, the minister
said that the event is being organized at Hitex in Hyderabad
till June 7 with the aim of bringing the glory of Pochampally
handloom art closer to the world. He said that this program
is being organized with the aim of introducing the unparal-
leled skills of handloom workers to the world and providing
them with better market opportunities. “ Telangana Legisla-

tive Council Chairman Gutta Sukhender Reddy attended
the "Pochampally Thread" exhibition program at Madhapur
Hitex as the chief guest. He visited all the stalls in the hall

and interacted with the traders. “ Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said, "Pochampally textiles are famous all over the
world. During his time as an MP, he used to present
Pochampally shawils to fellow MPs and Union Ministers in
Delhi and explain the greatness of Bhoodan Pochampally
textiles. “He explained on this occasion that he has worked
a lot for the welfare of handloom workers. “He said that we
should preserve our culture and tradition by wearing
handloom textiles. He suggested visiting the textile exhibi-
tion program held at Hitex and buying quality textiles. Dis-
trict Rural Development Officer Nagi Reddy, Special Deputy
Collector Jagannadham, District Handloom Officer Srinivas,
and other concerned officials participated in this program.

District Administration Gears Up
for Smooth Conduct of NEET 2026

“Indian Chronicle, Kagaznagar, Asifabad, June 6: Dis-
trict Collector Haritha has directed officials to make fool-
proof arrangements for the NEET examination scheduled
to be held in the district on June 21.“The Collector reviewed
the preparations for the examination during a meeting held
at the District Collectorate's Video Conference Hall on Sat-
urday. The meeting was attended by District SP Nithika
Pant, Additional Collectors Yuvaraj Marmat and M. David,
along with other district officials.“Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector said that the NEET examination must be con-
ducted smoothly and in strict adherence to the guidelines
of the National Testing Agency (NTA). She informed that
examination centres have been established at Janakapur
and Social Welfare Gurukul Schools in the district head-
quarters and instructed officials to ensure that all neces-
sary arrangements are put in place.“Reviewing the ongo-
ing Yasangi paddy procurement process, the Collector
noted that procurement activities are in the final stage and
directed officials to immediately transport the weighed paddy
to the allotted rice mills. She stressed the need to complete
the procurement process without causing any inconvenience
to farmers.“The Collector also reviewed arrangements for
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the programme scheduled to be held at Parade Grounds,
Hyderabad, on June 9, where the Chief Minister will distrib-
ute buses to Self-Help Groups (SHGs). She instructed offi-
cials to make arrangements for transporting SHG women
from the district, with one bus allocated for each mandal,
totaling 15 buses.“Officials were directed to ensure com-
prehensive arrangements for the safe travel and participa-
tion of the beneficiaries attending the programme in
Hyderabad.

Booth-Level Agents Are the Key
Force Behind Congress Victories:
Inagala Venkata Ram Reddy

“Nidigonda/Jangaon, June 6 (Indian Chronicle):
Booth-Level Agents (BLAs) will play a decisive role in
securing Congress Party victories in the upcoming elec-
tions and strengthening the party at the grassroots level,
said Hanamkonda District Congress Committee Presi-
dent and KUDA Chairman Inagala Venkata Ram
Reddy.““A special training programme for Booth-Level
Agents from the Station Ghanpur Assembly constituency
was held on Saturday at Sathya Sai Convention Hall in
Nidigonda village of Raghunathpalli Mandal. The
programme was presided over by MLA Kadiyam Srihari
and attended by MP Kadiyam Kavya, MLC Ketavat
Shankar Naik, constituency observer Duddilla Srinivas,
Jangaon District Congress President Lakavath
Dhanvanti, State Oilfed Corporation Chairman Janga
Raghava Reddy, and trainer Dr. Rajashekhar Reddy,
among others.““Speaking on the occasion, Inagala

Venkata Ram Reddy said that Congress workers must
ensure that the welfare and development initiatives be-
ing implemented by the state government reach every
household in line with the vision of the Chief Minister. He
urged BLAs to remain vigilant during voter registration
and electoral roll revision processes and work diligently
to strengthen public confidence in the party.“Later, Dr.
Rajashekhar Reddy provided comprehensive training on
booth-level management, election procedures, and the
effective maintenance of voter lists.“’Several senior lead-
ers, mandal presidents, representatives of affiliated
organisations, party workers, and a large number of
Booth-Level Agents from across the constituency partici-
pated in the programme.
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Gurgaon-Bijnor sex determination
racket busted, 3 held in decoy raid

GNS News Agency, June 6

Continuing its crackdown on Haryana-Uttar Pradesh
cross-border illegal prenatal sex determination, a joint team
of the Gurgaon and Bijnor health departments busted a
racket operating out of Noorpur in Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday.Three people, including a Delhi-based woman
tout and an unqualified man conducting the ultrasound scans,
were detained following a decoy operation.

The operation was initiated after the Gurgaon civil sur-
geon received intelligence that pregnant women from the
district were being transported to Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh for
illegal sex determination tests.According to the First Infor-
mation Report (FIR), a tout named Renu facilitated these
tests for sums ranging from Rs 25,000 to Rs 40,000, and
also arranged for the termination of female foetuses.Acting
on a tip-off, the Gurgaon District Appropriate Authority (PC-
PNDT) authorised nodal officer Dr Devender Singh Solanki
and Medical Officer Dr Harish Kumar to lead the probe. A
decoy pregnant woman from Faridabad was enlisted to
contact Renu.“The decoy contacted Renu, who fixed the
deal at Rs 25,000 for the sex determination test,” the FIR
stated.Renu demanded an initial online payment of Rs 5,000
and instructed the decoy to bring the remaining Rs 20,000
in cash. After the initial amount was transferred to a speci-
fied UPI ID, a meeting was scheduled for 6 am on June 4 at
the Punjabi Bagh Metro Station in New Delhi.Upon meet-
ing, Renu collected the marked currency notes and drove

the decoy via the Delhi-Meerut Expressway to a State Bank
of India branch in Noorpur, where she deposited Rs 19,000.
The Gurgaon team, closely tailing the vehicle, alerted the
local administration.A Bijnor team led by PC-PNDT Nodal
Officer Dr Rajendra Prasad Vishwakarma and Nayab
Tehsildar Ajab Singh Rana joined the operation.

According to the complaint, Renu subsequently made
a phone call, after which a man identified as Manoj Kumar
arrived in a white car carrying a black backpack. He led
Renu and the decoy into a nearby house belonging to one
Nardev, where he conducted the scan using a portable ul-
trasound machine.Following a pre-arranged signal from the
decoy, the joint team raided the premises.“Investigations
revealed that Manoj Kumar, who performed the scan, pos-
sessed no medical qualifications and had only studied up
to Class 12,” the complaint noted. The house used for the
illegal procedure was also unregistered under the PC-PNDT
Act.The raiding team recovered a portable ultrasound ma-
chine, a probe, and gel, all of which were sealed on the
spot. They also recovered marked currency notes from
Renu. All three accused, Renu, Manoj, and Nardev, were
handed over to the Noorpur police.An FIR was registered
Thursday evening at the Noorpur police station under sec-
tions 61(2) for criminal conspiracy, 318(4) for cheating and
dishonestly inducing delivery of property, and 319 for cheat-
ing by personation of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
alongside multiple sections of the Pre-Conception and Pre-
Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, and section 34(2) of the
National Medical Commission Act, 2019 that penalizes un-
authorized or unregistered individuals practicing
medicine.The operation marks another significant break-
through for the Gurgaon health department’s PC-PNDT
team, spearheaded by Dr Solanki.Last month, the same
team busted a massive inter-state sex-determination racket
operating across Faridabad and Gurgaon. In Faridabad, a
tout masquerading as a doctor had allegedly conducted over
1,000 fake tests. The accused charged Rs 36,000, duping
pregnant women by pretending to conduct an ultrasound
using a foetal doppler instead. The tout routinely claimed
the presence of a female foetus to potentially extort further
fees for illicit medical terminations.

Maharashtra puts proposed Devasthan land law
on hold after objections, hearings till Aug 13

GNS News Agency, June 6

Revenue Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule Sat-
urday said the Maharashtra government has put on hold its
proposed law on Devasthan Inam lands after receiving a
large number of objections and suggestions.“The draft law
is being withdrawn for now. A large number of objections
and suggestions have been received, and hearings on them
will be conducted till August 15,” Bawankule said.According
to the government, the draft law was aimed at protecting
Devasthan lands, removing encroachments, and providing
legal protection to temple properties.“A large portion of
Devasthan lands cannot be used because of encroach-
ments. The government’s resolve is to make these lands
encroachment-free,” Bawankule said.The minister said the
government believed Devasthan lands required legal pro-
tection to prevent them from gradually passing out of the
control of temple institutions.

He also said several misconceptions had been cre-
ated about the proposed legislation, and the government
would use the consultation process to remove confusion
surrounding the draft law.The draft law had drawn opposi-
tion from several temple organisations, including the
Maharashtra Mandir Mahasangh. The groups argued that
some provisions of the draft could affect ownership and con-
trol of Devasthan lands by granting rights to existing occu-
pants, cultivators, priests, managers, and others associ-
ated with such lands.The organisations claimed that the
proposed changes could affect around 5.5 lakh hectares of
Devasthan land across Maharashtra and demanded that
the draft legislation be withdrawn and reworked. They ar-
gued that Devasthan lands constitute one of the largest
categories of religious land holdings in the state and sought
stronger legal protection for temple properties.

Gurgaon deploys 1IT-backed Al sewer sensors in
posh colonies to stop monsoon waterlogging

GNS News Agency, June 6

In an effort to prevent waterlogging and sewer over-
flows during the upcoming monsoon, the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Gurugram (MCG) has initiated the installation of
advanced monitoring sensors across the city’s critical sewer
lines, officers said Friday.The civic body has collaborated
with AIResQ, a startup incubated at IIT Gandhinagar, for
the project. The sensor-based system is designed to con-
tinuously monitor the technical parameters of the sewer
network in real-time.According to officers, if water levels
exceed predefined limits or if an obstruction is detected,
the sensors will automatically trigger alerts to the MCG
control room.

“This early-warning mechanism is intended to allow
field response teams to address blockages and rising wa-
ter levels before they escalate into major overflows onto
streets. Special priority for the sensor installation is being
given to vulnerable locations across Gurugram that histori-
cally experience severe waterlogging during the monsoon,”
an MCG spokesperson said.MCG Commissioner Pradeep
Dahiya termed the project a significant step towards tech-
nology-driven proactive monitoring.“It will enable us to identify
potential sewer overflow situations in advance and allow
our teams to take timely action. Our goal is to provide citi-
zens with better, seamless, and hassle-free sewerage ser-
vices during the monsoon,” Dahiya said.Apart from provid-
ing immediate monsoon relief by keeping roads clear and
reducing public health risks associated with stagnant sewer
water, the civic body noted that the data collected will also
support long-term maintenance planning and better re-
source allocation.Dahiya said the corporation remains com-
mitted to adopting modern technologies to make urban ser-
vices more effective and citizen-centric.Additional Commis-
sioner Yash Jaluka told The Indian Express that an MoU
with [IT-Gandhinagar had been signed last November.“The
startup incubated there developed Al simulations of floods.
We have hired 50 data entry operators who will convey the
information flagged with junior engineers as to where a new
drain or civic repairs are needed.”As of now, 20 sewer sen-

sors and twenty flood depth sensors have been placed in
around 15 flood-prone areas of the city on a pilot basis, he
said.

According to the official project draft, the network com-
prises a total of 40 practical monitoring candidates: 20 street
flood-depth sensors and 20 manhole/sewer-watch
sensors.“The stimulation and real-time flagging are very
high-end, other such models tend to take 2-3 days to map
and identify faults, but this one takes five minutes. For the
data to be fed, we used GIS-mapped data of our water and
sewer connections, and for elevation, we are coordinating
with other departments.”The idea is to flag the potential
sewer overflow before it becomes an issue, he
stressed.“Besides, a dashboard will give area-specific so-
lutions like recommending rainwater harvesting structures
too. Also on the anvil is a model to inform citizens of traffic
routes to take based on predictive waterlogging,” he said.The
MCG’s monitoring plan prioritises several of Gurgaon’s
prominent upscale colonies and key traffic corridors. Mul-
tiple flood depth sensors are slated for the Golf Course
Extension Road and the Sushant Lok area.Sushant Lok and
Golf Course Extension: The civic body will install sensors
at Gulab Park Road in Sushant Lok, Sushant Lok Phase 3,
and Sushant Lok 2’s F and G Block. The Phase 3 location
is a high-priority zone, with model diagnostics projecting
flood depths of up to 2.98 meters along the Golf Course
Extension Road.Major Residential Hubs: Other posh colo-
nies identified for sensor placement include Ardee City at
Gate No. 3, Rosewood City at C Block, and South City A1
Block near the Malibu Town cluster. A sensor is also
planned for Sector 46 along Vikas Marg.Sikanderpur Tran-
sit Nodes: To monitor critical bottlenecks, sensors will track
waterlogging near the Harijan Basti and the Sikanderpur
entry from Bristol Chowk. Both points are vital to managing
flow around the Sikanderpur Metro Station.To ensure ac-
curate readings and avoid traffic disruption, these street
flood-depth sensors are designed to be installed on the near-
est safe kerb, pole, or wall face at accessible street low
points.

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation declares
4 Nigdi RCC structures illegal, demolition planned

GNS News Agency, June 6

Intensifying its action against illegal constructions,
the Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC)
Friday put up notices declaring four RCC (Reinforced
Cement Concrete) structures in the Gajanan Housing
Society area in Nigdi as unauthorised.“lt was observed
that these structures were being erected in violation of
the PCMC'’s building bylaws and development control
regulations, and are situated within the Red Zone. No-
tices have been served to the respective owners, and
demolition proceedings are proposed for these structures.
They will be demolished after completing the necessary
administrative procedures in accordance with the law,”
said Atul Patil, zonal officer of ‘F’ division.

The PCMC has urged citizens to rigorously verify
the competent authority’s approval, building permits, and
other necessary documentation before purchasing any
immovable property, flat, or house.“Citizens are advised
to exercise due diligence, as investing in unauthorised
construction carries a high risk of financial loss,” the
PCMC said in an appeal made to the citizens on
Saturday.The PCMC has made it clear that regular ac-
tion will continue to be taken against unauthorised con-
structions as per the rules.“The PCMC has adopted a
firm stance against unauthorised construction. It is unac-
ceptable for any building in the city to be erected without
development control regulation compliance and the ap-
proval of the competent authority.

Maharashtra farm loan waiver row: Rohit
Pawar to begin hunger strike on June 12

Pawar said his team had flagged a series of “disturb-
ing irregularities” in the operations of the charter
companyFile photo of Rohit Pawar.Alleging that the
Maharashtra government has duped farmers by announc-
ing a farm loan waiver scheme with stringent conditions,
Nationalist Congress Party (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar Satur-
day announced that he will go on an indefinite hunger strike
from June 12 demanding a blanket farm loan
waiver.“Farmers, who have been caught in a severe finan-
cial crisis for the last three to four years, were hopeful for a
loan waiver. However, due to the stringent conditions im-
posed by the government in the announced loan waiver
scheme, the majority of farmers will remain deprived of its
benefits. To demand that the government remove these
stringent conditions and grant a blanket loan waiver to all
farmers, an indefinite hunger strike will commence on June
12 in the holy city of Pandharpur, inspired by Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar, and all other
great leaders,” said Pawar in his social media post on X.He
said that this was a fight for the liberation of farmers from
debt. “l request everyone to support this cause in any way
possible and help raise the voice of the farmers. There is a
week left before the protest begins, and | hope the govern-
ment will make a decision in the best interest of the farmers
by then,” he added.

1) The condition stipulating that 2019 loan waiver ben-

eficiaries will receive only Rs 50,000 this time should be
abolished, and a flat loan waiver of up to Rs 2 lakh should
be granted to all farmers.

2) In the One-Time Settlement (OTS) scheme, too,
the Rs 50,000 limit for 2019 loan waiver beneficiaries should
be withdrawn, and a flat loan waiver of up to Rs 2 lakh should
be provided to all farmers.

3) For farmers with dues exceeding Rs 2 lakh, the
government should provide a blanket loan waiver of up to
Rs 2 lakh without requiring the beneficiaries first to pay the
amount exceeding that limit.

4) The condition requiring consecutive repayment of
loans for two years to be eligible for the incentive grant should
be abolished.

5) The 6.56 lakh farmers who were eligible for the 2017
loan waiver but were deprived of its benefits due to a lack of
documentation should be granted the loan waiver immedi-
ately.

6) Remove the ‘anti-farmer, oppressive trigger clauses’
in the crop insurance scheme and re-implement the 1-ru-
pee crop insurance scheme.

7) Loan accounts should be restructured before the
sowing season, and funds should be deposited into farm-
ers’ accounts, which will be useful to them for sowing op-
erations.

Chembur’s Sindh Pani Puri House is here
since 1951 and had star-studded clientele,
including late Rishi and Raj Kapoor

GNS News Agency, June 6Raj Kapoor, we have been
told, would park his Ambassador right in front of the shop,
step out, and eat. A crowd would gather. This was Chembur
Camp, sometime in the 1950s or 60s, and Sindh Pani Puri
House was already the kind of place that made a film star
stop his car.The shop has been here since 1951, started
by Laxman Das Wadhwa, a Sindhi who came to Chembur
after Partition. He’d tried other things first, including selling
‘barf ka gola’ (ice gola) on a handcart and a few other jobs,
before settling on pani puri. It worked. In 1951, he bought a
small 15 x 8 feet shop, the only pani puri shop in all of
Chembur at the time.

“My father was an expert at making puri, the kind you
can’t find elsewhere in Bombay,” said his son Ramesh
Wadhwa, 72, who has run the shop for over four decades.
The puriis crispy, made from maida and rava, filled with an
aloo-boondi mixture before being dipped in the chilled tangy-
spicy pani. They also have a mithi chutney if your spice
tolerance is not very high.But ask Ramesh what actually
sets Sindh Pani Puri House apart and he doesn’t hesitate.
“No one can make pani puri the way we do in Bombay. You
can get the puri, the aloo, the sev — all of that is available
outside. What you cannot get is this pani. That is what sets
itapart.”

Along with Raj Kapoor, Ramesh remembers Rishi
Kapoor, Rajiv Kapoor, Shashi Kapoor, and villain Goga
Kapoor all coming to the shop over the years. The pani puri
they ate cost one anna for six pieces. It's Rs 40 now.Ramesh
didn’t always plan to be here. He tried readymade garments,

cassette recording, and even transport, but none of it bore
fruit. Then his father said: “Aaja mere sath (Come with me)”.
Ramesh was around 30. He joined, and hasn't left since.The
menu has grown from selling a handful of items — pani
puri, dahi vada, bhajiya of aloo and baingan — to nearly two
dozen items. On a regular day they dish out over a hundred
plates of pani puri, with dahi vada and dahi puri finding par-
ticular takers through summer.Over the years, the shop
expanded. But about five years ago, the shop split in two.
Both retained the name — Sindh Pani Puri House. Both
kept similar pricing. Regulars who frequent either stall in-
sist the pani puris taste the same. Ramesh says that is
hardly surprising. “Our father taught both of us.”The shop
on his left belongs to his younger brother, Prakash Wadhwa,
70. The two ran the business together for decades before
eventually parting ways. Just last year, it saw actor Archana
Puran Singh and her family stop by for pani puri. Prakash’s
son, Hitesh Wadhwa, 37, joined the business around 13
years ago and now manages the shop. Speaking over the
phone, he said he has registered the brand name and cre-
ated social media accounts to promote the business.As for
Ramesh’s shop, he has two daughters.

“They don’t come to the shop,” he said, in a tone that
seemed to close the conversation when asked whether ei-
ther of them was interested in joining the business. When
asked about the future, he is matter-of-fact. “l will continue
till | am 75. Afterwards, we will see what to do.”Even if his
stall eventually shuts one day, the family legacy will con-
tinue next door through Hitesh’s shop.

Senior IPS officer’s wife dies in elephant
attack at family’s coffee estate in Kodagu

Kodagu elephant attackSandhya Achaya, 51, had gone
to inspect work at the estate near Titimati along with the
estate manager and driver when the elephant attacked
them.The wife of a senior IPS officer was killed in an el-
ephant attack at the family’s coffee estate in Karnataka’s
Kodagu district on Friday morning, bringing renewed focus
on the continuing human-elephant conflict in the
region.According to officials, the incident occurred between
10 am and 10.15 am near Konanakatte village when
Sandhya Achaya, 51, the wife of Sunil Achaya, had gone to
inspect work at the estate near Titimati along with the es-
tate manager and driver.

A wild elephant reportedly emerged unexpectedly and
charged at the group. While the manager and driver man-
aged to escape, Sandhya was caught in the attack and
suffered severe injuries. She was immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital but succumbed to her injuries during treat-
ment, officials said.“A case has been registered and an in-
quiry has been initiated into the incident. Forest department
officials are also investigating the circumstances that led to
the attack and the movement of the elephant in the area,”
Bindu Mani, Kodagu Superintendent of Police, said.Following
the incident, Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar tele-

phoned Sunil Achaya, who is serving in a senior position in
Delhi, and conveyed his condolences. Describing the inci-
dent as deeply tragic, Shivakumar expressed solidarity with
the bereaved family and prayed for strength to help them
cope with the loss.He also said that he had instructed au-
thorities to take necessary measures to prevent further in-
cidents involving wild elephants in the region.The latest fa-
tality comes amid a series of elephant attacks reported from
Kodagu this year. In March, 55-year-old Jalajakshi of
Valnoor village in Kodagu was killed in a wild elephant at-
tack near a forest-fringe area.

The district has witnessed several such incidents in
recent months, prompting protests by residents and farm-
ers and renewed calls for measures to curb human-elephant
conflict.In response, the Forest Department has undertaken
a range of mitigation measures, including the installation of
rail barricades, construction of elephant-proof trenches,
strengthening of solar fencing, deployment of elephant task
force personnel, and efforts to capture identified problem
elephants.However, residents and plantation owners con-
tinue to express concern over the frequent movement of
elephants into coffee estates and human settlements bor-
dering forest areas.

CID probing fake Aadhaar
card used to procure methanol

GNS News Agency, June 6

Pune hooch deaths probe has widened after the CID
began investigating a fake Aadhaar card allegedly used to
procure methanol that was later mixed into illicit liquor linked
to 20 deaths in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad. (Express
Photo)Pune hooch deaths probe has widened after the CID
began investigating a fake Aadhaar card allegedly used to
procure methanol that was later mixed into illicit liquor linked
to 20 deaths in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad.Probing the
hooch deaths in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad, the
Maharashtra Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has
questioned a suspect who allegedly prepared the fake
Aadhaar card used in procuring the methanol in this
case.The consumption of suspected methanol-laced illicit
liquor has claimed 20 lives so far — 16 in Phugewadi-Dapodi
belt of Pimpri Chinchwad and four in Pune’s Hadapsar area.
Separate cases have been registered at Dapodi and
Hadapsar police stations under relevant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the Maharashtra Prohibition
Act against those allegedly involved in the illicit liquor
network.CID has so far arrested nine persons in this case.
Probe revealed the 23-year-old accused Yogesh
Ramchandra Vhankade alias Sikandar Rathod had alleg-
edly procured about 215 litres of methanol from Rex Inter-
national Company through Avinash Cargo Private Limited
firm. CID has recorded statements of the employees of this
firm in Bhosari.Police said Rex International Company had
asked for Vhankade’s GST number to supply methanol.
He did not have a GST number, so the company asked for
his Aadhaar card. However, Vhankhade submitted a forged

Aadhar card with the name Pradip Sharma, police said.
During investigation, the CID detained a suspect, Somnath
Tatyaba Gawade, who allegedly made the fake Aadhaar
card for Vankhade.A press release issued by the CID on
Friday stated Gawade was being questioned in connection
with the fake Aadhaar card and further investigation.Along
with Vhankhade, the police had initially arrested Karnelsingh
Takhtsingh Virka, 73, Gurmangatsingh Karnelsingh Virka,
45, both residing near Deccan Paper Mill, Sanjay Nagar,
Phugewadi; Radheshyam Hariram Prajapati, 35, of
Urulikanchan and Kalpesh Ashok Agrawal, 29, of
Khadki.Probe revealed that before the hooch tragedy,
Vhankhade procured liquor from Prajapati in Uruli Kanchan.
He allegedly mixed methanol into it at a location in Phursungi
area, making it toxic.He then allegedly supplied the toxic
liquor to Akash Jadhav at Pandhare Mala in Hadapsar
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Dargahs, shops and part of graveyard

Sl | e
GNS News Agency, June 6

The Ahmedabad district administration on Monday
morning demolished several religious and commercial
structures that were encroaching on government land des-
ignated for widening State Highway 17, which runs from
Ahmedabad to Chotila in Surendranagar and connects cen-
tral Gujarat to Rajkot as well. Three dargahs, six shops, and
a partial six-metre section of a graveyard were among the
demolished structures, said Deputy Superintendent of Po-

Police raids at Akali

demolished to widen highway in Ahmedabad

lice Tapansinh Dodia.

The district administration carried out the operation with
the help of more than 550 police personnel, including two
companies of the State Reserve Police Force (SRPF).Om
Prakash Jat, Superintendent of Police, Ahmedabad Rural,
said the operation was undertaken peacefully. “There is an
important project inaugurated by the chief minister last year
to increase connectivity to Viramgam Town. The project
involves widening the currently two-lane highway. There was
encroachment on this land. The district administration and
police had been planning the demolition for the last two
months and completed it today,” he said.A police statement
said the graveyard occupied a 400-metre road strip near
Gangasar Lake on SH-17 and that the operation cleared
approximately 4,000 square metres of government land.The
statement further read, “Considering the sensitivity and
challenging nature of the action, continuous dialogue, meet-
ings, and discussions were held with leaders of various com-
munities, religious representatives, and local citizens and
all concerned parties were taken into confidence. The ac-
tion was taken after fully following the legal process...”

leader Bikram Singh

Mayjithia’s homes in police station attack case

GNS News Agency, June 6

The Punjab Police Monday cordoned off the house of
senior Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal) leader and former min-
ister Bikram Singh Majithia in Amritsar as part of raids be-
ing conducted to arrest the accused in connection with the
case registered at the Majitha Police Station.The police said
their teams have been carrying out coordinated raids across
multiple locations and are looking for the accused based on
the FIR registered in the case A heavy police presence was
seen outside his home while officers moved to question
him in connection with the incident.Majithia’s lawyer,
Arshdeep Kler, said the police have also conducted raids
at Majithia’s Chandigarh house.“No matter how highly
placed, all the accused will be arrested,” said Sohail Mir,
Senior Superintendent of Police, Majitha.According to the
First Information Report (FIR), a large group of supporters,
reportedly led by Majithia, gathered at the Majitha Police
Station Sunday, where tensions escalated, and the crowd
allegedly freed a person in police custody.The police formed
12 special teams assigned to identify and apprehend those
involved.“It is a political vendetta against Bikram Singh
Majithia, who won the seats despite all the efforts made by

Deccan Queen turns 96:

the AAP to rig the election,” said SAD(B) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal, referring to the local body election recently
held in Majitha.Bikram Singh Majithia has been active on
social media against the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment. The fresh trouble began during the local body elec-
tion held in Majitha, where a tough competition was seen
between the AAP and SAD(B). The AAP won 7 seats
against 6 of the SAD(B).

Cake, music, and cheers

as Pune celebrates birthday of its beloved train

GNS News Agency, June 6

Long before most of Pune had stirred from sleep, Plat-
form 1 at Pune railway station was already alive with mu-
sic, dance, and the smell of birthday cake. By 6.30 am on
Monday, a cheerful crowd had gathered to do something
that might surprise a first-time observer — sing happy birth-
day to a train. But for the thousands who have travelled on
the Deccan Queen over the decades, there was nothing
unusual about it at all. The Deccan Queen, fondly called
Dakkhan chi Rani (Queen of the Deccan), completed 96
years on Monday and entered its 97th year of service. In-
troduced on June 1, 1930, by the Great Indian Peninsula
(GIP) Railway, a precursor to Indian Railways, the express
service between Pune and Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus is usually not considered just a train. It
is, as its admirers often say, a moving piece of history.

The birthday celebration has been an annual fixture
for over seven decades at Pune Junction, driven by the
Railway Pravasi Group. Its president, Harsha Shah, has
been the driving force behind keeping the tradition
alive.“People join the celebration enthusiastically. Some
even fly in from across the country, as far as Chennai and
Bengaluru — they moved away years ago, but they trav-
elled on the Deccan Queen, and their emotions are still con-
nected to it. Through social media, the celebration is now
reaching even more people,” said Shah.This year, as ev-
ery year, a cake was cut on the platform in the presence of
railway officials, activists, and commuters. A banjo band
added to the festive atmosphere, and some in the crowd
broke into spontaneous dancing as the music picked up
tempo.

Behind the festooned locomotive and garland-draped
coaches is a group of young rail enthusiasts who spent the
entire night before the birthday doing the hard
work.Members of the ‘Pune Rail Enthusiasts’, a group of
students and working professionals, pool their money and
arrive at the station around midnight to decorate the entire
train with flowers, garlands, and ribbons. The locomotive
gets special treatment: a commemorative board marking
the year is fixed to it, and youngsters climb the engine to
ensure the floral arrangements sit right.

Birthday A birthday cake was cut on the platform in
the presence of railway officials and commuters to mark
the Deccan Queen entering its 97th year.

“Itis a laborious but fun activity. We need to climb the
engine to design the flowers well,” said Shubham Nagpure,
one of the group’s members. “We have been doing this for
over six years now.”Fellow member Anush Jadhav, a
Hadapsar-based student, said the effort is entirely commu-

nity-driven. “Everyone in the group, some are working,
some own businesses, some are students, we all contrib-
ute money and spend the whole night from around 12 am
decorating the train.”For Padmanabh Dashrath, another
member, the Deccan Queen’s appeal is easy to explain: “It
is the only train in India with a dining car. It covers the Pune-
Mumbai distance in around three hours and is known for its
punctuality. Because of this, several commuters have be-
come fans and celebrate its birthday every year. The train
has carried not just passengers, but generations of
memories.”Among those at the celebration was Anil Upare,
a Pune resident who has a sugar business in Goregaon,
who travelled on the Deccan Queen daily from 1988 to 2001
and still takes it two to three times a week.“It is a memo-
rable journey every time. | still consider it a second home. It
is like heritage on wheels,” said Upare. “Despite changes
in technology, catering, and interiors, the Deccan Queen
continues to balance efficiency with experience. Its largely
punctual schedule, scenic route, and unique dining service
ensure that it remains a tradition that keeps adapting with-
out losing its identity.”Band A banjo band and a swelling
crowd of commuters mark the Deccan Queen’s birthday at
Pune railway station on Monday.

The Deccan Queen holds a string of distinctions. Itis
India’s first superfast train and remains the only running
passenger train in the country with a dedicated dining car
offering table service. What started with seven coaches in
1930 now runs with 16.Moreover, on March 27 this year,
Central Railway unveiled a newly refurbished dining car with
improved interiors, modern furniture, and design elements
inspired by Warli art, blending heritage aesthetics with con-
temporary comfort.Currently, the Deccan Queen (Train
12124) departs Pune at 7.15 am and arrives in Mumbai at
10.25 am. The return service (Train 12123) leaves Mumbai
at 5.10 pm and pulls into Pune at 8.25 pm, maintaining a
travel time of just over three hours.

Maharashtra urges farmers to delay sowing
as monsoon onset unlikely before June 10

GNS News Agency, June 6

With no possibility of the onset of the monsoon at least
till June 10, the Maharashtra government has asked farm-
ers not to rush to sow seeds by relying on thunderstorms
and what may be pre-monsoon showers.“The upcoming
thunderstorms have nothing to do with the monsoon, as
the monsoon has not yet reached Kerala. As of now, the
monsoon is not likely to arrive in most parts of the state
until at least June 10,” said an officer of the agriculture
department.The agriculture department has appealed to the
public to take appropriate preventive measures in view of
possible weather changes. “During thunderstorms and when
incidents of lightning strike take place, people should avoid
standing under trees, tin sheds, and near electrical trans-
formers, electricity poles, and power lines,” said a public
advisory issued by the government.The department advised
people to ensure their own safety and that of their livestock

during lightning strikes.Disaster management officials said
the weather in the state has begun to change and will change
further during the week starting June 1.The India Meteoro-
logical Department has forecast afternoon clouds and thun-
derstorms mainly in the Vidarbha, Marathwada, central
Maharashtra, and Khandesh regions. Some rain is also
expected in Konkan. Along with this, the maximum tem-
perature in the state will decrease compared to May, but in
some parts of Vidarbha, mainly East Vidarbha, it will re-
main above 40 degrees, an official said.The Pune Munici-
pal Corporation (PMC) said it is taking steps to ensure resi-
dents’ safety.“Ektanagari on Sinhagad Road, which often
has to be evacuated due to flooding as water from the Mutha
river gushes into residential localities, is under focus. The
PMC is constructing a retaining wall... The work has been
undertaken on a war footing,” said Municipal Commissioner
Naval Kishore after a site visit with Mayor Manjusjha

Congress supporter jailed over ‘disrespect’
of AAP’s broom symbol in Hoshiarpur
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GNS News Agency, June 6A political controversy has
erupted in Punjab’s Hoshiarpur district after a Congress
supporter was recently detained and sent to judicial cus-
tody for allegedly disrespecting the Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) election symbol, the broom, during municipal elec-
tion celebrations.The incident occurred in Ward No. 1 of
Tanda, where a Congress-backed candidate recently de-
feated the AAP nominee. According to police records, local
residents submitted a complaint alleging that a group of
people insulted the broom symbol, issued threats, and cir-
culated provocative content on social media that could dis-
turb public order.

Following an inquiry, the police took preventive action
against one of the accused, Arshdeep Singh, under provi-
sions of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).
He was produced before a court and subsequently sent to
jail. However, the police clarified that no FIR was filed in the
matter and that the action was preventive.The police initi-
ated preventive proceedings under Sections 126 and 170
of the BNSS. The next day, Arshdeep was taken into cus-
tody, produced before the executive magistrate and sub-
sequently sent to judicial custody.Gurinderjit Singh Nagra,

Station House Officer (SHO), Tanda, said the move was
aimed at preventing any possible confrontation between sup-
porters of rival political parties. He maintained that authori-
ties intervened to prevent the post-election atmosphere from
escalating into a law-and-order issue.The controversy in-
tensified after the Punjab Congress shared a copy of the
daily diary report (DDR) on social media. The DDR report-
edly alleges that the accused “disrespected” the broom
symbol by scattering it during the election period. Congress
leaders questioned the basis of such action and accused
the ruling AAP government of targeting political opponents
following its defeat in the local body polls.Intimidation of
Opposition’The Opposition party alleged that the state ad-
ministration was attempting to suppress celebrations over
the Congress-backed candidate’s victory. Congress lead-
ers claimed the government was acting out of political frus-
tration and using the police machinery to intimidate Oppo-
sition workers.Adding to the controversy, Arshdeep’s fam-
ily disputed the allegations. They claimed he was picked up
from his bookshop near the railway station and was not
involved in any disruptive activity.

According to the family, he had merely gone to dis-
tribute sweets among supporters celebrating the election
result and had neither damaged any broom nor made ob-
jectionable remarks against political rivals.The Congress
also drew a comparison with pending cases related to sac-
rilege incidents of Sri Guru Granth Sahib in Punjab. Party
leaders questioned why strict action was allegedly being
taken over an election symbol while several high-profile sac-
rilege cases were yet to see conclusive action.Meanwhile,
the police maintained that the proceedings were strictly pre-
ventive and intended to avert tensions between rival groups.
Officers said Arshdeep is scheduled to be produced before
the court again, after which further decisions will be taken
in accordance with legal procedure.

Lionel Messi statue to be relocated amid safety concerns;

dismantling work begins in Kolkata’s Lake Town

GNS News Agency, June 6

Preparations began on Monday to dismantle and relo-
cate the towering statue of football legend Lionel Messi in
Kolkata’s Lake Town after authorities declared the struc-
ture a potential public safety hazard.Engineers and work-
ers were seen carrying out preliminary operations at the
site along the busy VIP Road corridor, where the 70-foot
statue was installed just five months ago. This move comes
after complaints from local residents that the massive struc-
ture appeared to sway during strong winds, raising con-
cerns about its stability.

According to officials, the relocation process will be
carried out in multiple stages to ensure safety. Heavy-duty
cables will first be attached to secure the statue, following
which a 40-tonne crane will hold the structure firmly in place.
Workers will then carefully cut the iron framework near the
statue’s leg supports, enabling the entire structure to be lifted
and removed in one piece.The decision to shift the statue
was taken by the Public Works Department (PWD) after

reports of visible movement during recent spells of windy
weather. A police complaint, reportedly filed by local resi-
dents last week, alleged that the statue had been swaying,
shaking whenever strong winds swept through the
area.Authorities said the relocation is being undertaken as
a precautionary measure to eliminate any risk to motorists
and pedestrians along the heavily trafficked stretch. The
statue’s new location has not yet been officially announced.

First Bengal Cabinet expansion signals
act

North Bengal push,

Twenty-seven days after assuming office, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari expanded his Cabinet
with 35 new ministers Monday, signalling the BJP’s effort
to balance regional, caste, and gender representation in its
first government in the state.The Bengal Council of Minis-
ters expanded to 41 members under Adhikari as Governor
R N Ravi administered the oath to the new members, in-
cluding a former domestic worker, a journalist-turned-politi-
cian, and a bunch of first-time legislators, at Lok Bhavan in
Kolkata.

Earlier, Union Minister-turned-state leader Nisith
Pramanik had been among the first ministers sworn in,
alongside Agnimitra Paul, Dilip Ghosh, Ashok Kirtania, and
Kshudiram Tudu. The election of Rathindra Ghosh as
Speaker further strengthened North Bengal’s representa-
tion in the new government.Of the 35 ministers sworn in,
13 were inducted as Cabinet Ministers, three as Ministers
of State with Independent Charge, and 19 as Ministers of
State.

One of the most notable appointments is Kalita Maji,
the MLA from Aushgram in Purba Bardhaman district, who
rose from domestic help to minister. Another prominent new
face is Biraj Biswas, the young MLA from Karandighi in Uttar
Dinajpur, who has also been inducted into the
ministry.Among the ministers from North Bengal who took
oath Monday are Biraj Biswas, Shankar Ghosh, Bishal
Lama, Juyel Murmu, Anandamoy Burman, Dipak Burman,
and Malati Rava Roy.The Bengal Cabinet expansion has
also brought in several new women faces, including
Moumita Biswas Misra, Sumana Sarkar, Gargi Ghosh Das,
and Purnima Chakraborty, indicating the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s effort to strengthen women’s representation in
governance.Several senior leaders have also found a place

social balancing

in the ministry. Among the prominent inductees are Arjun
Singh, Dudh Kumar Mondol, Sharadwat Mukhopadhyay,
Tapash Roy, and Indranil Khan. Senior journalist-turned-
politician Swapan Dasgupta and Jagannath Chattopadhyay
have also been inducted.

Thirteen leaders were sworn in as Cabinet Ministers,
including Tapash Roy, Dipak Burman, Shankar Ghosh,
Arjun Singh, Manoj Oraon, Gouri Shankar Ghosh,
Jagannath Chattopadhyay, Swapan Dasgupta, Kalyan
Chakraborty, Anup Kumar Das, Ajay Kumar Poddar,
Sharadwat Mukhopadhyay, and Dudh Kumar Mondol.

Three Minister-of-State (Independent Charge) Malati
Rava Roy, Indranil Khan, and Rajesh Mahato.Nineteen leg-
islators were inducted as Ministers of State, including Ashok
Dinda, Umesh Roy, Koushik Chowdhury, Kalita Maji,
Moumita Biswas Misra, Gargi Ghosh Das, Dipankar Jana,
Purnima Chakraborty, Bishal Lama, Harikrishna Bera,
Anandamoy Burman, Shantanu Pramanik, Biraj Biswas,
Amiya Kisku, Juyel Murmu, Bhaskar Bhattacharya, Dibakar
Gharami, Sumana Sarkar and Nadiar Chand Bouri.

Bawa White House—Airport
Link Road nears completion

The much-awaited link road connecting Bawa White
House in Phase 11 to Airport Road is inching closer to
completion, but commuters may have to exercise caution
for a few more days as portions of the project remain under
construction.Although traffic is currently being allowed
through a temporary one-way passage, several stretches
of the road are still unpaved. A section of the bridge under
construction is yet to be completed, with concrete slab work
continuing at the site. Vehicles are presently navigating
through temporary dirt tracks on either side of the
bridge.Contrary to concerns about a prolonged delay,
GMADA officials say the remaining work is expected to be
completed shortly.

Speaking to The Indian Express, Amit Garg, Superin-
tending Engineer, GMADA, said, “The remaining bridge
work and road construction will be completed within the next
10 days. After that, the road will be opened for two-way
traffic.”’Recent rainfall has further complicated construction
activity, creating muddy conditions in the area. With the mon-
soon season approaching, concerns remain that adverse
weather could impact the pace of work if the remaining con-
struction is not completed on schedule.Workers at the con-
struction site said the road is not yet ready for regular pub-
lic use and that motorists are using the route at their own

Akhilesh Kumar, a worker at the site, said warning
boards and plastic barricades had been installed to restrict
movement, but many commuters removed them and con-
tinued using the road.People should use the route carefully
and follow safety precautions as construction work is still
underway,” he said.The route remains crucial for the project
itself, with heavy machinery, trolleys carrying construction
material and other vehicles moving continuously through
the site. Raw material required for the remaining work is
also being transported through the same corridor, resulting
in frequent movement of heavy vehicles.The project has
been awaited for years and is expected to provide a major
alternative link to Airport Road, helping reduce traffic con-
gestion on one of Mohali’s busiest stretches.Once com-
pleted, the road will offer direct connectivity between the
Balongi area and Airport Road, significantly reducing travel
time to the airport. It is expected to be particularly beneficial
for air travellers and commuters heading towards
Chandigarh International Airport, especially those catching
connecting flights.Traffic pressure on Airport Road has in-
creased steadily in recent years. Congestion is routinely
witnessed near Gurdwara Singh Shaheedan, the Sector 79-
80 junction, the ISBT area and the railway overbridge. Mo-
torists travelling through Sector 82 and adjoining areas also
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Citizens plant, the city cuts:

GNS News Agency, June 6Even as infrastructure
projects and redevelopment continue to eat into Mumbai’'s
trees, mangroves and open spaces, residents across the
city are increasingly trying to reclaim fragments of green-
ery through micro-forests, plantation drives and commu-
nity-led environmental initiatives.Across neighbourhoods,
residents are converting small plots into dense micro-for-
ests using native species in an attempt to restore
biodiversity in rapidly concretising urban spaces.

At R.R. Patil Garden in Mulund, volunteers from My
Micro Forest transformed what was once a lawn into a dense
patch of native vegetation.“When we started digging, we
found out that the garden was built on top of garbage. It took
us two months to simply clean the soil and rid it of all the
plastic,” said volunteer Uttara Ganesh.Ganesh said the ini-
tiative reflected growing frustration among residents over
the lack of ecological planning.

“The basic reason for a citizen (to get involved in these
initiatives) is to improve their surroundings. The government
doesn’t look at small patches done by citizen-led move-
ments,” she said. “The main responsibility falls onto the
government.”The group says the project has already shown
measurable benefits.“After planting our garden, we tested
and noticed a 10% improvement in the AQI from the gar-
den entrance to our micro-forest,” Ganesh said.A dense
micro-forest developed by volunteers with My Micro For-
ests in R. R. Patil Garden, Mulund A dense micro-forest
developed by volunteers with My Micro Forests in R. R.
Patil Garden, Mulund. But the challenges remain
considerable.“When we first planted, it got washed out be-
cause of very heavy rains,” Ganesh said, adding that a
micro-forest typically requires nearly two years of monitor-
ing and watering before it can sustain itself.

Subhajit Mukherjee, founder of Mission Green Mumbai,
said his organisation learnt similar lessons through years
of plantation work.“When we planted our first plantation in
Mumbai, all the trees died within six months,” he said. “We
realized that only planting trees will not do anything.”"More
than a decade later, Mukherjee says increasing

Mumbai’s growing battle over green space

concretisation has made tree survival far more
difficult.“Earlier wherever you planted, trees would comfort-
ably survive. Now, due to concretisation, trees are not sur-
viving,” he said.Mission Green Mumbai eventually shifted
its focus towards water conservation systems that help trees
survive beyond the monsoon.“In the process we learned
that simply planting trees is not enough, we need to provide
water,” Mukherjee said. “If you look at it, where water is,
trees are.”

Yet even successful citizen-led initiatives often struggle
against the scale of urban redevelopment.“It has happened
where we planted trees and then a few years later develop-
ment starts on that same plot of land and they cut all the
trees,” he said.“We have to raise our voices as citizens if
the government is cutting trees.”Architect Rahul Kadri, head
architect of the Malabar Hill Walkway project and a mem-
ber of the Mumbai Architects Collective, said the city con-
tinues to prioritise roads and vehicles over ecology.“Our
roads are optimized for cars only,” Kadri said. “There’s
countless spots in the city where the road widens and nar-
rows. A lot of times there is extra space on the side of roads
which could be made into landscape spaces which will add
tremendous greenery to the city.”Kadri pointed to stretches
such as Girgaon Chowpatty, where broad concrete-heavy
roads and underutilised edges could be redesigned to ac-
commodate more greenery.He said architects had repeat-
edly urged authorities to integrate ecological considerations
into urban planning.

“We wrote to the authorities warning them about the
harebrained proposal to convert Mahalaxmi Racecourse
into a public park but they have different priorities | sup-
pose,” Kadri said.Environmental experts, however, caution
against viewing plantation drives and micro-forests as sub-
stitutes for preserving existing ecosystems.“The city has
seen sustained loss of nature driven by infrastructure ex-
pansion and redevelopment, which has made the impacts
of this loss — urban heat, flooding and declining air quality
— more tangible in everyday life,” said Deepti Talpade, Pro-
gram Lead, Urban Development and Resilience at WRI
India.“Micro-forests and plantation drives cannot compen-
sate for the loss of mature trees in ecological or climatic
terms,” Talpade said. “Mature trees represent decades of
biomass accumulation, root system development, soil con-
ditioning and ecological relationships with surrounding flora
and fauna.”She warned that plantation drives risk becom-
ing symbolic exercises used to justify ecological losses
elsewhere.“There is a real risk of plantation drives being
framed as compensatory measures that justify the removal
of mature trees,” Talpade said.“Citizen-led efforts are im-
portant but not sufficient on their own. Infrastructure plan-
ning needs to move beyond compensatory planting toward
strategies that avoid tree loss wherever possible.”

8 crested ibises released in
Japan decades after extinction

R i otk ..'_*H .

GNS News Agency, June 6

Tokyo: Eight crested ibises were released into the wild
in a north-central Japanese town, decades after the birds
went extinct in the country.Eight of the endangered birds
took off from each of their wooden cages at a ceremony
Sunday in Hakui city in the Noto region, where they were
last seen in the wild.

The white birds, called Toki in Japan, are native to East

Asia and admired for their orange-pink hues under their wings
and bright red marks around their eyes.Residents cheered
when the birds soared into the sky the moment Crown Prince
Akishino, his wife Kiko, and other officials cut a ribbon around
the wooden cages.The birds went extinct on the Honshu
main island in the 1970s, threatened by overhunting and
environmental degradation. The last remaining Japanese
native ibis died in 2003 on Sado Island.

But the birds came back to life thanks to China’s sup-
port for breeding. In 1999, artificial breeding by a pair do-
nated from China successfully led to the first Japanese
crested ibis chick born in captivity, according to the Envi-
ronment Ministry.The breeding and conservation efforts
have since helped the recovery of the birds’ population. In
2008, 10 of the birds raised at the Sado conservation cen-
tre were released into the wild on the island, where their
population has increased to around 500, the ministry
says.The release of the beloved birds was also seen as a
good omen for the Noto region, which is still recovering from
the deadly 2024 earthquake.The eight birds have been raised
and protected at a conservation centre on Sado in the
neighbouring prefecture of Niigata. Ten more birds are wait-
ing to be released.

US bombs Iranian military sites;
Kuwait hit by drone, missile fire

GNS News Agency, June 6

Dubai: The United States bombed Iranian radar and
drone control sites in Iran after Tehran shot down an Ameri-
can MQ-1 Predator drone this weekend, the American mili-
tary said Monday.Iran acknowledged launching a retalia-
tory strike, while Kuwait said it was intercepting incoming
drone and missile fire.The duelling attacks reflect the fragil-
ity of a weekslong ceasefire in the Iran war, which has seen
repeated attacks even as American and Iranian officials try
to negotiate a deal to extend it.

Iran has maintained its chokehold on the Strait of
Hormuz in the meantime, disrupting global energy supplies
as afifth of all oil and natural gas traded once passed through
the narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf.Meanwhile, fighting
continues to escalate as Israel extends its occupation of
Lebanon beyond the Litani River and as the militant group
Hezbollah continues to launch drones into Israel.The US
military’s Central Command said it carried out the strikes in
Iran on Saturday and Sunday around the city of Geruk and
on Qeshm lIsland.“The measured and deliberate strikes
occurred ... in response to aggressive Iranian actions that
included the shootdown of a US MQ-1 drone that was op-
erating over international waters,” Central Command
said.“US fighter aircraft swiftly responded by eliminating Ira-
nian air defences, a ground control station, and two one-
way attack drones that posed clear threats to ships transit-
ing regional waters.”The Predator has been phased out of
service by the US Air Force, which now flies the MQ-9
Reaper, though the US Army still flies the Predator. The
US military said no American troops were hurt in the
attacks.Kuwait, meanwhile, said its air defences had opened
fire early Monday morning to intercept incoming drone and
missile fire. Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard in a
statement carried by the state-run IRNA news agency that
US forces had targeted a telecommunications tower on an
island.The Guard said it responded with an attack without
saying where, likely referring to the attack on Kuwait. The
country is home to US Army Central, the Mideast forward
command for the Army.The attacks represent the latest
escalation between the US and Iran, even as both have
insisted they are continuing to negotiate, particularly over
Iran’s stockpile of highly enriched uranium.Over the week-
end, the US fired a missile into the engine room of a Gambia-
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flagged cargo ship trying to break its blockade of Iranian
ports.A trickle of ships have made it out of the strait, but
pressure continues on global energy supplies, as well as
chemical fertiliser which has led to fears of food shortages.
The Gulf region produces 30% of globally traded chemical
fertilisers.US President Donald Trump met with advisers
on Friday but has yet to decide on whether to move ahead
with a deal to extend the ceasefire and reopen the strait.
Iran has said the deal had not been finalised.Trump ex-
pressed optimism about the talks in a post on his Truth
Social platform early Monday in Washington, mocking crit-
ics without addressing the ongoing crossfire.“Iran really
wants to make a deal, and it will be a good one for the USA
and those that are with us,” he wrote. “Just sit back and
relax, it will all work out well in the end — It always does!”

TTGDA opposes 1.5 percent pay
cut, Seeks clarty on health scheme

Hyderabad: The members of Telangana Teaching
Government Doctors Association (TTGDA) condemned the
deduction of 1.5 percent of the basic pay from the salary of
employees starting the month of May without first releasing
comprehensive EHS guidelines, including details regard-
ing tariffs, treatment packages, empanelled hospitals, eligi-
bility criteria, and implementation mechanisms.

Australian woman accused of joining
ISIS renounced jihad, her lawyer says

Melbourne: An Australian woman charged with joining
the Islamic State group expressed views supporting terror-
ist acts and killing of non-believers, attempted to indoctri-
nate her children and recruited others to join her in Syria,
according to allegations made in court on Monday.A de-
fence lawyer for Rayann El Houli said expert evidence would
be produced in court that her views had changed.“She re-
nounces ISIS and violent jihad,” Peter Morrissey said, us-
ing an acronym for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.

“She wants nothing to do with it: not now directly or
indirectly. Not in the future. Not for herself. Not for the people
she loves and specifically not for the children.”El Houli, 34,
applied for release on bail in the Melbourne Magistrates’
Court on charges that she joined a terrorist organisation
and entered and remained in Ragqa, Syria, more than a

decade ago when it was the stronghold of the IS so-called
caliphate.Chief Magistrate Lisa Hannan outlined allegations
within the prosecution’s summary of evidence that she
wanted Morrissey to address in the bail hearing.El Houli
allegedly travelled to Syria between 2013 and 2014 with the
intention of joining IS fighters.“The accused expressed
radicalised views while in Syria, including support for ter-
rorist acts. She supported acts of martyrdom whilst in Syria.
She repeatedly expressed views that supported the killing
or serious injury of non-believers,” Hannan said.She tried
to indoctrinate her children and invited people living in Aus-
tralia go to Syria for the “purposes of following a life and
making decisions based on IS or other extremist ideology”,
Hannan said.El Houli left Ragqga in 2019 “when the caliph-
ate was defeated and not as a result of her changing views”,
the magistrate said.The bail application was adjourned to a
date that will be set later.

Each charge against El Houli carries a potential prison
sentence of up to 10 years. People charged with terrorism
offenses can only be released on bail in exceptional
circumstances.Hannan said she wanted to hear details of
how EIl Houli escaped from the al-Hol camp for displaced
people in eastern Syria and was smuggled into Lebanon.She
returned to Australia from Lebanon last year and was ar-
rested in Melbourne last week.Three other women also
linked to IS who have returned to Australia recently were
charged with slavery and terrorism offences on arrival and
remain in custody, and others remain under police investi-
gation.

Trump seeks to modify
US-Iran deal to end war

Washington: US President Donald Trump is planning
to modify the terms of the agreement with Iran to end the
war, even as Tehran prepares to introduce new elements,
an American media outlet has reported.In an endless ping-
pong, the White House awaits a new response from Iran in
a negotiation that, as three sources told The New York
Times, risks starting from a more backward square.

According to one of the officials interviewed by the
newspaper, Trump would like to accelerate negotiations by
putting more pressure on the counterpart, but has to deal
with the complex Iranian hierarchy, reports Adnkronos news
agency.Final approval, in Tehran, rests with Supreme
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei. Any modification to the memo-
randum of understanding, which forms the basis of the
agreement, inevitably prolongs the negotiation times.After
Trump’s re-launch, in any case, Iran will seek to introduce
new amendments to the draft agreement, as reported by
the Tasnim news agency.

Trump, according to information gathered by Axios,
would like to make more detailed provisions regarding the
management of 60 per cent enriched uranium stockpiles
still held by Tehran and the modalities for reopening the Strait
of Hormuz to maritime traffic. The draft agreement currently
includes Iran’s commitment not to pursue the development
of nuclear weapons and a 60-day period, during which the
two countries would negotiate Tehran’s nuclear obligations
and the fate of the accumulated fissile material. The US
President, a source reports, intends to insert more precise
indications on the timing and methods by which the United
States would acquire such material. “The only guarantee |
need to have is that there will be no nuclear weapons. They
have accepted this,” Trump’s certainty expressed to Fox
News. “Initially, they said: ‘We will not develop a nuclear
weapon’. | replied: ‘Okay, but what happens if you buy a
nuclear weapon?’ So now the text says: ‘We will not de-
velop or acquire a nuclear military weapon in any way’. It's
a big difference,” Trump stated, adding, “They are very tough
negotiators, and it takes a long time, but I'm not in a hurry.”
The White House, however, continues to express confi-
dence in the conclusion of the agreement.

“There will be an agreement,” a senior official said,
adding that the finalisation could take from a few days to
over a week. “Talks and exchange of messages” with the
United States “are ongoing, and until they produce a con-
crete result, it is not possible to judge them,” Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi told state TV, adding, “Ev-
erything said at this stage is speculation and should not be
given too much importance.”From Tehran, however, come
the words of several heavyweights. Araghchi’s conciliatory

tones were opposed by those of Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, speaker of parliament.

“We will not approve any agreement until we are sure
that we have guaranteed the rights of the Iranian people,”
he said. “Those involved in diplomacy do not trust the words
or promises of the United States,” Ghalibaf continued,
emphasising that any changes to the country’s develop-
ment plan will be examined by specialised parliamentary
committees, with particular attention to reconstruction after
the war damage.In a framework that is, to say the least,
complex, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian reportedly
submitted a letter of resignation to Mojtaba Khamenei, as
revealed by a source to Iran International, an Iranian oppo-
sition website based in London.

The news was immediately denied by the Tehran gov-
ernment, which accused the “lying media.”In the letter sent
on Sunday, Pezeshkian reportedly wrote that the president
and the government have been de facto excluded from the
most important and vital decision-making processes in the
country, and that the vacuum created by this situation has
allowed intransigent factions within the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps to take control of the situation.Pezeshkian
reportedly added that under such circumstances, he is un-
able to lead the government and fulfil his responsibilities,
and for this reason, he would have asked to resign immedi-
ately. Itis not yet clear, Iran International continues, whether
Khamenei will accept the president’'s commitment, but the
content of the letter indicates a deep and unprecedented
fracture at the highest levels of power.Tehran will seek to
introduce new amendments to the draft agreement with the
United States. This was announced by the Iranian news
agency Tasnim, considered close to the Revolutionary
Guards, citing a “source familiar with the details.”According
to the agency, Tehran’s decision was made after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump first made changes to the proposed text.

Egypt works to help facilitate
deal between US, Iran: President

Cairo: Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi said that
the country was helping to facilitate a peace deal between
the United States and Iran, as he spoke with his French

counterpart Emmanuel Macron over regional
developments.During a phone conversation on Sunday, Sisi
said Egypt was engaged in intensive contacts with various
parties concerned to help facilitate a comprehensive agree-
ment between the United States and Iran.

He stressed Egypt’s position was grounded in the prin-
ciples of international law and in respect for the sovereignty
of states and the resources of their peoples. For his part,
Macron outlined France’s efforts to achieve sustainable
peace and to avert the Middle East’s descent into chaos,
emphasizing the necessity of keeping the Strait of Hormuz
open and liting any restrictions on passage through it.Earlier,
US President Donald Trump said the United States is close
to reaching a nuclear agreement with Iran but warned that
military action remains an option if negotiations fail.In an
interview with Fox News at the White House, Trump said
his administration’s priority is ensuring that Iran never ob-
tains a nuclear weapon. “We’re close to a very good deal,
and if we can make it good, otherwise we just start up with
the Department of War, as we call it,” Trump said.

Trump said Iran had agreed to language barring it from
developing or acquiring a nuclear weapon. “The one guar-

antee that | have to have is that there will be no nuclear
weapons,” he said. “They’ve agreed to that.”"He said nego-
tiators had expanded the terms under discussion after he
raised concerns about Iran potentially obtaining a weapon
from another source. “They originally said we will not de-
velop a nuclear weapon. | said, well, what happens if you
buy a nuclear weapon?” Trump said. “Now it says we will
not develop or in any way purchase a military weapon.”The
President described the negotiations as difficult but said
progress was being made. “Very tough negotiators. It takes
a long time,” he said. “Slowly but surely, we're getting, |
think, what we want. Trump said he preferred a negotiated
settlement but reiterated that the United States would act if
its demands were not met.

Indlian equities trade
higher despite elevated ol
prices, geopolitical uncertainty

Mumbai: Indian equity benchmarks started the month
on a strong note on Monday, trading higher in early deals
despite elevated oil prices and ongoing geopolitical tensions,
with both indices gaining almost 1 per cent.

Sensex rose nearly 600 points or 0.8 per cent to hitan
intraday high of 75,367, while Nifty climbed 185 points or
0.78 per cent to trade at 23,733.

Sectoral trends remained largely positive, led by IT
stocks. Nifty IT emerged as the top sectoral gainer, rising
around 2 per cent, while Nifty MidSmall IT & Telecom ad-
vanced more than 1 per cent.

Media, chemicals and metal stocks also traded in the
green. However, FMCG stocks remained under pressure,
with the Nifty FMCG index declining 0.57 per cent. Auto
and healthcare indices also traded marginally lower.
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Meet the four girls who

led

P

Once they were schoolgirls. Then, they became the
face of a fight they would rather not have fought. Four long
years and several promises later, the Karnataka
government’s withdrawal of the order that in 2022 effectively
barred wearing of hijab in pre-university colleges (Classes
11 and 12) is a victory that holds little meaning for
them.However, they hope, it will mean more — that other
girls who want to wear the hijab won’t have to make the
choice between it and an education.Aliya Assadi, one of the
six students of Government Pre-University College in Udupi
who stood her ground over “the right to wear hijab”, says the
government’s reversal of the February 22 order is an
“acknowledgement” of this, even if “delayed”. “Hijab requires
neither politics, nor permission nor public approval. But | am
happy that those who come after me will be free to wear
hijab in classrooms.”

The hijab row had erupted in late 2021-early 2022 after
the six protested over not being allowed to attend classes
wearing the head scarf. The protests spread to other dis-
tricts, and as right-wing Hindu bodies launched a counter-
agitation, there was communal tension at several places. In
February 2022, the then BJP government in the state passed
an order asking students to stick to prescribed uniforms in
pre-university and degree colleges. Since hijab is not a part
of the uniform, it effectively ruled the head scarf out.On
Wednesday, the Karnataka government withdrew that or-
der, allowing students to wear limited religious- or faith-based
symbols along with the prescribed uniform.

The fact that private pre-university colleges allowed the
hijab as part of their uniform meant that in the one year after
the Karnataka government’s 2022 order, Udupi district saw
a significant shift of Muslim students from government to
private colleges, admissions data accessed by The Indian
Express showed.For Aliya, A H Almas, Resham Farooq, all
of Udupi, and Muskan Khan of Mandya, too, life was not the
same after February 2022.

She was among the six students who protested against
the Udupi government pre-university college restricting them
from wearing hijab. In Class 12 at the time, she didn’t return
to class after the 2022 government order, skipping the an-
nual exams and losing a year.“Finally | wrote an all-India
open school examination to pass my Class 12 because no
school would let me write the exam in hijab,” Almas says.
Now she is in the third year of a B.Sc degree, travelling 65
km to Dakshina Kannada district to college, and wants to
become a physiotherapist.Almas says because of her in-
volvement in the hijab fight, getting admission in Udupi was
difficult. “Every day that | go to college now, | thank God for
giving me a chance to get an education. Several of my friends
dropped out of school. Most of them did a diploma and ended
their education. Some got married.”One overlooked aspect,
the 22-year-old adds, is that the hijab restriction also affected
Muslim teachers. “It's not just friends that | lost to the hijab
ban. | lost teachers too,” Almas says.

Looking back, she says: “I was too young, | am too
young, to fight these battles.” And yes, she is still apprehen-
sive; she doesn’t want to give the name of the college where

fight for right to wear hijab

she is enrolled.Among the students of the Udupi Govern-
ment Pre-University College who protested against the
institute’s hijab order, Resham was at the time in Class 12.
While she was also among the petitioners in the Supreme
Court against the government order, Resham never pur-
sued studies after the face-off.Her mother says: “Resham
began working at a clothing shop, where she was employed
for nearly two years.” Soon after, she got engaged, and a
month ago, got married.While the parents refuse to share
Resham’s number, they hope that other girls don’t have to
discontinue their education under similar circumstances.

Aliya, who was also in Class 12 at the Udupi pre-uni-
versity college at the time and joined the Supreme Court
petition against the Karnataka government order, says the
row only made her more determined to fight for her rights.
So, she decided to pursue law, and is now in her third
year.Talking about the days after the hijab restriction, Aliya,
21, says: “We had to take transfer certificates and finish our
Class 12 via open schooling... But, we fought, so that no
one could deny us the right to education because of hijab.”

While the government withdrawing the 2022 order
makes her happy, she wants it to do more. Many of her
friends dropped out of school because of the order, Aliya
says. “The government should compensate them for those
lost years. Those sisters who could not give their exams
should be encouraged to appear now, and those who did
not complete their studies should be encouraged to finish
their schooling.”

In Mandya, a town 600 km away from Udupi and its
communal politics, Muskan’s defiance in the face of a crowd
of young men heckling her for wearing a hijab and raising
communal slogans, had become a stark symbol of the
fight.However, soon after, Muskan, who was in the second-
year of her B.Com course at the noted PES College of Engi-
neering, dropped out.Her father Mohammad Hussain says
it was a traumatic time for the family. “Muskan wanted to
study and later she approached two more colleges for ad-
mission, but they also told her that hijab would not be al-
lowed in class.”According to Hussain, Muskan also explored
the option of open university, but a friend said there too she
would not be allowed for exams in hijab. So she stayed at
home and pored over law books, having developed an inter-
est in the subject, he says.While Muskan could not be con-
tacted, Hussain, a father of three who runs a gym and an
electronics shop, says his other daughter is doing engineer-
ing while his son helps him in business. Muskan wants to
rejoin college too now, Hussain says.Abdul Azeez Udyavar,
who is associated with the Udupi District Muslim Okkutta
that supported the girl students at the time, says the
Karnataka government’s reversal of the 2022 order is wel-
come. “But it should also be made clear that religious prac-
tices must never prevent anyone from getting an education.
A uniform must not be a bar,” Udyavar says.CPI (M)
Dakshina Kannada secretary Abdul Muneer Katipalla asks
why the Congress government in the state took so long to
reverse the order. “The Congress had promised to do it in
its 2023 poll manifesto, but waited three years. The 2022
order hit the education of so many as well as the secular
fabric of society,” he says.

Katipalla adds that people from both sides fanned the
row, with the BJP seeking to polarise votes based on reli-
gion ahead of the 2023 elections, and the Muslim funda-
mentalists using it to gain ground. The new order too may
be used by the BJP against the Congress in the 2028 elec-
tions, the CPI(M) leader warns.The Jamaat-e-Islami Hind,
Karnataka, says the government’s changed stand will help
ensure that Muslim girl students can continue their educa-
tion. Its president Mohammad Saad Belgami says: “Educa-
tional institutions must remain spaces where students feel
secure, respected and confident about pursuing their stud-
ies.”

Mamata to Suvendu, Stalin to Vijay - Shifting
sands of democracy amid hardening faultlines

Curiously, following the Assembly poll results, neither
of the incumbent chief ministers in West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu, Mamata Banerjee and M K Stalin, attended the oath-
taking ceremony of their successors Suvendu Adhikari and
C Joseph Vijay.Admittedly, established democratic norms
are increasingly being given the go-by now. But the absence
of Mamata and Stalin from the swearing-in events was glar-
ing.

That, in such events, a predecessor should be given
a pride of place to mark the start of the successor’s new
political innings is a given. For “in-power today” and “out-of-
power tomorrow” is the principle at the heart of any demo-
cratic system. Itis a prudent message for the new leader at
the helm — that he / she is not going to be there forever —
and has to perform well. It is also reassuring for the outgo-
ing leader that his or her time can come again.The
predecessor’s presence at the successor’s inauguration
also softens the hard lines that mark a fiercely contested
election, which is increasingly getting bitter and hostile.

There has been a growing tendency now to dub politi-
cal adversaries as “anti national” and view the Opposition
as illegitimate. It betrays a mindset — that anyone opposed
to the dominant viewpoint is not desirable. Such a trend
may only go to justify one party rule. It is not surprising that
the Opposition leaders are now getting disheartened amid
claims that their turn may come only 20-30 years down the
line. It does not give the younger politicians a stake in
democracy.However, it was unfortunate that Mamata,
known as a phenomenon in Indian politics as a firebrand
leader who rose through the ranks to reach the top, should
refuse to step down after her party’s defeat. She said she
would not accept this outcome as the election was alleg-
edly stolen with about 100 seats “looted” due to the Election
Commission (EC)’s “complicit role” in it. Mamata knew that
with the West Bengal Assembly’s tenure lapsing on May 7,
it would spell the end of her government anyway and that
she could not continue as the CM constitutionally. She may
have chosen to get into a fighting mode from the word go,
to keep the now-vulnerable cadre of her party motivated.
But her unprecedented move was fraught with serious im-
plications.

For tomorrow, other CMs or even PMs may refuse to
step down even after poll setbacks on the ground of “vote
chori” —and India is a big enough country for such charges
to be made, and they could have been made in any of the
past elections too. This is not to overlook her disquiet about
deletions of lakhs of names from electoral rolls in the wake
of the EC’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise, nor
to justify any “vote chori” if it took place. There are however
remedies available — like filing election petitions, and her
party would move the courts to challenge the elections.

True, the health of many of our institutions does not
inspire confidence about fair play and justice now. In 1975,
it was possible for the then PM Indira Gandhi to be disquali-
fied from Parliament over electoral malpractices in her 1971

election from Rae Bareli — and she had responded by de-
claring an Emergency in the country. Today, action against
holders of high offices seems less likely.And, yet, accept-
ing defeat with grace and humility — and living to fight an-
other day — still seems a better political option. Stalin re-
signed immediately after the DMK faced a debacle. In the
evening, he was at the party office, assuring his workers
that they would now be a strong Opposition. The next day,
he held a roadshow in an open jeep in his constituency
Kolathur, thanking people despite having lost the seat. Sev-
eral people cried, and he also turned emotional. The DMK
initially considered a pushback to prevent actor-turned-poli-
tician Vijay from becoming the CM, whose newbie TVK
stalled short of a majority by just 10 seats. While Vijay met
Governor Rajendra Arlekar repeatedly to stake his claim to
the government and tried to cobble up a majority with smaller
parties, his adversaries mounted moves to stop him in his
tracks.lt seemed for a brief while that the two arch Dravidian
rivals DMK and AIADMK might sink their differences in a
bid to checkmate Vijay. There was a buzz that the DMK
even considered giving outside support to AIADMK leader
Edappadi K Palaniswami or EPS to lead a government. This
was just to keep at bay the Gen Z-fuelled “political disruptor”
Vijay, 51, who represented change. But wiser counsel pre-
vailed in the DMK, which pulled back, sensing an overwhelm-
ingly pro-Vijay public mood.Nudged by his Left partners,
Stalin then encouraged other allies like the VCK to back Vijay.
This gesture was not lost on those who had deserted the
DMK, especially Dalits and minorities, to gravitate towards
the TVK. The DMK chief seemed to have decided that it
was better to respect the public mandate — and wait for his
moment to come.On his part, Vijay did what had not been
seen in Tamil Nadu politics for over five decades of bad
blood between the DMK and the AIADMK. He called on
Stalin at his residence in a goodwill gesture. Vijay’s entry
would lead to a realignment of political forces in the state.
But his gesture marked a welcome break from the past
Dravidian politics.It is never easy for a powerful popular
leader to accept rejection by the people. When she was
routed in the 1977 elections, Indira Gandhi accepted people’s
verdict on All India Radio—and then handed over her resig-
nation to the then acting President B D Jatti. She could not
get over the fact that the drums being beaten on the streets
outside her 1, Safdarjung Road residence were to celebrate
her exit as a “dictator” — and that overnight, she had be-
come the “villain” people wanted to get rid of. And, suddenly,
she had no office to go to, no files to clear, no staff car to

PM Modi wants you to work from
home. Will your bosses let you?

While every industry and management association
worth its reputation and public relations machinery would
enthusiastically applaud Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent call to consider remote work as part of national resil-
ience amid geopolitical instability and fuel uncertainty, the
larger question lies elsewhere.As a nation aspiring to remain
a serious global investment destination, India repeatedly
celebrates its demographic dividend, youthful workforce, and
digital capabilities. Yet the uncomfortable question before
every promoter, chief executive, board member, and HR
leader in corporate India is deceptively simple: Do Indian
companies fundamentally trust their employees enough to
allow them to work from anywhere?

The Prime Minister's remarks deserve attention not
merely because they make short-term economic sense in
a period of imported energy pressures and geopolitical un-
certainty. They deserve attention because they may well
reflect the direction of workplace evolution itself. The larger
question is whether Indian organisations possess the insti-
tutional imagination required to adapt to a world shaped si-
multaneously by geopolitical volatility, Al-led disruptions and
changing workforce expectations.Much of the country’s
managerial culture still operates within the psychological
architecture of an industrial past, where productivity was his-
torically associated with physical visibility, centralised su-
pervision, and tightly controlled workplace hierarchies. Those
assumptions emerged from factory-era models of labour and
production. Yet large segments of India’s modern economy
now function through knowledge networks, cloud infrastruc-
ture, collaborative technologies, and digitally distributed
intelligence.Many HR systems in the country continue to
operate under assumptions inherited from industrial-era
labour management rather than modern knowledge econo-
mies. The language itself often remains revealing. The term
“headcount” still dominates management vocabulary as
though human capability can be measured through physi-
cal aggregation alone — just as cattle or sheep are counted
in a field. Attendance often became a proxy for productivity
because many organisations never meaningfully redesigned
evaluation systems for distributed work environments.This
became especially visible in the corporate sector’s engage-
ment with younger professionals entering the workforce. Gen
Z employees increasingly value flexibility, mobility, and
greater control over work-life structures. Yet large sections
of senior management continue viewing such expectations
through a moral rather than structural lens. Conversations
around burnout, mental health, and work-life balance were
treated as peripheral concerns until the pandemic forced
companies to confront them directly.

Even today, many senior professionals casually dis-
miss younger employees as psychologically fragile or in-
sufficiently resilient. Such judgments ignore the scale of dis-
ruption shaping contemporary careers and livelihoods. Over
the past decade alone, technological transformation, plat-
form economies, automation, economic volatility, and now

generative Al have radically altered assumptions around
professional stability and long-term employability.Even
highly experienced professionals increasingly confront un-
certainty around skills relevance and career continuity. Ex-
pecting younger generations to conform unquestioningly to
older managerial assumptions without acknowledging the
transformed nature of work reflects intellectual laziness
rather than institutional maturity. The pandemic demon-
strated that substantial sections of India’s formal economy
could sustain continuity through distributed operational sys-
tems for prolonged periods.

Yet once the immediate health emergency receded,
most corporations moved aggressively toward restoring con-
ventional workplace structures. Some of that transition re-
flected legitimate organisational concerns involving collabo-
ration, mentorship, innovation, and institutional cohesion.
Certain functions involving client confidentiality, regulatory
obligations, or sensitive data environments will understand-
ably continue requiring secure physical workplaces.The fu-
ture of work will demand greater sophistication in manag-
ing distributed talent, asynchronous collaboration, digital ac-
countability and productivity architectures operating across
flexible environments. The challenge before HR leadership
is understanding how intelligence, creativity and high-skilled
work operate within technologically networked environ-
ments where productivity may not correlate directly with
physical visibility. If corporate India remains unable to
reimagine workplace systems, it risks carrying forward in-
dustrial-era managerial assumptions into a fundamentally
different technological economy.India’s metropolitan regions
already absorb enormous economic costs through conges-
tion-heavy commuting patterns involving fuel consumption,
lost productivity hours and transport inefficiencies. As India
urbanises at an extraordinary speed and its major cities
grow denser each year, questions of commute
sustainability, urban stress and transport resilience can no
longer remain peripheral to economic planning or workplace
design.

The psychological and physiological costs of urban
commuting remain dramatically under-recognised within
Indian policy and corporate discourse. Travel-related stress
rarely features meaningfully in urban planning conversa-
tions or workplace policy design. The implicit expectation
often appears to be that individuals should remain grateful
merely to possess employment, irrespective of the broader
quality-of-life costs attached to it.If substantial sections of
formal corporate India can reduce commuting intensity
through flexible work arrangements, it can ease pressure
on transport systems, fuel demand, and overstretched ur-
ban infrastructure while also improving employee well-be-
ing, reducing commute-related stress, and restoring pro-
ductive time increasingly lost to India’s expanding metro-
politan sprawl.The resistance to reimagining work also ap-
pears increasingly inconsistent with how rapidly Indian so-
ciety has already adapted to behavioural and technological
change in nearly every other sphere of life. Over the past
decade, consumers shifted from physical retail to e-com-
merce, from cash withdrawals to digital payments, from
standing in queues to app-based services, and from paper-
work-heavy transactions to instant digital interfaces.Indians
today comfortably shop, bank, invest, learn, entertain them-
selves and increasingly access healthcare through distrib-
uted digital ecosystems. Yet when it comes to knowledge
work, many organisations continue to behave as though
productivity remains inseparable from physical proximity
and office attendance. The contradiction is becoming harder
to defend in an economy that otherwise celebrates digital
transformation as a marker of modernisation and
efficiency.Corporate India now faces an uncomfortable but
necessary question: Is it prepared to reinvent the workplace
for the future, or will it continue managing a digital economy

PM Modi’s Europe trip begins today: What India
hopes to gain from better ties with Nordic countries

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is headed to Norway
for the third India-Nordic summit. He will then visit three
more countries — the Netherlands, Sweden and Italy. The
visit and the summit were planned in mid-May last year but
were postponed after Operation Sindoor.The Prime
Minister’s trip is part of India’s push to deepen ties with Eu-
rope, a process that has been going on for a few years now.
The engagement resulted in the India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) earlier this year, and is a larger attempt to
broaden alliances at a time when the US is no longer the
stable partner it was seen as.

In contrast to US President Donald Trump’s unprec-
edented unpredictability, Europe has positioned itself as a
reliable partner, shedding its past positions and hesitations
on engaging with India. New Delhi too has warmed up to
Europe, as it looks for capital for investment, destinations
for its people, and technology to power its growth.Next
month, PM Modi will again head to France for the G7 lead-
ers’ summit. With the Iran war adding to global uncertain-
ties, this engagement assumes greater significance.The first
India-Nordic summit was held in Stockholm (2018) and the
second in Copenhagen (2022), bringing together leaders of
India, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland. Only
the US holds an equivalent summit-level engagement with
the Nordics.The trade and investment logic is very impor-
tant, as the India-Nordic trade in goods and services reached
$19 billion in 2024 (exports $9.4 billion, imports $9.6 billion).
Over 700 Nordic companies operate in India, while 150 In-
dian companies are present in the Nordic region. The sum-
mit is expected to boost Make in India investment flows
and attract Nordic pension fund capital, reinforced by the
India-EU FTA, and the India-EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (TEPA) between India and the Eu-
ropean Free Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway, and Switzerland), which entered into force on Oc-
tober 1, 2025.Each Nordic country brings distinct strengths
— Sweden in industrial innovation and defence; Denmark
in maritime and green technology; Norway in blue economy
and Arctic; Finland in digital technologies; Iceland in geo-
thermal energy.With all five Nordic states as Arctic Council
members, the Summit also aims to establish a dedicated
India-Nordic Arctic cooperation mechanism.The Nordic
countries have consistently supported India’s Permanent
Membership in a reformed UN Security Council. Both sides
also share a strong alignment on Indo-Pacific security, Arc-
tic governance, climate action and the rules-based interna-
tional order — all important elements of cooperation in the
face of an unpredictable US and an assertive rising
China.The strategic and geopolitical context is that the Neth-
erlands today engages India not as a market alone, but as
a major power. The Dutch ecosystem of frontier technol-
ogy paired with India’s scale of deployment defines a part-
nership of “innovation meets scale,” visible most strikingly
in semiconductors, water, hydrogen and maritime technol-
ogy. Philips, a household name in India, is a Dutch
company.The Netherlands is India’s 11th largest trading

partner globally, 3rd largest export destination and the larg-
est in Europe, with FY 2024-25 trade at USD 27.8 billion. It
is India’s 4th largest investor with cumulative FDI of USD
55.6 billion, and Indian ODI to the Netherlands stands at
USD 28 billion, with over 300 companies present in India
and Netherlands. This partnership is expected to get a boost
with the India-EU FTA.During the visit, TATA Electronics
and ASML Netherlands are expected to sign an agreement
to equip a semiconductor fabrication plant in Dholera,
Gujarat.As India battles the crisis on energy supply, en-
ergy security and clean energy are expected to be part of
the agenda, as PM Modi, along with the PM of Netherlands,
will visit the Afsluitdijk Dam as part of India-Dutch collabo-
ration in clean energy, water management and sustainable
fisheries. This is an effort towards diversification from fos-
sil fuel.The strategic and geopolitical context is that Swe-
den invests over 3% of GDP in R&D and ranks consis-
tently among the top performers in the European Innova-
tion Scoreboard. It has taken one of Europe’s firmest posi-
tions on strategic de-risking from China, having removed
Chinese vendors from telecom networks and tightened re-
search-security norms, making India among its most con-
sequential strategic diversification partners in Asia.lt also
positions itself as a partner in Make in India, Trade, Invest-
ment and EU FTA gateway: since bilateral trade in goods
and services has reached USD 7.75 billion in 2025, with
over 280 Swedish companies operating in India. The visit's
centrepiece business event includes engagement with the
European Roundtable of Industries, opening up Europe’s
broader industrial leadership in the post-India-EU FTA
era.Defence and critical minerals is an important pillar of
engagement, as Saab is building its first Carl-Gustaf manu-
facturing plant outside Sweden at Jhajjar —India’s first 100%
FDI-driven defence manufacturing project.Sweden also
hosts one of Europe’s largest critical mineral deposits, a
natural opening for partnership in supply-chain sovereignty
for electric vehicles, semiconductors and defence
electronics.When it comes to technology, innovation and
clean industry, Sweden has expressed a strong desire to
collaborate with India in 6G, Al, quantum computing, life
sciences, healthcare and Digital India priorities, reflected in
the participation of over 80 Swedish companies at the Al
Impact Summit 2026.1t is the first standalone bilateral visit
by an Indian PM to Norway in 43 years.The strategic con-
text is that defence and maritime cooperation are a key pil-
lar of India-Norway ties. Indian shipyards now hold 11% of
the Norwegian Shipowners’ Association order book. Nor-
wegian tunnelling technology has powered the Char Dham
railway project.Norway’s GPFG, the world’s largest sover-
eign wealth fund with a corpus touching USD 2 trillion, has
invested close to USD 30 billion in Indian capital markets,
while Norfund remains active in Indian renewables. Bilat-
eral merchandise trade approximately US$1 billion in 2024-
25; India’s services exports to Norway US$876 million in
2024.PM Meloni’s first state visit after election was to India
in March ? she was Chief Guest at the Raisina Dialogue
and participated in the G20 Leaders’ Summit,
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How 48 injuries and a bike named ‘Chinnu’
exposed a shocking crime in Karnataka

February 16, 2016. For a small utensil shop owner in
Sringeri, it seemed like any other day. His 18-year-old
daughter, a first-year BCom student and his only child, had
an internal exam at college. As always, he dropped her off
before heading to work. Their routine was simple: after class,
she would either return home for lunch or spend the after-
noon at his shop before accompanying him home in the
evening. But that day, she never returned.When the shop
owner came home for lunch, his wife told him their daugh-
ter had not arrived. Initially, the family assumed she might
have stopped at a friend’s house. Calls were made to class-
mates and relatives. One of her friends told the family that
she had walked with her after the exam before the two sepa-
rated and went their own ways.

The father alerted the Sringeri police. Officers advised
him to file a missing persons complaint. What nobody knew
then was that the disappearance of the college student from
a family surviving on barely Rs 100 a day would soon be-
come one of the most disturbing crimes the region had
witnessed.Later that evening, attention shifted to an aban-
doned well located about 600 metres from a bus stand. In-
side lay the body of a young woman, her college bag still
strapped to her. Fire and emergency personnel were called
to retrieve the body.At first glance, the circumstances ap-
peared confusing. Mud covered much of her body, and
there were no immediately visible external injuries.
Bloodstains on her clothes led some villagers to speculate
that she had died by suicide. Family members pointed to
her menstrual health issues, while others suggested she
may have been distressed over her examination.

However, the scene raised doubts for Sudhir Hegde,
the then inspector and investigating officer at Sringeri po-
lice station, and now a deputy superintendent of police with
the Karnataka State Human Rights Commission.“The well
did not contain enough water for drowning. Her college bag
was intact. Several aspects of the scene did not fit the theory
of suicide. For an investigating officer, even a small doubt
cannot be ignored,” Hegde recalled.The police ensured that
an Unnatural Death Report was immediately registered and
that the body was sent for a detailed forensic examination.
That decision would ultimately change the course of the
investigation.

Karnataka rape murder Sudhir Hegde DySP Sudhir
Hegde, then the investigating officer on the case, noticed
that the well did not contain enough water for the student to
drown.The forensic evidence that exposed a hidden
crimeThe next 24 hours proved crucial in determining what
investigators were dealing with. As rumours of suicide
spread through the village, the father informed police that
her earrings and nose stud were missing. This prompted
investigators to also consider the possibility of robbery, and
a case of murder and robbery was registered while police
awaited the findings of the post-mortem examination.The
body was sent to Mangaluru, where forensic expert Dr
Haneil D’Souza, Associate Professor and District Medico-
Legal Consultant, conducted the autopsy. The findings dra-
matically altered the course of the investigation.Although
the body showed few obvious signs of violence when it was
recovered from the well, the post-mortem documented 48
injuries. Dr D’Souza carefully preserved crucial forensic
exhibits, including scalp hair, pubic hair, fingernail clippings
and fibre material recovered from the pubic region, for sci-
entific examination.The autopsy established that the 18-
year-old had been sexually assaulted before being stran-
gulated and smothered to death. It further revealed that the
abandoned well was not the scene of the crime but a loca-
tion used to dispose of the body and conceal the offence.

For investigators, the significance of the post-mortem
extended far beyond determining the cause of death. It ex-
posed a violent crime that had not been immediately appar-
ent at the scene and provided the first scientific roadmap
for the investigation.The challenge, however, was formi-
dable. There were no eyewitnesses, no CCTV cameras,
and no direct evidence identifying the perpetrators.How the
accused were trackedThe crime occurred in a remote area
between the jurisdictions of the Sringeri and Jayapura po-
lice stations. With no surveillance footage available, inves-
tigators relied almost entirely on fieldwork.Police teams be-
gan speaking to students, teachers, shopkeepers, labourers
and residents across neighbouring villages. During this ex-
ercise, investigators started hearing about earlier incidents
involving women that had either gone unreported or received
little attention.According to Hegde, investigators later dis-
covered that the accused had allegedly been involved in at
least two previous sexual assaults and one attempted as-
sault in the months preceding the murder. None of the vic-
tims had formally pursued complaints because of social
stigma and fear.“This is why reporting offences is impor-
tant. When incidents remain unreported, offenders begin to
believe they can continue without consequences,” Hegde
said.One of the most significant breakthroughs came from
a schoolteacher who had narrowly escaped an earlier at-
tack. Although she had reported the incident, it had occurred
outside the jurisdiction of the local police. After investiga-
tors circulated information to neighbouring stations, details
of the case surfaced from the Jayapura police limits.

The teacher told investigators that two men had at-
tempted to drag her into a forested area while she was wait-
ing at a bus stand. She escaped only because a relative
arrived unexpectedly.Karnataka murder rape accused
Santhosh R and Pradeep M were arrested on charges of
gang rape, murder, theft, and destruction of
evidence.Another lead emerged from a student who had
survived a similar encounter. The descriptions provided in-
dependently by both women closely matched. More impor-
tantly, the teacher remembered a distinctive detail about
the motorcycle used by the suspects. The word “Chinnu”
was written above the registration plate.Recognising the
value of the clue, Hegde personally visited the Regional
Transport Office and began tracing motorcycles matching
that description. The exercise gradually narrowed the field
and brought investigators closer to the suspects.

A second breakthrough came from a local farmer who
had met the two men shortly after the crime. He remem-
bered noticing injuries on one of the accused’s faces and
found the explanation offered for those injuries suspicious.To
investigators, those injuries were potentially significant be-
cause they supported the possibility that the victim had
fought back.Armed with these leads, the police moved
quickly.2 accused arrestedOne of the two accused,

Santhosh R, was arrested on February 17, less than 24 hours
after the crime. During interrogation, he allegedly confessed
to the crime. Investigators recovered the victim’s earrings
and nose stud. Rather than relying solely on the recovery,
police independently corroborated the evidence by collect-
ing photographs showing the victim wearing the same orna-
ments before her death.“l did not want to leave any room for
the defence to challenge the investigation. Every recovery
had to be independently established and scientifically sup-
ported,” Hegde said.The search for Pradeep M, another
accused, proved more dramatic. When officers located him,
he fled. Police personnel chased him across nearly 12
kilometres of rural terrain. At one stage, he boarded a bus
and appeared close to escaping.

The police alerted bus stands across the region and
deployed personnel to monitor passengers and vehicles.
Realising that arrest was becoming inevitable, Pradeep al-
legedly tried to die by suicide.Investigators rushed him to
get medical treatment and ensured he survived. After re-
covering, he was formally arrested on February 23.With both
accused in custody, investigators turned to the most critical
phase of the case—scientifically reconstructing the crime
and establishing an unbroken chain of evidence. The bio-
logical samples preserved during the autopsy were sent to
the Forensic Science Laboratory along with blood samples
collected from the accused.According to forensic reports
produced before the court, pubic hair recovered from the
victim matched the DNA profile of the first accused, Pradeep.
Investigators also found biological material belonging to the
second accused, Santhosh, beneath the victim’s fingernails,
indicating that she had resisted her attackers and physically
struggled during the assault.

The scientific evidence was further reinforced by medi-
cal examinations conducted by Dr Eldose T Varghese. Inju-
ries were documented on the bodies of both accused, in-
cluding injuries to their private parts. The doctor opined that
the injuries were consistent with violent sexual activity and
supported the prosecution’s version of events.

Together, the forensic findings enabled investigators
to reconstruct what had happened.The police concluded that
the 18-year-old was intercepted while returning home after
her exam by Pradeep, 28, and Santhosh, 20, both daily-
wage labourers from the region. The men were known to
the victim and had previously worked for her family.According
to the police, the accused dragged her to a secluded loca-
tion near the abandoned well. Pradeep sexually assaulted
her. The evidence indicated that by the time Santhosh at-
tempted to sexually assault her, she was already dead.The
forensic findings established that she had been strangled
and smothered. Investigators concluded that the motive for
the killing was to eliminate the only witness capable of iden-
tifying her attackers. The accused then disposed of the body
in the well in an attempt to conceal the crime and divert
suspicion.For investigators, the case became a striking ex-
ample of how forensic science could reveal details invisible
at a crime sceneThe prosecution still had to establish a com-
plete chain of circumstances linking the accused to the crime.

Over the following months, investigators assembled a
case built on forensic evidence, DNA analysis, witness tes-
timony, recoveries and circumstantial links. The final
chargesheet relied on 38 witnesses, 17 material objects, and
53 documentary exhibits.Among the evidence presented
were forensic reports, DNA findings, medical testimony,
witness accounts, recovery of stolen jewellery, and other
circumstantial material.

Investigators also collected the victim’s internal exami-
nation records. “We found that she had scored 92 marks in
the examination she wrote that day. That helped rule out
any theory that she had taken her own life because the exam
had gone badly,” Hegde said.Piece by piece, investigators
constructed a case designed to withstand judicial scrutiny.

The prosecution argued that no single item of evidence
stood alone. Instead, each component reinforced the oth-
ers. Witness statements pointed investigators towards the
suspects. Recoveries connected them to the victim. Medi-
cal evidence established sexual assault and homicide. DNA
evidence physically linked the accused to the crime. Inju-
ries on the accused supported the theory that the victim had
resisted.Viewed together, prosecutors argued, the evidence
formed an unbroken chain that left little room for any alter-
native explanation.Conviction and death sentence

On January 3, 2020, Principal District and Sessions
Judge Umesh M Adiga of the Chikkamagaluru Sessions
Court convicted Pradeep M and Santhosh R for gang rape,
murder, theft, and destruction of evidence.The court held
that the prosecution had successfully established a com-
plete chain of circumstantial, medical, and scientific evidence
linking both accused to the crime, adding that the investiga-
tion had no lapses.In its judgment, the court described the
offence as exceptionally brutal. It also observed that the vic-
tim, who had attended her college examination that day, had
her “colourful dreams” destroyed by the actions of the
accused.The judgment noted that she was sexually as-
saulted, strangulated, and smothered before her body was
thrown into an abandoned well in an attempt to conceal the
crime. “The acts of accused was brutal, shocking, heinous,
grotesque, diabolical, revolting or dastardly manner,” the
court observed.The court further stated that the crime had
not only devastated the victim’s family but had also gener-
ated fear among women and girls travelling through isolated
areas.Finding that the possibility of reformation appeared re-
mote and treating the case as falling within the ‘rarest of
rare’ category, the sessions court sentenced both accused
to death for murder under Section 302 read with Section 34
of the Indian Penal Code. They were also sentenced to 25
years of rigorous imprisonment for gang rape, along with
separate sentences for theft and destruction of evidence.As
required by law, the death sentence was referred to the
Karnataka High Court for confirmation. However, it has re-
mained pending for the past six years.For Hegde, however,
the significance of the case lies beyond the sentence. Had
investigators accepted the assumptions that emerged on
the day the body was found, the truth may never have sur-
faced.

Bachupally flyover likely to
open in second week of June

Hyderabad: The long-delayed Bachupally six-lane bi-
directional flyover in Cyberabad Municipal Corporation
(CMC) limits is likely to be thrown open to commuters in the
second week of June. It will become the first flyover to come
into operation after CMC was formed as a new civic body.

The Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority
(HMDA) Chief Engineer, B Ravinder, told ‘Telangana To-
day’ that the flyover will be inaugurated by the Chief Minis-
ter, A Revanth Reddy, tentatively on June 8. Arrangements
accordingly were being made.

The Kerala development model was
once looked up to. What went wrong?

A report recently unveiled by new Kerala Chief Minis-
ter V D Satheesan presents a grim picture of the state’s
financial health, showing that it trails the national average
across most crucial parameters.This is a state that once
boasted the most sought-after growth model in India. The
decline, however, did not happen overnight.Satheesan, a
Congress leader who is also the state’s Finance Minister,
wrote in the report’s preface: “The purpose of this report is
not to revisit the past in a spirit of criticism, but to under-
stand the challenges before us with clarity and
objectivity.”Long before Arvind Kejriwal’s “Delhi model”,
Nitish Kumar's “sushashan” (good governance) in Bihar and
Narendra Modi's “Gujarat model”, there was the Kerala
model of economic development.In the 1950s, it had the
country’s highest population growth rate. By the 1970s, it
became one with the lowest. This was not all. Over the next
two decades, Kerala achieved levels of social and economic
development — better health, education and quality of life
— that not only surpassed other states but rivalled influen-
tial countries.What's more, Kerala achieved all this with
much lower levels of income. In 1996, its per capita income
was one-hundredth of the US’s. Despite this, it had a Hu-
man Development Index (HDI) score of 0.775, close to the
US’s 0.925 and well above India’s 0.45 — and without the
kind of coercion that countries such as China employed.

What ails Kerala government finances?

However, over the past several years, Kerala’s model
has lost its sheen. The telltale sign has been the worsening
state of the state government’s finances.Simply put, with
each passing year, the state has had to borrow more just to
meet the gap between its expenses and its revenues. What's
worse is that the bulk of this money goes towards paying
salaries and pensions.This means very little is left to spend
on developmental areas (such as health and education) or
building the state’s productive capacity (also called capital
expenditure).As a result, despite having one of the most
educated populations, Kerala has some of the highest lev-
els of unemployment, especially for women.The table be-
low shows how far Kerala’s fiscal position has slid relative

to the national average on some of the most important
metrics.Kerala metrics Kerala’s fiscal position has slid rela-
tive to the national average on some of the most important
metrics. Outstanding liabilities refers to all the debt that the
state government has to pay back. Kerala’s outstanding
liabilities as a percentage of its total economic output (gross
state domestic product, or GSDP) is at 35%. The national
average is around 29%. Not surprisingly, Kerala also has
a very high interest burden thanks to its past loans. The
next three metrics show that despite having high levels of
borrowings, the state is stuck in a cycle of using the bulk of
its money just to pay salaries and pensions, etc. This is
what is called committed expenditure. This leaves it with
a much lower amount of money to spend on development
— say providing better health, education and welfare. Fi-
nally, the state is also unable to spend enough on creating
new productive assets. Capital expenditure lags far behind
the national average.The state government’s report sums
this up. “Kerala has been violating the basic tenet of ‘bor-
row to invest, growth will repay’ in a big way, weakening the
growth generating capacity.”

What has the new UDF government’s proposed?

Part of the solution is to address the wastage in ex-
penditure and to make the administration more efficient.
Some of the solutions discussed in the report include rais-
ing the retirement age to the same level as the Union gov-
ernment. This move is expected to cut down on the pen-
sion bill.Similarly, it is proposed to have pay commissions
only once in ten years, just like the Union government
does.Public-sector enterprises (PSE) will also come under
stringent review. The report finds that Kerala has the larg-
est number of PSEs among the Indian states and “the ma-
jority of them are making losses”. This is draining state
finances that could otherwise be put to more productive
use.One, to shift from production subsidies to consump-
tion subsidies. In other words, instead of subsidising PSEs,
let them compete in the market, and let the government
directly provide subsidies to those who are too economi-
cally weak to consume goods at market prices.The sec-
ond idea is to privatise the non-strategic PSEs. This is also
in line with the thinking of the 1991 economic reforms.Yet
another body that has been draining state government fi-
nances is the Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board
(KIIFB). It was established in 2016 to raise financial re-
sources from the market through innovative methods.

In reality, it is raising funds at a rate much higher than
the state government. Additionally, there are serious ques-
tion marks over KIIFB’s financing priorities. The report finds
that just three districts — Kannur, Thiruvananthapuram and
Ernakulam — account for 50% of all money released. “Nei-
ther human development indices nor economic need indi-
ces provide an obvious justification for this concentration,”
notes the report.The report also recognises that “there is a
limit to how much we can address the problem by tighten-
ing our belts” and states that the “best way forward is to put
in place measures to promote growth, investment and
employment”.This, in turn, “would entail significant reform
in laws relating to agriculture, land reforms, building of skills
and start-ups in industry, creation of reasonably priced in-
dustrial infrastructure, expansion of tourism, services (par-
ticularly IT and Al) in collaboration with industry and strongly
developing our coastal network”.

Why Congress ups ante in Karnataka, bets big
on DKS as Siddaramaiah remains in the game

What worked for D K Shivakumar, popularly known
as DKS, who took oath as the new Chief Minister of
Karnataka Wednesday, seemed to be a calculation made
by the Congress high command that he will pull out all stops
to spearhead the party to power in 2028 again.Having been
a CM aspirant for several years — and worked relentlessly
towards achieving this goal — Shivakumar, 64, is unlikely to
be satisfied with being the CM for only two years, and could
be expected to go into an overdrive. Before becoming the
“richest CM”, DKS had already shown his mettle as an
organiser, fund mobiliser, troubleshooter and a backroom
strategist for the party. Now he will be called to put these
skills into full use in the run-up to the 2028 Assembly elec-
tions to show that he can deliver infrastructure projects in
Bengaluru, ensure adequate funds for the party’s promised
“guarantees”, and catch the imagination of Gen Z with good
governance.

Shivakumar’s predecessor Siddaramaiah, the 78-
year-old two-time CM, had earlier maintained that he would
not contest the next election. That could have been just a
message to the Congress leadership to let him complete
his entire tenure in his second term. Rahul Gandhi supported
him essentially because as the Congress’s tallest OBC
leader in the state, his credentials were in sync with the
politics the former has sought to pursue nationally around
the themes of caste census and social justice.

For the Congress, which has virtually become a party
of the South, it has become a make-or-break battle to retain
Karnataka. While the party wrested Kerala from the Left
Front, and retains Telangana, where CM Revanth Reddy
seems to have doubled down on his outreach to the masses
— in @ manner compared with the late Y S Rajasekhara
Reddy’s efforts in united Andhra Pradesh — the real chal-
lenge for the party lies in retaining Karnataka.Barring
Karnataka, the BJP has so far not managed to come to
power in other southern states. So the BJP will also try to
tap into any “anti-incumbency” in Karnataka to mount its
bid to return to the helm two years down the line.Karnataka
becomes more important for the BJP in the wake of its de-
bacle in recent Tamil Nadu elections, where the Congress
has returned to government after six decades, as a junior
partner of Vijay’s TVK. The grand old party dumped its old
ally and ex-incumbent DMK with which it had fought the
elections. The new alignments in state politics that Vijay’s
win has triggered have yet to crystallise.

While the DMK is distancing itself from the INDIA bloc
—there are reports about the Dravidian party’s “back chan-
nel talks” with the BJP — Vijay has shown no hurry to join
the Opposition grouping, even though the Congress is its
key ally now.When Vijay recently came to Delhi on his first
official visit as the CM, he called on PM Modi besides meet-
ing Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. However,
he wrapped up his Delhi visit and returned to Chennai with-
out meeting Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.These were
seen as straws in the wind, to indicate that the political
newbie, despite his stunning electoral success, may choose
to tread with caution now and not upset the Centre in any
way. The point remains that Vijay does not have a majority
on his own in the Assembly. The Congress, which has only
five MLAs, may also have to guard its flock closely — it could
be early days for the party to celebrate in Tamil Nadu.

Given the Congress’s high stakes in the South, the

party high command has lately displayed more prudence in
its decision making in the region. As in Kerala, where Rahul
Gandhi was initially leaning towards his confidant, AICC
general secretary (organisation) K C Venugopal, becoming
the CM, he finally agreed on the candidature of V D
Satheesan for the top job.lt was Satheesan who, as the
Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Kerala Assembly, had
been seen by people as the face of the Congress-led UDF’s
fight against the incumbent Left, even though Venugopal had
the support of a majority of MLAs.In Karnataka too, as DKS
became increasingly restive for the post he had been prom-
ised under a rotational chief ministership deal, months after
Siddaramaiah completed his half-way mark, the Congress
leadership decided to bell the cat. Rahul and Venugopal had
initially been in favour of Siddaramaiah’s continuance while
Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra reportedly supported the need for a change. Eventu-
ally, all came on the same page — and it was DKS.

In Karnataka, the changing of guard was a smooth af-
fair, unlike Rajasthan where the Congress leadership could
not get its way in 2022. The then Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot
upstaged the AICC observers who had been sent to Jaipur
to name Sachin Pilot as his successor, who was also prom-
ised chief ministership in the second half of the government.

However, Siddaramaiah chose to play his cards differ-
ently from the way Gehlot had done. He saw the writing on
the wall and made way for his deputy — and that is not an
easy thing to do. The senior leader embraced his junior, dis-
playing impeccable optics, and earning public sympathy,
along the way.But this did not mean that Siddaramaiah was
calling it quits. By accepting the caste census just before
his exit, he has left a hot potato for his successor — to imple-
ment it and risk the unhappiness of his own Vokkaliga com-
munity, or to put it on the backburner and provoke the wrath
of the backward classes.Cast in the old school mould,
Siddaramaiah chose to make his moves politically. He said
he was not interested in a Rajya Sabha seat or moving onto
the national stage, making it clear that he would continue as
an MLA in the state. However, on the eve of the DKS’s
swearing in as the CM, he was appointed a member of the
Congress Working Committee (CWC).Unlike Siddaramaiah,
Shivakumar is not considered a mass leader. He also does
not enjoy the support of a caste alliance that Siddaramaiah
has had in the form of AHINDA, comprising sections of back-
ward classes, dalits and minorities, which has stood the
Congress in good stead.The Vokkaliga group makes up
more than 10 % of the state’s population and is concen-
trated in the old Mysore region that accounts for 61 Assem-
bly seats. The community has so far looked up to former
PM H D Deve Gowda, the JD(S) chief, and his son and
Union minister H D Kumaraswamy, as their key leaders.

The elevation of DKS may make the JD (S)
vulnerable.There are already reports that a worried
Kumaraswamy may consider returning back to state poli-
tics to keep his flock together and consolidate the JD(S)’s
vote base.The situation is in a flux, but Karnataka may be
heading towards a more bipolar politics.It is evident from
the ministers inducted in his Cabinet, several of them close
to Siddaramaiah, that DKS realises the importance of keep-
ing his predecessor placated for his government’s success.
Power sharing may well be the name of the game. And the
“doer” DKS has his task cut out.
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Govt waives import duty
on cotton till October 30

The government on Saturday announced removal of
11% duty on cotton starting June 1 till October 30 to boost
cotton availability for India’s textile industry amid the ongo-
ing West Asia crisis.This is the second time in the last 12
months that the duty has been removed.A similar relief mea-
sure was extended to the industry last year after the US
imposed steep tariffs on Indian exports.The Ministry of Tex-
tiles said that the temporary duty exemption is expected to
reduce input costs across the textile and apparel sector,
thereby providing a targeted relief to manufacturers and con-
sumers, while also keeping the interests of domestic farm-
ers in mind.

“Overall, the measure is anticipated to have a positive
impact on the performance of the domestic textile industry,
especially the small and medium enterprises, ensuring better
availability of cotton in the market,” the ministry said.The
government move comes after industry executives high-
lighted that the price of cotton has surged nearly 10-15%
during the last month alone due to hoarding, as cotton de-
mand picked up in line with other input materials, particu-
larly polyester.

Domestic fuel prices have also begun to rise as the oil
marketing companies have started passing on the surge in
global crude oil prices to consumers.Apparel Export Pro-
motion Council (AEPC) Chairman A Sakthivel had earlier
this month asked the government to eliminate the duty due
to high cotton prices and rising input costs.In a presenta-
tion made to the Finance, Commerce and Industry and
Textile Ministry, AEPC said that India has recently entered
into several Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), but compet-
ing countries have lower input costs.

Mithileshwar Thakur, Secretary General AEPC said,
“The temporary exemption of Customs duty and Agricul-
ture Infrastructure and Development Cess on Cotton im-
ports from June 1, 2026 to October 30, 2026 will lead to
reduction of input costs across the textile and apparel sec-
tor besides improving the availability of cotton, thereby pro-
viding much-needed relief to the downstream industry, which
have been facing challenges due to the sharp increase in
cotton and yarn prices.”Confederation of Indian Textile In-
dustry (CITI) said import duty was resulting in costs going
up across the value chain and having a detrimental impact

on scaling India’s textile and apparel exports. India’s textile
exports are dominated by cotton.India is the second-larg-
est cotton producer after China, but relies on imports for
about 15% of its raw cotton and about 20% of its yarn to
meet demand.

India’s cotton production has been declining, with ex-
perts blaming it on a range of policy failures. They said that
cotton production has stagnated for years largely due to a
lack of new seeds, modern irrigation facilities, and frequent
pest attacks and diseases.Unlike several other competi-
tors, such as Bangladesh and Vietnam, India is one of the
largest producers of cotton and farmers’ interests weigh on
the duty-related decision.Apparel manufacturers have said
that some investments that had begun going out of the coun-
try due to tariffs have started to come back.An industry ex-
ecutive, who did not wish to be named, said the sector is
also seeing European investments coming into India as they
are trying to diversify away from Bangladesh.“Bangladesh
has signed an FTA with the US and is also seeking a deal
with the EU, as India’s duty disadvantage will be eliminated
soon when the deal comes into effect,” the executive
said.AEPC said that the textile industry’s cotton require-
ment for the current year is projected at around 337 lakh
bales, while cotton arrivals for the 2025-26 season are es-
timated at only 292.15 lakh bales, resulting in a supply-de-
mand gap of nearly 45 lakh bales.The shortfall is expected
to increase pressure on spinning mills and downstream tex-
tile industries due to rising input costs and limited availabil-
ity of quality raw material, the Export Promotion Council
said.

No Al play: Declining trend of
India’s MSCI weight continues

MSCI’s quarterly rebalancing of its global benchmark
indices has long attracted the interest of global investors,
triggering inflows and outflows across markets. For ex-
ample, its latest rejig — which came into effect on Friday —
triggered a sharp sell-off in the Indian stock markets late in
the session, with benchmark indices ending 1.5% down
from Thursday.“Indian Equity Market has witnessed mas-
sive activity from the FPIs on the day of MSCI rebalanc-
ing,” Nilesh Shah, Managing Director at Kotak Mahindra
Asset Management Co, posted on X on Friday, adding that
Foreign Portfolio Investors accounted for around 69% of
the total turnover of Rs 2.87 lakh crore on National Stock
Exchange.

The indices provided by New York-based MSCI, for-
merly Morgan Stanley Capital International, are keenly eyed
by investors across the world because they dictate the flow
of capital, especially passive funds that closely track the
weights assigned to regions, countries, and companies.
Friday’s rebalancing saw India’s weight in the Global Stan-
dard index edge down to 12.3% from 12.4%.Announced
earlier in the month on May 13, while the rebalancing saw
the number of Indian companies in the index remain un-
changed at 165, four were removed (Hyundai Motor India,
Jubilant Foodworks, Kalyan Jewellers, and Rail Vikas
Nigam) and four others were added in their place: Federal
Bank, Multi Commaodity Exchange of India, National Alu-
minium, and Indian Bank.

Meanwhile, India’s weight in the Emerging Markets
(EM) index has been on a downward trend since peaking
around 21% in September 2024 and now stands at 11.94%,
behind the likes of Taiwan (24.84%), China (23.05%), and
South Korea (18.69%). And these rankings do a good job of
telling the entire India story: it has no Al play, while its Asian
rivals are leading the world on the back of eye-popping in-
creases in key company’s share prices. In fact, only a few
days ago, Taiwan overtook India and became the fifth most
valuable stock market in the world in terms of market
capitalisation.“The catalyst? Al. Specifically, the scale of
Al-driven demand for semiconductors,” MSCI noted on
Wednesday. “Taiwan’s semiconductor industry accounts
for 16.2% of the index on its own, contributing to IT’s surge
to nearly 37% of EM, up from 31.8% just one month earlier.
For investors, broad EM exposure today is structurally dif-

ferent than a year ago, with more technology, more semi-
conductors and a more direct stake in the global Al build-
out,” it added.

Leading the charge for Taiwan has been Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Co, the world’s largest chipmaker,
whose share price has more than doubled in the last one
year. Just how dominant is TSMC? One of only two non-
US entities in the world’s top-10 most valuable companies
— the other being Saudi Aramco — TSMC makes up more
than 40% of Taiwan’s benchmark Taiex index. At 14.21%,
TSMC on its own has a greater weight in MSCI's EM index
than India.lt’s not just Taiwan that has benefitted from the
Al boom. A day after Taiwan overtook India in the world’s
largest stock markets, South Korean semiconductor manu-
facturer SK Hynix saw its market capitalisation top $1 tril-
lion. This was just a few days after fellow Korean firm
Samsung also crossed the $1 trillion mark. Together, the
market cap of Samsung and SK Hynix is almost half of the
Kospi index. These two companies are also the second
and third biggest constituents of the MSCI EM index, ac-
counting for 10.08% of it. The Indian companies with the high-
est weight are HDFC Bank and Reliance Industries, both at
0.79%.The absence of an Al play in India was earlier viewed
as a contrarian strategy. Now, it's a glaring weakness. And,
in conjunction with the rupee’s fall, it's showing up in how
FPIs are behaving: so far in 2026, they have pulled out $24.1
billion from Indian stock markets. This is on top of having
pulled out $18.9 billion in 2025. In 2024, FPIs’ net bought a
mere $124 million of Indian shares. As such, since the start
of 2024, FPIs have net sold $43 billion of Indian equity.

Inflation outlook warrants ‘vigilance’, consumption
may face headwinds: Finance Ministry report

GNS News Agency, June 6

In its report on Saturday, the finance ministry took note
of the divergence between India’s retail and wholesale in-
flation in April: 3.48% and 8.3%, respectively.In its report on
Saturday, the finance ministry took note of the divergence
between India’s retail and wholesale inflation in April: 3.48%
and 8.3%, respectively.Consumption demand in India may
face headwinds in the coming months with economic con-
ditions beginning to show the impact of the conflict in West
Asia, the Ministry of Finance said on Saturday, warning that
while the near-term outlook is one of “cautious resilience”,
policy will need to “remain agile across monetary, fiscal,
and structural dimensions” to tackle the ongoing uncertainty
and that inflation developments warrant “vigilance”.“For In-
dia, these external pressures are beginning to transmit,
selectively but perceptibly, into domestic economic condi-
tions,” the finance ministry said in its Monthly Economic
Review report for May, adding that the moderation in core
sector growth and fuel consumption “signals that global
headwinds are gradually finding their way into select seg-
ments of domestic activity.”“With forecasts pointing to a
below-normal monsoon and a likely moderation in economic
activity, overall consumption demand may face headwinds
in the coming months,” it further said. It separately said a
significant rainfall deficit along with the current geopolitical
conditions could translate into food inflation, weakening ru-
ral demand and aggregate growth.According to data re-
leased on May 20, growth of India’s eight core industries —
namely coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertilisers, steel, cement, and electricity — fell to 1.2% in
March and 1.7% in April. Meanwhile, the India Meteorologi-

cal Department on Friday cut its monsoon forecast to 90%
of the Long Period Average from 92% projected in April.
The latest forecast is the lowest by IMD in the last 20
years.The comments by the finance ministry that policy will
need to be “agile” and the inflation outlook warrants vigi-
lance come days before the Reserve Bank of India’s Mon-
etary Policy Committee announces its interest rate deci-
sion on June 5. After having cut the policy repo rate by 125
basis points (bps) to 5.25% in 2025, the MPC has left it
unchanged so far in 2026 amid sharply higher global en-
ergy prices due to the war in West Asia, which has led to
foreign investors pulling money out from Indian financial
markets to the tune of $24.2 billion since the conflict began
in late February. This has exerted tremendous pressure on
the Indian rupee’s exchange rate, pushing it down to mul-
tiple all-time lows. Earlier this month, it nearly breached the
97-per-dollar mark, before it was propped up by sustained
RBI intervention in the foreign exchange market.

‘Don’t mix rice and roti’: 5 ways
families can manage diabetes at home

Managing diabetes within a household often comes
down to the small, everyday choices that can either help
regulate blood sugar or make it harder to control. Dietitian
Shweta J Panchal highlighted how simple tweaks to daily
routines and meals can have a lasting impact when a fam-
ily member is dealing with diabetes. “When someone in your
family has diabetes, small changes can make a huge dif-
ference,” she explained in her Instagram post, before shar-
ing five practical tips that anyone can adopt at home.

From adjusting meal timings to being mindful of food
combinations, her advice focuses on achievable lifestyle
shifts. She suggested, “Sprinkle cinnamon on fruit — it helps
control sugar levels. Finish dinner by 7 PM — late meals
can spike your blood sugar. Walk after meals — take a 10-
minute walk after eating, even if it's just at home. Don’t mix
rice and roti in the same meal — it overloads your sugar.
Start every meal with some fibre — it slows down sugar
absorption.”The science behind combining two carb sources
in the same meal and its effect on blood glucose?Kanikka
Malhotra, consultant dietitian and diabetes educator, tells
indianexpress.com, “Imagine your blood sugar as a bucket
— adding both rice and roti at one meal is like pouring in
water from two taps at once, quickly filling (or even over-
flowing) that bucket. Both are carb-rich, and when eaten
together, they push sugar levels up faster than we realise.
Instead, choose only one carb and fill your plate with more
sabzi (veggies) or dal — your glucose trends will thank you,
and itisn’'t as hard as it sounds.”

How effective are small lifestyle tweaks compared to
larger dietary overhauls in managing diabetes within fami-
lies?

Small tweaks, Malhotra mentions, such as adding a
pinch of cinnamon (which may improve insulin sensitivity)
or walking after meals (which helps move glucose into

d

muscles), can have measurable effects. Studies show a
15-30% reduction in post-meal sugar spikes with these
habits.She informs, “However, their impact plateaus if un-
derlying dietary habits remain unchanged. Families often
overlook the fact that incremental changes reinforce con-
sistency and can improve glycemic control over time, some-
times as much as a major overhaul when adopted regu-
larly.”

How critical is meal timing for diabetes management,
and does it vary depending on an individual’s routine or
metabolism?

Malhotra says, “Early dinners work because insulin
action and glucose metabolism are tied to circadian
Rhythms, late-night meals prompt higher nighttime sugar
and poorer fasting levels. For many, shifting dinner from 9
pm to 7 pm can lower fasting glucose by up to 10-15 mg/
dL.” However, metabolism varies: night-shift workers or late
risers may adjust timing for the best effect. It's not just the
clock but the alignment with sleep-wake cycles that mat-
ters. Continuous glucose monitoring confirms the impact
of timing even when meals are identical, concludes the ex-
pert.

Rajeev Khandelwal on growing soursop tree for
mom during cancer battle; oncologists react

Rajeev Khandelwal recently revealed that he started
growing soursop at home after learning about its supposed
anti-cancer benefits while his mother was battling the dis-
ease. “Alot of people won’t know what this is. This is sour-
sop. Like ramphal, sitaphal...this is of the same category.
This is grown in Goa. When my mother was going through
cancer...it started with somebody telling me to boil sour-
sop leaves and making her drink it. So, | used to get it.
Then | thought, why not grow the fruit myself? My mother
was alive then. The tree is still there, and the fruit is
mindblowing,” he told Curly Tales in a conversation.His
mother, Vijay Laxmi Khandelwal, passed away in 2018 af-
ter battling ovarian cancer for a year and a half.To verify if
soursop leaves support cancer treatment, we reached out
to oncologists.

There is growing interest in foods and plants that are
believed to have medicinal properties, especially among
families dealing with cancer. Dr Jeyhan B. Dhabhar, medi-
cal oncologist and cancer expert, Head and Neck Cancer
Institute of India (HNCII), underlined why families seek op-
tions beyond conventional medicine during difficult times.
“When someone close is battling cancer, people naturally
look for hope in foods, herbs, or remedies discussed online.
Soursop or graviola has become one such fruit because of
claims linking it to cancer prevention or treatment. What is
important to understand, however, is that ‘promising’ does
not mean ‘proven.” Certain compounds in soursop have
shown anti-cancer activity in laboratory studies, but these
are very early findings. So far, there is no strong clinical
evidence in humans showing that soursop can cure can-
cer or replace standard treatment. No major oncology guide-
line currently recommends it as a cancer therapy,” said Dr
Dhabhar.

Experts urge that at present, there is no scientific evi-
dence from large human studies suggesting that soursop
can replace chemotherapy, radiation, surgery, or any es-
tablished cancer treatment. “Many online claims tend to
exaggerate early research findings, which can create false
hope for patients and caregivers during an emotionally vul-
nerable time,” Dr Anil Heroor, director, oncological sciences,
KIMS Hospitals, Thane.

Can cancer patients safely include soursop in their
diet?

As a fruit, soursop can be consumed in moderation
like many other natural foods, “provided the patient has no
specific dietary restrictions”. “But it should be viewed as
part of a balanced diet and not as a medical therapy. Ex-
cessive consumption, especially in supplement or extract
form, may also carry health risks, including possible effects
on the nervous system that have been highlighted in some
studies,” said Dr Heroor.

What is the biggest concern doctors have about health
claims?

The real concern is delay, pointed out Dr Heroor. “Some
patients postpone proven treatment while exploring alter-
native remedies, and in cancer care, timing can significantly
impact outcomes. Supportive nutrition, emotional well-be-
ing, and healthy lifestyle habits do play an important role
during treatment, but they should complement modern on-
cology care, not substitute it,” Dr Heroor stressed.Cancer
treatment is highly individualised. “What works for one pa-
tient may not work for another, which is why treatment de-
cisions should always be guided by evidence and medical
supervision rather than social media trends or anecdotal
experiences.”Concurring, Dr Vivek Bande, surgical oncolo-
gist, TGH Onco-Life Cancer Centre, Talegaon Dabhade,
stressed that patients shouldn’t depend only on soursop
leaves or herbal remedies for cancer treatment. “Cancer is
a serious disease that requires proper medical care, such
as surgery, chemotherapy, radiation therapy, immuno-
therapy, or targeted treatment, depending on the type and
stage of cancer. Delaying or avoiding proven medical treat-
ment can make the disease more dangerous and reduce
the chances of recovery. Some people may use soursop
leaves as a supportive or complementary approach. How-
ever, self-medication is not recommended because herbal
products can sometimes interact with cancer medicines or
cause side effects such as nausea, low blood pressure,
dizziness, liver problems, or nerve-related issues, which
can worsen a patient’s condition and affect overall treat-
ment outcomes. Patients should focus on medical treat-
ment such as surgery and chemotherapy, which remain
the most important and effective approach for cancer man-
agement,” said Dr Bande.Patients and families should feel
comfortable discussing any alternative therapies or supple-
ments with their oncologist so that care remains safe, in-
formed, and coordinated.“Modern cancer care is increas-
ingly holistic. Nutrition, emotional support, physical activity,
and mental well-being all play an important role. But these
measures are meant to support evidence-based treatment
— not replace it. Patients should always discuss any supple-
ments or alternative remedies openly with their oncology
team before trying them,” said Dr Dhabhar.

Why you may be struggling to sleep
in AC rooms amid heatwave

Even with AC on, many people may be struggling to
sleep amid the rising heatwave. But why does this hap-
pen?

According to Dr Aniket Mule, consultant, internal medi-
cine, KIMS Hospitals, Thane, people often think that turn-
ing on the air conditioner will solve sleep problems. “How-
ever, sleep is affected by more than just feeling cool. Dur-
ing heatwaves, the body is exposed to high temperatures
for long periods during the day. This can impact hydration
levels, stress hormones, the body’s temperature control,
and overall comfort,” said Dr Mule.For quality sleep, the
body needs to lower its core temperature. “Heatwaves can
interrupt this process. Even in an air-conditioned room, the
body may need time to relax enough for sleep,” said Dr
Mule.

Dr Mule explained that very cold temperatures can be
uncomfortable and disrupt sleep rather than help it. “Some
people set their AC to very low temperatures, thinking colder
is better, but too much cooling can make the body feel dry.
It can also lead to nasal irritation, throat discomfort, muscle
stiffness, or waking up repeatedly during the night.”Dry air
from long-term AC use can also cause dehydration, espe-
cially if people haven’t drunk enough fluids during the day.

Are there other reasons behind poor sleep during
heatwaves?

Being exposed to heat during the day can leave people
feeling exhausted but not relaxed. “Dehydration, headaches,
fatigue, changes in appetite, and mild stress can hurt sleep
quality. Some people also find they are more restless and
wake up more often.”

What can people do to sleep better?

Good sleep involves
more than just cooling the
room; it’s also about giving
the body enough time and
the right conditions to wind
down

The focus should be on comfort, not extreme cooling.
“Keeping the AC at a moderate temperature, staying well-
hydrated throughout the day, avoiding heavy meals close
to bedtime, and keeping a regular sleep schedule can help.
Good sleep involves more than just cooling the room; it’s
also about giving the body enough time and the right condi-
tions to wind down,” said Dr Mule.
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Virat Kohli ruled out of Afghanistan ODI
series, replaced by Yashasvi Jaiswal

GNS News Agency, June 6

Virat Kohli was officially ruled out of the upcoming ODI
series vs Afghanistan later this month after failing to recover
from a hamstring injury and will be replaced by Yashasvi
Jaiswal in the squad, chief selector Ajit Agarkar told report-
ers during a press conference at the BCCl headquarters.

“With Virat, at this point, it’s just been less than a week
since he injured himself in the finals. We will assess him
(but) we don’t know the timelines yet. Yashasvi will be his
replacement. But it looks like he (Kohli) might be fit for that
England one-day series (in July) but again, it’s not a defini-
tive answer. So, don’t hold me to it. | haven’t had a clear
timeline from the physio yet,” Agarkar said.Kohli had suf-
fered the injury while playing the Indian Premier League fi-
nal at Ahmedabad vs Gujarat Titans. He had slammed 75
and was adjudged the man of the match as he guided Royal
Challengers Bengaluru to their second IPL title.Jaiswal,
meanwhile, has only played four ODIs since making his

debut against England in February 2025. The left-hander had
scored a match-winning 116 — his maiden ODI ton —
against South Africa at Visakhapatnam.The three ODIs will
be played at Dharamsala, Lucknow and Chennai on June
13, 17 and 20 respectively.

Meanwhile, BCCI secretary Devaijit Saikia said former
skipper Rohit Sharma will be heading to the Centre of Ex-
cellence in Bengaluru where all-rounder Hardik Pandya is
nearing completion of his rehabilitation.“Hardik is in COE
Bangalore. He is going to a rehabilitation programme and
very soon he will go for the final phase (of recuperation) and
will be in the process of clearance,” Saikia said.Pandya has
been named in the ODI squad to face Afghanistan but he
was omitted from squads to tour Ireland and England, and
for the Asian Games keeping his workload in the 50-over
format in mind.Former skipper Rohit, who also now plays
only the one-dayers, too suffered a hamstring injury during
the IPL which restricted his appearances for Mumbai Indi-
ans to just nine matches this season.“As far as Rohit is con-
cerned, he is also visiting COE in two or three days’ time.
We are following a process for each player who is suffering
from any kind of injury and what is the rehabilitation
programme.“They have to be finally cleared from the COE
to our technical team here. So, the process is on and we are
awaiting their final fitness clearance,” Saikia added.Updated
Indian squad for ODIs against AfghanistanShubman Gill (c),
Rohit Sharma, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shreyas lyer (vc), KL
Rahul (wk), Ishan Kishan (wk), Hardik Pandya, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Washington Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep
Singh, Prasidh Krishna, Prince Yadav, Gurnoor Brar, Harsh
Dubey.

Shubman Gill, KL Rahul score centuries
against Afghanistan in one-off Test

India skipper Shubman Gill slammed his 11th Test
century on the opening day of India’s one-off Test against
Afghanistan on Saturday at Mullanpur. The India captain took
138 deliveries in an innings studded with 11 fours and 1 sixe
to get to his milestone.Meanwhile, KL Rahul also scored his
12th Test ton before falling to Rahman Sharifi in the third
session.Earlier, Sai Sudharsan was graceful and edgy in
equal measure during an attractive innings of 81 while KL
Rahul was a picture of confidence during his unbeaten 81
as India reached 209 for 2 at tea on the opening day of the
one-off Test against Afghanistan.

Sudharsan, who enjoys the vote of confidence of head
coach Gautam Gambhir, got two reprieves — but missed

out on what would have been his maiden Test
hundred.Veteran Rahul, who also led a charmed life, blended
caution with aggression to inch towards his 12th Test hun-
dred in his 68th appearance in whites.At the break, skipper
Shubman Gill (20 batting) looked in great touch with four
boundaries to his credit. The Rahul-Sudharsan duo added
139 runs in 185 balls but credit should go to the Tamil Nadu
southpaw for showing a lot of intent during his knock.There
were occasional misses and the edges that flew through
the vacant zone between the keeper and first slip, which
otherwise should have been taken.But Sudharsan showed
his mastery with most of his 13 boundaries coming through
the mid-wicket region. However, the straight drive off pacer
Mohammad Saleem was a treat to watch.Rahul survived
what looked like a clear nick in TV replays but the bowling
team didn’t appeal for caught behind.Rahul played some
gorgeous strokes while defending dourly on a seemingly flat
track against an Afghan attack that looked decent without
being threatening.His innings had nine boundaries and, save
the edge that wasn’t appealed for, Rahul showed great de-
fensive technique and was hardly bothered by the Afghan
bowlers.Earlier, Yashasvi Jaiswal couldn’t capitalise on a
good start as India treaded cautiously to reach 96 for 1 at
lunch. Jaiswal was dismissed in the most innocuous
fashion.Right-arm pacer Saleem’s delivery bounced a shade
extra and Jaiswal tried to tuck it off his hips towards fine leg
but only managed to tickle it to keeper Afsar Zazai.

Neymar skips Egypt friendly as
MRI to decide World Cup fate

GNS News Agency, June 61

Neymar stayed behind in New Jersey on Friday as
the rest of the Brazil squad travelled to Cleveland for
Saturday’s friendly against Egypt, the last warmup before
their World Cup opener.The number 10 is recovering from
a grade two calf strain picked up during the preparation camp
in Teresdpolis on May 27. Coach Carlo Ancelotti confirmed
at a press conference that Neymar will undergo an MRl on
Monday. “He’s doing a great job individually. If everything
is alright, he’ll be able to train with the group next week,”
Ancelotti said.

The medical team had projected a two-to-three week
recovery window when the injury was first diagnosed. A
clean scan on Monday would put him back in group training
with time to spare before Brazil's tournament opener against
Morocco on June 13 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey.
Ancelotti has said he expects Neymar fit for that match, but
added that if not, he would be ready for the second group
game against Haiti on June 18.

The decision not to send him to Cleveland was practi-
cal — no training is scheduled there, and a three-hour round
trip was considered unnecessary load for a player in active
recovery. He will continue physiotherapy and conditioning
work while the squad plays.In Cleveland, about 50 fans
greeted the arriving delegation at the hotel. Most players

went straight inside, but Endrick, Raphinha, Casemiro,
Marquinhos, Matheus Cunha, Fabinho and Danilo stopped
to sign shirts and take selfies. Casemiro, speaking to re-
porters earlier, captured the mood in camp: “The doctor has
made it clear his recovery is progressing day by day. We're
all eagerly awaiting his return.”

Brazil face Egypt at Huntington Field on Saturday at
7pm Brasilia time before returning to New Jersey immedi-
ately after.On the sidelines, Neymar remained unbothered
by outside noise. When a friend flagged that France’s
Michael Olise had said he couldn’t name the best Brazilian
player, Neymar’s response was short: “| saw that. It's part
of the game.”

Agarkar on Suryakumar’s sacking as
India captain: ‘In best interest of the team’

GNS News Agency, June 6

Suryakumar Yadav’s time as India’s T20I captain has
officially come to an end with chairman of selectors Ajit
Agarkar announcing Shreyas lyer as the new skipper in
the format. Just as significantly, Suryakumar has been ex-
cluded from the squads that were announced on Saturday
for India’s upcoming tours of Ireland and England and the
2026 Asian Games later this year.The selectors insisted
the decision was not taken lightly, especially given that he
had led India to a T20 World Cup title only a few months
ago. The move appears to have been driven by a combina-
tion of long-term planning and the desire to begin a fresh
cycle under a new captain. Agarkar acknowledged that re-
moving a World Cup-winning skipper was a tough decision,
but they had to make the call keeping the future in mind.

“With regards to Surya, obviously it’s a tough one having
just won the World Cup. But as it happens, after most World
Cups, we try and reassess what the best way forward is.
Partly his own form, but also looking at the next two-year
cycle or a little bit more than two years now till the next
World Cup. We thought this was the best way forward,”
Agarkar said.Agarkar confirmed that discussions were held
with Surya before the decision was communicated, but de-
clined to reveal the details of those conversations.When

pressed on whether Surya’s IPL form had influenced the
decision, Agarkar suggested the move was part of a broader
review rather than a judgment based on a few months of
cricket.“He was a captain who was doing really well, even-
tually ending up winning the World Cup. It's not the easiest
sort of discussion to have. But | don’t necessarily think IPL
form dictated it. There were always a lot of conversations.”

Agarkar reiterated that the decision was ultimately
made with the future in mind.

“We know he’s the captain and he just won the World
Cup, so it's not the easiest conversation when you want to
tell Surya that. But we’re doing everything in the interest of
what the team needs going forward.”

If this signals the end of the line fo SKY in international
cricket, it brings the curtains down on one of the greatest
ever careers for India in the format. SKY has scored 3272
runs in 113 T20Is at a strike rate of 162.98 and average of
36.35 with four centuries and 25 half-centuries.

He is India’s third highest run scorer in the format, only
behind Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma.That future will now be
shaped by lyer, who inherits a talented side and the respon-
sibility of leading India into a new T20 World Cup cycle. With
the selectors opting for change despite recent success, In-
dian cricket has made its choice. The Surya era is over; the
lver era has begun

‘Well-deserving’: Agarkar on why
Shreyas Iyer is India’s new T20I captain

India entered a new era in T20I cricket on Saturday
with Shreyas lyer replacing Suryakumar Yadav as captain,
with the latter’s reign coming to an end despite having lead
the country to a T20 World Cup triumph in his last assign-
ment just over two months ago. In a move that signals a
clear shift in direction ahead of the next global cycle, the
selectors not only handed lyer the leadership role but also
omitted Surya from all three T20l squads announced on
Saturday.

The decision was among the most significant
takeaways from the BCCI’s selection meeting, which un-
veiled squads for the Ireland and England T20I series as
well as the Asian Games. While the selection of teenage
sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi grabbed plenty of atten-
tion, the leadership change marked the beginning of a fresh

chapter for India’s shortest-format side. The chairman of se-
lectors, Ajit Agarkar, said lyer had built a compelling case
for the role through his leadership record and consistent per-
formances over the last few years.

“With regards to Shreyas, we have seen what he has
done over the last few years. Leading different franchises,
won finals once and probably had a tougher season this year
after a great start. So, we have seen everything that a cap-
tain possibly can,” Agarkar said.He also highlighted lyer’s
consistency as a batsman and the fact that he had remained
on the selectors’ radar even when he was unable to break
into India’s T20 setup regularly.

His own performances have been really good. He was
quite close to winning the World Cup squad as well. Obvi-
ously, Surya was still there. There was no room for him. He
is, in my opinion, a standout candidate with enough experi-
ence now having played in the T20 format.”Agarkar repeat-
edly stressed that lyer’'s appointment was based on merit
rather than being a reactionary decision.“Like | said, Shreyas
is a well-deserving captain,” he said.lyer’s elevation comes
after a period in which he has not played a T20l in two-and-
a-half years despite strong performances in franchise cricket.
Agarkar revealed that competition for places had often
worked against him.“He was very close to always being in
the team over the last couple of years. It's just that Surya
and the spots that he bats were there, and he couldn’t find a
spot. So, now that he’s found a spot, | think he’s earned it.”

‘Say Ronaldo lacks talent or Messi
didn’t work— you never trained’

MbappOn the Messi-Ronaldo debate, Mbappe pushed
back on the idea that one represents talent and the other
hard work. e on Messi, RonaldoOn the Messi-Ronaldo de-
bate, Mbappe pushed back on the idea that one represents
talent and the other hard work. Kylian Mbappe, who scored
a hat-trick in the 2022 World Cup final against Argentina,
one of the greatest individual performances in the
tournament’s history, has revealed he has never watched
the match back and has no intention of doing so.

“If | watch it, it can wake demons,” Mbappe said in an
interview with Sorare, a fantasy football platform. “We lost.
You have to move on.”The France captain said it was prob-
ably the best World Cup final ever played. “In terms of en-
tertainment, in terms of the occasion, the scenario, | don’t
think there has been anything better. It ended on penalties,
which is the most brutal thing possible for a supporter or a
player. It was going to be historic either way, whether Leo
finally won his World Cup or we did the back-to-back.”

The goal he says he has rewatched most in his ca-
reer, though, is a relatively obscure one: a toe-poke against
Lyon in the Coupe de France early in his career. “The ball
was neither to the right nor the left. So I hit it with the pointu
[toe-poke] and it went straight in. | loved that goal. | watched
it many times.”"Mbappe pointed to the Champions League
last-16 first leg against Manchester City in 2017 as the mo-

ment his career shifted. “It was my first Champions League
start, knockout stage, the competition everyone watches.
There was a before and after that match. After that | be-
came a regular starter, got called up for France, and every-
thing moved fast.”At Monaco, he credited two players above
all others. Bernardo Silva, he said, was the most gifted he
had seen there. “Extraordinary technical quality, game in-
telligence, always one step ahead, and still raw at that point.”
For what he learned, he pointed to Falcao. “He was the
captain, the star, the reference point. But he was at a stage
in his life where he wanted to pass things on, and | had my
ears wide open. For a young striker, starting alongside
someone like that, technically and as a human being, is
everything.”

On the Messi-Ronaldo debate, Mbappe pushed back
on the idea that one represents talent and the other hard
work. “That is something said by someone who has never
put on boots to train every day. If you can tell me Ronaldo
has no talent or Messi hasn’t worked, you have never
trained a day in your life.”

Having played alongside Messi at PSG and grown up
idolising Ronaldo, he refused to separate them. “They are
truly different. Everything opposes them, right foot, left foot,
tall, short. That's what made the rivalry so good.”On pres-
sure, Mbappe said he needs it. “l need to feel the adrena-
line, the tension. When you play for a big club, you don’t
just have to win, you have to perform every time. There is
no right to make mistakes. That stimulates me.”On retire-
ment, Mbappe said the decision must come from the head,
not the body. He described watching football with his younger
brother and realising that players he had admired were seen
as finished by the next generation simply because they
stayed too long. “You have to stop when you no longer have
the complete motivation to be part of the very best. That's
when you stop.”

Asked which opponent he would most want to face at
this World Cup, he named Ronaldo. “I think it will be his
last. Or Neymar’s. After this, they won’t be able to play it
anymore.”

From banned teenager to England tour:
Prince Yadav’s unlikely journey to India cap

GNS News Agency, June 6

“Mayank Yadav ek Indian player hai. Avesh Khan In-
dian player hai. Mohsin Khan, woh bhi India khel sakta hai.
Sachin Tendulkar ka ladka Arjun bhi hai. Tera number kaise
padega?’Ram Niwas Yadav had been counting names. He
knew what each one meant. His son Prince was some-
where in the Lucknow Super Giants pace pack, trying to
find his way past four established names ahead of him. The
IPL contract the previous year had not settled the father.
He’d seen how these things ended.It has not ended the way
he feared. On Saturday, Prince Yadav was named in India’s
T20I squad for the tours of Ireland and England, the latest
step in a journey that has moved faster than anyone in
Dariyapur Khurd could have imagined. He had already
earned a maiden ODI call-up for the Afghanistan series last
month. Now he is going to England.Ram Niwas, a retired
ASI from the Railway Protection Special Force, remembers
the afternoon Prince called home before boarding the team
bus during the IPL, as he did every match day, to say he
had been picked for India for the first time. “Mere samajh
main nahin aa raha itni jaldi yeh sab kaise ho gaya,” he
said. | cannot believe how this could happen so quickly.

Prince grew up in Dariyapur Khurd, a quiet village on
the southwestern edge of Delhi. His cousin Vikram, the first
in the family to study at an English medium school, had
named him. He wanted something different for his nephew,
a name that didn’t fit the village. No academies. No family
history in cricket. The only reference point in the area was
Virender Sehwag from Najafgarh, 15 kilometres away. Ram
Niwas’s salary as a railway security officer was not built for
chasing a dream that might never arrive.“He had this junoon
for cricket. But we were from Dariyapur Khurd. | couldn’t
give him money to chase something that might never come.
| told him, force, police, something solid. He passed the
Delhi Police physical. He wouldn’t take the written
exam.”"When Ram Niwas pushed, Prince pushed back.
“Agar 145-150 kph main ball daalta, toh kaun mujhe
rokega?” If | bowl at 145-150 kph, who is going to stop me?
The father had no answer for that. He had only fear.

The phrase that kept coming back to him was the one
he’d say to Prince’s mother Santosh: Tum Prince ko bigaad
rahi ho. You’re ruining him by letting him play. Santosh said
nothing. She kept watching her son cross half the city on
public transport before dawn, bowl for hours at Amit
Vashisht's academy near Shastri Nagar, and come home
exhausted to go again the next morning. They didn’t have a
scooter. Prince went anyway.

Ram Niwas lay awake those years. His son was

twenty, twenty-one, bowling in a village while boys his age
were in uniform or climbing bureaucratic ladders. A railway
pension, a government structure, the fixed thing. That safety
was not available to Prince. Vashisht, whose academy sat
walled by jamun trees, saw the talent from the first session.
A born talent who just needed to switch mentally from rub-
ber to leather.Then came 2019. Prince, then 18, fudged his
age to play Delhi U-19s, cutting four years off his papers.
The BCCI found out and handed him a two-year ban. “Bas,
iska khel khatam. His cricket is finished. Why would any-
one give him another chance?” Ram Niwas thought.The
lockdown arrived and swallowed those two years. When
Prince came back in 2023, he was a net bowler. That was
the ceiling Ram Niwas could now see.

The Delhi Premier League in 2024 changed everything.
Representing Purani Dilli-6, the side led by Rishabh Pant,
Prince took 13 wickets including the first hat-trick in DPL
history. LSG bid Rs 30 lakh at the IPL auction in Novem-
ber. The family sat in front of the television. When the auc-
tioneer called his name, the wrong face appeared on screen,
a batter from Ghaziabad. After two phone calls, the confu-
sion lifted. By midnight, the entire village knew.This IPL sea-
son, Prince took 11 wickets in six games for LSG, finishing
ahead of Mohammad Shami in the franchise wicket-taker
list. Chief selector Ajit Agarkar explained the selection sim-
ply: “He had a good Vijay Hazare Trophy, backed that with
the IPL performance.”’But the moment that made him na-
tionally known came earlier, with a single delivery to Virat
Kohli. The backstory belongs to Kohli himself. In an earlier
meeting during the league, Kohli had advised Prince to de-
velop an inswinger. Prince worked on it. And when they
met again in the middle, he used that exact ball to breach
Kohli’'s defence and bowl him out.“The entire village cel-
ebrated,” Ram Niwas said. “Aur woh bhi aise waise nahin,
bowled karke liya hai, farak padta hai.” Not just any wicket.
He bowled him. That makes a difference.Saturday’s selec-
tion for the Ireland and England T20I tour puts Prince in a
15-man squad led by Shreyas lyer, alongside Arshdeep
Singh, Harshit Rana and Mohammed Siraj. From Dariyapur
Khurd to an England tour.Ram Niwas sits quieter these days.
The trophies line the living room wall. His wife Santosh
moves past him toward the kitchen without saying anything.
She does not need to. She had been saying it for years.|
was wrong,” Ram Niwas says. “l told him cricket would
leave him with nothing. | didn’t believe the dream was pos-
sible from a village like ours.”

He pauses. “An India shirt. That's what | want for him
now.” He has one. And he is taking it to England.
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I watched Obsession. The CBFC watched it too and  Bobby Deol says *heartbreak’ of being replaced in Jab We
decided what other adults could see

| walked into the theater to watch Obsession com-
pletely blind. No trailers, no plot synopses, no algorith-
mic hype. And for two hours, | was utterly transfixed. Itis a
terrific, deeply unsettling film layered with complex psy-
chological undercurrents.Curry Barker’s film, made in 20
days on a $750,000 budget by a 26-year-old YouTube
filmmaker, is a horror film about Bear (Michael Johnston),
a music store employee who buys a supernatural toy
called the “One Wish Willow” and wishes for his friend
and co-worker Nikki (Inde Navarette) to love him. The
wish is granted. And then everything goes terribly, horri-
bly wrong.The wish didn’t amplify any feeling — it over-
rode her entirely. The real Nikki remained trapped inside
her own body, occasionally breaking through when she
could overpower what was controlling her, before being
pushed back down again. Her affection curdles into some-
thing obsessive, erratic, all-consuming. The film isn’t
about a supernatural curse. It's about the violence of con-
trol — what it means to have your autonomy taken, and to
watch someone collect on that theft while calling it love.

My post-film high didn’t last long. Scrolling through
Instagram on my way home, | came across a reel about a
sex scene between Bear and Nikki. People in the comments
were disturbed by it; calling it difficult to watch. Saying it
was the scene where you first understand — clearly, with-
out room for misreading — that Nikki is not a willing partici-
pant. That the wish has not changed her feelings for Bear
but it has taken her autonomy and she is trapped inside her
own body.Obsession A still from Obsession

I had no memory of this scene. Then there is another
one, later in the film, there is a scene where Sarah is killed
by Nikki. Her face is barely recognisable, her features de-
stroyed, her eyes protruding out. | had wondered in the the-
atre: how did she end up like that? Nikki had only banged
her head against a car window. The leap in damage made
no sense. I'd filed it away and moved on. The reel told me
what | had missed: the scene of Nikki smashing Sarah’s
face repeatedly into a brick had been cut. | had watched the
consequence without the cause, the wound without the
weapon.| dug further. The Central Board of Film Certifica-
tion had deleted 38 seconds from Obsession before clear-
ing it for Indian theatres. Fourteen seconds of “graphic
sexual activity.” Twenty-four seconds of “extreme violence.”
And they had already rated the film ‘A’.

Let's be precise about what was cut and why it
matters.The sex scene sits inside a montage — a warm,
domestic sequence showing Bear and Nikki’s relationship
growing in the weeks after the wish. It is supposed to look
like love. And then, for just a few seconds, the film cuts to
them in bed. Bear is there. And Nikki’s face — turned to-
ward the camera, carries a look of traumatic detachment.
Hollow. It is a fleeting shot, almost easy to miss. But it
reframes everything around it. What looked like a relation-
ship suddenly looks like something else entirely. That is
why viewers who saw the uncut version found it so difficult
to watch. This is for the first time you understand Nikki’'s
captivity and it also shows you Bear’s wilful blindness. That
is when the audience stops seeing him as a lovesick fool
and starts seeing him for exactly what he is. Though just a
few seconds long, without it you spend much longer in the
film giving Bear the benefit of the doubt and reading Nikki's
entrapment as something else entirely. The scene makes
you see both of them clearly, much sooner than the film
would otherwise allow.The CBFC did not cut a steamy
scene. They cut a scene that was saying something. A
scene through which the filmmaker, no matter how briefly,
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was making a point — giving you his vision of who these
people are and what is really happening between them.And
they did it to a film that they had already rated ‘A’ — meant
for adult audiences. They looked at this film and said —
yes, this is for grown-ups — and then in the same breath
decided that grown-ups cannot be trusted with the grown-
up content that makes the film what it is.What exactly is the
point of an adult certificate if the adults are still being pro-
tected from the film?

Dhurandhar: The Revenge — Ranveer Singh’s block-
buster sequel, ‘A’ certified — came back from the CBFC
with 21 cuts. Violence reduced, abusive words half-muted.
They were not muted, they were half-muted. As actor-di-
rector Deepak Tijori pointed out publicly: what is the logic of
muting the first syllable of an abuse but not the second?
The same film, fully uncut, was already on OTT. The CBFC
policed the theatre while the internet watched the real ver-
sion.

Then there is Punjab ’95. Diljit Dosanjh’s film about
Jaswant Singh Khalra, drawn from judicial records and CBI
findings, has been stuck with the CBFC since December
2022, with 127 cuts demanded. The director said if cuts are
implemented, “only the trailer will be left.” Among the de-
mands: change Khalra’s name, call the Punjab Police just
“Police,” don’t mention Indira Gandhi. It still has no Indian
release date. The very people whose history it tells cannot
seeit.

And then there’s Santosh. The Shahana Goswami film
has been to the Cannes film festival, it was Britain’s official
Oscar entry, and was BAFTA nominated, but was blocked
entirely because the CBFC'’s cuts were so sweeping the
filmmakers called them impossible to implement without
destroying the film. Goswami said it plainly: “The CBFC is
meant to be a board of certification, not of censorship.” That
sentence contains the entire problem.The CBFC was never
supposed to be a moral guardian. It was supposed to be an
age-classification body. Look at a film, decide who it’s ap-
propriate for, stamp it accordingly. That is the whole job. It
should not decide what adults can process emotionally, to
sand down the sharp edges of difficult art, to snip out the
scenes that challenge or confront. And yet that is exactly
what it does — year after year, film after film, 14 seconds
here, 38 seconds there.Obsession is a film about a woman
imprisoned inside her own body by a wish someone else
made for her. The deleted sex scene was a few seconds
tucked inside a montage of what looked like love — and in
those few seconds, Nikki’s face tells you everything the
rest of the montage is trying to hide. The deleted violence
scene was the moment that horror becomes physical and
irreversible.

Suman Kalyanpur, the gentle voice
of Hindi cinema, passes awa

There may be no better endorsement for a woman
playback singer than being mistaken for Lata Mangeshkar.
There possibly cannot be a longer shadow to live under
either. For most of her career, playback singer Suman
Kalyanpur lugged both.Whether it was the playful ‘Na na
karte pyar’ (Jab Jab Phool Khile, 1965), the longing in ‘Ajhun
na aaye baalma‘ (Saanjh aur Savera, 1964), the soft ro-
mance of ‘Na tum humein jaano’ (Baat ek Raat ki, 1962) or
the exuberance of the utterly delightful ‘Aaj kal tere mere
pyar ke charche’ (Brahmachari, 1968), Kalyanpur came to
be known as a singer without any excess and with a clear
and clean tone. On May 31, Kalyanpur passed away at her
residence in Mumbai’s Lokhandwala. She was 89 and had
been unwell for a little over a month. She will be cremated
at 2 pm in Mumbai’s Santa Cruz on Monday.

Mangala Khadilkar, who wrote Kalyanpur’s biography
in Marathi, confirmed the news to The Indian Express. “It
happened around 8 pm. | am going to remember what a
gentle person Suman tai was. As for her voice, its sweet-
ness was so different, soft, gentle and touched your heart
instantly,” said Khadilkar.Back in the 1960s, Mumbai’s mu-
sic industry was producing songs at an astonishing pace
and quality, creating what would later be remembered as
the golden age of Hindi film music. This was also the time
when the world of playback singing was dominated by the
Mangeshkar sisters: Lata and Asha. Kalyanpur, somehow,
naturally sounded like Mangeshkar and was extremely dili-
gent and sharp in terms of hitting the notes. When
Mangeshkar was abroad or unavailable, or if the producers
could not afford her rate of Rs 100 per song, or if the song
suffered because she refused to sing with Mohammand
Rafi over royalty issues, Kalyanpur, ‘the other Lata’ as she
was called, was asked to come in. In fact, Na tum humein
jaano was recorded with Kalyanpur because SD Burman
was not speaking to Mangeshkar at the time.

In a rare interview with this writer, Kalyanpur once said
of the comparison, “In my college days, | used to sing Lata
ji’'s songs. Meri aawaaz nazuk aur patli thi (My voice was
fragile and thin). Also, when Radio Ceylon relayed the songs,
the names were never announced. Even the records some-
times gave the wrong name. Maybe that caused more con-
fusion. Shreya Ghoshal’s voice is also thin, but can people
go wrong now? We were living in different times then,” she
said in 2016. It was a conversation that took months of
convincing.Kalyanpur sang two duets with Lata before her
own songs became popular. Kabhi aaj kabhi kal in the Balraj
Sahni-starrer Chand (1959) was a Hemant Kumar
composition.Growing up in a pre-Partition Mumbai,
Kalyanpur was the eldest of five sisters. The girls growing
up in a conservative house sang because they couldn’t play
outside. Her parents loved bhajans. But singing could be
done at home. She was still a teenager when some
neighbours asked her to sing for Ganpati Mahotsav. After
listening to her, another one of her neighbours, DB Jog,
asked her to sing for his Marathi film Shauchi Chandni

a

1

e

(1953). That got Kalyanpur inside a recording studio. Jog
was her father’s friend and permission was granted. The
film, however, never took off.At 16, when she was a stu-
dent at Sir JJ School of Art, noted singer Talat Mehmood
heard her sing at a college function and “gave shabaashi”.
He then put her in touch with the recording company HMV.
Despite the equivalents of A & R managers of today calling
her voice “amateurish”, Kalyanpur bagged a song in
Darwaaza (1954) and debuted alongside Mehmood with the
delicate and melodious Ek dil, do hain talabgaar. The film
was produced by Ismat Chughtai and people noticed. This
was followed by Chhodo chhodo mori baiyaan (Miya Bibi
Raazi, 1960), Na tum humein jaano (Baat Ek Raat Ki, 1962),
Mere sang ga, gunguna (Janwar, 1965), and Tumne
pukaara aur hum chale aaye (Rajkumar, 1964), among
others.“Post Independence, everyone was really excited
to do something. My father also agreed about me singing
but accompanied me to every recording. It was quite con-
servative at that time as people talked quickly,” says
Kalyanpur, who, after getting married in 1958, was accom-
panied by her husband to every recording session.When
Kalyanji Anandji’'s Na na karte pyar came out, Mangeshkar,
many people thought, had woven her magic once again.
Soin the late '80s, when Doordarshan, in its famous show,
Chhaya Geet, attributed the song to singers Lata
Mangeshkar and Mohammad Rafi, no one batted an eye-
lid. Kalyanpur’'s daughter Charul called up the Prasar Bharati
office and requested them to rectify the error. “No one be-
lieved me. It sounded like Lataji’s,” said Charul Hemmady
to The Indian Express.Her last popular number in the in-
dustry was Behna ne bhai ki kalai pe (Resham Ki Dori) in
1974. She sang about 100 songs for composer Usha
Khanna. She also sang for composer Anu Malik and Bappi
Lahiriin the ’80s but soon bowed out of the industry in 1986,
after singing for almost 100 films. Her final song, which was
for the film Love 86, actor Govinda’s debut, was never re-
leased. Laxmikant Pyarelal didn’t use her version. They
rerecorded it in Alka Yagnik’s voice.. She did do an HMV
album in 1997, rerecording her old numbers, but the album

Met made him a ‘better actor’

Actor Bobby Deol will be seen as a has-been star in
Anurag Kashyap’s thriller Bandar, slated to release in
cinemas on June 5. The role has parallels to Bobby’s
real-life acting career, given he bounced back after years
of lows with films like Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s 2023 family
crime drama Animal, and shows like Prakash Jha’'s Ama-
zon MXPlayer crime drama Aashram and Aryan Khan’s
Netflix India directorial debut The Ba***ds of Bollywood.
In a recent interview, Bobby reflected on how he used the
“hate” and “anger” from a challenging period in his life to
become a “better actor.”

One of the major setbacks in Bobby’s low career
phase was when he was replaced by Shahid Kapoor as
the male lead in Imtiaz Ali’s 2007 seminal romantic com-
edy Jab We Met. Even though Bobby had gotten Imtiaz
as well as the leading lady, Kareena Kapoor, on board,
and was actively pitching the film to production houses,
he realized later that one of those banners made the
same film with the same director and the same leading
lady, only replacing Bobby as the male lead with
Shahid.“That story is done now. We’re friends. My heart
got broken because | needed a film like this during that
phase of my career,” Bobby Deol said on Aap Ki Adalat.
“I had great confidence in Imtiaz since the time when he
was making Socha Na Tha with Abhay. When | watched
the rough cut, | was so taken in and excited by his work. |
though he’s such a good director, | should work with him,”
he added.Imtiaz Ali made his feature directorial debut
with the 2005 rom-com Socha Na Tha, starring Bobby’s
cousin Abhay Deol, in his acting debut, opposite Ayesha
Takia. The film was produced by Bobby’s father and leg-
endary actor Dharmendra’s production house Vijayta
Films, and supervised by his elder brother and actor-
filmmaker Sunny Deol.

“That's when we first decided we’d make a film to-
gether. But when your market position isn’t good, nobody
backs you. So much time passed trying to get the film started.
The production house | pitched it to said Imtiaz is a very
expensive director. But the same production house ended
up making the film with Imtiaz, and with the same heroine
I'd gotten on board,” recalled Bobby Deol.“These things do
happen. It never happens that only good things happen to
someone,” reasoned Bobby, adding, “When | began work-
ing on myself, | decided the hurt and anger I've gone through

should become my strength. Because you can't just keep
crying about it. These things made me a better person and
a better actor. I've only learnt from them. | don’t have any
qualms with anyone.”Bobby Deol previously opened up
about the Jab We Met incident during an appearance on
Raj Shamani’s podcast Figuring Out last year. “l was heart-
broken. | was not getting work. | was doing films with cer-
tain directors... They were typical Bollywood films. | have
nothing against Imtiaz. | love the guy; he’s one of the most
talented directors we have in the industry. | guess, in that
moment in his career, he was also insecure and had to
make choices. But it happened in a bad way.”However,
Imtiaz Ali’s side of the story is slightly different. “Socha Na
Tha got over, but | still didn’t make the film for two years
because | wanted Bobby to start it (Jab We Met). But he
was getting other offers from big directors, so he was wait-
ing for that to happen. He kept postponing my film, but then
a time came when | didn’t find it correct because a lot of
time went by,” the filmmaker told The Lallantop in 2023.

Nargis called relationship with Raj Kapoor a
‘horrible nightmare’: ‘Made me feel disgusting’

Nargis was all of 16 when she met Raj Kapoor, a
22-year-old budding filmmaker who was still trying to put
together the first film of his newly built RK Studios. As is
well documented, they fell in love, even though Raj was
married to Krishna Raj Kapoor. Their relationship existed
in their utopian world but the bubble burst when Nargis
realised that this relationship was a lost cause. For a star
of her stature, she found that her opportunities were start-
ing to decrease dramatically in the mid-1950s, and even
at RK Studios, she wasn’t getting the kind of work that
had first gotten her recognition.

Other banners often looked to Raj, as if to seek his
permission, before casting Nargis. She had also come to
the difficult realisation that Raj was never going to leave his
wife, and while this broke her heart, she had snapped out of
the lovesick state that she had been locked in for almost a
decade. This was right around the time when Mehboob Khan
offered her Mother India, a role that carved her name in
Hindi cinema’s history, and it was on this set that she met
the love of her life, her future husband, Sunil Dutt. Threat of
Raj Kapoor drove Sunil Dutt-Nargis to keep their relation-
ship a secret

In the film, Sunil was playing Nargis’ son and the two,
along with Rajendra Kumar, would hang out together. When
a fire broke out on the set of the film, Sunil rescued Nargis
and in the days that followed, Nargis fell in love with him.
Sunil’s burns were much worse than hers and she sat by
his bedside for days to look after him. The kind exchanges
between the two made her understand the true meaning of
love and within a fortnight, they knew that they wanted to
get married.

Raj’s bruised ego and the shock that Nargis had cut
ties with him were a lot to bear for him. He, too, had been
madly in love with her and could not understand what led to
her sudden decision. Raj was an influential figure in
Bollywood at the time, while Sunil was just a newcomer.
With the power play involved in the film industry, which was
just as ugly back then, Sunil and Nargis did not want to risk
anything.Despite living in the same city, they decided to
write letters to each other so no one could spot them to-
gether. Nargis was scared of her brother Akhtar Hussain,
who had been physically violent with her because of her
alliance with Raj. Sunil and Nargis also didn’t want to
jeopardise his career, as they were playing mother-son in
Mother India, and any news about their romantic relation-
ship could harm the film even before its release. Many of
those letters, and some parts of Nargis’ journals, are docu-
mented in Kishwar Desai’s book Darlingji: The True Love
Story Of Nargis & Sunil Dutt.

‘Relationship with Raj Kapoor was a horrible
nightmare’Sunil, in later years of his life, revealed that in
these letters, they addressed each other as ‘Pia’ and ‘Hey
There’, or sometimes as ‘Marilyn Monroe’ and ‘Elvis
Presley’. Nargis felt that she could be completely honest
with Sunil, even with regard to her failed relationship with
Raj. Sunil had created such a safe space for her that she
comfortable to open up about her fears. She confessed to
him that her relationship with Raj was on “razor’s edge” to-
wards the end and she could feel herself “desperately” try-
ing to hold on to it. Describing it as a “horrible nightmare”,
Nargis said that she was “in hell.” She felt like her love was
a “beautiful plant which wanted to bloom but could not be-
cause there was poison in the soil” and told him that Raj
“had started making me feel disgusting even to myself.”

After meeting Sunil, Nargis felt she could finally breathe
again. Here was a man who was honest and dependable,
and even though he was yet to become a successful movie
star, it did not matter to her. In one of her letters, she told
Sunil that she had found love after “so many years of mis-
ery.” She had convinced herself that she was in love in the
past, but had just realised that it was “just lust and passions
from the other side, and | satisfied it at the cost of my
life.”Sunil was well aware that Nargis was a star, and he
was yet to become someone noteworthy. During this phase,
he was constantly in awe of her and often wondered how a
superstar of her stature was so simple. When Sunil’s sister
suffered from tuberculosis, Nargis put her life on hold and
took care of her. “l knew she was the one | wanted to be

with. She could be with my family. They had been through
a lot and she could put a smile on their face,” he shared in
the 1991 documentary named Nargis.

Sunil and Nargis had found each other but many
around her were constantly sowing seeds of doubt in her
head. Director Mehboob Khan felt that Sunil was using her
to get ahead in his career, but Nargis paid no attention to
his remarks. After her mother Jaddanbai’s passing, Nargis
had become the sole earner of the household, where she
had to take care of her brothers and their children. In one of
her letters, she told Sunil that she was “being forced to work
because | need the money. My heart is not in my work
anymore. | feel quite fed up... | want to go away from India
so badly, but | find no way.”

When Nargis broke up with Raj, gossipmongers in the
industry started badmouthing her. When one such story
reached Sunil, she told him that they would say anything to
malign her image. She described Raj as a “bad dream” and
said she was “not concerned with him anymore.”

Even though Nargis did not wish to work anymore,
she had to continue for she wanted to protect the future of
her nephews and nieces. During this time, she went to
Moscow to shoot for director KA Abbas’ Pardesi, an Indo-
USSR collaboration which starred her with the Soviet actor
Oleg Strizhenov. She and Sunil had been together only for
a few months and were writing to each other every day.
Raj, who was yet to come to terms with this break-up, was
still sending her telegrams, trying to claw his way back into
her life. While in Russia, the memories of the time she spent
with Raj rushed back, but Nargis stood her ground. “All of
them were asking about Raj. | am so fed up with answering
them,” she wrote to Sunil.She had found stable support in
Sunil but while in Moscow, he felt that she was surrounded
by “Raj’'s men”. Art director Madhu Achrelkar pushed her
to work with Raj again and said that they were “destined” to
work together. Director KA Abbas also pushed her to work
with Raj again, but she ignored his suggestions. Meanwhile,
Raj would constantly check with the crew and enquire about
Nargis’ whereabouts. Sunil was naturally worried as Nargis
told him that her work was being delayed, and he had heard
rumours that Raj was on his way to Russia, just so he could
meet her. “My love, my only worry is that you are alone,”
he told her.Sometimes, their letters to each other wouldn’t
reach on time, and Sunil would start panicking. To reas-
sure him, Nargis told him that after her parents died, she
“trusted Raj” but he “after exploiting me, did not bother about
me.” Nargis reaffirmed to Sunil that Raj was history for her,
but it was then that Raj left her shocked with an unannounced
visit in Germany.Nargis was on her way back to India from
the USSR when she had to make a stop in Berlin. Nargis
had the “most unexpected” encounter with Raj at the air-
port, and was told that he was there to attend a film festival.raj
kapoor and nargis Raj Kapoor dropped in on Nargis while
she was in Berlin. Raj, she said, “behaved like a perfect
gentleman” as they spent an afternoon together, followed
by dinner. “He said that he knew | am no more for him and
that there is no going back for me. The only urge that he
wanted to satisfy was to know what is the cause of the
separation,” she wrote. Nargis was “frank” with Raj, the way
she had never been before. “We were like friends or asso-
ciates, like co-workers and nothing beyond that,” she said
and felt that this meeting took a “big load off her chest.”

didn’t getmi iIch attention

“Everything was said gracefully, no emotional upsets,”
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