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IMT Hyderabad holds convocation for 2023-25
batch, leaders urge graduates to drive national growth

Hyderabad: IMT Hyderabad hosted its convocation ceremony for the batch of 2023-2025 on its campus here
on Saturday.Addressing the graduating students, Volvo Group India president & managing director, Kamal Bali,
highlighted the complex global challenges ahead, including climate change, digital transformation, growing na-
tionalism, and geopolitical tensions.Despite such challenges, Bali noted India’s promising growth, with robust
economic prospects, a digitally empowered youth, and a thriving startup ecosystem.

ED searches 40 locations in
West Bengal, Jharkhand over coal theft

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Friday (November 21, 2025) conducted coordinated searches at more
than 40 locations in West Bengal and Jharkhand in connection with coal theft and mining cases in the two States.The
agency has so far seized over ?10 crore in cash or precious metals as well as copies of 120 land deeds.While cash
and gold or jewellery totalling over ?8 crore have been impounded from different locations in West Bengal, over
?2.20 crore in cash and land deeds have been found in Jharkhand.In Jharkhand, 18 locations linked to major cases
of coal theft and smuggling, allegedly involving “Anil Goyal, Sanjay Udhyog, LB Singh and Amar Mandal” were

covered by the agency, an official said.

Thirty seven Maoists surrender
before Telangana DGP in Hyd

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: In a major development, 37 CPI (Maoist)
members from Telangana and Chhattisgarh surrendered
before the Telangana DGP B Shivadhar Reddy in
Hyderabad on Saturday.Among them are Koyyada
Sambaiah alias Azad (49), a native of Mulugu district, and
Appasi Narayana alias Ramesh (70), a native of Peddapalli
district. Both carried rewards of Rs 20 lakh each. Among
the important Maoist leaders who surrendered are Muchaki
Somada alias Erra (42), State Committee Member in
DKSZC and a native of Chhattisgarh, who also carried a
reward of Rs 20 lakh.

Telangana DGP B Shivadhar Reddy said the decision
of the 37 underground cadres reflects a positive and con-
structive response to the appeal to surrender. “It also signi-
fies a conscious and pragmatic step to move away from
the path of extremism and reintegrate into civil society. They
have chosen to prioritise health and family and have re-
solved to lead a peaceful, dignified and law-abiding life,” he
said.Seven of the 37 cadres who surrendered before the
DGP handed over eight firearms including an AK 47, two
SLRs, four .303 rifles and a G83 rifle along with 346 live
ammunition of various calibres. A total amount of Rs 1.41
crore was handed over to the surrendered Maoists.

Telangana DGP said that a total of 59 cadres from
Telangana are active and working with the CPI (Maoist)
party. “Of the eight Central Committee Members, five are
natives of Telangana State,” he said.He said the Maoists

are facing a significant decline in organisational strength and
operational capabilities resulting in large surrenders. “Over
recent years, the outfit sustained pressure from security
forces, resulting in disruption of key networks, reduced
mobility and shrinking support base. Ideological differences
have emerged within the organisation, creating dissatisfac-
tion among cadres regarding the relevance and direction of
the movement,” said Shivadhar Reddy.He added that so
far 465 Maoists of different ranks have surrendered in
Telangana in 2025.The Telangana DGP appealed to the
Maoists to surrender and added, “You can surrender with
the help of revenue officials, local politicians, press persons
or your relatives. We assure to take care of your rehabilita-
tion as per the guidelines of the Telangana government.

Sajjanar launches Cybercrime
awareness rally, urges public vigilance
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GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: Fear and greed of the public is becom-
ing the investment for cyber criminals, pointed out
Hyderabad Police Commissioner, V C Sajjanar, while
stressing the need for everyone to be more vigilant re-
garding cybercrimes.Participating in ‘Jagrut Hyderabad
— Surakshit Hyderabad’ Cybercrime Awareness
Programme on Saturday at Charminar, he distributed

pamphlets on cybercrime prevention and flagged off the
Cybercrime awareness rally from Charminar to Madina.

Sajjanar said ‘Jagrut Hyderabad — Surakshit
Hyderabad’ cybercrime awareness programmes are be-
ing conducted every Tuesday and Saturday, as part of
which, police officials are going to every house to create
awareness.He said the public is being involved in
cybercrime prevention, and volunteers who come forward
willingly were asked to register their names as Cyber
Simbas. Sajjanar cautioned against uploading private pho-
tos and personal details on social media, as doing so cre-
ates the possibility of being trapped and defrauded.Children
were getting addicted to social media, especially girls who
were becoming victims by chatting with unknown individu-
als and providing personal details. He advised parents to
be careful with their daughters and to explain precautions
before giving them mobile phones. He also stressed the
need to be extremely vigilant about ‘Digital Arrest’ frauds
that target the elderly.In case of falling victim to a cyber
fraud, the victims should immediately call the Helpline Num-
ber 1930 to report the incident and also file a complaint at
www.cybercrime.gov.in.

KTR calls for grand celebration of

‘Deeksha Diwas’
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GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: The Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS) will ob-
serve Deeksha Diwas across Telangana on a grand scale
on November 29. Party working president KT Rama Rao
directed party ranks to make it a grand event commemo-
rating the historic fast unto death undertaken by party presi-
dent and former Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao 15
years ago as part of the fight for Statehood.Addressing party
MLAs, MLCs, MPs, district presidents and general body
members through a teleconference on Saturday, Rama Rao
called the occasion the most significant chapter in the his-
tory of the State. The BRS president had embarked on the
fast with the slogan “Telangana vachudo — KCR Sachchudo”
(Either Telangana or KCR’s death) demonstrating his firm
resolve to achieve Statehood.

The indefinite hunger strike forced the Centre to an-
nounce the formation of Telangana and remains a symbol
of supreme sacrifice in the Statehood movement.“Deeksha
Diwas is a glorious milestone in Telangana’s history. We
must celebrate it with pride and enthusiasm across every
district,” Rama Rao told party leaders.Rama Rao instructed
district units to conduct preparatory meetings at all party
headquarters on November 26. MLAs, former MLAs, MPs,
MLCs, former ministers, ex corporation chairpersons and
other key leaders must be invited to these meetings to
finalise a detailed action plan for the successful conduct of
Deeksha Diwas programmes. The main Deeksha Diwas

- “

on November 29

events will be organised at party offices in every district
headquarters.The programme will commence by paying
tributes to Telangana Thalli and the martyrs’ memorial fol-
lowed by milk abhishekam to a large cut-out of
Chandrashekhar Rao.Photo exhibitions will be organised
featuring historic moments, news clippings and develop-
ments related to the 2009 fast unto death. Social welfare
activities such as fruit distribution and annadanam will also
be conducted, while a special fruit distribution programme
will be held at NIMS Hospital in Hyderabad on the
occasion.BRS youth and student wings will organise
Deeksha Diwas programmes in every university campus,
wearing special T-shirts bearing Chandrashekhar Rao’s por-

trait and the Deeksha Diwas logo.
angana

South Te
braces for light to
moderate showers

Hyderabad: Telangana residents, particularly those
residing in the southern districts, might have to switch over
from heavy winter jackets to raincoats as the State is ex-
pected to see light to moderate rain or thundershowers dur-
ing the next two days.This is due to formation of a low pres-
sure over Strait of Malacca. It is expected to intensify into a
depression over the southeast Bay of Bengal around No-
vember 24, and further intensify during the subsequent 48
hours.As per Saturday’s preliminary forecast, districts in-
cluding Bhadradri Kothagudem, Khammam, Nalgonda,
Suryapet, Nagarkurnool, and Wanaparthy are expected to
witness light to moderate rains due to depression. How-
ever, there are no major changes in the weather conditions
in Hyderabad in the next two days.In its forecast, the IMD
said light to moderate rain or thundershowers are very likely
to occur at isolated places over Telangana on Sunday and
Monday and dry weather is likely to prevail from November
25t028.

PM Modi, Giorgia Meloni meet briefly
ahead of G20 Summitin South Africa

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Johannesburg: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday briefly met ltalian counterpart Giorgia Meloni
just ahead of the opening session of the G20 Leaders’
Summit at Nasrec in South Africa.Both leaders shook
hands and exchanged warm greetings, displaying the
strong rapport that has deeply strengthened India-ltaly
friendship over the past few years. PM Modi is among
several prominent world leaders attending the Novem-
ber 22-23 summit.PM Modi had last met Meloni on the
sidelines of the 51st G7 Summit in Canada’s Kananaskis
in June, where both leaders had committed to making
the friendship between India and Italy stronger.In Sep-
tember, PM Modi called the Italian PM an “extraordinary
political leader who combines ideas and heart”, de-
scribed her autobiography as a “Mann Ki Baat”, or ideas
from the heart.In the preface to the book titled ‘I Am
Giorgia’, PM Modi emphasised the closeness between
India and ltaly, founded on what he writes as “shared
civilising instincts, such as the defence of heritage, the
strength of community, and the celebration of femininity
as a guiding force”.Reciprocating the feelings, Meloni
had mentioned that the bond between both nations re-
mains quite strong.“The words of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, for whom | have profound respect, in his preface to
the Indian edition of the book ‘I Am Giorgia’, deeply touch
and honour me. These are sentiments that | sincerely
reciprocate, with all my heart, and which testify to the
strong bond between our nations,” Meloni was quoted as
saying by ltalian news agency Adnkronos.PM Modi’s pref-
ace to the book, which Adnkronos said it was able to
read, stands out for its personal and symbolic tone as the
Indian leader links this message to his personal friend-
ship with Meloni and their shared ability to combine tradi-
tion and modernity.

New Nitish Kumar cabinet full of
corrupts, criminals, alleges Prashant Kishor

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Jan Suraaj Party leader Prashant Kishor, on Friday
(November 21, 2025), alleged that the new cabinet of the
Nitish Kumar government in Bihar was full of corrupt and
criminal leaders.Speaking to reporters after a day-long si-
lent fast at Gandhi Ashram in West Champaran, Mr. Kishor
also said his party will launch the 'Bihar Navnirman Sankalp
Yatra' on January 15, during which Jan Suraaj Party work-
ers will visit all houses in the State."The new cabinet of Nitish
Kumar, which took oath on Thursday, is full of corrupt and
criminals. | must say that this council of ministers is a slap
in the face of the people of Bihar. It's like rubbing salt on
the wound as several corrupt leaders were inducted," he

alleged, days after drubbing in the recently held Assem-
bly elections in the State.Mr. Kishor claimed the leaders
inducted into the cabinet indicate that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah and CM
Kumar are least concerned about Bihar."They have pur-
chased votes by transferring 710,000 into the bank ac-
count of more than 1 crore women. Now, they have no
concern for the State or the people," he alleged."If | am
saying anything wrong, the State government can put me
behind bars," he added.Mr. Kishor claimed the govern-
ment diverted funds from the State's contingency fund
and a grant from the World Bank for the cash transfer
scheme."Now, we will ensure that women get Rs 2 lakh
as promised by the NDA ahead of the polls," he said.Mr.
Kishore said as part of the 'Bihar Navnirman Sankalp
Yatra', Jan Suraaj Party workers, including him, will visit
every house in the state."We will visit all houses in the
state over 15-18 months and create awareness among
the people about the misdeeds of this government. The
organisation of the Jan Suraaj Party will be strengthened
before the campaign starts," he said.The former poll strat-
egist said he will donate 90% of his income over the next
five years for the party's campaign."Besides, whatever
assets | have acquired in the last 20 years, except my
Delhi house, | will donate those for the party," he
said."Now, | request the people of Bihar to donate just
71,000 to the party on a yearly basis. | will not meet any-
one who doesn't donate this amount to the party," he
said.

HC halts Telangana’s 85% local
quota in PG medical management seats

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh and
Justice GM Mohiuddin of the Telangana High Court on Fri-
day put on hold the State’s recent amendments introducing
an 85 per cent local quota within the management seats for
postgraduate medical courses in private unaided
institutions.The Court was hearing a batch of writ petitions
filed by non-local students seeking admission to PG courses
under the management category in private, unaided, mi-
nority and non-minority colleges. They argued that until this
year, management quota seats were open without any res-
ervation, and the sudden introduction of an 85:15 local-to-
all India division after the admission process had already
begun was illegal and fundamentally unfair.

Senior counsel Gandra Mohan Rao, appearing for the
petitioners, contended that the government’s amendments
through GO Ms Nos 200 and 201 dated November 3, 2025,
effectively rewrote the admission framework mid-process.
He submitted that the move ran contrary to the Supreme
Court’s ruling in PA Inamdar vs State of Maharashtra, which
bars reservation within management quota seats, and vio-
lated Article 14.He also relied on the Supreme Court’s re-
cent judgment in Dr Tanvi Behl vs Shrey Goel, which held
that residence-based reservations are permissible for MBBS
but not for postgraduate medical courses that require higher
merit and competitiveness.

The counsel argued that dividing management quota
seats into 85 per cent for locals and only 15 per cent for all-

India candidates would drastically reduce the petitioners’
chances, amounting to changing the rules midway.The State
and the Standing Counsel for Kaloji Narayana Rao Univer-
sity of Health Sciences sought time to obtain instructions
and file counter affidavits.After hearing all sides, the bench
held that the amendments prima facie amounted to “chang-
ing the rules of the game after it has begun” and decided to
keep the new quota formula in abeyance for the current
academic year. It clarified that the impugned rule introduc-
ing 85 per cent local reservation shall not apply to PG medi-
cal admissions for 2025-26 under Management Quota Sub-
Category-1 in private, unaided minority and non-minority
colleges.The State and the University were granted four
weeks to file their counters, and petitioners were given two
weeks thereafter to file replies. The matter was posted to
January 19, 2026 for further hearing.

BRS demands Assembly
session 10 debate controversial
Industrial land policy

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: Demanding an immediate Assembly
session to enable full debate on the controversial
Hyderabad Industrial Land Conversion policy of the Con-
gress government, Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS) senior
leader T Harish Rao on Saturday sought an immediate
probe into what he called collusion with real estate inter-
ests and pre-arranged deals.Addressing a news confer-
ence at Telangana Bhavan, Harish Rao and other party
leaders also demanded complete suspension of the policy
until all allegations were clarified and questions
answered.Harish Rao posed eight pointed questions to
the Congress government led by Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, seeking immediate answers on the con-
troversial new industrial land conversion policy that al-
lows payment of just 30 percent of the land value instead
of the higher rates followed during the previous BRS re-
gime.
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Right-sizing Indian banks
needs more thanmergers

In a large, diverse economy with various income
roups and businesses, the banking system’s capacity
ust be properly aligned in terms of outreach and busi-
ess volume to realise its growth potential fully. The
trength of banks is measured worldwide by asset size or

arket capitalisation. The ranking of the top 100 global
anks is based on these metrics. S&P Global Market In-
elligence data ranked SBI at 43rd and HDFC at 73rd
mong the top 100 global banks in 2025, based on 2024
ata. It places HDFC at 10th, ICICI at 20th, and SBI at
5th in the worldwide ranking by market capitalisation.

Itis continually debated that India, as the fourth-larg-
st economy and on its way to becoming the third-largest
conomy, should have more banks on the global list to

und its burgeoning growth opportunities. The current size

nd scale of banks may not bode well for achieving the
spirational growth envisioned under the Viksit Bharat
P047 vision. An aggressive and collaborative financial
bector ecosystem is needed to ramp up the capacity.

The well-diversified banking system has developed,
vith bank reforms leading to the entry of new private and
flifferentiated banks, thereby strengthening the number of

ommercial banks to 128. It includes 12 public sector
banks, 21 private sector banks, 28 regional rural banks,
14 foreign banks, 11 small finance banks, five private
banks, and two local area banks. The four non-scheduled
banks are local cooperative banks. Additionally, there are
,470 urban cooperative banks. The evolving banking
bector serves its customers through a network of 165,000
bank branches and 2,15,000 ATMs.The financial sector
h March 2025 had an asset base of Rs 730 lakh crore,
vith 55 per cent, or Rs 415 lakh crore, held by banks.

Liquor Mafia on
the Rise Again

-

“Syndicate Reorganising With Manuguru as lts
Hub“Popular Brands Diverted to Belt Shops... Low Sales
in Licensed Wine Shops“Indian Chronicle, Manuguru —
November 22:“The liquor mafia appears to be active again
in Manuguru, a key region in the agency areas. lllegal liquor
sales through belt shops are increasing rapidly, and allega-
tions of unlawful protection being extended to these outlets
are causing public concern. Reports suggest that a special
syndicate, operating with Manuguru as its centre, is cur-
rently reorganising and expanding its network deep into the
surrounding villages.“Several popular liquor brands that are
supposed to be sold only in licensed wine shops are mys-
teriously ending up in belt shops. While wine shop sales
are dipping, the same brands are registering high demand
in belt shops, raising serious doubts among consumers,
traders and local authorities.““Residents are expressing
anger over the growing social problems caused by these
illegal activities. They say

Sand Smuggling
Out of Control

lllegal Sand Mafia Dominates Along the Godavari

River““Massive Revenue Loss to the
Government“TGMDCL's Silence Gives Wings to Benami
Contractors““Manuguru, November 22 (Indian
Chronicle):“The sand mafia has tightened its grip on the
Godavari riverbed, looting natural resources with impunity.
Despite strict regulations, the authorities responsible for en-
forcement have shown little to no response, resulting in the
illegal sand trade escalating day by day. Heavy machinery
is being used to excavate deep into the riverbed, causing
severe environmental damage and triggering concern
among the public.““Villages surrounding Manuguru—
Vijayanagaram, Padmapuram, Annaram, Gundla
Singaram, Rayagudem, and Rampur—have allegedly be-
come hubs for large-scale illegal sand transportation. Lo-
cals report that several trucks operate during late-night hours
without any permits, transporting sand fearlessly. Trucks
without proper documents or permissions are said to be
freely moving in the region.”

SCB sends two
major road proposals
for defence approval

Hyderabad: The Defence Estates Office, Telangana,
will have to clear two key infrastructure projects in the
Secunderabad Cantonment aimed at improving road con-
nectivity and ensuring free traffic movement around the AoC
Circle and Rasoolpura.

At the Secunderabad Cantonment Board meeting on
Saturday, SCB Chief Executive Officer Arvind Kumar
Dwivedi tabled the proposals after the GHMC sought clear-
ance underthe Road Development Plan

Kakatiya High School SLC Exhibition Captivates
Visitors with Exceptional Student Innovations.

“P.S.ASHOKAN“KARIMNGAR BUREAU““The
School Leadership Conference (SLC), held on Saturday at
Kakatiya High School, Manthani in Peddapalli District,
emerged as a remarkable platform showcasing the creative
brilliance of young learners. Students from LKG to Class V

presented an impressive array of projects, reflecting their
imagination, curiosity, and academic growth.“Speaking on
the occasion, Principal Pradeep Reddy noted that the ob-
jective of the conference was to identify and nurture the
innate talents of children. He emphasized that the students
had independently conceptualized and prepared a wide
range of projects, demonstrating commendable initiative and
skill.““During the exhibition, the young presenters eloguently
explained their models and experiments to parents, teach-
ers, and fellow students, offering detailed insights into their
concepts and learning processes.“The event witnessed the
active participation of School Directors Ravikiran Reddy,
Shravan Reddy, Sravanthi Reddy, and Pavani Reddy, along
with Lead Academic Advisor Arun, teaching and non-teach-
ing staff, parents, and students. Their involvement added
further value and encouragement to the budding innova-
tors.

Ramanthapur Division BRS Leaders
Meet Uppal MLA Bhandari Laxma Reddy
Seeking Due Priority in Party Positions

KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle):““BRS leaders from the Ramanthapur Divi-
sion called on Uppal MLA Bhandari Laxma Reddy on Sat-
urday and felicitated him. During the meeting, they urged
the MLA to ensure that deserving leaders from the division
are given due priority in party positions.“Responding posi-
tively, the MLA assured them that party workers who work
with dedication and commitment will certainly be accorded
appropriate importance. He added that decisions would be
taken after carefully considering all aspects.“Those who met
the MLA include BRS leaders Palakuri Sreekanth Goud,
Sambeti Naresh, Sooram Shankar, Chand Pasha, Apple
Srinu, Maruthi Jadhav, Tufan, Ramakrishna, Sharath
(Chittibabu), Painter Srinu, Sudhakar, Shiva, Mukesh and
others.

Grand Celebration of 150 Years of
Vande Mataram in Ramanthapur

Former MLA Dr. N.V.S.S. Prabhakar Attends as Chief
Guest“KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle)“A grand celebration marking 150 years of
the historic national song Vande Mataram was held in the
Ramanthapur Division on Saturday. As part of the nation-
wide programs organized by the Bharatiya Janata Party to
commemorate the occasion, the event was conducted un-
der the leadership of Vande Mataram @ 150 Ramanthapur
Division Convener Sheelam Somashekar Goud, and Co-
Conveners Thalla Balakrishna Goud and Darshanala
Sudhakar.Former Uppal MLA Dr. N.V.S.S. Prabhakar at-
tended the program as the chief guest and led the gathering
in singing the Vande Mataram song.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Prabhakar said that this historic milestone is be-
ing celebrated grandly across the nation. He stated that

Vande Mataram is not just a song but a powerful anthem
that ignited the spirit of India’s freedom struggle. He added
that it stands as a symbol of patriotism, unity, sacrifice, and
courage.“The event witnessed the participation of
Ramanthapur Division Corporator Bandaru Srivani Venkat
Rao, Division President Vangala Santosh Gupta, senior BJP
leaders Muttineni Jagadish, Shakha Ravi, Vempati Srinivas,
V. Suresh, Kaparthi Mohan Krishna, Konda Satish, Sankuri
Kumaraswamy, Palugula Anjaih Patel, Boddpalli Muthyam,
Maheshwar Reddy, Vanam Yadagiri, Danayya, Konda
Krishnamurthy, Srinivas Goud, Dayakar Reddy,
Krishnamurthy, Tammali Ravi, Upender Yadav, Niranjan
Goud, Boddpalli Srinivas, Boddpalli Anand, Jakka
Parvathalu, Vempati Ram Raj, Suresh, and several women
leaders and activists

Malkajgiri MP Etela Rajender Launches
Development Works in Ramanthapur
Along with Corporator and MLA

KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle):“Malkajgiri Member of Parliament Etela
Rajender on Saturday launched several development works
in the Ramanthapur division, along with Corporator Bandaru
Srivani Venkata Rao and Uppal MLA Bandari Laxma
Reddy.With the support and initiative of MP Etela Rajender,
multiple development projects were inaugurated in
Ramanthapur division. These include:** 735 lakh for the
construction of the first floor and repairs of the Indranagar
Committee Hall,“* ?12.50 lakh for the CC road construction
at Indranagar VHM School lane,” 35 lakh for CC road
works in RTC Colony,“* 55 lakh for the underground drain-
age line works in Balakrishna Nagar.“Speaking on the oc-
casion, MP Etela Rajender said that he has been continu-

ously holding discussions with the Central Government to
secure additional funds for the Malkajgiri constituency.“MLA
Bandari Laxma Reddy stated that development works are
progressing rapidly for public welfare, cutting across politi-
cal lines. He added that each project is being completed in
a planned manner with the cooperation of local
corporators.“Corporator Bandaru Srivani Venkata Rao ex-
pressed her gratitude to the MP and MLA for their support
in the development of the division.Water Board GM Santosh
Kumar, GHMC DE Nagamani, AE Mounika, local residents,
and leaders of BJP and BRS patrticipated in the programme.

WASMO accountant
defrauds department of
Rs 1.41 crore, hooked

Chhota Udepur district police, WASMO, Assistant
Accountant, Timir Hasmukh Patel,According to the FIR
lodged by the district police, the financial transactions made
by Timir Hasmukh Patel involved misappropriation of
funds.The Chhota Udepur district police have booked an
Assistant Accountant of the Water and Sanitation manage-
ment Organisation (WASMO) of Chhota Udepur district for
allegedly defrauding the department of Rs 1.41 crores
through 56 transactions into his personal account between
November 2024 and October this year. WASMO Assistant
Accountant Timir Hasmukh Patel has been booked for forg-
ery, using forged documents and criminal breach of trust
after it came into light that Patel had siphoned off money
from the Water and Sanitation department grants meant for
various programmes in the rural areas.An FIR lodged at
Chhota Udepur police station, based on the complaint of
WASMO Unit manager states the fraud came to light dur-
ing Diwali last month when the cheques meant for paying
staff salary were not deposited into the bank account of the
department.The FIR states that when Patel, who was en-
trusted with the task of depositing the cheques for payment
of staff salary, was asked about the delay, he had stated
that the bank concerned had not updated the amount due
to a “delay” in the process.

Uppal Corporator Rajitha
Parameshwar Reday

Inaugurates New Trans-

former in Sai Baba Colony

it

“KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle):““A newly installed 100 KVA transformer in
Sai Baba Colony of Uppal Division was inaugurated on
Saturday by Uppal Division Corporator Rajitha
Parameshwar Reddy.“Speaking on the occasion, Rajitha
Parameshwar Reddy said that the installation of this new
transformer will help reduce voltage fluctuation issues and
ensure a continuous and stable power supply to households.
She expressed special thanks to the electricity department
officials and staff for setting up the new transformer
promptly.“Those who participated in the programme in-
cluded SE Pratibha Soni, DE Subba Rao, ADE Ravinder,
AE Kiran Kumar Reddy, and colony residents Anjireddy,
Suresh, Telakala Mohan Reddy, Salla Prabhakar Reddy,
Subbareddy, Narasimhareddy, Ganesh, Ratnam,
Ramachandraiah, Ramanareddy, Mallesh, Venkatreddy,
Narasimha, Sattireddy, Venkatesh, Tummala Rajender
Reddy, Anwar, Budige Mallesh, Srinu, Nagoor Basha,
Pirambi, Veerappa, Veeresh, and others.

BPS Student to
Represent at National-
Level Painting Competition

———

“Kranthi Kumar Dasari | Pinapaka Constituency | No-
vember 22 | Indian Chronicle : K. Pradeepthi, a Grade 7
student of Bhadrachalam Public School and Junior College,
has secured the State Second Rank in the NTPC State-
Level Painting Competition, showcasing exceptional artis-
tic skill. College Principal Prashanth Kitukule announced
the achievement on Saturday. Pradeepthi received a cash
award of 730,000 along with the second prize and has been
shortlisted to participate at the national level — a remark-
able accomplishment that has brought immense pride to
the institution. According to the principal, a total of 768 stu-
dents from 560 schools across Telangana took part in the
highly competitive event. Pradeepthi excelled among them,
earning her position through dedication and creativity. He
also appreciated Art Teacher Ramaraju for his valuable
guidance in nurturing the student’s talent.“Principal
Prashanth Kitukule, Academic Coordinator Suma Bindu,
and senior teachers llahi Baksh, KN Durga Prasad, Raja
Reddy, Sireesh Raja, Padmanaabha Rao, Sriram Sai, and
Suchi Smitha congratulated Pradeepthi on her outstanding
achievement.

Seshadrini Reddy, IPS,

Assumes Charge as
Additional Superintendent
of Police, Jagtial District.

B s EEsas

“P.S.ASHOKAN“KARIMNGAR BUREAU"“““Mr.
Seshadrini Reddy, IPS, formally assumed his duties as the
Additional Superintendent of Police of Jagtial District at the
District Police Headquarters. Following the assumption of
charge, he paid a courtesy call on the District Superinten-
dent of Police, Mr. Ashok Kumar, IPS, and presented him
with a sapling as a gesture symbolizing respect and good-
will.
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Paramita Heritage student
shines at National Level

“Chittimalla
Bureau,“Karimnagar,

Mahendar,
November

Karimnagar
22, INDIAN

CHRONICLE:“In the national-level “Science Challenge—
2025” competition organized by the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE), more than 1.50 lakh students
from over 23,000 schools across the country participated.
In these prestigious competitions, Annadi Ashrith, a Class
8 student of Paramita Heritage School, showcased remark-
able performance and secured the 4th rank at the national
level, said Principal Gopikrishna.“Dr. E. Prasada Rao,
Chairman of Paramita Educational Institutions, congratu-
lated Ashrith for exhibiting exceptional talent in the CBSE
Science Challenge—2025 and bringing national recognition
to the school. He also appreciated the dedicated efforts of
the teachers who guided him towards this
achievement.““Directors Prasuna, Rashmita, Anukar Rao,
Vinoda Rao, V.U.M. Prasad, Hanumantha Rao, Principal
Gopikrishna, Coordinators Nagaraju, Ramu, and the teach-
ing staff expressed their happiness over this remarkable
success.

Ayyappa’s blessings should be upon

everyone: Uppal MLA Bandari Laxma Reddy

KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle):“Uppal MLA Bandari Laxma Reddy said
that Lord Ayyappa’s blessings should be upon all. On Sat-
urday, he participated in the Ayyappa Maha Padi Puja
organised under the leadership of Chilukanagar Division
BRS leader Jelli Mohan, and performed special
prayers.Under the guidance of Rahul Guru Swami and
Lakshman Guru Swami, the Maha Padi Puja was conducted

with devotion. Kathi Swami, Jelli Prashanth Swami and sev-
eral other Ayyappa devotees took part in the rituals which
included Ashtadasa Kalashabhishekam, Ganapathi Homam
at5a.m., Deeparadhana at 9 a.m., and Parihara Harathi at
12 noon. Later, a devotional bhajan programme was held in
a grand and spiritual manner.“BRS party leaders, activists,
prominent residents of Uppal and Chilkanagar, Ayyappa
devotees and several others participated in the event.

Meter Readers Working in Water Board Should
Be Added to IFMIS Portal: Prof. Kodandaram
Meets Water Board MD Ashok Reddy

“KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Hyderabad, November 22
(Indian Chronicle):““Jana Samithi president Prof.
Kodandaram submitted a representation to Hyderabad
Water Board MD Ashok Reddy on Saturday, urging the
resolution of issues faced by outsourcing employees work-
ing in the Water Board. He met the MD along with outsourcing
meter readers and appealed for immediate action.“Prof.
Kodandaram explained that 673 outsourcing meter read-
ers should be included in the IFMIS portal, as they fall un-
der Category—2 as per GO 60. He discussed in detail the
problems faced by these workers and stressed the need
for job security.“He also conveyed congratulations to MD
Ashok Reddy on receiving a recent award.“Prof.
Kodandaram stated that Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is
giving highest priority to safeguarding the interests of

outsourcing employees. He said the government introduced
the IFMIS portal to curb the corruption that took place un-
der the previous regime through various outsourcing agen-
cies in every department.“He appealed to the Water Board
to cooperate with the government by immediately register-
ing the outsourcing meter readers on the IFMIS portal and
recognising them under Category—2 without further
delay.“Responding positively, MD Ashok Reddy issued di-
rections to the concerned officials to collect and compile
the data of all meter readers immediately.“Among those who
participated in the meeting were Akula Srinu, Mandala
Balakrishna Reddy, Telangana State Outsourcing Employ-
ees JAC Working President Zahiroddin, JAC members
Ramesh, Suresh, Manoj, Somi Reddy, Ravi, Srikanth
Reddy, Shekhar, Vikram, Venkatesh, Srikanth, Giri, and
others.

Criminal cases will be filed against
contractors if farmers are inconvenienced
by not sending lorries to purchase centers:

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Collector Hanumantha
Rao “(Mandava Srisailam.. Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Bureau...Indian Chronicle.. November 22) :- Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri District Collector Hanumantha Rao has warned
that criminal cases will be filed against contractors if farm-
ers are inconvenienced by not sending lorries to purchase
centers. On Saturday, the District Collector conducted a
surprise inspection of the FPO and PACS grain purchase
centers located in the Valigonda Market Yard of Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district. Speaking on this occasion, the District
Collector said ... adequate lorries should be sent to the pur-
chase centers every day.“The District Collector warned that
if there is negligence in sending lorries, cases will be regis-
tered against the relevant contractors. They asked how
much grain was purchased at the two centers and how
much grain was left in the market. They inquired whether
the Agriculture AEOs come every day and checked the
grain grade or not. They said that the grain with moisture
content should be immediately bagged and sent to the mills.
They said that it was not possible to stay in the market.
When the managers informed that not enough lorries were
coming to the center, the District Collector expressed his
anger by calling the relevant contractor. He warned that if
the managers called that the lorries were not coming to the
center, they would file cases and take action against the
lower-level staff for not paying attention and not responding
properly. Later, the District Collector made a surprise in-
spection of the I.K.P. grain purchase center in Sangem,
Valigonda mandal. On this occasion, the District Collector
spoke to the center managers and asked how much grain
was in the center, how much grain was purchased, and
whether the tab entry was completed until the purchase was
made. The tab entry should be completed as soon as the
lorries are loaded, “If the truck sheets are delayed, the tab
entry will be late, so it should be completed early. He said

that the money is being deposited to the farmers within 48
hours of the purchase.“When the center in-charges said
that the purchase would be late due to the lack of lorries,
they called the concerned contractor and asked him to send
6 lorries a day to the two centers of the Sangem IKP pur-
chase center. He said that the lorries would be delayed with-
out the lorries. The district collector warned that action would
be taken against the contractors if they inconvenience the
farmers.“Later, the district collector made a surprise inspec-
tion of the PACS paddy purchase center in Sunkishala,
Valigonda mandal. On this occasion, the district collector
spoke to the farmers... How many days did it take to reach
the center, how many acres of crop was planted, and
whether the staff came and checked the moisture content
and planted the konta every day.“He asked the center ad-
ministrators whether the center was receiving enough lor-
ries every day and asked them to complete the tab entry
for the piles of paddy that had been purchased so far. If the
tab entry is pending, the bills will be delayed, so entries
should be completed on time. The concerned officials, cen-
ter administrators, and farmers participated in this program.

Tab entries of purchased grain
details should be completed regularly

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District Collector Hanumantha

10

Rao “/(Mandava Srisailam.. Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Bureau...Indian Chronicle.. November 22) :-“Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri District Collector Hanumantha Rao said that
tab entries of purchased grain details should be completed
regularly. The District Collector, who made a surprise visit
to the IKP grain purchase center in Katepalli village of
Motakondur mandal on Saturday, spoke to the center ad-
ministrators on this occasion... He asked how much grain
has been purchased so far and how much grain is still in
the center. He said that the moisture content should be
checked frequently before purchasing grain. He asked
whether the tab entry of the grain details purchased so far
has been completed and should be completed regularly.
He asked whether the money has been deposited in the
accounts of the farmers who purchased it. He asked
whether enough lorries are coming every day. The pur-
chased grain should be transported to the mills immedi-

ately by lorries. Farmers should not be troubled at all. Farm-
ers should not be deceived by middlemen. They said that
the grain will be purchased till the last grain.“Later, the Dis-
trict Collector made a surprise inspection of the CCI Cotton
Purchase Center in Katepalli village of Motakondur mandal.
Speaking on the occasion, the District Collector asked how
many slots are booked daily and how many farmers are
bringing cotton to the centers.

He asked what the moisture content of the cotton is.
Since a new app has been launched to book slots to bring
cotton to the purchase centers, farmers should be aware
and book slots as soon as moisture is available and get
support price. The registers were checked to see how much
cotton has been purchased so far. Farmers should not be
putin any trouble. The organizers should take the initiative
to ensure that the money is deposited in the farmers' ac-
counts immediately. The concerned officials participated in
the program.

Government Whip MLA Beerla Ayilayya
visited Bommalaramaram Mandal

(Mandava Srisailam.. Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Bureau...Indian Chronicle.. November 22) :-Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri District Bommalaramaram Mandal Telangana
State Government Whip Aleru MLA Beerla Ayilayya visited
various development works. He performed the ground
breaking ceremony for CC road works in the villages of
Mailaram, Pakir Gudem in the mandal. He performed the
housewarming ceremony for Indiramma's house in
Medipalli, Mailaram Teruthanda, Naginenipalli, Cheekati
Mangodi, Kanchal Thanda, and Thimmapur villages. He
performed the ground breaking ceremony for the construc-
tion of a new electricity substation in Naginenipalli village to
specifically solve the low voltage problem. After that, he
laid the foundation stone for the construction work of the

boundary wall of the government school. As promised to
the beneficiaries who moved into Indiramma's house, they
were traditionally given milk, silk clothes and a ram. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Beerla Ayilaiah said that this public
administration government is working towards the devel-
opment of villages. Telangana State will be prosperous un-
der the rule of Revanth Reddy. 3500 Indiramma houses
have already been given in Aleru constituency. With the
provision of houses in another phase, the word 'no house'
has been given to the poor. The problem of low voltage will
be eliminated due to the newly established substation in
Naginenipalli village. The farmers of the surrounding villages
should not face any electricity problem, and Revanth Reddy
has given the substations.

Government Whip MLA Beerla
Ayilayya visited Atmakur Mandal

(Mandava Srisailam.. Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Bureau...Indian Chronicle.. November 22) :-Telangana State
Government Whip MLA Beerla Ayilayya visited Atmakur
Mandal of Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District on Friday. He par-
ticipated in the housewarming of a model Indiramma house
at the Tahsildar's office in Atmakur Mandal Center, and in
the same way.. he participated in the housewarming of the
Indiramma house of the beneficiaries of Kandadi Indiramma
Lakshma Reddy in the Mandal Center. He conducted the
housewarming of Indiramma houses in Narsapuram,
Raghavpuram, Kurella, Rahimkhan Peta, T Repaka,
Pothireddypalli, Koritical, and Palle villages in the Mandal,
started water plants in several villages, and laid the founda-
tion stone for the construction of boundary walls. On this
occasion As promised, eight housewarmings were held in
eight villages and all the beneficiaries were given mutton
and silk clothes. He said that in the previous BRS govern-

ment, they did not give double bedrooms by making deceit-
ful promises. But in this public administration government,
with the cooperation of Revanth Reddy and Birla Ailaiah, he
said that he is very happy that Indiramma's house has come.

BMS Welcomes the Implementation of Four
New Labour Codes by the Central Government:
BMS State Vice-President Pappula Suresh
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“CHITTIMALLA MAHENDAR, KARIMNAGAR BU-
REAU, NOVEMBER 22, INDIAN CHRONICLE:“Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) State Vice-President Pappula
Suresh stated that the BMS welcomes the Central
Government’s implementation of the four new Labour
Codes. Speaking as the chief guest at a meeting held on
Saturday at the BMS district office in Karimnagar, he said
that this is a historic day for the labour sector, marking the
first time such a major labour reform has been introduced
in India.“He said that the BMS wholeheartedly welcomes
the Wage Code 2019 and the Social Security Code 2020.
With regard to the Industrial Relations Code 2020 and the

Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code
2020, the BMS national leadership has sought certain
amendments. In response, Union Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya positively assured that necessary amendments
would be made before the upcoming Parliament
sessions.“Suresh stated that the implementation of these
labour codes will ensure social security and justice for work-
ers across the country. Every worker will now receive an
appointment letter, minimum wages, PF, ESI and other
essential benefits. He added that workers crossing the pre-
scribed working hours must be paid overtime as per the
law. From today onwards, workers will start receiving the
rights they are entitled to, through these new labour codes,
he said.“He also highlighted that due to the efforts of BMS,
gig and platform workers have now been included under
social security benefits such as PF and ESI.“Commenting
on the situation in Telangana, he stated that the poor eco-
nomic conditions of workers in the state are due to the neg-
ligence of successive state governments. Despite repeated
appeals for amendments to the minimum wage laws, the
governments ignored the demands and failed to address
the concerns of the labour community, he said.“District
President Pasula Sravan, leaders Nakka Arun, and others

participated in this programme.
o0 o
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Grand Consecration Ceremony of Sri Ayyappa
Swamy Temple Held with Devotion and Grandeur

““Chittimalla Mahendar, Karimnagar Bureau,
NOVEMBAR 22, INDIAN CHRONICLE:“The Sri Ayyappa
Swamy Temple is all set to host the grand consecration
ceremony on Sunday. The temple premises have been
beautifully decorated with flowers and vibrant lighting ar-
rangements to mark the auspicious occasion.“On Sunday
at 10:26 AM, the Prana Pratishta, Yantra Pratishta, and
consecration of Sri Ayyappa Swamy, Sri Ganapathi,
Subrahmanya Swamy, Nagendra Swamy, Goddess
Parvati, Navagrahas, and Shikharadhwaja will be performed

under the divine guidance of His Holiness Sri Sri Vidyaranya
Bharati Swami, Peethadhipathi of Sri Jagadguru
Shankaracharya Hampi Virupaksha Vidyaranya
Peetham.“As part of the consecration festivities, rituals be-
gan on Saturday at 8:30 AM with Swasti Vachanam, Sthapita
Devatha Poojas, and various Homas dedicated to
Navagraha, Matrika, Yogini, Vastu, Kshetrapalaka, and
Brahmadi Mandala Devathas. This was followed by
Ksheeradhivasa, Moola Mantra Homas, and from 4:30 PM,
Pancha Sookta Homas, Rudra Homam, Pradhana Devatha
Mantra Homas, Mahasnapanam, Dhyanadivasa,
Shayyadivasa, Pushpadivasa, Phaladhivasa, Shodasha
Kalyanyasam, Harati, Mantrapushpam, and Teertha
Prasada distribution.“Special arrangements were made for
serving breakfast and annaprasadam to devotees, who
participated in large numbers.

The rituals were conducted under the supervision and
guidance of Veda Murthy Brahmasri Jakki Krishnavadhani
and Guruswamy Kavati Parameshwara Swamy.“Temple
organizers appealed to all Hindu devotees and Ayyappa
bhaktas to attend the consecration ceremony along with
their families, receive the divine blessings of Lord Ayyappa,
and make the event a grand success.

Talent Fest 2025-2026
Concludes at Ave Maria School

F
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“KISHORE VADDEPALLI, Uppal, November 22 (In-
dian Chronicle):““The HAES XIV Talent Fest 2025-2026,
organized under the aegis of the Hyderabad Archdiocese
Educational Society (HAES), concluded successfully at Ave
Maria School, Ramanthapur. Students who emerged vic-
torious in various competitions were presented with prizes
by the Chairman of HAES, Cardinal Poola Anthony.Students
excelled in events such as essay writing, elocution, draw-
ing, painting, solo singing, group singing, solo dance, and
fancy dress. Their outstanding performances not only
earned them individual recognition but also brought special
honour to their school.“Speaking on the occasion, Cardinal
Poola Anthony, Chairman of HAES, said that along with
academics, organizing such cultural and creative competi-
tions helps in developing confidence and leadership quali-
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ties among students. He congratulated all the winners and
advised students to use their talents for the betterment of
society.“Later, HAES Vice Chairman Eruva Balashow
Reddy stated that HAES institutions are always at the fore-
front in encouraging creativity and skill development among
students.“Ave Maria School Principal Koorapati Jayapratap
expressed his appreciation and extended congratulations
to everyone who participated and contributed to the suc-
cess of the event.

‘Large-scale hill cutting and illegal tree felling’ case:
NGT directs HP pollution panel to file compliance
report on recovery of environmental compensation
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GNS News Agency, Nov 22

National Green Tribunal, NGT, Himachal Pradesh
State Pollution Control Board, The NGT had held that Indu
Walia was liable to pay environmental compensation and
instructed the HPSPCB to determine the amount and re-
cover it within three months. The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Himachal Pradesh State Pollution
Control Board (HPSPCB) to file a fresh compliance report
on the recovery of environmental compensation in a case
involving alleged large-scale hill cutting and illegal tree fell-
ing in Una district. The directive came on Friday.

The matter stems from a petition filed by Bhavak
Parasher, who had blamed one Indu Walia of removing a

mountain top using heavy machinery and dumping its re-
mains down the slopes in village Mahalat of Una district,
causing extensive damage to the local topography.The
case was originally disposed of by the tribunal on August
27,2024, with directions to the HPSPCB to compute envi-
ronmental compensation and take punitive action.The NGT
had held that Walia was liable to pay environmental com-
pensation and instructed the HPSPCB to determine the
amount and recover it within three months. It also asked
the Board to initiate punitive and remedial measures to re-
store the environment damaged due to the illegal felling of
trees. The HPSPCB was further directed to file a compli-
ance report by December 15, 2024.In response, the
HPSPCB submitted a report dated December 13, 2024,
stating that it had calculated an environmental compensa-
tion of Rs 3,883,870 in consultation with the Forest Depart-
ment. The assessment was based on a methodology
framed by the Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board for evalu-
ating damage caused by illegal tree cutting.The compen-
sation was imposed on Walia, wife of Ram Parkash Singh,
Director, Group Colonizer Private limited, a resident of
Basant Vihar, Rakar Coloney, Una, through an order is-
sued on December 12, 2024.However, the NGT observed
that further directions were required and has now listed the
matter again for appropriate orders. The Registry has been
directed to issue notice to the HPSPCB, asking it to furnish
an updated compliance report.

PSPCL functioning with only 2 full-time directors; key
posts remain vacant amid ongoing employee unrest

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Even as protests by the Punjab State Power Corpora-
tion Limited (PSPCL) employees intensified following the
Corporation’s decision to terminate the services of Director
(Generation) Harjeet Singh and suspend the chief engineer
of the Ropar and Goindwal Sahib thermal plants, a deeper
structural issue has come into focus: PSPCL is currently
operating with only two full-time directors from its cadre,
raising concerns over decision-making and governance in
the power sector.The Punjab government had fired Direc-
tor (Generation) Harjit Singh and suspended the chief engi-
neer over ‘discrepancies’ in fuel cost management at state-
run thermal power plants.Notably, the Punjab State Elec-
tricity Board (PSEB) was unbundled into PSPCL and the
Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited (PSTCL)
on April 16,2010. Over the years, director-level posts such
as Administration, Commercial, Distribution, Generation,
Finance, Human Resources (HR) and Technical were cre-
ated across the two corporations. Of these, the post of Di-
rector (Technical) is in PSTCL, where the position is cur-
rently filled.However, on the PSPCL side, only Director (Fi-
nance) S K Beri and Director (Commercial) Inderpal Singh
remain as the corporation’s full-time technocrat directors.
Government-appointed directors — IAS officers Bhawna

Garg and Alok Shekhar — along with Basant Garg, who
serves simultaneously as power secretary and chief man-
aging director (CMD) of both PSPCL and PSTCL, continue
to occupy their positions.The shortage of full-time directors
worsened after PSPCL terminated the services of the Di-
rector (Generation) on November 4. An office order issued
by CMD Basant Garg on November 8 redistributed charges
among the remaining directors, stating: “Director Distribu-
tion will look after the charge of Director Generation and
Director Commercial, while Director/Finance will look after
the charge of Director HR and Director Administration, till
further orders.”

BJP flags ‘disproportionate’ increase of Muslim
voters in Bengal; TMC calls claim ‘baseless’

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) recently submitted
a document to the Election Commission of India (ECI) claim-
ing that the share of Muslim voters in West Bengal increased
by 127.7 per cent while the percentage of Hindu electors
rose by 72.3 in the last 23 years.The document submitted
by the BJP reads, “From 2002 to 2025, total electors in West
Bengal rose from 3.93 crore to 7.24 crore, an 84.1 per cent
increase. Hindu electors grew from 3.1 crore to 5.3 crore,
up 72.3%, while Muslim electors rose from 83.9 lakh to 1.9
crore, a whopping 127.7%. Hindu voter % (percentage) fell
from 78.68% to 73.62%, and Muslim % rose from 21.32%
t0 26.38%."The saffron party also claimed that the number
of Muslim voters more than doubled in 37 Lok Sabha seats,
but Hindu electors doubled in only three Lok Sabha seats.

“At the Assembly level, the broadening is sharper be-
cause ACs (assembly constituencies) are smaller and more
sensitive to local shifts. The number of Muslim-dominated
ACs has increased from 45 to 60 between 2002 and 2025...
On multiplicative change, Muslim numbers have more than
doubled in 231 ACs compared with 28 ACs for Hindus;

Muslim numbers have more than tripled in 7 ACs,” the docu-
ment further reads.The BJP also alleged that Kolkata and
its adjoining districts of North and South 24 Parganas have
seen huge illegal migration from Bangladesh.

Jagannath Chattopadhyay, General Secretary, Ben-
gal BJP unit, said, “The challenge of meaningful SIR (Spe-
cial Intensive Revision) in West Bengal has to be gauged in
the context of the demographic pattern of the state. ECI
should focus on demographic change, and the cleansing
process should be done accordingly. If illegal migrants
manage to keep their names in the voter list, then SIR is of
no use.”The ruling TMC countered the BJP’s claims. TMC
spokesperson Jayprakash Majumder said, “The data that
the BJP is producing is baseless. There was no census
organised after 2011. The Muslim population increase can
only be gauged through the census report. In general, the
fertility rate of West Bengal is lower than the national rate.
The fertility rate of West Bengal is less than 2.1 per cent.
Then, how can such an increase be possible? So, it is basi-
cally baseless and another example of the BJP’s divisive
politics.”Atri MitraAtri Mitra is a Special Correspondent of
The Indian Express with more than 20 years of experience
in reporting from West Bengal, Bihar and the North-East.
He has been covering administration and political news for
more than ten years and has a keen interest in political de-
velopment in West Bengal. Atri holds a Master degree in
Economics from Rabindrabharati University and Bachelor's
degree from Calcutta University. He is also an alumnus of
St. Xavier's, Kolkata and Ramakrishna Mission Asrama,
Narendrapur. He started his career with leading vernacular
daily the Anandabazar Patrika, and worked there for more
than fifteen years. He worked as Bihar correspondent for
more than three years for Anandabazar Patrika. He cov-
ered the 2009 Lok Sabha election and 2010 assembly elec-
tions. He also worked with News18-Bangla and covered
the Bihar Lok Sabha election in 2019.

Scammers use Union FM Nirmala
Sitharaman’s photo to gain trust, defraud
retired Mahim doctor of Rs 1.47 crore

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Cyber fraudsters defrauded a retired doctor in Mahim
of Rs 1.47 crore in an online share-trading scam after gain-
ing his trust by using the photo of Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.According to the police, on October 1,
the complainant came across an advertisement on social
media that claimed an investment of Rs 21,000 would give
guaranteed profits of at least Rs 60,000. The advertisement
displayed a picture of Sitharaman, which made the elderly
man trust the advertisement.

After the victim entered the basic details, he received
a phone call from an unknown WhatsApp number, and the
caller introduced herself as ‘Meenakshi’, promising to as-
sist him in share trading. The woman claimed she was rep-
resenting share trading firm UPSTOX SECURITIES, and
asked the victim to create a trading account and follow her
instructions.Later, he was added to two WhatsApp groups:
‘C283-Upstox Securities Online Customer Service’ and ‘188
SBI Wealth Mindset Exchange Group’. The complainant said
he saw members of the groups posting screenshots of their
profits, and so got enthused to invest. He made his first
deposit on October 5, and the next day, he saw a ‘profit’ of
Rs 108 in his trading account.“On October 18, the woman
allegedly convinced the victim to invest in an IPO. As per
her advice, the victim invested Rs 5 lakh in the Rubicon

Research Ltd IPO. The victim made further investments in
the share market following the woman'’s instructions, and
after a month, his balance rose to Rs 6 crore (inclusive of
Rs 1.47 crore principal amount). But when he tried to with-
draw even a portion of the money, he was asked to pay Rs
90 lakh, claiming that it was mandatory before releasing
the funds,” said a police officer.The victim had invested all
his savings and tried to contact the woman, but the latter
disconnected the call, and suddenly, the trading account
also disappeared. The retired doctor then approached the
central cyber police station, and a case was registered
against unknown persons.

Fishermen fear losses as fishlings
release delayed again in Telangana

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Hyderabad: The Congress government marked World
Fisheries Day on a grand scale, yet the fishermen commu-
nity in the State remains anxious due to the delay in the
distribution of free fishlings and the likely impact on their
earnings.Usually, the distribution of free fishlings begins in
the July—August season. However, this year, the delay in
floating tenders and finalising bidders for the supply of
fishlings affected the timely release. Tenders are normally
floated in April, but the exercise was pushed back this year
for reasons known only to the Fisheries Department. The
department had planned to procure 90 crore fishlings at an
estimated cost of Rs 123 crore.

About five lakh fishermen families across the State
depend on the free fishlings scheme for their livelihood. Every
year, the government releases fishlings into 26,326 water
bodies, including major, medium and minor reservoirs and
tanks. Against the targeted release of 90 crore fishlings this
year, only 11.31 crore have been released in 26 districts so
far. Separately, there was also a delay in finalising tenders
for the distribution of freshwater prawn seedlings.Although
tenders were floated on August 28 with September 8 as the
last date, the response from bidders was poor. The depart-
ment issued fresh tenders on October 11, and they were
opened on October 22. Seven bidders submitted propos-

Delhi Police bust

als, and officials are currently inspecting their hatcheries
and water bodies, according to department sources.The
delay has left the fishermen community worried. The timely
release of fishlings in the July—August season helps en-
sure good growth and harvesting in December and Janu-
ary. Any delay pushes the harvesting cycle further, while
declining water levels in small water bodies and tanks from
March may affect the growth and survival of fishlings.Last
year too, the State government proposed releasing 90 crore
fishlings, but the tendering process was delayed until July
and only 29.25 crore were released, which affected fish pro-
duction across the State.

arms trafficking

racket with links to Pakistan’s ISI

The Delhi Crime Branch busted an international weap-
ons trafficking module allegedly linked to ISl-backed han-
dlers in Pakistan and the network of Punjab-USA-based
gangster Sonu Khatri, the police said on Saturday.Ten for-
eign-made semi-automatic pistols, including high-end Turk-
ish-manufactured PX-5.7 models used exclusively by spe-
cial forces, and 92 live cartridges were seized. Four key
operatives of the interstate arms supply chain were arrested
during the operation.“This module was involved in the smug-
gling of weapons from across the international border using
drones. Investigation revealed that traffickers based in Pa-
kistan deploy customised commercial drones to drop arms,
ammunition, and other contraband items near vulnerable
stretches of the border, primarily during late-night hours to
avoid detection,” said Sanjeev Kumar Yadav, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Crime).

The arrests were made after the police received intel-
ligence on November 19 that arms traffickers supplying so-
phisticated weapons to gangs in Delhi-NCR would arrive in
Rohini for a delivery. A trap was laid near the Khatu Shyam

temple stretch leading to Bawana, where a white Swift Dzire
matching the tip-off was intercepted.Inside a concealed
cavity in a speaker box, officers recovered a duffle bag
containing eight foreign-made pistols and 84 live cartridges
of 0.30 bore, said the police.The occupants of the car,
Mandeep Singh, 38, and Dalvinder Kumar, 34, both resi-
dents of Jalandhar district of Punjab, were arrested. Their
questioning led the police to two more intermediaries, Rohan
Tomar, 30, and Ajay, 37, both from Baghpat in Uttar
Pradesh. Two additional pistols and eight cartridges were
recovered at their instance, the police said.The drones used
for arms trafficking typically fly at low altitude to evade ra-
dar and carry small but high-value payloads, the officer
said.The consignments are dropped at pre-selected GPS
locations close to the border fence, where receivers on the
Indian side, usually local criminals or drug/arms traffickers,
retrieved the material, Yadav said.‘Network relies on local
collaborators who monitor police movement“The handlers
coordinate the drop through encrypted communication plat-

forms and frequently change locations
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2 from Shivamogga IS module, whose handler
is suspected to be linked to Red Fort blast,

—

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

A special court in Bengaluru sentenced two persons
belonging to the Shivamogga module of a nascent terror
group to six years’ imprisonment on Friday after they
pleaded guilty to terrorism charges. The handler of this
module is suspected to be linked to the Kashmir doctors’
module behind the November 10 blast near the Red Fortin
Delhi.The two accused, Zabiulla alias Jabiulla alias
Mohammed Zabiulla alias Charbi, 34, and Nadeem Faizal,
29, both residents of Shivamogga, were sentenced in the
case probed by the National Investigation Agency (NIA).
They were arrested in 2022.A group of 10 others who were
part of the module — including the accused in last year’s
March 1 Bengaluru Rameshwaram Cafe blast case Abdul
Matheen Taha, 32, Mussavir Hussain Shazib, 32, and the
accused in the 2022 Mangaluru cooker blast case
Mohammed Shariq, 27 — have not pleaded guilty and have
chosen to face trial in the case.The special court for NIA
and terrorism cases in Bengaluru convicted Zabiulla and
Nadeem Faizal to six years of rigorous imprisonment on
charges of criminal conspiracy under the Indian Penal Code
and multiple charges of terrorism under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) — under sections 13, 16, 17, 18,
20, 38, 39, and 40 of the UAPA for unlawful activities, ter-
rorist conspiracy, terrorist act, and being part of a terrorist
organisation.

“The substantial sentences imposed on the offenders
/ Accused Nos.8 and 9 shall run concurrently. The period
of detention undergone by the offenders / Accused Nos.8
and 9 in judicial custody shall be set off against the term of
imprisonment imposed, as provided under Section 428 of
the CrPC,” the special court said in its order on
Friday.Suspected link to other modulesThe Shivamogga
module is alleged to have been handled by a missing ac-
cused in a 2012 Bengaluru Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) terror
conspiracy case, Mohammed Shahid Faizal, 42. Faisal,
who is currently based abroad, is suspected to be also linked
to the Kashmir doctors accused in the Red Fort blast, and
a 2022 Coimbatore suicide bomb case on account of the
modus operandi employed by the separate modules in the
blasts.The NIA alleged that Zabiulla was radicalised and
recruited by Mohamed Shariq, the accused in the Mangaluru
cooker bomb blast, which occurred accidentally while he
was transporting the device in an autorickshaw “for further-
ing the activities of Islamic State (IS)”. Zabiullah is alleged
to have “radicalised and recruited his friend Nadeem
Faizal’.Zabiulla and Nadeem Faizal were paid by Shariq for
participation in the terror conspiracy by conducting recce
for targets of attack on behalf of Shariq who, in turn, was
being directed by a handler based abroad who identified
himself in online chats only as the “Colonel” but was later
identified after the Bengaluru Rameshwaram Blast probe
as Shahid Faizal.Zabiulla is alleged to have procured match
boxes and supplied them to Shariq while the latter was try-
ing to create an |IED with everyday materials as directed by
the handler.“Scrutiny of mobile phone of accused Zabiulla
(A-8) revealed a lot of images and speeches/ videos by
leaders of PFIl, SDPI and ISIS radicalisation videos/audios
of Maulana Masood Azhar,” the NIA told the court. A video

awarded 6 years’ jail for 2022 terror plot

of a wanted terrorist Farhatullah Ghauri, 58, who is origi-
nally from Hyderabad and suspected to be in Pakistan, was
also found with the two men.Ghauri is reported by security
agencies to be the father-in-law of the alleged handler of the
Shivamogga module Shahid Faizal alias ‘Ustad’ alias
‘Colonel’.How the Shivamogga module was unearthedThe
module was incidentally uncovered by the police and secu-
rity agencies in 2022 after a stabbing incident that occurred
in the city of Shivamogga on Independence Day, where
Zabiullah was arrested for attempting to kill an innocent
bystander in a communal incident.

Zabiullah, who had a criminal record in the region, was
arrested, along with a group of local residents, after a 20-
year-old worker at a local silk clothing store, Prem Singh,
was stabbed. The subsequent questioning and the analy-
sis of his mobile phone alerted the police to the fact that he
had been receiving content on the Islamic State and on top-
ics like making Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) us-
ing easily available materials.“In the course of the state-
ment of the accused in the stabbing case, we learned that
one person identified as Mohammed Shariq was radicalising
the youths. Based on this statement, Shariq was consid-
ered an accused in the stabbing case and a separate case
of terror under UAPA was also filed,” police sources said in
2022. Zabiullah’s mobile phone revealed a video sent by
Shariq, a dropout from a commerce graduation course,
about efforts to build an IED.The findings led to the arrest of
two associates of Shariq — Maaz Ahmed and Syed Yasin,
21-year-old engineering students. “They believe that just
how IS operates and declares war against the non-believ-
ers/kafirs through jihad to uplift Islam, they too should carry
out jihad against the kafirs and have stored material required
to make explosives for the purpose,” the Shivamogga po-
lice said in a statement on September 22, 2022.After learn-
ing how to make IEDs from the material shared by Shariq,
the group allegedly purchased timer relay circuits required
for the bomb from Amazon, two batteries of nine volts each,
switches, wires, match boxes and other explosive materi-
als in Shivamogga, the police said in September 2022.“The
accused had experimentally exploded the bomb made by
them at a place locally known as Kemmangundi on the
banks of Tunga river in Shivamogga district, and the ex-
perimental blast was successful,” said a statement by the
Shivamogga SP at the time.Funding in cryptocurrency from
foreign handler

The probe in Shivamogga revealed that Sharig and an
associate, Syed Yasin, received funding in the form of
cryptocurrency for conversion into regular cash for the
group’s activities from abroad.The NIA probe found that
Yasin got cryptocurrency deposited into the crypto wallet
of his friend Mohammed Noorin Sharief and collected the
cash. Yasin also allegedly received cryptocurrency in his
crypto wallet and “transferred more than Rs 1 lakh into the
account of accused No.1 (Mohammed Shariq)”.The mod-
ule is suspected to have received over Rs 5 lakh in
cryptocurrency from handlers suspected to be based
abroad. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) launched a probe
into the funding of the module after it executed the
Rameshwaram Cafe blast on March 1, 2024.According to
the NIA’s probe, the online handler identified as ‘Colonel’
transferred the funds to the members of the module “in
cryptocurrency to crypto wallets of the accused and their
friends to further the activities of Islamic State”.“The bank
statements and other documents collected by the investi-
gating officer clearly go to show that accused No.2 (Maaz
Muneer) received cryptocurrencies through crypto wallets
of accused No.4 (Reeshan Shaikh), witnesses Shadab,
Mohamed Riyaz, Tabish Tabarak Sheikh and others,” the
NIA has reported to the special court for terrorism.Reeshan
Shaikh received cryptocurrencies from the online handler
‘Colonel’ and in the crypto account of his college friend
Shadab, the NIA has alleged.

New Aravalli definition may open
low hills to mining: Activists

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Environmentalists and water conservationists have
criticised the Supreme Court’s November 20 order that ac-
cepted a uniform, elevation-based definition of the Aravalli
Hills given by a Centre-appointed expert committee. Activ-
ists have warned that hills below 100 metres from local re-
lief will lose protection and could be opened for mining, threat-
ening the ecological continuity of India’s oldest mountain
range.A three-judge bench headed by CJI B R Gavai, and
comprising Justices K Vinod Chandran and N V Anjaria,
had asked the Centre to prepare a Management Plan for
Sustainable Mining (MPSM) “for the entire Aravalis” and
barred the grant of new mining licences in the region before
it is finalised.

“In the result, we pass the following order: (i) We ac-
cept the recommendations made by the Committee with
regard to the definition of Aravali Hills and Ranges given by
MoEF&CC...,” it had said.As per the definition, the Aravali
Hills is defined as any landform located in the Aravali dis-
tricts, having an elevation of 100 metres or more from the
local relief. While two or more Aravali Hills (as defined above)
located within the proximity of 500 m from each other, mea-
sured from the outermost point on the boundary of the low-
est contour line on either side, forms the Aravali
Range.'Deeply problematic’Neelam Ahluwalia, founder-
member of People for Aravallis, called the judgment a “mixed
bag”. “We welcome the complete freeze on new mining
leases and the mandate for a comprehensive management
plan. But accepting the uniform definition is deeply prob-
lematic. It excludes all hills below 100 metres from local
relief, breaking the continuity of the range and creating more
gaps for Thar desert dust to advance towards Haryana,
Delhi-NCR, Western UP and Eastern Rajasthan,” she
said.The group argued that even low, scrub-covered Aravalli
hills play critical roles in biodiversity conservation, ground-
water recharge, micro-climate regulation and checking dust
storms.Retired Conservator of Forests Dr R P Balwan said
Haryana’s natural forest cover, just 3.6%, could decline fur-
ther. “Most notified forests in the state lie on low-elevation
ridges that do not meet the 100-metre criterion. These ar-
eas will lose Aravalli protection and become vulnerable
again,” he warned.Ecologist Pia Sethi warned that loss of
vegetation on these smaller hills could disrupt local rainfall
patterns and increase heat stress. Environmentalist Tanuja
Chauhan said the move would further choke Delhi-NCR’s
“green lungs” at a time when cities in the region already
rank among the world’s most polluted.Water conservation-
ist Dr Rajendra Singh, known as the “Water Man of
Rajasthan”, said the Aravallis are a vital recharge zone, with
fractured rock systems capable of recharging up to 2 mil-
lion litres of groundwater per hectare. “Disturbing smaller

hills through mining will lower water tables and contaminate
aquifers across Gujarat, Rajasthan, South Haryana and
Delhi-NCR,” he cautioned.Ecologist Dr Ghazala
Shahabuddin noted that the range supports over 400 native
plant species, 200 bird species and mammals such as leop-
ards and hyenas. “Shrinking habitat will intensify human-
wildlife conflict,” she said.People for Aravallis also noted
that more than 12 breaches already exist in the range from
Ajmer-Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan to Mahendergarh in Haryana,
allowing desert dust to blow into the National Capital Re-
gion. “A height-based definition will create many more such
breaches,” the group said.

Hyderabad groundwater dips
despite heavy monsoon, raising
summer shortage concems

Hyderabad: Despite the city experiencing bountiful
rains this monsoon, the Ground Water Department’s re-
cent data report indicate a scenario of the groundwater re-
serves not replenishing as they should have.Based on the
comparison of September and October’s groundwater re-
port, the groundwater table across the city saw a signifi-
cant dip in certain areas such as Asif Nagar, Charminar,
Saidabad, Marredpally, Khairatabad, Musheerabad, and
Himayat Nagar. In these areas, the groundwater table dip
is found to range between a metre to 3 metre.Failure of in-
cessant heavy rains this monsoon to replenish the ground-
water resource in the city highlight the need to find solu-
tions of tapping the rain runoff and ensuring it percolates to
water table. At the present trend, where the groundwater
table doesn’t replenish adequately .

1 police constable, 2 others held in
Bengaluru ATM cash van heist; no
mobile phone used during robbery

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

The arrested have been identified as Annappa Naik, a
police constable with Govindapura police station in
Bengaluru East, Xavier, a former employee of CMS Info
Systems that was handling the ATM cash-loading van, and

Gopi, an employee at CMS. The Bengaluru police on
Saturday announced the arrests of a police constable and
two others, and recovered Rs 5.76 crore in connection with
the biggest broad-day heist where Rs 7.11 crore was robbed
from an ATM cash-carrying vehicle on November 19.
Bengaluru City Police Commissioner Seemant Kumar Singh
said that a gang of six to eight members is involved in the
crime, and they have launched a manhunt in many South
Indian states.Throughout the entire operation, no mobile
phones were used, eliminating the possibility of electronic
tracking, and there was a delay in reporting the crime by
the CMS staff, he added.Singh said that the gang had
planned the heist for more than three months and had done
recce for 15 days before executing their plan.On Novem-
ber 19, a gang, posing as Income Tax and Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) officers, allegedly intercepted an ATM cash-
loading vehicle near Ashoka Pillar at 12.48 pm and made
off with Rs 7.11 crore on the Dairy Circle Flyover.The crimi-
nals took control of the cash boxes and abandoned the van
by 1.16 pm before fleeing the scene. Following verification
of the incident, a case of dacoity by showing firearms was
registered at Siddapura Police Station.

Singh said that the criminals made multiple calculated
stops exclusively in areas without CCTV coverage, avoid-
ing any digital footprint. Gang members deliberately com-
municated in multiple languages to mislead investigators
about their origins and identities.The operation involved
multiple vehicles with frequent changes in number plates
and identifiers, making vehicle tracking extremely challeng-
ing. Adding to the complexity, the stolen currency notes
had not been serialized by the issuing bank, virtually elimi-
nating the possibility of tracing them through banking chan-
nels, he added.The operation was led by 11 Police Inspec-
tors and 2 Assistant Commissioners of Police from South
Division, along with 6 Pls from the Crime Branch (CCB), all
supervised by senior officers.Investigation teams pursued
technical and field leads across Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana, with some teams
extending their coverage to Goa. More than 30 individuals
were questioned as part of the probe.The police also traced
and seized one of the vehicles used in the crime.According
to investigators, the gang is estimated to consist of around
six to eight people with clearly defined roles spanning the
planning phase, execution of the heist, and post-crime move-
ment of the stolen cash.A police officer said that Gopi was
the mastermind who chalked out the movement and route
in which the cash would be transported for CMS. “As he
was part of the gang, it became easier for the gang to con-
duct the robbery. The precise knowledge of CCTV blind
spots indicates extensive reconnaissance and planning,”
the officer added.Lapses from CMS that flouted several RBI
guidelinesSingh also said that there were lapses from CMS
as they had flouted several RBI guidelines, including the
GPS location equipment that was not working. “According
to the RBI, the cash movement route must often be changed
so that it does not become predictable. But with the inside
staff part of the crime, it became easier,” he added.Xavier
was also involved in a similar offence in the KG Halli police
limits previously and was sent to jail. A year ago, he had
met with an accident. Annappa Naik trained the gang on
how to execute without leaving any clue,” a police officer
said.

Court imposes fine of Rs 90,000 on kiosk outside
PU for selling shakes, sandwiches without licence

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

The case was initiated by the Chandigarh Administra-
tion through the Health Department against Gian Singh and
Associates, which runs Kiosk No. 2 at Food Street, Sector
14, along with its partners Giano Devi and Harish Kumar.
Pankaj Kumar, who was present as manager at the time of
inspection, was also named in the complaint.According to
the prosecution, Food Safety Officer Bharat Kanojia car-
ried out an inspection of the kiosk, which sells shakes, cold
drinks, sandwiches, noodles, on September 5, 2023. Dur-
ing the check, he found Pankaj operating the food outlet
and selling various ready-to-eat items without any valid food
licence. The FSO stated that the business was being con-
ducted for public sale and human consumption, thereby
requiring a licence under Sections 26(2)(iii) and 31(1) of the
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.

Based on this violation, a challan was issued to the
firm and its partners for contravention of the law punishable
under Section 63 of the Act.During the trial, the defence
counsel argued that the inspection lacked credibility as no
independent witness from the scene was examined. They
also argued that no food samples or raw materials were
seized, and further claimed that Pankaj had no connection
with the ownership or partnership of Gian Singh and Asso-
ciates, suggesting false implication.However, Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate (CJM) Sachin Yadav dismissed these ar-
guments, noting that the testimony of the FSO was consis-
tent and reliable. The court observed that there was no evi-
dence of any enmity between the FSO and the accused,
leaving no basis for claims of false implication. The absence
of independent witnesses or food sample seizure did not, in

the court’s view, undermine the fact that the kiosk was op-
erating without a mandatory licence.The court held that
Pankaj was present as a manager and not a partner of the
firm, and since the prosecution did not produce evidence to
establish his legal responsibility for licensing compliance,
he was acquitted of all charges.In contrast, the court found
partners Giano Devi and Harish Kumar, along with the firm
Gian Singh and Associates, guilty of conducting food busi-
ness without the required licence.

The court ruled that the prosecution had clearly estab-
lished the offence under Section 31(1) read with Section
26(2)(iii), punishable under Section 63 of the Food Safety
and Standards Act.Taking into account the age and ante-
cedents of the convicts, the court awarded a lenient sen-
tence: imprisonment till rising of the court and a fine of Rs
30,000 each, amounting to a total fine of Rs 90,000.

4 dead, 3 injured as Shiv Sena candidate’s
campaign car crashes into bikers on Thane flyover

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

A senior police officer said the accident took place while
Chaubey was heading to Buvapada for an election cam-
paign in Ambernath West.A senior police officer said the
accident took place while Chaubey was heading to
Buvapada for an election campaign in Ambernath West. A
routine campaign drive turned fatal on Friday evening when
the driver of Shiv Sena candidate Kiran Chaubey’s car lost
control on the Ambernath flyover in Thane district, crashing
into bikers coming from the opposite direction. Four people
died in the accident, and three received grievous injuries.

A senior police officer said the accident took place while
Chaubey was heading to Buvapada for an election cam-
paign in Ambernath West.The officer said eyewitnesses told
them that Chaubey’s driver, Laxman Shinde, 30, became
motionless while driving as he suffered a heart attack and
lost control of the Tata Nexon car.CCTV footage captured
the high-impact crash, showing the Nexon car heading from
Ambernath East to West suddenly swerving right before
colliding with at least four to five vehicles.Sachin Gore,
Deputy Commissioner of Police, said, “The post mortem
(of Shinde) would clear the exact reason... We cannot say
at this stage what happened to the driver. But he lost con-
trol of the vehicle, and that was captured by the CCTV
camera.”The deceased have been identified as Laxman
Shinde, driver of Chaubey’s car, bikers Chandrakant
Anarse, Shailesh Jadhav, and Sumit Chelani. Due to the
impact of the crash, Anarse was flung into the air along with
his motorcycle and later died during treatment. Anarse and
Jadhav were employees of the municipal council.Among

the injured, Chaubey is currently admitted to Fortis Hospi-
tal. Other injured persons, Amit Chavan and an unidentified
biker, are recuperating in Dombivali hospital, said a police
officer.Senior Inspector Shabbir Sayyed of Ambernath po-
lice station said passersby rushed to the spot after the ac-
cident.

The injured bikers were taken to the hospital while
people broke open the car’s windows to pull Chaubey out
of the mangled vehicle.The Ambernath police have regis-
tered a case against driver Shinde. The police are analysing
CCTV footage as well as eyewitness accounts to recon-
struct the sequence of events. The police said they would
also carry out a mechanical inspection of the car to deter-
mine the cause of the accident.

MD forecasts heavy
rain, squally weather for
Andaman and Nicobar

The Met office said that a low-pressure area had de-
veloped over south Andaman Sea near the Strait of Mal-
acca. “It is very likely to move west-northwestwards and
intensify into a depression by November 22 and lay over
southeast Bay of Bengal. The system will continue to move
west-northwestwards and further intensify and prevail over
southwest Bay of Bengal till about November 26,” the IMD
said.As the IMD has also indicated further intensification of
the system, weather experts are not ruling out the develop-
ment of a cyclone around November 26.As the system
approaches, moderate intensity rainfall will prevail along the
islands till Sunday. Thereafter, the Nicobar islands will ex-
perience an increase in rainfall activity with the IMD warn-
ing of heavy to very heavy rainfall (105 to 204 mm in 24
hours) on November 24 and 25.Fishermen have been
warned against venturing into Andaman Sea and southwest
Bay of Bengal till November 25 and along the southeast
Bay of Bengal till November 28. Squally weather with winds
with speeds reaching 35 to 45 km/hr, gusting to 55 km/hr,
is likely to prevail till Sunday.
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BLO found dead in Bengal: As family  Railways to take action after woman seen cooking
blames SIR work pressure, Mamata

asks, ‘How many more need to die?’

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

A 53-year-old booth-level officer (BLO) in West
Bengal’s Nadia district allegedly died by suicide on Satur-
day, with her family claiming that it was due to the “severe
mental stress” she was under due to work related to the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in the state.Rinku Tarafdar, a para-teacher from
Krishnanagar who had recently been assigned the BLO re-
sponsibilities, was allegedly found dead by her husband at
their residence in Sasthitala. While the police are yet to is-
sue a statement on the incident, West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee questioned the SIR process even as
the Election Commission sought a report.

According to Rinku’s family, she had been stressed,
especially after BLOs were given the responsibility of data
entry, as she lacked adequate computer skills, a key re-
quirement for the digital workload involved in the SIR
process.Her family further alleged that she had been strug-
gling for days with the door-to-door visits and continuous
calls regarding queries with the enumeration forms, along
with the growing weight of administrative demands, tight
deadlines, and the fear of punitive action in case of errors.“In
her suicide note, she has blamed the Election Commis-
sion. She was unable to upload the form online. She used
to worry that she would be blamed for the non-completion

of forms,” Rinku’s husband, Asish Tarafdar, told the
media.Rinku’s brother-in-law, Abhijit Tarafdar, said that she
was a part-time teacher and was not used to computers.
“Despite that, she was forced into such a huge responsibil-
ity. She could not take the pressure, and this is the result.
She would tell us that the pressure was immense. She was
mentally disturbed for the past few days due to this,” he
added.“Profoundly shocked to know of the death of yet an-
other BLO, a lady para-teacher, who has committed sui-
cide at Krishnanagar today. BLO of part number 201 of AC
82 Chapra, Smt Rinku Tarafdar, has blamed ECI in her
suicide note ( copy is attached herewith) before committing
suicide at her residence today,” Banerjee posted on X. “How
many more lives will be lost? How many more need to die
for this SIR? How many more dead bodies shall we see for
this process? This has become truly alarming now!!” she
added.The incident occurred two days after Banerjee wrote
to the chief election commissioner, highlighting the multiple
suicides of BLOs and citizens across Bengal. In her letter,
she accused the Election Commission of rushing the voter
list revision exercise and urged its immediate
suspension.Meanwhile, the Election Commission has
sought an urgent report from the district magistrate (DM)
on the entire incident. “We have sought a report from the
DM on this issue.

Why was Rinku Tarafdar mentally distraught? What
had happened? After the report arrives, the next course of
action will be decided,” a senior Election Commission offi-
cial said.Earlier this week, another BLO allegedly died by
suicide due to work pressure. Shantimoni Ekka, 48, a resi-
dent of Rengamati panchayat in Malbazar, had recently
been assigned SIR duties as a BLO and had been going
from house to house distributing and collecting forms. Her
family alleged that she had been under tremendous pres-
sure, was mentally distressed and had died by suicide. The
police did not, however, find any suicide note.On Novem-
ber 9, BLO Namita Hansdar died of a brain stroke in Purba
Bardhaman district. Her family alleged that she had to work
“day and night” in her role as BLO of booth number 278 of
Chowk Balrampur, Memari.

350th martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur: Anandpur
Sahib turns white, gears up for historic observance

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

With the 350th martyrdom day of the ninth Sikh Guru,
Guru Tegh Bahadur, drawing near—commemoration events
begin on Sunday—the holy city of Sri Anandpur Sahib in
Punjab is wearing a transformed look.As one enters the
city, the first striking impression is of an entirely white land-
scape. Houses, shops, and religious structures along the
front stretch have all been painted with a fresh coat of white,
creating the sense of stepping into a serene, sacred town-
ship gearing up for a historic moment.

This large-scale repainting, made possible through
contributions led by Anandpur Sahib MLA and minister
Harjot Singh Bains—amounting to 25,000 litres of white-
wash donated by political leaders, workers, and common
citizens—has given the city a unified and almost spiritual
glow.Beyond its whitewashed fagade, the city is buzzing
with elaborate preparations. The Punjab government has
given Anandpur Sahib a complete facelift to accommodate
the massive footfall expected during the commemoration.
Along with the gurudwaras that already attract hundreds of
devotees daily, the city’s landmarks—especially Virasat-
e-Khalsa—have become major points of interest for
visitors.A week of sacred eventsThe commemorative
events are spread across several days. A major Nagar
Kirtan set the tone for the celebrations when it began on
November 19 from Gurdwara Chhevi Patshahi in Srinagar.
Travelling through Jammu, Pathankot, Dasuya, Hoshiarpur,
Mahilpur, and Garhshankar, this procession will culminate
at Gurdwara Sri Sis Ganj Sahib in Sri Anandpur Sahib on
Saturday.On the same day, another Nagar Kirtan will begin
from Gurdwara Sri Sangat Sar Pathwala in Gurdaspur,
passing through Batala, Baba Bakala Sahib, Sri Amritsar
Sahib, Tarn Taran, Goindwal Sahib, Kapurthala, Kartarpur,
Jalandhar, Phagwara, Banga, Nawanshehar, and Balachaur
before reaching Sri Sis Ganj Sahib.Two more Nagar
Kirtans—one beginning from Qila Mubarak in Faridkot and
another from Takht Sri Damdama Sahib in Talwandi Sabho,
both starting on November 20—will also conclude at Sri
Anandpur Sahib on November 22.

On November 23, Sri Akhand Path Sahib will com-
mence at Baba Buddha Dal Chhauni, and an exhibition on
the life of Guru Tegh Bahadur will be inaugurated at Virasat-
e-Khalsa. The same day will witness a Sarv Dharm
Sammelan at the main pandal in Baba Buddha Dal Chhauni,
bringing together eminent religious leaders from various
faiths, including Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Dr Rabbi Ezekiel
Isaac Malekar, Bhikkhu Sanghasena, Swami Chidanand
Saraswati, Acharya Lokesh Muni, Dr Binny Sareen, Haji
Syed Salman Chishty, Mahant Gyandev, Syed Afsar Ali
Nizami, Param Pujya Muktanand Bapu, Mahant
Sampurnanand, etc.The following day, November 24, will
see events at the Sheesh Bhent Nagar Kirtan from Kiratpur
Sahib to Bhai Jaita Ji Memorial. A heritage walk covering
Gurudwara Bhora Sahib, Gurudwara Sheesh Ganj Sahib,
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Museum, Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib,
and Qila Anandgarh Sahib will conclude at Virasat-e-
Khalsa.A special Vidhan Sabha session will also be held at
Bhai Jaita Ji Memorial, while the Charan Ganga Stadium
will host cultural and martial performances, including gatka,
tent pegging, dhal-talwar duels, shastra darshan, and Simran
and sword fusion.From November 23 to 29, a spectacular
drone show at Virasat-e-Khalsa will narrate the life and
teachings of Guru Tegh Bahadur through advanced light
and laser technology. On November 25, after the Bhog of
Sri Akhand Path Sahib, the Sarbat Da Bhala Ikattarta
programme will take place at Baba Buddha Dal Chhauni.

For the thousands of devotees expected to stay in the
holy city, two expansive tent cities—Chak Nanki Niwas Tent
City at Chandesar and Bhai Mati Das Niwas Tent City at
Jhinjri—are rising across 81 acres. Designed to collectively
accommodate 9,520 pilgrims in a mix of 4-bedded units
and 16-bedded dormitory tents, these tent cities are equipped
with high-speed Wi-Fi, dedicated washrooms, bathing ar-
eas, uninterrupted water supply, CCTV surveillance, LED
screens, and 24x7 Aam Aadmi Clinics offering OPD ser-
vices, lab tests, and medicines.Daily fogging, disinfection
drives, water tankers, mobile toilets, and bathing vans en-
sure sanitation and hygiene across the premises. Shuttle
services and e-rickshaws are being arranged to smoothly
connect these tent cities with Kesgarh Sahib, Virasat-e-
Khalsa, main pandal areas, parking sites, and help desks.To
manage the unprecedented vehicular rush, the administra-
tion has developed a structured three-tier parking system
with Category A slots nearest to the major congregation

points, Category B stations at mid-range locations, and
Category C spaces on the periphery to prevent congestion
near central venues.Every parking zone has CCTV sur-
veillance, barricading, lighting, signage, marshals, and mo-
bile toilets. A massive shuttle transport network—including
500 e-rickshaws, 150 minibuses, 25 Force Urbania vans,
15 cars, 20 Tata Ace support vehicles, and 10 golf carts for
elderly and specially abled visitors—will ferry devotees from
parking areas to key locations under the supervision of an
Integrated Control Centre.

Security arrangements are equally comprehensive,
with more than 8,000 police personnel deployed across the
city. Sri Anandpur Sahib has been divided into 25 sectors,
each with its own sub-control room and help desk. A so-
phisticated high-tech control room has been established with
automatic number plate recognition systems, PTZ and fa-
cial recognition cameras, and surveillance drones monitor-
ing all entry and exit points.Smart barricading systems, real-
time digital mapping of parking zones in collaboration with
IIT Ropar, and round-the-clock patrol teams are working to
ensure seamless movement and safety. Medical facilities,
including mohalla clinics and referral hospitals, are on
standby, while recovery vans and cranes have been sta-
tioned to handle emergencies. Lady police and specially
trained personnel in civil uniform have also been deployed
in high-footfall and sensitive areas.The much-anticipated
drone show, scheduled daily from November 23 to 29 at
Virasat-e-Khalsa, will bring alive the philosophy, humanism,
and supreme sacrifice of Guru Tegh Bahadur through cut-
ting-edge visual projections, lasers, and a powerful
soundscape. The show is expected to offer a deeply
immersive experience, particularly for younger generations
witnessing the Guru’s life story depicted through
technology.In every corner, in every freshly painted wall,
the city appears not merely prepared for visitors but pre-
pared for history.

26 e-commerce platforms
declare compliance to
eliminate dark pattems

New Delhi: In a major step towards protecting con-
sumer interest in the digital marketplace, 26 leading e-com-
merce platforms have voluntarily submitted self-declara-
tion letters confirming compliance to eliminate dark patterns,
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribu-
tion, on Thursday.The compliance with the Guidelines for
Prevention and Regulation of Dark Patterns, 2023, marks
a significant milestone in India’s efforts to curb deceptive
online design practices that mislead or manipulate
consumers.“The platforms have conducted internal self-
audits or third-party audits to identify, assess, and elimi-
nate any presence of dark patterns. All 26 companies have
declared that their platforms are free from dark patterns and
do not deploy any manipulative user interface designs,” the
Ministry said.The compliance demonstrates a strong com-
mitment towards consumer transparency, fair trade prac-
tices, and ethical digital ecosystems.The Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) has also appreciated these
declarations and termed them “exemplary”. It encouraged
other companies to adopt similar self-regulation.To
strengthen compliance, CCPA issued an Advisory on 5
June 2025, instructing all e-commerce platforms and online
service providers to conduct a mandatory self-audit within
three months to detect and eliminate dark patterns.

noodles in electric kettle in train’s AC coach

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Central Railway responded firmly on X, saying action
had begun against the channel and womanThe Central Rail-
way said action had been initiated against the woman cook-
ing maggi on a train using a kettle.Terming it a major safety
violation, the Central Railway (CR) is set to take action af-
ter a viral video emerged recently showing a woman pas-
senger cooking instant noodles inside a train’s AC
coach.“This is a serious safety violation and it will be dealt
with firmly,” said a senior CR official, reacting to the video.
The official added that “such acts, though seemingly minor
to passengers, carry significant fire risks and cannot be
ignored.”

The clip, first posted on the Instagram account of one
Sarita Lingayat on November 20, shows a woman plugging
a domestic electric kettle into a charging socket inside a
train’s coach. These sockets, railway engineers said, are
intended only for low-power devices such as mobile phones

and laptops. In the video, the woman is seen preparing
noodles and joking that she could “set up a kitchen any-
where”, even claiming that she was making tea for more
than a dozen people.The footage drew quick criticism online,
with several users tagging the Central Railway’s official
handles and pointing out the potential danger of using high-
wattage appliances inside coaches. Railway officials said
the act not only violates onboard electrical safety protocols
but also risks causing electrical overloads that could lead
to short circuits or fires.

CR officials said they have identified the social media
account which posted the clip and are working to trace the
passenger by matching reservation details, CCTV footage,
and digital records. “We are correlating her travel data and
the footage from the train. Once confirmed, action will be
taken under the Railways Act,” another senior official told
The Indian Express. Officials indicated that Section 147(1),
concerning trespass or misuse of railway property after law-
ful entry, is likely to be applied.Following the incident, CR
reiterated on its official X handle that appliances such as
kettles, immersion rods and heating coils are strictly pro-
hibited in trains. Technical staff explained that these appli-
ances typically draw between 1,000 and 2,000 watts, while
coach sockets supply only 110 volts at low amperage, de-
signed exclusively for light electronics. Overloading them
can trip the electrical supply, disrupt the AC system, or trig-
ger fire hazards.The CR official added that while such inci-
dents are infrequent, they are not isolated. “Passengers
must understand that coach sockets cannot handle heavy
voltage. Using them for heating appliances is dangerous
and puts everyone at risk. Strict action will be taken against
anyone who compromises safety,” the official said.

No prayers at Sanjauli mosque,
protesters end indefinite hunger strike

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

The Sanjauli mosque, declared illegal by courts and
marked for demolition, wore a deserted look Friday even
as various right wing organizations on an indefinite hunger
strike, suspended their protest after the local administra-
tion agreed for meeting on November 29 to discuss their
demands “within the ambit of the law”.The protesters, led
by the Dev Bhoomi Sangharsh Samiti, who have been sit-
ting on an indefinite hunger strike outside the Sanjauli po-
lice station— around 70 metres from the mosque — par-
tially blocked the traffic, but didn’t move towards the mosque,
where a heavy police contingent had already been deployed.

Although the main entry gate to the mosque was found
bolted from the outside, a few people entered the building
through a side passage prompting some activists to lodge
their protest before the police personnel standing
there.Maulana Shahzad Alam, the mosque’s cleric, said,
“No one came to offer prayers. Whoever wanted to come
was told to pray at another mosque. | can’t say beyond
this. This land belongs to the State Wagf Board. | am a sala-
ried employee here”.Mohammed Irfan, a resident of Dhalli,
said, “Due to heavy police presence and the current situa-
tion, my friends and | preferred not to go to the Sanjauli
mosque for Friday prayers. There are other mosques in
Shimla, so we went there. The fixed time for Friday prayer
was 1.30 pm. Yesterday, when | contacted office bearers
of the mosque committee, they had hinted that we should
avoid going.”"Meanwhile, a short video went viral even as
district administration officials—including Additional District
Magistrate (ADM) Pankaj Sharma—were interacting with
the protesters. The video showed certain individuals enter-
ing the mosque, prompting protesters to intensify their de-
mand to seal the disputed structure and disconnect its wa-
ter and electricity supply.Vikas Thapta, one of the protest-
ors on hunger strike, said, “A local resident shot a video
showing people entering the mosque, bypassing the police

stationed at the main entrance. When a structure has al-
ready been declared illegal, what is the point of performing
religious activity there? We have ended our indefinite hun-
ger strike for now, as the administration has assured us
that our demands will be discussed on November 29.”

The atmosphere at the protest site grew tense when
right-wing activists under the banner of the Hindu Sangharsh
Samiti urged Hindus to boycott goods and services sold or
provided by members of a certain community. ADM Pankaj
Sharma told The Indian Express, “There was no traffic jam
or any untoward situation. We conveyed to the protesters
that a joint meeting will be held on November 29 to discuss
their demands, within the ambit of the law. Action will be
taken as per rules and regulations.”Shimla SDM Oshin
Sharma, ASP Navdeep Singh, Sanjauli SHO Jaswant
Singh, and other officials were present at the site.Meanwhile,
protester Madan Thakur, who was on indefinite strike, was
taken to Indira Gandhi Medical College & Hospital (IGMC)
due to low blood pressure. Others Vijay Sharma, Ashok
Sharma and Vikas Thapta take the food in the presence of
district administrative officials.

Inside ‘Malgudi’, Shankar Mahadevan’s
vegetarian South Indian all-day resto-cafe
with its own Kaapi programme

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Who hasn’t dreamt of opening a restaurant one day?
Shankar Mahadevan — the Grammy-winning, Padma Shri-
honoured singer and composer — is no exception. In Au-
gust this year, he launched Malgudi, an all-day South In-
dian resto-cafe in Borivali. The brand has been expanding
quickly: Chembur opened last week, and Lower Parel will
follow next week.“l have been manifesting it for over 20
years,” he told The Indian Express at the Chembur inaugu-
ration. “As artists, we are always dreaming — new songs,
new projects, new IPs — but we need people like Ram who
can take these dreams forward.”

He was referring to his friend K S Ramakrishnan (Ram
to most), the CEO and MD of Digiphoto Entertainment Im-
aging, who launched Eatopia Holdings in 2022.
Ramakrishnan recalled long admiring Mahadevan’s culinary
instincts. “l enjoyed his hospitality so much that | would land
up at his home whenever | was in Mumbai. One day, he
said, ‘What | can do in food could be a lot more than what
I've done in music.’ It was a tall statement coming from
him. It intrigued me,” Ramakrishnan said.Months later, over
dinner, Mahadevan expressed interest in joining one of
Ramakrishnan’s ventures. Ramakrishnan, then building
Eatopia Holdings, told him, “You are the real reservoir of
food. Why don’t you be a part of all of it?” Within minutes,
Mahadevan and his wife Sangeeta and Ramakrishnan and
his wife Sanghamitra were mapping out what they could
create together.Mahadevan eventually invested in the com-
pany and seven of its brands, from Spice Mantraa to Wandr.
When Malgudi, a brand they acquired and reimagined, came
along, Ramakrishnan asked him to nurture it. “In less than
three minutes, he said yes.”"Mahadevan was clear about
the gap he wanted to fill. “When you go out to eat South
Indian food, it is usually just an eating activity. It lacks ex-
perience. You can’t spend a nice evening there or celebrate
an occasion. On the other hand, high-end restaurants are
expensive and so dimly lit you need a torch to read the
menu. There is a huge vacuum in between,” he said. “I
wanted to offer soul food like dosa and kaapi, but in an ex-
periential setting — bright, colourful, welcoming, with kind
staff, premium cutlery and authentic taste. A place where
you can celebrate.”He added, “Malgudi is not just about food.
It is about stories of family, culture and creativity. Every
dosa, every cup of kaapi is a piece of heritage retold for
today.”Thus, Malgudi was born. Its bright indigo-blue facade
leads into a space with Chettinad-inspired tilework, an open
kitchen and a lively filter kaapi counter. Floor-to-ceiling sheer
curtains bathe the room in natural light, while terracotta-

topped tables, deep teal seating and orange-and-cream
patterned chairs create a warm, South Indian palette. Cane
accents, brass touches and framed illustrations and vin-
tage-style posters lend the space a modern yet nostalgic
character.Malgudi serves an all-vegetarian menu, with no
alcohol. The airy, perfectly made thatte idli with ghee podi
sets the tone, transporting you straight to Chennai. Another
standout is the Mulbagal Legacy Dosa, a 100-year-old
recipe from the town it's named after, a thick dosa that is
crisp outside, cloud-soft inside, served with coconut and
tomato chutneys, a special puli inji, and the signature
Mahadevan sambar.“Every community has its own sam-
bar,” said Sovon Saha, the corporate chef who spent months
travelling across southern India to master the cuisine. “The
one we serve is exactly what you get at Shankar
Mahadevan’s house.” Their sambar is thicker than most,
with a fragrant tempering of hing, mustard, curry leaves,
and boriya chilli.Mahadevan travelled with Saha to refine
the menu. “l went to ITC Chennai to learn how they make
perfect idli batter — they grind it with ice,” he said,
emphasising that he isn’t merely lending his name. “People
won’t come to Malgudi because | make good music. We
are completely invested.”Other signatures include the com-
forting Sri Lankan Tamil curry with idiyappam and the Bisi
Bele Bibimbap — Karnataka’s classic reborn as a spicy
stone-pot rice bowl. While the appetisers (podi cheese balls,
crispy lotus root, butter pepper garlic water chestnuts) were
underwhelming, the Filter Kaapi Barista program spotlight-
ing Chikmagalur beans, served in brass tumblers, im-
presses. So do indulgent fusions like Filter Kaapi with Ghee
and Jaggery. A non-caffeinated favourite is the Malgudi
Picante, a spicy blend of guava, pomegranate, Guntur chilli
and activated charcoal.Although suburbs like Borivali are
not usually a celebrity’s first choice for a flagship, the re-
sponse has been overwhelming. Mahadevan shared
proudly that on weekends, there is a waitlist for a table. But
why Borivali instead of Bandra? “Hume pata hai hit gaane
kaise banana hai (We know how to give a hit),” he laughed.
Ramakrishnan admitted they, too, were eyeing Bandra, but
research pointed them to Borivali. “If you do something in
Bandra, you won’t be forgiven. Borivali allows you
room.”The plan now is to “carpet bomb Greater Bombay.”
Their research shows potential for around 20 Malgudis.
Beyond Mumbai, they are eyeing Delhi and Ahmedabad.
Malgudi already has two outposts in Dubai, with two more
and an Abu Dhabi branch in the works.“Our vision is to make
Malgudi the global benchmark for modern South Indian din-
ing culture,” said Ramakrishnan. “
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(G20 host South Africa sees consensus for
summit declaration despite U.S. boycott

e

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

G20 envoys drew up a draft leaders’ declaration on
Friday (November 21, 2025) without U.S. input, four sources
familiar with the matter said, in a surprise move that a se-
nior White House official described as “shameful”.One of
those sources confirmed that the draft made references to
climate change, despite objections from the administration
of U.S. President Donald Trump, who doubts the scientific
consensus that warming is caused by human activities.In
opening remarks to the Johannesburg summit, Mr.
Ramaphosa said: “There’s been overwhelming consensus
and agreement that one of the other tasks we should un-
dertake right at the beginning is to ... adopt our
declaration.”He thanked all delegations who had worked
together with South Africa “in good faith to produce a wor-

thy G20 outcome document”. “We should not allow any-
thing to diminish the value, the stature and the impact of the
first African G20 presidency,” he continued. Trump rejects
South Africs’s G20 agenda

Mr. Trump said U.S. officials would not attend the sum-
mit because of allegations, widely discredited, that the host
country’s Black majority government persecutes its white
minority.The U.S. President has also rejected the host
nation’s agenda of promoting solidarity and helping devel-
oping nations adapt to weather disasters, transition to clean
energy and cut their excessive debt costs.The boycott had
put a dampener on Mr. Ramaphosa’s plans to trumpet South
Africa’s role in promoting multilateral diplomacy, but some
analysts suggested it might be a benefit, if other members
embrace the summit’s agenda and make headway on a
substantive declaration.It was not clear what concessions
had to be made on the language to reach agreement on a
draft declaration.The United States had objected to any
mention of climate or renewable energy in the discussion,
and some other members are often reticent about it. Three
out of four of South Africa’s planned top agenda items —
preparing for climate-induced weather disasters, financing
the transition to green energy, and ensuring the rush for
critical minerals benefits producers — are closely linked to
climate change.The fourth is about a more equitable sys-
tem of borrowing for poor countries.The United States will
host the G20 in 2026 and Mr. Ramaphosa said he would
have to hand over the rotating presidency to an “empty
chair’. The South African presidency has rejected a U.S.
offer to send the U.S. charge d’affaires for the G20 handover.

Commission for Air Quality Management
makes GRAP more stringent in Delhi-
NCR amid worsening air quality

The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM)
has tightened the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
for Delhi-NCR, advancing several pollution-control mea-
sures to earlier stages to prevent further deterioration of air
quality in the region.The revised schedule, finalised on No-
vember 21 after consultations with stakeholders, shifts mul-
tiple actions from higher alert stages to lower ones mean-
ing restrictions will now be triggered sooner as the Air Quality
Index (AQI) worsens.Under the new framework, several
curbs that previously fell under Stage Il (‘'Poor' AQI 201-
300) will now be enforced at Stage I.The city's overall AQlI
stood at 360 in the 'very poor' category at 9 am on Satur-
day, according to the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB).These include ensuring uninterrupted power sup-
ply to discourage the use of diesel generator sets, deploy-
ing additional personnel to streamline traffic at congestion-
prone points, issuing pollution alerts through newspapers,
TV and radio, and augmenting CNG and electric public
transport fleets with higher service frequency and differen-
tial fares to promote off-peak travel.Measures earlier listed
under Stage Il (‘'very poor' AQI 301-400) have been moved
to Stage I, such as staggering working hours for govern-
ment offices in Delhi, Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad and
Gautam Buddh Nagar. The Centre may also decide on stag-
gered timings for its offices in the region.Similarly, restric-

tions previously applicable only in Stage IV (‘severe+') will
now apply at Stage Il ('severe' AQI 401-450).These include
allowing public, municipal and private offices to operate with
50% staff while the remainder work from home.The Centre
may also implement work-from-home provisions for its
employees.CAQM said the changes were based on scien-
tific assessments, expert recommendations and past ex-
perience. Allimplementing agencies across NCR have been
directed to enforce the revised schedule immediately.

EU leaders meet in South Africa to
counter US Ukraine peace plan

#"hﬂ

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Kyiv: European leaders were set to meet in South Af-
rica on Saturday to hash out alternatives to a US plan to
halt Russia’s war in Ukraine, seen as favouring Moscow,
nearly four years after it invaded its neighbour.The 28-point
blueprint to end the Kremlin’s aggression sparked alarm in
Kyiv and European capitals, with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy saying on Friday that his country
could face a stark choice between standing up for its sov-
ereign rights and preserving the American support it needs.

European countries see their own future at stake in
Ukraine’s fight to beat back Russia, and have insisted on
being consulted in peace efforts. On Saturday, they pre-
pared to meet on the sidelines of a Group of 20 summit in

Johannesburg, South Africa, in a show of support to
Kyiv.The planned talks were announced by top European
Union officials, EU Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen and EU Council President Anténio Costa, after their
call with Zelenskyy on Friday.Earlier that day, von der Leyen
said a key principle for Kyiv’'s European allies was “nothing
about Ukraine without Ukraine”.

The US plan foresees Ukraine handing over territory
to Russia — something Kyiv has repeatedly ruled out —
while reducing the size of its army and blocking its coveted
path to NATO membership. It contains many of Moscow’s
long-standing demands, while offering limited security guar-
antees to Kyiv.Elsewhere, a nighttime Ukrainian drone strike
hit a fuel refinery in southern Russia, killing two people and
injuring two more, a local official said. The attack on the
Samara region in the latest of Kyiv's long-range strikes
against Russian oil infrastructure that it says fuels the
Kremlin’s war in Ukraine.Regional Gov Vyacheslav
Fedorishchev did not immediately name the site that was
targeted or detail any damage. There was no immediate
comment from Ukraine.Russian air defences overnight shot
down 69 Ukrainian drones over Russia and occupied
Crimea, including 15 flying over Samara province, accord-
ing to the Defence Ministry in Moscow.The nighttime strikes
forced at least five Russian airports to temporarily halt or
restrict operations, and cut off power to some 3,000 house-
holds in the southern city of Rylsk, according to Russian
officials.

Hasina mourns Bangladesh quake victims,
blames interim govt for negligence

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Saturday expressed deep sorrow over the loss
of lives and widespread destruction caused by the devas-
tating earthquake that struck the country.Her remarks came
after a 5.7-magnitude earthquake reportedly killed at least
10 people and injured more than 200 across Bangladesh,
causing widespread panic and structural damage.“Many
lives were lost, hundreds were injured, and the country has
suffered immense damage due to the terrible earthquake
that struck Bangladesh,” read a statement issued by the
former PM, which was posted on the Awami League’s so-
cial media platform.Expressing condolences for the victims
and extending sympathy to the bereaved families, Hasina
wished a swift recovery for those injured.Slamming the
Muhammad Yunus-led interim government, she said, “This
illegal occupying government has no accountability to the
people, and that is why they are not actively working to ease
the suffering of citizens. Instead, they are handing over the
country and its national resources to foreigners.”Highlighting
the country’s vulnerability to natural disasters, Hasina added,
“Bangladesh is a disaster-prone country. Keeping this in
mind, the Awami League government has governed the

state with policies of inclusive and sustainable
development.”The quake, which struck at 10:38 am on Fri-
day, measured 5.7 on the Richter scale according to the
Bangladesh Meteorological Department, which identified its
epicentre in Madhabdi, Narsingdi and described it as a
moderate earthquake.Following the earthquake, four people
died in Dhaka, five in Narsingdi, and one in Narayanganj. In
Dhaka, the fatalities occurred in Armanitola after the railing
of a building’s roof collapsed, killing three people and injur-
ing several others, reports the leading Bangladeshi news-
paper, The Dhaka Tribune.More than 200 people sustained
injuries in Dhaka, Narsingdi and Gazipur. The Directorate
General of Health Services confirmed that 10 injured people
were admitted to Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
and 10 others to Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad Medical Col-
lege Hospital.Several Dhaka University students were se-
riously hurt after leaping from buildings in panic, with at least
10 students injured, some requiring hospitalisation.Reports
from Dhaka indicated that minor cracks appeared in build-
ings across the capital, according to the local
media.Residents described the experience as unlike any
tremor they had felt before, with many taking to social me-
dia to share photos and videos showing cracked walls, dam-
aged floors and furniture scattered throughout their homes.

Bangladesh earthquake
kills 10, over 200 Injured

Dhaka: At least 10 people have died and more than
200 others were injured across Bangladesh after the 5.7-
magnitude earthquake struck the South Asian nation, caus-
ing widespread panic and structural damage, local media
reported on Saturday.Four of the victims died in Dhaka, five
in Narsingdi, and one in Narayanganj. In Dhaka, the fatali-
ties occurred in Armanitola after the railing of a building’s
roof collapsed, killing three people and injuring several oth-
ers, reports leading Bangladeshi newspaper, The Dhaka
Tribune.

In Narsingdi, five deaths were reported as the impact
of the tremor rippled through the district. The quake, which
struck at 10:38 a.m. on Friday, measured 5.7 on the Rich-
ter scale according to the Bangladesh Meteorological De-
partment, which identified its epicentre in Madhabdi,
Narsingdi and described it as a moderate earthquake.More
than 200 people sustained injuries in Dhaka, Narsingdi and
Gazipur. The Directorate General of Health Services con-
firmed that 10 injured people were admitted to DMCH and
10 others to Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad Medical College
Hospital.Several Dhaka University students were seriously
hurt after leaping from buildings in panic, with at least 10
students injured, some requiring hospitalisation.In Narsingdi,
45 people received treatment at the district hospital, with
three transferred to DMCH in critical condition, while an-
other 10 were treated at the Narsingdi 100-bed Hospital.In
Gazipur's Sreepur area, more than 150 workers were in-
jured in a stampede as they rushed out of the multi-storey
Denimex garment factory when the quake struck.Reports
from Dhaka indicated that minor cracks appeared in build-
ings across the capital, according to the local
media.Residents described the experience as unlike any
tremor they had felt before, with many taking to social me-
dia to share photos and videos showing cracked walls, dam-
aged floors and furniture scattered throughout their homes.

China takes spat with Japan over Taiwan to UN, cites
right of ‘self-defence’ against armed intervention

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

China has taken its widening spat with Japan to the
United Nations, accusing Tokyo of threatening “an armed
intervention” over Taiwan and vowing to defend itself in its
strongest language yet in the two-week-old dispute.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi committed
“a grave violation of international law” and diplomatic norms
when she said a Chinese attack on Taiwan could trigger a
military response from Tokyo, China’s U.N. Ambassador
Fu Cong wrote in a letter on Friday to U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres.“If Japan dares to attempt an armed
intervention in the cross-Strait situation, it would be an act
of aggression,” Mr. Fu wrote, according to a statement from
China’s U.N. mission. “China will resolutely exercise its right
of self-defence under the U.N. Charter and international law
and firmly defend its sovereignty and territorial
integrity.”Beijing views democratically governed Taiwan as
its own territory and has not ruled out the use of force to
take control of the island. Taiwan’s government rejects
Beijing’s claims and says only the island’s people can de-
cide their future.

Japan’s Foreign Ministry and Prime Minister’s Office
could notimmediately be reached on Saturday (November
22, 2025) for comment on Mr. Fu’s letter, the strongest criti-
cism of PM Takaichi yet from a senior Chinese official in
the biggest bilateral crisis in years.PM Takaichi, a conser-
vative nationalist who took office last month, ditched the
ambiguity that Japan and the U.S. have long used regard-
ing Taiwan when she told a questioner in parliament on
November 7 that a hypothetical Chinese attack on Taiwan
- which lies just over 100 km (60 miles) from Japanese
territory - could be deemed “a situation threatening Japan’s
survival”. That is a legal designation that allows a Japanese
prime minister to deploy the nation’s military.

PM Takaichi’s remarks sparked the tit-for-tat dispute
with China that has spilled beyond diplomacy in recent days,

with China saying it has “severely damaged” trade coop-
eration, while concerts of Japanese musicians in China have
been abruptly cancelled.Mr. Fu demanded that Japan “stop
making provocations and crossing the line, and retract its
erroneous remarks”, which he said were “openly challeng-
ing China’s core interests”.Ahead of this year’s 80th anni-
versary of Japan’s World War Two defeat, Beijing has in-
creasingly invoked Tokyo’s wartime atrocities and China’s
postwar role in setting up the U.N. as it criticises its Asian
neighbour and seeks to reshape the international gover-
nance system.China, a permanent member of the U.N.
Security Council, has repeatedly emphasised two postwar
declarations envisioning that Taiwan and other territories
that had been occupied by Japan would be “restored” to
Chinese rule.The Potsdam and Cairo declarations form the
basis for China’s legal claims of sovereignty over Taiwan,
though many governments view them as statements of in-
tent, not legally binding accords.Moreover, the declarations
were signed by the Republic of China government, which
fled to Taiwan in 1949 after losing a civil war with Mao
Zedong’s communists. Taiwan held China’s U.N. seat until
1971, when it was transferred to the Beijing government of
the People’s Republic of China.

Centre notifies four new Labour Codes

The government on Friday (November 21, 2025) noti-
fied all four Labour Codes ushering in major reforms includ-
ing extending universal social security coverage for gig
workers, promising gender pay parity, expanded rights and
safety for women workers, providing statutory backing for
minimum wages, and introducing fixed term employment.

Today, our Government has given effect to the Four
Labour Codes. It is one of the most comprehensive and
progressive labour-oriented reforms since Independence.
It greatly empowers our workers. It also significantly sim-
plifies compliance and promotes 'Ease of... — Narendra
Modi (@ narendramodi) November 21, 2025The four Labour
Codes — Code on Wages (2019), Industrial Relations Code
(2020), Code on Social Security (2020) and the Occupa-
tional Safety, Health and Working Conditions (OSHWC)
Code (2020) — have been held back due to protests from
trade unions, which continue. In a joint statement, 10 Cen-
tral Trade Unions (CTUs) called the Codes an “anti-worker
and pro-employer” reform.The laws came into effect from
Friday. These replaced 29 fragmented laws, many of which
date back to pre-Independence and early post-Indepen-
dence eras (1930s-1950s).Prime Minister Narendra Modi
described the new laws as “one of the most comprehen-
sive and progressive labour-oriented reforms since Inde-
pendence” which, he said, will serve as a strong foundation
for universal social security, minimum and timely payment
of wages, safe workplaces, and remunerative opportuni-
ties.

“It greatly empowers our workers. It also significantly
simplifies compliance and promotes ‘Ease of Doing Busi-
ness’,” he said in a post on X.Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said the Codes will formalise employ-
ment, strengthen worker protections, and make the labour
ecosystem simpler, safer and globally aligned. He had been
in regular touch with State governments, trade unions and
employer bodies for the past three years. The Ministry had
informed that almost all States had published draft rules for
the Codes, and the Centre is hand-holding those States and
Union Territories that were yet to frame the rules.

The reforms include expanded rights and safety for
women, including night-shift work, free annual health check-
ups for workers aged over 40 years, pan-India ESIC cov-
erage including hazardous process units, and a single reg-
istration, licence and return system. Additional systemic

reforms include a national floor wage, gender-neutral work
policy, inspector-cum-facilitator model for supportive com-
pliance, faster dispute resolution through two-member tri-
bunals, and a National Occupational Safety, Health (OSH)
Board to harmonise safety standards. The reforms are
aimed at streamlining contractual workers with the provi-
sion of “fixed term employees” which entails all benefits
equal to those of permanent workers, including leave, medi-
cal, and social security.The Codes have defined gig work,
platform work, and aggregators for the first time.Aadhaar-
linked Universal Account Number will make welfare ben-
efits easy to access, fully portable, and available across
States, regardless of migration. Plantation workers will be
brought under the OSHWC Code and the Social Security
Code.The government will now initiate consultations to frame
detailed rules and schemes.

On Thursday (November 20), the CTUs met Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and urged her not to
implement the Codes. On Friday, 10 unions sent a mes-
sage that the notification of these codes, amidst deepening
unemployment crisis and rising inflation is nothing short of
“declaration of war” on the working masses.“The Union gov-
ernment in cahoots with its capitalist cronies is attempting
to take the country back to the exploitative era of master-
servant relationship,” they said, adding that a series of pro-
tests will be launched on November 26 against the Codes.
The CTUs had observed a one-day general strike on July

| Reliance halts Russian
crude at Jamnagar SEZ to
meet EU sanctions

New Delhi: Reliance Industries Ltd on Thursday said
it has halted the use of Russian crude at its export-only
refinery in Jamnagar, Gujarat, as the company moves to
comply with European Union sanctions.Reliance is India’s
largest buyer of Russian oil, which it processes and turns
into fuel, such as petrol and diesel, at its giant oil refining
complex at Jamnagar.The complex is made up of two re-
fineries — one SEZ unit from which fuels are exported to the
European Union, the US and other markets, and an older
unit that caters to the domestic market.The European Union
— a big market for Reliance — has imposed wide-ranging
sanctions targeting Russia’s energy revenues, including
measures that restrict the import and sale of fuels produced
from Russian crude oil. To comply with these, Reliance has
stopped processing Russian crude oil at its only-for-exports
(SEZ) refinery.“We have stopped importing Russian crude
oil into our SEZ refinery with effect from November 20,” a
company spokesperson said in a statement.As is the case
with any large industrial factory, the refinery must have past
raw material (crude oil) inventories, which it is currently pro-
cessing and turning into fuels.
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The evolution of India’s
liver transplant programme

The first successful liver transplant was performed on
a 20-month-old child from Kancheepuram at Apollo Hospi-
tal in Delhi on November 15, 1998. This success laid the
foundation for theestablishment of liver transplantation in
India.The journeyln the early years, only a select group of
institutions took on the challenge of establishing liver trans-
plant programmes. They invested heavily in infrastructure,
built multidisciplinary teams, and trained specialists capable
of managing every aspect of the transplant. Back then, the
surgery involved large open incisions, prolonged
hospitalstays, and reliance on imported immunosuppres-
sant (anti-rejection) medicines that made the treatment pro-
hibitively expensive for most families.Over the years, how-
ever, steady progress has been made. From barely 100
procedures in 2005, the annual number of liver transplants
in India exceeded 1,000 by 2012. By 2024, the country was
performing roughly 4,500 transplants each year, one of the
highest volumes in Asia.

Innovation and expertiseBehind this transformation lies
a convergence of medical innovation, policy support, and
growing clinical expertise. Outcomes have improved
sharply as surgical techniques, post-operative care, and
infection control practices have evolved. Indigenous pro-
duction of essential immunosuppressive drugs has reduced
dependence on imports, significantly lowering long-term
costs.The introduction of minimally invasive and robotic
procedures has shortened hospital stays and enhanced re-
covery. Greater experience has allowed expansion to a
range of liver transplants — ABO incompatible transplants
(where the blood group of the donor and recipient does not
match), combined liver-kidney transplants, multiorgan trans-
plants, domino transplants, and auxiliary
transplants.Training programmes have produced a new
generation of skilled professionals — adult hepatologists,
paediatric hepatologists, surgeons, anaesthesiologists, and
transplant nurses — who are taking transplant services
beyond major metros to smaller cities. This decentralisation
has made access to advanced care more equitable and
strengthened the national transplant network.Despite this

growth, liver transplantation remains complex and costly,
calling for sustained policy attention. Greater coordination
between State and Central authorities under the Transplan-
tation of Human Organs Act (THOA) can help address key
barriers such as donor availability and public awareness.
India’s organ donation rate remains low compared to global
averages, leaving a vast unmet need. The majority of liver
transplants in India remain live donors, despite there being
many potential deceased organ donors. The country needs
to shift away from live donors to deceased donor trans-
plants. Southern and western regions in India have led in
deceased organ donations, and the rest of the country must
follow.

Teaching and tertiary care centres are ideally posi-
tioned to become major contributors to deceased organ
donation programmes. Efforts to integrate donor registra-
tion with existing national identity platforms — such as
Aadhaar, voter IDs, or driving licenses — could simplify
organ pledging and promote wider participation. Public
awareness must go beyond one-time campaigns. Regular
community education, coordinated hospital programmes,
and the inclusion of organ donation topics in medical and
nursing curricula can help change long-term attitudes to-
ward donation.While India’s transplant outcomes now com-
pare favourably with global standards, we need to improve
access. Expanding health insurance coverage — both pub-
lic and private — to include the entire continuum of care,
from evaluation to recovery, will ease the financial burden.
Equally important is improving early referral systems. Many
patients with end-stage liver disease are referred to trans-
plant centres only after irreversible complications arise.
Earlier referrals, guided by clear protocols and greater pri-
mary care awareness, can improve outcomes and reduce
costs by avoiding late-stage interventions.

India’s liver transplant story is one of adaptation, col-
laboration, and resilience. In less than three decades, the
country has moved from a handful of experimental attempts
to a thriving ecosystem with global standard outcomes. What
began as a rare, high-risk procedure is now a successful
treatment option for thousands of patients each year.The
next phase of this journey must focus on scaling capacity,
enhancing deceased donation, and ensuring greater finan-
cial inclusivity. As we celebrate 27 years of successful liver
transplantation in India, we can draw inspiration from the
first recipient. He is now pursuing a post-graduation in mi-
crobiology after completing his MBBS and recently became
a father.Today, a baby weighing as little as 3 kg can re-
ceive a successful liver transplant and that speaks volumes
about the capability and skills of our transplant teams.(Dr.
Anupam Sibal is group medical director and senior consult-
ant paediatric gastroenterologist and hepatologist at Apollo
Hospitals Group. anupamsibal @ apollohospitals.com)

‘123456’ tops India’s password list again,
highlighting weak digital security habits

BIWn

New Delhi: ‘123456’ has once again emerged as India’s
most common password, topping the list for the second
consecutive year, a new report said on Wednesday.The
data compiled by password manager NordPass analysed
passwords used globally and in 44 countries, with a special
focus this year on how different generations choose their
passwords.The report shows that Indians continue to rely
heavily on extremely weak and predictable passwords.

After ‘123456,” the next most used passwords in India
include ‘Pass @ 123’ and ‘admin,’ followed by simple numeric
sequences such as ‘12345678, ‘12345, and
‘123456789.’Despite adding symbols like ‘@’ or capital let-
ters, combinations like ‘Admin@123,” ‘Password @ 123,” and
‘Abcd @ 1234’ remain easy to guess.The research notes that
many Indians try to make their passwords appear strong

by inserting special characters, but the overall patterns are
still very easy for hackers to crack.Personal elements also
influence password choices. Names and patriotic refer-
ences appear frequently, with passwords such as
‘Kumar@123,’ ‘Global123@,’ and ‘India@ 123’ making the
country’s top list.Experts warn that while such combina-
tions may feel more personal or unique, they follow predict-
able formats that can be easily targeted by automated
attacks.Globally, the findings are similarly worrying.
“123456” is again the world’s most common password, fol-
lowed by “admin” and “12345678.”

Simple numeric patterns like “12345,” “1234567890,”
and easy combinations such as “qwerty123” dominate lists
across countries.Researchers also observed a significant
rise in the use of special characters this year — with 32
passwords on the global list containing them, compared to
just six last year. However, most of these remain predict-
able variations of common words or number patterns.Karolis
Arbaciauskas, head of product at NordPass, said that over-
allimprovements in password hygiene remain slow despite
years of awareness campaigns.Arbaciauskas added that
until passwordless authentication methods like passkeys
become widespread, strong, unique passwords are
essential.“Around 80 per cent of data breaches are caused
by weak, reused, or compromised passwords,” he
noted.The report also found that generational differences
are minimal.In fact, the most popular passwords among
18-year-olds look very similar to those used by 80-year-
olds. Numeric sequences like “12345” and “123456” domi-
nate every age bracket.

How do airbags work?

Testing. Testing. The auto mechanics are hard at work
making sure the air-filled balloon-looking pillow-like bags
work and deploy properly in this sleek and brand new car.
Look at the dashboard and see how firmly the system is
incorporated. But wait a minute, how does it know when to
pop out and how can we make sure it doesn’t harm us?
Turn on your thought wheels.

Safely, safetyAirbags have one aim - to protect those
inside the car. It is a restraint system which acts to inter-
cept. When a vehicle is met with a sudden impact, the people
inside the car tend to move in a direction opposite to that of
the forces of collision. This means there is high risk of criti-
cal injuries to occur. With airbags, the movement opposite
to the forces is restricted and thus, the people inside the
car remain relatively safe with lesser injuries. A seatbelt,
also a restraint system, works with airbags to protect those
inside the car.

Crash protector chemistryCar companies want to of-
fer best protection with the airbags they provide in their cars.
To ensure this, the airbag mechanism goes through a se-
ries of simulations and tests for different types of impact
conditions. Afterall, crashes aren’t all a single type. For this
the bag is prepped thoroughly.Airbags have one aim - to
protect those inside the car. Airbags are made of strong
nylon fabric which does not allow the gas with which it is
filled to leak out. It is not normal air around us that’s inside
the bag. There is a special chemistry for it. The key chemi-
cal involved is Sodium Azide (NaN3). Once the bag is made,
they are kept folded at places in the car’s dash.

As crashes happen suddenly, airbags cannot waste
even a millisecond. Once the sensors in the bag detect a
crash, the airbag has to be inflated quickly before damage
is done. Once the crash is sensed, electric signals are sent
to the igniter which triggers an exothermic reaction where
sodium azide decomposes to produce nitrogen gas. This
gas fills up the airbag. Since the sensors need a bit of time
to do the detecting, the inflation has to be even quicker.

As crashes happen suddenly,
airbags cannot waste even a milli-
second. Once the sensors in the bag
detect a crash, the airbag has to be
inflated quickly before damage is
done

Typically the full process takes about 25 to 30 milliseconds
(0.025 to 0.03 seconds!)Then, in about 50 milliseconds, the
person inside the car comes into contact with the airbag.
The airbag intervenes and absorbs the sudden forward
movement reducing injuries and damage.Airbags are fan-
tastic when there is space between the bag and the per-
son. If the person is too close to where the airbag is, the
immediate inflation can cause grave harm. This is why it's
advised that airbags should be used in conjunction with
seatbelts. Make sure your seat is a good distance away.
For children, care must be taken to ensure that they are
properly buckled up for the ride. It is advised that children
should be placed in the back seat. Ensure that the airbags
aren’t defective.

Space startup Agnikul Cosmos raises 150 crore in
fresh funding round at $500 million valuation

Chennai-based space tech startup Agnikul Cosmos
has raised ?150 crore ($17 million) in a fresh funding round
at a $500 million valuation. The round saw participation from
family offices and marquee institutional investors such as
Advenza Global Limited, Atharva Green Ecotech LLP,
HDFC Bank, Artha Select Fund, Prathithi Ventures, and
100X.VC.The company, which is building the world’s first
single-piece 3D-printed rocket engines and end-to-end
space transportation solutions, said that it will deploy this

capital in scaling production units of aerospace and rocket
components and advance its stage-recovery programme.

A portion of the funds is earmarked for the develop-
ment of Agnikul’'s upcoming integrated space campus on
the 350 acres allocated by the Tamil Nadu government,
which will be used for building end-to-end facilities for manu-
facturing and testing of launch vehicle systems.“Given our
previous successful controlled ascent launch that allowed
us to demonstrate all our patented technologies with ISRO
and IN-SPACe support, we have now been able to scale
our strategy to include lower stage recovery and upper stage
extension — features that will make the unit economics of
launch services much better. This fund raise allows us to
work on such missions while also focusing on scaling
launch frequency and building for the world, from India,” said
Srinath Ravichandran, CEO and co-founder, AgniKul Cos-
mos.

Agnikul will also use the fresh funds to strengthen their
reusable launch architecture, building on its recently granted
patent that extends the operational life of upper stages. This
innovation opens new pathways for reusability and cost-
efficient orbital access, marking a pivotal step towards be-
coming world’s first recoverable small satellite launch ve-
hicle. Moin SPM, co-founder and COO of Agnikul, explained:
“With growing demand and more than a dozen customers
eager to launch with us, scaling our operational depth was
the natural next step. The indigenous facility, which is
planned near the new upcoming launchpad, will equip us to
serve these missions on schedule and with the responsive-
ness the market expects.”With customers spanning India,
West Asia, and Australia, Agnikul is equipped to meet a
globally distributed launch demand, cementing India’s
emerging leadership in the space tech sector. Agnikul also
recently announced its new Large Format Metal Additive
Manufacturing Unit, which will allow it to use 3D printing for
multiple sub systems beyond just its engines.

What changes are planned for the

plant variety Act?

The story so far: Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said that the Centre willamend the Protec-
tion of Plant Variety and Farmers’ Rights Act (PPV&FRA
Act), incorporating suggestions from stakeholders. While
promoting new and high-yielding varieties is essential, pre-
serving traditional seeds is equally important, he said. The
Minister said there is a need for reforms, and new sugges-
tions received from various stakeholders would be consid-
ered and incorporated into future amendments of the
PPV&FRA Act, wherever necessary.

Have consultations started?

A committee headed by eminent agriculture scientist
R.S. Paroda, appointed by the Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPVFRA), has started
stakeholder consultations on the amendments. PPVFRA
Chairman Trilochan Mohapatra told The Hindu that the com-
mittee will examine in detail the premises for amending the
law and hold wide consultations with all stakeholders about
the amendments. After consultations, the committee will
submit its report to the PPVFRA, and the PPVFRA subse-
quently will present it with its views to the Union Agriculture
Ministry.Prof. Mohapatra said the process of consultations
has just begun and it will take time for preparing a report.
The committee met farmers’ organisations, civil society
organisations, industry representatives and researchers in
the last week of October. The committee consisting of sci-
entists and policymakers will review various provisions of
the Act in light of inherent deficiencies, present day chal-
lenges, and to further bolster farmers’ interests. Prof.
Mohapatra said the present Act has completed two decades,
and in that time the sector has witnessed various techno-
logical and scientific advancements as well as changes in
trade aspects and farmers’ requirements. The panel’s terms
of reference include that it shall make make wider consul-
tations with various stake-holders and identify the issues
and needs to cater to their requirements. It will propose the
amendments in relevant sections of the PPV&FRA Act of
2001.

What are major topics of discussion?

Though officials maintain that consultations are at the
preliminary stage, discussions with farmers include amend-
ments to the definition of ‘variety needs’ that could be modi-
fied to include ‘combination of genotypes’ so that it could be
at par with the draft Seeds Bill of 2019. It was also pro-
posed to include seedlings, tubers, bulbs, rhizomes, roots,
tissue culture plantlets, synthetic seeds and other vegeta-
tively propagated material in the definition of seed. There is
a proposal to define the term “institution” occurring in the
definition of ‘breeder’ to include both public and private es-
tablishments in the seeds sector. The committee also has
questions for stakeholders on the Distinctness, Uniformity
and Stability (DUS) test. Stakeholders are being told about
the importance of trait and the necessity to include itin DUS
guidelines. Further, there are discussions to define “abu-
sive act” so that acts such as producing, selling, market-

Explained

ing, exporting and importing a variety which has the same
or an identical denomination of another variety can be made
punishable.

What are the concerns?

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (non-political) founding
leader K.V. Biju, who attended the meeting, said the Act
should have provisions to register all community-developed
seeds. He said that seeds which went through DUS tests
should not be allowed to register under a farmers’ or an
individual’'s name. “This is to prevent the misuse of the
ownership of the seeds in future by private companies and
to avoid monopolisation of seeds. The government should
make it a priority that seeds developed by the farmers should
remain under community control,” he said. Mr. Biju added
that there are suspicions of the misuse of the DUS test. He
said farmers’ groups suspect that in the case of njavara, a
paddy seed from South India, proper DUS testing was not
followed before registration.Policy analyst Shalini Bhutani,
who attended the meeting, said small peasantry is still
largely outside of the system and many of them are not
aware of techno-legal issues. She said that as per their
biocultural practices, they have been approaching seeds
as a shared material. “This does not fit into the Intellectual
Property Rights framework of granting exclusive economic
rights over seeds,” she said adding that many countries
are operationalising open-source ideas to keep their local
plant varieties outside of the IPR system so that no body
can claim private rights on them. She said there have been
attempts to arm twist developing nations so that domestic
laws such as the PPV&FR Act are compliant with the Inter-
national Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants.
On another matter of seed quality, “despite provisions for
accountability for non-performance of IP-protected propa-
gating materials in the original Act, the criteria for compen-
sating farmers are not yet detailed out in its Rules,” she
said.Ms. Bhutani said the committee may watch how the
plant treaty negotiations scheduled in Peru towards the last
week of November, particularly on the multilateral system
(MLS) pan out. “Both are connected in a way. Expansion of
MLS is a big issue,” she said and added that other con-
cerns are in situ conservation and benefit sharing with local
seed keepers.

US sanctions Indian entities, individuals involved
in Iranian petroleum & petroleum products sales

New York/Washington: The Trump administration has
sanctioned entities and individuals from India involved in
sales of Iran’s petroleum and petroleum products, saying
the funds from this trade support Tehran’s regional terrorist
proxies and procure weapons systems that are “a direct
threat” to the US.The Departments of State and Treasury
sanctioned shipping networks responsible for funding the
Iranian regime’s “malign activities” through illicit oil sales,
as well as an airline and its affiliates that arm and supply
Iran-backed terrorist groups.Among those added to the
Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
Specially Designated Nationals List are Indian nationals Zair
Husain Igbal Husain Sayed, Zulfikar Hussain Rizvi Sayed,
Maharashtra-based RN Ship Management Private Limited
and Pune-based TR6 Petro India LLP.The State Depart-
ment is designating 17 entities, individuals, and vessels in
several countries, including, but not limited to India, Panama,
and the Seychelles, involved in Iran’s petroleum and petro-
leum products sales, the administration said.

Concurrently, the Department of the Treasury is des-
ignating 41 entities, individuals, vessels, and aircraft, inten-
sifying its efforts against Iran’s petroleum and petrochemi-
cal exports and disrupting financial streams and commer-
cial operatives that support Iran’s malign activities. The funds
generated by this oil trade are used to support Iran’s re-
gional terrorist proxies and procure weapons systems that

pose a direct threat to US forces and American allies, the
State Department said Thursday.The administration said
TR6 Petro is an India-based petroleum products trader,
which between October 2024 and June 2025, imported over
USD 8 million worth of Iranian-origin bitumen from multiple
companies.ltis being designated for knowingly engaging in
a significant transaction for the purchase, acquisition, sale,
transport, or marketing of petroleum or petroleum products
from Iran, the State Department said.The Iranian regime
continues to fuel conflict in the Middle East to fund its
destabilising activities, the State Department said. This
behaviour enables Iran to fund its nuclear escalations, sup-
port terrorist groups, and disrupt the flow of trade and free-
dom of navigation in waterways that are crucial to global
prosperity and economic growth.The United States will con-
tinue to act against the network of maritime service provid-
ers, dark fleet operators, and petroleum products traders
involved in the transport of Iranian crude oil and petroleum
products, it said. The State Department said the US will con-
tinue to act in support of National Security Presidential
Memorandum 2 (NSPM-2), which directs the imposition of
maximum pressure on the Iranian regime to deny it access
to resources needed to sustain its destabilising
activities.“The United States remains committed to disrupt-
ing the illicit funding streams that finance all aspects of Iran’s

malign activities.
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India’s mental health
crisis, the cries and scars

In Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, recently, a young
couple ended their lives after poisoning their four-month-
old son. They left behind a note wanting their home and car
to be sold to repay their debts. Months earlier, the media
reported how several students in Kota, Rajasthan, which is
called the nation’s coaching hub, had died by suicide.
Treated individually as anomalies, these tragedies highlight
a crisis in India— a grim national mental health crisis span-
ning villages, cities, classrooms, boardrooms, farms and
homes.

The data from across IndiaAccording to the National
Crime Records Bureau’s Accidental Deaths and Suicides
in India (ADSI) 2023 report, there were 1,71,418 suicides in
India — a rise of 0.3% from the previous year. Yet, the sui-
cide rate per 1,00,000 population fell marginally by 0.8%,
indicating that population growth had outpaced case in-
creases. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Sikkim and
Kerala reported the highest suicide rates, while
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
and West Bengal accounted for more than 40% of all deaths.
Cities continued to have higher suicide rates than in rural
India, reflecting the pressures of urban life. Men made up
72.8% of all victims, revealing gendered economic and so-
cial stress. Family problems accounted for nearly a third
(81.9%) of suicides, followed by illness (19%), substance
abuse (7%), and relationship or marriage-related issues
(about 10% combined).

Distress in the agrarian sector persists, with 10,786
farmer suicides, around 6.3% of the total reported in 2023,
slightly lower than the previous year. Most cases were in
Maharashtra and Karnataka. But there is a broader crisis
—since 2014, over 1,00,000 farmers have taken their lives.
Between 1995 and 2015, nearly 2,96,000 of the cases were
the result of debt, crop failure, market shocks and institu-
tional neglect. Equally invisible are homemakers and
caregivers, predominantly women, who face high rates of
depression, marital distress and domestic violence but do
not feature in official statistics.It was against this backdrop
that one of us, on an ordinary morning, felt the weight of
existence suddenly unbearable — not from iliness or ex-
haustion, but from a numbing sense that every small act,
such as brushing one’s teeth to answering a message, had
lost meaning. There was food in the fridge, work in progress,
and no visible crisis, yet the heaviness was overwhelming.
In that moment of quiet panic, reaching out to an Artificial
Intelligence (Al) platform felt safer than speaking to some-
one. Why does technology seem more approachable than
human company? It was a moment that captured a painful
truth: countless Indians are confiding in algorithms because
they have no one else to turn to. This is not a technological
failure, but a human one.Nearly 230 million Indians live with
mental disorders, from depression and anxiety to bipolar
and substance-use conditions. Yet, over four in five per-
sons with severe illness receive no formal care due to
stigma, the cost, and a severe shortage of professionals.
Lifetime prevalence sits at 10.6%, with treatment gaps that
range from 70% to 92%. Even as official suicide rates ap-
pear stable, the World Health Organization (WHO) esti-
mates 16.3 deaths per 1,00,000 people, highlighting India’s
heavy mental health burden. Behind these numbers are
lives such as a young university student who jumped off a
bridge after leaving behind a note that she felt “unworthy”

— a word that echoes quietly in hostels, offices and unread
messages, and denoting silent despair.Gaps in the system

India’s mental health system needs attention. With just
0.75 psychiatrists for 1,00,000 people, well below the WHO
minimum of 1.7, and far from the ideal three, besides a simi-
lar shortage of nurses, psychologists and social workers,
care is scarce. In schools and colleges, “counselling” often
means a part-time teacher for thousands of students; in
coaching hubs and universities, support is tokenistic and
underfunded. On paper, laws appear progressive: the Men-
tal Healthcare Act (2017) decriminalised suicide and guar-
anteed mental health care, while the National Suicide Pre-
vention Strategy (2022) aimed to reduce deaths by 10%.
Yet, suicides have risen.Manodarpan, the school-based
psycho-social support scheme, remains largely inactive,
and despite 47 postgraduate psychiatry departments and
25 centres of excellence being sanctioned, staffing, pay and
training gaps persist. Even the ?270-crore mental health
budget has been largely unspent, leaving policies as empty
promises.

Today, millions of Indians turn to Al tools such as
ChatGPT — not out of trust but out of loneliness. The
OpenAl CEO, Sam Altman, himself has acknowledged that
many young users treat the platform as a therapist or life
coach, despite its lack of confidentiality, crisis intervention
or privacy guarantees. This reliance reflects not techno-
logical faith but institutional collapse. Al can assist. But with-
out regulation, it risks becoming a dangerous substitute for
real, protected human care

India must treat mental health as an emergency, not
as an afterthought. The government should prioritise men-
tal health and establish a cross-ministerial task force that
spans health, education, agriculture, and women and child
welfare with independent funding and clear accountability.
Within five years, the aim should be to have at least three to
five mental health professionals for every 1,00,000 people,
achieved through expanded training, scholarships and in-
centives for rural postings.Counselling must become a public
infrastructure, not a charity. Every school, college, district
hospital and agrarian block should have a full-time trained
counsellor or a direct link to one, funded by central bud-
gets. It should not be left to non-governmental organisations
or goodwill. Public campaigns must destigmatise help-seek-
ing, share recovery stories, and normalise conversations
about distress.

Special outreach is needed for high-risk groups such
as farmers, homemakers, students, survivors of abuse, and
caregivers. For farmers, counselling must go hand in hand
with debt relief and livelihood support. Homemakers, often
isolated, need community-based therapy networks. In
coaching hubs such as Kota, mental health care must be
continuous, institutional, and preventive.At the same time,
India must urgently regulate the digital mental health eco-
system. Emotional-support apps and Al tools should dis-
close privacy risks, carry mandatory disclaimers, embed
crisis-response redirections, and provide real-time access
to licensed professionals. Until robust ethical and legal
frameworks exist, such tools cannot replace qualified hu-
man care.What is at stake is not only life but also the moral
and social fabric of the nation. Suicide remains the leading
cause of death among India’s youth aged 15-29 years and
the country bears a disproportionate share of global female
suicide deaths. Untreated mental iliness could cost India
over $1 trillion in lost GDP by 2030 — employers already
lose over 71.1 lakh crore annually to absenteeism, attrition
and burnout. Each suicide, each breakdown, is a silenced
voice, a broken family, and a future cut short.Every one of
us has known the relief when someone or some system
says these important words: “You matter”. If India truly as-
pires to be modern, progressive and humane, it must prove
this by saving the lives now slipping away in silence.Amal
Chandra is an author, policy analyst and columnist.
Naimisha is the founder and CEO of Youthocracy and is
building Umeed, an Artificial Intelligence-powered mental
health support platform

SIM-phony of scams: ordinary
homes, extraordinary crimes in Hyd

In a narrow lane of Hyderabad’s Hafiz Baba Nagar, a
modest home hummed with sounds that betrayed nothing
unusual — a pressure cooker’s whistle, a child’s laughter,
the clatter of steel plates. But above the everyday chaos, a
small device tucked quietly on a kitchen shelf blinked in
coded rhythm.It wasn’t a Wi-Fi router, though it looked like
one. Inside its sleek, rectangular shell, hundreds of calls
were being routed from Cambodia to unsuspecting victims
across India. In this unremarkable two-storey house in south
Hyderabad, a global cybercrime syndicate had found an
unlikely headquarters.

For weeks, the kitchen doubled as a command post.
As the family stirred curries and packed lunchboxes be-
low, 28-year-old Hidayatullah climbed up to the shelf on cue
from his overseas handler, swapping SIM cards, checking
the power connection and resetting the device.To his
neighbours, he seemed like any other young man; often
home, moving around in track pants and a loose T-shirt,
rarely stepping out except to collect food deliveries. To his
family, he was simply between jobs. They had no reason to
suspect that their kitchen had turned into a nerve centre of
a multi-crore criminal enterprise. That illusion shattered when
the police came knocking on September 11.

Investigators say Hidayatullah had reassured his age-
ing parents, his brother, sister-in-law and young nephew
that he had “finally found work where he could mint loads of
money”. He warned them not to question him about his work
or the device, even threatening to end his life if they did. For
months, the family continued with their routine, unaware that
their home was a hub connecting scammers in Cambodia
to victims across Telangana and beyond.Hidayatullah’s path
to crime wasn’t deliberate; it was desperate. Once a car
dealer, he had watched his life unravel in quick succes-
sion: first losing money to addiction, then to a fraudulent
investment scheme that wiped out over ?16 lakh. Cornered
and hopeless, he turned to the same friend who had lured
him into the investment fraud. This time, the friend intro-
duced him to a woman named Venisa, based in Cambodia,
who promised a way to recover his losses.Her instructions
were simple, but sinister: install a SIM box at home, con-
nect it to broadband and feed it with SIM cards. Each call it
handled would be part of a sophisticated network that blurred
international routes, spoofed caller IDs and allowed
fraudsters to pose as government officials. Hidayatullah
would be paid for “traffic”, each blink of the device translat-
ing into profit.But keeping the machine alive required hun-
dreds of SIM cards, and that's where his network came in.
Apart from him, police arrested two others, both authorised
point-of-sale (POS) agents for Vodafone and BSNL. One
of them, just 24, ran a small tea-and-samosa stall from a

rented room in the same colony and another counter near
the Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station in Imlibun, south
Hyderabad. The stall, investigators say, was a cover — a
way to appear like an ordinary vendor while secretly sup-
plying SIM cards in bulk to keep the operation running.

By the time police swooped in, they had uncovered
over 500 SIM cards, with 80 plugged into the device and
another 100 kept in reserve for future use. The criminal
operation continued for seven months — from February to
September 2025 — until it was finally brought to an end
with the full scale still being assessed.A burgeoning
scamWhat happened in his kitchen was no anomaly; it was
a small node in a vast and rapidly growing web of digital
deception. SIM boxes, or compact devices capable of
masking international calls as local ones, have quietly be-
come the weapon of choice for cybercrime syndicates be-
hind the booming ‘digital arrest’ scam.

In less than two months, Telangana Police, working
with the Department of Telecommunications (DoT), dis-
mantled two such networks. The numbers reveal the scale
of the menace. So far in 2025, 898 people across Telangana
have fallen prey to these scams, collectively losing ?55.7
crore, according to data from the Telangana Cyber Secu-
rity Bureau (TGCSB). During the same period, the State
has reported 62,345 financial fraud cases, with losses soar-
ing past ?1,042.56 crore.Some 300 kilometres away, in
Jannaram of Mancherial district, Telangana, investigators
stumbled upon a near-identical set-up — this time inside a
cramped, rented room with peeling blue walls and a bare
stone floor.On a thin mat lay five SIM boxes, their tiny lights
blinking in mechanical rhythm. A modem and inverter kept
the system alive during power cuts, while a whirring air-
conditioner prevented the devices from overheating as they
pushed through hundreds of calls daily.At first glance, it
looked like nothing more than an improvised workspace.
The men behind it — an unemployed diploma holder, a
farmer, a labourer and his younger brother — seemed as
ordinary as their surroundings. But in just two months, they
had routed calls that triggered 14 digital arrest scams across
India — 11 in Telangana and one each in Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu — siphoning off at least ?1.6
crore.Their operation was eerily disciplined. Working be-
tween 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., they mirrored government office
hours, giving their deception a veneer of legitimacy. Each
call they routed impersonated a law enforcement officer,
scaring victims into transferring their life savings.When in-
vestigators combed through the space, they found the
operation’s real backbone — 230 SIM cards from Jio, Airtel
and Vodafone ldea networks, illegally sourced from mul-
tiple locations, including Parvathipuram in Andhra Pradesh.

Glitter, garbage, and good intentions

Deepavali is India’s festival of lights. But increasingly,
it is also the festival of laminated boxes, glittering ribbons,
bubble wrap, single-use packaging, and unwanted trinkets.
What was once a season of generosity and thoughtful gift-
ing has quietly evolved into one of the largest annual surges
of waste in urban India. The spirit of giving remains, but the
environmental cost is mounting.India generates close to 1.6
lakh tonnes of municipal solid waste daily, according to the
Swachch Bharat Mission. Of this, just over half is pro-
cessed. The rest ends up in overflowing landfills or open
dumps. During Deepavali week, several cities see sharp
spikes in waste generation. In 2023, Nashik collected more
than 750 tonnes of additional garbage over the festive week,
media reports said. Vadodara saw a 20% jump during the
Navratri-Dasara stretch this year. This is not anecdotal; it's
measurable seasonal waste inflation driven by gifting, pack-
aging, food, and decor.

Food waste is a silent but significant contributor. Ac-
cording to the UN Food Waste Index, Indian households
waste around 55 kilograms of food per person every year.
That totals more than 78 million tonnes annually. A large
part of this happens during festivals: boxes of sweets that
expire unopened, excessive buffets, and “sample platters”
that land in bins the next morning. Apart from being a moral
failure in a food-insecure nation, decomposing food emits
methane, a greenhouse gas far more potent than carbon
dioxide.

Then there’s packaging. India’s plastic recycling rate
remains low, hovering around 13%. Laminated gift wraps,
glossy chocolate boxes with metallic finishes, and
stryofoam-filled baskets cannot be recycled by local mate-
rial recovery facilities. These items are visually stunning
but environmentally unrecoverable. A single corporate gift-
ing exercise can result in hundreds of hampers made of
mixed materials that no existing recycling system can
handle.E-waste is another growing Deepavali phenomenon.
Low-cost LED string lights, novelty gadgets, and budget
electronics are gifted in massive numbers. India already
generates over a million tonnes of e-waste annually. While
new rules make producers responsible for collection and
recycling, take-back mechanisms remain patchy. Cheap
electronics are rarely repairable and often end up in infor-
mal landfills within months.Why this mattersThe ecological
damage is twofold. First, there’s the obvious physical bur-
den with more waste to collect, segregate, and dispose of
in cities that already struggle with basic waste management.
Second, there is the longer-term environmental cost:
microplastics shed from glitter and laminates, methane from
rotting food, and toxic leachate from informal e-waste
dumps. All of this seeps into soil, air, and water.Deepavali
gifting has evolved with consumerism, but policy and so-
cial behaviour have not kept pace. What was once a simple

box of homemade sweets wrapped in brown paper has
morphed into elaborate hampers flown across cities, often
containing imported chocolates, synthetic candles, and plas-
tic-heavy decor.Custom and consciousnessThe question
is not whether we should give gifts. Gifting is a beautiful
cultural expression of affection and community. The ques-
tion is how we can align that tradition with ecological
responsibility.Make waste-wise gifting aspirational: societ-
ies, corporates, and resident welfare associations can cre-
ate simple “Deepavali gifting codes”: avoid stryofoam, glit-
tered or laminated wrapping, and mixed-material boxes. Opt
for compostable packaging, mono-material containers, or
reusable tins. Promote gifts that are genuinely useful; arti-
san-made foods with clear storage guidance, refillable
candles, high-quality steel serveware, seed bombs with
native species, or experience vouchers. Publicising such
codes makes sustainability a badge of pride rather than a
restriction.

Tighten policy at key choke points: packaging stan-
dards need to be clear and mandatory. Recyclability or
compostability labels should be displayed as prominently
as nutrition labels. Plastics and papers fused together in
laminates should be disallowed. Companies claiming “eco-
friendly” status should back it with third-party verified re-
covery data.Food waste needs targeted attention. Large
events, corporate offices, and apartment complexes can
be required to submit food waste plans during the festive
season, including partnerships with food redistribution net-
works. Cities can integrate surplus pickups into existing food
rescue programmes, preventing methane emissions and
feeding people in need.E-waste take-back drives should be
made visible and accessible during October and Novem-
ber. Retailers can set up collection bins for used string lights
and small appliances. Extended producer responsibility
credits can reward those who collect before the waste hits
landfills.Strengthen urban infrastructure: cities must plan for
October-November surges with additional door-to-door pick-
ups, night-shift sweepers, and decentralised composting
units. Where urban local bodies have invested in bio-CNG
or composting facilities, post-festival waste overflow is sig-
nificantly reduced. Infrastructure, not just good intentions,
will determine long-term impact.Price externalities: a mod-
est “festive waste surcharge” on non-compliant packaging,
balanced by rebates for eco-friendly alternatives, can influ-
ence corporate behaviour quickly. Similarly, residential colo-
nies can offer housekeeping discounts to households that
segregate and participate in composting during the season.
Economic nudges are often more effective than moral
appeals.Change the cultural narrative: ultimately, culture
shifts when storytelling shifts. Media, influencers, and
brands can highlight elegant minimalism: the one meaning-
ful gift, the hamper that is entirely recyclable, or the dinner
that feeds guests without feeding landfills. When thought-
fulness becomes the new status symbol, behaviour changes
follow.This conversation is not about shaming tradition.
Deepavali gifting is how India says, “l remember you.” But
memory doesn’t have to be wrapped in plastic. A society
that celebrates light can also lead the way in reducing waste.
If citizens demand better products, if companies design with
that end in mind, and if governments enable the right sys-
tems, customs and consciousness can coexist.Deepavali’s
brilliance should not leave behind a trail of garbage. With
thoughtful action, it can be a festival that lights up homes
and protects the planet. That would be a legacy worthy of
celebration.Apsara Reddy is official spokesperson, All In-
dia Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam; views expressed
are personal

When Justice Party contemplated admitting
Brahmins into its fold nearly 100 years ago

The ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’s decision to
admit AIADMK’s former MP V. Maitreyan has attracted an
adverse reaction in certain quarters owing to his Brahmin
roots. With the Assembly election due next year, it has led
some commentators to assume the former MP will be
fielded in a suitable constituency. The question, according
to such commentators, is whether the DMK can go to such
an extent of accommodating the Brahmins. However, not
many are aware that B. Munuswami Nayudu (1885-1935),
the Chief Minister of the Madras Presidency during 1930-
32, made an unsuccessful attempt to admit “willing” Brah-
mins to the Justice Party, a precursor of the DMK. At the
party’s two-day Nellore confederation in October 1929,
Nayudu sought to amend the party by-laws, as he felt that
the explicit exclusion of one community had resulted in the
party not being a “full representative” of the
Presidency.Debate within the party

A perusal of reports in The Hindu Archives reveals
the change in the rules, as suggested by Nayudu, had trig-
gered a huge debate within the Justice Party, formally called
the South Indian Liberal Federation (SILF). The purpose of
the organisation was to “promote the political interests of
non-Brahmin caste Hindus,” writes Eugene F. Irschick in
Politics and Social Conflict in South India (University of
California Press, 1969).The Nellore meeting took place al-
most a year before the 1930 election to the Legislative Coun-
cil. As Nayudu had made it clear that he wanted the party to
consider amending its constitution, his move ruffled the
feathers of many. At a meeting of the party’s Chennai branch
held on Anna Salai on September 20, many stalwarts, in-
cluding V. Chakkarai Chettiar, A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, and
J.S. Kannapar, were present, with G. Narayanaswami Chetti
presiding. Calling the Nellore event “very important”, Chettiar
expressed his opposition to the admission of Brahmins as
the organisation primarily existed to “advance the interests”
of the Non-Brahmins. But, at the same time, he favoured
the idea of assigning the party’s work in the Legislative
Council and the local bodies to the Brahmins as the objec-
tive was to “do justice to all communities”. Mudaliar was
categorical in saying that there was to be “no pact or com-
promise” with the Brahmins.Meanwhile, the party’s
Srivilliputtur unit adopted a resolution that “until the non-Brah-
mins establish equality with the Brahmins in political and
social fields”, the Brahmins should not be admitted to the
party. Regarded widely as a close associate of the Raja of
Panagal who was the Chief Minister during 1921-26, Nayudu
became the president of the Justice Party at the Nellore
meeting. A galaxy of leaders, such as P.T. Rajan, P.
Subbaroyan, R.K. Shanmugam Chetti, the Raja of Bobbili,
A.P. Patro, Mudaliar, and ‘Periyar’ E.V. Ramaswamy (EVR),
attended the conference.Delivering his presidential address,
Nayudu referred to the Article 4 of the party constitution,
wherein it was stated that “every Non-Brahmin who is over
21 years of age and who accepts the creed of the SILF
shall be eligible for membership”. Pointing to this clause
that excluded only one community, he argued the
organisation was not started as an “anti-Brahmin move-
ment”. Its main objective was the improvement of non-Brah-
min communities and securing the equal opportunities for
all communities in the governance of the country.’A real
Congress Party'Tracing the genesis of the party, Nayudu,

who hailed from a Kamma family of the then Tirutanni taluk
and learnt the basics in law practice from P.R. Sundara
Aiyar and T.T. Vijayaraghavachariar, said that when the
Home Rule Movement was launched in 1916, “a consider-
able number of influential and representative Non-Brahmins”
felt “the devolution of power from the bureaucracy to a re-
sponsible legislature should not result in the substitution of
one oligarchy by another”. He went on to say that by re-
moving the ban on the entry of the Brahmins, the
organisation would be the “real Congress Party in south
India”, according to The Hindu on October 5, 1929.Many
speakers deliberated on the issue of allowing membership
to the Brahmins either in the party or in the Legislative Coun-
cil arm of the party. At the two-hour session of the subjects
committee that discussed the issue, Shanmugam Chetti,
EVR, and Surendranath Arya spoke against the amend-
ment. Earlier, two, including Patro, had favoured the pro-
posed change. Chetti said it would be “too early to take”
such a step. EVR said he had “no objection” to the admis-
sion of the Brahmins to the legislature arm of the party, if
the organisation was so inclined. He had also contended
that it was “ideal” to think of admitting the Brahmins to the
party when non-Brahmins from other organisations were
joining the Justice Party, “being fed up with Brahmin
methods”.Motion defeatedEventually, the motion was de-
feated. While delegates from 14 districts went against the
resolution, those from 13 districts supported it. Chennai,
Tiruchi, Thanjavur (East & West), Madurai,
Ramanathapuram, Tirunelveli, Godavari (East & West),
Kurnool, Malabar, the Nilgiris, North Arcot, and Salem voted
against the motion, while Ganjam Visakapatnam, Guntur,
Kadapa, Krishna, Anantapur, Bellary, Nellore, Chengalpattu,
South Canara, Chittoor, South Arcot, and Coimbatore
backed the resolution.Nayudu took the decision sportingly
and called the event “a splendid success”, The Hindu re-
ported on October 7, 1929. Though the party did not agree
to his idea of admitting the Brahmins into it, the motion of
allowing them to the legislature arm of the party was de-
feated by only one vote, an outcome that he called “signifi-
cant”. However, P. Varadarajulu Naidu, a nationalist, de-
scribed the decision of the Justice Party as “simply deplor-
able”. Shortly after quitting the post of Chief Minister, Nayudu
left the Justice Party to form the Justice Democratic Party,
which had the support of 20 legislators. His untimely death
in January 1935 led to the disintegration of the new body. A
road at K.K. Nagar in Chennai has been named after the
former Chief Minister. M. Chakravarthy, one of the mem-
bers of the Nayudu family,
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In move to increase share of owned and finance-
leased aircraft in its fleet, IndiGo to pump $820
million into its aircraft leasing subsidiary

IndiGo has around 900 planes on order, and is looking
to have a more balanced fleet with a mix of aircraft under
direct ownership and on finance leases, as well as on oper-
ating leases in this phase of growth. (File Photo)IndiGo has
around 900 planes on order, and is looking to have a more
balanced fleet with a mix of aircraft under direct ownership
and on finance leases, as well as on operating leases in
this phase of growth.India’s largest airline IndiGo has ap-
proved a capital investment of $820 million, or around Rs
7,300 crore, in its wholly-owned aircraft and engine leasing
services arm InterGlobe Aviation Financial Services IFSC
(IndiGo IFSC) for acquiring aircraft as the carrier looks to
progressively have more planes under its ownership and
through finance leases, instead of having nearly its entire
fleet on operating leases.

“The Investment will be made through combination of
equity shares and 0.01% Non-Cumulative Optionally Con-
vertible Redeemable Preference Shares (OCRPS), in one
or more tranches. The funds raised by IndiGo IFSC shall
be primarily deployed towards acquisition of aviation as-
sets, thereby enabling ownership of aircraft,” IndiGo
said.“IndiGo has historically maintained a fleet structure
predominantly reliant on operating leases. In recent years,
the organization has undertaken a strategic development
towards a more balanced ownership structure and diversi-
fied forms of financing. This move reflects IndiGo’s com-
mitment to prudent capital allocation and sustainable value
creation for all stakeholders,” the airline added.In its nearly

two decades of existence, IndiGo has primarily relied on
operating leases—taking the aircraft on lease for a fixed
period after which it is returned. The airline mainly relied on
the sale-and-leaseback model, under which an airline sells
the aircraft it has ordered to a lessor, and then takes it on
lease. This model helps the carrier generate cash flow, free
up capital, and remain asset-light. Sale-and-leaseback has
emerged as the go-to model for low-cost airlines globally,
allowing them to expand their fleets while remaining free of
large debt.

But IndiGo is now a large airline and has plans to rap-
idly expand further, particularly in the international long-haul
segment. The carrier has around 900 planes on order, and
is looking to have a more balanced fleet with a mix of air-
craft under direct ownership and on finance leases, as well
as on operating leases in this phase of growth. The airline
aims to have up to 40 per cent of its fleet on finance lease
or under its ownership by 2030. As of September 30, IndiGo
had a fleet of 417 aircraft, of which 14 were owned and 62
were on finance lease, while 333 were on operating leases.
The share of owned and finance-leased aircraft in the fleet
stood at around 18 per cent.In finance lease, the airline has
much greater control over the aircraft and is almost like
owning it as the aircraft is also recorded as an asset on the
carrier's books. The lease periods are also typically much
longer, allowing the airline to use the aircraft for a longer
duration, and there is also the option to own the aircraft at
the end of the lease period. IndiGo intends to take aircraft
on finance lease from its GIFT City-based arm IndiGo IFSC,
which would mean these planes would ultimately be owned
by the company through the subsidiary, and the finance
lease rentals would also remain within the group.According
to industry watchers, while operating leases have their ob-
vious benefits in terms of flexibility and keeping the carriers
asset-light and debt-free, finance leases and direct owner-
ship help airlines build a stable core fleet and better control
and stabilise costs over a long period. Having more aircraft
on finance lease or under direct ownership also helps carri-
ers shield against fluctuating operating lease costs and vola-
tility in foreign exchange rates, as aircraft leasing is pre-
dominantly dollar-denominated.

Centre may widen ‘obscene’ content net to ‘half
truths,’ criticism of social, public figures

The Centre is considering amendments to the Infor-
mation Technology (IT) Rules 2021, to prohibit the prolif-
eration of “obscene” content on video on digital news out-
lets, and video-on-demand platforms. The term could have
a wide ambit, and may disallow content that contains defa-
matory allegations, “half truths,” “anti-national attitudes,” and
“criticises” segments of “social, public and moral life of the
country,”

These changes are being considered for part lll of the
IT Rules, which covers over-the-top (OTT) video platforms
like Netflix, Prime Video and Disney+ Hotstar and digital
news publications. This specific part of the rules is admin-
istered by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB). It follows the Ranveer Allahbadia and ‘India’s Got
Latent’ row earlier this year, when the Supreme Court had
granted Allahbadia protection from arrest, but asked the
Centre if it was planning to take steps to regulate “obscene”
content online.The amendments being considered include
introducing a new definition to the IT Rules for “obscene
digital content,” and a new code of ethics around such con-
tent for digital news, and OTT platforms, it is understood.

Under the code of ethics, digital content shall not of-
fend against good taste or decency; deride any race, caste,
colour, creed and nationality; contain attack on religions or
communities; contain anything obscene, defamatory, de-
liberate, false and suggestive innuendos and half truths; in-
cite people to crime; promote anti-national attitudes; criticise,
malign or slander any individual in person or certain groups,
segments of social, public and moral life of the country;
denigrate women, children and persons with disabilities; and
contain visuals or words which reflect a_slandering, ironi-
cal and snobbish attitude in the portrayal of certain ethnic,
linguistic and regional groups, among other things.The Cen-
tre may also deem live coverage of any anti-terrorist op-
eration by security forces as obscene, and the media cov-
erage would have to be restricted to periodic briefings by a
designated officer.The MIB did not respond to an immedi-
ate request for comment.The Indian Express had earlier
reported that amid violence and obscenity pertaining to con-
tent on digital platforms, especially against the backdrop of
the Ranveer Allahbadia controversy, the Central govern-
ment was examining the need to create a new legal frame-
work to regulate online platforms.In its communication to a
parliamentary panel earlier this year, the MIB had said there
was a growing concern in the society that the constitutional
right of “freedom of expression is being misused to show-
case obscene and violent content on digital platforms”.

It had told the Standing Committee on Communica-

tions and IT — headed by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey — that
while certain provisions exist under the current laws, there
is a growing demand for a stricter and effective legal frame-
work to regulate such harmful content. “This ministry has
taken note of these developments and is in the process of
examining current statutory provisions and the need for a
new legal framework,” it had said.Under Part lll of the Inter-
mediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code (IT Rules,
2021), online streaming platforms are required to implement
a three-level grievance redressal mechanism for violations
of the Code of Ethics. This Code also prohibits platforms
from transmitting unlawful content, mandates age-based
classification, and restricts access to ‘A’-rated content for
children.However, the rule requiring the creation of this
mechanism — which involves self regulation at the plat-
forms’ level and industry-wide level, and oversight by the
government — has been stayed by the Bombay High Court
and Madras High Court. The Kerala HC has also restrained
coercive action over non-compliance with Part lll of the IT
Rules. More than 15 petitions have been filed against these
rules, and in 2021, the Centre approached the Supreme
Court, seeking to transfer all challenges to the top court to
avoid “divergent judicial views.” The top court has since
transferred those petitions to the Delhi HC, where hearing
is currently ongoing.Soumyarendra Barik is Special Corre-
spondent with The Indian Express and reports on the inter-
section of technology, policy and society. With over five
years of newsroom experience, he has reported on issues
of gig workers’ rights, privacy, India’s prevalent digital di-
vide and a range of other policy interventions that impact
big tech companies. He once also tailed a food delivery
worker for over 12 hours to quantify the amount of money
they make, and the pain they go through while doing so. In
his free time, he likes to nerd about watches, Formula 1
and football. ... Read More

Wider social security net to minimum
wage: Long stalled, labour reforms roll in

Over five years after they were cleared by Parliament,
the Centre on Friday implemented the four long-pending
labour codes covering wages, industrial relations, social
security and working conditions.Welcoming the announce-
ment, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the codes
as “one of the most comprehensive and progressive labour-
oriented reforms since Independence”.A senior official told
The Indian Express that the Government is likely to pre-
publish draft rules for the labour codes within a week, after
which it will provide a 45-day window for public comments
before finalising the rules. Some of the provisions of the
codes that relate to the industry may come into effect from
April 1, 2026, the official said.The Parliament had cleared
the Code on Wages in 2019 and the rest of the three codes
in 2020 — Industrial Relations Code; Code on Social Secu-
rity; and Occupational Safety, Health and Working Condi-
tions Code. They will replace 29 Central labour laws and
are aimed at widening the social security net for all work-
ers, including gig workers as they define gig and platform
work and aggregators for the first time. The Ministry of Labour
and Employment said there will be a provision for compen-
sation for accidents occurring while travelling between home
and workplace that will now be treated as employment-re-
lated accidents. “Aadhaar-linked Universal Account Num-
ber will make welfare benefits easy to access. fully por-

table, and available across states, regardless of migration,”
it said. The codes will also define a National Floor Wage
along with mandating timely wage payments.

However, the codes have certain contentious provi-
sions such as the norms for fixed-term employment, re-
trenchment and curtailment of the right to strike by trade
unions for which they had earlier come under criticism from
trade unions.The Prime Minister said these labour reforms
will build a future-ready ecosystem that protects the rights
of workers and strengthens India’s economic growth. “It also
significantly simplifies compliance and promotes ‘Ease of
Doing Business.’ These Codes will serve as a strong foun-
dation for universal social security, minimum and timely
payment of wages, safe workplaces and remunerative op-
portunities for our people, especially Nari Shakti and Yuva
Shakti,” he posted on X.Taking to X, Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya posted that the new codes will en-
sure “appointment letters for the youth, equal pay and re-
spect for women, gratuity for fixed-term employees after
one year of employment, free annual health check-ups for
workers above 40 years of age, double wages for over-
time, 100% health security for workers in hazardous sec-
tors, and social justice for workers as per international stan-
dards”.

What do these 8 sleep behaviours
reveal about your nervous system?

Do you wake up exhausted even after 8 hours of
sleep? Or wake up sweating, tossing, turning, or craving
sugar the next morning? Digital creator and nutritionist Nupur
Patil says the culprit is not “just stress”, but that your corti-
sol and circadian rhythm are completely out of sync.“When
your body stays stuck in fight or flight mode even while
you’re sleeping, you wake up multiple times at night, feel
tired but wired, can’t switch off your thoughts, and your body
never truly rests,” she shared in a recent Instagram
post.Listing some common sleep behaviours that you must
not ignore, Patil mentioned: Waking up covered in sweat:
Your body is trying to cool down because cortisol and
adrenaline are running high Grinding teeth/clenching jaw:
A sign that the body is releasing tension through the jaw,
linked to anxiety, gut stress and poor recovery. Frequent
nightmares: The brain is overstimulated. High stress chemi-
cals are disrupting your REM sleep and dream cycles.
Sleeping with T-Rex arms: Curled arms show your ner-
vous system is still holding on to stress while you rest. Talk-
ing in your sleep: Your mind is still processing emotions.
The body hasn’t fully relaxed into deep sleep
yet.Sleepwalking: When your stress response is on high
alert, your body moves even when your mind should be
resting.Waking up multiple times through the night: Cortisol

spikes or gutimbalances can cause sudden wakeups Hav-
ing a hard time falling asleep: Your cortisol rhythmis likely
flipped.Dr Shaunak Ajinkya, Consultant Psychiatrist at
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital, Mumbai, agreed with
all her claims, stating that sleep patterns reflect how regu-
lated or stressed your nervous system is. “Restless sleep,
frequent awakenings or difficulty winding down often indi-
cate a heightened sympathetic state — the body’s fight-or-
flight mode staying switched on,” he told
indianexpress.com.In contrast, deeper, uninterrupted sleep
reflects stronger parasympathetic activation, signalling that
the body feels safe enough to rest, repair and reset. Track-
ing these behaviours can offer early insights about stress
load, emotional strain or lifestyle habits that may be impact-
ing overall nervous system balance.According to Dr Ajinkya,
regulating the nervous system can significantly improve
sleep quality. “Simple practices like breath work, consis-
tent sleep timings, reducing screen exposure before bed,
and creating a calming pre-sleep routine help activate the
parasympathetic ‘rest-and-digest’ response,” he
shared.Somatic healer Navedita Singh shared some func-
tional strategies to help in this regard:Slow diaphragmatic
breathing: This type of breathing activates the vagus nerve
and brings the body into a parasympathetic state.Cold ex-
posure: Splashing cold water on the face or showering with
cold water is likely to stimulate the vagus nerve and reset
the nervous system.Grounding techniques: Sensory-ori-
ented activities such as barefoot walking, grasping a tex-
tured object, or attention to physical sensations can de-
arouse the nervous system.Vagal nerve stimulation: Hum-
ming, singing, or gargling stimulates the vagus nerve, sup-
porting a more regulated, calm state.Maintenance sleep and
nutrition: Routine activities facilitate brain and body regula-
tion and stressor resilience.The experts emphasised that a
regulated nervous system depends heavily on stable sleep
cycles and balanced blood sugar. Prioritise seven to nine
hours of sleep and regular meals along with regular exer-
cise.

Jasmin Bhasin reveals her DIY fix for dry, itchy and flaky
scalp: ‘Made my hair feel so shiny and hydrated’

Want to know the secret to Jasmin Bhasin’s strong
and silky hair? The actor recently took to social media to
share her favourite DIY mask to fight a flaky, itchy scalp
and dry hair. For those struggling with pollution, dryness,
and lack of shine, this hair mask is an easy solution to try.
In an Instagram post, Jasmine revealed that a mixture of
curd, honey and lemon is her “favourite and easiest thing to
do for dry, itchy and flaky scalp and dry and frizzy hair” —
a combination that makes her “hair feel so shiny and hy-
drated”.

While this DIY mask does have beneficial properties,
Dr Rozy Badyal, consultant dermatologist at Kaya Limited,
recommended that we understand its correct usage to
maximise benefits and avoid potential setbacks.“Curd, or
dahi, is widely known to deeply nourish and hydrate the
hair and scalp. Its natural fatty acids and probiotics help
soothe dryness and frizz, promoting stronger, healthier hair,”
explained Dr Badyal, adding that it is rich in proteins and
vitamins, which can help strengthen the hair strands, pre-
vent breakage, and improve overall hair health.According
to her, honey aids moisture retention and scalp repair, pre-
venting brittleness and damage.Lemon, with its natural
cleansing and antifungal benefits, helps control dandruff and
excess scalp oil. However, Dr Badyal mentioned that lemon
juice is acidic and can be drying to hair strands, so it should
only be applied to the scalp and not the lengths to prevent
damage or breakage.For first time users, Dr Badyal rec-
ommended applying the mask no more than once a week
and performing a patch test to ensure no sensitivity occurs.
“Proper rinsing with lukewarm water and a gentle shampoo

is essential to avoid buildup that can leave hair heavy or
greasy,” she added.People with chemically treated or
coloured hair should be cautious or avoid lemon altogether,
as the acid may cause colour fading or dryness. Those
with sensitive or compromised scalp should consult a der-
matologist before trying such home remedies, she
warned.It's important to be aware that individual results may
vary. Before applying the mask, Dr Badyal said that it is
crucial to perform a patch test on a small area of your skin
to check for any potential allergic reactions or sensitivity.
This precaution is necessary as everyone’s skin and scalp
react differently to various ingredients.“Natural ingredients
like curd, honey, and lemon can be wonderful additions to
hair care routines when used thoughtfully. But for persis-
tent scalp or hair issues, professional advice remains the
safest and most effective route,” she added.

S items you will never spot
at a dermatologist’s house

Not all beauty products are good for the skin and hair.
Some everyday items can secretly cause harm in the long
run, and who better than dermatologists to guide us about
what to use and avoid? Digital creator and renowned der-
matologist Dr Gurveen Waraich from Garekars MD Der-
matology Clinic, Delhi, took to Instagram to share a fun post
highlighting 5 everyday items that will seldom be spotted in
their house.According to her, loofahs are breeding grounds
of bacteria, plastic combs irritate sensitive scalps, nose
strips that target blackheads can cause significant damage
to the skin barrier, makeup wipes are not the most sustain-
able option, and anti-hairfall shampoos are nothing but a big
scam.

Curious about her claims, we decided to reach out to
a skin expert to verify their validity.Dr Shireen Furtado, Sr.
Consultant — Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology, Aster CMI
Hospital, Bangalore, helped decode the five common items,
sharing why we must avoid them and what to use instead.

1. Loofah

A loofah might seem like a good exfoliator, but derma-
tologists avoid it because it can trap bacteria and dead skin
cells, which can cause acne and infections. It also scratches
the skin’s surface and disturbs the natural barrier. Instead,
they use a soft microfiber washcloth or a mild chemical
exfoliant with lactic acid or salicylic acid to gently remove
dead cells.

2. Plastic comb

Plastic combs can create static and break the hair due
to friction. They also have sharp edges that damage the
scalp. Dermatologists prefer wide-tooth wooden or carbon
combs that reduce static, evenly distribute natural oils, and
prevent hair fall.

3. Nose strips

Nose strips pull out blackheads but also remove
healthy skin cells and natural oils. Frequent use can irritate
pores and cause redness. Dermatologists prefer gentle
exfoliation with a salicylic acid-based cleanser or a clay mask
that unclogs pores without tearing the skin.things derma-
tologists avoid using at home Dermatologists prefer wide-
tooth wooden or carbon combs that reduce static (Source:
Freepik)

4. Makeup wipes

Makeup wipes seem convenient, but they usually con-
tain alcohol and fragrance that dry out and irritate the skin.
They also don’t fully clean pores. Dermatologists rely on
micellar water, a double-cleansing routine with oil, and a
gentle face wash to remove makeup completely and safely.

5. Anti-Hairfall shampoo

Many anti-hairfall shampoos contain harsh sulfates and
silicones that damage hair over time. Dermatologists in-
stead recommend mild, sulfate-free shampoos with ingre-
dients like biotin, caffeine, or peptides, and advise check-
ing diet and stress levels for lasting results.In conclusion,
Dr Furtado shared that dermatologists trust gentle, clean,
and science-backed products that protect skin health rather
than harmiit.

Indlian markets eage
higher as Q2 eamings, trade
optimism boost sentiment

Mumbai: Indian equity benchmarks made marginal
gains for the second week, supported by stronger second
quarter (Q2) earnings, easing inflation and optimism around
the India-US trade negotiations.

Benchmark indices Nifty and Sensex edged higher
0.68 and 0.50 per cent during the week to close at 26,068
and 85,231, respectively.Analysts said that a moderation
in Fll selling due to expectations of earnings upgrades in
H2 FY26 also supported the rally. However, markets turned
volatile on Friday amid weak global cues. The Nifty fell after
failing to cross its previous all-time highs of 26,277, ending
its two-day advance.Broader indices underperformed, with
the Nifty Midcap100 and Smallcap100 ending the week
down 0.76 per cent and 2.2 per cent, respectively.
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Kuldeep Yadav and Jasprit Bumrah’s jugalbandi
restricts South Africa on opening day in Guwahati Test

Between three deliveries on either side of Saturday
morning’s chai-break and the fleeting five-over period that
followed, the expectant Guwahati crowd witnessed a slice
of what Test cricket’s creative peaks looked like, conjured
up by two contrasting bowling superstars.When Jasprit
Bumrah customarily bore the brunt of the bowling load,
Kuldeep Yadav (3/48) did the easier things to reel in wick-
ets on India’s grinding Guwahati initiation. The masterful duo
comfortably led the early resurgence, leaving South Africa
six down for 247 before stumps.

While he can turn up trumps practically any time — as
he did in a short four-ball notice before the first break —
Bumrah’s attacking postures had begun to recede when
Kuldeep grew into his and nabbed wickets with a simpler
but enticing plan against the South African top order. But it
was a largely even morning that put the storylines in place
for India’s progressive bowling success.

The muggy weather had eased up, the softer rays of
the sun beamed perfectly through before the coin toss
soared at 8:30 am. The skies were not moist enough to
debilitate the captains. The propensity of heightened sus-
pense around the ACA Stadium’s varied conditions on its
maiden Test match morning had quietly vanished.For the
first hour of the day, when they were consigned to Temba
Bavuma’s choice to bat first again, Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj had built up ample pressure on the South African
openers.India's Kuldeep Yadav congratulates Jasprit
Bumrah after the pacer took a South African wicket on Day
1 of the Kolkata Test at Eden Gardens. (Express Photo by
Partha Paul) India’s Kuldeep Yadav congratulates Jasprit
Bumrah after the pacer took a South African wicket on Day
1 of the Kolkata Test at Eden Gardens. The sting was par-
tially alleviated by a touch of moisture beneath the red soil
surface. Bowling from the northern end, Bumrah'’s deliver-
ies appeared heavier on the fuller lengths, exuding firm
bounce only on the greener tinges outside the
channel.Markram and Rickelton observed no hurry either.
Rarely did they chase anything away from the body. The
controlled skid off the surface initially meant the only two
scoring shots in Bumrah'’s first three overs were carefully
curated tap and runs to cover by Rickelton. Siraj too backed
up the senior talisman, employing an uncharacteristic up-
right seam first up to test both edges of the left-handed
Rickelton.

For the first time in four overs, Bumrah slipped to the

shorter length with room, and an assured Markram finally
opened his account with a solid punch to the cover bound-
ary. He proceeded to design the near-perfect delivery next
ball, the one Markram dreads most on harder wickets. He
looks unflappable until that moment arrives perfectly, shap-
ing away late on the full outside the off-stump, the same
position from where he thumped the previous delivery for
four.To the collective dismay of Bumrah and the soaring
Guwahati crowd, KL Rahul grassed the thickish outside edge
that flew from Markram’s careless front-footed stroll at sec-
ond slip.Regaining cautiousness, the openers built another
stable 50-plus stand thereafter, adding to their impressive
first-innings association from Kolkata. The energies had
dipped by then, India had ceded their first striking opportu-
nity on a harder wicket. With the returning Nitish Kumar
Reddy untroubling their defences and Siraj's switch to the
wobble deliveries incurring inaccuracy, Rickelton too moved
off the blocks.

The compactness in strokeplay was briefly tested by
Washington Sundar, who magically resumed his bowling
duties after having sent down only six balls in Kolkata. With
Sai Sudharsan returning to No. 3, Sundar had slid back to
No. 8 on the team sheet. He still remains a superior bowler,
and it is his subtle array of tricks that first planted doubts in
Markram and Rickelton.As the sun moved overhead mid-
way through the morning session, Sundar began to extract
something from a drier strip, turn with the off-break and
bounce with the flight.

Unlike the Eden Gardens minefield that encouraged
the tweakers to leverage flatter trajectories, the loopy deliv-
eries had a vital role in the narratives here. It was some-
thing Kuldeep adjusted to as the afternoon progressed, es-
pecially after Rickelton employed a more open stance in
the crease to counter him early on.After Bumrah added the
masala to India’s 11 am Tea, castling Markram two balls
before the break, Kuldeep returned to spin Rickelton out
with a snappy leg-break. Swerving the ball into the south-
paw, it didn’t take a prodigious turn to stir the faulty drive to
the lively captain, Rishabh Pant, behind the stumps.

With the pitch still retaining hardness, the visitors pro-
moted Tristan Stubbs back up to the volatile No. 3 slot. It
had its merit on the wicket with Stubbs’ firm punches and
liking to walk down the track, keeping the spinners away
from total control in the second session.Stubbs and Bavuma
extended an unhurried response to fend off the spinners
over the next 30 overs with a diet of sweeps and smites
between square leg and wide long on.Their attacking lines
unyielding, Ravindra Jadeja was the first to return to flighted
deliveries outside the off-stump, inviting Bavuma to com-
mit the mistake in his offense, ending with a tame chip to
the mid-on fielder. Ushering in a similar ploy away from the
batters, Kuldeep claimed Stubbs (49) and Wiaan Mulder in
his first spell in the final session.Seizing 82.5 overs with an
hour’s play under the floodlights, India eventually ensured
no easy runaways for the visitors. As Siraj's outswinger
claimed the jittery Tony de Zorzi caught-behind a minute
before stumps, Northeast’s dipping skies too stood kinder
to the hosts, holding up a little longer than usual before break-
ing for the night.

Who is Lakshya Sen’s next
opponent — Yushi Tanaka?

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Yushi Tanaka or Yuiji, if you go by the Japanese pho-
netics, had once told Japanese media that he loves to talk,
and once he starts talking, he can’t stop. Now that he’s
started winning, the World No 27 will hope he doesn’t stop.
At that point, while battling domestic competition and com-
pleting a college degree, also winning the inter collegiate,
he was still finding his feet on the international circuit.On
Saturday, he made the Australian Open Super 500 finals,
beating Lin Chun-Yi21-18, 21-15. Earlier at the Paris World
Championships, the Japanese, a late bloomer at 25, had
defeated Chinese World No 4 Li Shifeng, to create quite the
stir on Day 1 of the Worlds. He is coached by the very
popular former World champion Kento Momota, from whom
he has learnt defensive rigour.

Very unlike the Japanese conservative style in singles,
Tanaka is quite an amalgamation of very many players.
His original intent is fiercely attacking, with speed bursting
abd bustling in him, which explains the presence of his other
coach, the former restless maverick Sho Sasaki. But
Momota has brought in the poised shuttle control.Speaking
to Nikkan Sports earlier in the year, Tanaka had said,
“Learning from the world’s best player has really helped me
improve.”Tanaka took his time, but gained immense confi-
dence by consistently beating Kodai Naraoka, the top Japa-
nese at No 8 currently. Back at home, Tanaka was gaining
miles on Kodai in domestic ranking events, though he was
criticised for being a ‘domestic lord’ and not managing re-
sults abroad. But brought into the national setup, he has
taken the opportunity to prove himself.While he continued
to struggle in international tournaments, he was determined
to change his fortunes. “I'll do my best so that people won't
say that Tanaka can only win in Japan. First of all, | want to

be in the top 10 in the world,” he had declared to Nikkan.Soon
after he started working with Momota, Tanaka won Orleans
Masters, beating Sathish Karunakaran, Mark Caljouw and
Alex Lanier on the way.After getting his second All Japan
title, he had explained Momota’s contribution. “The most
important things are his demeanor and mindset as cham-
pion. Itis not just about learning about his sense of the game
but learning from someone who has become World cham-
pion even though there can be only one. | am learning a lot
from his teaching and observing him. And members of
Nippon national team are lucky to gave him,” Tanaka
said.Momota after tragically missing out on an Olympic
medal, and facing eye issues post his accident in Malay-
sia, had vowed to help Japan in his second innings as
coach.Momota had said in December 2024, “I've always
wanted to leave something for the Badminton World. |
thought about continuing on the national team until | no longer
could, but | also felt it was important to train the next gen-
eration while [ still could. | chose the latter. | want to contrib-
ute till | still can.”

Italy’s Flavio Cobolli wins marathon
tie-break to take his side into final

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

In an intense game, Italian tennis player Flavio Cobolli
came on the winning side to take his team to the final of the
Davis Cup as he has defeated Belgium’s Zizou Bergs in
Bologna. Cobolli tore off his shirt in joy as he defeated the
Belgian, and the crowd erupted. The 23-year-old in a more
than three-hour marathon contest has taken the game to a
seventh match [6-3 6-7 (5-7) 7-6 (17-15)] and ended on the
winning side. The tie-break is the sixth-longest in the his-
tory of the 125-year old competetion.“It’s really tough to say
something about this match. We played for our countries
and fought a lot for this win. In the end, | realised my dream
and we are now in the final. | played an amazing match
against a great opponent. | played for all of [the supporters],
for all of my team, my family, for me. It is one of the best
days of my life,” Cobolli said.

Italy team captain Filippo Volandri said: “In my five
years as captain | have never seen something like that. It
was an unbelievable match. At the end | just said [it was]
5% tactics and 95% heart. This guy gave everything he
had — | am really proud. We have an unbelievable bench,
Matteo [Berrettini, Cobolli’'s team-mate] lost his voice. But it
is not the last match. We celebrate tonight and then we fo-

cus on the final.”Cobolli gave Italy an unassailable 2-0 lead
without needing the doubles contest. Italy is riding a 13-tie
winning streak and meets the winner of Saturday’s semifi-
nal between Germany and Spain, which is without injured
No. 1 Carlos Alcaraz. Earlier, Matteo Berrettini beat Raphael
Collignon 6-3, 6-4 to help Italy on its way. Neither Belgian
has won a singles title on the men’s tour. But the No. 43-
ranked Bergs played like it was the biggest match of his life
against No. 22 Cobolli, who had the crowd behind him in
Bologna.

Lakshya Sen wins 85 minute thriller
against Chou Tien Chen with dazzling
defensive retrieves to make Aus final

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Their Olympic dreams didn’t culminate into a medal.
But there’s a whole four years in between two Games when
badminton stays terrifically interesting. When the likes of
Lakshya Sen and Chou Tien Chen, each more tenacious
than the other, turn an ordinary Super 500 Sydney spring
semifinal, into something that's better than absolute cinema.
Lakshya Sen turned Live Sport into silverscreen stuff that's
better than once-in-4-years silverware, as he defeated Chou
in a 85 minute thriller.He reached the second final of 2025
after Hong Kong, but is still searching for the first title of a
very difficult season, where at No 12, he failed to qualify for
the World Tour Finals. But that’s where Sen and Chou light
up badminton — they make it irresistible to watch, never
mind that it's an end-season competition with little at stake.

They even made the mid-set, badminton’s unofficial
shack-break for watchers, the crescendo of the match, as
the first set and decider were reduced to footnotes.You could
talk about the slap-drives in Sen’s 17-21, 24-22, 21-16 win,
a very Bangalore-coded shot that those from the Padukone
academy are casually rattling off. The outstretched racquet
smothers skimmingly over the shuttle to send it cross and
very flat. But Sen and Chou made the diving retrieves far
more interesting.

Defense alone can’t win you badminton matches, as
Sen has painfully learnt. But it sure can buy you time to tire
out a very accurate, powerful opponent and take matters
into a decider, where Sen had shredded Chou’s resolve by
denying him a win in the second set.The Taiwanese, 35
years old, but elegantly foxy and unfailingly accurate, has
mastered the control game. Chou dictates in-rally pace,
controls placement to front or back, straight or cross, and
works angles like set squares of a geometry compass box.
His first set win came despite Sen not erring, not fading out,
not giving up, only because Chou stood at the front court
and comandeered a symphony of criss-crossing shuttles
with his patented shuttle control.But the tone of the match
was set at Chou leading 19-15 in the opener. A 44 shot
rally, offered a glimpse into just how determined Sen was
to play very high quality strokes at a very fast clip, with
very bull-headed intent. As the comms said, Sen needed to
tell himself to ‘never give up’ while Chou had a ‘living tattoo,

a living cheer meme’ in his coach-trainer Victoria Lao, his
animated courtside one-woman team. In that scarcely be-
lievable rally over 22 shots Sen played, he told Chou that
his low pick-up defensive retrieves and clear headed an-
ticipation meant he could cover the court, in all dimensions,
and the shuttle wouldn’t stop coming back.Chou is perhaps
the most cerebral and skilled player on the Tour, and had a
counter to Sen’s defiance. He would not only make the In-
dian dive across his body on the backhand corners, he would
ensure the next shuttle was far on the opposite flank.This
was one of those matches when accuracy from both play-
ers was guaranteed — errors not blighting the tempo. The
number of backline corner lobs and floating clears that Sen
nailed pinpoint, was outrageous. Chou’s precision on the
short cross smashes was equally impressive. His super-
power is deceptively simple — he can hit more overhead
strokes with variety and control, back to back, and the arms
don'ttire. Sen’s superpower is he can defend one shot more
than Chou flings at him, retrieving real low.Sen trailed 4-7,
then made ground at 9-9. Because these two are so tal-
ented, they can literally mimic each other and it was Sen in
the mid set, as he used Chou’s tactic of making opponent
twist and turn, by going for the flanks. Without mistakes.
Sen took the mid-interval lead at 11-9. Chou wasn’t built to
make life easy for his opponents.At 12-10, while beginning
to tire, Chou dug from his reserves the patience to let go
two opportunities for a kill, before smashing the third. Snap-
ping at Sen’s heels, Chou went 15-13, 17-14, before he lev-
elled at 17-all. One incredible Sen point for 15-13, saw Sen
put in three diving retrieves at three separate corners, then
scurry to the net and track back next second for a back
court straight smash kill. The mileage in Sen’s feet, and
palms (given he is on all fours often and bouncing back on
feet with catapult elasticity) can be a researcher’s disserta-
tion, given he is shorter than most of the top opponents,
even at 5'10. But he neutralizes that advantage with his read
on the game, and Chou had to stitch together clever ways
and work hard, crank up power, to get his points. Still, he
reached 20-18, when Sen floated one long.Sen aced a back
corner toss-drop to go 19-20, and drew out a smash error
to stay afloat — when 2 points from exiting. A tight dribble
gave Chou another match point, but the Sen defense put
such massive pressure on the Taiwanese that he forced
Chou to again go long. 21-all. Catching him on the forehand
corner once more, Sen went ahead 22-21. At 23-22, Sen
played that slap-drive once more, and the shot always trav-
els awkward for opponents, coming into their torso flat.
Snatching at the shuttle and exhausted because Sen could
just not be stubbed out, Chou finally succumbed to a
decider.That second set with his back to the corner, took
the wind out of the Chou sails, and a 21-16 was inevitable,
even if the Taiwanese stayed defiant in defeat, after being
down 12-20. Separated by 10 years in age, there’s a barmy
brilliance to how both Sen and Chou approach badminton —
they seem to play better for pride than for the prize, to win a
point, than to make one.

Australia cricket chief clarifies speculation of Usman
Khawaja’s back stiffness due to playing golt

GNS News Agency, Nov 22

Australian veteran opener Usman Khawaja could not
open yesterday in the first Ashes Test. He left the field for
eight minutes due to back stiffness, which meant that the
38-year-old could only open after eight minutes have
elapsed in the second innings as a result, Australia had to
send Marnus Labuschange as the opener instead of Usman
Khawaja. As debutant Jake Weatherald was dismissed for
a duck in the first over, skipper Steve Smith had to come in
at number four.

It was later come to known that Khawaja had played
golf ahead of the Test match during an optional training ses-
sion. However, CA clarified that the back spasms are a
type of injury that Khawaja did have before, and it had noth-
ing to do with golf.“Did that correlate to any of the issues? |
personally don’t think so. Usman’s a very seasoned cam-
paigner, he knows his body well, and he knows how to get
himself prepared for cricket. So I think that is drawing a
long bow. A lot of people talk about cricket being played
between the ears.”

“So getting some time away from being in your hotel
or at training | think is really important. | noticed Mitch Starc
played golf with him, so it certainly didn’t impact his perfor-
mance,” said Cricket Australia Chief Todd Greenberg on

SEN Radio on Saturday. Starc has picked up seven wick-
ets in the first game of the Test.Greenberg also stressed
the fact that players are judged on the basis of their perfor-
mances from the five games, and each individual in that
team has the freedom to prepare themselves.“That's ex-
actly how Andrew McDonald and the team have functioned
over a long period of time and they’ve been very success-
ful on that. The individual performance inside a team envi-
ronment, and then ultimately you’re held accountable for
your performance. That's mature and that’s the current ap-
proach,” he added.

Sanju Samson shares how he heard ‘CSK
is one of the finest dressing rooms’ from
players who have been part of franchise

GNS News Agency,
Nov 22

Sanju Samson going to
the Chennai Super Kings
might end up being one of
the pivotal moments in the
Chennai Super Kings’ his-
tory. With the speculation of
how long MS Dhoni will con-
tinue to play the Samson’s
arrival does seem like give
a fresh breath of air to the
franchise, needed after last
season’s poor performance.
Samson recalled how he

was just 19 years old when
he first met Dhoni and how
he interacted with former In-
dian skipper for 10-20 days
and said in his chats with
other players who have
been part of CSK, Samson
learnt it is “one of the finest
dressing rooms.”

“Il have a lot of friends
there. But there is a person
there. Everyone knows him.
There is a person called MS
Dhoni. | met him when | was
19. When I was 19, | got se-
lected in the Indian team for

the very first time. | went for
a UK tour. Mahi bhai was the
captain. | saw Mahi bhai
there for the first time. | in-
teracted with him for 10-20
days. After that, | used to
see him during IPL. There
will always be a crowd in
front of him. Five people
here, 10 people there. Ok, |
cannot meet here. | will have
to meet him separately. |
had such a desire,” Samson
said on a video shared by
CSK.“Destiny has got to me
and play with him in one
dressing room. That couple

of months. I'm very, very
excited. Definitely, very
genuinely excited to meet
him and interact with him.
Sit, have breakfast with him,
practice with him, play
matches with him, WOW!
Just thinking about it makes
me very happy. After that, |
have a lot of friends,” he
said.“l have heard lots and
lots of things, being a part of
IPL from last 10 to 14 years,
| think you have a lot of
friends in other franchises.
You are a part of the Indian

dressing room. ’'m not say-
ing it because | have actu-
ally come to the CSK fran-
chise. One thing | have heard
from each and every Indian,
domestic and international
player is CSK is one of the
finest dressing rooms. |
have heard lots and lots of
great things. | think I have not
heard anything bad yet about
CSK, | have hard lots and
lots of great things. But I'm
looking forward to experi-
encing it. Listening to stories
definitely excite me as a per-
son and cricketer.




Ranga Reddy
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Unwell Saroj Khan choreographed Devdas’
Dola Re while lying on the floor, won 17
awards for Aishwarya Rai-Madhuri Dixit song

India is one of the largest film producers in the world,
and while it may not always churn out top quality, the Indian
film industry certainly makes up for it by offering the world
something that no one else seems to have — choreographed
dance numbers in the middle of the movie. Something that
might appear alien to European or American audiences, is
an intrinsic part of Indian films. Every era of Hindi films has
a distinct song and dance style and for those who grew up
in the 1990s, this era was defined by the choreographed
songs of Saroj Khan. With popular songs like “Ek Do Teen”,
“Choli Ke Peeche”, “Nimbooda Nimbooda” among many
others, Saroj Khan’s dance steps were a part of the pop
culture, but it was Devdas’ song “Dola re Dola” that won
her her first National Film Award. Composed by Ismail
Darbar, with lyrics by Nursat Badr, the vocals here were
done by Shreya Ghoshal and Kavita Krishnamurthy. Such
was the impact of the song that the sarees and jewellery
worn by the actors, Madhuri Dixit and Aishwarya Rai, be-
came a part of mainstream fashion, and 21 years later,
Karan Johar paid tribute to the song in his film Rocky Aur
Rani Ki Prem Kahani.

Devdas was an ambitious project for director Sanjay
Leela Bhansali, and he left no stone unturned in getting ev-
ery element of the film just right. Reportedly made on a bud-
get of Rs 50 crore, the making of Devdas was an arduous
process, and so was the making of the song “Dola Re Dola”.
Calling it the “toughest” song of her career, Saroj Khan once
said that she saw it as a “feather in my cap.” This was also
the song that had to deliver on the biggest promise of the

film — the dance-off between Madhuri and Aishwarya.
Both top actresses, and the best dancers of their genera-
tion, this music video had people comparing them
throughout to see who would come out on top. Saroj was
well aware of this and on top of that, she also had to make
sure that both actresses had enough to perform, so it
wouldn’t look like one was given preference over the
other.

Aishwarya or Madhuri, who got the better steps?

“Madhuri Dixit and Aishwarya Rai are both brilliant
dancers and | couldn’t let either of them feel that they did
not have good steps. | was scared that one of them may
feel left out, but luckily nothing untoward happened,” she
recalled in a 2012 chat with Mumbai Mirror. Saroj shared
that while both actresses were brilliant on screen, they had
a different approach to prepare for the song. Madhuri would
come prepared on set after days of rehearsal, vs Aishwarya,
who would rehearse on set.However, Saroj was extremely
unwell when she shot the song. Bhansali told Quint that
Saroj was in a lot of pain when she shot the song and would
be lying down on the floor. “At the time we were shooting,
Sarojji was extremely unwell. She was in a lot of pain, but
she would lie down on the floor and give instructions. She
shot for 15 days”, Bhansali said. None of this pain was vis-
ible on screen, and after the song came out, Saroj won 17
awards for it.Saroj’s health deteriorated as Devdas released.
On the day of the release, Bhansali and Aiswarya visited
her in the hospital, and even then, she wondered how her
song was being received. “On the day Devdas released,
Sarojji was in hospital. Aishwarya and | went to meet her. In
her semi-conscious state she asked, ‘Dola Re Dola pe paise
miley ya nahin? (Did the audience shower coins on Dola
Re Dola?)’. Imagine her passion for her work! Even in that
state, she wanted to know if her work was being appreci-
ated,” he told Subhash K Jha after the choreographer’s death
in 2020.Bhansali believed that Saroj was to choreography,
what Salim-Javed were to screenwriting. He shared in the
same chat, “She brought stardom to choreography just like
Salim-Javed brought stardom to scriptwriting. There were
great choreographers before her, but Sarojji brought an aura
to choreography.” While Bhansali said some very kind
things about her after her passing, their working relation-
ship went south after a few collaborations. Saroj, in a chat
with Talking Cinema’s YouTube channel, explicitly accused
Bhansali and his team of using her choreography in “Ram
Chahe Leela” without paying her for it, and crediting some-
one else for her work.The song was exquisitely styled but
over the years, costume designers Neeta Lulla and Abu
Jani Sandeep Khosla have both claimed credit for it. While
Neeta largely focused on Aishwarya’s character, there was
some overlap in their work, and the intersection for the same
came at “Dola Re”. In a recent chat with Namrata Zakaria,
Abu and Sandeep shared that Abu “created that sketch” for
the song, but, in a chat with Rediff in 2002, Neeta had
claimed, “I did design for both of them in the song ‘Dola re
dola’ because the whole concept of sari was mine.”

Farah Khan, whose four films made over Rs 700 cr, says
she has earned more in one year from YouTube

Farah Khan, who has amassed around 2.5 million
subscribers on YouTube, has become a digital sensa-
tion thanks to her wildly hilarious cooking vlogs featuring
her ‘world famous’ chef, Dilip. His popularity has soared
so much that he has begun headlining advertisements,
including one alongside Shah Rukh Khan. Farah’s jour-
ney has been one of a kind — coming from a broken
home where her father — a filmmaker — died penniless,
she started as a choreographer, graduated to a filmmaker,
judged reality shows and is now a content creator with
her YouTube channel. Given her early years, Farah has
earlier said that she remains determined to seize every
opportunity and remains insecure about money.In a re-
cent conversation with Soha Ali Khan on her podcast,
Soha spoke to Farah about how she has earned more in
the last one year than from making blockbusters, choreo-
graphing some of the most memorable Bollywood songs
and judging India’s top reality shows.

Soha brought up the huge financial success Farah
has achieved with her YouTube vlog, even surpassing
earnings from her blockbuster directorials such as Main
Hoon Na (box office earning Rs 89 crore), Om Shanti Om
(box office earning Rs 152 crore), and her biggest hit,
Happy New Year (box office earning Rs 383 crore). The
total box office earning of her three Shah Rukh Khan
starrers came to Rs 624 crore. She also directed Tees
Maar Khan with Akshay Kumar in the lead. While the film
didn’t attain the sort of success like the Shah Rukh Khan
films, it made Rs 101.8 crores.When asked how much
she earns from YouTube, Farah responded modestly: “I
don’t know what to say. Massive is a relative term. But |
think | said it somewhere that in my entire career, maybe
in a year, I've not made so much money, even though I've
directed so many films and all.”She further explained how
YouTube has given her creative independence: “There’s
no ownership over the money. But it's my channel, so |
can do what | want. There’s no one telling me. There’s no
OTT channel or no production house saying, ‘yeh toh
kaatna padega, yeh toh daal le.” And there’s no TV chan-
nel saying, ‘You can only bring this guest on,” which |
used to hate. | used to hate that so hard. You know, that is
something from my inner core. | used to hate this demar-
cation, that this one is an A-lister, and this one is tacky. |
used to genuinely just hate that. | now have the freedom
to invite whoever | want.”

Farah said authenticity is the biggest currency on
YouTube, which is why she avoids relying on makeup art-
ists or stylists. “That’s why | don’t keep a makeup person
or a hair person or anything. | buy my clothes online, and |
try to wear a new outfit for every vlog, only because it helps
me keep track of with whom | shot that day,” she said. Con-
sistency, she added, matters just as much. “Only two weeks
that we didn’t post anything was when my mom passed
away. | was like, please don’t post anything. But literally
when she was in hospital for 40 days, luckily, | don’t know
why, | had banked like 8-9 episodes and kept. So that was
consistent. But when she passed away, | was like let’s not
post. So that was the only two weeks that we have missed
posting on our channel. See, | think this discipline comes
from filmmaking, and like, I'm on the job. And we finish
shooting in one and a half hour.”Farah laughed and replied:
“Dilip can’t say anything unless I’'m giving him the lines. So
| have to be then the voice of Big Boss saying, ‘Dilip, now
say this, now that...” Speaking about Dilip, Farah also

opened up about how she began her YouTube journey a
year and a half ago. She recalled: “So | had finished writing
my script for my movie, and | knew it's a long wait now,
waiting for it to go on floors. And people kept telling me,
‘Ma’am, it's very lucrative,” and, you know, ‘this one is mak-
ing that much.” | was like, abhi mere teen bachche univer-
sity jaayenge, movie may not happen for a year or two. So
okay, now | have time. | told them, ‘Achha, let's try it.” | said,
| want to do something with food, because I’'m comfortable.
And you know, all my food reels used to go very, very
viral.”After filming her first video, Farah realised she would
have to prep all the food while also holding the audience
with a monologue. That’s when she decided to bring Dilip
on camera. “l used to just tell him, “Tu yeh bol de’. | would
give him the punchline and it just kind of exploded. By the
second vlog, we had our silver button,” she said. When
asked how her three children react to her online fame, Farah
admitted: “I think now | feel they are a little more embar-
rassed. | used to be a cool mom before. Because now their
friends are watching me. So their friends are like, ‘Oh, you're
all poor because your mother said she started YouTube to
pay for your university fees.””Farah also spoke about how
her cook Dilip has become “world famous,” and how much
of their earnings initially went into making him debt-free. She
shared: “He had a lot of debt. | don’t know how. One year
has just gone in paying off that debt and telling him, ‘You
can’t take loans on interest anymore because whatever |
am giving you is going down a well’.

‘We grew marijuana for the British’: Kunal Ganjawala
reveals how he got his surname, says ‘lagaan maaf tha’
as they were ‘licensed druggists’

When you listen to songs like “Salaame” from Dhoom,
“O Humdum Soniyo Re” from Saathiya, “Tauba Tauba” from
Kaal, “Dil Na Diya” from Krrish, or most memorably “Bheege
Honth Tere” from Murder, one thread connects them all.
Each track, a chartbuster in its own right, was sung by Kunal
Ganjawala. Over the years, audiences have admired his
powerful voice, but many have been just as curious about
his unusual surname, “Ganjawala.” On social media today,
it has become both a subject of jokes and genuine intrigue.
Now, Kunal has finally revealed the true story behind his
surname. Speaking to the Hindi Rush podcast, he explained

in detail how it originated. He said, “During the British
Raj, our family used to grow marijuana for medical pur-
poses. It was a profession before 1942, before the Quit
India Movement.”He then added, “Hum ganje ki kheti karte
the, aur uska produce hum government ko dete the. Mere
father ne mujhe bataya ki humein lagaan maaf tha,
humare ancestors ko lagaan nahi dena padta tha. Kyunki
humse British ye cheez lete the aur humein ‘Rao Saheb’
ki takhti de rakhi thi. Hum medical purposes ke liye iski
kheti kiya karte the, aur uss mein se woh afeem ke injec-
tions banaakar cancer patients ko diya karte the, jahan-
jahan British Kingdom tha.”(We cultivated cannabis and
gave the produce to the government. My father told me
that our family was exempted from paying land tax, be-
cause the British took this crop from us and had given us
the title of ‘Rao Saheb.” They used the crop to make opium-
based injections that were given to cancer patients across
the British Empire).He further said that his ancestors con-
tinued this work in this business until the Quit India Move-
ment. But when Mahatma Gandhi urged people to be-
come self-sufficient, the family decided to abandon the
trade. Kunal recalled, “After that, we started working in
construction and making steel furniture.”Speaking more
about the baggage and curiosity attached to his surname,
he said, “We were licensed druggists during the British
Raj until 1942. Sometimes on social media people are
intrigued by my surname, and sometimes they make fun
of it. But this is the real history. And this surname actually
helped me a lot in the jingle industry. People would joke,
‘Oh, ganjewala, do you have maal?’ And | would tell them
that | neither smoke nor consume such things.”

Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri teaser:
Ananya Panday wants a *90s-style love story’
with ‘mama’s boy’ Kartik Aaryan

After a long spell of controversies and a shelved film
behind him, Kartik Aaryan is finally making his first film with
Karan Johar's Dharma Productions. The film, tittled Tu Meri
Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri, also stars Ananya Panday.
The film’s teaser has just been unveiled, and from the looks
of it, the film promises to be a breezy, sun-soaked roman-
tic comedy.The teaser opens with a super that reads: “If
you are going to live another week, live the best week of
your life.” This sets the tone as we are introduced to the
protagonist, Ray, played by Kartik Aaryan. He appears by
the beach, flaunting his abs and delivering a typically cheeky
monologue: “Malika se lekar Malala tak, Urfi se lekar Kamla
tak, koi bhi iss mama’s boy ko haath se nahi jaane dega.”
(From Malika to Malala, from Urfi to Kamla, no one will ever
let this mama’s boy slip away).

We then meet our heroine, Rumi, portrayed by
Ananya Panday, who declares: “Main 2025 ke hook-up
culture mein 90s ki love story chahti hoon.” (In the hook-
up culture of 2025, | want a 90s love story). What follows
is a montage of the duo vacationing on picturesque
beaches under a bright summer sun. However, the mood
shifts when Kartik’s character teases Ananya’s feminist
ideals, saying: “Waise toh tum log har jagha feminism ke
jhande ghadte rehte ho par chivalry ki expectations phir
bhi rakhte ho. Ladies first, pulling out chairs, opening
doors. Dono haath mein ladoo chhaiye kya?” (You people
keep waving the flag of feminism everywhere, yet still
expect chivalry. Ladies first, pulling out chairs, opening
doors. Do you want a ladoo in both hands?)The teaser’s
funniest moment arrives toward the end, when Ananya’s
character appears to have been stung by a jellyfish and
urges Kartik to suck out the poison. Kartik refuses, quip-
ping: “Jumma jumma chaar din huye hai mile huye main
kyin tera zehar nikaloon?” (It's barely been four days since
we met, why should | suck out your poison?) He then
drops a direct reference to Friends, explaining how Chan-
dler had to pee on Monica after a jellyfish sting. Initially
hesitant, Ananya’s character eventually gives him per-
mission to go ahead.The film is directed by Sameer
Vidwans and marks his second collaboration with Kartik
Aaryan after Satyaprem Ki Katha. Kartik and Ananya
Panday are also reuniting on screen for the second time
after their 2019 hit Pati Patni Aur Woh. The film is slated
for a Christmas 2025 theatrical release.

Kannada star Dr Rajkumar sang ‘Bheege Honth Tere’
at 75 despite not knowing Hindi, recalls Kunal
Ganjawala; passed away a few months later

'l

Each film industry in India has its own stalwarts and
superstars, and for the Kannada film industry there is no
one bigger than Dr Rajkumar. The actor-singer was con-
sidered one of the most versatile performers of all time,
and that is what singer Kunal Ganjawala learnt on his very
first meeting with him. In a recent interview Kunal talked
about his experience of meeting the superstar and how he
was completely taken aback by what followed. The singer
famous for his songs like ‘Bheege Honth Tere’, ‘Jaadugari’
and ‘Dil Na Diya’ met Dr Rajkumar while recording a song
for his son Puneeth, and soon discovered that the veteran
star was his fan.

Kunal shared with Hindi Rush, “l was called to sing
a song for Dr Rajkumar’s son, Puneeth. They said that it
is his third film, and they wanted me to sing for it. So for
the first time ever, | flew to record a song for the Kannada
industry. It was just after ‘Bheege Honth Tere’ had be-
come a huge success. | had to go because it was
Rajkumar ji; he was like the first family of the Kannada
industry.”He recalled that after the recording, he spoke to
the veteran star but as both of them didn’t share a com-
mon language, a translator helped them in communicat-
ing. “After recording the song, | met Puneeth for dinner.
With some hesitation he asked me to talk to Rajkumar ji.
Our mutual friend translated the whole conversation for
me, and it turns out that he wanted me to sing another
song for him,” he said and added that they decided to
record the next morning.Now even though Kunal was
confident that he’d be able to finish the song and make it
to his flight at 10 am, Puneeth told him that there was no
way he could leave without meeting Dr Rajkumar. The
singer admitted that he was very nervous about missing
his flight, but something Puneeth said helped him calm
down just a little bit.He said, “Now this is the time when
he (Dr Rajkumar) had just been released by Veerappan,
and he couldn’t come to the studio because of knee sur-
gery. | finished the song by 8 am, but Puneeth told me
that | had to meet his father before leaving. Now | was
very worried about missing my flight because | had to
record for Anu Malik in the afternoon, but Puneeth calmed
me down and said, ‘Sir, aap chinta mar karo (Don’t get
tense). Papa won't let the flight leave until you board it.

Biopic on Padma Shri Vanajeevi
Ramaiah begins filming in Khammam

Khammam: The life of renowned green crusader,
Padma Shri late Vanajeevi Ramaiah, is set to be
immortalised in a biographical film.Followers of Ramaiah
and those inspired by his work have come together to make
the biopic. Nandi Award winner Vemuganti is directing the
film, which is being produced by Lingampalli
Chandrashekar, while noted Khammam-based musician
Ballepalli Mohan is composing the music.Popular Telugu

actor Brahmaji is portraying Ramaiah, and actress
Nagamani is playing the role of his wife Janakamma. The
director of photography is Thota Ramana, and Dr Kalaranga
is the story writer for the project, being produced under the
banner of Prakruthi Parirakshana Films.Speaking to
Telangana Today, Vemuganti said the main objective of the
biopic, titled Padma Shri Vanajeevi Ramaiah, was to take
Ramaiah’s life and message to national and global audi-

ences. The film also aims to inspire future generations
and highlight the work done by Ramaiah, who planted
nearly one and a half crore saplings during his lifetime,
earning him national recognition in the form of a Padma
Shri award.The biopic is multilingual and will be released
in six languages — Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Marathi,
Hindi and English. The English version is being made
with the intent to submit it for the Oscars, as environmen-
tal protection, the cause championed by Ramaiah
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