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‘AP has a world class food
processing ecosystem’, highlights CM

Assembly special session starts
today: Expect fiery debates

Gear up for future challenges:
Governor suggests universities

40th Senior Officers’ Study Period
 Concludes at the College of Air Warfare

Hyderabad, Aug.29 The College of Air Warfare (CAW), Secunderabad, conducted the 40th Senior Officers' Study
Period (SOSP) from  August 18  till today. The SOSP was attended by 19 officers of the rank of Air Commodore and
equivalent from the three services.

The strategic level interactive programme was aimed at increasing awareness on global and regional security
issues while enhancing integration among the three services. Eminent guest speakers with impeccable credentials in
their respective fields enlightened the course participants on diverse topics.

Challur Panchayat Secretary
caught Red-handed by ACB

Karimnagar, Aug.29 (NSS): The sleuths of Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB), Karimnagar unit on Friday caught red-
handed the Panchayat secretary Kumakam Nagaraj of Challur village in Veenavanka mandal of the district for demanding
and accepting a bribe amount of Rs 20,000 from the complainant for doing an official favour relating to allotment of a house
number to the newly constructed house.Based on the complaint, the ACB arrested the accused officer at his gram panchayat
office in Challur village and recovered the tainted bribe amount of Rs 20,000 from his possession. It is alleged that the
officer performed his duties improperly and with dishonesty to obtain undue advantage.

INTRODUCE "FACIAL RECOGNITION" IN
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS : CM TO OFFICIALS

GHMC completes arrangements
for ganesh idol immersion

Focus on flood relief, not luxury
projects: KTR to Telangana CM

Russia’s Putin to
visit India in December

Hyderabad, Aug.29  In order to overhaul the educa-
tion infrastructure and to have accountability, Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy today directed the officials concerned
to strengthen the quality standards of education across
Telangana by upgrading infrastructure in schools, colleges
and universities. Besides improving teaching facilities, he
ordered for the mandatory introduction of "facial recogni-
tion" for students, faculty and staff in all institutions to en-
sure better attendance and accountability, the CM stressed.

At a high-level review meeting of the Education de-
partment here on Friday, the chief minister while highlight-
ing irregularities, noted that multiple departments were han-
dling construction of classrooms, kitchens, toilets and guard
houses, which hindered the progress. To streamline the
process, all education-related constructions be brought
under the "Education and Welfare Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (EWIDC)", which has already taking care
of Young India Integrated Residential Schools. Required
staff will be deputed from other departments, he added.

Further, the CM instructed the officials to clear pend-
ing "Mid-Day Meal" programme bills and sanitation dues
under the Amma Adarsha Schools without delay, while ex-
pediting the construction of urinals, toilets in women’s col-
leges, and solar-powered container kitchens. Emphasizing
the state’s commitment to sports, CM said "Physical Edu-
cation Teachers (PETs)" could be hired on contract basis if
required. He also proposed appointing 'female counselors'
in Gurukul schools to guide girl students. Expenditure on

education should be treated as an "investment, not spend-
ing". Deputy CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka had already ap-
pealed to Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to
exempt education development loans, including those for
residential schools, from FRBM limits, the CM added.The
CM further directed the officials to prepare a "10-year re-
port" on students belonging to BC, SC, ST and minority com-
munities who studied in government institutions, noting that
they constitute over 90% of enrolments. The meeting was
attended by government advisor Vem Narender Reddy,
Special Secretary B. Ajith Reddy, OSD Vemulu Srinivasulu,
Principal Secretary Yogita Rana, Higher Education Board
Chairman Prof. Balakishta Reddy, Technical Education
Commissioner Sridevasena, School Education Director
Naveen Nicholas and others.

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Russian President Vladimir Putin will pay an official

visit to India in December, the Kremlin said Friday (August
29, 2025), as ties between the countries grow closer and
after the United States imposed tariffs on New Delhi over
its purchases of Russian oil.Mr. Putin will also meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at a regional summit in China on
Monday, Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters, includ-
ing AFP, saying the pair would discuss "preparation for the
December visit".U.S. President Donald Trump has imposed
tariffs on Indian goods as punishment for New Delhi's mas-
sive purchases of Russian oil, part of a campaign to pres-
sure Moscow into ending its offensive in Ukraine.

Energy incomes are a key source of revenue for
Moscow’s state budget.Russia is also one of India's top
arms suppliers, and the warm ties between the two coun-
tries date back to the Soviet era.Ukraine’s Western allies
have sought to cut Russia’s export earnings since Mos-
cow launched its military assault in February 2022.But Rus-
sia has been able to redirect energy sales away from Eu-
rope to countries including India and China, ensuring the

multi-billion-dollar flow of funds has continued.India has
argued it imported oil “from Russia because traditional
supplies were diverted to Europe after the outbreak of
the conflict”.Mr. Putin has significantly curtailed his for-
eign travel amid the offensive on Ukraine, for which he
was slapped with an International Criminal Court (ICC)
arrest warrant.India is not a party to the ICC and therefore
not obligated to detain Mr. Putin.

Hyderabad, Aug.29 (NSS): The upcoming special
sessions of the Telangana Legislative Assembly and
Council are set to feature an intense discussion regard-
ing the PC Ghosh Commission's findings on the
Kaleshwaram project and the issue of BC reservations.

The Assembly will begin its session on Saturday,
aiming to address both the Kaleshwaram Committee re-
port and the BC reservation topic. The session is sched-
uled to kick off at 10:30 AM, and it is anticipated that
proceedings will be suspended after honouring the late
BRS MLA Maganti Gopinath. Following this, a meeting of
the Business Advisory Committee (BAC) will take place.
In the afternoon, Chief Minister Revanth Reddy will lead
a cabinet meeting. It is expected that the Assembly ses-
sions will continue for four or five days, depending on
circumstances.Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy and his
cabinet members have resolved to reveal irregularities
related to the Kaleshwaram project as indicated by the
PC Ghosh Commission’s report, and to present these
findings in the Assembly before taking any necessary
action against individuals involved in the project's
execution.At the same time, there are signs that K
Chandrashekar Rao, the former chief minister who is cur-
rently facing allegations related to the Kaleshwaram

project, will refrain from participating in this discussion.
On Friday, former minister and BRS MLA Harish Rao met
KCR at the Erravalli farmhouse in Siddipet district to
strategise for the upcoming Assembly debate. The BRS
leaders have resolved to mount a strong opposition
against the government and have requested that the
Speaker allocate sufficient time for them to address the
report.Conversely, under the guidance of party state unit
president Ramchandra Rao, BJP MLAs and MLCs have
been engaged in discussions to formulate their approach
for the Assembly sessions.

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Hyderabad: BRS working president KT Rama Rao

accused Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy of neglecting
people suffering due to the recent heavy rains that have
devastated Telangana. He slammed Revanth Reddy for
prioritising review meetings on luxurious projects, while
people were struggling due to incessant rains.Taking to X,
Rama Rao said lives and property were lost on a large scale,
with people still waiting for relief, due to heavy rains and
flooding. However, he said the Chief Minister was busy re-
viewing luxury projects instead of rescue efforts.“The Rs
3.5 lakh crore 2036 Olympics bid, Rs 1.5 lakh crore Musi
Riverfront beautification project, and Rs 225 crore
Hyderabad beach plan are the topics of interest for the Chief
Minister to review and make money, but not the plight of
people of Telangana,” he said. He said the Congress gov-
ernment was focused on making money and leaving people
in the lurch shamelessly.

Hyderabad, Aug.29   GHMC has completed all the
arrangements for the smooth and safe conduct of Ganesh
immersion program in the state capital . In coordination with
the Police Department, HYDRA, Traffic, Revenue, Irriga-
tion, Water Board, Medical and Health Department, R&B,
Tourism Department, Electricity and other government de-
partments, a robust operation has been prepared to ensure
that the immersion program takes place without any unto-
ward incidents.

GHMC Commissioner R.V. Karnan is supervising
the smooth conduct of the Ganesh immersion in a spiri-
tual atmosphere without any untoward incidents. The
Immersion in 74 artificial ponds in addition to the main
tanks will be held by the authorities.  This time the immer-
sion will take place in 20 main tanks including Hussain
Sagar, Saroor Nagar Tank, IDL Tank, Safilguda Tank and
Sunnam Tank. GHMC has set up 74 additional artificial
immersion centers (baby ponds, mud ponds, dug ponds,
portable tanks and mobile ponds).This will reduce the
pressure on the main tanks.134 static cranes and 269
mobile cranes have been prepared to ensure a fast, safe
and smooth immersion. The GHMC will make 9 boats, 16
DRF teams and 200 swimmers available at Hussain
Sagar in coordination with the state Tourism Department
and Hydra. The work of removing tree branches and hang-
ing wires obstructing the procession routes has been
completed.14,486 sanitation personnel and 160 Ganesh
action teams will be working continuously in three shifts.
5 lakh trash bags have been distributed for waste collec-
tion at Ganesh pandals . In addition, 2,000 sweepers,
102 mini tippers, 125 JCBs and 30 sweeping machines
will be involved in garbage removal on the immersion
day.309 mobile toilets and 56,187 lighting points have
been set up for the people.

Apologise for ‘abusing’ Modi:
Amit Shah to Rahul Gandhi

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday (August

29, 2025) asked Congress leader Rahul Gandhi to apologise
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his late mother for
abusive language allegedly used against them from a Con-
gress platform during the Voter Adhikar Yatra (Voter Rights
Rally) in poll-bound Bihar.Speaking at an event in Guwahati,
Mr. Shah said Mr. Gandhi had taken his “politics of hatred
to the lowest level.”“Twenty-seven countries have honoured
Modiji by conferring their highest civilian awards on him.

Modiji is respected across the world, but in India, Rahul
Gandhi demonstrated the lowest level of his politics of ha-
tred and negativity during his Ghuspaithiya Bachao Yatra
(Intruder Protector Rally),” he said.Mr. Shah criticised Mr.
Gandhi for alleged offensive words used during a Congress
programme against the Prime Minister and his late mother.
He said the politics of hatred and negativity started by the
Congress leader “would not take public life any higher.”The
Union Minister said the Prime Minister had been facing such
attacks since his tenure as Gujarat Chief Minister.“Soniaji,
Rahulji, Mani Shankar Aiyar, Digvijay Singh, Jairam
Ramesh, Renuka Chowdhury - every Congress leader used
abusive language against Modiji. They called the Prime Min-
ister ‘Maut Ka Saudagar,’ ‘Jehrila Saap,’ ‘Ravana,’
‘Bhasmasura,’ ‘Virus’, and whatnot,” Mr. Shah said.“Do the
Congress leaders think they will get the mandate by using
such language? I want to tell them that the more they abuse
Modiji, the larger the lotus will bloom and touch the sky,” he
said.Stating that elections are the soul of democracy, Mr.
Shah asked how the nation could be safe if infiltrators were
allowed into voters’ lists.“I want to tell Rahul Gandhiji that if
you have a little shame left in you, apologise to Modiji, his
late mother, and the people of the country,” he said.

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Visakhapatnam: Andhra Pradesh has a world class

food processing ecosystem. Expansion of the sector
through global brands from India is the target, emphasised
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu.

Delivering a keynote address as chief guest at the third
edition of the India Food Manufacturing conference
organised by the Trade Promotion Council of India in
Visakhapatnam on Friday, the Chief Minister highlighted that
the state has a capacity of nine integrated food parks, 17
lakh metric tonnes of cold storage capacity, 33 lakh tonnes
of godowns and recommended value addition for food prod-
ucts in global market.

Hyderabad, Aug.29 : Governor Jishnu Dev Varma
on Friday urged higher education institutions to gear up
to meet the emerging challenges in the education sector
and prepare the younger generations to seize future
opportunities.He was inaugurating a day-long national con-
ference on “India@2047: Role of Higher Education in Mak-
ing India a Developed Nation”, organised by the Education
Protection Society for India (EPSI) and hosted by MNR
University.

“To achieve the dream of Viksit Bharat, higher educa-
tion will undoubtedly play a central role. India already has
one of the world’s largest higher education systems with
more than 1,100 universities and nearly 35 million students.
We should ensure quality, innovation, inclusivity, and glo-
bal competitiveness,” the Governor said.Highlighting the

transformative vision of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, he stressed the need for multidisciplinary learning,
research, innovation, skill development, digital education,
and internationalisation of curricula. He also underlined five
focus areas for universities: global competitiveness, skill
development and employability, equity and inclusivity, re-
search and innovation, and value-based education.The
Governor observed that Hyderabad set a “shining example”
in leveraging education, technology, and innovation to
emerge as global hubs of knowledge and growth.MNR
University Chancellor, Manthena Ravi Varma, in his wel-
come address, said that universities are the “hubs of nation
building” and must integrate “the topics of tomorrow into the
curriculum of today.” He said: "We must also focus on ac-
cess and equity.
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Illegal migration a big concern but
shouldn’t be communalised

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has raised an im-
portant issue by pointing out that demographic changes
in India’s border areas can have serious implications for
national security. Speaking at a meeting with district
magistrates of border districts in New Delhi, he under-
scored the possibility that such demographic shifts could
be part of a “deliberate design.” As a corrective step, he
urged officials to ensure that all illegal encroachments
within a nearly 30-kilometre radius from the borders are
removed.

His comments are certain to elicit predictable re-
sponses across the political spectrum: those aligned with
Right-of-centre views will support the statement whole-
heartedly, while Left-liberal voices are likely to dismiss it
as alarmist or politically motivated. Yet, as with many
issues that touch both politics and security, the reality
often lies somewhere between the two extremes.

Illegal immigration is a universally recognised chal-
lenge. It is not confined to India’s borders but is an issue
faced by many countries, developed and developing alike.
The United States, for instance, has seen illegal immi-
gration emerge as a central theme in its domestic poli-
tics. In fact, it was one of the pivotal factors behind Donald
Trump’s electoral victories, as he capitalised on public
unease with open borders.

Similarly, European nations have also experienced
political upheaval on account of illegal migration from
Africa and the Middle East. Against this backdrop, Shah’s
call for stronger vigilance and corrective measures in
India cannot be seen as unusual or objectionable. It is, in
fact, a natural response to a problem every sovereign
nation faces.

Overview of Honda Exhibits at
the Japan Mobility Show 2025

Hyderabad:Honda Motor Co., Ltd. today announced
plans to exhibit a wide variety of Honda mobility products,
including motorcycles, automobiles, power products and
aircraft, as well as related technologies and concept mod-
els at the Japan Mobility Show 2025 (Press days: October
29 – 30, Public days: October 31 – November 9,
2025).Honda is planning to share more information about
the exhibit in stages leading up to the start of the show.
Today, Honda unveiled the concept of the Honda booth and
some of the models that will be included in the exhibit, and
introduced the outline of Honda exhibits for the “Main Pro-
grams” to be organized by the Japan Automobile Manufac-
turers Association, Inc. (JAMA).

Images of Honda booth*Note: Vehicles/exhibits shown
in these images differ from the actual exhibits.

Honda Japan Mobility Show 2025 special website:
http://global.honda/en/japan-mobility-show/2025/Honda to
exhibit a wide variety of mobility products and technologies
for land, sea and skies created by “The Power of Dreams.”

Since its founding, Honda has always been driven by

the dreams of Honda associates and creating mobility prod-
ucts using its original technologies and ideas. As a com-
prehensive mobility company, Honda continues to take on
challenges to augment possibilities for people and society
through its mobility products and services.At the Japan
Mobility Show 2025, Honda will exhibit a wide variety of its
mobility products for land — mostly automobiles and mo-
torcycles — as well as mobility products for the sea and
skies, which represent Honda dreams realized with its lat-
est technologies.

The exhibit will include Honda 0 Series EV models,
scheduled for global market introduction in 2026, as well as
motorcycle and automobile models which are already on
the market. In addition, Honda will bring back the full-size
interior mockup of the HondaJet Elite II light business jet,
which was exhibited at the Japan Mobility Show 2023, wel-
coming visitors to step into the mockup to experience the
spacious interior of HondaJet.The Honda booth is designed
to enable the visitors to experience dream-inspiring mobil-
ity products Honda created with its original technologies and
ideas while being driven by its own dreams. The complete
list of items to be included in the Honda exhibit will be shared
toward the end of September, via news release and the
Honda Japan Mobility Show 2025 special website.

23rd Death Anniversary Of MLA Kova Laxmi's
father Bheemrao Celebrated With Great Pomp“

“"Indian Chronicle" kumrambheem, Asifabad.District
Reporter Jade Srinivas.August, 29.““The 23rd death anni-
versary of Kotnaka Bheemrao, father of former minister and
Asifabad MLA Kova Lakshmi, was celebrated in a grand
manner at the BRS party office premises in Wankidi mandal
center.On this occasion, floral garlands were placed at his

portrait and tributes were paid. BRS Mandal President Ajay
Kumar said that Bhimrao, who served as the tribal repre-
sentative and tribal welfare minister in the united Andhra
Pradesh, was an ideal for today's generation of leaders and
that he inspired many as the first tribal minister from a re-
mote area.

Grand Celebration of National
Sports Day at Disneyland High School“

“Damera, August 29 (Indian Chronicle)::““On Friday,
29th August 2025, National Sports Day was celebrated with
great enthusiasm at Disneyland High School, Oglapur,
Damera Mandal, on the occasion of Major Dhyan Chand’s
birth anniversary.““The program began with the floral trib-
ute to the portrait of Major Dhyan Chand by the school’s
chief advisors Mr. Dayyala Mallayya, Mr. Dayyala Sadayya,
and Mr. Balugu Lakshmi Nivasam.““Addressing the stu-
dents in the meeting organized on this occasion, the chief
advisor Mr. Dayyala Sadayya stated that those who en-
gage in sports stay away from diseases. He emphasized
that every student should involve in physical activities daily,

and make walking and running a habit to remain healthy, as
health is the greatest wealth. He motivated students to ex-
cel in the game of their choice and bring glory to the nation,
just as Major Dhyan Chand brought fame to our
country.““School directors Mrs. B. Shobharani, Mr. Dayyala
Rakesh Bhanu, and Mr. Dayyala Dinesh Chander also par-
ticipated in the event.“

“The school management appreciated the efforts of
Physical Education Teachers Mr. B. Raj Kumar, Mr. M.
Tirupathi Reddy, Mr. T. Srinivas, Mrs. B. Sunitha, and Mrs.
Gouthami for making the National Sports Day celebrations
a grand success.

CPM team inspects incomplete
Rajiv Gruhakalpa houses in Yellandu
““Rayala Kishore,

Yellandu Constituency, Au-
gust 29, Indian Chronicle:
“The CPM team inspected
the long-pending Rajiv
Gruhakalpa housing con-
structions near RR Colony
in Yellandu Municipality,
which have remained in-
complete for nearly 20
years. They alleged that al-
though over 72 houses were
started after collecting
?7,000–?8,000 from each
beneficiary, the project was
left unfinished and has now
become a shelter for drunk-
ards and antisocial
activities.“CPM district com-
mittee member Abdul Nabi
and mandal secretary Aleti
Kiran demanded that the
houses be completed and

allotted to the eligible poor
immediately. They also criti-
cized the halt in Indiramma
double-bedroom housing
works due to non-payment
to contractors, leaving many

beneficiaries helpless. The
leaders warned of protests
if the government does not
act quickly.“Participants in
the inspection included CPM

leaders T. Krishna, Mannem
Mohan Rao, Madarapu
Venkateshwarlu, Vajja
Suresh, Pawan Pasi, along
with local residents.

There Is No Diesel
For The Ambulance!
Indian Chronicle" kumrambheem, Asifabad.District

Reporter Jade Srinivas.August, 29.““ MLA furious over the
plight of government hospitals The diesel- fueled ambulance
at the Asifabad District Hospital in Komurambheem has
caused a stir.BRS MLA Kova Lakshmi expressed her an-
ger at the hospital staff for not providing immediate medical
treatment to a tribal woman who attempted suicide. The
MLA replied that there was no diesel for the ambulance, so
she was taken to Mancherial by paying for the diesel.

People Should Cooperate With
The Police: CI Santhosh Kumar“

“"Indian Chronicle" kumrambheem, Asifabad.District
Reporter Jade Srinivas.August, 29.““Kumrambheem: A po-
lice community contact program was organized in
Lakshmipur village of Sirpur Tea Mandal under the leader-
ship of District SP Kantilal Patil.On this occasion,36 vehicles
without proper documents were fined.10 liters of Gudumba
and 500 liters of jaggery were destroyed. Awareness was
created on cyber crimes,marijuana trade, and women's
safety. CI Santosh Kumar requested the public to cooper-
ate with the police.

Speaker reviews
arrangements for special

Assembly, Council sessions
Hyderabad, Aug.29 : Assembly Speaker Gaddam

Prasad Kumar has instructed officials to implement neces-
sary steps to facilitate the smooth conduct of the special
Assembly and Council sessions without any issues. The
Speaker on Friday convened a review meeting with senior
officials at his Assembly chamber to assess the prepara-
tions for the upcoming special legislative sessions of the
Assembly and Council, set to commence on Saturday.

Speaker Prasad Kumar, along with Legislative Coun-
cil Chairman Gutha Sukhender Reddy, Deputy Chairman
Banda Prakash Mudiraj and Legislative Secretary Dr. V.
Narasimha Charyulu, Chief Secretary Ramakrishna Rao,
GAD Secretary Raghanandan Rao, Additional Secretary
(Finance) Raya Ravi, Director (Protocol) Sivalingaiah, Spe-
cial Chief Secretary  (Home) Ravi Gupta, DGP Dr. Jitender,
ADG, Law and Order Mahesh Bhagwat, Additional CP (Law
& Order)- Vikram Singh Mann, Cyberabad, Rachakonda
Commissioners Sudheer Babu, Avinash Mahanthi, Intelli-
gence IG- Karthikeya, Assembly Chief Marshal- Karnakar,
Council Chief Marshal Sanjeeva Reddy and others were
present.Speaking on the occasion, the Speaker said that
as in the past, the state government and officials should
provide cooperation to these sessions as well and the in-
formation asked by Members should be provided as soon
as possible.

"When the discussions related to the departments are
going on, the officials of the concerned departments should
be available and should cooperate by providing appropriate
information to the Ministers and Members," he said.The
Speaker further stated that steps should be taken on behalf
of the police department to ensure that the sessions of the
Assembly and Council are held smoothly without any
problems.He also mentioned that, in light of the ongoing cel-
ebrations for the Vinayaka Chavithi festival, appropriate pre-
cautions should be implemented. Prasad Kumar pointed
out that some roads have suffered damage due to heavy
rainfall, and he urged traffic officials to work together to fa-
cilitate timely access for Members attending the
sessions."Information should be received in advance to
prevent any protests and agitations during the meeting, so
that the meetings can be held smoothly," Prasad Kumar
added.Council Chairman Gutha Sukhender Reddy stated
that officials from all departments need to collaborate to ef-
fectively carry out the sessions. He emphasized the im-
portance of appointing the necessary nodal and liaison of-
ficers and insisted that any outstanding questions must be
addressed promptly.

BRS seeks Assembly
approval for Kaleshwaram

project presentation
Hyderabad, Aug.29  As the State government prepares

to present the PC Ghose Commission report in the Assem-
bly, legislators from the BRS have urged Speaker Gaddam
Prasad to permit a thorough presentation on the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme during the Assembly
session starting Saturday.

A group of BRS members, including Whip KP
Vivekananda and MLA D Sudheer Reddy, met the Speaker
and submitted a formal request regarding this matter. In
their request, the BRS emphasised its responsibility as the
main opposition party to provide the public with accurate
information on issues crucial to Telangana's welfare. They
contended that false information was being circulated about
Kaleshwaram, which serves as a vital resource for the state
by eliminating drought conditions and enabling irrigation for
numerous acres of land.

The party expressed that they should be afforded a
chance to provide a detailed, step-by-step overview of the
project's construction, technical details, and advantages.
The BRS also indicated that there are efforts by the Central
government and the neighbouring state of Andhra Pradesh
to compromise Telangana's rights to the waters of the
Godavari River under the Godavari-Banakacherla
interlinking project. The BRS delegation remarked, "Con-
sidering the Assembly's previous practice of allowing pre-
sentations, the main opposition should also be granted a
fair opportunity to share their information."

RPF Recovers Stolen
Gold & Electronic Gadgets

Worth Rs. 2,76,000 at
Raichur Railway Station
Hyderabad, Aug.29 :The Railway Protection Force

(RPF) along with Government Railway Police staff appre-
hended one accused and recovered stolen property includ-
ing Gold, Laptop, Tab &amp; 3 mobile phones worth Rs.
2,76,000 at Raichur Railway station on Thursday.

During confidential watch at Raichur Railway station,
Asst. Sub Inspector Railway Protection Force/Detection &
Investigation Wing/Raichur, Guntakal Division along with
GRP staff detained one suspect on arrival of Train No. 09093
Bandra Terminus – Velankanni Special. On checking his
bag, stolen items were found viz Gold Mangalsutra – 04
gms worth Rs.40,000; Dell Laptop – Rs.1,30,000; Three
Mobile Phones – Rs.47,000 and Apple Tab – Rs.59,000.
During enquiry, the accused confessed to thefts commit-
ted in different trains and is being produced before Hon’ble
JMFC-III (Judicial Magistrate First Class), Raichur for re-
mand. Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, General Manager, South
Central Railway (SCR) commended the RPF & GRP per-
sonnel for their alertness and timely action which resulted
in apprehending a regular ToPB (Theft of Personal Belong-
ings) offender. He stated that the Railway Protection Force
is committed to passenger welfare and security.

Cong govt cheated
Telangana people on poll

promises: BJLP leader
Hyderabad, Aug.29  BJLP leader A. Maheshwar Reddy

today alleged that the Revanth Reddy-led Congress gov-
ernment has been cheating the people of Telangana by
backtracking on promises made by it during last assembly
elections and has been misleading the citizens with 'diver-
sionary dramas'.

Addressing newsmen after the BJP legislative coun-
cil and assembly members meeting at the state BJP office
here today, Maheshwar Reddy said, “We have discussed
several issues concerning the people of Telangana. Revanth
Reddy has ignored his own commitment made in the As-
sembly that he would implement 420 promises and six guar-
antees. Instead of fulfilling them, the government is distract-
ing people by raising issues like BC reservations in local
body polls and corruption allegations on Kaleshwaram
project without taking any legal action.”

The BJLP leader questioned as to why the Chief Min-
ister, despite claiming to have full reports on corruption in
Kaleshwaram project, has not initiated a CBI probe or reg-
istered cases even after nearly two years in power. “Not a
single rupee has been recovered, and none of the corrupt
have been booked, despite tall promises of action within
100 days,” he pointed out.BJP legislators Payal Shankar,
Dhanpal Suryanarayana, Venkataramana Reddy, BJP Leg-
islative Council Party Leader AVN Reddy, MLC Anji Reddy,
Malka Komuraiah and others were present.

FIRE DEPT CLARIFICATION
ON RESCUE EFFORTS:

Hyderabad, Aug.29 (NSS):With severe floods affect-
ing six Telangana districts - Kamareddy, Medak,
Nizamabad, Nirmal, Rajanna Siricilla, and Siddipet — over
the last 48 hours, the Telangana Fire and Disaster Response
Department said that the backwaters from projects and
breaches in tanks had inundated low-lying areas, agricul-
tural lands and residential colonies, leaving the bridges and
roads cut off. Maximum available manpower and equipment
has been deployed as part of rescue efforts, it noted.

Issuing a clarification on its extensive rescue efforts,
the authorities stated that a total of 1,646 people who in-
cluded farmers, shepherds, children, elderly persons and
pregnant women, and livestock were rescued in 31 opera-
tions across the affected districts. Despite challenging con-
ditions, firemen continued rescue operations at Kamareddy’s
GR Colony and nearby areas until late Wednesday night.
Two fire personnel in a Light rescue vehicle were washed
away in Kamareddy town, but survived due to their training.
Some rescue equipment, including life buoys, jackets and
IRBs were damaged during operations. The Director Gen-
eral of Fire Services personally inspected the flood-hit ar-
eas in Kamareddy, and confirmed all rescue operations were
completed by Thursday noon.Further, the department has
clarified about an incident where one resident of a flooded
apartment refused evacuation late Wednesday night, de-
spite repeated efforts by fire crews. “l
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The Flood Water Problem Must Be Solved
Permanently. District Collector Venkatesh Doutre

Collector's visit to Flood- Hit Ntr Colony“

“"Indian Chronicle" kumrambheem, Asifabad.District
Reporter Jade Srinivas.August, 29.““Rebbena As flood water
enters the houses every time it rains in NTR Colony in the
mandal center, District In- charge Minister Jupally Krishna
Rao recently visited NTR Colony and took a petition from
the colony residents.District In- charge Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao conducted a review in this regard and instructed
the Collector to visit the flood- affected areas, so on Thurs-
day, District Collector Venkatesh Dautre visited the flood-
affected areas in NTR Colony. The flood water coming from
the catchment area and the Vattivagu project canal, where
flood water comes, was dredged and the flood water com-
ing from the colony residents was permanently resolved
by the colony residents and the Congress party leaders.

On this occasion, the District Collector instructed the Irri-
gation Department officials present there to resolve the flood
problem immediately. He told the officials that the neces-
sary funds are being sanctioned immediately. The program
was attended by Rebbena Mandal Tahsildar Suryaprakash,
Rebbena CI Sanjay, SP Chandrasekhar, Ara Lu Soumya,
Udayakiran, District Gowda Sangam President Modem
Sudarshan Goud, Congress Party leaders Chiranjeevi
Goud, former Deputy Sarpanch Maddi Srinivas Goud,
Avidapu Gopi, Gogarla Rajesh Godisela Bhargav, Durgam
Rajesh, Beddu Ramesh, Kotrangi Ganavati, Nikode Ravi,
Rama Rao, Maddela Varakrishna, Gram Panchayat Sec-
retary Ravinder, Kalani Kadda, leaders and officials.“[20:06,
29/8/2025] +91 99485 55073: End..

21-yr-old held in Pimpri Chinchwad
after his video with gun goes viral

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Pimpri Chinchwad police arrest, Om alias Nanya

Vinayak Gaikwad arrest, Sangvi youngster viral gun
video,Police have booked both Gaikwad and Waghmare
under sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
the Indian Arms Act. Pimpri Chinchwad police arrested a
21-year-old man after a video of him holding a gun in his
hands went viral on social media.

Police identified the youngster as Om alias Nanya
Vinayak Gaikwad, a resident of Sangam Nagar in Old
Sangvi. Police recovered a country-made pistol along with
a live cartridge from his possession.Police constable Akash
Khandagale lodged a first information report (FIR) against
Gaikwad at Sangvi police station on Thursday.Police said
a probe was launched into a video of a youngster holding a

gun, which had been widely circulated on social media. A
probe confirmed the youngster seen in the video was Om
Gaikwad.The police nabbed Gaikwad for investigation. Po-
lice said Gaikwad admitted it was his video and the pistol
belonged to his friend Ashish Waghmare of Navi Sangvi.
Fearing police action, Waghmare allegedly gave the pistol
and a cartridge to Gaikwad, who in turn hid the firearm near
an electricity distribution panel in Aundh Hospital area. A
police team recovered the pistol and cartridge from the spot,
a press release issued on Friday stated.Police booked both
Gaikwad and Waghmare under sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the Indian Arms Act. Police sub-
inspector Sandip Khalate, the investigation officer, said,
“Gaikwad has been arrested. Search is on for Waghmare.
Further investigation is on to know from where and why the
illegal pistol was procured.”

After 57 days in ICU, 11-year-old boy recovers
from tetanus after tireless efforts by Pune’s
 state-run Sassoon General Hospital doctors

At Pune’s Sassoon General Hospital (SGH), the
state’s largest government hospital, an 11-year-old boy from
Parbhani who was in a critical stage after contracting teta-
nus, once a major cause of death, from a minor wound,
was successfully treated for complications and, despite the
odds, was weaned off the ventilator after two months and
discharged recently.

“My son is much better and I am grateful to the doc-
tors at SGH,” said Rani (name changed), who earns a mini-
mum of Rs 200 daily by selling handcrafted baskets at bus
stations. Hailing from Parbhani, Rani is a widow and stays
with her husband’s family. “My child was hurt while playing
on the road, and we took him to the hospital. But he did not
improve, and we brought him to Pune for advanced care,”
she said.According to doctors at SGH, the boy had not re-
ceived routine immunization, developed frequent spasms,
and had difficulty breathing. He required mechanical venti-
lation for 57 days in the paediatric intensive care unit.“His
course was complicated by pneumonia, nutritional deficien-
cies from prolonged illness, and constant spasms that de-
manded daily adjustment of medications,” Professor Dr Aarti
Kinikar, Head, Department of Pediatrics, B J Government
Medical College and SGH, told Dr Uday Rajput, PICU In-
Charge, pointed out that there is a misconception that teta-
nus happens only with big injuries.

“In fact, even a small wound can cause it. The first
step is always to wash the wound thoroughly with soap and
clean water, remove dust or soil, and never use tight ban-
dages or home remedies. Depending on the child’s immu-
nization status, a booster or immunoglobulin may be re-
quired as per Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) guide-
lines,” he said.Nurses provided round-the-clock care for the
boy, and after two months, he was weaned off the ventila-
tor. After 15 days of supportive care, he was discharged
from the hospital. Rani stayed in the hospital for the entire
duration, and the Pediatric Department and the Medical
Social Work team supported her with food, accommoda-

tion, and essential needs, ensuring she could focus entirely
on her child’s recovery.

“The successful outcome was the result of coordinated
efforts,” Dr Eknath Pawar, Dean, B J Government Medical
College SGH, said.He explained that tetanus is a completely
preventable disease. “Timely vaccination saves lives. This
case is a reminder to every parent that immunization is not
optional; it is lifesaving.”In 2019, India had the highest num-
ber of incident tetanus cases at 16,579, followed by nations
like Pakistan, Indonesia, and Nigeria. A global trend analy-
sis from 1990 to 2019 shows that tetanus burden has sig-
nificantly decreased overall — though incidence remains
higher in low-SDI regions, especially among
newborns.According to World Health Organisation (WHO)
data in 2021, India reported 1,240 tetanus cases, which in-
cluded 81 neonatal and 1,159 non-neonatal cases.According
to Dr Kinikar, neonatal tetanus still occurs in some areas
because mothers miss their vaccines or deliveries happen
in unhygienic conditions. “Vaccinating mothers, ensuring
clean deliveries, and giving children timely booster doses
are critical. If the mother has not been vaccinated, neonatal
tetanus immunoglobulin can be given, but prevention is al-
ways better than cure,” Dr Kinikar said.

Cataract, dialysis, gall bladder
surgery: What Delhi’s Ayushman

Bharat patients are getting treated for
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Gall bladder surgery, coronary angioplasty, cataract

surgery, dialysis, and cancer treatment: these are among
the top procedures performed at private hospitals providing
services under the Ayushman Bharat scheme in Delhi.In
the last six months since the Centre’s flagship scheme was
launched in the city, a total of 137 hospitals — 36 govern-
ment and 101 private hospitals — have been onboarded.
This includes 29 private eye care centres.The scheme prom-
ises health coverage of up to Rs 10 lakh per family per
year. It was the BJP’s biggest poll promise in the run-up to
the Delhi Assembly polls.Several hospitals The Indian Ex-
press spoke to said that so far, those availing the scheme
are mostly from outside Delhi.At Abdul Hakim Centenary
Hospital, there has been a threefold increase in the number
of patients availing services under the scheme.

According to Medical Superintendent Dr Sandeep
Kumar, the hospital has been providing services under
Ayushman Bharat to patients from outside Delhi — mainly
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Jammu and Kashmir. “Now
we have started getting patients from Delhi as well; they
mainly include patients above 70 years of age,” he said.He
said in the last three months, the top five procedures at the
hospital include: laparoscopic cholecystectomy (gall blad-
der surgery); cataract; orthopaedic procedures, including
fractures; tympanoplasty; and non-surgical procedures
where admission is required such as cases of chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease, pneumonia, chronic kidney
disease and congestive heart failure.Sources from the
hospital’s Ayushman Bharat implementing authority said that
50% of patients visit for dialysis under a daycare package,
a facility introduced a year ago. “More than 4,000 patients
have been treated under Ayushman Bharat. Since April,
we have been seeing local patients as well,” said an official.

At the National Heart Institute, CEO and Chief Car-
diac Surgeon Dr O P Yadava said the hospital has been
offering coronary angioplasty, balloon valvuloplasty, bypass
surgery, and valve replacement surgery under the scheme.
He, too, noted that most patients are from outside Delhi.
“Very few are from Delhi; the majority come from other
states,” he said.At Sanjeevani Hospital, patients are access-
ing services under the scheme for procedures not avail-
able at many government hospitals, said Dr Prem
Aggarwal, founder of the hospital and senior cardiologist
and interventionist.“We are treating patients with conditions
like stroke, heart attacks, cancer — including chemotherapy
— and providing neonatal care,” he added.Sources at
Dharamshila Narayana Super Speciality Hospital said the
facility is offering services under the Ayushman Bharat in
cardiology, urology, and cancer treatment. “Currently, we
are only providing inpatient (IPD) care,” a source said. The

hospital spokesperson was unavailable for comment.At
Sharp Sight Eye Hospital, CEO Deepshikha Sharma said
the most common procedures performed at its Delhi facili-
ties under the scheme include cataract surgeries with in-
traocular lens implants; retinal procedures for diabetic ret-
inopathy and other degenerative diseases; glaucoma treat-
ment through surgery and laser therapy; and oculoplastic
surgery for eyelid and orbital disorders.At Dr Shroff’s Eye
Hospital, the most commonly performed surgeries are for
cataract, glaucoma, and retinal conditions. “Cataract is the
top procedure being conducted across all our centres un-
der Ayushman Bharat,” said Manish Lal, deputy manager
at the centre’s branch in Daryaganj.The status quo on pri-
vate hospital empanelment remains unchanged, with larger
hospitals demanding higher tariffs and assurances of timely
payments.Hospitals have said high-cost surgeries and com-
plex interventions are financially unsustainable under cur-
rent packages. “The package includes pre- and post-
hospitalisation expenses, consultation, diagnostics, and
medicines — making the net reimbursement unfeasible…,”
stated a letter submitted to the State Health Agency by the
Association of Health Care Providers (India) (AHPI) last
week.According to the AHPI’s Delhi State Chapter and the
DMA Nursing Home Forum, there are delays and pending
dues even in other states. “Reimbursements are delayed
for months, with many hospitals reporting dues pending for
over 12 months. For example, in Haryana, over Rs 500
crore is pending across 650 hospitals, leading to widespread
threats of withdrawal,” the letter said.The letter added that
such delays disrupt cash flow and day-to-day operations,
especially in small and mid-sized hospitals. It further stated
that claims are often rejected or only partially paid due to
clerical errors (mismatched dates or minor documentation
issues).It also said deductions are made even after pre-
authorisation is granted, undermining trust and discourag-
ing hospital participation. Additionally, there is no effective
appeals mechanism for hospitals to contest these deduc-
tions, it added.

Delay by cyber fraudsters in withdrawing
Rs 1.26 crore help police recover most of it

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
cyber fraudPolice said between August 18 and 26, the

72-year-old woman, who lives in Mumbai’s western sub-
urbs, was contacted by a fraudster.If cyber fraudsters man-
age to transfer money from your account, the first hour,
also called the ‘golden hour’, is critical. If the authorities are
alerted within this hour, they can prevent the fraudsters from
withdrawing your money or further transferring it through
multiple accounts.However, in a recent case, nearly a week
after cyber fraudsters took Rs 1.26 crore from the account
of a 72-year-old woman, the money was still lying in their
account, enabling the police to recover Rs 1.23 crore and
arrest two persons from Jalgaon.

Police said between August 18 and 26, the 72-year-
old woman, who lives in Mumbai’s western suburbs, was
contacted by a fraudster. The accused made a call from a
WhatsApp number and claimed to be ‘DCP Sanjay
Arora’.Along with ‘Arora’, there were some other people
“who claimed to be High Court judges, an officer from
Mumbai police and CBI officers”. They told the senior citi-
zen that her account had been used for illegal transactions.
They also sent across “arrest warrants in her name”.

They told the woman to transfer money from her bank
to various accounts of “law enforcement agencies to con-
firm whether the money was legitimate”. Over a week, the
senior citizen transferred Rs 1.26 crore following which the
accused stopped messaging.When the woman realised she
had been duped, she approached the cyber police station.
Senior inspector (west region, cyber) Suvarna Shinde said

as soon as they received the complaint, they checked the
accounts where the money was transferred. “Usually, the
money is withdrawn soon after the fraud. In this case, we
found that the money was still lying in the bank account of a
Jalgaon-based person and had not been transferred,” Shinde
said.The police then sent a team to Jalgaon on Thursday,
where they arrested Rohit Sonar (33), whose account was
used to transfer the money, and Hitesh Patil (31), another
Jalgaon resident, who provided Sonar’s account to a
fraudster in Thailand.Police said the main accused, a
Jalgaon resident who had moved to Thailand, knew the two
other accused. “As the duo was known to the main accused,
they were not asked to immediately transfer the money,
which is done in case of account holders whose accounts
are used in exchange for commission. This delay helped
us recover the money,” Shinde said.

Telangana High Court halts construction of
high-rise project citing major regulatory lapses

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The Telangana High Court Tuesday issued an interim

order halting further construction on the ‘Namitha 360 Life
Project’, a high-rise residential complex in Hyderabad, cit-
ing concerns over alleged violations of sanctioned building
plans. The much-publicised 25-floor high-rise project by
Shreemukh Namitha Homes is touted as India’s first verti-
cal forest apartments.

The order was passed by Justice B Vijaysen Reddy
in response to a writ petition filed by Vijay Kumar Yerram
against M/S Shreemukh Namitha Homes Pvt Ltd, the de-
veloper of the project. The petition also names several gov-
ernment bodies as respondents, including the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC), the state of
Telangana, and the Telangana Fire Disaster Response
Emergency and Civil Defence Department.On May 30,
2019, original permission was granted for two cellars, three
stilts, 25 upper floors, and amenities split between the 1st
and 2nd floors. In 2024, M/S Shreemukh Namitha Homes
Pvt Ltd applied for a fresh construction proposal for two
cellars, four stilts, and 28 upper floors. On May 11, 2024,
the GHMC issued a shortfall intimation letter, pointing out
18 violations, including a lack of Fire Department NOC, Air-
port Authority clearance, and deviations from the approved
plan. The GHMC, specifically, directed the builder not to
commence any type of construction till the shortfalls are
complied with.The petitioner, through his counsel K Pratik
Reddy, brought to the court’s attention an order dated June
11, 2025, issued by the GHMC. This order revalidated the
construction permission for the project for another two years.
However, the petitioner argued that this revalidation was
illegal and arbitrary, as it was granted despite a prior “short-
fall intimation letter” from the GHMC dated May 11, 2025.

This letter had noted several objections and explicitly stated
that no construction should commence until the developer
complied with the stipulated requirements within 15 days.The
court noted that the impugned revalidation letter made no
reference to the prior shortfall letter or to any rectification
measures taken by the developer. In light of these submis-
sions, the court granted an interim direction, instructing M/
S Shreemukh Namitha Homes Pvt Ltd to immediately cease
all further construction on the project until the next
hearing.Justice K Vijaysen Reddy questioned GHMC’s
move to extend permissions for two more years in June
2025 without addressing the earlier stop-work order issued
in May 2025. The court observed that allowing such lapses
would lead to unauthorized construction and pose serious
risks to public safety.Rahul V Pisharody is an Assistant
Editor with the Indian Express Online and has been report-
ing from Telangana on various issues since 2019. Besides
a focused approach to big news developments, Rahul has
a keen interest in stories about Hyderabad and its inhabit-
ants and looks out for interesting features on the city's heri-
tage, environment, history culture etc.

Farmers oppose land survey for
Narayanpet-Kodangal lift project
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Narayanpet: Tension prevailed in Damaragidda after

farmers and land owners opposed land survey for
Narayanpet-Kodangal Lift Irrigation project here on
Friday.Raising slogans against the government and wor-
ried over losing lands, farmers obstructed the officials from
conducting the survey. In the melee, a woman lost con-
sciousness and was shifted to a nearby hospital.In a video
that is circulating on social media, a farmer is seen plead-
ing the revenue officials not to acquire their lands for
Kanukurthy reservoir. He even fell at the official’s feet and
pleaded not to conduct survey and take over his lands.

The farmers charged that officials had arrived in their
lands at around 3 a.m. without any intimation. Police per-
sonnel also accompanied the officials as a precautionary

measure.After arguing with the officials, the farmers squat-
ted on the roads and fields raised slogans against the Con-
gress government. The farmers said they were eking out
their livelihood through cultivation and after government
acquires lands, they would lose their livelihood.To make
matters worse, the farmers complained that the govern-
ment was not offering fair compensation to them. They de-
manded the government to offer a minimum of Rs.30 lakh
per acre.Later, the police took Narayanpet- Kodangal
Oustees Association president Venkat Ramireddy and a
few other leaders into custody. Protesting their arrest, the
farmers and villagers staged protest at Utkoor mandal and
submitted a representation to Revenue Divisional Officer
Ramchander Naik.They demanded that illegal arrests
should not take place and wanted the leaders, who were
taken into custody, to be released immediately.
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Mumbai to get Singapore-styled bird park
at Nahur, BMC floats Rs 166 crore tender

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) Fri-

day floated an ambitious Rs 166 crore tender to construct
an exotic bird park or aviary at Nahur in the eastern sub-
urbs. This aviary will house exotic as well as indigenous
birds.According to the civic authorities, the aviary is being
planned on the lines of Singapore’s Jurong Bird Park, which
is a massive crowd puller and houses 400 species of birds.

At present, there is an aviary inside the Byculla Zoo
(Rani Baug) in Mumbai. Civic officials said that after the
proposed facility becomes operational at Nahur, some of
the birds from Rani Baug will be transferred to the second
centre, while new birds will also be procured for the
facility.The proposed centre will be an extended recreational
space for residents of Mumbai, as it will comprise a lush
green public garden along with a swimming pool, basket-
ball court, and tennis court.The proposal of constructing an
aviary was mooted last year. Following this, two different
proposals were sent to the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) for
acquiring birds as well as for the approval of the layout of
this park.“This park will be dedicated specifically for birds
and is going to be a massive crowd puller once it becomes
operational. The plan seeks to develop zones of different
continents where the birds of that particular zone will be

kept. These zones will emulate the habitat and the cultural
aspects of the different regions, which will also educate the
visitors,” said an official.

The aviary will be sprawled over an area of 17,150
square metres or 6.5 acres, and the BMC has set up a 24-
month contract period with a target to open this facility by
early 2028. The aviary will be divided into multiple sections,
including the Africa Zone, Australia Zone, and the USA Zone,
among others. These zones will specifically house birds
from these regions. Alongside this, the aviary will also have
an interpretation centre for bird watchers and
ornithologists.According to the tender document, the facili-
ties will have 22 different species of birds, and some of the
birds that will be housed in the aviary include – Sun Conure,
Golden Conure, Eclectus Parrot, African Grey Parrot, Os-
trich, Toco Toucan, and Black Swan, among others. Be-
sides housing the birds, the project will also include heavy
infrastructure work, which includes the construction of an
underground parking system that will operate automatically
with the help of rotors. The tender document states that this
facility will be able to accommodate 60 cars at a time.

For accommodating birds like Pelican, Ducks, Crane,
and Ostrich, the authorities will also create dedicated hold-
ing areas that will comprise artificial water bodies and simi-
lar objects replicating the natural habitat of these birds.“We
will maintain a dedicated life support system (LSS) which
will be responsible for the maintenance of a healthy and
stable environment for the birds in the enclosure by ensur-
ing optimal water quality, filtration, temperature regulation,
and nutrient balance,” an official said.Besides this, the facil-
ity will also have a seating area and an amphitheatre, along
with walkways and a restaurant. The interpretation centre
will include artificial rockwork, along with thematic repre-
sentation of multiple cultures. Inside the aviary, the authori-
ties will also construct an artificial waterfall.

‘Not terrorists…they are in Mumbai
for legitimate rights’: Uddhav slams Mahayuti

for backing out on reservation promise
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Amid Maratha activist Manoj Jarange Patil’s hunger

strike in Mumbai demanding reservation for his commu-
nity, Shiv Sena (UBT) chief and former Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray on Friday criticised the ruling
Mahayuti government over the ongoing protest, urging it to
resolve the issue through dialogue.“They are not terrorists.
They have come to Mumbai for their legitimate rights, not
to create chaos. If the Marathi people are not going to pro-
test in Mumbai, where else—Surat or Guwahati? Mumbai
is the capital of the Marathi people,” Thackeray said, speak-
ing at a press conference.

Thackeray said the Maratha community had been
“used and deceived” in the past, and now that the Mahayuti
is in power, their demands should be fulfilled. He specifi-
cally mentioned Jarange Patil, stating that he had been forced
to protest in Mumbai to demand justice.Thackeray criticised
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, who took office in De-
cember 2024, and Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde,
who was the CM for the preceding 2.5 years. Thackeray
said Shinde had taken an oath to provide reservation to the
Maratha community, yet the promise remained unfulfilled.
“Despite repeated assurances and holding power, Jarange
Patil has not received justice. Only back-and-forth politics
is happening. The government must act,” he said.Thackeray
also addressed questions about whether Marathas should
be given OBC reservation. “Such questions should be asked

of those who promised it(Eknath Shinde and Fadnavis). I
may comment, but what will they do? The Marathas have
been deceived so far. It was said that reservation would be
given, taking an oath in the name of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. All responsibility lies with the government. I have
already stated my position to Jarange, but it is up to the
government to act,” he said.Further referring to Shinde’s
pledge at his Dussehra rally, where he promised reserva-
tion for the Maratha community, he said, “Those who had
pledged to provide reservation have now retreated. There
is currently infighting within the alliance. I have no role in
granting this myself. The government must resolve this is-
sue. Marathi people attending protests during Ganeshotsav
are here to demand justice, not to create disturbances.”

‘Everyone knows who’s firing from
Jarange Patil’s shoulder’: Fadnavis says govt

won’t yield to politics behind Maratha stir

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
While the Maharashtra Government is committed to

the socio-economic upliftment of Marathas, it cannot buckle
to political pressure on unreasonable demands that would
lead to doing injustice to the OBCs, Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said Friday.His statement came after activist
Manoj Jarange Patil launched an indefinite hunger strike at
Azad Maidan in Mumbai, reiterating his demand for reser-
vation benefits for the community and vowing to continue
the protest until the demands are met.

Launching a scathing attack at his political opponents,
Fadnavis said, “By now, everyone knows who is firing from
Manoj Jarange Patil’s shoulder. Such political plots will not
work. Nor will they benefit electorally.”Though Fadnavis re-
frained from taking the name of any political party or indi-
vidual, the message appeared to be directed against the
Nationalist Congress Party (SP) led by Sharad Pawar and
Shiv Sena (UBT).

Fadnavis said, “All those who are questioning the
Mahayuti government should tell us what they did during
their tenure. The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government
led by Uddhav Thackeray should show us at least one de-
cision taken for Marathas’ interest during its 2.5-year
tenure.”“The Maratha community received maximum sup-
port and help from our government. For the first time, it was
during my term as chief minister that we revived the
Annabhau Sathe Arthik Mahamandal which helped create
1.5 lakh Maratha entrepreneurs. The mandal, led by
Narendra Patil, played a major role in the empowerment of
Marathas,” he said.“Even Maratha reservation was first
given during my tenure (2014-2019). From the construc-
tion of student hostels to scholarships, training of shudders
for IAS, IPS, UPSC through the SARTHi scheme were all
taken by our government,” he added.While reiterating that
reservation for Marathas under OBC was irrational,

Fadnavis said, “We have to understand that OBCs consti-
tute 350 communities. We cannot dilute their reservation.”
The government has already given a 10 per cent separate
quota for Marathas.

According to Fadnavis, the government has always
cooperated and stood by the community, and remains com-
mitted to its upliftment. “If the agitation is for the upliftment
of the poor within the community socio-economically, we
are willing to consider. But if it is for political purposes, it
cannot be entertained.”He added that the government has
nevertheless given permission to Jarange Patil to hold the
latest protest. “We are not imposing any restrictions. The
guidelines were in accordance with the Bombay High Court’s
directions,” he said, while stating, “The state government
has always viewed the Maratha agitation from a socio-eco-
nomic perspective. For us, the upliftment of the poor within
the community remains an important aspect.”

Maratha reservation won’t affect
OBC quota, all measures to be within

legal framework: Eknath Shinde

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister and Shiv Sena

chief Eknath Shinde Friday clarified that any reservation for
the Maratha community will be implemented strictly within
the legal framework and will not come at the expense of
existing quotas for Other Backward Classes (OBC).“We
cannot snatch the rights of one community to give them to
another. This is neither the stand of the government nor
that of the Marathas,” he said, emphasising the
government’s commitment to equitable development and
social harmony.On Friday morning, Maratha activist Manoj
Jarange Patil began an indefinite hunger strike at Azad
Maidan in Mumbai, reiterating his demand for quota ben-
efits for the community and vowing not to withdraw the agi-
tation until the demands are met.

Shinde highlighted that during his tenure as chief min-
ister, a 10 per cent reservation for the Maratha community
was implemented and it is actively benefitting the commu-
nity. He also pointed to the ongoing work of a committee
led by Justice Sandeep Shinde, which continues to verify
Kunbi records. “Lakhs of Kunbi records have been found,
and the community is being given those benefits as well,”

he said at a press conference in Thane.The deputy chief
minister noted that several government schemes, includ-
ing SARTHi and the Annasaheb Patil Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, are providing additional support, includ-
ing educational and economic benefits. “All the work done
in the past 2.5 years of government is in front of the Maratha
community,” Shinde added.Recalling the grant of reserva-
tion to Marathas under Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
during 2016-17, Shinde said, “Earlier too, reservations were
given to the Maratha community, and it stood in the high
court as well. But later some people went to the Supreme
Court. At that time, the MVA (Maha Vikas Aghadi) govern-
ment could not present the side of the Maratha community
properly, and hence it could not stand in the SC.”“When I
became CM, again I gave 10 per cent reservation. We have
done all that is possible and will continue to do everything
feasible. This is the stand of the government,” he said, urg-
ing communities to maintain social harmony.Responding
to Maratha activist Manoj Jarange Patil’s statement that he
would not leave Mumbai even if the government “shoots
him down,” Shinde said, “It is not the government’s job to
shoot someone. This is the government of the common
people.”Shinde’s statement comes even as the activist has
appeared to target Fadnavis while exhibiting a softer stance
towards the deputy chief minister. Last week, Jarange Patil
had even praised Shinde, saying Fadnavis was not allow-
ing him to work for the Maratha community.Shinde said the
government is considering all suggestions for further ben-
efits, provided they are legally justified. “The government is
positive about everything that fits under the law. No one’s
reservation or rights can be snatched away,” he
said.Stressing the importance of social harmony, Shinde
emphasised on that equitable development remains the
government’s priority, while benefits continue to reach the
Maratha community through existing schemes and the 10
per cent quota.

2 floodgates of Sukhna Lake
opened after water level

crosses danger mark
Officials said one floodgate was opened at around 3.30

am and another at 4 am, each raised up to 1 ft to release
excess water into the Ghaggar River through the Sukhna
Choe. This is the second time this monsoon season that
two floodgates have been opened. The earlier instance was
on August 19. A single floodgate was operated on August
6, 8, 15 and 17.The UT Engineering Department has de-
ployed officials at the lake’s regulator end, with CCTV cam-
eras installed to monitor the water level continuously. A
dedicated control room has also been set up to coordinate
with the district administrations of Chandigarh, Mohali and
Panchkula for timely communication during such operations.

Officials confirmed that neighbouring districts were
alerted in advance before the release of water.In recent
years, the floodgates were operated four times in 2023, six
times in 2022, and five times in 2021. Notably, the opening
of two floodgates in August 2020 led to widespread flooding
in low-lying areas of Zirakpur. Earlier, on September 24,
2018, the floodgates were opened after a gap of nearly a
decade.

After govt flip-flop, HC restores
pension under old scheme for absorbed
staff of Punjab agri marketing board
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Punjab Haryana High CourtThe high court subse-

quently ordered the release of full pensionary benefits within
three months, along with 6 per cent interest for delays, and
directed that past service be counted for Assured Career
Progression (ACP) benefits.The Punjab and Haryana High
Court has quashed government instructions that denied old
pension scheme benefits to employees absorbed in the
Punjab State Agricultural Marketing Board, holding that
statutory rules cannot be overridden by executive orders.

Ordering the release of full pensionary benefits to the
petitioners, the bench of Justice Harpreet Singh Brar ob-
served on August 19, “The 1987 rule does not create any
distinction between an employee who was directly appointed
by the respondent-Board and an employee who was ab-
sorbed after deputation.”The judgment, which was made
available on Friday, came on petitions filed by six engineers
and overseers — Sukhdarshan Singh, Prabhat Kumar
Goyal, Inderjit Singh, Kamaldeep Singh, Jaswinder Singh
and Rupinder Singh — who began their careers in state
public sector undertakings such as the Punjab State
Tubewell Corporation, Sugarfed, Milkfed and co-operative
sugar mills between 1984 and 1990. They joined the Mar-
keting Board on deputation after January 1, 2004, and were
permanently absorbed between 2009 and 2013.

Initially, their pensionary benefits were governed by
the Punjab State Agricultural Marketing Board and Market
Committees Employees’ Pension, Provident Fund and Gra-
tuity Rules, 1987, which applied uniformly to Board employ-
ees. Sukhdarshan, for instance, retired in May 2017 with
his pension fixed under these rules.However, policy shifts
began in 2012 when the state government made the New
Defined Contributory Pension Scheme (NDCPS) compul-
sory for those appointed after January 1, 2004. This was
modified in 2017 to protect employees appointed between

2004 and 2012, but a 2018 circular scrapped the old pen-
sion entirely for post-2004 appointees.

Acting on this, the Board issued an office order on
December 22, 2020, halting pensions of deputed employ-
ees without notice or hearing. A committee later ruled that
the absorbed staff were ineligible for the old scheme be-
cause they joined the Board after 2004.Challenging the
move under Articles 226 and 227 of the Constitution, the
petitioners argued it violated natural justice and Article 300A
(Right to property). They contended that once absorbed,
they were governed by the 1987 Rules, which make no
distinction between direct recruits and deputed staff.Justice
Brar underlined the settled law that “executive instructions
cannot override statutory provisions.” The court cited Su-
preme Court precedents, including B N Nagarajan v State
of Mysore (1966) and Union of India v Somasundaram
Vishwanath (1988), holding that administrative directions
have no force of law when contrary to statutory rules.The
high court subsequently ordered the release of full pension-
ary benefits within three months, along with 6 per cent in-
terest for delays, and directed that past service be counted
for Assured Career Progression (ACP) benefits.

In Punjab’s Sultanpur Lodhi, a flood relief
camp offers aid to humans and animals alike

GNS News Agency,
Aug 29

On a bridge over the
Beas River in Punjab’s
Sultanpur Lodhi is a flood
relief camp that has been
operating for more than two
weeks, with volunteers tend-
ing to both people and their
livestock. The heaps of ani-
mal fodder and water bottles
stand testament to the vol-
unteers’ belief that here, all
victims of floods—whether
human or animal—are
equally important.“Right
now, the crops are underwa-
ter. It is not known when the
water will recede or what the
condition of the land will be,
so the only resource people
are left with is their livestock,”
said Rajinder Singh
Khemkaran, a volunteer as-
sociated with Khadoor Sahib
MP Amritpal Singh.“It is im-
portant that the livestock
survive so people have
some hope to rebuild their
lives after the water recedes.
So, we have been focusing
on livestock fodder and re-
lief material for people,” he
added.Punjab has wit-
nessed severe flooding this
month following heavy rain-
fall. The relief camp near
Baupur Kadim village has
been operational since Au-
gust 12. All the relief mate-
rial has been collected from

the Majha and Malwa re-
gions via Tarn Taran.Initially,
the camp operated from the
slope of the Beas river
bridge, but with the water
levels rising and a part of the
slope submerged, the space
for storing relief material has
shrunk. Rising water levels
have also forced parts of the
camp to be shifted further
back from the
riverbank.Relief work is now
being managed from two lo-
cations, as volunteers con-
tinue to support 32 flood-hit
villages of Sultanpur Lodhi,
among the first to face the
floods when waters rose in
Punjab.“We were first to es-
tablish this camp, as this
area was the first hit due to

the floods. Politics is not on
our mind. We have received
support from all parts of
Punjab,” Rajinder said. Con-
tributions have poured in
from across the state, from
Fatehgarh Sahib to Bathinda
to Mansa, volunteers said.

Every day at 4 pm, vol-
unteers at the camp, named
‘Tuhada Apna Camp’, dis-
tribute rations—fodder for
cattle and supplies for
households. Household sup-
plies generally include flour,
pulses, sugar, salt, and oil,
although the exact distribu-
tion varies daily. Drinking
water bottles are also a part
of the supplies.“We brought
fodder from Barnala. We had
watched videos about the

flood relief, so we collected
funds and arranged fodder
for animals,” said
Sukhwinder Singh, unload-
ing a trolley of supplies.Apart
from the rising water levels,
the camp has faced a diesel
shortage—it is needed for
generators, transport, and
machinery—and lacks its
own boats. Locals staying
near the river have been fer-
rying supplies using their
boats and a large barge.“We
had asked the administration
for boats, but they said that
their boats operate only in 10
ft water. Some of the villag-
ers around here have their
own boats, and they are us-
ing these to take the sup-
plies from us,” said Rajinder.
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‘Bulldozer has run amok’: Siswan ‘hills flattened
and over 500 trees’ axed, BJP slams Punjab Govt

HC expresses concern over shabby condition of
National Company Law Tribunal complex in Chandigarh,

directs UT Administration to find alternative site

‘First-generation lawyers overlooked’:
Allahabad HC flags ‘entitlement

culture’ in state counsel appointments

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Siswan village illegal hill leveling, tree cutting in Siswan

Punjab, Punjab BJP Vineet Joshi statement, illegal defor-
estation in Siswan,Panchayat members of the Siswan vil-
lage along with BJP leader Vineet Joshi at the site where
500 trees were allegedly cut. Hills spread over several acres
in Punjab’s Siswan village, adjoining New Chandigarh, are
being illegally levelled and more than 500 trees have been
cut, panchayat members and BJP leaders alleged on Tues-
day, adding that despite repeated complaints, the forest,
wildlife, panchayat departments and Punjab Police failed to
act.Punjab BJP media head Vineet Joshi, who visited the
site along with Sarpanch Sanjeev Sharma, panchayat mem-

bers, BJP leaders Mohit Gautam, panch Amandeep
Sharma, and lambardar Sher Khan, accused the Govern-
ment of turning a blind eye to the environmental
destruction.“All pleas have fallen on deaf ears. The bulldozer
has run amok while officials remain mute spectators,” Joshi
said.

Joshi highlighted that the land in question, falling un-
der Khasra number 453, is notified under section 4 of the
Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA) 1900. Under this Act,
no farming, excavation, mining, tree cutting, or even cattle
grazing is permitted. “If the law clearly prohibits any activ-
ity, then how have these hills been flattened and hundreds
of trees destroyed?” he asked.Joshi further said that the
forest and wildlife protection department had already de-
clared this region as the Siswan Community Reserve For-
est. “This means no activity can be allowed that harms flora,
fauna, or the ecology. Yet everything prohibited has been
carried out openly,” he added.Joshi demanded immediate
registration of FIRs under the PLPA, the Wildlife Protection
Act, the Forest Act, and criminal provisions for illegal tres-
pass and encroachment on panchayat land. “Those who
have cut the hills and felled over 500 trees must face strict
action. If authorities fail to act, the BJP will raise this issue
at higher forums,” he said.Villagers echoed Joshi’s concern,
alleging that despite repeated representations, the admin-
istration has “remained silent spectator”, allowing large-scale
environmental damage in Siswan.

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The Punjab and Haryana High Court on Tuesday ex-

pressed serious concern over the dilapidated condition of
the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) building in Sec-
tor 27B, Chandigarh, after its roof caved in and seepage led
to short-circuits, forcing indefinite closure of court
proceedings.Hearing a public interest litigation, a Division
Bench of Chief Justice Sheel Nagu and Justice Sanjiv Berry
took note of a notice issued on August 19 by the NCLT
Registrar stating that proceedings had been suspended due
to severe water leakage and structural damage in the pre-
mises.

Chief Justice Nagu ordered the Chandigarh Union
Territory Administration to identify an alternative premises
where the NCLT Chandigarh Bench could function during
the repair period after the Central Public Works Department
(CPWD) has sought exclusive possession of the premises
for at least 30 days to complete waterproofing and electri-
cal safety work, warning of possible extension depending
on monsoon conditions.Lawyers appearing in the matter
informed the Bench that not just litigants but even judicial
and technical members of the tribunal faced safety risks,
with reports of electrical sparks inside the courtrooms.

Counsel for the petitioners stressed that repeated as-
surances about repairs had proved misleading. “Every sub-
mission and statement given earlier was wrong,” he told
the Bench, pointing out that the roofs of the ground-floor
rooms housing the court and members’ chambers had col-
lapsed in recent days.He argued that the situation had

reached a stage of “grave urgency,” since the entire work-
ing of the tribunal had come to a halt, affecting hundreds of
corporate and insolvency cases pending before it. The plea
sought either immediate shifting of the Bench to an alterna-
tive location or urgent structural intervention to restore mini-
mal functioning.Additional Solicitor General Satya Pal Jain,
appearing for the Central Government, acknowledged that
the building had become unsafe. He explained that the roof
was left exposed during waterproofing work, leading to seep-
age. A new contractor has now been engaged, but the Cen-
tral Public Works Department (CPWD) has sought exclu-
sive possession of the premises for at least 30 days to carry
out urgent repairs.The petitioners also placed on record a
CPWD letter requesting suspension of proceedings for 30
to 45 days.Directing immediate remedial action, Chief Jus-
tice Nagu observed that court work could not come to a
standstill for such a prolonged period. The matter will be
heard on Monday.

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Criticising the prevailing entitlement culture in the ap-

pointment of counsel for state corporations, wherein oppor-
tunities are extended predominantly to scions of influential
families, the Allahabad High Court observed that a consid-
erable number of first-generation lawyers seldom receive
an opportunity to represent such corporations.The court
made the observation while hearing a petition filed by one
Jubeda Begum and others against the Uttar Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporation (UPSRTC).

The order stated that the writ petition arose due to prima
facie disobedience of the court’s directions. Upon inquiry,
the respondent Corporation found that the situation resulted
from professional negligence or incompetence on the part
of the counsel representing it before the Labour Court. The
Corporation has since initiated appropriate action in this
regard.The court observed, “Appointment of meritorious
counsel by a fair and transparent procedure is central to
good governance of a government corporation and is con-
sistent with the mandate of constitutional law. Hitherto, an
entitlement culture has taken root in appointments of coun-
sel for State corporations, where only scions of influential
families are given opportunities to represent (them). This
observation does not take away the competence of any
counsel appointed by the Corporation, but highlights the
decay in the system where these offices are appropriated
by those who can peddle influence in the corridors of
power.”“The matter is not res integra. The Supreme Court,
in Kumari Shrilekha Vidyarthi vs State of UP… enjoined the
State to adopt a transparent and fair procedure while ap-
pointing State counsel. The said mandate applies in equal
measure to various government corporations, including the
UPSRTC.”

The court said that several first-generation lawyers are
very competent, possess unimpeachable integrity, and are
industrious by disposition. “Counsel of the aforesaid class
rarely get a look in when appointments of State counsel or
counsel for the Corporations are made, as they are not able
to curry any influence with the powers that be. Modes of
appointment of counsel which accord weight to accidents
of inheritance and neglect achievements of merit cannot be
countenanced in State Corporations.”It further added that,
“This culture of appointments has also degraded the pro-
fessional representation of the Corporations. In many cases,
this Court has found that the counsel for the Corporations
who are appointed through the spoils system receive no-
tices and do not appear in court. They simply sub-delegate
the files entrusted to them.”

The court also observed that in the currently existing
system, young first-generation counsel “who are not well-
connected politically or do not belong to influential families”
are overlooked in appointment as counsel for the State or
State-run Corporations despite their competence and
scholarship.“The failure of the State instrumentalities to dis-
cern merit in such a class of counsel can be disheartening
to young first-generation lawyers… Such an environment

prevents members of the Bar from developing and contrib-
uting to the rule of law. The unjust nature of the system has
serious adverse consequences on governance by law. The
justice delivery system becomes weak and unable to
serve… common citizens due to systemic deficiencies.’The
court added that, “The responsibility of all State authorities
is to uphold the rule of law and fairness. Selection of coun-
sel can only be made by independent and dispassionate
observance of court proceedings by officials of the Corpo-
ration who are regularly present incognito in court. The pro-
cedure thereafter demands a rigorous system of checks
and balances on the professional competence and integrity
of counsel. This may also require a formal interface with
the authorities concerned. However, selection methods are
a matter of details which the authorities can evolve based
on institutional experience as well.”

UPSRTC Managing Director Masoom Ali Sarvar, who
was present in court, assured that all endeavours shall be
made by the Corporation to ensure that the best talent from
the Bar is looked at while making such appointments.The
court stated that a system which adopts transparent pro-
cedures, promotes merit, and gives a fair look at young
first-generation lawyers while appointing counsel to repre-
sent UPSRTC in court has to be devised by the
Corporation.For this purpose, a meeting of the UPSRTC
Board shall be held before the next date of listing — Sep-
tember 9 — and the scheme shall be finalised to be pre-
sented before the court.On a prayer filed by the petitioners’
counsel, the court granted time to file an amendment
application.The court also directed the UPSRTC Managing
Director to file an affidavit on the next date of listing. The
counter affidavit shall also be filed before the next date of
listing, it added.

Making the observation, the
court said only scions of influ-
ential families are given oppor-
tunities to represent state cor-
porations, and highlights the de-
cay in the system

How 2 students built a defence-tech
startup out of a hostel room

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Starting with little more than ideas, personal experi-

ence, and a 3D printer in a small hostel room, two students
from BITS Pilani, Hyderabad, ventured on a journey that
few in their 20s would imagine: building drones for India’s
defence sector.Jayant Khatri, 20, a mechanical engineer-
ing student from Ajmer, and Sourya Choudhury, 21, an elec-
trical engineering student from Kolkata, are the co-founders
of Apollyon Dynamics, a defence-tech startup that has al-
ready secured its first clients.The duo’s product lineup —
including trainer drones, multi-role drones, tactical drones
with waypoint navigation, and their flagship kamikaze drones
— all took shape within the confines of their campus dorm.
Their kamikaze drone is particularly impressive, hitting
speeds over 300 km/h, is radar-proof, and capable of deliv-
ering a 1 kg payload.The build-upFor Khatri and Choudhury,
the decision to enter defence technology wasn’t a sudden
pivot, it was a culmination of years of passion and planning.
“The two-month part is what’s recent,” says Khatri, refer-
ring to the launch of their company. “We had been making
drones for a long time before that. I have been making ro-
bots since Grade 5.”Since the start of their college careers,
the duo knew they wanted to build a business together.This
shared ambition led them to establish ‘Team Vidrohi,’ a de-
fence-tech society on the college campus last year that not
only attracted other youngsters but also trained them.
Through this group, they honed their skills by participating
in international drone races and building a range of projects,
from racing drones and robots to prosthetic limbs and
hovercrafts. They even created their racing drone league,
Apollyon, to test their creations in a competitive
environment.But it wasn’t until March of this year that they
decided to focus on defence technology. “We knew drones
were all the rage, and we saw how effective they were in
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Since we were already so in-
terested in drones, it was the perfect area for us to specialise
in,” says Choudhury.

Their early efforts started on their campus. With a 3D
printer and access to the college workshop, the duo spent

days cutting frames, which they would then bring back to
their hostel room to finish. “We’d put on N95 respirators
and use a Dremel to smooth them out,” Choudhury explains.
“It was a lot of work at first, but once we got the hang of it,
things started to come together.”

Their initial funding was pieced together from different
sources. Khatri invested Rs 2 lakh he had won from a grant
in his first year, and their professor, Sanket Goel, provided
some additional financial support and, crucially, access to
his lab. This move to the lab marked a significant turning
point, allowing them to streamline their production
process.The students’ limited budget at the start was also
a key factor in their choice of technology. “We chose drones
because they’re comparatively cheaper than other tech,”
Choudhury notes.“Sitting in a hostel room and soldering iron
in hand, tinkering with the circuits, and getting the 3D printer
to work. This was a whole different experience. We got to
learn it from scratch,” says Choudhury, adding, “Had we
got all the resources and a lot of funding straight away, we
would not have a fair idea of what all could go wrong.”Their
persistent cold emails paid off when the Indian Army in-
vited them to Chandigarh to demonstrate their drones in
March. “They were really happy after the demonstration,”
Khatri said, “and asked us to stay longer so more units could
see our work. We even tested our drones with live detona-
tors and proper bombs.”‘Like a subway sandwich’

Their success lies not only in the drones but also in
the philosophy behind them — they are designed to be easy
to mass-produce, economical, and modular. Choudhury
says their products aren’t meant to compete with expen-
sive drones that the Army currently uses. Instead, their
business model focuses on providing affordable,
customisable drones for individual units.To illustrate this,
Choudhury uses an analogy: “We’re like a Subway sand-
wich. You pick the base bread and add whatever fillings
and seasonings you want. We are the drone company
equivalent of Subway.”This approach allows for a swarm-
like deployment of drones, which can be tailored to the spe-
cific terrain and environmental needs of each unit, provid-
ing a more versatile and cost-effective solution.

The team is already planning its next phase, focusing
on jammer technology, fixed-winged drones, and VTOL
(vertical takeoff and landing) unmanned aerial systems. “We
want to provide a lot of value,” Khatri says. “We want to
work on actual problems and not find a problem for a solu-
tion that we make.”This problem-solving philosophy is al-
ready showing results. Their startup has successfully de-
livered its indigenous unmanned aerial vehicles to Indian
Army units in Jammu, Chandimandir (Haryana), Panagarh
(West Bengal), and Arunachal Pradesh.For Khatri and
Choudhury, the journey from soldering circuits to supplying
drones to defence forces is just the beginning.

Maharashtra inks deal with IIT Madras startup
to build hyperloop between JNPT, Vadhavan Port

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Hyperloop, a transport technology still being tested in

labs across the world, may soon debut on Maharashtra’s
coastline as a high-speed cargo corridor from Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) in Navi Mumbai to the upcoming
Vadhavan Port in Palghar district.The state government
Tuesday signed a strategic pact with TuTr Hyperloop Pvt
Ltd, a deep-tech startup incubated at IIT Madras, to build a
Linear Induction Motor (LIM)-based hyperloop mobility sys-
tem between JNPT and Vadhavan Port.Unveiled in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis at Mantralaya,
the government’s administrative headquarters, the project
is part of a larger investment push that saw Maharashtra
sign 10 Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) worth Rs
42,892 crore with the potential to generate 25,892 jobs.But
amid various commitments in solar, steel, real estate and
data centres, it was the hyperloop pact that stood out — not
just for its scale, but its ambition to test a technology that no
country has yet deployed commercially.

Hyperloop a disruptive idea: Devendra
FadnavisFadnavis called the hyperloop pact a symbol of
Maharashtra’s willingness to embrace transformative infra-
structure. “Hyperloop is not merely a transport system. It is
a disruptive idea that can redefine logistics, mobility and
economic geography. With IIT Bombay and IIT Madras
supporting the effort, Maharashtra will lead the country in
testing and scaling this transformative technology,” he said.

He added that the state would ensure “end-to-end sup-
port” to investors, and positioned the project as part of a
larger push to make Maharashtra a hub for digital, green
and futuristic industries.Hyperloop, first popularised by en-
trepreneur Elon Musk in 2013, is an ultra-high-speed trans-
port system where pods carrying passengers or cargo
move through low-pressure tubes. By cutting air resistance
to near zero and using propulsion technologies like mag-
netic levitation or Linear Induction Motors, Hyperloop prom-
ises airline speeds on the ground — theoretically over 1,000
kmph — but with lower energy use and minimal
emissions.So far, hyperloop remains largely experimental,
with test tracks in the US, Europe and the Middle East. No
country has built an operational corridor yet. Maharashtra’s
pact with TuTr therefore places it among the earliest gov-
ernment-backed testbeds worldwide.Officials said ports
were chosen because they represent India’s most press-
ing logistics challenge: moving cargo quickly and
efficiently.Linking largest container port, future-ready mari-
time hubLocated in Navi Mumbai, JNPT is India’s largest
container port, handling over 55 per cent of the country’s
containerised cargo. Congestion on road and rail links has
long slowed the evacuation of goods from the port, pushing
up costs and delays. A hyperloop corridor could allow con-
tainers to move to logistics hubs in minutes rather than hours,
reducing turnaround time dramatically.Vadhavan Port,
planned as a deep-draft greenfield port in Palghar, is being
designed to handle 250 million tonnes of cargo annually and
berth the world’s largest container vessels. Integrating
hyperloop from the start, officials said, would give Vadhavan
a world-class, future-ready edge — positioning it as one of
the most advanced maritime hubs in Asia.The TuTr
Hyperloop startup was founded by researchers and engi-
neers and incubated at IIT Madras, one of India’s top engi-

neering institutions. TuTr is among the few Indian compa-
nies attempting to build indigenous hyperloop technologyIts
pact with Maharashtra is its first major applied project, with
the potential to showcase India’s ability to develop futuristic
mobility solutions rather than import them. Officials said IIT
Bombay would also lend expertise to the effort, alongside
IIT Madras.Turning Maharashtra into a digital, green
hubAlongside the hyperloop pact, the state signed a clutch
of agreements across solar, data, steel, energy and real
estate, reflecting the government’s push to project
Maharashtra as both a digital and green hub.The largest
single commitment came from Prestige Estates Projects
Ltd, which pledged an investment of Rs 12,500 crore to
develop data centres, logistics facilities and real estate
projects — a move expected to generate 8,700 jobs. In the
renewable sector, Jupiter International Ltd signed an agree-
ment worth Rs 10,900 crore for setting up solar panel manu-
facturing, bringing with it more than 8,300 new jobs.

The data centre ecosystem — which the government
hopes will cement Maharashtra’s tag as “India’s data capi-
tal” — saw three significant investors: Webmint Digital Pvt
Ltd (Rs 4,846 crore, 2,050 jobs), Rovison Tech Hub Pvt
Ltd (Rs 2,564 crore, 1,100 jobs) and Rochak Systems Pvt
Ltd (Rs 2,508 crore, 1,000 jobs).In heavy industry, Vow Iron
& Steel Pvt Ltd committed Rs 4,300 crore to expand steel
capacity, promising 1,500 jobs, while Swedish multinational
Atlas Copco will invest Rs 575 crore in the state’s industrial
equipment sector, generating 3,400 jobs. Clean energy
player LNK Green Energy signed up for Rs 4,700 crore,
aimed at developing green power projects that could em-
ploy 2,500 people.Together, these commitments — worth
Rs 42,892 crore and spread across traditional manufactur-
ing, renewables, real estate and cutting-edge digital infra-
structure — underline the state’s attempt to balance imme-
diate job creation with futuristic bets like hyperloop.

Headmasters urge Telangana
govt to cancel complex meetings

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Hyderabad: The Telangana Gazetted Headmasters’

Association has urged the School Education department to
cancel the proposed complex meetings scheduled for the
month of August, citing disruption of classwork due to
holidays.In a representation to School Education director,
Dr E Naveen Nicolas, association president P Raja Bhanu
Chandra Prakash and general secretary G Hema
Chandrudu said schools’ functioning was severely affected
due to regular and optional holidays, along with additional
closure owing to heavy rains. Furthermore, academic in-
structions were affected for multiple days due to conduct of
the teaching-learning material melas.“Now, another two
days of interruption are being scheduled in the name of com-
plex meetings. In these circumstances, it has become ex-
tremely difficult for teachers to ensure uninterrupted teach-
ing and to complete Formative Assessment–II by the stipu-
lated deadline of September 20.
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‘Feudal mindset to service attitude’: Frontline Delhi
police personnel to get a soft skills makeover

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
On Monday, Delhi Police Commissioner S B K Singh

launched a 15-day etiquette and skill training programme
for 2,000 personnel from over 200 police stations at the head-
quarters. The trainees included duty officers, who take the
call from the police control room and first communicate with
the complainants, and integrated public facilitation officers,
who man the public facilitation desk, listen to the complain-
ants’ problems in detail and provide counselling, if required.

Hon’ble @CPDelhi Shri S.B.K. Singh inaugurated a two-
day “Courtesy & Skill Training Programme” at Police Head-
quarters today for police personnel working as ‘Duty Offic-
ers’ and ‘Integrated Public Facilitation Desk Officers’.

Emphasising the importance of etiquette, profession-
alism, and sensitivity when dealing with the public, Singh
said the initial interaction between the police and the public
sets the tone for the entire experience and is crucial for
building trust and confidence. “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you,” he advised the personnel.Singh
also highlighted the need for a fundamental shift in mindset,
saying, “A transition from a feudal mindset to a service-
oriented attitude was required.”The police personnel will be
trained by experts as well as experienced faculty from the
Delhi Police Academy. “The training will cover crucial
behavioural aspects, including professional conduct, legal
knowledge, and soft skills essential for effective public en-
gagement,” an officer said.Singh also unveiled two hand-
books specifically designed for the training programme.By
focusing on service-oriented skills and a shift in mindset,
the training aims to enhance the capacity of Delhi Police
frontline officers and ensure every interaction is professional
and compassionate.

Play areas, libraries, car cleaning services:
Coming soon in Delhi — under a flyover near you

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Play areas, open gyms, public libraries, and even car

cleaning services: these amenities could soon spring up
under a flyover near you.Under a new project, the Public
Works Department (PWD) has kicked off preliminary work
to transform neglected, garbage-strewn areas beneath sev-
eral flyovers into vibrant, safe, and inclusive public spaces.

Officials said the Delhi government plans to revamp
these spaces under a Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model. “Each flyover space will feature a themed design,”
an official stated.There are over 93 flyovers in the city —
three under the Flyover Zone, 38 in the South Zone, and 25
in the North Zone.The PWD has now floated tenders to ap-
point a consultancy service for the project. Once selected,
the consultancy will provide a range of services: prepara-
tion of a detailed design brief in consultation with the client,
evaluation and analysis of the proposed site, and identifica-
tion of thematic guidelines for each location. The consultant
will also frame architectural and signage development guide-
lines to shape the overall look and feel of the space, offi-
cials said.

Officials added that after the plan and detailed project
report are prepared, the department will invite bids from pri-
vate companies for beautification and maintenance.Officials
said the under-flyover areas may be developed into play
areas, open gyms, or libraries for public use. The depart-
ment may also explore options like setting up car cleaning
services in these spaces, allowing companies to generate
revenue while maintaining the site.They also clarified that
while the repair and strengthening of flyovers will continue
to be managed by PWD, the selected agency will be re-
sponsible for maintaining cleanliness, removing encroach-
ment below the flyovers, increasing greenery through plan-
tation, and removing defacement and posters from flyover

walls.“This initiative seeks to transform these underutilised
areas into functional public amenities that encourage com-
munity interaction and improve urban livability. The objec-
tive of this exercise is to propose sustainable, inclusive,
and context-sensitive design solutions that not only reflect
the unique character of each location but also contribute to
the broader urban fabric of Delhi,” said an official.Earlier in
April, PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh had said the de-
partment was planning to come up with a policy called ‘Adopt
a Flyover’. “We noticed that huge spaces under several
flyovers are in poor condition, with garbage and waste, and
many of them are encroached upon… So, we are planning
an ‘Adopt a Flyover’ policy to utilise these areas through
CSR initiatives by private companies and institutions,” he
had said.“Beautification through paintings and street art on
pillars and flyover walls will also be done under these initia-
tives… This initiative will give an aesthetic look along with
beautification. It will also showcase Delhi’s roads in a posi-
tive light and enhance the experience for commuters trav-
eling on these stretches,” Singh had also said.

Outflow from Karnataka’s Krishnarajasagar dam crosses
1 lakh cusecs, 221-year-old Wellesley Bridge closed for vehicles

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Following incessant rain in the Cauvery river basin,

1.20 lakh cusecs of water had been released from the
Krishnarajasagar (KRS) dam till Monday, resulting in a flood-
like situation in parts of Karnataka’s Mandya district. The
water had reached the brim of the 221-year-old iconic
Wellesley Bridge in Srirangapatna town.The dam, whose
full capacity is 124.80 ft, had water up to 123.25 ft on Mon-
day morning, while the outflow stood at 91,330 cusecs and
the inflow at 70,954 cusecs, according to Cauvery Neeravari
Nigama Limited. By noon, as the inflow was increased, the
authorities increased the outflow to 1.20 lakh cusecs, which
included canal and water supply.

Dr Kumar, Deputy Commissioner, Mandya, has urged
people living in low-lying areas near the Cauvery river banks
to remain alert and said that they will be evacuated if nec-
essary. The public and tourists have been warned against
swimming in waterbodies and visiting bridges and
waterbodies in the district.Many of the temples, including
the Srirangapatna, Ganjam, and Nimishamba temples, have
been closed. Tourist places like Balamuri and Edamuri have
also been closed.    Following incessant rainfall in the
Cauvery river basin, by Monday, 1.20 lakh cuses of water
had been released by Krishnarajasagar (KRS) dam, result-
ing in a flood situation. The water had reached the brim of
the 221-year-old iconic Wellesley Bridge. pic.twitter.com/
u8I91ctHTiOn Monday, the police barricaded the Wellesley
Bridge. According to a local, the water level has reached
the height of the base of the upper part of the bridge. One of
the oldest road bridges built across the Cauvery, it con-

nects Kirangur village and Srirangapatna town. Vehicle
movement is usually allowed on the bridge despite its age,
with renovation and strength checks undertaken
periodically.The bridge has been built using limestone, small
stones, and burnt bricks. It is 20 ft wide, 22 ft high, and 500
m long. According to historians, the bridge was built during
the rule of Dewan Poornaiah under Mummadi Krishnaraja
Wodeyar at a cost of Rs 5.5 lakh.Also in the region, the
Hemavathy dam was 98.30 per cent full, the Kabini dam
98.77 per cent, and the Harangi dam 92.31 per cent.The
situation in Belagavi district was also no different, as many
bridges were submerged, cutting links to several villages.
With an increase in the Krishna river outflow from
Maharashtra, a few parts of Chikkodi taluk faced a flood-
like situation.Villagers from the Malaprabha basin in Gadag
district were being shifted to safer places following the flood-
like situation.

Maharashtra CET Cell launches grievance
redressal system for fee complaints, but

parents question its effectiveness

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Maharashtra CET Cell grievance redressal system,

CET Cell fee complaint portal,In Maharashtra, the Fee Regu-
lating Authority (FRA) sets fees for professional courses
such as Medicine, Engineering, Pharmacy, Architecture,
MBA, MCA, and Law, among others. In a first-of-its-kind
initiative, the Maharashtra State Common Entrance Test
(CET) Cell launched a dedicated grievance redressal sys-
tem last week, allowing students to report colleges that
charge more than the government-approved fees for pro-
fessional courses. However, students and parents — es-
pecially those seeking admission to medical courses where
fee structures are already sky-high — are raising serious
concerns about the system’s practical effectiveness.The
move by CET Cell comes amid growing complaints that
several colleges are collecting fees under unofficial heads
like “development fund,” “campus maintenance,” or “lab up-
grades,” despite strict regulations for capping tuition fees.
The CET Cell has now made it possible for students to reg-
ister complaints online or via a dedicated helpline, in order

to bring transparency and protect students’ rights during
admissions.

In Maharashtra, the Fee Regulating Authority (FRA)
sets fees for professional courses such as Medicine, Engi-
neering, Pharmacy, Architecture, MBA, MCA, and Law,
among others. The new system is aimed at addressing
grievances if any college is charging additional fees, over
and above the regulated fee structure. But parents argue
that the system may not offer real relief, with colleges charg-
ing more on non-tuition fee components, where there are
no regulations.A parent representative, Sudha Shenoy, high-
lighted that the said system only addresses tuition fee dis-
crepancies, leaving non-tuition components unchecked and
unregulated.“The tuition fees may be regulated, but colleges
are charging exorbitantly for hostel, mess, and other ser-
vices. This nearly doubles the actual cost of education,”
she said.

Shenoy pointed out how many candidates and par-
ents come to know of hidden costs increasing overall ex-
penditure, only after reaching the college to confirm admis-
sion to the allotted seat. “For example, a candidate may
select a college based on the tuition fee fixed by FRA, only
to know that hostel and mess charges are more than the
tuition fee, after reaching the college to confirm admission,”
she said.Aspirants raised concerns over having to pay the
entire fee upfront to confirm admission, despite the griev-
ance, which is then subject to investigation by the CET Cell.
One of the candidates said, “In the absence of regulations
for non-tuition components of fees, the grievance system
becomes meaningless.”Complaints can be submitted
online at https://portal.maharashtracet.org by selecting the
‘Open a New Ticket’ option under the ‘CAP Enquiry ? Col-
lege Fee Complaint’ category. Alternatively, students can
call the helpline at 7700919894 between 10 am and 6 pm
on working days.To lodge a valid complaint, students must
upload supporting documents such as fee receipts, notices,
and relevant correspondence. The complaint must clearly
state the student’s name, the college’s name, the course,
and a breakdown of the excess fees charged.

how We Idliwale grew from a 150 sq ft shop to a culinary
brand while reshaping the idea of South Indian cuisine
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The doors of We Idliwale Barroom in Baner take you

out of a bustling, congested street and into the pockets of
South India. The heritage of Athangudi in Tamil Nadu greets
one in the form of black-and-white tiles on the floor. The
décor of colourful beads, offsetting liquor bottles, comes
from Channapatna in Karnataka, home to some of India’s
most-loved traditional toys. The classic rock music that
pours into the room conveys the moods of Bengaluru’s
pubs.Pune is miles away from Kerala where toddy shops
serve drinks with mutton pepper fry, but We Idliwale Bar-
room brings alive the spirit of such traditions. The Barroom
is the culmination of the company’s business model that
revolves around introducing little-known aspects of South
Indian food to an upmarket clientele.

South Indian cuisine is among the most commonly
available fare across India but only a true foodie is aware
that there is more to it than idli. Even when it comes to idli,
the only way it has been popularised is with sambhar and
chutney, leaving many of its variants unknown. In many
areas, for instance, idli is eaten with non-vegetarian curries
as a staple.Chirag Jadhav, a Pune-based entrepreneur
whose roots are in Karnataka, grew up eating idli-chicken
curry and idli-mutton curry. Abhishek Joshi, a chef, was
fed the same by his aunt who married into a family from
Kundapur in Karnataka. “Anywhere in South India, one can
find these small messes that are run by families or these
hole-in-the-wall places that serve idlis and non-vegetarian
curries,” says Jadhav.Joshi and Jadhav, who have been
friends since childhood, soon realised that they could plug
a gap in the market. A lot of Indians might be well-versed
with aglio olio or quesadilla but have little knowledge of re-
gional cuisine. When Joshi, who had trained at Michelin-
starred restaurant Folly in Dubai, among others, and Jadhav,
whose family is in the hospitality business, decided “to do
something of our own”, the idli turned into their mystery-
hero dish. In 2019, We Idliwale was born.

They started humbly, with a 150 sq ft shop in Baner.
The investment was so small that it would not burn a hole in
their pockets. There were just four dishes on the menu –
idli-chicken, idli-mutton, idli-sambar-chutney, and filter cof-
fee. There was no seating; people ate standing against two
ledges.The concept took off immediately. There were times
when people would be sitting on the stairs, waiting to be
served. “We were very confident that this would work, but
the response of the people of Pune took us by surprise. A
few people tried the combination and instantly loved it. They
became our regulars,” says Jadhav. Since then, We Idliwale
has expanded to outlets at Viman Nagar, NIBM, and the
barroom in Baner, serving 3,000 portions of idli-chicken
curry every month.We Idliwale began by pricing the idli-
chicken, idli-mutton dishes around Rs 130, while
neighbourhood shops sold idlis for less than a tenth of the
rate. However, the hit food combinations explained it, clinch-

ing all arguments. Joshi led from the kitchen. The curries
are a combination of recipes by himself and his aunt – rich,
layered, and with deep flavours. It translated into an old,
traditional food that was also new to the palate of
Pune.Staying authentic amid a growth spurtThe lockdowns
pushed up demand further, with orders coming from across
the city. “That’s how we decided, during the second
lockdown, to open a bigger outlet in Viman Nagar. This one
would have seating,” says Jadhav.In 2022, Neha Anand of
Kings Group Ventures invested in the company. The entre-
preneurs ensured that every outlet that We Idliwale opened
was bigger than the previous one.“A business that seeks
to bring regional cuisine to the mainstream must be honest
and start small,” says Jadhav. Even in the Barroom, the
menu of signature cocktails, Haldi Highball, Tamarind
Whisky Sour, and Kachampuli Highball, has ingredients
from a South Indian kitchen.

This year, We Idliwale will explore different cities in
India before going global. “We put in a lot of effort to stay as
authentic as possible in our sourcing of ingredients to the
ethos of our service,” he adds.The food industry is, how-
ever, battling issues, such as high rentals and tax regimes,
they say. “GST in restaurants and eateries was reduced to
5 per cent without Input Tax Credit (ITC, which is the tax
businesses pay on purchases that can be claimed as a
deduction while paying output tax) in the GST Council meet-
ing held at Guwahati in 2017. This decision adversely im-
pacted several restaurants, primarily those who operate on
leased premises in larger cities,” says Jadhav.“These are
all from the organised sector and contribute taxes to the
state exchequer. This denial of ITC also results in additional
capital outlay of up to 20 per cent on every new project,
which in turn adversely impacts investment sentiments in
the sector,” he adds.Jadhav points out that the changing
eating habits of people, with deliveries being more popular
than eating out, have made restaurants dependent on online
aggregators. “They charge a huge commission. We have
no option but to go with it, as they have a major chunk of
customers. At present, restaurant associations are in talks
with online aggregators for a fair deal,” he says.

Karnataka’s Shakti Scheme enters Golden Book of World
Records with over 500 crore ticketed women journeys
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Karnataka Government’s flagship Shakti Scheme,

which provides free bus travel for women across state-run
transport corporations, has entered the Golden Book of
World Records for catering to a record number of passen-
gers. Between June 11, 2023, and July 20, 2025, the
scheme facilitated over 500 crore ticketed journeys by
women passengers across the state, according to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar, who formally announced the recognition in
Bengaluru on Monday.They credited the programme for
empowering women socially, economically, and
educationally.Under the Shakti Scheme, implemented on
June 11, 2023, women residing in Karnataka are allowed to
travel for free in non-premium buses run by the four state-
run transport corporations.Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy, who was also present on the occasion, noted that
the achievement came despite financial and operational
challenges faced by the state transport corporations.“Since
the launch of Shakti, the state government has added 5,800
new buses, recruited 10,000 staff, and extended Rs 2,000
crore in financial assistance to clear debts of transport cor-
porations,” he said.Citing a study by the Sustainable Mobil-

ity Network, Reddy stated that the scheme has had a mea-
surable economic impact. “Women’s employment rose by
23 per cent in Bengaluru and 21 per cent in Hubballi-
Dharwad, contributing to higher state income levels,” he
said.“It is a proud moment that the Shakti scheme has en-
tered the Golden Book for World Records. The fact that
Shakti is being implemented in different states across the
country under different names is a testament to the suc-
cess of the scheme,” Reddy added.Meanwhile, the
Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) has
recently added a feather to its cap by winning two presti-
gious awards at the Asia’s Best Employer Brand Awards –
2025, held at the Pan Pacific Hotel in Singapore.KSRTC
was honoured with the awards for ‘Institution Building’ and
‘The Best Inclusion Recruitment Programme’, bringing glo-
bal recognition to the corporation’s innovative and trans-
parent recruitment practices.After a gap of six to seven
years, KSRTC successfully resumed its recruitment pro-
cess, appointing 300 technical assistants, 2,000 driver-cum-
conductors, and 292 employees under Compassionate
Grounds. What made the process stand out was its com-
mitment to fairness—carried out with zero human interven-
tion, relying instead on a fully computerized system for coun-
seling and staff placement across depots.

Murder, burial, and an exhumation:
 In South Delhi, cops uncover sinister plot

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Shabab Ali had been suspicious that his wife was hav-

ing an affair — and decided to get rid of her. On August 2,
the 47-year-old allegedly gave her sleeping pills and
weedicide, killing her. Then, along with three of his friends,
he buried the body in a graveyard in South Delhi’s
Chandholla, said police.According to police, Ali, a painter,
has been arrested. His two friends who aided him in com-
mitting the crime, Shahrukh Khan (28) and Tanveer (25),
have also been arrested by the police.The body of the vic-
tim was exhumed after 11 days on August 15. The couple
has two children – a daughter (11 years) and a son (5 years).

DCP (South) Ankit Chauhan said, “On August 10, a
missing person’s complaint regarding a 30-year-old woman,
a resident of T-Block in Mehrauli, was lodged by her female
friend. She also suspected wrongful confinement. Based
on her complaint, a case of kidnapping was registered at
Mehrauli police station.”The DCP said they carried out tech-
nical surveillance and CCTV analysis, in which it was re-
vealed that Ali, along with his associates, was transporting
the woman in an unconscious condition in a car.“On sus-

tained questioning, Ali broke down and admitted that on
August 2, suspecting infidelity, he killed his wife by admin-
istering sleeping pills and weedicide. He further disclosed
that with the help of his associates, he transported the body
later that night and buried it in a graveyard at Chandanholla,”
DCP Chauhan said.Later, police took approval from the sub-
divisional magistrate, and the body was exhumed on Au-
gust 15 in the presence of policemen. The car used to trans-
port and dispose of the body was recovered from the ac-
cused Shahrukh.
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Focus turns to security guarantees after
Ukraine summit leaves path to peace unclear

LONDON/KYIV,GNS News Agency, Aug 29 - Ukraine
and its European allies have been buoyed by Donald Trump's
promise of security guarantees for Kyiv to help end the
Ukraine war but face many unanswered questions, includ-
ing how willing Russia will be to play ball.Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy hailed Monday's extraordinary
summit at the White House with Trump as a "major step
forward" towards ending Europe's deadliest conflict in 80
years and towards setting up a trilateral meeting with
Russia's Vladimir Putin and the U.S. president in the com-
ing weeks.The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides
all the news you need to start your day. Sign up here.

Flanked by the leaders of allies including Germany,
France and Britain at the summit, Zelenskiy's warm rap-
port with Trump contrasted sharply with their disastrous
meeting at the Oval Office in February.But beyond the op-
tics, the path to a lasting peace remains deeply uncertain
and Zelenskiy may be forced to make painful compromises
to end a war that analysts say has killed or wounded more
than 1 million people.And despite the temporary sense of
relief in Kyiv, there was no let-up in the fighting. Russia
launched 270 drones and 10 missiles in an overnight at-
tack on Ukraine, the Ukrainian airforce said, the largest this
month. The energy ministry said Russia had targeted en-
ergy facilities in the central Poltava region, home to Ukraine's
only oil refinery, causing big fires."The good news is that
there was no blow-up (at the White House). Trump didn't
demand Ukrainian capitulation nor cut off support. The mood
music was positive and the trans-Atlantic alliance lives on,"
John Foreman, a former British defence attache to Kyiv
and Moscow, told Reuters."On the downside, there is a great
deal of uncertainty about the nature of security guarantees
and what exactly the U.S. has in mind."Zelenskiy said on
Tuesday his officials were working on the content of the
security guarantees.Russia has made no explicit commit-
ment to a meeting between Putin and Zelenskiy. Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Tuesday Moscow did not

reject any formats for discussing the peace process in
Ukraine but that any meeting of national leaders "must be
prepared with utmost thoroughness".

President Putin has warned that Russia will not toler-
ate troops from the NATO alliance on Ukrainian soil. He
has also shown no sign of backing down from demands for
territory, including land not under Russia's military control,
following his own summit talks with Trump last Friday in
Alaska.Trump has not specified what form U.S. security
guarantees could take, and backed away from insisting that
Russia agree to a ceasefire before any peace negotiations
kick off in earnest.The U.S. president has also told Ukraine
to forget about regaining control of Crimea, which was an-
nexed by Russia in 2014, or joining NATO."It is hard to imag-
ine there being any deal today that is acceptable and that
respects the red lines of the Ukrainians and Europe as well
as the red lines of the Russians," said Matthias Matthijs,
senior fellow for Europe at the Council on Foreign
Relations.Europe's dealings with Trump are similar to the
fraught negotiations on tariffs, Matthijs said: "Having avoided
the worst outcomes, they come to some sort of agreement.
It's better than they feared, but it's always worse than the
status quo."Former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
said Zelenskiy and his allies had "failed to outplay"
Trump."Europe thanked & sucked up to him," Medvedev
wrote on X.The last direct talks between Russia and Ukraine
took place in Turkey in July while Putin also declined
Zelenskiy's public invitation to meet him face-to-face in
May."President Trump has now opened the door to the ne-
gotiating room for him, and Putin must now enter it," Ger-
man Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul told the
Deutschlandfunk radio broadcaster. If not, he said, sanc-
tions must be intensified.Ukraine's allies will hold talks in
the so-called "Coalition of the Willing" format on Tuesday to
discuss the way forward.NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte, who also attended Monday's talks, said NATO mem-
bership for Ukraine was not under discussion but that there
was a discussion on "Article 5"-type security guarantees
for the country.Article 5 of NATO's founding treaty enshrines
the principle of collective defence, in which an attack on
any of its 32 members is considered an attack on all."There
is, of course, the question of what Russia will accept. But
also, what western countries are willing, and able, to do for
Ukraine," said a note by Eurointelligence.Orysia Lutsevych,
a research fellow at Chatham House, said the worst case
scenario "of Trump selling Ukraine out to Putin was avoided"
at Monday's talks, but she added:"A bilateral with Putin is
dangerous for Zelenskiy. Even if it happens, which is highly
unlikely, Putin will blame him for obstructing peace, being
unreasonable. In such a case, the question is: who Donald
Trump will trust and blame for his failed peacemaking
efforts."Graphic: Map of Ukraine shows the eastern oblasts
and the areas under Russian control

Israel studying Hamas reply
to Gaza ceasefire proposal

JERUSALEM/CAIRO, GNS News Agency, Aug 29-
Israel is studying Hamas' response to a Gaza ceasefire
proposal, two officials said on Tuesday of a potential deal
for a 60-day truce and the release of half the Israeli hos-
tages still held in the battered enclave.Efforts to pause the
fighting gained new momentum over the past week after
Israel announced plans for a new offensive to seize control
of Gaza City, and Egypt and Qatar have been pushing to
restart indirect talks between the sides on a U.S.-backed
ceasefire plan.The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter pro-
vides all the news you need to start your day. Sign up here.

The proposal includes the release of 200 Palestinian
convicts jailed in Israel and an unspecified number of im-
prisoned women and minors, in return for 10 living and 18
deceased hostages from Gaza, according to a Hamas
official.Two Egyptian security sources confirmed the de-
tails, and added that Hamas has requested the release of
hundreds of Gaza detainees as well.

The proposal includes a partial withdrawal of Israeli
forces, which presently control 75% of Gaza and the entry
of more humanitarian aid into the enclave, where a popula-
tion of 2.2 million people is increasingly facing
famine.Qatar's Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson
Majed Al Ansari said the 60-day truce deal would include "a
pathway to a comprehensive agreement to end the
war."Israel had previously agreed to the outline, advanced
by U.S. special Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff, but nego-
tiations faltered over some of its details. The last round of
talks ended in deadlock in late July.Israel's plans to seize
control of Gaza City in the heart of the Palestinian enclave
have since stirred alarm abroad and among the estimated
one million people presently living there.On the ground, there
were no signs of a ceasefire nearing as Israeli gunfire, tank
shelling and airstrikes killed at least 20 Palestinians on Tues-
day, according to Gaza health officials.Tanks completed
taking control of the Zeitoun suburb, an eastern
neighbourhood on Gaza City's outskirts, and continued to
pound the nearby area of Sabra, killing two women and a
man, medics said.Local health authorities said dozens of
people had been trapped in their houses because of the
shelling. The Israeli military said it was checking the
report.On Friday, it said its forces were operating in nearby
Zeitoun to locate weapons, tunnels and gunmen."It has been
one of the worst nights in Sabra and Gaza City as the ex-
plosions are heard throughout the city," said Nasra Ali, 54,
a mother of five, who lives in Sabra.

"I was planning to leave my house when I heard there
is a possible ceasefire. I might stay for a day or two, if noth-
ing happens, then I will run away with my kids," she told
Reuters via a chat app.Thousands of people are estimated
to have fled the area in the past few days.In Israel, the threat-
ened offensive prompted tens of thousands of Israelis on
Sunday to hold some of the largest protests since the war
began, urging a deal to end the fighting and free the remain-
ing hostages held in Gaza.Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was expected to convene discussions about
the ceasefire proposal soon, the two Israeli officials said. A
response was expected in the coming two days, a Pales-
tinian source close to the talks said.Netanyahu faces do-
mestic political pressure from his far-right government part-
ners who object to a truce with Hamas. Ministers Bezalel
Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir have demanded to keep the
war going until Hamas' defeat, and annex Gaza.Hamas
official Izzat El-Reshiq said that the truce proposal it has
agreed to is an interim accord that would pave the way for
negotiations on ending the war.A source close to the talks
said that, unlike previous rounds, Hamas accepted the pro-
posal with no further demands.But prospects for agreeing
an end to the war appear remote, with gaps remaining on
the terms. Israel is demanding the group lay down its arms
and its leaders leave Gaza, conditions which Hamas has
so far publicly rejected.The war began when Hamas-led
fighters stormed into Israel, killing 1,200 people and taking
251 hostages. Israel's offensive has since killed more than
61,000 Palestinians, plunged Gaza into humanitarian crisis
and displaced most its population.

Canada opposition leader Poilievre
wins seat, to take on Carney over tariffs
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
OTTAWA, Aug 19 (Reuters) - The leader of Canada's

official opposition Conservatives, Pierre Poilievre, secured
a return to Parliament and a chance to grill Prime Minister
Mark Carney over U.S. tariffs, staging a comeback after
unexpectedly losing his seat in an April election.Unofficial
results from Elections Canada on Tuesday showed
Poilievre had easily won a special election on Monday in
the parliamentary constituency of Battle River-Crowfoot in
the western Canadian province of Alberta, a Conservative
stronghold.The Reuters Tariff Watch newsletter is your daily
guide to the latest global trade and tariff news. Sign up
here.Poilievre, who accuses the Liberal government of
botching its handling of U.S. relations, will be able to con-
front Carney when the House of Commons returns on Sep-
tember 15.Carney, who took over as prime minister in
March, secured a strong minority government in April's fed-
eral election, while Poilievre lost the Ottawa-area seat he
had held for 21 years.Carney won on a promise to stand up
to U.S. President Donald Trump but has since moderated

his approach even as Washington imposed more
tariffs."Mark Carney has been failing. He's failed, he's backed
down, he's made concession after concession vis-a-vis the
Americans," Poilievre told a press conference last
Thursday.Carney, however, is in no immediate danger po-
litically. Although the Liberals fell three seats short of a
majority in April, they should be able to rely on the support
of smaller parties to survive confidence votes.A Nanos
Research poll earlier this month put the Liberals at 44%
popular support compared with 33% for the
Conservatives.Carney has pulled the Liberals more to the
center and Poilievre will find it harder to draw a sharp con-
trast, said pollster Nik Nanos, CEO of Nanos
Research."Poilievre needs to articulate what he learned from
the last federal election and how his government would be
different than a Carney government," he said via email.At
the start of the year the Conservatives looked set for a
crushing election victory over the Liberals of then-Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, who were far behind in polls after
more than nine years in power.

Somalia faces diphtheria surge
amid vaccine shortages and aid cuts

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
MOGADISHU,  Diphtheria cases and deaths have

risen sharply this year in Somalia, where the response has
been curtailed by vaccine shortages and U.S. aid cuts,
Somali officials said.More than 1,600 cases, including 87
deaths, have been recorded, up from 838 cases and 56
deaths in all of 2024, said Hussein Abdukar Muhidin, the
general director of Somalia's National Institute of
Health.Keep up with the latest medical breakthroughs and
healthcare trends with the Reuters Health Rounds news-
letter. Sign up here.Diphtheria, a bacterial disease that
causes swollen glands, breathing problems and fever and
mostly affects children, is preventable with a vaccine that
became widely available in the mid-20th century.Childhood
immunisation rates in Somalia have improved over the past
decade, but hundreds of thousands of children are still not
fully vaccinated.

After fleeing fighting between government forces and
Islamist militants in the central Somalia town of Ceeldheere
three months ago, all four of Deka Mohamed Ali's children,
none of whom was vaccinated, contracted diphtheria. Her
9-year-old daughter recovered, but her 8-year-old son died
and two toddlers are now being treated at a hospital in the
capital Mogadishu."My children got sick and I just stayed

at home because I did not know it was diphtheria," she told
Reuters from the bedside of her 3-year-old son Musa
Abdullahi whose throat was swollen to the size of a lemon
from the infection.Health Minister Ali Haji Adam said the
government had struggled to procure enough vaccines due
to a global shortage and that U.S. aid cuts were making it
difficult to distribute the doses it had.Before President Donald
Trump cut most foreign assistance earlier this year, the
United States was the leading humanitarian donor to So-
malia, whose health budget is almost entirely funded by
donors.

"The U.S. aid cut terribly affected the health funds it
used to provide to Somalia. Many health centres closed.
Mobile vaccination teams that took vaccines to remote ar-
eas lost funding and now do not work," said Adam.Muhidin
separately echoed his comments about the
closures.Overall U.S. foreign assistance commitments to
Somalia stand at $149 million for the fiscal year that ends
on September 30, compared with $765 million in the previ-
ous fiscal year, according to U.S. government statistics."The
United States continues to provide lifesaving foreign assis-
tance in Somalia," a U.S. State Department spokesperson
said when asked about the impact of its aid cuts in the coun-
try.

"America is the most generous nation in the world, and
we urge other nations to dramatically increase their humani-
tarian efforts."Aid group Save the Children said last month
that the closure of hundreds of health clinics in Somalia this
year due to foreign cuts has contributed to a doubling in the
number of combined cases of diphtheria, measles, whoop-
ing cough, cholera and severe respiratory infections since
mid-April.Besides the U.S., Britain, France, Germany and
other major Western donors are also cutting aid
budgets.Somalia's government has also faced criticism
from doctors and human rights activists for its limited fund-
ing of the health sector. In 2024, it allocated 4.8% of its bud-
get to health, down from 8.5% the previous year, Amnesty
International said.The health ministry did not respond to a
question about that criticism. It has said it is planning to
launch a vaccination drive but has not given details when.

China pledges to address India's
rare earth needs, Indian source says

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
NEW DELHI, There is an upward trend in India-China

relations and Beijing has promised to address New Delhi's
needs on rare earths, a top Indian official and a source said
on Tuesday, as the neighbours rebuild ties that were dam-
aged by a 2020 border clash.Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi is visiting India for the 24th round of border talks
with Indian National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and is also
due to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday,
days before Modi travels to China for the summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.The Reuters Daily
Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start
your day. Sign up here.

"There has been an upward trend. Borders have been
quiet. There has been peace and tranquillity," Doval told
Wang as he opened the talks. "Our bilateral engagements
have been more substantial.""The new environment that has
been created has helped us in moving ahead in the various
areas that we are working on," he said.Wang told Doval
that "the stable and healthy development of China-India re-
lations is in the fundamental interests of the two countries'
people," according to a readout of the meeting released by
China's foreign ministry.The two sides "should enhance mu-
tual trust through dialogues and expand cooperation," Wang
said, and should aim for consensus in areas such as bor-
der control and demarcation negotiations.Earlier on Tues-
day, an Indian source said that China had promised to ad-
dress three key Indian concerns. Wang, the source said,
had assured Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar that Beijing is addressing India’s need for
fertilisers, rare earths and tunnel boring machines.The In-
dian foreign and mines ministries did not respond immedi-

ately to Reuters requests for comment.China's commerce
ministry also did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.It was not immediately clear whether China had
agreed to approve export licenses faster or grant blanket
exemptions for India.China has previously committed to
speeding up export licenses for Europe and the U.S. with-
out actually dismantling the control regime.China's exports
of rare earths and related magnets jumped in June after
these agreements and as the commerce ministry worked
through a huge backlog of applications.

However, rare earth magnet exports to India were still
down 58% compared to January levels, according to Chi-
nese customs data. June is the last month for which coun-
try-level data is available.India has the world's fifth-largest
rare earth reserves, at 6.9 million metric tons, but has no
magnet production and relies on imported magnets, mainly
from China.

Bay Area marks India’s 79th Independence Day
with grand ‘Swades’ Parade and cultural festival

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The streets of downtown San Jose turned into a vi-

brant tapestry of color, music, and tradition as the Associa-
tion of Indo Americans (AIA), in partnership with Bolly 92.3,
hosted Swades 2025 to celebrate India’s 79th Independence
Day. The daylong festivities drew an estimated crowd of
over 25,000, making it one of the largest Indian American
gatherings in Silicon Valley this year.A parade of culture
and unity

The highlight of the celebration was the grand India
Parade, featuring more than 75 floats supported by over 50
community organisations. Each float showcased the cul-
tural richness of India’s states — from traditional dances of
Gujarat and Haryana to depictions of Ramayana and
Kerala’s temple arts. Participants dressed in colourful attire
brought the streets alive with patriotic songs, drums, and
folk performances.Flag hoisting and dignitariesThe ceremo-
nial flag-hoisting was led by popular Indian actress Ameesha
Patel, who served as Grand Marshal, along with Srikanth
Bolla, Founder of Earth Cleanse, and Rakesh Adlakha,
Deputy Consul General of India in San Francisco. San Jose
Mayor Matt Mahan hoisted the American flag and praised
AIA’s efforts, calling the event “a growing tradition that will
only get bigger in the years to come”.More than 50 elected
officials across Silicon Valley, including Mayors, Council
members, and State representatives, attended to show
solidarity with the Indian American community.Music,
dance, and festivities

The festival continued late into the night with Vijay
Bharat, a cultural showcase featuring classical and con-
temporary dances, a live concert by Jhoom Productions,

and patriotic music performed by BATA/AIA karaoke sing-
ers. A special Dhol-Tasha performance set a powerful
rhythm, drawing crowds into celebration. The evening con-
cluded with fireworks that lit up the San Jose
skyline.Community spirit and recognitionThroughout the
day, stalls offered regional delicacies, handicrafts, and
games like carrom and chess, while children took part in
traditional dance competitions. On stage, community lead-
ers honored volunteers and sponsors whose support made
the event possible.AIA extended thanks to its sponsors,
including Sanjiv Gupta CPA (Grand Sponsor), Lavanya
Duvvi (Platinum Sponsor), Travelopod, and ICICI Bank,
along with media and cultural partners.Looking aheadWith
Swades marking another successful milestone, AIA an-
nounced preparations for its next flagship event, the
Dussehra Diwali Dhamaka, scheduled for October at the
Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. The program
will feature a grand Rath Yatra, Mahamangala Aarti, fire-
works, and the dramatic burning of a 35-foot effigy of
Ravan.Preserving heritage abroadFor the Bay Area’s In-
dian diaspora, Swades has become more than just a pa-
rade. It’s a living reminder of their roots, a platform for youth
to embrace culture, and a bridge of friendship with the wider
American community.

HCLTech to offer
 TechBee to Hyderabad students

Hyderabad: HCLTech, a technology company, plans
to offer its TechBee Early Career Programme to high school
graduates in Hyderabad and give them the opportunity to
build careers in the technology industry.TechBee is an ini-
tiative designed for high school graduates. It offers a unique
‘earn while you learn’ model that blends hands-on technol-
ogy training with access to higher education. It equips stu-
dents with industry-relevant skills and enables them to pur-
sue academic advancement, laying the foundation for glo-
bal careers in technology.The programme is set to intro-
duce specialised tracks in Generative AI and Cybersecurity,
developed in collaboration with premier educational institu-
tions. These initiatives are designed to expand access to
high-quality technology careers across India, a press re-
lease said.
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The role of preventive health
screenings in achieving a healthier India

Cow Economy, and Diplomacy

As India celebrates Independence Day each year, the
issues of economic development, technical innovation, equal
rights and education come up. What, however, should also
top the nation’s list of priorities is freedom from preventable
ailments, an aspect of independence to which we seem to
pay little regard.Enabling citizens to live productive and
healthy lives free from the burden of disease is the essence
of true national independence. Preventive health screening
is one of the most effective ways to accomplish this.

India continues to face a dual disease burden: infec-
tious diseases on the one hand, and a fast-expanding wave
of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as diabetes,
hypertension, cardiovascular problems, and certain malig-
nancies on the other. According to the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), NCDs account for more than 60% of all
deaths in India. Yet, many of these disorders can be de-
tected and managed years before they become life-
threatening.Although our healthcare system has begun to
focus on prevention, it is still not free from the malaise of
relying mainly on reactive care, responding only when symp-
toms show or consequences develop. This reactive ap-
proach is expensive and less effective. Late diagnosis not
only harms health outcomes, but also depletes household
savings, lowers workforce productivity, and places an un-
necessary strain on the healthcare system.Preventive
health screenings, whether a simple blood sugar test, lipid
profile, mammography, or full-body health check, serve as
an early warning system. They assist in identifying risk fac-

tors before they develop into major disease.Regular screen-
ings allow early detection. For instance, diabetes and hy-
pertension can be efficiently managed if detected early,
avoiding consequences such as renal failure or stroke.
Equally important is risk reduction which entails recognising
high cholesterol or pre-cancerous changes that allow for
lifestyle adjustments or focused therapies that significantly
reduce long-term risk. Another factor in the ambit of pre-
vention is lower healthcare costs. Preventing chronic ill-
nesses is significantly less expensive than controlling them,
both for the individual and the healthcare system.In effect,
preventive screenings are not just a medical tool but a form
of health security — protecting individuals and the nation
as a whole.

A key challenge is cultural. For many Indians, con-
sulting a doctor when you’re feeling fine appears superflu-
ous. Preventive screenings are sometimes viewed as a
discretionary luxury rather than necessary investments in
healthcare.We need a shift in thinking, where preventative
care is viewed as a responsibility rather than an afterthought.
This demands concerted actions.The government must
incorporate screenings into national health programmes and
fund tests for vulnerable groups. For employers, offering
yearly health screenings could be a job benefit, not a perk.
Healthcare providers meanwhile, should simplify and pack-
age screening programmes to make them more
accessible.As for individuals, taking personal responsibil-
ity for frequent check-ups should be paramount, just as we
would for car maintenance or financial
preparation.Independence via health

A healthy India means a more independent India. Pre-
ventive screenings enable people to enjoy longer and more
fruitful lives, free of the financial and emotional burdens of
preventable sicknesses. They preserve the breadwinner’s
earning capacity, shield families from exorbitant medical
bills, and maintain community resilience.If we can instil a
preventive care culture in our collective psyche, each Inde-
pendence Day will not only represent political independence,
but also the freedom to live without the shadow of undiag-
nosed sickness. Because, in the end, a nation is only as
strong as its citizens’ health.

(This is the latest edition of the Political Line newslet-
ter curated by Varghese K. George. The Political Line news-
letter is India’s political landscape explained every week.
You can subscribe here to get the newsletter in your inbox
every Friday.)

Culture influences market and diplomacy. But how
much is too much on this count?

A slice of the stalemate in trade talks between India
and the U.S. is related to the U.S. demand for opening up
India’s farm sector. The U.S. wants to export more of its
dairy and poultry products to India. India resists this de-
mand. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said he would
make personal sacrifices, if required, to ensure that farm-
ers are protected.The proportion of population dependent
on agriculture reveals one of the most striking differences
between India and the United States, highlighting their vastly
different economic structures and development stages. In-
dia has nearly half of its workforce engaged in agriculture,
while the United States has only less than two percent di-
rectly employed in farming — representing a 32-fold differ-
ence in agricultural employment dependency. In India’s
case, agriculture contributes roughly 18 percent of GDP
but nearly half of the population is dependent on it. Farmers
are a powerful political constituency in both India and the
United States. Food is also a question of national security.
Post-Covid fears related to self-sufficiency in critical areas
have further strengthened the case for national food mar-
kets insulated from global disruptions.

India’s resistance to allowing American farm produce
in its market rests on three reasons. The first, as mentioned
above, is that too many people are dependent on agricul-
ture, and opening up the sector to American products could
render them vulnerable. The second is national security.
The third concerns apparently cultural reasons — Ameri-
can cows may be fed meat products such as chicken waste,
and this is unacceptable to India. Milk and other products
from a cow whose food chain is not clearly plant-based do
not meet Indian standards. Whether such determination is
consistently applied across all milk produced within India is
beside the point. Cultural reasons are relevant to market
decisions in all societies. For instance, some Muslim coun-
tries or shops may not sell pork; among the GCC coun-
tries, pork is available in the UAE and Bahrain, while in oth-
ers it is not. In large parts of India now, beef is legally banned;
in many parts, such as southern India, West Bengal, and
the northeastern states, it is widely consumed by all social
groups including Hindus. Cultural barriers to global trade
are not new in India. Crossing the seas was once taboo —
Gandhi had to do penance to be readmitted to his Modh
Vaniya caste, which had ostracised him for doing so.Of the
three issues at play in trade in agriculture, perhaps the easi-
est to change is the competency of the sector. But the cul-
tural politics around the cow and the requirements of the
agriculture sector often come into conflict. At least 20 out of
28 states have some form of laws to protect cows, which
effectively translates into restrictions on the trade and trans-
portation of cattle, including buffaloes. In the last decade or
so, many states have enforced these laws aggressively,
and vigilantes targeting even legal cattle trade often go scot-
free. Simultaneously, a whole network of rent-seeking has
emerged in the guise of cow protection, as the state spends
massive amounts to shelter unproductive cows that farm-
ers do not want to keep. It is not the case that meat produc-
tion has ended; India’s export of buffalo meat has been grow-
ing in the last three years at around four percent annually.
What has happened is that cattle and leather trade have
been pushed into a grey zone of legality, inflicting costs and
losses for all involved and creating new rent-seeking
opportunities.You can read about a sample of such restric-
tions here.Farmers are paying a huge price for this — on
the one hand, the difficulty in disposing unproductive cattle,
and on the other, the problem of free-roaming cattle destroy-
ing their crops.

Cow protection in India was linked historically to farm-
ing practices of an earlier era. Those factors have changed
due to technology and other developments. Yet, productiv-
ity in India’s agriculture sector remains entangled in the re-
ligious association many people have with cows. The cow
has long functioned as a symbol in Hindu-Muslim rivalry in
the subcontinent. Hindu leaders such as Dayananda
Saraswati made cow protection a tool for popular consoli-
dation antagonistic to Muslims in the 19th century. Some
Muslim leaders, such as Pir Abu Bakr in Bengal in the early
20th century, argued that cow sacrifice was an essential
practice of Islam. Whether cow sacrifice is indeed an es-
sential practice of Islam has been the subject of several
litigations in independent India as well.While India grapples

with global uncertainties created by political and technologi-
cal upheavals, it might also make sense to review its priori-
ties at home.The Fear of the Future People

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has now raised the
spectre of a demographic threat to India in his Independence
Day speech. He said there was a conspiracy to change the
demographic profile of India.You can read The Hindu edito-
rial on this speech here.Does demographic composition de-
termine the character of a nation? Leaving that question for
a future discussion, here are some quick adjacent
thoughts.Variations in population growth across communi-
ties and geographies pose challenges for governance and
national identity. It is one thing to say that everyone is an
individual citizen regardless of social location, faith, or
ethnicity. But India’s governance structure acknowledges
the principle of group identities while providing special pro-
tections for religious and linguistic minorities, Dalits, back-
ward classes, tribes, etc. Collective identities are not anath-
ema to India’s constitutional scheme; in fact, they are cen-
tral to it.

Political contestations have historically been framed
in India around the numerical strength of communities. That
history warrants discussion separately, but to cite a well
known example, the 15% and 7.5% reservations for Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities, respectively,
were based on their proportion in the population. As the pro-
portion of their population changes, so will their representa-
tion. This will be among the issues in the next delimitation
of parliamentary constituencies in India.Currently, there are
two distinct divergences in population growth in India. First,
the north-central regions have higher birth rates than penin-
sular and western India. Second, Muslims have a higher
birth rate than Hindus. Among Hindus, upper castes have
lower birth rates compared to other groups. While the BJP
and its supporters try to highlight the Hindu-Muslim diver-
gence in population growth, many others, particularly par-
ties in the South, are more worried about the regional diver-
gence in population growth. It is this regional divergence
that makes the next delimitation an unsettling prospect for
many regions. Population management has to be a secular
task, and all communities should participate in it.While the
BJP constantly talks up an Islamic demographic threat, there

Amoeba found in well water at
house of girl who died due to

amoebic encephalitis in Kerala
Health officials said on Tuesday (August 19, 2025) that

amoeba was found in the well water at the residence of a
nine-year-old girl who died last week due to amoebic en-
cephalitis, a rare brain infection, in Kozhikode district of
Kerala.A senior health official said that following the detec-
tion of the amoeba, a fever survey was carried out among
all those who used the water from the well.

Following the survey, the deceased girl's brother is at
present under observation as he had a fever.However, he
has not shown any other symptoms associated with the
brain infection, caused by a free-living amoeba found in
contaminated waters, the official said.

The girl, a resident of Thamarassery, was admitted to
a hospital due to fever on August 13, but as her condition
worsened quickly, she was shifted to the Kozhikode Medi-
cal College Hospital on August 14 where she died the same
day.A test carried out at the microbiology lab of the medical
college hospital revealed on August 15 night that the cause
of her death was amoebic encephalitis.It was probably the
fourth case of the rare brain infection reported from
Kozhikode district this year, according to health officials.

Major states warn of Rs 7,000-9,000 crore
annual loss under new GST structure

Major states warn of Rs 7,000-9,000 cr annual loss
under new GST structureStates claimed that as per their
internal assessment the revenue growth rate could slow to
8 per cent. “As per our assessment, revenue growth could
be 8 per cent after these GST reforms.With the proposed
overhaul of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime
expected to kick in from the middle of the ongoing financial
year, multiple states have expressed concerns over the
substantial loss in their share of revenues once the next-
generation reforms come into effect. States are worried that
the annual loss in revenues, likely to range between Rs
7,000-9,000 crore for most major states, could leave them
with less to spend on social development and state admin-
istration given the limited powers with them to raise rev-
enues, top state government officials told States claimed
that as per their internal assessment the revenue growth
rate could slow to 8 per cent. “As per our assessment, rev-
enue growth could be 8 per cent after these GST reforms.
This is going to be sharply lower than the 11.6 per cent
growth rate seen a few years ago and over 14 per cent just
before the start of GST in July 2017,” a top state govern-
ment official said.The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in a re-
port in September 2019 had said that the weighted average
GST rate fell from 14.4 per cent at the time of inception to
11.6 per cent in 2019, reflecting the impact of a series of tax
cuts between November 2017 and December 2018. To put
this in perspective, a report submitted in December 2015
by the then Chief Economic Advisor Arvind Subramanian
had also estimated the revenue neutral rate at a higher level
of 15.5 per cent.

States claimed that the major loss of revenue for them
in the proposed GST reforms would be from the removal of
items from the 28 per cent slab to the lower rate of 18 per
cent, another state’s top official said. The top three items

that account for the major chunk of the GST revenue source
for most states include automobiles, construction items such
as cement, along with white goods, and all three categories
of these goods are going to see a cut in rate to 18 per cent
and thus, result in significant revenue loss, the official
said.The official said that another major concern about the
proposed GST rate cuts is whether the benefits will get
passed on to the consumers or whether the gains will be
pocketed by manufacturers. “We studied over two dozen
items including some white goods that had seen rate cuts
earlier under GST. And we have found that customers have
hardly benefited from those rate cuts in the form of signifi-
cant price cuts, maybe just a reduction of Rs 1,000 or so,”
the official said.Major states warn of Rs 7,000-9,000 crore
annual loss under new GST structure

As per the GST reforms proposal, the government has
proposed a broad two-slab structure — 5 per cent and 18
per cent — in addition to a 40 per cent special rate for sin
and demerit goods. The special rate of 40 per cent would
be levied on only about 5-7 items as the Centre has pro-
posed shifting cement and white goods into the lower tax
bracket of 18 per cent.A few states have also expressed
concerns about the proposal on additional levy in the form
of excise by Centre to bridge the gap in tax incidence on
tobacco when the base rate for it would be brought down to
40 per cent. Last week, central government sources had
said tobacco, as a sin good, will continue to face the same
tax incidence of 88 per cent (28 per cent plus cess) that
exists today.Economists have estimated that the GST
changes-led general government revenue loss could be
around 0.4 per cent of GDP on an annualised basis, with
states expected to bear a disproportionate hit. “Our ballpark
estimates suggest that the proposed rate rationalisation
could cost the exchequer more than Rs 1.2 trillion on an
annualised basis (over 0.4 per cent of GDP). Assuming
implementation from October 2025, the FY26 fiscal impact
for general government finances owing to GST changes
would be around 0.2 per cent of GDP. Assuming gross loss
will be shared equally by the Centre and states, this would
imply gross revenue loss of around 0.1 per cent of GDP
from GST changes for the Centre, for FY26,” Madhavi Arora,
Chief Economist, Emkay Global Financial Services said in
a note.“This would put added pressure on the Centre’s gross
tax revenue — already trailing budgeted growth (GTR growth
for Q1 FY26 is tracking ~5% vs 13% BE), making the bud-
get estimate tax buoyancy of 1.1x appear too ambitious,”
she added.

Former diplomat Navtej Sarna: ‘Two-state
solution is dead. If Trump wants true peace,

he has to get real about Palestine issue’
It depends upon what you think were the objectives:

whether it was to avenge [the massacre of Israeli citizens
by Hamas] October 7 [2023]; the killing of the Hamas lead-
ership and destruction of its military infrastructure; release
of hostages; or to get Gaza vacated of Palestinians. The
Israeli military brass is saying that the military objectives
are over, essentially because all major Hamas leaders have
been killed, whether in Gaza or outside, and the ability of
Hamas to attack Israel has been significantly depleted for a
very, very long time.But it has not been eradicated. Now,
how does Hamas get eradicated? A very senior Israeli army
officer has said in an interview that Hamas can only be
eradicated once 100 per cent of the territory of Gaza is taken
over and there’s nobody there. That means when Gaza has
been ethnically cleansed, to put it bluntly. I think that quite
deliberately the goalposts have been kept movable. I don’t
think [Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu is going to say
that it’s all done and dusted and we’re walking off.

On the disproportionate Israeli response to the Octo-
ber 7 terrorist attackIt was expected that Israel would re-
spond disproportionately to the October 7 terrorist attack
because that is the Israeli doctrine. But I don’t think it was
imagined that this response would continue for 21 months
in the face of increasing international pressure. It has con-
tinued because of the real objective that Netanyahu prob-
ably has – which is not just revenge. The objective is to use
this opportunity to make sure that Gaza is taken over, that
Palestinians are put into a situation in which the entire para-
digm of the two-state solution becomes unachievable. If
Gaza becomes uninhabitable, where are the Palestinians
going to return to? And Israeli ministers have said as much.
If the US, both under [Joe] Biden and [Donald] Trump, had
wanted, this would have ended a very long time ago.Israel
has planned and practised this for years. With the first circle
of Hamas and Hezbollah degraded, and [Bashar al-]
Assad’s regime in Syria, which was another proxy of Iran,
ousted, there would never be a better window of opportu-
nity for Netanyahu. All he needed was the green signal from
the White House and he got it from Trump. Now Trump had
campaigned for America to stay away from forever wars
but this was an opportunity to take a huge amount of credit,
which he could not resist. He obviously thought that if some-
body has already done the heavy lifting, I can go in when
they really need me, make it short and sweet, claim victory
and [get] out, and that’s exactly what happened.It has now
emerged that he gave the green signal for the Israeli attack
in June and said that you’ll have my support if it goes well.
And it did go well, there were exceptionally effective air
strikes which completely took over the Iranian airspace and
the Israelis could hit everything at will.

It’s very difficult to assess exactly who did how much.
Jordan and possibly Saudi Arabia gave airspace clearance
but the other countries were a bit ambivalent because for
the last few years the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have
been trying to build bridges with Iran. But at the same time,
they don’t want a nuclear Iran, they don’t want an overpow-
ering Shia presence cutting across Sunni heartlands. This
ambivalence came out more post the conflict because Iran
attacked the US base in Qatar, and this was all signalled in
advance, there was nobody at the base. Iran had to do it to
save face and Qatar was warned but Qatar made a very
strong statement and then immediately the Iranians ex-
pressed regret. They also called up everybody else in the
region and expressed regret. So it was all a kind of well-
calibrated little cameo…But the fact remains that this con-
flict really does not help the other countries.They have been
in the last few years trying to concentrate on reforming them-
selves… Saudi Arabia is trying to change everything about
its image, the UAE has done a considerable amount,
normalisation with Israel under the Abraham Accords has
been done. Despite what’s happened in Gaza, none of them
has actually broken relations [with Israel] or gone back. This
conflict, particularly Gaza, has put a spanner in the
works.One, there is economic turmoil within Iran. The 12
days [of war] resulted in a substantial loss of oil revenue,
and a very large number of people could not get any in-
come. This builds on the unrest which is already there

among the poor, who are probably the strongest base of
the clerical regime. Two, politically, the leadership has piv-
oted away from its pan-Islamic revolutionary rhetoric. The
average Iranian has a positive view of the US. But now there
is also a growing sense that you can’t trust America. It is
that Iran was negotiating in good faith and [the US] walked
away and attacked us.This is another shift, more towards
nationalism. The average Iranian may want regime change
but they don’t want it [done] by foreign powers. If there is a
regime change, it will be done on their own terms, and by
themselves. This [war] would have also given rise to a very
strong lobby for a nuclear weapon. Because nobody says
anything to countries who have nuclear weapons… So this
may actually go the other way.

However, this is easier said than done because they
are completely penetrated in intelligence terms, and it would
be very difficult to pick up the fissile material if they still
have it, and to actually do what they need to weaponise. If
Iran were to walk out of the NPT (nuclear non-proliferation
treaty), it would be a good signal that they’ve figured out
that they can’t be a threshold state. At the moment the fo-
cus will be on the regime’s survival.A lot of the hand-wring-
ing [about Gaza] in Europe is [the] easing of their guilt for
the uncompromising support to Israel for decades, and also
domestic considerations.I think the two-state solution is
pretty much dead at the moment. The second state needs
land. It needs people to govern that land and Gaza is clearly
not something on which a Palestinian state will ever be al-
lowed by the Israelis. In fact, they are saying that a Pales-
tinian state is an existential threat to Israel. A majority in
[Israel’s] Parliament is in favour of annexation of the West
Bank. Unless there is a massive move by the US, by Donald
Trump to completely rejig the Middle East, it [the two-state
solution] is [only] a statement of intent.We have been fairly
consistent that we are not in favour of a humanitarian crisis
and the killing of civilians, we would like a two-state solu-
tion. We are very conscious of our very strong bilateral re-
lationship with Israel and, therefore, we have been treading
gently on this. But when even [Israel’s] allies or the Europe-
ans protest, when you are faced with a man-made famine
situation in the 21st century, then India, as the putative leader
of the Global South, will begin to speak up. As things get
more drastic, the Indian situation will be constantly under
review. When it comes to starvation, when it comes to
forced displacement of Palestinians which Israeli ministers
are talking about and which is a war crime, the situation will
have to be met with the appropriateness it deserves.The
ideal solution would be a two-state solution. Sending the
Palestinians away to another country is not a solution; it is
an admission that there is no solution. You need a rethink
within the Israeli leadership, the Palestinian leadership and
the American leadership, and only then can you have a true
two-state solution. The 2020 plan of Donald Trump was not
a true solution. Israel will never leave the West Bank, set-
tlers will continue, Jerusalem will be the capital of Israel…that
is not a solution. There has to be a deep rethink.
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The mental health of
pilots is the elephant in the room

Subsequent to the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau’s release of its preliminary report of the accident in-
volving an Air India Boeing 787 flight at Ahmedabad on June
12, 2025, there has been a lot of debate on social media
platforms and YouTube channels about pilot involvement.
This has, in turn, led to further discussion on the sensitive
topic of the mental health of pilots. While one should not in-
dulge in speculation about the cause of the accident until the
final report is published, there is no better time than now to
examine this topic, which is, unfortunately, considered
taboo.Though there have been at least 19 documented cases
of pilot suicides, where pilots used aircraft to end their own
lives and those of others, it was the Germanwings disaster
(flight 9525 in March 2015) which served as a wake-up call
about pilot mental health. In this accident, the investigation
revealed that the captain had left the cockpit and the copilot
used this time to fly the Airbus A320 into a mountain killing
all 150 passengers on board.Factors in the life of a pilot

Pilots, by nature, are a group of people who will not
accept any form of human weakness willingly and will in-
stead opt to bear the rough ride and hide their pain. Added to
this are the consequences of any voluntary disclosure, which
could mean the end of the pilot’s career. In addition to the
normal stressors that the general public are exposed to, there
are other factors unique to the profession which place un-
due demands both on a pilot at the physiological level and
the psychological level. In the course of their job, pilots are
expected to “sleep to order” in unfamiliar locations that are
spread across various time zones. However, this is next to
impossible and, obviously, results in long periods of wake-
fulness and sleep debt. Frequent changes in the roster also
disturb a pilot’s work-life balance, in turn affecting relation-
ships with other members of the pilot’s family. In addition,
escalating training costs and stagnant salaries impose fi-
nancial pressures. With the widespread use of social me-
dia, people in general are exposed to more depressing
events. These affect all of us — pilots are also human be-
ings and, therefore, not immune to it. The stress of modern
living in cities also throws up its own set of challenges.A
study by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health,
U.S. (which included Joseph G. Allen, Associate Professor
of Exposure Assessment Science), titled “Airplane pilot
mental health and suicidal thoughts”, conducted a cross-
sectional descriptive study using an anonymous web-based

survey. Analysis of the study showed that 12.6% of the pi-
lots who answered the survey crossed the threshold of cri-
teria for having depression, and an astonishing 4.1% said
they considered suicide within the preceding two
weeks.Airline operators can play a major role in alleviating
the stress on aircrew. For example, there can be policies
that allow pilots to proceed on paid leave when going through
life-changing events such as divorce, the loss of a loved
one, attending to a sick child or even taking care of a child
who has learning difficulties. The majority of pilots have a
high degree of resilience and it will only be a very small mi-
nority who may opt for leave citing such circumstances —
this is not going to cause a dent in the finances of the com-
pany. A minor short-term issue can be prevented from es-
calating into a serious problem.

Though there is no evidence that the captain of the
Malaysian Airlines flight, MH370 (March 2014), committed
suicide, it was reported that he had marital problems and
was living a lonely life. Airlines should have very active peer
support programmes that are managed solely by pilot
groups. The social stigma associated with this should be
removed and steps should be taken to improve the trust
between aviation medical specialists and the pilots. Another
very pragmatic approach is to permit pilots diagnosed with
certain conditions to continue flying as long as they receive
treatment. It is better to know and monitor than not knowing.
A person could function very safely with aviation-approved
medication and regular follow up. As the Federal Air Sur-
geon of the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said
in 2022, “Early treatment is a win-win: the person gets help
more quickly; typically, the symptoms are less severe and
obtaining a special issuance is more likely to be
successful.”In the United States, the FAA has finally acknowl-
edged that there is a problem and recently established a
Mental Health and Aviation Medical Clearances Aviation
Rulemaking Committee which is expected to make major
changes.Changes in the systemIndia’s regulator, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), should adopt a very
progressive attitude towards finding a solution. Requiring
pilots to undergo detailed mental health tests will only be
counterproductive and impose more mental burdens on the
pilots. There are severe limitations in objectively assessing
mental health and if the test is subjective without specific
criteria, it will only open up more issues. People with mental
health conditions might go without being diagnosed and oth-
ers could be misdiagnosed. The most pragmatic solution
will be to educate pilots to recognise signs of depression in
their colleagues. Flight instructors can be an important link
in this as they get to see the difficulties experienced by train-
ees much before other peers.The Union Ministry of Health
should also enact legislation defining rules that require health-
care providers to inform the appropriate authorities when a
patient’s health is very likely to impact public safety, while,
at the same time, protecting the patient’s personal/private
data from unnecessary disclosure. While we may not be
able to completely eliminate the risk, we can effectively
manage the risks by a balanced approach and following best
practices.

Bumrah, Siraj, Akash Deep: how well-stocked
 is Indian Test cricket’s pace cupboard?

“It takes 20 wickets to win Test matches,” is an oft-
repeated dictum pertaining to cricket’s oldest format.It is a
statement that serves to underline the importance of bowlers
in the five-day version. But when both teams take 20 wick-
ets each, as England and India did in a humdinger at Lord’s,
there has to be a winner and a loser. At the famous venue
in London, England won and India lost.Among the many
aspects that will hurt Shubman Gill’s men about the heart-
break in the final session of the final day, it is this that should
rankle the most. The fact that the Indian bowlers stepped
up to take 20 wickets, bundling England out for just 192 in
its second innings, and yet went down by 22 runs to trail 1-
2 in the series.

The bowling display was a classic case of an attack
being more than the sum of its parts. Each of the six bowlers,
including batting all-rounder Nitish Kumar, returned at least
a wicket. And they restricted England’s run-rate, usually
above four per over in the Bazball era, to 3.44 and 3.08 in
the first and second innings respectively. Although the two-
paced nature of the Lord’s pitch contributed, there was re-
ally no let-up in pressure from both ends. Jasprit Bumrah,
the mesmerising master of modern-day fast-bowling, led
the way. Discounting the oddity that India has lost both Tests
he has played in this series, he has lived up to his billing as
he invariably does. His 12 scalps in just two appearances,
one behind Mohammed Siraj (13 in three) in the list of high-
est wicket-takers, already include two five-fors. Despite
being confronted with largely benign surfaces — a stark
departure from India’s previous tours of the Old Blighty —
and Dukes balls that have gone soft and out of shape after
the first 25-30 overs, the pace spearhead has consistently
posed a wicket-taking threat.Bumrah’s sui generis bowling
action, the hyperextension of the right arm, the braced front
leg and the release point — closer to the batter than the
norm — tend to be attributed often as key factors for his
brilliance. But perhaps not emphasised as much is his sheer
skill and consistency: he is relentlessly accurate in nailing
the right lengths and delivers with a perfectly canted seam
owing to an impeccable wrist position that enables him to
swing the ball either way in suitable surroundings.

As peerless as Bumrah is, however, there is no get-
ting away from the reality that the 31-year-old is not going
to be available for every Test, given his history of back inju-
ries. He will only play one of the remaining two Tests in this
series.With that known, it is all the more significant that Siraj
and Akash Deep have pulled their weight in the last two
Tests. Particularly at Edgbaston, with Bumrah resting after
the hard grind at Headingley, they were heroic, sharing 17
wickets between them in a 336-run victory. Siraj silenced
his detractors with figures of six for 70 in the first essay.
Akash had his moment of recognition in the final innings,
snaring six for a 10-wicket match-haul.Curious record

Siraj’s performance at Edgbaston drew attention to a
rather curious record: in 24 Tests with Bumrah, he has taken
73 wickets at an average of 33.56. In 15 Tests without his
senior teammate, he has claimed 40 scalps at 26. Apart
from Siraj perhaps not getting his preferred end to bowl from
while playing with Bumrah, this may just be a peculiar sta-
tistic that shouldn’t be read into for definitive conclusions.
What can be said with some assertiveness is simply that
Siraj is a very good bowler. With or without Bumrah.In tan-
dem: Over the last two Tests, Akash Deep and Mohammed
Siraj have shown they can play key roles in taking 20 oppo-
sition wickets, with or without Bumrah.Among the 31-year-
old’s virtues are a nippy outswinger and a wobble-seam
delivery that cuts back sharply into right-handers. That he
has a fiercely competitive streak and operates at full inten-
sity all day long without complaint help as well.If one had to

cast a critical gaze, a dash of inconsistency may be behind
his merely satisfactory output of 113 wickets after 39 Tests
at 30.88. But Siraj would argue that he hasn’t had the rub of
the green in recent matches. At Lord’s alone, he witnessed
K.L. Rahul drop Jamie Smith on five off his bowling and a
close leg-before appeal against Joe Root turned down.

Beyond Bumrah and Siraj, though, there seems to be
a slight drop-off in quality in Indian cricket’s pace cupboard.
Though Akash put all his experience of toiling away on un-
responsive pitches in First Class cricket to good use at
Edgbaston, it remains to be seen whether the 28-year-old
can handle the onerous exertions of Test cricket. He did
hobble off the field in the second innings at Lord’s and didn’t
bowl again.In style and approach, Akash is perhaps the clos-
est among the newer crop of fast men to Mohammed Shami.
Besides playing for Bengal in the domestic circuit, they gal-
lop to the crease, extract seam movement and generally
hit a length that keeps the stumps in play.Unclear future: In
peak shape, Mohammed Shami is a boost to any bowling
attack.

But the decision makers have doubts about his dura-
bility in the longest format.Which brings us to Shami him-
self. Soon to turn 35, he made his ODI comeback against
England in February after recovering from an ankle sur-
gery and knee trouble, and starred in the victorious Cham-
pions Trophy campaign in Dubai. But his appearances in
whites stand at 64, having last featured in the 2023 World
Test Championship final against Australia. In peak shape,
Shami is a boost to any bowling attack, but persistent injury
concerns, as chief selector Ajit Agarkar said when the squad
was picked, led to doubts about his durability to last five
Tests.With Shami obviously not getting any younger, his
Test future may depend on how the likes of Prasidh Krishna,
Arshdeep Singh and Harshit Rana fare. If they are able to
impress over the next year or so, the veteran could find the
door shut. So far, though, Prasidh and Harshit haven’t made
a very strong case, and Arshdeep remains untested with
the red cherry.

The importance of the supporting cast finding its feet
at the highest level cannot be overstated, for a robust, well-
rounded pace attack is a must for India to thrive in all condi-
tions. A glance at recent history is instructive. In Virat Kohli’s
tenure as skipper, India competed regularly away from home
only because Bumrah, Shami, Ishant Sharma and Umesh
Yadav found their bearings at the same time. When India
last won a Test series in England in 2007 under Rahul
Dravid’s captaincy, Zaheer Khan, R.P. Singh and S.
Sreesanth were a trio at the top of their game.There is no
magic potion, of course, to expedite the progress of the
young pacers, but that is a discussion for the think-tank at
a slightly later date. With Bumrah and Siraj leading the pack
for now, Gill will just want his bowlers to back up their good
work at Lord’s and take 20 wickets in India’s next Test at
Old Trafford. After all, it takes 20 wickets to win Test

Gujarat bridges are falling down

For years, Sonalben Ramesh Padhiyar, 32, and
Ramesh, 32, the parents of four girls, had prayed for a son.
Their wish — in a country that still prefers sons over daugh-
ters — came true two years ago when Sonal gave birth to a
boy, Naitik. The couple were elated and decided that they
would go to the Bapa Sitaram temple in Bagdana village of
Bhavnagar district in Gujarat to thank the saint, Bapa
Sitaram, for answering their prayers. They never got around
to doing this until July 9. That morning, the two of them got
into a car with Naitik, their 4-year-old daughter, Vedika, and
three relatives, and set out from Dariyapur in Vadodara
district.Five kilometres from their house was the four-de-
cade-old Mujpur-Ghambira bridge, which had repeatedly
been flagged as structurally unsafe by the residents of
Vadodara.A trembling Sonal recalls the moments they drove
over the bridge and a part of it gave way. “I was sitting in the
rear seat,” she says. “When we were on the bridge, the car
suddenly plunged into the Mahisagar river below. After we
hit the water, I somehow managed to smash the rear wind-
shield and get out. I stood on top of the sinking car and
clutched some cables that were dangling from the bridge. I
held onto them and screamed for help for nearly two hours.”

Sonal was the only family member to survive the inci-
dent. The tragedy, which the Gujarat government said oc-
curred owing to structural failure, claimed 20 lives and left
four injured. One person remains missing.Sitting on the floor
of a relative’s house with one bandaged arm and a bruised
forehead and legs, Sonal says she screamed, “Bachao!
Maro dikro doobi gayo, maro gharwalo doobi gayo (Save
me! My son has drowned; my husband has drowned)”.
Bystanders on the riverbank and the remaining portion of
the bridge recorded videos of her, but no one came to her
rescue. A video showing her pleading with onlookers to save
her family went viral online.Sonal is grief-stricken and also
worried. As Ramesh was the sole breadwinner of the fam-
ily, she says she will now have to figure a way of providing
for her three remaining daughters and ageing in-laws. Pull-
ing her ghunghat (head covering) over her head, she cries
remembering how help arrived late. “By then the river had
nothing to give me back except bodies,” she says.Sonalben
Ramesh Padhiyar managed to save herself but lost her hus-
band, son, and daughter in the bridge collapse.The Vadodara
district collector, Anil Dhameliya, says rescue teams re-
covered 12 bodies and rescued five people on the day of
the tragedy. The following day, they retrieved six more bod-
ies. On the third day, they recovered one body. One of the
injured victims died during treatment.The Mujpur-Ghambira
bridge serves as a vital link between central Gujarat and
the Saurashtra region to the west. Construction of the bridge
began in 1981, and it was officially opened to the public in
1985. It is an 832-metre-long bridge with 23 spans. (A span
is the horizontal space between two supports of a struc-
ture.) Many commuters, especially heavy vehicles, pre-
ferred using this bridge, which helped them bypass the toll
on the Ahmedabad-Vadodara Expressway. With the bridge
closed after the incident, the only way to reach Saurashtra
from central Gujarat is now through Vasad town, an extra
50 km.Dhameliya says the bridge collapsed at around 7.40
a.m. “The community was the first responder. The police
and ambulances reached within 10 minutes of the incident.
Rescue teams arrived at the site by 8.20 a.m.,” he says.
Officials say it took some more time to rescue the
survivors.In 2017, the Opposition Congress and many resi-
dents of Vadodara flagged concerns regarding the safety of
the bridge. They say they had also called for a ban on heavy
vehicles on the bridge. “The bridge had developed cracks
and shook whenever a heavy vehicle passed,” says dis-
trict panchayat member, Harshadsinh Parmar.Sonal’s fa-
ther-in-law, Ravjibhai, 72, says they begged the government
to repair the “crumbling bridge”, but their requests were ig-
nored. Ravjibhai has lost not only his son and two grand-
children, but also his two sons-in-law and a distant relative
in the tragedy.“Ramesh was my only son. Naitik was born
after years of prayers,” Ravjibhai says as he greets rela-
tives, residents, and local leaders who have come to offer
their condolences. “My wife was in shock on receiving the
news and collapsed. She had to be hospitalised. My entire
family is gone and the government is responsible for the
incident,” he says.Dhameliya accepts that residents had
repeatedly raised concerns about the bridge’s deteriorating
condition with local officers. “While some repair work had
been carried out, the State government had also proposed
constructing a new bridge after visits from technical teams,”
he says.In response to initial findings of negligence, Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel suspended four officials from
the Roads and Buildings (R&B) Department. “Wherever
lapses have come to light, action has been taken. The gov-
ernment will not hesitate to take further necessary mea-
sures,” said Patel, who holds the R&B Department
portfolio.State Health Minister Rushikesh Patel, who is also
a government spokesperson, said that a high-level probe
was being conducted by the R&B Department. “As per the
committee’s initial findings, the collapse occurred due to
‘crushing of the pedestal and articulation’,” the Minister said,
without offering any further explanation. He said that a de-

tailed report would be submitted to the Chief Minister within
30 days.Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bhupendra Patel
announced ex gratia amounts of ?2 lakh and ?4 lakh, re-
spectively, for the families of the deceased, and ?50,000
for each injured person.On July 13, the Chief Minister ap-
proved ?212 crore for the construction of a new two-lane
bridge over the Mahisagar river, which will run parallel to
the collapsed structure. He says the project will be com-
pleted in 18 months.Ignoring concernsOn the third day af-
ter the incident, National Disaster Response Force person-
nel continue to carry out rescue operations with quiet deter-
mination. Some of them wade waist-deep in the water, oth-
ers carry stretchers, and a few board inflatable boats to
continue the search for the missing. Officers oversee the
operations from a tent put up on the banks of the river.When
one of the teams brings back a body, Parmar points to-
wards it and says, “This could have been prevented if the
bridge had been closed to vehicles years ago. In so-called
progressive Gujarat, it is taking them more than three days
to carry out rescue operations.”Social activist Lakhan
Darbar, founder of a group called Yuva Sena in Vadodara,
says the issue of safety first gained attention in August 2022.
Parmar, who is also a Yuva Sena member, submitted a
written complaint about the bridge’s condition to officials from
the R&B Department and provided representations to the
district collector.“There was no response to Parmar’s com-
plaint and representations,” he says. “So I took it up with a
department officer. He acknowledged the risks, but no ac-
tion followed.”Darbar also shares an audio recording of his
conversation with the R&B department officer. In the clip,
Darbar is heard saying that the department should either
repair or reconstruct the bridge given the dangers it posed
to commuters. “People’s lives are in danger but no action
has been taken yet. We will sit on a fast if steps are not
taken,” he is heard saying.The officer is heard responding
that a survey by a private consultant had also flagged con-
cerns. He admits that the bridge may not last much longer.
“Even we believe that the bridge may not survive for long...
how can we just shut the bridge? We have informed our
superiors. A proposal to either rebuild or strengthen the
structure has been sent. Our design team will inspect it,”
the official says.Where the light has gone out

Bamangam is located on one side of the bridge. There
are no street lights here. Villagers use torches and mobile
phones at night to navigate their way.Jayantibhai Rathod, a
daily wage worker, sits outside his house in near-total dark-
ness. His son, Atul, 21, had lost his life in the bridge col-
lapse. Two other men from the village, Mohan Chavda and
Dilip Padiyar, also died in the incident. All three of them were
travelling together on a motorcycle to Mujpur to report for
work at their respective companies, says Rathod.He says
Atul had joined a pharmaceutical company after a month-
long internship only six days before the incident. “All my
three children studied at night using lanterns. Atul studied
very hard and we were thrilled when he got the job. I was
relieved that he would share familial responsibilities. But god
took him away,” says Rathod.About 200 m from Rathod’s
house is Mohan Chavda’s house at the edge of a village
pond. It is locked. When the hospital handed over Mohan’s
body to his family, they took it to his brother’s house, which
was safer and easier to reach.“We got our daughter mar-
ried in February and had to repay a loan of ?1.75 lakh. Mohan
was planning to withdraw part of his provident fund to clear
the debt and had been anxious about it,” says his wife,
Sitaben.The Opposition parties in Gujarat have remained
united in their condemnation of the BJP government. Former
Chief Minister Shankersinh Vaghela launched a scathing
attack against the government, claiming that the tragedy is
the “price of the BJP’s 30-year misrule.” Congress leaders
Amit Chavda and Manish Doshi demanded a high-level ju-
dicial probe, and Supriya Shrinate said that the “hollow
‘Gujarat Model’ is another name for corruption”. The Aam
Aadmi Party’s Isudan Gadhvi called it “a man-made
disaster.”The Trinamool Congress also criticised the gov-
ernment, recalling that a British-era suspension bridge in
Morbi, Gujarat, had collapsed three years ago, killing at least
135 people. The party questioned the State’s infrastructure
and called for accountability. “Is this the much-celebrated
“Gujarat Model” that PM @narendramodi continues to
champion? Will this too be dismissed as an ‘Act of God’ or
will you finally accept it for what it is: AN ACT OF FRAUD!”
said its post on X.At least six bridges have collapsed since
2021 in Gujarat. The Morbi incident took place in 2022. In
June 2023, a newly constructed bridge on the Mindhola river
in Tapi district collapsed; no casualties were reported. In
September that year, four people were injured when a por-
tion of an old bridge on the Bhogavo river in Surendranagar
district gave way after a 40-tonne dumper attempted to cross
it. In August 2024, a small bridge over the Bhogavo river,
connecting Habiyasar village to Chotila town in
Surendranagar, collapsed due to sudden water discharge
from an overflowing dam. No fatalities were reported.Out of
the 7,000 bridges in the State that have been surveyed, the
government has identified the ones that need repairs or need
to be reconstructed, Minister Patel said.Since the incident,
the government has shut down five bridges — two in Morbi
district and three in Surendranagar district — on the
Narmada canal network. Authorities have also restricted
heavy vehicle movement on four bridges and listed 36 oth-
ers for urgent repairs. After the collapse, the Sardar Sarovar
Narmada Nigam Limited, which oversees the canal sys-
tem, conducted technical assessments of over 2,110
bridges located across national highways, State highways,
and rural roads.Parmar is unimpressed. “They have de-
cided to construct a new bridge only after all these lives
were lost. They ignored repeated requests from the locals
to check these bridges. Will this government respond to
people’s concerns only after deaths occur,” he asks.

After U.S. labels The Resistance Front
as global terror outfit, China calls for stronger

regional anti-terror cooperation
“China calls on regional countries to enhance

counterterrorism cooperation and jointly maintain regional
security and stability,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said. Photo credit: X/@MFA_China“China calls on re-
gional countries to enhance counterterrorism cooperation
and jointly maintain regional security and stability,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said. Photo credit: X/
@MFA_ChinaChina on Friday (July 18, 2025) called on re-
gional countries to enhance counter terrorism cooperation
to safeguard regional security, in a guarded reaction to the
U.S. designating The Resistance Front, a proxy of Paki-
stan-based Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), as a foreign terrorist
organisation for its involvement in the Pahalgam terror
attack.“China firmly opposes all forms of terrorism and
strongly condemns the terrorist attack that occurred on April
22,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian told a media
briefing here on Friday (July 18, 2025) when asked about
the U.S. State Department's statement designating TRF as
a Foreign Terrorist Organisation.“China calls on regional

countries to enhance counterterrorism cooperation and
jointly maintain regional security and stability,” he said.In a
statement, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio earlier said
the Department of State is designating the TRF as a For-
eign Terrorist Organisation and Specially Designated Glo-
bal Terrorist (SDGT).The U.S. designation of TRF was ex-
pected to have its echo in the U.N. Security Council, espe-
cially the 1267 Committee of the UNSC, an important
counter terrorism mechanism that designates terrorists and
their organisations.Several Pakistani terrorist groups and
individuals are listed under the UN Security Council's 1267
sanctions regime, which imposes asset freezes, travel
bans, and arms embargoes. These include LeT, Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), and Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), along with
key figures like Hafiz Saeed and Masood Azhar.Highlighting
the importance of the U.S. designation of TRF as a terrorist
group, Pakistan's daily Dawn said in its report that
Thursday’s statement from the State Department seemed
to echo India’s viewpoint,
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Direct US tariff impact on India’s growth may be
overstated for now, but high employment-intensiveness

of US-focused trade sectors a looming worry

Waterlogged roads every monsoon: The science behind
road laying and drainage construction offers a fix

As the India-US negotiations for a trade deal are now
on ice, analysts predict that the tariff impact on India’s growth
trajectory and on the country’s corporate sector might be
overstated, but risk of second-order effects from existing
tariffs could be rising. A US-India trade deal, if secured,
would lower these risks.A senior government official said
that given the relatively low weightage of US exports in
India’s GDP, at under 2 per cent, the impact on the economy
is perhaps overblown. Also, some key exports from India
are still out of the tariff impact, including pharmaceuticals
shipments. It remains to be seen if that status continues
going forward, given the hard position taken by White House
Trade Advisor Peter Navarro, who, in a sharply-worded
opinion piece in The Financial Times wrote that New Delhi
was “now cozying up to both Russia and China” and that “if
India wants to be treated as a strategic partner of the US, it
needs to start acting like one”.The government official quoted
above indicated that there are no talks with the US, not even
any backchannel negotiations to dial down the tensions. The
American negotiators’ scheduled visit to India during the
second half of August has effectively been put off indefi-
nitely.

The US is India’s largest export market. According to
rating agency Fitch, there is only “a minimal direct tariff im-
pact” on Indian IT service companies and domestically fo-
cused sectors such as upstream and downstream oil and
gas, cement and building materials, engineering and con-
struction, telecoms, and utilities. If US tariffs are, however,
sustained at levels significantly higher than in other Asian
markets, there could be moderate downside risks to India’s
growth projection of 6.5 per cent in FY26, it said. This, ac-
cording to Fitch, would weigh on the operating performance
of more Indian companies and India’s corporates could be
affected if US tariffs divert supplies to other markets, which
could present downside risks to the domestic price assump-
tions made by the rating agency for some products, such
as steel and chemicals.The problem, though, is that while
the tariff impact on Indian companies might be limited, the
employment intensiveness of India’s export sectors that are
focused on the US market, including sectors such as tex-
tiles and garments, leather, gems and jewellery, engineer-
ing goods and electronics, is disproportionately high, and
that is a worry for policymakers. Much of these sectors are
dominated by small and medium enterprises and their labour
intensiveness is typically higher than corporates while their
ability to cope with an external shock of this kind is way
lower than big companies.Another senior government offi-
cial said the impact of reforms to India’s foreign trade sec-

tors and a broader reforms push, if done well, could im-
prove overall growth prospects. The Finance Ministry Mon-
day notified the elimination of 11 per cent duty on cotton
imports with immediate effect amid widespread fears of job
losses in the textile sector due to the US tariffs.The govern-
ment said that the elimination of import duty on cotton as
well as Agriculture Infrastructure and Development Cess
(AIDC) “is necessary in the public interest” and that notifi-
cation will come “into force with effect from August 19, and
shall remain in force up to and inclusive of September 30”.
The textile sector is expected to be hardest hit sector due
to steep US tariffs as American is a key market for Indian
ready-made garment exports; its share in India’s total gar-
ment exports in 2024 stood at 33 per cent, as per the Ap-
parel Export Promotion Council. Also, a consumption push
from the proposed GST cuts, if executed as planned, could
also help.

According to estimates compiled by New Delhi-based
GTRI, labour-intensive sectors contributed over $14.3 bil-
lion to India’s exports to the US in FY25, including garments
($5.33 billion), textiles and carpets ($2.38 billion), made-ups
and worn clothing ($2.95 billion), leather ($795 million), foot-
wear ($461 million), ceramics and stoneware ($1.55 billion),
and wood and paper articles ($823 million). These sectors
are dominated by small and medium enterprises and are
major employment generators in Indian states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Gujarat.The break-
down in trade talks with the US assumes significance as
President Donald Trump has announced 50 per cent tariffs
on Indian products — the highest on any country globally.
While 25 per cent US tariffs on India have already kicked
in, government officials have said the levy of another 25
per cent could come into effect on August 27.The India-US
trade deal has been stuck over India’s long-standing stance
of protecting Indian farmers in every trade agreement New
Delhi has entered into. However, the US under Trump is
not only prioritising market access for its agricultural prod-
ucts but also renegotiating deals to get market access for
it’s agri products.Fitch Ratings said that while India-based
corporates generally have low direct exposure to US tar-
iffs, sectors that are currently unaffected, including phar-
maceuticals, could be hit by further US tariff announce-
ments. The risk of second-order effects from existing tar-
iffs is also rising, which would be mitigated by a US-India
trade deal, if secured.

India’s direct automotive exports to the US, including
parts, are limited, it said, adding that America is a key ex-
port destination for Indian pharmaceutical companies. Fitch
said it currently assumes “a minimal direct tariff impact” on
Indian IT service companies and domestically focused sec-
tors such as upstream and downstream oil and gas, ce-
ment and building materials, engineering and construction,
telecoms, and utilities.“However, if US tariffs are sustained
at levels significantly higher than in other Asian markets,
we see moderate downside risks to our projection that the
economy will grow by 6.5 per cent in FY26. This would weigh
on the operating performance of more Indian companies.
India’s corporates could also be affected if US tariffs divert
supply to other markets, including India, as this could present
downside risks to our domestic price assumptions for some
products, such as steel and chemicals,” it said.

Waterlogging in Indian cities: Every monsoon, a down-
pour is followed by the same scene playing out across most
of urban India — knee-deep water on roads, long traffic
jams, stranded vehicles afloat in the waterlogged areas and
sometimes even the death of commuters and pedestrians.
Just a single bout of heavy rain exposes the big gap in the
very foundational infrastructure of Delhi-NCR or any city
across India — their roads and drains. In suburbs such as
Gurugram, touted as a showpiece of India’s economic prow-
ess, most roads periodically turn into waterways.

While there are many factors that lead to water log-
ging in an area, whether the construction of the road and its
drainage system was done in a scientific manner holds
prime importance. Indian Road Congress (IRC), the pre-
mier technical body of highway engineers, has laid down
codes and standards for road, highway and drainage
construction.According to the IRC, a road drainage system
must satisfy two main criteria for it to be effective through-
out its design life — it must drain surface and subsurface
water away from the roadway and dispose it off in a way
that prevents excessive collection of water in unstable ar-
eas and subsequent downstream erosion. The drainage sys-
tem should be designed in line with the IRC codes namely
IRC:SP:42-2014 (Guidelines on Rural Drainage),
IRC:SP:50-2013 (Guidelines on Urban Drainage) and
IRC:SP-90-2023 (Manual for Grade Separators and El-
evated Structures). In addition, the Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways’ (MoRTH) specifications for Road and
Bridges (5th Revision) under clauses 309 and 704 provide
the framework for effective surface and subsurface
drainage.Put together, these clauses and criteria serve as
a comprehensive guideline for designing, constructing, and
maintaining urban road drainage systems.The IRC guide-
lines for urban drainage, which were first published in 1999
and revised in 2013, list out a total of seven key structures
and their parameters or specifications for an effective drain-
age system integrated with the roads and highways. These
elements are:

In the road surface drainage element, according to the
IRC, the minimum desirable longitudinal gradient for satis-
factory drainage of pavement shall not be less than 0.50
per cent. A 0.50 percent gradient means that for every 100
m of horizontal distance, the elevation changes by 0.5 m.
In practical terms, a 0.50 per cent gradient is a relatively
gentle slope. It’s enough to allow water to drain off the pave-
ment surface.The guidelines further say that a minimum
longitudinal gradient of 0.30 per cent is necessary to facili-
tate the flow of water inside drains, with outlets (such as
bridges, culverts, ponds, nallas) provided at required inter-
vals to restrict drain depth.

Similarly, in case of transverse ‘Gradient of Pavement
or Camber’, a balance is required between steep gradients
for quick dispersal and flatter gradients for driver comfort
and safety. The report says that a cross slope of 2 per cent
— a gentle tilt of the road surface from the centerline to the
edge — will have a minimal effect on driver comfort or ve-
hicle stability. It means for every 100 ft of road width, the
elevation change would be 2 ft.It also says that shoulders
should be sloped to drain away from the pavement, with
cross-falls of at least 0.5 per cent steeper than the pave-
ment and paved footpaths should have a cross-fall of 3 to 4

per cent, sloping away from the carriageway. The cross-
fall on a road, or the camber, is essentially the transverse
slope of the road surface, or the slope from the center of
the road towards the edges.When water level increases on
the road, the drainage capacity of the tyre tread pattern and
pavement surface is exceeded and the water begins to build
up in front of the tyre, the occurrence of this phenomenon is
called hydroplaning. Hydroplaning can occur at speeds of
80-90 kmph with a water depth of 2 mm, and can force
vehicles to skid and trigger accidents. The report says that
the effective drainage construction will reduce the hydro-
planing potential of the road surface.In the road surface
drainage element, according to the IRC, the minimum de-
sirable longitudinal gradient for satisfactory drainage of pave-
ment shall not be less than 0.50 per cent. In the road sur-
face drainage element, according to the IRC, the minimum
desirable longitudinal gradient for satisfactory drainage of
pavement shall not be less than 0.50 per cent.Urban drain-
age systems, an official said referring to the IRC Code,
should be designed to promote infiltration of storm water
into the ground starting from street-level drains and con-
tinuing through tertiary, secondary, and primary drains. This
can be achieved by redesigning existing drainage cross-
sections and providing filter mediums (e.g., gravel, sand,
perforated polyester fabric like geotextile) or filter beds at
alternate junctions, according to the guidelines.“For efficient
functioning of the storm water drainage system, certain
appurtenant structures are essential. Storm water drain in-
lets are used to collect run-off and discharge it to the drain-
age system. These are the devices meant to admit the sur-
face runoff to the drain and form a very important part of the
system. Their locations and design shall, therefore, be given
careful consideration. Inlets are typically located in gutter
sections, paved medians, roadside and median ditches,”
says the IRC code.Rainwater on flyovers should be drained
through an efficient piping network (down-take pipes or
pipes embedded in piers) to rainwater harvesting systems
or drains, avoiding direct discharge onto the road below.
Valley curve areas where ramps meet ground level should
have finger plate drains across the pavement.The underly-
ing pavement should have a downward longitudinal gradi-
ent towards the valley junction for efficient discharge into
the edge drain. The junction level should be slightly higher
than meeting roads to direct water to traffic islands (which
can act as rain gardens) and then to the main drainage
system.The IRC code also suggests drainage through
pumping in low-lying areas, underpasses, roads under
bridges, and certain flyovers where storm water cannot flow
by gravity.

If you use contact lenses, here’s what you need
to know to keep your eyes safe and healthy

If you wear contact lenses, then you know that they
are a convenient and pleasing alternative to spectacles.
While they are generally safe, it is advisable to practice
caution while sleeping, swimming, during monsoon season,
and even while travelling, say experts. The contact lens
market in India is evolving and growing rapidly. According
to figures from the data-gathering platform Statista, India’s
contact lens market is growing both in revenue and vol-
ume. Revenue in the contact lenses market amounted to
$183.52 million in 2025 and the volume is expected to reach
171.2 million pieces by 2029.Reasons for growth

According to Bhuvan Chanana, head and senior con-
sultant, Retina Services, Bharti Eye Foundation and Hospi-
tal, “Cases of myopia are increasing in children and the sole
reason today is the sudden increase in screentime both for
entertainment and educational purposes.”Myopia is a vi-
sion condition in which people can see close objects clearly,
but objects farther away appear blurred and, the condition
is becoming increasingly common in children, say doctors.
Aeshal Fatima, a 21-year-old law student started wearing
contact lenses while she was in school. Replacing spec-
tacles with lenses was a huge relief for her. “The lenses
were hassle free and gave me confidence in my appear-
ance. I started wearing lenses at the age of 15 during a
school function and there was no going back,” she says,
adding however, that incidence of small tears or losing a
lens are issues one has to learn to deal with.Doctors say
that while lenses are a go-to choice for youngsters and older
adults alike, they come with some small risks. While many
enjoy the ease of wearing contact lenses, sometimes, their
proper care and maintenance is overlooked.What are the
risk factors for lens wearers and what preventive measures
can be taken?Unhygienic practices lead to infections. If you
do not clean, care and disinfect your contact lenses cor-
rectly, you have a high chance of contracting an eye infec-
tion.

According to the U.S Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention, “contact lens wear is linked to higher risk of
keratitis or inflammation of the cornea”. This can occur when
germs invade the cornea and often happens when contact
lenses are worn for too long or are not cared for correctly.
Although the risk is minimal, this might even lead to blind-
ness or the need for corneal transplants in some cases.
Other complications can be dry eyes, allergies including
contact lens-induced allergies. The American Academy of
Ophthalmology lists sleeping in contact lenses, microbes
build up under the lens and not keeping lenses or cases
clean, or reusing or topping off contact lens solution as some
major reasons for eye infections. The monsoon
problemThere is a higher risk of eye infections for contact
lens wearers during the monsoon season. Rainwater is of-
ten contaminated with bacteria, so, doctors say that it may
be better to wear glasses while walking or driving in the
rain. On the practice of wearing lenses while swimming or
during rains, experts advise caution. “It is advisable to not
wear lenses at all or wear daily disposable lenses while
swimming or when out in the rain,” says Dr. Bhuvan
Chanana. “One should be very careful with hygiene prac-
tices and always wash hands with soap and water and use
a clean towel before touching contact lenses,” he says,
adding that expiry dates must always be checked to avoid
any complications. Rashmi Shirwant, consultant ophthal-
mologist at Manipal Hospital, Goa, explains that “people are
more susceptible to infections such as conjunctivitis if they
are swimming with contact lenses”. So, it is advisable to
“wear proper eye gear and protect contact lenses from
water.”Prioritise care

Experts also advise caution while travelling and sleep-
ing. Dr. Rashmi emphasises that “wearing contacts over-
night is a bad idea. When the whole cornea is covered with
a contact lens, the cornea may swell up, which can lead to
infections.”Users of coloured lenses should be cautious too.
Wearing coloured lenses, a trend fashionable about a de-
cade ago, has come back into fashion, with social media
promoting its use as well. The risks associated with
coloured lenses are not very different from regular contacts.
However, “when you buy coloured contacts from a store,
you may not know about their quality approvals or they may
not be the right fit which can lead to scratches on your eye
and may increase the chance of infections,” says Dr.
Rashmi. The American Academy of Ophthalmology states
that the chemicals used to colour over-the-counter tinted
contact lenses include chlorine and can be toxic to eyes.
Whether you are new to using contact lenses or are using
them for cosmetic purposes, proper care and hygiene are
key.

Why that old pressure cooker could be
poisoning your food with lead: A doctor

explains how it impacts your body
Research shows that older aluminum models of pres-

sure cookers, particularly when made from unregulated
metal sources, can allow lead to seep into food during
cooking.Research shows that older aluminum models of
pressure cookers, particularly when made from unregulated
metal sources, can allow lead to seep into food during cook-
ing. (Source: Wikimedia Commons)Recently, a man in
Mumbai was diagnosed with lead poisoning after eating food
prepared in a 20-year-old pressure cooker. Last year too,
authorities in Tamil Nadu had analysed cookers at large-
scale food preparation sites such as hostels and meal
programmes and found them to contain traces of lead. Pres-
sure cookers are sturdy enough and continue to be used
for decades. However, now research shows that older alu-
minum models of the pressure cooker, particularly when
made from unregulated metal sources, can allow lead to
seep into food during cooking.

How does lead contamination happen?
Lead is not inherently a part of aluminium. Contamina-

tion occurs when recycled aluminium scrap containing lead
is used. Soldering or coating contains lead. External con-
tamination occurs from other metals in
manufacturing.Experts caution that even when levels are
modest, the impact of years of constant exposure should
not be understated. Studies from other countries have drawn
similar conclusions. Some pressure cookers tested abroad
released lead at concentrations drastically higher than safe
standards for children. Using such cookware daily for years
could result in the gradual accumulation of lead in the body.

How does lead affect your health?
Lead does not eliminate from the body quickly, and its

effects may only become apparent after it has been stored
in tissues for long periods. Problems linked to long-term
exposure include interference with brain function, reduced
kidney efficiency and changes in bone health. Children can
experience slower learning and behavioural changes, while
adults may develop memory lapses and other chronic con-
ditions. For pregnant women, lead can pass to the foetus,
posing health risks.The symptoms do not show up imme-
diately. But over time there are a few signs which overlap
with other conditions as well. These could be stomach
cramps, learning and behavioural changes, nausea, fatigue,

infertility and kidney issues.
How to get rid of excess lead?
Eating foods rich in iron, vitamins and other minerals

may be enough to reduce lead levels in the body. A person
who eats a balanced, nutritious diet may absorb less lead
than those who don’t. If lead levels are very high, you may
need to take chelating medicines, which bind to lead in the
body and help remove it.

How does contamination happen?
The reaction between acid and metal is a critical fac-

tor in contamination. Foods such as tamarind or tomatoes,
when cooked for extended periods, speed up the break-
down of the cookware’s surface, releasing metal particles.
Items made from recycled aluminum can be even more
hazardous due to inconsistent manufacturing standards and
the possibility of pre-existing contamination.

When do you need to replace your cookware?
To lower the risk, replace cookware that is scratched,

corroded or has peeling layers. Choosing stainless steel or
high-quality hard-anodized aluminium with a smooth sur-
face reduces the likelihood of leaching. Acidic foods should
be transferred to non-metallic containers for storage, and
prolonged cooking in older vessels should be avoided.For
facilities preparing food in bulk, regular checks of utensils
are essential. Screening tools such as X-ray fluorescence
can detect contaminated items. Sourcing utensils from
manufacturers who meet Bureau of Indian Standards and
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India requirements
is an important preventive measure.

Bengaluru physio had high BP of 169/100 mm Hg: How did
he get it down to normal range without any medication?

On the face of it, you would never expect someone
like 38-year-old Kemil Koshie to be having high blood pres-
sure (BP). A physiotherapist who knows about human
anatomy is rarely expected to not understand his own body.
A person whose blood tests indicate his basic parameters,
like blood sugar, cholesterol, liver and kidney function, to
be in range is not expected to be at high risk. That too a
person without a family history of chronic illnesses. So the
day he had a headache and had a high BP of 169/100
mmHg, this young man from Bengaluru thought the ma-
chine had malfunctioned. His next reading was 166/98
mmHg. Later readings also never went down below 160/
95. He had Stage 2 hypertension.“At first, I had a headache
and some discomfort in the neck. I thought I had a muscle
spasm. But somebody asked me to record my BP. I then
approached a cardiologist,” says Koshie. Dr M Sudhakar
Rao, interventional cardiologist at Manipal Hospital,
Bengaluru, is no stranger to severe hypertension in the 35
to 40 age group. “Many think a high BP patient needs pills
straightaway. Of course, medication is needed when the
readings go upward of 175/110 mm Hg. Otherwise, it is
important to assess the type of hypertension the patient

has. Some kinds can be resolved by lifestyle correction. If
the patient follows this protocol seriously and still reports
high BP after a four to six-week window, then we prescribe
medication,” he says. He asked Koshie to take some tests.

Why is it important to know the type of hypertension?
Hypertension is currently defined as a blood pressure

reading higher than 130/80 mm/Hg. “There are two kinds,
essential and secondary. The first is because of genetics
and lifestyle, the second one is secondary, mostly found in
young people and is reversible,” says Dr Rao.Secondary
hypertension in young people is triggered by underlying
medical conditions like kidney disease, obstructive sleep
apnea (when you stop breathing during sleep because of a
blockage in your windpipe), narrowing of kidney arteries
(which reduces blood flow and increases blood pressure)
and narrowing of the main artery of the heart, which in-
creases blood pressure, especially in the arm. Sometimes
endocrine disorders, like excess production of the hormone
aldosterone from the adrenal glands, lead to sodium reten-
tion and potassium loss, raising blood pressure. Excess
stress hormones like cortisol and thyroid disorders can all
either constrict or thicken blood vessels.
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Swiatek to face Paolini in Maiden
Cincinnati Open final showdown

Cincinnati: Iga Swiatek reached the Cincinnati Open
final for the first time in her career with a 7-5, 6-3 win over
Elena Rybakina at the Lindner Family Tennis Center.Having
lost in the semifinals in Cincinnati the last two years, the
No. 3 seed rallied from 3-5 down in the first set to claim
victory. The Polish star won 10 of the last 13 games to se-
cure her fourth straight win over Rybakina and her sixth
win in 10 tour-level meetings against the Kazakh, WTA re-
ports.

The Wimbledon champion took time to find her rhythm
on P\&G Center Court. After six consecutive holds of serve,
Rybakina surged ahead with three straight games, but
Swiatek responded strongly to turn the match around.

This marks Swiatek’s third final in her last four tourna-
ments, after going more than a year without reaching one.
With the victory, she also booked her place at the WTA
Finals in Riyadh and climbed back to No. 2 in the PIF WTA
Rankings, ensuring a favorable seeding at the upcoming
US Open.Swiatek will face No. 7 seed Jasmine Paolini in
Monday’s title clash, as she targets her 11th career WTA
1000 crown.

Paolini also advanced to her first Cincinnati Open final
by defeating Veronika Kudermetova 6-3, 6-7(2), 6-3. It is
Paolini’s second WTA 1000 final of the season and the third
of her career. She has won both of her previous two finals.
Notably, Paolini became the first Italian woman in the Open
Era to reach the singles final in Cincinnati.Swiatek holds a
perfect 4-0 head-to-head record over Paolini, including their
most recent meeting at the 2024 French Open final. Their
upcoming showdown will be their fifth career meeting.“She’s
an amazing player and it’s always tough to play her. She
defends really well, and her serving is good too, so it’s go-
ing to be tough, but I’ll try to do my best in the final. I like the
conditions here, so hopefully it’s going to be a good match,”
Paolini said.Swiatek praised her opponent as well: “Jas-
mine plays fast, with a lot of spin, and she mixes it up with
variety by coming to the net. I’ll prepare tactically, but I’ll
mainly focus on myself.”

Shreyas Iyer’s exclusion from Asia Cup squad a
confirmation of India’s vast talent pool in T20s
GNS News Agency, Aug 29
The highest run-getter of last IPL edition, Sai

Sudharsan, couldn’t break into the Asia Cup squad. Nei-
ther could the highest wicket-taker, Prasidh Krishna, the
most influential captain and the second highest six-hitter,
Shreyas Iyer, and the thrilling Rishabh Pant. The ultra-tal-
ented Yashasvi Jaiswal, highly-versatile KL Rahul and the
utilitarian Washington Sundar too would be left wondering
which box they had left unticked to be sitting outside the
squad.But India’s depth in the shortest format is so dizzy-
ing that none of them could begrudge a rough deal. There
are many names, but only 15 to choose.

So much so this was a meeting where the selectors
did not fret over the deficient commodity; rather they
sweated on filtering the list of excess to the finest parts. A
line by Ajit Agarkar, chairman of selectors, on Shreyas Iyer’s
non-selection neatly summed up the deep reservoirs of
India’s talent. “With regard to Shreyas, who can he replace?
No fault of his, nor is it ours. At the moment, you can just
pick 15.”It is akin to the West Indies in the late 70s and
1980s or Australia in the aughts. The supply exceeds the
demands. Several cricketers, with the quality to walk into
any team in the world, found rationed game-space.

All of the aforementioned names could make a case
for themselves, feel dejected undoubtedly and form a par-
allel team quite capable of beating the chosen 15 on their
day. But it is hard to argue against those that would feature
in what captain Suryakumar Yadav succinctly said, “the
tournament where the journey to World Cup
begins”.Inevitably, Shubman Gill would grab the headlines.
But it was not so much of a comeback as it was about him
returning to reclaim his spot. “He was the vice-captain when
we played in Sri Lanka. But after that, he was busy with
Test cricket,” Yadav stressed. The implication was crys-
tal-clear — Gill was always there in the scheme but was
just away from the blur of T20Is that India had played after
winning the World Cup.To omit Gill would have been ter-
rible optics too. To keep away the torchbearer of Indian
batting in post Virat Kohli-Rohit Sharma era, to turn a blind
eye to the wave of popularity he has been riding since the
prolific series in England, where he established his leader-
ship chops as well as enhanced his batting reputation, to
blink at his star value. “We obviously see some leadership
qualities in him, and his form in England was what we were
hoping for. [He] exceeded all our expectations, which is a
great sign when there’s so much pressure as captain,” chair-
man of selectors Ajit Agarkar said.Gill’s T20 numbers are,
by no metrics, inferior either. In 21 outings for the country,
he had maintained an average of 30.42 at a strike rate of
139.27. He has a hundred on his ledger, and a profitable
IPL too. Against high-class bowlers in the World Cup, rather
than the second-string outfits that Indian batsmen encoun-
tered in routine bilateral fixtures, Gill’s superior batsmanship
and adaptability could prove invaluable. In short, the selec-
tors picked a generational batsman over one that is ascend-
ing to Gill’s levels (Jaiswal), or one that could provide more
dimensions (Rahul). But if Gill were not picked, effigies of
the selectors would not have been burned or vitriol be spat
against them on social media. He would have been consid-

ered plain unlucky, as Jaiswal and Rahul could feel.
Where will Samson bat?
His return comes with a structural shake-up, Sanju

would either have to bat down the order, or make way for
Jitesh Sharma, more accustomed to lower-order duties than
Sanju. “That’s the headache of you guys,” Agarkar would
say, chuckling at Yadav. It would be a complicated call.
Sanju has three hundreds in his last 10 outings as an opener.
But in the era of talent-affluence, cricketers would tune their
minds to perform any difficult role, lest they be quickly rolled
over by the chasing pack.Abhishek Sharma provides a clas-
sic example. Until last year, Rahul and Yashasvi were ahead
of him, but he smacked a hundred in just his second game
and continued the rich vein of form. His last outing was a
mayhem of sixes that powered him to 135 runs off merely
54 balls. He boasts a strike rate of 193.84, chimes in with
handy left-arm spin. Sanju has been the designated wicket-
keeper too. So the openers, apart from being batting dyna-
mites, carry multi-utility firepower too, a component the
coach Gautam Gambhir highly values.Similarly, Shreyas
Iyer, for all the explosiveness and the white-ball smarts,
cannot dislodge Tilak Varma at No 3. His last seven in-
nings had produced a pair of hundreds and an exhilarating
72 on a sluggish Chepauk track. He can roll his arm over
too. Glance beneath Varma, Suryakumar. He is the cap-
tain and undisputedly the country’s most prolific T20I bats-
man. Following him is Hardik Pandya, arguably the most
indispensable member of India’s first-choice eleven. Then
comes Axar Patel.

The excess of all-round riches confined Washington
to the standbys’ list. It must have been minuscule margins,
a case of Rinku being a cleaner hitter, him able to contrib-
ute with a couple of innocuous off-breaks. Or Dube’s use-
fulness as a medium pacer, in case Hardik gets injured. A
fourth spinner would have been redundant. “We have a
mystery spinner, a wrist spinner and left-arm spinner,”
Agarkar clarified.Likewise, Prasidh would gulp the non-se-
lection with a pinch of salt. He is a vastly improved short-
form bowler but Yadav promptly pointed out that Harshit
Rana took three wickets in his only T20 game. “He came
as a concussion substitute and bowled brilliantly,” Yadav
saidThat Pant’s name barely entered the conversation duly
reflected the bewildering options of selectors. It’s the age of
excesses in India’s T20 cricket. There are many names,
but only 15 to choose.

Levon Aronian, the soul of chess, and popular
at 42, rediscovers his prime years again

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Levon Aronian, the all-sizzle, all-steak veteran of chess,

is on a roll these days. Having beaten the likes of Magnus
Carlsen, Arjun Erigaisi, Hikaru Nakamura and Hans
Niemann to claim the Freestyle Chess title at Las Vegas
last month, he conquered the St Louis Rapid and Blitz event
last week — which had a strong field comprising players
like world champion Gukesh and Fabiano Caruana — with
two rounds to spare.In a sport of young prodigies, the 42-
year-old Aronian is still marching stride for stride with the
best in the world. And showing that he is capable of beating
them at the same time.“The world is a better place when
Aronian is playing well,” former world champion Garry
Kasparov had tweeted when Aronian won the Sinquefield
Cup in 2015.The same holds true to this day 10 years later.

At Las Vegas, things got heated between players at
the technical committee meeting before the tournament
started since they could not agree to some regulation or
another. Aronian stepped in, playing elder brother, trying to
mediate peace.“When I was growing up, the chess world
was so divided. Now I feel it’s a good moment to unite people
because chess is becoming more popular. The sport has a
chance to become bigger than ever. This is a moment to let
go of our egos and think about the sport,” he told ChessBase
India after winning the Las Vegas event.

It is hard to find someone in the sport as liked as
Aronian. He doesn’t need the Las Vegas slots machines to
look like a man who has won the lottery. He sports the most
flamboyant shirts seen in the chess arena, often comple-
mented by the widest smile you will see a player sport be-
fore and after games. And in his interviews he veers away
from shallow concepts to talk about his dreams, principles
and avoiding temptations that come with playing elite sport.
No matter how hard a loss he has just suffered on the board,
he’s the kind of player who will spend time obliging fans.
Other players might scribble and walk away in the span of
a second, but Aronian serves his autographs with a wide
smile and a nod of the head, like he’s now become an
acquaintance.“Sometimes I get upset that he doesn’t even
see how brilliant he is,” Aronian’s wife Ani recently told
ChessBase India. “He always greets all the fans, always
signs everything no matter what mood he is in or how much
of a hurry he is in. I sometimes ask him if I should tell fans
that he needs to go and prepare, and he will say ‘no, no, I
will do it because these people waited for me for so long.
It’s so important to them,'” she added.Aronian, of course, is
no people-pleaser. He often speaks his mind, no matter
how thorny the issue. At the peak of the Magnus Carlsen

vs Hans Niemann cheating scandal in 2022, Aronian was
asked for his opinion. It was a time when most grandmas-
ters had chosen to stay tight-lipped about the controversy.

“It quite often happens when young players play very
well there are accusations towards them. I mean all of my
colleagues are pretty much paranoid. Quite often I was the
one telling them, ‘come on, guys. I know i’m an idiot myself
and I’m still a good player.'” Aronian said before continuing:
“If the young players are not playing very well or not occa-
sionally beating us, then what can we learn from them? It
also shows that we haven’t taught them anything. I’ve played
against Magnus when he was very young and I’ve learned
a great deal from him. If I was sitting there and thinking that
there’s something suspicious about how strong he plays, I
don’t think it would be very beneficial for me. I could never
learn from him.”Just earlier this year, when former world
champion Vladimir Kramnik continued his years-long cru-
sade against perceived cheating in online chess, Aronian
had written long posts on X beseeching his ‘chess parent’
to rethink his opinions. Those social media posts were the
finest acts of tight-rope walking you will see from an ath-
lete: like a man coaxing his elder brother to see reason,
while also taking care not to offend him.

At Las Vegas, Vidit Gujrathi was impressed by
Aronian. Bibisara Assaubayeva, the lone female compet-
ing in the field, was actually rooting for him. Even Carlsen
couldn’t help but feel happy for a man who had played a
role in denying the Norwegian the freestyle title at Las
Vegas.“Levon’s win (at Las Vegas) was incredibly impres-
sive. Very well deserved as well. I’m very happy for him.
He has been probably the biggest fan of freestyle among
the top players for many years. He’s still very good, but
even in his most prime years, that was kind of his favorite
mode of play. So to see him win, as long as I’m not winning,
then I’m happy for him. And you know, there is always some
consolation in having lost to the tournament winner — clearly
the deserved one,” Carlsen commented after Aronian’s win
at Las Vegas last month.When Carlsen speaks of Aronian’s
‘most prime years’ he’s referring to the heady decades at
the turn of the century, when Aronian won his first FIDE
World Cup title in 2005 and then repeated the feat in 2017 to
become a rare chess player to win the event two times. It’s
a feat so hard that even Carlsen has not matched it. He
was also the talisman leading the Armenian national team
to three Olympiad gold medals in 2006, 2008 and 2012.With
his daughter Zabelle being born in 2022, he’s spent plenty
of time over the last two years playing consummate family
man while still playing in whatever events he could spare
time for.“At some point last year, especially when I didn’t
have so many events to compete in, I realized how un-
happy it gets me not to play chess,” Aronian said after win-
ning St Louis.

“Playing a lot is of course very hard when you have a
small child and family, but they support me because they
know that it brings me joy. My daughter is always saying,
‘Go kill them,’” he joked.That he certainly has at Las Vegas
and St Louis in the span of two months as he rediscovers
his ‘prime years’. And as Kasparov said, this can only be
good for the sport.Magnus Carlsen might be the face of the
sport, Vishy Anand might be its voice. The Indian prodigies
are the sport’s beating heart, pumping lifeblood into it. But in
the form of Levon Aronian, chess finds its flamboyant and
principled soul.

Indian football crisis: Global body expresses
alarm over ‘unilateral, unlawful suspension’ of
players’ contracts, escalating ISL uncertainty

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
FIFPro, the global representative organisation for foot-

ball players, has said that it is “deeply concerned” by the
growing uncertainty around the men’s game in India. The
upcoming season and the larger future of the Indian Super
League, the top flight of men’s football, is up in the air after it
was suspended indefinitely by the Football Sports Devel-
opment Limited (FSDL), the marketing partner of the All In-
dia Football Federation (AIFF) and the chief organiser of
the league.“The lack of clarity for players over the 2025-26
ISL season, arising from a dispute over the league’s
organisation and governance that has led to its indefinite
suspension, is having a significant impact on their liveli-
hoods, careers, and wellbeing,” FIFPRO said in a state-
ment.

“Players have been subjected to unilateral and unlaw-
ful suspensions of their employment contracts until further
notice. These actions represent a direct breach of the play-
ers’ labour rights and are causing significant
distress.”FIFPRO said it has been working closely with the
Football Players’ Association of India (FPAI) to address the
players’ concerns and has raised the matter with soccer’s
global governing body FIFA and the Asian Football Confed-
eration. The union of professional footballers further urged
the AIFF, FSDL and club owners to collaborate with the

FPAI to confirm the ISL schedule and provide a clear road
map for the season to commence.

Additionally, it called on clubs to continue to meet all
contractual obligations to players. Last week, 11 ISL clubs
had warned the AIFF that they “face the real possibility of
shutting down entirely” if the ongoing impasse regarding the
future of the top-tier domestic competition is not resolved
soon. In a letter addressed to AIFF President Kalyan
Chaubey, the clubs said the crisis arising out of the non-
renewal of the MRA between the national federation and
the ISL organisers has “paralysed professional football in
India”.At the root of the matter is the FSDL and AIFF not
being able to agree upon a new Master Rights Agreement
(MRA) for running the league, with the current one, which
was signed in 2010, ending in December this year. Its ex-
piry date would’ve come around the midway point of a regu-
lar league season. Some ISL clubs have either suspended
first team operations altogether or paused salaries of play-
ers and staff in the first team amid the uncertainty.AIFF’s
Supreme Court U-turnThe negotiations between the FSDL
and AIFF has been paused due to a verbal order to the
latter to not make any major decision until the Supreme
Court announces its final order in a case concerning the
federation’s constitution. The ISL clubs had urged the AIFF
to mention their plight and ask for a swift resolution.

: Pakistan won’t travel to India for
Hockey Asia Cup due to ‘security

concerns’, Bangladesh named replacement

GNS News Agency, Aug 29
Pakistan’s sports board had ordered that the federa-

tions should not ‘commit to participate in any sporting event
in India’, according to reports. (File)Pakistan’s sports board
had ordered that the federations should not ‘commit to par-
ticipate in any sporting event in India’, according to reports.
Pakistan won’t be travelling to Bihar for the Hockey Asia
Cup, the continental body confirmed on Tuesday, ending
months of speculation. Bangladesh have been named as
Pakistan’s replacement for the tournament, which will be
held from August 29 to September 7 in Rajgir.

Oman, originally a part of the eight-team competition,
too, withdrew with Kazakhstan taking their spot. The win-
ner of the Asia Cup will earn a direct spot for the 2026 World
Cup, which will be jointly hosted by the Netherlands and
Belgium.Hosts India are in Pool A along with Japan, China
and Kazakhstan. The Harmanpreet Singh-led side will open
its campaign against China on August 29, before taking on
Japan (August 31) and Kazakhstan on September 1. Pool
B comprises defending champions South Korea, Malay-
sia, Bangladesh and Chinese Taipei.The second stage of
the championship — called Super 4s, comprising the top

two teams from each group — will begin on September 3,
with the final on September 7.

Bangladesh and Kazakhstan were named replace-
ments based on their performances in the AHF Cup, a quali-
fying competition for the Asia Cup. Bangladesh finished third
in the tournament after losing to eventual champions Oman
5-4 in the semifinals in Jakarta on April 25. The two final-
ists, Oman and Chinese Taipei, had already earned direct
berths for the main championships. However, after Oman,
too, pulled out, fourth-placed Kazakhstan were offered a
spot.Pakistan’s participation in the World Cup qualifying
tournament had been in doubt ever since the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack. In the aftermath of the attack, which claimed 26
lives, the Indian government revoked visas for Pakistani
nationals. However, the government later underlined that
the hockey team won’t be stopped from travelling to India
to ensure the Olympic charter wasn’t violated.Days later,
though, the Pakistan Hockey Federation informed the In-
ternational Hockey Federation (FIH) and Asian Hockey
Federation (AHF) that it would be ‘difficult’ for them to send
a team to India for the Asia Cup because of ‘security con-
cerns’, despite being given assurances by their Indian coun-
terparts.

Soon after, Pakistan’s sports board ordered that the
federations should not ‘commit to participate in any sport-
ing event in India’, according to reports. The Pakistan Sports
Board cited ‘security situation’ as the reason for issuing the
directive last month.“In view of the current security situa-
tion, no national federation shall make any commitment or
agreement regarding participation in sports events in India
without prior permission from PSB,” the circular said, as
per Dawn.Pakistan’s withdrawal from the Asia Cup also
raises question marks over their participation in the Junior
World Cup, which will be held in Chennai and Madurai from
November 28 to December 10.

National Sports Governance Bill becomes
 an Act after President Murmu’s assent

New Delhi: The National Sports Governance Bill has
become an Act after President Droupadi Murmu gave her
assent to the legislation that promises to overhaul India’s
sports administration and has been described as a path-
breaking reform by Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.The Presidential assent came on Monday, stated
a Gazette notification by the central government.“The fol-
lowing Act of Parliament received the assent of the Presi-
dent on the 18th August, 2025 and is hereby published for
general information — The National Sports Governance Act,
2025,” it stated.The legislation that was ultimately passed
by the Parliament carries two major amendments to the bill
that was originally presented.The scope of Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) has been narrowed to include only those sports
bodies that rely on government funding and support, effec-
tively keeping the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
out of its purview.The cricket board had been opposing com-

ing under RTI as it is not dependent on government
funding.“A recognised sports organisation, receiving grants
or any other financial assistance from the Central Govern-
ment under sub-section (1) or from a State Government,
shall be considered as a public authority under the Right to
Information Act, 2005, with respect to utilisation of such
grants or any other financial assistance,” the Act states.In
addition, aspirants for the top positions in national federa-
tions will be required to serve just one term in the Executive
Committee, instead of the “overly restrictive” eligibility rule
of two terms prescribed earlier, to encourage “younger ad-
ministrators and athlete-leaders”.…a person shall not be
qualified to contest for election or seek nomination to, the
posts of the President or the Secretary General or the Trea-
surer, unless such person is a sportsperson of outstanding
merit or, has previously served as a member for at least
one full term in the Executive Committee of the National
Sports Body or as the President.
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‘Karisma Kapoor a very good mother, she let our family be one’:
Ex-husband Sunjay Kapur’s sister defends actor, says she’s ‘looking

out for kids’ amid Rs 30,000 cr family feud

Sunjay Kapur's sister Mandhira called Karisma
Kapoor a very good mother who is looking out for chil-
dren Samaira and Kiaan's best interests.Sunjay Kapur's
sister Mandhira called Karisma Kapoor a very good mother
who is looking out for children Samaira and Kiaan's best
interests.The sudden death of 53-year-old business ty-
coon Sunjay Kapur due to cardiac arrest in June this year
left India shocked. Since the Sona Comstar Chairman’s
demise, who headed the Rs 30,000 crore mobility tech
company, there has been an international investigation
and family feud regarding its control. Amid the legal dis-
pute, Sunjay’s sister Mandhira Kapur praised his ex-wife
and actor Karisma Kapoor for being a ‘good mother’ and
‘looking out for her kids’. Karisma was trolled by a few on
social media, claiming the actor was trying to get a part of
the massive fortune.In a recent interview with NDTV, she
said, “She is a mother. She is a very good mother, I have
to give her that. She has done a very good job of letting

the family be one, which is…you know..I commend her in
that. I think the kids have been close, and they’ve had a
great relationship. Hopefully somehow, we can carry that
on and let the family be one again because she is look-
ing out for her kids like any mother would, and that’s what
she is doing.”When asked if she is in touch with Karisma
after Sunjay’s death, Mandhira replied, “Yes, of course. I
am sure she is in touch with Priya (Sunjay’s widow Priya
Sachdev Kapur) too. The fact is we’ve all had a good
relationship. The kids have been coming to see mom.
We are all in touch. This is not meant to be a family feud,”
she revealed.She further added, “We should find a way
to make sure that the head of the family should keep her
space, really. At the end of the day, we are children, no
matter how old we are. I think the respect factor needs to
stay. I don’t think this is what mom’s intention or my sister
and my intention is. We just want to have peace of mind.
We want to carry on my father’s dreams and we want to
respect my brother, because I think it comes down to
that.”In another interview with India Today, she reiterated
Samaira and Kiaan’s right to the fortune, “My father and
mother have been obsessed with their grandchildren.
Samaira and Kiaan are always a big part of this family.
We are very proud of them and have a lot of love for them.
Dad used to dote on them, my mom dotes on them. They
are a part of our family and will always be, there’s no
question about it. My brother doted on them. They come
over, they have come and met mom. We are all together.”In
a letter to the board of Sona Group, Rani Kapur, the mother
of Sunjay and Mandhira Kapur, alleged that she is the
sole beneficiary of Surinder Kapur’s (her husband) em-
pire and the majority shareholder of the group, including
Sona Comstar. Rani also claimed that she was forced to
sign documents to appoint her daughter-in-law Priya
Sachdev Kapur, as the non-executive director on the
board. Later, the company issued a cease-and-desist
notice to Rani Kapur, claiming that she has not had any
role in the company since 2019.In an interview with ANI
earlier, Mandhira Kapur also claimed that the family has
been treated like strangers. “Within days, everything has
been taken away from the family. There should have been
some respect given to my mother who is one of the
founders with my father. Sona Comstar was built because
of my father,” Mandhira said.

Geeta Basra put one condition before marrying
Harbhajan Singh; actor says Yuvraj Singh helped

Bhajji: ‘The day you score 300 wickets…’
Geeta Basra made her acting debut with Aditya Datt’s

2006 romantic thriller Dil Diya Hai opposite Emraan Hashmi.
when she was 21. She reunited with him in the crime thriller
The Train next year. Around the same time, she met her
now-husband and cricketer Harbhajan Singh who wanted
to marry her right then.“He was very clear. He saw my
poster, and it was probably love at first sight for him. He
asked Yuvi (Yuvraj Singh) for my number. Obviously, Yuvi
has a lot of friends,” said Basra, hinting at Harbhajan’s team-
mate Yuvraj’s past relationship with actors Deepika
Padukone and Kim Sharma. Harbhajan then messaged
Basra, but she didn’t reply initially because she was clueless
about cricket and cricketers.

“They’d just won the World Cup. So a couple of days
later, I’d messaged, ‘Well done! Congratulations!’ That’s it.
We got in touch again. When we met, he was very clear he
didn’t want friendship and said, ‘Tere se hi shaadi karunga’
(I’ll marry only you). I said, ‘Shaadi?’ I was only 21,” re-
called Basra on BHARTI TV.“I’d just stepped into the in-
dustry. Fifteen years ago, it was a very different time for
women. Even if you were spotted with someone, your ca-
reer was over. I lost out on four films because of the news
that I was getting married. So I always say maybe I came
to India so I could meet my partner and soulmate,” con-
fessed Batra. While she was born in England, she moved
to Mumbai to pursue a career in acting.“For him, it was love
at first sight. But I took 10 months to say yes. I told him the
day you’d score 300 wickets, I’d say yes. A couple of days
later, he got 300 wickets. So I said let’s give it a shot. Be-
cause all my friends told me he’s a very good guy. He’s a
star, but doesn’t have the attitude of a star. He’s humble.
He’s also a Punjabi like me. That matters a lot because he
can gel with my family, like my nani (maternal grandmother)
who speaks only in Punjabi. So that sense of unity enters

your family,” explained Batra.Basra and Harbhajan got
married in 2015. “Sometimes, we just need to know, can I
spend the rest of my life with this partner? Because we’re
from different countries so there’s a cultural difference. Then
he’s so known so I was wondering if he’s loyal. Because I
never wanted to marry an actor because there’s a percep-
tion. But he’s beyond that. He’s a very grounded person,”
added Basra.While she appeared in a few films around that
time, she hasn’t acted since 2016. Basra gave birth to
daughter Hinaya Heer Plaha in 2016 and son Jovan Veer
Singh Plaha in 2021. Post that, Harbhajan announced his
retirement from all forms of cricket. On the podcast, Basra
also joked that Harbhajan wants as many kids as a “cricket
team.” “He’s very fond of kids. So am I. But it’s not possible
today. We’ve to go through a lot with pregnancy, post preg-
nancy,” added Basra.

Bollywood’s most iconic vamp blamed Raj Kapoor’s
film for ruining career; once struggled for food but

became 1st Indian actor to own Rolls Royce

There are some actors in the Hindi film industry who
forge a path and break stereotypes so powerfully that gen-
erations of actors follow in their footsteps. The late star Nadira
was one such trailblazer. Who can forget her seductive yet
charming gestures in “Mud Mud Ke Na Dekh” from Raj
Kapoor’s Shri 420, or her commanding performance as
Sridevi’s angry mother in Julie? Nadira became Bollywood’s
first vamp — a character type that many actors avoided in
the 1950s and 60s.While playing the vamp wasn’t her first
choice, she took the opportunity and turned it into a legacy.
Nadira built a body of work that became a reference point
for aspiring actors and, in the process, brought respect and
credibility to the edgy and often misunderstood negative
role.Nadira’s lineage and Bollywood beginnings

Nadira was born into a Baghdadi Jewish family on
December 5, 1932, as Florence Ezekiel in Baghdad, Iraq.
She was an infant when her family moved to Mumbai (then
Bombay) in search of business opportunities. Nadira started
her career with the 1943 film Mauj as a child artist. She was
only 10 or 11 years old at the time.Her big break came when
filmmaker Mehboob Khan’s wife, Sardar Akhtar, discov-
ered her and offered her the role of a Rajput princess in
Dilip Kumar-starrer Aan (1952). This was a strong debut
for Nadira, who got to act alongside Dilip Kumar in a film by
Mehboob Khan, who would years later be celebrated for
directing Mother India.Nadira recalls buying food and furni-
ture with her first earnings

Coming from an immigrant family, Nadira had seen
tough times growing up, but Aan changed that for her and
her family. In an old interview, she recalled, “I started Aan
with Rs 1200 a month in 1949, which increased to Rs 2500
in the second year and Rs. 3000 in the third year. When I
got my first three-monthly instalment of Rs 3600, I didn’t
know what to do with it! That day I asked Mehboobji if I
could be dropped home in his car be-cause I was afraid to
carry so much money!”Nadira shared that after seeing the
money, her mother thought she had stolen it. She later used
it to buy food and other necessary items for her house.
“When my mother saw it, she asked if I had stolen it! I re-
member going out immediately and buying furniture —
which still occupies my bedroom — and a full gold-set
com-plete with 12 gold bangles. Thereafter, every night I’d

count the bangles and cover them with a handkerchief be-
fore sleeping. I would count them again in the morn-ing!
We’d bought such a lot of food that day, since we had not
eaten well in a long time. Ultimately we had to give away
half of it to the neighbours,” she said in an old interview in
1999.Despite her good debut, Nadira did not land many lead
role offers and was cast in supporting parts. However, one
call from Raj Kapoor changed the trajectory of her career
— though not necessarily in the way she had hoped.Nadira
blamed Raj Kapoor's Shree 420 for destroying her career
Nadira blamed Raj Kapoor’s Shree 420 for destroying her
careerTurning point in Raj Kapoor’s Shri 420

Though Nadira desperately wanted to achieve hero-
ine status and bag lead roles, when Raj Kapoor asked her
to play a negative role in Shri 420, she readily agreed. Like
any young girl at that time, she had dreamt of working with
Kapoor, and when the opportunity came, she could not
refuse. What worked in her favour was that her character
of Maya was substantial and remembered for years to
come.However, Nadira later called it the ‘Waterloo’ of her
career as she became typecast in similar roles. She said in
the interview, “I took up Shree 420 for a lark but it became
my Waterloo. I took up the role as a challenge, to prove my
versatility, and it ruined my career.”Producers typecast
herAfter Shri 420, Nadira tried to pursue positive roles and
is said to have rejected around 200 films because filmmak-
ers only offered her vamp roles. But after a point, she had
no choice but to accept what came her way. She recalled,
“After Shree 420, I starved for a year and a half because
everybody wanted me to wear the same black fitting dress
and hold the cigarette the same way.”Though unwilling at
first, Nadira went on to make her negative roles iconic. Even
Jaya Bachchan once praised her openly. The two starred
together in Ek Nazar (1972), in which Nadira played the
role of an intimidating madame of a brothel. Jaya described
Nadira as “a scene-chewing marvel” and admitted how in-
timidating it was to work with her in the film.She said in an
old interview with Subhash K Jha, “She played a tyrant in
Ek Nazar. As we shot, I remember becoming actually in-
timidated by her. Nadiraji was a very powerful actress with
an imposing screen presence. She couldn’t play the frail
chuimui kind of girl that audiences liked to see.”Nadira acted
in around 73 films during her career. Known for her larger-
than-life personality, she lived lavishly, loved her expen-
sive alcohol, and was fond of cars. She also became India’s
first actor to own a luxury Rolls Royce.Nadira lived alone,
never married

Shah Rukh Khan and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan’s Josh
(2000) was Nadira’s last onscreen performance. After step-
ping away from the limelight, Nadira initially lived with her
family in Mumbai, but she never married. Later, when her
family moved overseas, she continued to live alone in a
Mumbai flat with only her house help.In the interview, she
admitted to suffering from insomnia. When asked if she had
any regrets, she said, “Not really. I’m extremely grateful to
God for every-thing he has given me. At times I cry be-
cause I am very lonely but then I guess you can’t get ev-
erything in life. I suffer from insomnia so I have more hours
to kill than other people. Since there is no-one to really talk
to me, I listen to music, knit and read to pass my time,
when I’m not working. The only thing I ask God is to keep
me fit enough to work, till I’m alive. I don’t ever want to be
dependent on anyone in my life!”

Actors, politicians and fans welcome
Mammootty back to the movies: ‘Your

strength and resilience are truly inspiring’
Malayalam megastar Mammootty is set to return to

the big screen after a brief hiatus. He had reportedly stepped
away from the limelight due to health concerns, with some
reports suggesting a break for cancer treatment. On Tues-
day, much to the relief of fans, several celebrities across
Kerala warmly welcomed Mammootty back to
films.Mammootty’s long-time associate George shared a
photo of the actor with folded hands and wrote, “With eyes
brimming with joy, I stand before you with folded hands. To
those who prayed for me, stood by me, and reassured me
that nothing would go wrong—my dearest ones, thank you
with endless love.”Sharing a photo with the superstar, CPM
leader John Brittas wrote on X: “Dear Mammukka, your
strength and resilience are truly inspiring! We’re overjoyed
to see you back, and we need your vibrant presence, charm,
and leadership for many years to come. With love ??
JB.”Producer Anto Joseph posted on Instagram, “Prayers
from countless people around the world have been an-
swered. Thank you, thank you, thank you, God.”

Actor Mohanlal, who will share screen space with
Mammootty in Mahesh Narayanan’s upcoming film Patriot,
shared a candid photo of the two together with a heart
emoji.Director Ratheena PT, who helmed Mammootty’s
Puzhu, posted a picture with him, captioning it: “Double
Ok.”Veteran actor Maala Parvathi took to Facebook and

wrote: “There is no greater news than this. Mammookka
has completely recovered.”With Patriot gearing up to go on
floors this September and Kalamkaval nearing release, all
eyes are now on Mammootty as he prepares to make a
powerful comeback to the big screen.

Malayalam superstar Mammootty’s
return to cinema has stirred excitement
among fans and colleagues alike.

‘South stars are humble, simple as
compared to Bollywood’: Shruti Haasan

says they have ‘higher level of awareness’

Actor Shruti Haasan is currently basking in the glory
of her recent film Coolie, which has crossed Rs 200 crore
domestically. Like many actors who transition to Bollywood
after tasting success in the film spheres of the south, Shruti
did the same, but her Hindi film journey was quite short-
lived. In a recent interview, Shruti talked about the various
unique things about the Tamil and Telugu film industries
and how Bollywood is a very different place when it comes
to the psychology of the individual working there.

She told THR that people in the south, especially the
bigger actors, are very concerned that if they don’t remain
humble, ‘Saraswati ka haath sar se uth jayega‘ (Goddess
Saraswati will withdraw her blessings). She commented on
the importance of being humble and god-fearing and said,
“I mean, it’s hard to talk about being pious or anything of
that sort in my home because my father doesn’t believe in
anything of that sort. But when I started working, I noticed
those small things, like having coconut in the morning or
having a photo of a deity sitting in the corner. There were
rules regarding what was and wasn’t allowed on set, and
the actor and their staff were always very aware of how
they presented themselves. I found there to be a higher
level of awareness and consciousness in the South, com-
pared to when I worked in the Hindi film industry.”‘

She explained her observations further and credited a
completely different art form for making her humble and
aware. “I think it’s just a South Indian thing to do; you know,
many people who have a lot of money won’t dress up very
flashy. They will still have that old Ambassador car for many
years. It’s just the psychology of the place, and it’s very
important to realise that we are merely vessels for the art.
We aren’t a conduit of any kind; the conduit is a good film, a
good script or even a good song. We just receive that art,
and we are supposed to spread it outwards. “Learning mu-
sic very early in my life and working with people in close

quarters for hours on end teaches you to just play your bits,
to not try to surpass anyone else, and to be humble,” said
Shruti.Talking about her stint in Hindi film, Shruti admitted
that she hasn’t been able to pinpoint exactly what went wrong
and said, “I really don’t know why it didn’t work. I went to the
places where, whatever I wanted from a film, I got. But some-
how the focus shifted, because I have always had enqui-
ries from Hindi, and sometimes I didn’t have the dates, or in
some cases I made wrong decisions in films, which every-
body suffers the price of. The Hindi film space is also very
different now, and with OTT coming into play, I think I get
offered a lot of things which I am more interested in, and I
will do more of.”Shruti has worked in Hindi films such as
Ramaiya Vastavaiya (2013), Luck (2009) alongside Imran
Khan and Sanjay Dutt, and Behen Hogi Teri (2017) with
Rajkummar Rao.

Friendship with Prabhas
remains unchanged despite his

stardom, says Sridevi Vijayakumar
Chennai: Actress Sridevi Vijayakumar, who is mak-

ing a comeback to the big screen with director Venkatesh
Nimmalapudi’s upcoming Telugu film ‘Sundarakanda’ fea-
turing actor Nara Rohit in the lead, has now disclosed that
her friendship with Prabhas, who was her co-star in her
first film as heroine, was still the same despite the actor
having gone on to become a huge pan Indian star.

For the unaware, actress Sridevi Vijayakumar was the
heroine in actor Prabhas’s debut film called ‘Eeswar’, which
was directed by Jayanth C Paranjee. Although Sridevi made
her acting debut as a child artiste, Eeswar marked her de-
but as a film’s lead heroine.

At a press conference called by the unit of
‘Sundarakanda’, actress Sridevi was asked about her friend-
ship with Prabhas to which the actress said, “The friend-
ship with Prabhas is still the same. Prabhas is now a big
star. However, he hasn’t changed one bit.”

Stating that Prabhas even now smiled and talked with
the same innocence of a child, Sridevi said everybody in
her first film unit Eeswar itself got the feeling that Prabhas
would go on to become a huge star.“We all thought that he
would become a big superstar even during the time of
Eeswar. When we were part of a success tour, huge crowds
would turn up. Prabhas has become a bigger star than we
expected. It is truly a blessing.”


