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Review meeting by Endowments

Minister on joint issues in 1

D

Tirumala, July 12 : AP Endowments Minister Anam Ramnarayan Reddy, along with TTD Chairman BR Naidu, EO J
Syamala Rao and Endowments Secretary Vinay Chand held a review meeting on the joint issues which are pending related to
the Endowments Department and TTD.The meeting which was also attended by the TTD Additional EO Ch Venkaiah Chowdary
and JEO Veerabrahmam along with the Endowments Commissioner Ramachandra Mohan was held at Annamaiah Bhavan in
Tirumala on Saturday afternoon. Various important issues, including the release of funds to the Common Good Fund (CGF),
renovation and preservation of temples besides the status of the temples which are in progress under the SRIVANI Trust funds

and a few more long pending issues were discussed in detail.

Two leopards spotted at RCI Balapur

Hyderabad, July 12 (NSS): Residents of Balapur and nearby suburbs experienced panic after reports emerged of
two leopards being seen at the Research Centre Imarat (RCIl) campus in Hyderabad on Friday.

A video circulating online captures the leopards strolling in a secluded area, and it is believed that they may have
entered a heavily wooded section. Local residents who claimed to have witnessed the animals have alerted both the
police and the forest department. Officials from the Forest Department and Balapur police have visited the location to
assess the situation and are reviewing footage from nearby surveillance cameras.

Meanwhile, the management of Defence Laboratories School Vignyanakancha has urged parents to take utmost
care of their children and not allow them to go outside alone under any circumstances until further notice. (

EAC-PM chairman meets CM Revanth

T- o — !
Hyderabad, July 12: Chairman of the Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) S.
Mahendra Dev paid a courtesy call on Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy at his residence in Jubilee Hills on
Saturday.During the meeting, the Chief Minister focused
primarily on the topic of guiding Telangana towards a

40 new electric buses launched in Nalgonda

Hyderabad, July 12 : Minister for Transport Ponnam
Prabhakar, along with Roads and Buildings Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy and Telangana Legislative
Council Chairman Gutha Sukhender Reddy, flagged off 40
new electric buses at the Nalgonda district headquarters
on Saturday.A total of 77 electric buses have been approved
for Nalgonda district, with 40 of them already registered and
officially launched by the Ministers. In a surprising move,
Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy took the wheel and
drove the bus from the RTC bus station to the R&B Guest
House in Nalgonda town, accompanied by Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, other MLAs, and other leaders. Earlier, the Min-
isters laid the foundation stone for the construction of an
automated testing station building to be constructed at a
cost of Rs 8 crore at Dandampally near the district head-
quarters in Nalgonda.Later, Minister Ponnam Prabhakar said
that accidents are happening due to reasons such as reck-
less driving and lack of vehicle fitness, and the automated
testing station will be useful in reducing these accidents.

He said the automated testing station will determine
whether a vehicle is roadworthy in about 15 aspects with
the help of technical equipment. Ponnam Prabhakar re-

pathway of development. Revanth Reddy remarked that
mutual respect between the Centre and the States is es-
sential within the federal framework.The nation can only
progress if its states advance. We are dedicated to en-
hancing infrastructure in both Hyderabad and the urban
regions of the state. Our objective is to create job oppor-
tunities for the youth," he noted. The Chief Minister men-
tioned that the state government is formulating plans to
foster development in both the industrial and service sec-
tors of Telangana.Companies will be attracted to the state
only when adequate opportunities are made available
for the workforce. The state government is going to build
a regional ring road around Hyderabad and is also con-
structing radial roads that will connect with this ring road,"
he said.During the meeting, the Chief Minister also ex-
pressed concern over loans taken at high interest rates,
stating that these high rates are hindering the state's
progress.Repayments are increasingly challenging. The
state's revenues are being allocated to cover interest pay-
ments. We are working to lower the interest on these loans,"
Revanth Reddy said.

vealed that the government's intention is to bring about a
technological revolution in the transport sector, and as part
of this, 17 automated testing stations are being set up across
the Telangana State at a cost of Rs 8 crore each.

During their visit, Ministers Komatireddy Venkata
Reddy and Ponnam Prabhakar also laid the foundation stone
for the integrated mandal office building complex to be con-
structed at a cost of Rs 14.70 crore at Madugulapalli mandal
center in Nalgonda district. As part of their visit, they took
also part in several development and inaugural programmes
in Nalgonda district.

Minister Uttam orders fast-track Land Acquisition &
R&R for Irrigation Projects in Telangana

Hyderabad, July 12 : Irrigation, Food & Civil Sup-
plies Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy has directed offi-
cials to fast-track land acquisition and Relief and Reha-
bilitation (R&R) for all pending and ongoing irrigation
projects in Telangana, urging them to cut through delays
and move decisively.

At a review meeting held on Saturday at the Dr B R
Ambedkar Telangana Secretariat, the minister emphasised
the need for district-level coordination, asking officials to
coordinate with District Collectors to urgently address le-
gal, administrative, and logistical issues holding up progress.
“We can’t afford to lose more time,” he told officials, press-
ing for smoother execution at every level. Uttam Kumar
Reddy assessed project statuses across districts, identi-
fying key stumbling blocks. He stressed that irrigation isn’t
just a structural need, it's essential to Telangana’s farm
economy and long-term food security. “These projects must
be treated as administrative priorities,” he said.Chronic land
acquisition delays, he noted, have become a major drag on
timelines and cost estimates. To fix that, he called for pro-
active engagement with affected landowners and commu-
nities. Compensation, rehabilitation, and resettlement, he
insisted, must be handled transparently and sensitively. “If
we delay, we risk public backlash and legal trouble that could
stall everything,” he warned. Uttam Kumar Reddy also told
officials to stay in constant communication with implement-
ing agencies and contractors, stressing the need to avoid
missteps and breakdowns in coordination. “No lapses, ad-
ministrative or procedural, should slow this down. Delays
only raise costs and spark discontent,” he added.

General Harpal Singh, former Engineer-in-Chief of the
Indian Army, will come on board as an Honorary Advisor.

Meanwhile, Colonel Parikshit Mehra, a globally
recognised expert in tunnel engineering, will be joining
the department full-time. Both officers played key roles in
the construction of the Rohtang and Zojila tunnels - two
of India’s most challenging infrastructure undertakings.
Uttam Kumar Reddy also turned his attention to
WALMTARI—the Water and Land Management Training
and Research Institute at Rajendranagar. He called for
its strengthening, describing it as a crucial center for train-
ing and research in irrigation management. He also in-
structed that the institute’s land be surveyed and any en-
croachments cleared out promptly. Describing it as a key
asset for irrigation planning and research, he ordered a
detailed land survey of the premises and the removal of
any illegal encroachments. Uttam Kumar Reddy reaf-
firmed the Congress government’'s commitment to get-
ting irrigation projects completed on time and making the
most of public funds. He requested regular updates and
assured full administrative support to overcome any road-
bloc

MLC Kavitha appeals people to vote
against Congress party in local body polls

Hyderabad, July 12 BRS party MLC Kalvakuntla
Kavitha today paid tribute to Dr Ambedkar's statue at
Kakunoor of Keshampeta mandal from Ranga Reddy dis-
trict. She posted postcards to the Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi urging her to uphold the Congress party's election
promise of giving Rs 2,500 per month to women of the State
on the occasion. She demanded increase of pension to the
disabled to Rs 6,000 and increase all types of pensions,
including the elderly, disabled, and widows of the State.
Kavitha asked Sonia Gandhi, who announced six guaran-
tees, to take the initiative to implement the promises and
instruct the Telangana government for their fulfilment. She
claimed that CM Revanth Reddy owed ?5 crore to the
women of Kakunoor is in his 18 months rule. She opined
that they should launch a silent movement to provide
scooties to the disabled persons of the State. Reminding
that Mahbubnagar district inspired former CM KCR’s gov-

ernment to launch the Kalyana Lakshmi scheme, she said
that KCR gave Rs 1 lakh for the marriage of lakhs of women
of the State. She criticised that although the Congress gov-
ernment promised to give one tola gold under Kalyana Laxmi
scheme along with the cash benefit.

CJI BR Gavai calls

ndian Constitution

invaluable for keeping India united

GNS News Agency, july 12

Hyderabad: Chief Justice of India BR Gavai de-
scribed the Indian Constitution‘s contributions as ‘invalu-
able’ in keeping the country united and strong over the
past 75 years.Delivering a distinguished lecture on the
topic ‘Constitution of India: The Contribution of
Babasaheb Dr BR Ambedkar’ at Osmania University here
on Saturday, Justice Gavai said Dr Ambedkar was
criticised for the Constitution being too federal or
centric.However, Ambedkar refuted the allegations and
said the Constitution was not too centric or federal.Justice
Gavai highlighted how Dr Ambedkar said the drafting
committee was giving the Constitution to the country that
would keep India united in times of war and peace.“We
see that in the journey of the last 75 years, though we had
many external aggressions and internal disturbances,
India has always remained strong and united. My respect-
ful opinion is that contributions of the Constitution of India
in keeping the country united and strong are totally in-
valuable,” he said.The CJl said that among Dr Ambedkar’s
assertions was that rights without remedies were mean-
ingless. “That is why Article 32 exists, which allows any

citizen to approach the Supreme Court directly for the
protection of fundamental rights. Ambedkar described this
Article as the very ‘heart and soul of the Constitution’,” he
said.Supreme Court Judge Justice Pamidighantam Sri
Narasimha, Telangana High Court acting Chief Justice
Sujoy Paul, and Telangana High Court Advocate Gen-
eral A Sudharshan Reddy also spoke at the event, which
was attended by the judges of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh High.Courts.

22nd Convocation of
NALSAR University of Law held

Hyderabad, July 12 The 22nd Convocation of
NALSAR University of Law was held on Saturday, at the
Justice City Campus, Shamirpet Hyderabad. Justice
Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, Chief Justice of India graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest and delivered the Con-
vocation Address. Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy and
Justice P.S.Narasimha, Judge, Supreme Court of India
were the guests of honour. Justice Sujoy Paul, Acting
Chief Justice, High Court for the State of Telangana &
Chancellor, NALSAR presided over the Convocation.
Other Judges of Supreme Court and High Court of
Telangana and A.P. also attended the ceremony. Prof.
Srikrishna Deva Rao, Vice-Chancellor, in his inaugural
address presented the annual report and the academic
achievements of the university of the past year. The event
marked the launch of a landmark collaborative project
with the Ministry of Social Justice on modernising Spe-
cial Courts under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act.The University also announced the establishment of
the Square Circle Clinic—India’s pioneering criminal jus-
tice clinic—following the transition of Project 39A from
NLU Delhi to NALSAR. Prof. Rao expressed gratitude to
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, for continued support, and
celebrated the achievements of students, faculty, and
alumni in academia, public service, and global legal fo-
rums. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, Chief Justice
of India, delivered convocation lecture. Reflecting on the
broader role of the legal profession, he invoked the legacy
of lawyers who have challenged oppressive systems like
apartheid and the kind of social discriminations, remind-
ing graduates of law’s potential as an instrument of trans-
formation. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy and Justice P.S.
Narasimha, Judge, Supreme Court were the guests of
honour on the occasion. A number of judges of Telangana
High Court and retired judges and legal luminaries took
part in this convocation. Justice Sujoy Paul, Acting Chief
Justice, High Court for the State of Telangana & Chan-
cellor, NALSAR presided over the Convocation. 462
Degrees (Inperson-232 and Inabsentia-230) and Diplo-

22" ANNUAL CONVOCATION
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mas including, Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy), LL.M. (Mas-
ter of Laws), M.B.A. (Master of Business Administration),
M.A. (Taxation Laws) — In Absentia M.A. (Criminal Jus-
tice Management), B.A., LL.B. (Hons.), B.B.A. (Hons.)
[Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons.)], B.B.A.
(Bachelor of Business Administration), P.G. Diploma in
Taxation Laws, P.G. Diploma in Criminal Justice Man-
agement were awarded. 58 Gold medals were awarded
on the occasion, including Five LL.M. (Master of Laws),
one in MBA.52 for BA.LLB (honours). Medals were dis-
bursed by the Chief guest and the Guests of honour. In
LLM Muskan Karla, secured two gold medals. B.Harini,
Huzaifa Shaik, Nandini Shivere secured one each. In
MBA MBA, Muskan Alvi secured a gold medal. InB.A.L.L.B
Honours Ishika Garg secured eight gold medals. K.S
Shailendra secured seven gold medals. Architha Secured
six gold medals. Bhavya tallied four, Tejaswi, Shruti, Akil
Surya, secured three medals each. Shruti and Sanvi se-
cured two each. Srivalli, Anushka, Arivalagan, Jahnavi,
Pradyumna, Shamik and Vishnu secured one each.
Books child rights, comparative criminal laws and a pic-
torial hand book on Contracts, and NALSAR Law review
were released on the occasion. The registrar of the Uni-
versity Prof N. Vasanthi, teaching staff, participated.

Committee to review staff strength triggers
anxiety among govt employees

GNS News Agency, July 12

Hyderabad: The constitution of a committee to re-
view staff strength across departments by the State gov-
ernment has sparked concern among employees.While
some view the move as a cost-cutting measure, others
suspect it could be a prelude to merging departments
and further reducing expenditure.

On July 8, the State government issued G.O. Ms.
No. 111, constituting a four-member committee compris-
ing MCRHRD Director General A Santhi Kumari, Pay Re-
vision Commissioner N Siva Sankar, Principal Secretary
(Finance) Sandeep Kumar Sultania, and GAD Secretary
M Raghunandan Rao.The committee has been tasked
with reviewing staff positions—including regular, contract,
and outsourced workers—in all government departments,
corporations, PSUs, local bodies, societies, universities,
and institutions. It will assess changes in roles, core func-
tions, and priorities of departments over time.The panel
will study the number of sanctioned, working, and vacant
posts across departments and recommend whether to
retain, abolish, or modify these positions. It will also as-
sess all categories of temporary services such as con-
tractual and outsourced appointments. The committee is
expected to submit its report within 60 days.However, the
decision has raised concerns among employees. They
argue that the Finance Department already holds com-
prehensive data on all types of staff, which is used for
salary disbursement.

Telangana Udyogula Sangham chairman A Padma
Chary termed the committee “a ploy to delay” long-pending
benefits, including payment of five Dearness Allowances
(DAs), health cards, pensions, and other dues.“There are
also concerns among employees that this is a strategy to
merge departments and reduce staff to cut expenditure,”

Padma Chary added.In March, Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy admitted that the government owed Rs. 8,000 crore
in retirement benefits. On average, 1,000 employees retire
from service each month, he had said.

Employees are also apprehensive that many de-
partments are already under-staffed and rely on limited
human resources to manage administrative functions. Any
move to reduce even contract or outsourced staff could
adversely affect operations.In February this year, the gov-
ernment decided to terminate services of retired employ-
ees who had been re-engaged in various departments.
While some were relieved, others continued to work.Union
leaders also raised questions over the inclusion of former
Chief Secretary A Santhi Kumari in the committee, de-
spite her current posting as Director General of MCRHRD,
calling it inconsistent with the government’s own
policy.Adding to the apprehension is the introduction of a
facial recognition attendance system in the Secretariat in
December last year. Some employees believe this sys-
tem may be expanded to all departments statewide.
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Parental controls over kids'
tech devices is no child's play

Parenting in the digital age can be stressful and de-
Inands a lot from parents. The Family Online Safety In-
stitute (FOSI) recently released its annual Online Safety
Burvey, which discovered that almost 50 per cent of par-
pnts surveyed aren’t using parental controls to manage
heir children’s devices.These are tools that would os-
ensibly help parents filter out inappropriate content or
nwanted interactions on their children’s devices. The
OSI authors conclude that the reason parents aren’t
sing the tools is because they feel “overwhelmed” and
ecommend parents educate themselves as a good first
step toward broader use.

While overwhelm is a real thing, we suggest a big-
per problem with parental controls is how they are de-
5igned. This includes how little attention is given to sup-
borting open communication between parents and
hildren.Once a year for the past three years, we've asked
he same 33 children (initially aged six to 12) what they
hink about content ratings, online safety, game moneti-
ration and privacy. Our team’s combined expertise in
ommunication, education, policy and game studies
nalysed their answers. We also asked their parents how
hey mediated their kids’ gaming. Nearly half of them don’t
se parental controls either. They say parental controls
on’t always work as promised, offer little context about
ow settings affect gameplay and force binary choices
hat don’t align with household rules or with children’s ma-
urity levels.

The parents we asked said that they aren’t avoiding
arental controls because they feel overwhelmed by
hem. It's that the tools are poorly designed.

Shubham Mukhopadhyay
Awarded Ph.D. for
Research in Literary Studies’

““July 12 Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““Shubham Mukhopadhyay, a dedicated research
scholar, has been awarded a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
degree in Literary Studies. The doctoral degree was con-
ferred for their extensive research on the topic: "A Critical
Review of Kalya Lakshmi Narasimha's Janakananda
Nataka from the Perspective of Dasarupaka."“The research
was successfully completed under the expert guidance of
Prof. G. Shankara Narayana, Professor in the Department
of Literature.“Dr. K. Sambasiva Murthy, the University Ex-
amination Controller, officially announced the award in a
statement today.“Following the announcement, Shubham
Mukhopadhyay received heartfelt congratulations from their
research guide, Prof. G. Shankara Narayana, along with
faculty members and students from the Department of Lit-
erature, acknowledging their significant academic achieve-
ment.

Minister Kollu Ravindra
Receives Grand Welcome
In Tiruchanur*

“July 12 indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““Andhra Pradesh State Minister for Mines, Geol-
ogy, and Excise, Kollu Ravindra, received a warm and grand
welcome upon his arrival for darshan at Sri Padmavathi
Ammavari Temple in Tiruchanur today.

“The felicitations were led by Muniratham Reddy, Di-
rector of the Andhra Pradesh State Vannerakula Kshatriya
Finance Corporation, President of the BC Cell for
Chandragiri Constituency, and 7th Ward Member of
Tiruchanur. Mr. Reddy specially honored Minister Ravindra
by presenting him with a shawl and a portrait of Sri
Padmavathi Ammavaru. Minister Kollu Ravindra expressed
his special appreciation to Muniratham Reddy on this
occasion.“The event was attended by Balasubrahmanyam
(Bala), Director of the Andhra Pradesh State Vannerakula
Kshatriya Finance Corporation and a Janasena Party leader,
Obul Reddy Contractor from MR Palli, Tirupati, along with
several local leaders and devotees.

Farmers Should Focus on Cultivating
Profitable Crops - Tummala.

““Khammam Bureau, July 12, Indian Chronicle.““State
Minister for Agriculture, Marketing, Cooperation and
Handlooms & Textiles, Tummala Nageswara Rao, empha-
sized that farmers should focus on cultivating profitable
crops. He made these remarks at the launch of a mega oil
palm plantation drive held on Saturday in Anjanapuram vil-
lage, Konijerla Mandal, accompanied by District Collector
Anudeep Durishetty and Wyra MLA Ramdas Naik. Dr N V
Prasad, an agricultural scientist, addressed farmers que-
ries and highlighted precautions for nurturing oil palm sap-
lings. Minister Tummala stressed the need for swift imple-
mentation of drip irrigation systems for oil palm growers
and urged officials to promote the crop by explaining its
benefits and expanding its cultivation area. He instructed
that planting pits must be dug two feet deep and only quality
saplings from nurseries should be distributed to farmers.
He also directed the complete rectification of nursery defi-
ciencies and recommended regular inspections by agricul-
tural officers to ensure plant quality. He announced that the
palm oil factory must commence operations by November
without fail and urged for completion of the refinery locally
to ensure employment and income generation for both the
government and farmers. He assured government support
for setting up a seed factory, citing that no such facility cur-
rently exists in the country. The Chief Minister had already
signed an MoU in Davos to establish it locally and land ac-
quisition would be done without harming farmers interests.
Tummala stated that cultivating oil palm even on two or three
acres could potentially earn more income than a job at a
multinational company. He advocated using modern tech-
nology to improve oil palm yields and mentioned experi-
mental planting of Terminalia trees (vakka) in local fields as

part of the Vanamahotsavam (forest festival). He noted that
CM Revanth Reddy has spent 1.05 lakh crore on farmer
welfare in the past 18 months and released 9,000 crore as
Rythu Bharosa funds in just nine days. With some farmers
starting cultivation after the May rains, water from the
Sitarama Lift Irrigation Scheme has now been released to
supply the Nagarjuna Sagar command area to avoid any
cultivation disruptions. He also advised farmers to consider
alternative crops to paddy and shared his personal involve-
ment in cultivating Terminalia, which yields for up to 60
years. If his pilot is successful, he said the government will
encourage other farmers to follow suit. District Collector
Anudeep Durishetty praised the day’s event as an informa-
tive platform. He proposed creating short videos on com-
mon oil palm cultivation errors and their solutions to raise
awareness via WhatsApp and YouTube. He noted that
Khammam district is renowned for palm oil and has set a
target to expand cultivation to 7,500 acres this season, with
4,000 acres already achieved. Coordination between horti-
culture and agriculture departments was urged to cover the
remaining 3,000 acres. He assured resolution of issues
faced by ROFR patta holders per ministerial orders and
reiterated that farmers must shift towards income generat-
ing crops. With ideal local conditions and exemplary farm-
ers, Khammam should set a benchmark for other regions.
Wyra MLA Ramdas Naik commended farmers trust in oil
palm and called for quality saplings for small scale farm-
ers. He emphasized administrative accessibility and ad-
herence to promises made to farmers, demanding the fac-
tory be completed without further delay, noting the 18-year
wait. State Warehousing Corporation Chairman Rayala
Nageswara Rao shared his experience of cultivating oil paim
on 25 acres with the minister’'s encouragement and advo-
cated for regular awareness programs. Farmers in
Tirumalayapalem Mandal are showing keen interest and
abundant water from Nagarjuna Sagar and Bhakta Ramadas
projects, along with the Sitarama link, ensures supply for
large scale cultivation. He recommended that no cap be
imposed on subsidies or drip irrigation support for oil palm
and urged extending benefits to those cultivating more than
five acres. Participants in the event included Market Com-
mittee Chairman Hanmantha Rao, District Horticulture Of-
ficer M V Madhusudhan, District Agriculture Officer D
Pullayya, Konijerla Mandal Tahsildar Aruna, electricity de-
partment officials, relevant departmental representatives,
scientist Dr. N V Prasad, Godrej Agrovet representatives,
Agri Horticulture Society advisor Nallamala Venkateswara
Rao, public representatives, and numerous farmers.“

"Law Is Not a Toy in Your Hands,
Puttamadhukar — Congress Demolishes BRS
Deceit in Explosive Manthani Press Meet"

a6
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“PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“ Manthani | Saturday,
12th July 2025“In an electrifying and unsparing press meet
at the MLA Camp Office, the Congress leadership of
Manthani Mandal tore into BRS in-charge Puttamadhukar,
accusing him of habitual drunken drama, political theatrics,
and shameless distortion of truth.““Under the stewardship
of Mandal Congress President Sri Aili Prasad, senior lead-
ers Vodnala Srinivas, Kotha Srinivas, Konda Shankar, Akula
Kiran, Budida Shankar, and Arelli Kiran Goud lambasted
the BRS leadership and warned them in unambiguous terms
— “Law will not bend to your whims. Respect it, or face the
consequences.”“““You staged a press meet as though you
had returned from a battlefield victorious, when in reality,
your party man was found intoxicated, obstructing traffic,
and abusing the police on a public road,” said Konda
Shankar, referring to Poodari Satyanarayana, former Mar-
ket Committee Chairman of BRS.“ Instead of accepting
responsibility, Puttamadhukar shamelessly tried to scape-
goat Minister Sridhar Babu and his brother Srinubabu, falsely
dragging their names into a law-and-order issue. “Your at-
tempts to deflect accountability are laughable and disgrace-
ful,” the leaders said.” “You’re not a ruler of the jungle. Ad-
dressing ACPs, Cls, and Sls in a singular tone and threat-
ening to fix Congress boards on police stations only reflects
your deep-rooted political vulgarity,” thundered Budida
Shankar.“ “You prance around in the name of BC empow-
erment, yet didn’t have the courtesy to pay respects to
Basani Rajayya, a stalwart of the BC community. Your slo-
gans are hollow. Your caste card is expired,” declared Arelli
Kiran Goud.“ The leaders reminded Madhukar of the loyal
warriors who once stood by him in the 2009 PRP era —
Kannuri Bapu, Akula Kiran, Kurra Kotesh, Manthani Srinu,
and Veerareddy, and asked. “Did you ever acknowledge
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their sacrifices? Did you elevate any of them? Or did you
simply discard them like political pawns after using
them?”“You dare speak of law and justice after subjecting
Congress activists to false FIRs, arrests, and political ven-
dettas for a decade?” asked Kotha Srinivas. “We know your
brand of ‘democracy’ — it's laced with fear and soaked in
vengeance.”™ The press meet also tore apart
Puttamadhukar’s uncouth remarks on JNTU, calling them
a direct insult to the dreams of rural students.

“The very institution you ridicule today is the one that
Minister Sridhar Babu fought relentlessly to bring to Manthani.
Instead of celebrating its success, you mock it. Shame!”
they fumed.“ “From naming hospitals after yourself to us-
ing police officers as pawns, you've politicized every insti-
tution you touched. And now you preach morality? Hypoc-
risy has a face, and it's yours,” stated Vodnala
Srinivas.““Our leaders — Sridhar Babu and Srinubabu —
are embodiments of grace and patience, but don’t mistake
that for weakness. One more reckless word from your
mouth, and you'll see a Congress that doesn’t turn the other
cheek,” warned the leaders.““ Final Warning
Issued:*““Puttamadhukar, this is your last caution. If you
continue to indulge in drunken rants, baseless allegations,
and public provocation, the Congress will respond with full
democratic force. We've tolerated enough. Cross the line
again — and the political consequences will be
irreversible.”“The press meet concluded amidst roaring
slogans of support from party cadres, as hundreds of Con-
gress leaders, elected representatives, Youth Congress
activists, and loyal supporters vowed to defend the dignity
of their leaders and institutions against BRS slander and
sabotage.

Shubham Paramanik
Awarded Ph.D. for Research
in Literary Studlies

““July 12 Indian
Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator*" Shubham

Paramanik, a dedicated re-
search scholar, has been
awarded a Doctor of Phi-
losophy (Ph.D.) degree in
Literary Studies. The doc-
toral degree was conferred
for their extensive research
on the topic: "A Comparative
Review of the Commentar-
ies by Mahesha Chandra
Nyayaratna and
Jeevananda Vidyasagara
up to the Fifth Ullasa of
Kavya Prakash."“The re-
search was successfully
completed under the expert
guidance of Dr. K.
Leenachandra, Assistant
Professor in the Department
of Literature.“Dr. K.
Sambasiva Murthy, the Uni-
versity Examination Con-
troller, officially announced

the award in a statement
today.“Following the an-
nouncement, Shubham
Paramanik received heartfelt
congratulations from their
research guide, Dr. K.
Leenachandra, along with
faculty members and stu-
dents from the Department
of Literature, acknowledging
their significant academic
achievement.

Government Strengthening
Public Education System

STF State President Devarakonda Saidulu

Hyderabad: The integrated residential schools being es-
tablished with an investment of thousands of crores will
greatly benefit rural students, said STF State President
Devarakonda Saidulu. He stated that the public government
is paving a golden path for the education sector in the state.
He was speaking at the STF State Executive Committee
meeting held on Saturday at the STF state office near Mint
Compound in Hyderabad.He urged the government to im-
mediately resolve several issues that require minimal fi-
nancial burden, particularly addressing the plight of thou-
sands of employees affected by G.O. 317—a legacy of the
previous government. He demanded that these employees
be promptly given relief and transferred to their native
districts.He also called for the immediate filling of nearly
700 vacant high school headmaster posts across the state.
He emphasized that transfers should be completed first,
followed by promotions.Furthermore, he appealed for an ex-
tension of holidays till the 27th for KGBV women teachers
and recommended providing weightage to them in recruit-
ment processes.

Telangana's Govt
schools embrace Al for
transformative education

Hyderabad, July 12 Government schools in Telangana
are set to undergo significant changes with the integration
of artificial intelligence.Minister for IT and Industries, Duddilla
Sridhar Babu, often expresses the belief that everyone
should harness and gain from Al, and this vision is becom-
ing a reality. A senior official from the IT department men-
tioned on Saturday that Al tools require internet access to
function properly. To address this need, the state govern-
ment has begun efforts to extend internet connectivity to
26,000 schools located in remote villages through T-Fiber,
and progress is being made.In alignment with Minister
Sridhar Babu's objectives, T-Fiber MD Venuprasad Panneru
has already established Al-ready classrooms in several
schools, equipping them with high-speed internet
facilities.The ZP High School located in Adivasi Srirampur
village, Peddapalli district, has gained internet access

through this initiative. This connectivity has empowered
teachers to integrate artificial intelligence into their lessons,
enabling them to address students' inquiries effectively. An
official noted that the Al tool, Perplexity.ai, is actively as-
sisting students by responding to their questions and pro-
viding supplementary information related to their lessons.
Both teachers and students are enthusiastic about this re-
source, particularly given that they are from a government
school in a small village.The T-Fiber team shared this
achievement on social media, prompting a response from
Arvind Srinivas, Co-Founder and CEO of Perplexity Al
based in San Francisco, California. He expressed his de-
light that students are utilising their free Al tool to enhance
their learning experience, emphasising that this moment is
truly remarkable for a government school situated in a re-
mote area of Telangana.During his visit to America last year,
Minister Sridhar Babu met Arvind Srinivas, Co-Founder and
CEO of Perflexity Al, and asked him to stand by the
Telangana state in achieving technological equity. Recently,
T-Fiber MD Venuprasad Panneru has traveled to San Fran-
cisco and urged Telugu IT entrepreneurs to get involved in
a large-scale initiative aimed at providing internet access to
schools as part of their social responsibility.
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TUDA Chairman Dollars Diwakar Reddy Urges
Collective Action for a Drug-Free Society
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““July 12, Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““Dollars Diwakar Reddy, Chairman of the Tirupati
Urban Development Authority (TUDA) and ex-officio mem-
ber of the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), ex-
pressed deep concern today over the destructive impact of
drug consumption, which he stated not only ruins individual
futures but also dismantles family structures.“Speaking on
the occasion of International Day Against Drug Abuse and
lllicit Trafficking (observed annually on June 26), Mr. Reddy
participated in an awareness program organized by the dis-
trict police department to educate the public and students
on the perils of drug abuse. The event, a conference held at
the RDO office, saw the presence of prominent figures in-
cluding District Collector Dr. S. Venkateshwar, District SP
V. Harshavardhan Raju, Tirupati MLA Arani Srinivasulu,
Municipal Corporation Commissioner N. Mourya, Green-
ery and Beautification Chairperson Sugunamma, Yadav
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Corporation Chairman Narasimha Yadav, MLC Sipayi
Subramanyam, along with other leaders and officials.“During
the conference, District SP Harshavardhan Raju adminis-
tered an anti-drug pledge to all attendees. Following this, a
large-scale rally involving hundreds of students was con-
ducted from the RDO office to MR Palli Junction, where
participants formed a human chain to symbolize their com-
mitment to the cause.“In his address, Dollars Diwakar
Reddy emphasized that achieving a drug-free society is
only possible through collective effort. He stressed the im-
portance of raising public awareness about the adverse ef-
fects of drug use. He particularly appealed to students, urg-
ing them not to succumb to drug addiction and thereby jeop-
ardize their promising futures. The program witnessed sig-
nificant participation from hundreds of students, demonstrat-
ing their resolve to contribute to a drug-free community.

Blind appeal legal experts to help
their community’s problems

Hyderabad, July 12 :Gaddam Anjaiah Goud, president,
development & welfare association of the blind, Telangana
& Ponugoti Chokka Rao, vice-president, All India confed-
eration of the blind, Delhi, N. Lakshma Reddy, vice-presi-
dent DWAB, and N Paramesha, Treasurer, DWAB have
said Telangana Cabinet approved 42% reservation for BCs
in local body polls. The decision comes after the Assembly
passed bills in March 2025 to provide 42% reservation to
BCs in education, employment, and local bodies.

While this decision is welcome and commendable,
we the blind community along with other disabled commu-
nity fail to understand as to why the Government is not imple-
menting the already existing Act viz., Rights for Persons
with Disabilities Act 2016 in letter and spirit. This Act is be-
ing totally ignored. One of the important points in the RPWD
ACT 2016 is to appoint an Independent State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities who willimplement the RPWD
Act 2016. The Government failed to appoint an Indepen-
dent State Commissioner for PwDs right from the Act came
into force. When there was no response from the Govern-
ment, the Associations working for the Blind Community
have approached the Telangana High Court and the Court

issued Order in December 2024 to appoint the Commis-
sioner within six weeks based on the assurance given by
the State Government to Central Government that the ap-
pointment of Independent Commissioner is under process.
The State Government has also indicated in reply to our
RTI application in March 2025 that the appointment is un-
der process.When the Government did not respond to this
Order, we approached the High Court again and the hear-
ing is in process. Meanwhile the Government has now filed
a Review Petition to review the Court Order to escape from
Contempt of Court proceedings. This is in total violation of
the RPWD Act 2016 and therefore we request the Govern-
ment to withdraw the Review Petition and implement al-
ready existing RPWD Act 2016 in letter and spirit before
bringing in new Acts for other communities.

We appeal to the Legal Experts to help us the Blind
and Disabled community in pursuing this case to fight the
injustice being meted out to the neglected blind and dis-
abled community. Finally we will also look for our option to
approach the Chief Justice of High Court to take cognisance
of our case to take case to its logical conclusion under Public
Interest Litigation.

Sanjay Kumar Srivastava takes
charge as SCR General Manager

Hyderabad, July 12 Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, Indian
Railway Management Service (IRMS) has taken charge
as General Manager, South Central Railway on July 11,
2025. He belongs to the 1988 Batch of Indian Railway Engi-
neering Service (IRSE). Prior to the posting, he was hold-
ing the post of General Manager, Central Organisation of
for Railway Electrification (CORE).

He was instrumental in implementing various techno-
logical advancements and policies related to Civil Engineer-
ing. With an illustrious career spanning at RDSO, RITES,
and the Railway Board, he has contributed significantly to
railway infrastructure, metro projects, and advanced rail
technologies, cementing his leadership
credentials.Srivastava served as Principal Executive Di-
rector (Infra-1) at RDSO. During his tenure, he contributed
to developing advanced rail technologies, including the 60kg
R350HT grade rails, SRT/DRT with nine probes and B-Scan
facilities, and Phased Array USFD for Flash Butt joints. His
collaborations with M&C Directorate and Bhilai Steel Plant

were pivotal.

Srivastava began his career as Assistant Engineer,
Valsad, and later held various critical positions such as Di-
visional Track Engineer and Dy. Chief Engineer in Mumbai
and Vadodara. His tenure at RITES as General Manager
(Urban Transport) saw his immense contributions to metro
projects, including Kolkata, Kochi, and Nagpur metros, in-
volving planning, design, and tendering processes.An alum-
nus of IIT Roorkee and IIT Delhi, Srivastava also holds an
MBA from the University of Maryland, USA. With a career
spanning roles across Indian Railways including as Divi-
sional Railway Manager, Bikaner, he has a profound un-
derstanding of engineering, project management, and gen-
eral administration. His appointment as General Manager
of South Central Railway underscores his extensive ex-
pertise in railway engineering, metro development, and ad-
ministrative leadership. His contributions to technological
innovation and infrastructure development will steer South
Central Railway towards greater efficiency and success.

ATAL Faculty Development
Programme at MGIT, Hyderabad

Hyderabad, July 12 The prestigious ATAL Faculty
Development Programme (FDP), an initiative by the Cen-
tral Government under AICTE, was sanctioned to MGIT,
Hyderabad. Titled "Quantum Computing: Foundations and
Applications," the one-week offline FDP was conducted from
July 7 to July 12.

Some 50 participants were selected for this program
from among 99 applicants representing 25 engineering col-
leges and industry professionals across Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. Participants were from reputed
institutions such as CBIT, MGIT, VNRVJIET, GRIET, VJIT,
Malla Reddy College for Women, Sridevi Women’s College,
Madanapalle Institute of Technology, SRKR Bhimavaram,
Chaitanya University, BVRIT, and others.

Eminent resource persons from institutions such as
IIIT Hyderabad, JNTUH, CDAC, NIT Warangal, C R Rao
AIMSCS, as well as industry leaders like the CEO of Quan-
tum Al and CEO of GENAI, delivered expert lectures and
hands-on sessions covering the fundamentals and appli-
cations of quantum computing.

In his address, Prof. G. Chandra Mohan Reddy, Prin-
cipal of MGIT, encouraged participants to implement the
insights gained in their respective institutions. Prof. T. V.
Rajinikanth, the FDP Coordinator, highlighted the usefulness
of the hands-on sessions and expressed gratitude to AICTE
for supporting this initiative. Prof. K. Sudhakar Reddy, Vice
Principal of MGIT, also addressed the gathering. Faculty
member J. Sridevi and others participated in the success-
ful organization of the program.

Congress committed to Social
Justice: Mahesh Kumar Goud

Hyderabad, July 12 Describing the decision to pro-
vide 42% reservations for Backward Classes (BCs) in lo-
cal body elections as historic, TPCC president and MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud hailed the move as a major step to-
ward social justice Addressing media persons at Gandhi
Bhavan on Saturday, Goud stated, “It is a matter of great
personal pride and fortune to be serving as TPCC Presi-
dent at a time when such a landmark ordinance is being
introduced. The credit for granting the highest-ever quota to
BCs in the country goes entirely to the Congress party.” He
recalled his earlier role as Working President when he an-
nounced the BC Declaration in Kamareddy, reaffirming the
party’s long-standing commitment to the welfare of back-
ward communities.

Targeting BRS MLC Kavitha, Mahesh Goud
launched a scathing attack: “Does BRS suffer from a de-
monic curse or is it possessed? Kavitha must clarify which
party she actually represents. It’s laughable that she’s cel-
ebrating the BC reservation ordinance, which was clearly
initiated by the Congress.” He said “Changing colours and
roles doesn’t turn a cat into a tiger. If BRS had any moral
standing, Kavitha would have resigned long ago. At the very
time the Congress was unveiling the BC Declaration, she

was preoccupied with her involvement in the liquor scam.”
Goud also reminded that during its tenure, BRS had ex-
tended support to all bills brought by the BJP in Parliament,
exposing what he called a “tacit alliance.”Coming down
heavily on the BJP, Goud accused the party of lacking genu-
ine concern for backward communities.

“The BJP’s intent was clear when it handed over the
state president’s post not to a BC leader but to a person
from an upper caste,” he said. “BCs have now reached a
stage where they are asserting their rightful share,” he re-
marked. Goud said, “Let the people of Telangana decide
who are the real heroes and who are the opportunistic pre-
tenders. Our commitment to implementing BC reservations
in the upcoming local body elections is firm and unwaver-

ing.”

Kishan Reddy distributes
appointment letters

Hyderabad, July 12
Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy handed over appoint-
ment letters to the newly in-
ducted Central government
employees at the 16th
Rozgar mela held at Rail
Kala Rang Bhavan in the
city.Addressing the a gath-
ering on the occasion, he
told the employees that their
role was crucial in achieving

the goals of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's dream of
'Vikasit Bharat - 2047'. He
said the employees, who are
joining their jobs today, were
going to be major partnersin
the country's progress for
the next 25 years. “Inthe 15
rounds of Rozgar Melas
held so far, we have given
appointment documents to
10.5 lakh people across the
country. In this round, we are
giving appointments to an-
other 51,000 people. Our
strength is the largest youth
population in the world (av-
erage age of the youth 30
years). This has further in-
creased our responsibility
towards the country and has
paved the way for vast op-
portunities. It is because of
this youth power that we are
the fourth largest economy
in the world today. Due to
the changes that have been
happening in the country
under the leadership of Modi
for the last 11 years, due to
the energy and capabilities
of the youth, we are going to
become the third largest
economy soon,” he said.
He also said under Modi’s
leadership, they were pro-
viding complete support to
the youth to create new op-
portunities, in addition to just
creating jobs thus making the
youth a partner in the devel-
opment of the country in all
sectors. Reddy noted that
PM Modi’s idea was to en-
courage the youth to create

the jobs instead of waiting for
jobs from Job seekers to job
creators. “The Prime Minis-
ter is working towards build-
ing a strong system by end-
ing the old way of waiting for
the jobs for the youth and by
empowering them through
startups, skilling, etc. As a
result, 8.5 crore people have
got new jobs since 2017.
EPFO figures reveal these
details . More than 3.5 crore
youth, between the ages of
18 and 28, have registered
with the EPFO since 2020.
In the financial year 2025
alone.. 1.13 crore people
joined the EPFO. Today, the
world's largest social secu-
rity program is ongoing in
India. 64% of the Indian
population is benefiting from
the social security. We are
encouraging youth to start
their own businesses
through Startup India.
Through this scheme, more
than 1.60 lakh startups have
been established in the
country. Through these, 17.6
lakh people have been pro-
vided employment in 11
years,” he said He noted
that It was inspiring that
more than 1.6 lakh startups
had been established in tier-
Il and tier-ll cities and added
that due to these, there was
no need to come to the state
capital for employment op-
portunities.. “The Modi gov-
ernment is working towards
providing opportunities in
nearby cities and towns.

Due to this.. local talent and
local businesses are benefit-
ing in large amounts.
Women have been key part-
ners in the changes coming
in the country for the past 11
years. More importantly,
women are benefiting more
through government
schemes.If 52 crore loans
are provided as part of the
Mudra Yojana.. 68% of them
are women.

As part of the Lakhpati
Didi programme, one crore
women in self-help groups
across the country are earn-
ing more than Rs 1 lakh per
annum. Efforts are being
made to increase this num-
ber to 3 crore. As a result of
such schemes, the
Women's Labour Force Par-
ticipation Rate (LFPR) has
increased from 23% in 2017-
181041.7% in 2023-24. The
unemployment rate for
women has come down
from 5.6% to 3.2%. Signifi-
cant changes are being
seen towards economic
empowerment and inclusive
development. Progress is
being made rapidly through
the PM Vishwakarma
Yojana to support our arti-
sans and traditional artisans.
26 lakh skilled artisans have
been registered under this
scheme. Similarly, the
Standup India scheme is
also having a positive impact
on the backward
classes.Since 2016, about

Rs 61,000 crore have been
sanctioned under this
scheme. Due to this, thou-
sands of small and medium
entrepreneurs have ben-
efited. Most of the beneficia-
ries are from the backward
classes Due to the efforts of
the Central Government for
inclusive development. To-
day, we have reached the
fourth position in the world in
income equality. Due to em-
ployment generation and pro-
motion of the employment
creation, We have been
able to reach a level of re-
ducing economic inequali-
ties very rapidly,” he
said.Reddy made it clear
that the Central Government
led by Prime Minister Modi
had focused on the skill de-
velopment required between
the youth’s dreams and the
goals the youth need to
achieve and added that
Through the Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana, 1.6
crore youth had been skilled.
“As part of this, 400 courses
have been made available in
the fields of Artificial Intelli-
gence, 5G, Drones, Cyber
Security, Green Hydrogen
and others. We provide train-
ing in 8 regional languages.
We have set up skill hubs in
IITs, NITs and Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas. As
part of the Deendayal
Upadhyaya Gramin Kaushal
Yojana, we have been pro-
viding training to rural youth
since 2014.

49th Annual General Meeting of AP
Mahesh Co-op. Urban Bank held

Hyderabad, July 12 : Andhra Pradesh Mahesh Co-

op. Urban Bank, a Multi-State Scheduled Bank functioning
with a network of 45 branches covering four States,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra,
has registered a record profit (before tax), of Ra. 69.98 crore,
profit after tax Rs 53.61 crore and declared dividend of 22%
for its shareholders for the FY 2024-25.

Speaking at the 492 Annual General Meeting of the
Bank held today at its Head Office, Banjara, Hills,
Hyderabad, Ram Narayana Bogs, Officer, appointed by the
High Court of Telangana expressed gratitude to the share-
holders and the customers for reposing trust in the bank.
Boga expressed hope that the bank will continue to declare
dividends to the shareholders and ex-gratia to staff mem-
bers in coming years with an expected growth in the busi-
ness of the bank. Owned funds increased to Ra 475.18
from Rs 444.20 crore, Reserves and Surplus also sizeably
increased to Rs 444.73 from Rs.412.98 crore. Book Value
per share stood at Rs 312.13 from Rs.284.53 and the earn-
ings per Share stood at Rs.34.79 as against Rs.31.35 last
year. Bank Gross NPA in absolute terms reduced to
Rs.38.68 crores from Rs.48.58 crores representing a low
of 4.52% of total loan assets and Net NPA continues to be
ZERO,

Ramesh Kumar Bung, Chairman said the bank has
set a target to achieve a total business of Rs 3175 crore for
the FY 2025-26 at a growth rate of 18.38% consisting de-
posits of Rs 2135 crore and advances of Rs 1040 crore.
He further said it is the desire to spread its branch network
from the present 45 to 50 before the bank celebrates its
Golden Jubilee of its Foundation. Bung appealed to the
shareholders to update their KYC details in the Bank's
records as early as possible to avoid any sort of inconve-
nience during the ensuing voting process and extend full
co-operation for the development of the bank.Speaking at
the meeting, V Arvind, MD & CEO said the bank is propos-
ing for deployment security hardware & software to meet
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Bank's ambitious expansion plans; Introduction of SOC
(Security Operation Centre) and SIEM (Security Informa-
tion & Event Management) from a reputed Service Provider
for further strengthening the bank's cyber security ecosys-
tem by providing tools to track and address online threats
on a 24 X 7 basis; New version of CBS to enhance the
customer satisfaction across the counters as well as
through digital channels with customer centric features and
improvements.Entered into a strategic Tie-UP with Go-
DIGIT General Insurance Co. Ltd; in addition to the existing
Max Life Insurance; LIC, New India Assurance Company,
for selling their insurance schemes. Laxminarayan Rathi,
Vice-Chairman, Anita Soni, Arun Kumar Bhangadia,
Hadrivishal Mundada, Bhagwan Pansari, Brijgopal Asawa,
Govind Narayan Rathi, Kailash Narayan B, CA Murali
Manohar Palod, Prem Kumar Bajaj, Pushpa Boob,
Ramprakash Bhandari, Directors, Ramakant Inani, CS.
Suman Heda, Professional Directors, CA Ramdev Bhutada,
Chairman, Board of Management, CA Kishan Gopal
Maniyar, CA Laxminarayan Bangad, Er. Praveen Kumar
Baheti, CA S B Kabra, members of the Board of Manage-
ment, Former Directors and shareholders of the bank at-
tended the meeting. V. Arvind, MD & CEO answered to the
queries raised by the members present in the meeting on
various issues concerning the financial statements.
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Congress, BRS adopted double standards
on BC reservation issue: Laxman

New Delhi, July 12 : BJP MP Dr Laxman accused the
Congress and BRS parties of being dual-minded on the is-
sue of providing 42% reservations to the BCs of the State
in the upcoming local body elections. He asked the State
government as to what is the point of bringing an ordinance
to provide the reservations when the BC reservations bill
sent by the Congress government pending with the Presi-
dent of India? He expressed anger that this attempt was
being made to blame the Centre. Laxman spoke to the
media in Delhi on the issue and alleged that the Congress
and BRS parties were using BCs as political weapons for
protecting their own interests. “The Congress party has sent
the bill to the President and shrugged off its hands. Passing
a cabinet resolution for the 42% reservation in the local body
elections is cheating the BCs. The Reservations will be pro-
tected only if they were included in the Schedule-9 of the
Indian Constitution.Laxman alleged that the caste survey

conducted by the Congress party was full of mistakes and
added that it was an attempt to blame the Centre while not-
ing that the Congress party is acting without common sense.
“Why is the dedicated commission headed by Burra
Venkatesham not releasing the figures? The number of the
BCs is notimportant. It should be said how many BC castes
have got political representation. Hiding these details would
be cheating the BCs,” he said. Laxman said in the Vikas
Kishan vs. Maharashtra case, the Supreme Court deliv-
ered its verdict by giving the States the freedom to provide
the reservations. “However, the Supreme Court revealed
that a triple test was required for this. The Supreme Court
is saying that it should not exceed 50% reservation cap.
What is the State government doing to overcome that? The
then BRS government did injustice to them by reducing the
BC reservation. What happened to the Kamareddy decla-
rations that promised to provide 42% reservation,” he asked.

Eatala demands govt pay
salaries to outsourcing employees

Hyderabad, July 12 MP Eatala Rajender today de-
manded that the State government set up a ministerial sub-
committee to resolve the problems of outsourcing employ-
ees in the same way as committees were formed to re-
solve the problems of the permanent employees. He said
there were as many outsourcing employees as permanent
employees in the State. He also said if the contract and
outsourcing employees do not work, some government de-
partments would not function completely.

Eatala expressed solidarity with the Telangana
outsourcing employees' Maha Dharna taken out at Indira
Park dharna Chowk today. Speaking on the occasion, he
said the imposition of GST was unfair to the service sector.
He said the employees were demanding EPF, PF and health
card facility by holding protests. Stating that the outsourcing

jobs come under the service sector, he said it was unfair to
collect the service tax from the employees working under
the service sector. He said that regardless of the private
sector, he would work across parties to abolish the GST on
the outsourcing agencies offering services in the govern-
ments organizations.He also said that he would definitely
mention the GST issue and would raise the issue before
the central government He said that he wanted the state
government to provide job security to the outsourcing em-
ployees. He reminded that he had made this proposal when
he was the Finance Minister in the past to eliminate the
agency system by 100 percent. He demanded that the sala-
ries of the sourcing employees should be paid in the same
way as the salaries of the permanent employees in the first
week and added that the renewals should be done auto-
matically.

IIIT Hyderabad to have new Director
Prof Sandeep Shukla from IIT Kanpur

Hyderabad, July 12 International Institute of Informa-
tion Technology, Hyderabad (IlITH) conducted its 24th con-
vocation and graduated 529 students.

Vineeth Bhat, B.Tech (Honours) in Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering (CSE) was awarded the 1lITH gold
medal in recognition of his outstanding academic perfor-
mance. Revanth Kumar Gundam, (B.Tech in Computer Sci-
ence and Master of Science in Computational Linguistics
by Research dual degree) was awarded Best All-rounder
for his notable contributions in academics, extra-curricular
activities and IlITH services. Pradeep Kumar Pal (PhD in
Computational Natural Sciences) received the Banyan

Award for consistent voluntary efforts relating to student
affairs.

Debjani Ghosh, distinguished Fellow at NITI Aayog and
Chief Architect of the NITI Frontier Tech Hub, and former
President of NASSCOM, graced the convocation ceremony
of IlIT Hyderabad as the Chief Guest and conferred de-
grees to the graduating students. The event was held in the
esteemed presence of Prof. Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Chair-
man of the Governing Council; Prof. P.J. Narayanan, Di-
rector; and Prof. Kishore Kothapalli. Prof. Sandeep Shukla
from IIT Kanpur, who is set to take over as Director of [lIT
Hyderabad from Prof. Narayanan, was also present at the
event.

BJP AP chief corrects his mistake in map row

Hyderabad, July 12 Itis a known fact newly appointed
AP BJP State president PVN Madhav politely met TDP
senior leader and AP minister Nara Lokesh in AP recently
and presented him with the undivided India’s map without
the image of Telangana State. The map has become a hot
topic of discussion in the two Telugu speaking States as
the BRS party working president KTR strongly objected to
the act of Madhav.

The netizens have also expressed their anger at AP
BJP president Madhav by saying that Telangana’s image
had been deliberately missing from the country’s map. How-
ever, the AP BJP State chief Madhav has now corrected
his mistake. He politely met former MLC Ramachandra Rao
in Hyderabad today and congratulated him on his appoint-
ment as the Telangana party chief. He once again presented
him with the Akhand Bharat map with an image of the
Telangana State this time.In this context, the Telangana BJP
State wing’s twitter handle tweeted an interesting post on
the map controversy. “Finding objections to the portrait that
interprets the glorious history of Akhand Bharat is like dig-
ging a mountain and catching a mouse, or plucking feath-
ers from an egg,” it said. It also said Madhav presented a

portrait that reflects the cultural splendour of India and ex-
pressed his affection, brotherhood and respect for the
Telangana State. On the other hand, the AP State BJP chief
Madhav also posted an explanation on the X platform. He
said those who draw political lines on Telugu unity should
surrender before history and added that the Telugu people
would always remember those, who draw lines in photos
for votes and incite regional hatred.

The attempts to break the bond between the people of
Telangana and Andhra are only a testament to their nar-
row-mindedness. | am a nationalist. | am a proud Telugu
person, who has actively worked in the State Legislative
Council for the Telugu language, culture and respect in the
Telugu States,” he said. He also said the love and respect
he has for Telangana and the great culture, was beyond
political criticism. He criticised that those, who praise the
Razakars and bow down to the descendants of the Nizam,
would never understand the values of culture, nationality
and equality reflected in the hearts of the people of
Telangana. He made it clear that no one can diminish or
change the love and respect he has for the brotherly State
of Telangana.

3 days after Vadodara bridge collapse,
one person remains missing; probe to check if
prior accident had damaged slab that gave way

GNS News Agency, July 12

Three days after the Mujpur-Gambhira bridge collapse
in Vadodara district, search for one person, an employee of
a private firm who has been missing since the incident,
continued on Saturday.Meanwhile, the state government
said it would probe if an accident on the bridge had caused
“damage to the slab or the articulation”, according to a state-
ment.

On Wednesday, a section of the bridge over the
Mahisagar river had given way, leading to a number of ve-
hicles falling in the water. Twenty people have been de-
clared dead so far in the incident.The missing person has
been identified as 22-year-old Vikram Ramanbhai Padhiyar
from Anand district.Vadodara bridge collapse A 20-horse-
power diamond-wire cutting machine has been brought over
to the site on a boat to cut the slab that fell off the bridge. A
team of forensic experts is also on the site to aid the inves-
tigations. (Express photo by Bhupendra Rana)Search is on
for the missing man, Superintendent of Police (SP),
Vadodara Rural, Rohan Anand, told The Indian Express.On
Wednesday morning, Padhiyar had set out on a motorbike
with cousin Rajesh Chavda to their workplace in Padra town.
Both of them worked at an electrical components manu-
facturing factory, Chavda’s family had told this paper ear-
lier.

While the body of Chavda, a resident of Devapura vil-
lage in Anklav taluka, was found, Padhiyar is still
missing.“The district authorities are also breaking the slab
of the bridge that has fallen into the river to check if anyone
else might have got buried under it,” said the government
release.A 20-horsepower diamond-wire cutting machine has
been brought over to the site on a boat to cut the slab that
fell off the bridge. A team of forensic experts is also on the
site to aid the investigations.“The Padra police will investi-
gate various facets: Was there an accident that caused the

The missing person has been iden-
tified as 22-year-old Vikram
Ramanbhai Padhiyar from Anand dis-
trict who was headed to his workplace
with cousin Rajesh Chavda, who also
died in the incident.

truck to fall and cause damage to the slab and articulation?
The collection of loaded trucks and other vehicles at once
on the bridge will also be probed,” according to the govern-
ment statement.SP Anand said, “After the incident, our first
focus was on the rescue operation. We have registered a
case of accidental death. For our probe, we will take state-
ments of bystanders and people present on the spot. We
are open to probe all possibilities that may have caused the
incident. At present, it is premature to say anything.”The
bridge collapse occurred due to “crushing of the pedestal
and articulation,” according to the preliminary report of the
high-level inquiry committee constituted by Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

Enforcement of the P.D. Act against Gorantla
Suresh Babu of Andhra Pradesh, the main
accused in the supply of fake seeds*

T

“District SP Kantilal Patil IPS““Kumrambheem,
(Asifabad) Indian chronicle.July 12. Jade Srinivas.“District
SP Kantilal Patil IPS Said in a statement that the accused
was served with a detention order under the PD Act and
was taken to Cherlapalli Jail on Saturday under the super-
vision of Kautala Circle Inspector Mutyam Ramesh.An NIR
was registered against the accused in the case of supply of
fake seeds at Chinthala Manepalli Police Station on 04/April/

2025. He was arrested on July 03, 2025 at Ravindra Nagar-
1, village outskirts and sent to remand.Gorantla Suresh
Babu from Andhra Pradesh state is the main accused in
supplying fake cotton seeds in Komaram Bheem Asifabad
district.“SP Kantilal Patil IPS said in a statement yesterday,
Saturday,gvt that the PD Act has been implemented against
Gorantla Suresh Babu from the state.The SP said that a
person named Gorantla Suresh Babu, (father's name
Poorna Chandra Rao, age 46 years, caste Kamma, occu-
pation: Agriculture,) from Bhimavaram, Inkollu Mandal,
Prakasam District, Andhra Pradesh State, is a key accused
in several cases of supplying fake seeds. Although several
cases were registered in Chinthalamanepalli Mandal, Bejjur
Mandal, Sirpur- T Mandal and Asifabad Mandal of Asifabad
District from 2018 to 2025, he is again committing serious
crimes by supplying fake seeds and cheating innocent
people. Due to such a habit of the “laccused, the PD Act
has been implemented and the accused has been shifted
to Chanchalguda Central Jail, Hyderabad under the super-
vision of Inspector Mutyam Ramesh of Kautala.

The District SP warned on this occasion that no one
will be ignored if they cheat people in the district and en-
gage in illegal activities. He warned that there will be con-
stant police surveillance on the rowdy sheeters in the dis-
trict and criminals in old cases, and the PD Act will be imple-
mented against those who have been accused in many
cases in the past and who frequently commit crimes.*

Childhood Falters Under the
Weight of Failing Education.

“Praneeth Kumar Pathakamudi,“July 12.“Indian
Chronicle.“A recent national survey conducted by the In-
dian Ministry of Education reveals an alarming decline in
school education standards across the country. The sur-
vey, carried out through the 'PARAKH' (Performance As-
sessment Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic
Development) initiative, assessed over 2.1 million students
from Classes 3, 6 and 9 in 74,229 government and private
schools across 781 districts in 36 states and union territo-
ries. Launched on December 4, 2023 and published in July
2025, the findings underscore a pressing need for immedi-
ate intervention by both central and state governments. Not
only do the results point to declining academic performance,
but they also raise serious questions about current educa-
tional policies and priorities. According to the report, 71% of
sixth-grade and 69% of ninth-grade students struggle with
basic arithmetic like addition and division. This contradicts
the narrative of India's rise as a global economic power-
house. The findings highlight the consequences of educa-
tion being commercialized, pushing millions of families into
debt while catering only to a privileged few, leaving the
majority behind. PARAKH, established in 2023 under the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, aims to elevate edu-
cation quality, reduce disparities and develop 21st century
skills. When compared with the 2021 National Achievement
Survey, the new data shows a sharp decline in student per-
formance as they progress to higher grades. It found that
while third-grade students demonstrate encouraging lan-
guage and numerical abilities 67% use new words confi-
dently and 99% can sequence numbers ninth-grade stu-
dents lag significantly, especially in language skills. The
report identifies early education in the mother tongue as a
critical factor for success, asserting that children express
themselves more naturally in their native language. It indi-
rectly criticizes the push for English medium and even Hindi
medium instruction at the cost of regional languages. Sub-
jects like history and social sciences, essential for civic un-
derstanding, have been deliberately weakened over the past
three decades. The report raises concerns that only 45%
of ninth-grade students understand fundamental constitu-
tional principles and just 34% can differentiate between liv-
ing and non-living things. It also suggests that pseudoscience
and superstition, including astrology and folk medicine, pro-

moted by school curricula and media, are harming children's
scientific temper.““Despite the national obsession with en-
gineering and technical education fuelled by IT sector growth
only 54% of sixth-graders understand place value and just
29% can perform basic division. Among ninth-graders, only
31% grasp concepts like integers and fractions. The
government's aggressive focus on mathematics and engi-
neering has not translated into better outcomes, revealing
a serious flaw in approach. Kerala tops the list in all three
grades surveyed, showcasing the success of its long-
standing investment in public education and innovative prac-
tices from promoting awareness about food and labor to
using robots in classrooms. Other top-performing states
include Punjab and Himachal Pradesh. On the other hand,
tribal and minority-dominated regions like Jharkhand,
Jammu & Kashmir, and Meghalaya fared the worst. The
findings underscore that education reform cannot be one-
size-fits-all. They call for identifying students individual in-
terests and offering personalized learning paths starting from
primary education. With China commanding 25% of global
patents through robust research and development while
India lags below 1%, the failure to align education with stu-
dent potential and national goals is evident. In conclusion,
the survey is a wake-up call demanding a rethink of poli-
cies that reduce education to a commercial enterprise or a
tool of cultural homogenization. Policymakers must regu-
late exploitative educational institutions, reinvest in public
education and nurture children's diverse talents to secure
India’s future.“News End

‘Pilot project planned in difficult terrain’ |

Exploring use of drones to deliver critical
medical supplies: DGAFMS

GNS News Agency, July 12

The Armed Forces Medical Services is exploring the
use of drone technology on a pilot basis in delivering critical
supplies, such as blood and medicines. It has planned a
pilot initiative in challenging hilly terrain.“We are incorporat-
ing technology like telemedicine, using point of care devices
to ensure quick medical assistance, especially in remote
areas and also help evacuate patients from the points of
injury to health care. To enable quicker medical assistance,
we are looking at the use of drones for the supply of blood
and medicines on a pilot basis in hilly, difficult terrains,” Surg
Vice Admiral Arti Sarin, Director General, Armed Forces
Medical Services, said on Saturday.Regarding medical
evacuation via drones, the DGAFMS said it was not yet a
reality, but was hopeful about this becoming a promising
future possibility. Admiral Sarin was in Pune on Saturday at
the Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC). She was the
reviewing officer of the commissioning ceremony of medi-
cal cadets in the Indian Armed Forces.While speaking with
media persons on the sidlines of the event, Admiral Sarin
also spoke about how research work was in progress.
“MoUs have been signed with IIT Chennai, lIT Mumbai and
others. We are also actively working on areas like sports
medicine —mainly sports injury prevention and sleep medi-
cine,” Admiral Sarin said. According to the DGAFMS, it will
be important to leverage sports medicine specialists and
emerging technologies to reduce injuries during training and
operations, thereby preserving manpower and maintaining
the fitness of soldiers.“Armed Forces Medical Services are
mandated to look after the troops 24/7 for their health and
we continue to do that with dedication and commitment.
We are combat ready, credible and cohesive. Call us at
any time, we are ready,” Admiral Sarin said. She also nar-
rated the case of Major Bachwala Rohit, a gynaecologist,
who was lauded after he helped a pregnant woman deliver
a baby at Jhansi railway station.Sarin also spoke about the
success of Early Intervention Centres and how they were
benefiting children with neurodevelopmental disorders of
soldiers, sailors and airmen and helping boost their
morale.The Armed Forces Medical Services, as part of the
Gaganyaan mission, is involved in addressing the healthcare
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needs of the astronauts. “A dedicated team, trained through
rigorous and meticulous preparation, is in place. There are
teams from Centre for Advanced Research- Space Psy-
chology at the Institute of Aerospace Medicine(IAM) ,
Bengaluru to address other needs. Experiments are under-
way and there will be a lot of learnings. Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla’s experience about the Axiom-4 Space
mission, including effects of microgravity in space, will be
crucial,” Admiral Sarin said.Armed Forces Medical College
has set up its state-of-the-art Genome Sequencing Labo-
ratory, equipped with cutting-edge Next-Generation Se-
qguencing (NGS) platforms. “The lab is designed to support
advanced research in inherited diseases, oncology, trans-
plant medicine, and reproductive health, enabling precise
diagnosis of rare genetic disorders and molecular profiling
of malignancies,” Lt Gen Pankaj Rao, Commandant, AFMC
said. The college’s Department of Medical Research and
multi-disciplinary research unit has also been instrumental
in launching over a dozen molecular research projects. The
projects at DMR also encompass epigenetics in diabetes,
microRNA expression in various diseases, gene polymor-
phisms in cancer and autoimmune disorders.“This facility
will not only serve the Armed Forces but also contribute to
the broader medical community through groundbreaking
research and improved diagnostics,” Surgeon Vice Admi-
ral Sarin said. She also added that AFMC has made medi-
cal simulation an essential part of its training curriculum at

all levels with a vision to improve skills
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As Iran-Israel war rages, Telangana and
Andhra step up efforts to help their citizens

GNS News Agency, July 12

The governments of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
are taking steps to help their citizens stuck amid the hostili-
ties between Iran and Israel.“In view of the escalating geo-
political tensions and military developments in the Middle
East, particularly between Iran and Israel, the Government
of Telangana has immediately activated a dedicated helpline
at Telangana Bhavan, New Delhi. This initiative aims to
assist and respond swiftly to any concerns related to
Telangana residents who may be currently residing or trav-
eling in the affected regions,” Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy’s office said.According to the statement and latest
available inputs from the Ministry of External Affairs and
Indian embassies abroad, no Telangana citizens have been
reported as directly impacted as of now.However, as a pro-

active measure, a helpline has been established to provide
guidance, collect information, and offer support to families
or individuals who may require assistance or wish to report
concerns, the statement read.

Senior officials of Telangana Bhavan are in touch with
the Ministry of External Affairs, embassy officials, and other
relevant central authorities to ensure the safety and well-
being of its citizens.There are about 1,000 people from
Telangana in Israel, including approximately 100 students.
The rest work primarily as caregivers. A Telangana native,
R Ravindra, died of a heart attack while under treatment at
a hospital in Tel Aviv on Tuesday. His wife, R Vijayalakshmi,
said that just around the time the conflict started, Ravindra
felt uneasy and visited the hospital. Andhra Pradesh’s NRI
Empowerment and Relations Minister Kondapalli Srinivas,
meanwhile, said the state government reached out to 100
non-resident Indians from the state who are stuck in
Iran.“The Government of Andhra Pradesh has swiftly
reached out to over 100 NRIs in Iran and is continuously
monitoring the evolving situation,” said Srinivas in a post on
X late on Tuesday.He said a 24x7 control room is actively
assessing developments and taking all necessary precau-
tions. He appealed to NRiIs to stay updated through official
Andhra Pradesh Non-Resident Telugu Society (APNRTS)
channels.In a post on X yesterday, the Indian embassy in
Iran wrote: “All Indian Nationals and PIOs who can move
out of Tehran using their own resources, are advised to
move to a safe location outside the City.”

What’s wrong with learning any Indian
language?’: Amid Hindi row, Devendra
Fadnavis defends NEP’s 3-language formula

GNS News Agency, July 12

Devendra Fadnavis Hindi language statement,
Maharashtra three-language formula, NEP language policy
Maharashtra,Devendra Fadnavis said that as per the NEP,
learning the mother tongue was mandatory, besides two
other languages, including one Indian language. A day after
the Maharashtra government issued an amended order
saying that Hindi will “generally” be the third language, in-
stead of being mandatory, for Class 1 to 5 students in
Marathi- and English-medium schools in the state, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Wednesday defended the
three-language formula, saying it was as per the National
Education Policy (NEP).

“Earlier, we had made it mandatory to learn Hindi. Now
we have removed the word mandatory. Now we have said
that students can learn any other third Indian language. The
three-language formula is as per the NEP,” Fadnauvis told
reporters in Dehu. Fadnavis was in the temple town to wit-
ness the Sant Tukaram Maharaj palkhi (palanquin) begin
its journey to Pandharpur as part of the annual Pandharpur
Wari festival.Fadnavis said that as per the NEP, learning
the mother tongue was mandatory, besides two other lan-
guages, including one Indian language. “English is accept-
able to all. The third will be any other Indian language. Ear-
lier, we had said that the third language should be Hindi.
Now we have removed the ‘mandatory’ clause. Students
can learn any other third language, but there should be 20
students in a class. We will provide teachers. We will also
provide online teaching,” he said.“We are backing English
but hating Indian languages. This is not appropriate. Indian
languages are better than English...,” Fadnavis said.

The NEP has opened the door for making Marathi a
global language, he added. “Now, we are teaching engineer-
ing and medicine in Marathi. Even MBA is being taught in
Marathi... The NEP has opened the door for making Marathi
a global language, a knowledge language and a language
of economics...The Maharashtra government has accepted

it. And therefore, the opposition to it is not good. If you see,
Marathi is mandatory in all schools while an alternative has
been provided to Hindi,” he added.Fadnavis’s remarks
came on a day when Maharashtra Navnirman Sena chief
Raj Thackeray had hit out at the government, saying that
any move to impose Hindi on students would threaten the
cultural and linguistic identity of the state.On the opposition
by MNS, Fadnavis said, “I have spoken to MNS chief Raj
Thackeray. He is insisting that there should be two lan-
guages, and the third language should not be imposed. |
have tried to convince him that the central government in
NEP has brought in a three-language formula. If there is a
three-language formula across the country, then
Maharashtra cannot have a two-language formula. The NEP
is for the country. The government of Tamil Nadu has gone
to court against the three-language formula, but the court
has not accepted it.”Fadnavis asked, “What is wrong with
learning any other Indian language? If it is done by sidelin-
ing Marathi, we can understand (the opposition). If our chil-
dren learn any other language while learning Marathi, they
will gain knowledge of the other language as well. The NEP
has been prepared by experts...they have taken everything
into consideration. It has been prepared scientifically after
holding widespread discussions for three years.”

Finalise plan to construct foot-over bridge for
Rajputana Rifles soldiers: Delhi HC to city authorities

GNS News Agency, July 12

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday directed the Public
Works Department (PWD), the Delhi Cantonment Board
and the traffic police to finalise and submit a plan on the
construction of a foot-over bridge for soldiers from the
Rajputana Rifles regiment who have to pass through a filthy
drain in the Delhi Cantonment area while heading towards
the parade ground every morning.A division bench com-
prising Justices Prathiba M Singh and Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora directed the Delhi city authorities to hold a joint
meeting to consider an immediate plan for the construction
of the bridge.

“Let a plan be finalised for the construction of the
bridge...a report be submitted on the budget and timeline
for construction,” the bench said.The court also directed
the authorities to ensure that there was no waterlogging in
the area to ensure a smooth movement of the soldiers.
Authorities were further directed to regularly monitor the
pumping out of water from the area.The high court was hear-
ing a suo motu writ petition for the construction of a path-
way for Army soldiers belonging to the Rajputana Rifles
regiment to cross the ring road in the Delhi Cantonment
area.On May 29, the Delhi Cantonment Board said that the

\'.

concerned pathway used by the soldiers for crossing the
road was under the jurisdiction of the PWD and that it had
convened a meeting for the construction of the bridge.“

During the monsoons, since there is a possibility of a
lot of mud and sludge being collected in the area after rains,
the maintenance of this area shall be undertaken on a daily
basis, so that no inconvenience is caused to the move-
ment of the soldiers through the culvert till the FOB (foot-
over-bridge) is constructed and operational,” the court had
noted in its May 29 order.

Cow vigilante Bittu Bajrangi gets death threat
on social media, Faridabad police launch probe

GNS News Agency, July 12

bittu bajrangi, faridabad police"We are looking into the
ID from which the alleged threat was uploaded. There have
been no arrests yet but the investigation is on," Station
House Officer Inspector Ram Singh said. The Faridabad
city police on Monday registered a case based on a com-
plaint by Bittu Bajrangi, a cow vigilante and self-styled na-
tional president of an outfit called Gau Raksha Bajrang
Force, alleging a death threat against him.Bajrangi, an ac-
cused in the 2023 Nuh communal clashes, has cited a viral
video on Instagram purportedly showing a young man threat-
ening to “slaughter” Bajrangi and “feed him to dogs” during
Eid celebrations.In his complaint filed on June 10, Bajrangi
stated that the video directly issues a threat to his life and
submitted a printout of the alleged perpetrator’s identifica-
tion details and promised to present the video as evidence
when required.“On the occasion of Eid, a young man can
be seen saying that this time instead of the goat, slaughter
Bittu Bajrangi and feed it to the dogs”, it read.The police at

the Saran station registered a case under Sections 196(1)
and 351(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), dealing
with promoting enmity between groups through words and
criminal intimidation, respectively.“We are looking into the
ID from which the alleged threat was uploaded. There have
been no arrests yet but the investigation is on,” Station
House Officer Inspector Ram Singh said.Bajrangi told The
Indian Express that the culprits are those who thinks he
targets minorities.“l have worked for the Sanatan cause for
30 years. These threats are by Muslim groups, where the
video is circulating the most, who think | target them. But, in
my colony, where | have lived for 21 years, none of my
Muslim neighbours have complained or said | have beat or
threatened them. | will continue speaking against cow
slaughter, love jihad, and anyone targeting Hindu mothers
and sisters despite such threats,” Bajrangi said on
Wednesday.Bajrangi is known for his controversial role in
cow vigilantism and has been a polarizing figure in the
region.In April, Bajrangi threatened protests .

Ruling party won 22 of 28 bypolls in Punjab
since 1993: ahead of voting in Ludhiana
West, a look at the results over the years

¥ A8

GNS News Agency, July 12

In what could probably be a good sign for the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Punjab, bypolls in the state have
predominantly favoured the ruling party over the last 30
years. As many as 22 of the 28 bypolls held since 1995
were won by the party in power, with the Opposition win-
ning only six.Since the AAP came to power in Punjab in
March 2022, seven bypolls have taken place so far, out of
which the party has won five. The eighth bye-election is set
to take place in Ludhiana West constituency on June 19,
Thursday. This is also the most number of bypolls seen
under a government’s term in the last three decades.One
more bypoll is likely to take place in Banga constituency
where the SAD MLA had switched to the AAP in March last
year. Earlier, seven bypolls were held between 2017 and
2022 during the Congress government’s tenure, and be-
fore that five bypolls took place during the SAD-BJP
government’s term from 1997 to 2002.

The Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) boycotted the 1992
Assembly elections amid a rise in militancy. This enabled
the Congress to form the government by winning 87 seats,
with Beant Singh becoming the chief minister. In 1995, a
bypoll was held in Gidderbaha constituency after sitting Con-
gress MLA Raghbir Singh was convicted in a case.
Manpreet Singh Badal won the bypoll and went on to be-
come the lone Akali MLA in the Assembly.Parkash Singh
Badal became the SAD president in 1996 and allied with
the BJP that year. The 1997 Assembly elections were won
by the SAD-BJP alliance, which secured 95 seats. During
its five-year tenure, bypolls were held for five seats, of which
the SAD won four: Qila Raipur, Majitha, Sham Chaurasi,
and Sunam. The Congress won the other seat, Ludhiana
North.In 1997, Badal contested from two seats — Lambi and
Qila Raipur — and won both. He retained Lambi and in the
bypolls, SAD’s Jagdish Singh Garcha won from Qila Raipur
in the Ludhiana district.The bypolls in Majitha, Sham
Chaurasi, and Sunam were necessitated by the deaths of
SAD MLAs Raj Majitha, and Arjan Singh Josh, and Con-
gress legislator Bhagwan Das Arora, respectively. SAD
candidates won all three seats: Raj Mohinder (Majitha),
Mohinder Kaur (Sham Chaurasi), and Parminder Singh
Dhindsa (Sunam).In Ludhiana North constituency, Rakesh
Pandey of the Congress won the Assembly polls. How-
ever, the election was annulled because two candidates
had submitted nomination papers for the BJP. As a result,
the papers of one candidate, Sunil Mehra, were rejected,
leading him to file a court case. A bypoll was conducted in
which Pandey won again.Captain Amarinder Singh’s Con-
gress government was formed in 2002 after the party won
62 seats. During this tenure, three bypolls took place, all of
which the party won.In Ajnala constituency, the SAD’s Rat-
tan Singh Ajnala triumphed in 2002. However, in 2004, he
won the Lok Sabha polls from Tarn Taran, and in the As-
sembly bypoll, Congress’s Harpartap Singh Ajnala emerged
victorious.

In 2002, Ashwini Kumar Sharma of the BJP won the
Garhshankar Assembly seat. However, in 2004, he con-
tested the Lok Sabha polls from Gurdaspur and won, ne-
cessitating an Assembly bypoll in Garhshankar which was
won by Lov Kumar Goldy of the Congress.Meanwhile the
Kapurthala Assembly seat became vacant after Congress
MLA Rana Guriit Singh won the Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat.
His sister-in-law Sukhwinder Kaur then won the Assembly
bypoll from Kapurthala.ln 2007, the SAD-BJP alliance came
to power by winning 67 seats, with Parkash Badal serving
as the chief minister. In August 2009, his son Sukhbir Singh
Badal contested the Jalalabad bypoll after the sitting SAD
MLA Sher Singh Ghubaya vacated the seat following his
win from the Ferozepur Lok Sabha seat. Sukhbir won the
bypoll by over 83,000 votes, marking his entry into state
politics. The SAD-BJP combine retained power by winning
68 seats and Parkash Badal became the chief minister

again. During this tenure, four bypolls were held: two were
won by the SAD, one by the BJP, and one by the
Congress.In Dasuya, sitting MLA Amarjeet Singh passed
away, triggering bypolls in July 2012, in which the BJP’s
Sukhijit Kaur emerged victorious.

In 2012, Congress MLA from Moga, Joginder Pal Jain,
defected to the SAD. In the February 2013 bypolls, he won
the seat on an SAD ticket.In March 2014, Jeet Mohinder
Singh Sidhu, a Congress MLA from Talwandi Sabo, also
defected to the SAD and won again in the August 2014
bypolls.

The Patiala Urban Assembly seat became vacant in
2014 after Captain Amarinder Singh won the Amritsar Lok
Sabha seat. In the August 2014 bypolls, his wife Preneet
Kaur won the Patiala Urban seat.In 2017, a Congress gov-
ernment led by Captain Amarinder Singh was formed after
the party won 77 seats. During this government’s tenure,
there were five Assembly bypolls and two Lok Sabha
bypolls. The Congress secured victories in six of these,
while the SAD won only one.After winning the Patiala Ur-
ban seat and becoming the chief minister, Amarinder re-
signed from his Lok Sabha seat in Amritsar. In the subse-
quent bypoll, Congress candidate Gurjit Singh Aujla
emerged victorious.In October 2019, a bypoll was held fol-
lowing the death of sitting BJP MP Vinod Khanna from
Gurdaspur. Congress candidate Sunil Jakhar won this
seat.In May 2018, an Assembly bypoll was conducted in
Shahkot after the sitting SAD MLA Ajit Singh Kohar passed
away. Congress’s Hardev Singh Laddi won this bye-elec-
tion.

In October 2019, bypolls were held in the Phagwara,
Mukerian, Jalalabad, and Dakha constituencies. Som
Parkash, the sitting BJP MLA from Phagwara, had won the
Hoshiarpur Lok Sabha seat, leading to the bypoll in
Phagwara where in Congress candidate Balwinder Singh
Dhaliwal emerged victorious.Sukhbir Singh Badal, the sit-
ting SAD legislator from Jalalabad, vacated his seat after
winning from the Ferozepur Lok Sabha constituency.
Congress’s Raminder Singh Awla won the Jalalabad con-
stituency in the subsequent bye-election.

In Mukerian, sitting Congress MLA Rajnish Kumar
passed away, following which Indu Bala contested and won
the bypoll on a Congress ticket.In 2022, the AAP formed
the government after winning 92 seats in the 117-member
House, with Bhagwant Mann becoming the Chief Minister
after winning from Dhuri Assembly constituency. Following
the victory, Mann resigned as Sangrur MP. The Sangrur
Lok Sabha bye-election took place in June 2022, just two
and a half months after the government was formed. How-
ever, the AAP faced a rude shock when its candidate
Gurmail Singh from Gharachon lost to SAD (Amritsar) can-
didate Simranijit Singh Mann by over 5,500 votes.In May
2023, the bye-election for the Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat
was held after sitting Congress MP Chaudhary Santokh
Singh passed away. The AAP’s Sushil Kumar Rinku won
this seat.In July last year, following the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Jalandhar West bypolls took place after AAP MLA
Sheetal Angural resigned and joined the BJP. Interestingly,
in June last year, Congress’s Charanijit Singh Channi won
the Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat with a lead of over 30,000
votes from Jalandhar West. In July, AAP’s Mohinder Bhagat
won the Jalandhar West Assembly constituency by more
than 50,000 votes and was later inducted into the Cabinet.In
the November 2024, bypolls were held for Gidderbaha,
Barnala, Chabbewal (SC), and Dera Baba Nanak Assem-
bly seats in Punjab after sitting MLAs Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring, Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer, Raj Kumar
Chabbewal, and Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa — were
elected to the Lok Sabha. The AAP won three out of the
four seats: Gidderbaha, Chabbewal, and Dera Baba Nanak,
strengthening its majority in the Assembly. The Congress
managed to win Barnala.

Before the bypolls, Gidderbaha, Chabbewal and Dera
Baba Nanak were originally won by the Congress in 2022
while Barnala was won by the AAP, but the result was re-
versed in the bypoll. The BJP and SAD failed to secure any
seat. The results reinforced the AAP’s dominance in Punjab
while the Congress showed some resilience, and the BJP
remained on the margins.Punjab is now heading for another
bypoll in Ludhiana West constituency on Thursday. This
poll was necessitated after the untimely demise of sitting
AAP MLA Gurpreet Bassi Gogi in January this year. AAP’s
Sanjeev Arora is pitted against Congress’s Bharat Bhushan
Ashu, BJP’s Jiwan Gupta, and SAD’s Parupkar Singh
Ghumman. The result will be declared on June 23.

Local online channels publish opinion polls
before Ludhiana West bypoll; police register FIR

GNS News Agency, July 12

A day before the Ludhiana West Assembly bypoll, the
city police Wednesday registered an FIR based on a com-
plaint filed by an Election Commission official who said that
an opinion poll had been published violating the poll code.In
the high-stakes battle for the Ludhiana West seat, the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party’s Sanjeev Arora is pitted against the
Congress’s Bharat Bhushan Ashu, the SAD’s Parupkar
Singh Ghumman, and the BJP’s Jiwan Gupta.

The returning officer of the constituency lodged the
complaint with the Ludhiana Cybercrime Police Station.

In a statement, the district election officer said, “FIR
has been registered for publishing an opinion poll in con-
nection with the Ludhiana West by-election under Section
126 of the Representation of the People Act 1951, and un-
der Section 223 of BNS 2023. The publication of the poll
was carried out in violation of the guidelines issued by the
Election Commission of India, which prohibits the publica-
tion or broadcasting of opinion polls in electronic media dur-
ing the restricted period (48 hours prior to the close of the
poll).”The publication of such a poll is viewed as an attempt
to influence voter perception and election response, thereby
undermining the integrity of the electoral process,” added
the statement.The Election Commission official said they
received numerous complaints against online news chan-
nels like “Turn Times, Jan Hitaishi, The city headlines & E
News Punjab” that they published the opinion polls during
the restricted period.Based on the EC official’'s complaint,
the Ludhiana cybercrime police station registered the FIR
under Section 126A of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, and Section 223 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Further investigation is underway, added the police.The dis-
trict election officer said in a statement that a ban has been
imposed on the dissemination of opinion and exit poll re-
sults until polling concludes. The statement said that no in-
dividual, channel, or portal is permitted to conduct or share
opinion or exit polls till the period. Additionally, the display of
any election-related content, including results of opinion polls,

exit polls, or surveys, on electronic media is strictly prohib-
ited until the polling process is complete.The Ludhiana West
bypoll will be held from 7 am to 6 pm on Thursday across
194 polling stations, with 1,75,469 voters — 90,088 male,
85,371 female, and 10 transgender people — registered in

the constituency.

Viral Lamborghini stunts in
(Gurgaon: police register case
against unknown people

The complaint stated that the driver, whose identity
remains unknown, was filming the high-speed drive of the
luxury car under the Rapid Metro Station overpass.The
police took suo motu action after the video was widely cir-
culated on Instagram and X accounts of a TV news chan-
nel.

“The driver’s actions have not only endangered lives
but also set a dangerous precedent by gaining fame through
such reckless behaviour,” stated the First Information Re-

port filed at DLF Phase-1 Police Station.
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ACB registers FIR against AAP’s former
Delhi health ministers Saurabh Bharadwaj, Shivakumar’s Bengaluru tunnel project, writes to Gadkari
Satyendar Jain in hospital corruption case

GNS News Agency, july 3

The Anti Corruption Branch (ACB) of the Delhi gov-
ernment Thursday registered an FIR against the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)’s former health ministers Saurabh
Bharadwaj and Satyendar Jain, in connection with alleged
large-scale corruption in health infrastructure projects of the
Delhi government. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had
earlier sent its approval for the registration of the FIR.Madhur
Verma, Joint Commissioner of Police, ACB, said, “A com-
prehensive investigation has been launched to uncover the
full extent of the alleged conspiracy and determine the roles
and accountability of the former ministers, officials, and pri-
vate entities involved.”

“Serious violations of rules, tender conditions, and fi-
nancial protocols were uncovered during scrutiny, reveal-
ing deliberate delays, inflated project costs, rejection of vi-
able alternatives, and the creation of idle assets, collectively
leading to massive losses to the public exchequer. Based
on the findings, a proposal seeking prior approval under
Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act was sub-
mitted against the former health ministers,” the ACB chief
added.As many as 24 hospitals, comprising 11 greenfield
and 13 brownfield projects, were sanctioned for Rs 5,590
crore in 2018-19. The ACB said substantial deviations and
cost escalations, amounting to several hundred crores of
rupees, were observed and that not a single project was

completed within the prescribed timeline. Similarly, it stated
that the Rs 1,125-crore ICU hospital project, comprising
seven pre-engineered facilities with 6,800 beds, remains
only 50 per cent complete after nearly three years and an
expenditure of Rs 800 crore, despite an initial six-month
completion timeline.

On August 22, 2024, a detailed complaint was received
from Vijender Gupta, then Leader of Opposition, highlight-
ing grave irregularities and suspected corruption in various
health infrastructure projects. The complaint named
Bharadwaj and Jain, alleging systematic manipulation of
project budgets, misuse of public funds, and collusion with
private contractors. The complaint alleged massive irregu-
larities, unexplained delays, and significant misappropria-
tion of funds in the construction of various hospitals, poly-
clinics, and ICU infrastructure across the city. The ACB said
the verification of the complaint revealed unauthorised ad-
ditional construction at government hospitals in Jwalapuri
and Madipur, carried out without approval from the compe-
tent authorities. Notably, the Madipur hospital project was
to be completed by November 2022, but remains aban-
doned and far from completion, it said.Furthermore, the ACB
said it was revealed that the seven ICU hospitals contracted
by SAM India Buildwell Pvt Ltd have experienced cost es-
calations exceeding 100 per cent, with construction still in-
complete, well beyond the February 2022 deadline.The ACB
also stated that verification revealed that the New Block at
LNJP Hospital, awarded to Swadeshi Civil Infrastructure
Pvt Ltd, saw project costs escalate from Rs 488 crore to
Rs 1,135 crore over a four-year period, with the structure
stillincomplete beyond its January 2023 deadline.According
to the ACB, the polyclinic project also allegedly involved
the misuse of funds — only 52 out of 94 planned clinics
were constructed, while the cost increased from Rs 168
crore to Rs 220 crore. Many of these polyclinics remain
non-functional.Despite a public announcementin 2016—17,
the Health Information Management System (HIMS) — a
crucial tool for ensuring financial transparency in the health
department — remains unimplemented.

After 4-year manhunt, CBI arrests prime
accused in Bengal BJP worker S post poll murder

GNS News Agency, july 12

Four years after a BJP worker’s murder in an alleged
incident of post-poll violence, the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) arrested prime accused Arun Dey (50), also
known as ‘Bhai’, from Teghoria near Kolkata on
Thursday.The BJP worker, Abhijit Sarkar, was murdered
on May 2, 2021, the day the West Bengal Assembly elec-
tion results were declared.Dey was apprehended on Thurs-
day morning and subsequently produced in a local court,
which remanded him to judicial custody until July 4.

Sarkar’s brother Biswajit expressed satisfaction over
the arrest. “Arun was one of the absconding accused who
had been changing locations. Though we tried to share leads
and help the CBI, he managed to evade arrest until now. |
am happy,” he stated.According to the CBI, 20 individuals
were named in the FIR for this case, and charges have
already been framed against all of them in connection with
Sarkar’s murder in the Kankurgachi area. So far, 15 people
have been arrested, with five more still allegedly
absconding.Sarkar’s family alleged that he was strangled
and then hit on the head with a heavy object. Biswajit claimed
local TMC leaders had “threatened them with severe con-
sequences” during the elections.Two years after the mur-
der, the court framed charges against the 20 accused. These
charges include murder, disappearance of evidence, and
criminal conspiracy. The next hearing in the case is sched-
uled for July 4.The CBI took over the investigation on Au-
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gust 25 2021, registering an FIR after an order from the
Calcutta High Court to probe incidents of alleged post-poll
violence. Initially, a case was registered against seven to
eight unidentified persons at the Narkeldanga police station
in Kolkata on May 2, 2021.1t was alleged that the accused
attacked the BJP worker with sticks and damaged his
household items. Sarkar was rushed to a hospital but he
succumbed to his injuries.The accused named in the CBI
chargesheet include Sanjay Samanta, Samir Samanta,
Sankar Das alias Buno, Arun Dey, Rahul Dey, Sourav Dey,
Sukhdeb Poddar, Amit Das, Arup Das, Biswajit Das, Sanjay
Barik, Amit Das, Tumpa Das alias Kali, Gopal Das, Papiya
Barik, Sanjay Basak, Sufal Bose, Sanjay Dey alias Suvo,
Abhijit Dey, and Kajal Das.

How a sharp-eyed cop unravelled the
mystery behind a skeleton in Malwani Creek

GNS News Agency, july 12

Keen observation skills are a crucial tool for police of-
ficers, especially while solving challenging cases. In one
such case in Mumbai’s western suburbs in 2012, it was a
sharp-eyed police officer who noticed a nervous gesture
made by a man brought in for questioning—an observation
that ultimately unravelled the mystery behind a skeleton dis-
covered in Malwani Creek.lt was in April 2012 that the
Malwani police received information from their informer
about somebody being murdered in the area towards
Malwani Creek. The police launched a search and soon
found a human skeleton in the creek area. At the time, how-
ever, the police could not determine if the person had died
accidentally or if it was a homicide.

With the help of doctors and experts, the police, prima
facie, learnt that the deceased was a youngster. Pursuing
this lead, the police started making enquiries at local police
stations to check if any family had reported a youngster
missing. However, the task did not yield any results.Malwani
police teams then started visiting houses in the area, along
with photos of the clothes found on the skeleton. This led
the police to a few youngsters who identified the clothes
and told them that they might have belonged to their friend,
Kamlesh Yadav, 21. They showed Yadav’s house to the
police.When the police enquired where Yadav was, his fam-
ily said he had gone to their native village in Uttar Pradesh
around two months ago. Suspecting something amiss, the
police took the family to the hospital and showed them the
skeleton and the clothes found on it. The family members
were shocked as they confirmed that the clothes belonged
to Yadav.The police intensified their investigation. Asked if
they had enmity with anyone, the family told the police that
they stayed as a joint family. However, Yadav and his fa-
ther had a property dispute with Yadav’s cousins Virendra,
Ram Badan and their father, the police said.The police were
confident that they had cracked the case and detained
Virendra and Ram Badan and interrogated them. However,
soon they realised that though the family had a property
dispute, it was not the reason behind Yadav’s disappear-
ance. The police let the two go home.One of the police of-
ficers in the probe team visited Yadav’s family again and
spoke to them at length, asking if anything unusual had
happened during the last few days before he went out and
did not return. It was then that one of the family members
told the officer that a day before Yadav was scheduled to
travel to their village, he had lost his gold ring and was very
worried about it.

This morsel of information caught the officer’s atten-
tion as he had seen Yadav’s cousin, Virendra, trying to

loosen his ring during the interrogation, as if it was not fitting
his finger. The officer enquired with Virendra’s friends and
relatives if he regularly wore a gold ring and learnt that he
did not own one.The officer informed his seniors, and
Virendra was detained again and placed under sustained
interrogation, following which he allegedly admitted to hav-
ing killed Yadav. It was Virendra who had misguided Yadav’s
family, saying he had reached the village, the police said.

According to the police, Virendra told them that around
a year ago, he got married in his village and brought his
wife to Mumbai. The family arranged a small house next to
theirs for the newlywed couple. After a few months of mar-
riage, Virendra’s friends allegedly told him that Yadav was
having an affair with his wife.An angry Virendra started keep-
ing an eye on his wife after leaving home under the pretext
of going to work, police sources said, adding that one day,
he spotted Yadav in a compromising position with his wife.
That was when he allegedly decided to murder
Yadav.According to the police, Virendra roped in his brother
Ram Badan and two friends.

They planned to take Yadav to a deserted place. So,
when they saw he was worried and looking for his lost gold
ring, Virendra approached him and said that he had seen
his ring with a person, Barkat, in the Ambujwadi area. Curi-
ous how this person stole his ring, Yadav allegedly asked
Virendra to show him Barkat’s place.Virendra took Yadav
on a two-wheeler towards the bushy field near Malwani
Creek where Ram Badan and two of Virendra’s friends were
lying in wait, the police said. The four then allegedly stabbed
Yadav, smashed his face with a stone, and dumped his
body in the creek.When the police asked where Barkat lives,
Virendra allegedly revealed that no such person existed and
it was he who had stolen Yadav’s gold ring as part of his
plan to trick him into coming with him to a deserted place.

Union Minister

GNS News Agency, july 12

Union Minister for Heavy Industries and Steel H D
Kumaraswamy has backed the ambitious tunnel road
project in Bengaluru mooted by Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar.The Janata Dal (Secular) leader,
in a letter dated June 24 to Union Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari, sought his “proactive interven-
tion” in the matter that would address the urban traffic chal-
lenges that Bengaluru faces and his assistance in “critical
infrastructure” projects aimed at addressing pressing trans-
portation challenges in Karnataka.

This request from Kumaraswamy comes even as BJP
MPs from Bengaluru — Tejasvi Surya and PC Mohan —
have voiced strong objections towards the proposed tunnel
road project between Hebbal and Silk Board junction, dub-
bing it as “unscientific and hazardous to the environment’In
his letter, Kumaraswamy underscored the need for a Pe-
ripheral Ring Road and underground connectivity for
Bengaluru.“Bengaluru, being the primary economic hub of
Karnataka, continues to grapple with severe traffic conges-
tion due to the city’s rapid expansion. To mitigate the issue
of traffic, | request you to consider the development of Pe-
ripheral Ring Road around Bengaluru to decongest the city’s
core and launching the construction of an integrated under-
ground road network connecting key zones of the city. This
transformative infrastructure will serve as the backbone of
Bengaluru’s future urban mobility, significantly easing cur-
rent bottlenecks, improving connectivity, and supporting
long-term sustainable growth,” he stated.Apart from Tejasvi
Surya and Mohan, the project has also received extensive
backlash from civic groups and urban mobility experts who
have flagged serious concerns including direct contraven-
tion to sustainable transportation and increased use of pri-
vate vehicles leading to more traffic congestion.“The
Bengaluru Tunnel Road project is yet another instance of

Kumaraswamy backs DK

Congress Govt systematically destroying public transport
in the city. From the word go, the Hebbal-SilkBoard tunnel
idea is beset with problems,” Tejasvi Surya stated on X on
June 22.P C Mohan pointed out that tunnel roads pose a
threat to 10,000 trees in Bengaluru, which has already lost
over 33,000 trees in a decade.“Bengaluru sits on over 75%
hard gneiss rock, more than 2.5 billion years old and ex-
tremely difficult to drill. A 30-meter-deep tunnel requires
massive excavation through dense bedrock, making the
tunnel project geologically unviable, technically risky, and
economically unsound,” he added.Earlier this month, the
State Cabinet approved the construction of Bengaluru’s twin-
tube tunnel road project between Hebbal and Silk Board
Junction under the Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT)
model, clearing the way for toll-based road usage. The con-
cession period has been set at 30 years, during which the
selected private players will recover their investment through
toll collection. The detailed project report has estimated a
toll of Rs 330 for a distance of 16.6 km.The report also high-
lights tolls for subsequent years which are to be calculated
on the basis of a 5 per cent annual increase in the whole-
sale price index with a 40 per cent restriction. The base
year for the toll revenue is FY 2030-31.Meanwhile,
Kumaraswamy also sought Gadkari’s support for a series
of key infrastructure projects aimed at improving road con-
nectivity and safety in Karnataka. Among the proposals was
the upgradation of the Kunigal section of National Highway
75 to enhance traffic flow and safety. He also urged the
Centre to declare the existing State Highway No. 8, which
runs from Channarayapatna to Makuta, as a new National
Highway. Further, he pressed for the expansion of National
Highway 150A into a four-lane road between Jewargi and
Shorapur.Kumaraswamy called for permanent solutions
along several critical ghat sections to address issues re-
lated to landslides and connectivity in the hilly terrain. These
include the Shirur Ghat stretch of NH-66 in Ankola taluk,
the Shiradi Ghat section along the Hassan—Sakaleshpur—
Mangaluru route of NH-75, and the Bargi Ghat area near
Kumta, which are all prone to frequent disruptions during
the monsoon.He also highlighted the need for a new flyover
near Jogihalli in Kallambella Hobli of Sira Taluk in Tumkur
district to ease traffic congestion and improve access in
the region.Focusing on his home constituency of Mandya,
Kumaraswamy sought support for the construction of a
southern bypass (ring road) for Mandya city to relieve traf-
fic congestion and improve commuting efficiency. He re-
quested Gadkari’s ministry to expedite the approval for a
proposed bypass road to Pandavapura town, connecting
via NH-150A, for which the Detailed Project Report is cur-
rently being prepared.

Supreme Court issues guidelines
for retention, dlsposal of records

GNS News Agency, july 12

The Supreme Court on Thursday (June 26, 2025) is-
sued guidelines for the retention and disposal of documents
to create accountability and efficiency across all registry
wings.The top court highlighted a lacuna over the manage-
ment of administrative records.In a message, Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai said that over the years, the regis-
try of the Supreme Court has witnessed a significant in-
crease in the volume and diversity of administrative records
generated across multiple branches."While judicial records
pertaining to case proceedings are governed by explicit pro-
visions contained in Order LVI of the Supreme Court Rules,
2013, and further elaborated in Chapter XXI of the Hand-
book on Practice and Office Procedure of the Supreme
Court of India, 2017, a lacuna has persisted with respect to
the management of administrative records," he said.The
CJI continued, "This disparity leads to inconsistent prac-
tices across branches, affecting archival clarity and effi-
ciency. The 'Guidelines for Retention and Destruction of
Records 2025' aim to remedy this by promoting coherence,
accountability, and efficiency in managing administrative
records, including institutional decisions, policy implemen-
tations, inter-departmental correspondences, audits, and
engagements with external stakeholders."CJI Gavai under-
scored the importance of properly managing these records
for transparency and accountability and guidelines to es-
tablish a rational framework."Operational efficiency is en-
hanced by the systematic elimination of obsolete docu-
ments, easing storage burdens and improving record re-
trieval speed. The Guidelines ensure compliance with audit
and statutory obligations by defining appropriate retention
periods based on fiscal, legal, and administrative relevance.
They are aligned with national public record management
standards."The guidelines were stated to have borne out of
detailed consultations among registrars and officials of the
registry.

"I place on record my sincere appreciation for the ef-
forts of Pradip Y. Ladekar, Registrar at the Supreme Court,
who played the instrumental role in drafting these Guide-
lines. He was ably supported by his staff members through-
out the process. | also appreciate Bharat Parashar, Secre-
tary General, and S C Munghate, Officer on Special Duty
(in the rank of Secretary General), for their leadership and

guidance in steering the Registry through this important ini-
tiative," he said.According to the issued guidelines, original
submission notes or paper books bearing signatures of the
chief justice of India and judges of the Supreme Court to be
preserved permanently.Further, policy files, office orders
and circular files were to be preserved permanently."The
retention period of the records shall start after the final ac-
tion or disposal of arbitration, litigation, enquiry or audit as
the case may be. All the branches concerned, before de-
stroying files/cases/records will ensure that no court case
is pending in respect of the subject matter of the files/cases/
records being destroyed/ weeded out," it said.In case the
records of one branch or wing were co-related with those a
different branch or records relating to the confidential branch,
an intimation on "the pendency of court case is to be sent to
them as soon as the court case is received in the
section".Destruction and retention of records by the relevant
branches should be carried out after due approval from the
registrar concerned, it added."The exercise of destruction
of record normally be carried out during summer vacation/
partial court working days. In case a scanned copy of docu-
ments/records is to be preserved beyond the retention pe-
riod for the reasons to be recorded in writing decision may
be taken by the concerned Registrar at the time of destruc-
tion of the record(s)," the guidelines said.lt added, "Finan-
cial and budget-related documents and files should be main-
tained separately for each financial year with effect from
April 1 to March 31. All other records, registers may be
maintained separately for each calendar year, i.e., January
1 to December 31."

‘I Love You’ message on Facebook
costs bank employee Rs 7 Lakh in
cyber fraud, 5 held in Karnataka

GNS News Agency, july 12

The Kodagu police in Karnataka Tuesday arrested five
people who allegedly posed as cyber police officers to ex-
tort Rs 7 lakh from a bank employee through intimidation
and threats of false charges.The accused have been iden-
tified as Ibrahim Baad Shah, 25, from Boyikeri in the Kodagu
district; Raghavendra B M, 19, from Melukote in the Mandya
district; Sangeetha, 30, Ibrahim’s wife from Banashankari
in Bengaluru; Charan C K, 19, from Kushalnagar, and a
minor with prior criminal history.According to the complain-
ant, Parashivamurthy M P, 51, he accidentally sent an ‘I
Love You’ message on Facebook to a person on October
11, 2024. On November 2, he received a call from some-
one claiming to be from the cyber police department of
Periyapatna.The caller allegedly accused Parashivamurthy,
who lives in the Madapatna village under the Kushalnagar
town police station limits, of harassing girls on social media
and threatened severe consequences if he did not pay
money. The fraudster allegedly warned that they would ar-
rest him at his home, publicly humiliate him before
neighbours, and ensure his imprisonment.Parashivamurthy,
who worked as an attendant at a cooperative bank, was

initially hesitant to file a complaint. Through persistent calls
and psychological pressure, the accused allegedly coerced
him into paying the substantial sum over time.Eventually,
he filed a police complaint on January 11, and the police
filed a case under sections 318 (2) (cheating), 319 (1)
(cheating by personation) and 308 (2) (extortion) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).A special investigation team
led by Deputy Superintendent P Chandrashekar of
Somwarpet sub-division, along with Kushalnagar town po-

lice station staff
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Russian use of chemical weapons against Ukraine
'widespread', Dutch defence minister says

THE HAGUE, GNS News Agency, july 12Dutch and
German intelligence agencies have gathered evidence of
widespread Russian use of banned chemical weapons in
Ukraine, including dropping a choking agent from drones to
drive soldiers out of trenches so they can be shot, they
said on Friday.Dutch Defence Minister Ruben Brekelmans
called for tougher sanctions against Moscow."The main
conclusion is that we can confirm Russia is intensifying its
use of chemical weapons," he told Reuters."This intensifi-
cation is concerning because it is part of a trend we have
been observing for several years now, where Russia's use
of chemical weapons in this war is becoming more normal-
ized, standardized, and widespread."Germany's BND for-
eign intelligence agency confirmed the findings, sayingin a
statement that it had obtained the evidence alongside its
Dutch counterparts. Reuters was first to report on the intel-
ligence.

The head of the Dutch Military Intelligence Agency
(MIVD), Peter Reesink, said the conclusions followed "our
own independent intelligence, so we have observed it our-
selves based on our own investigations."Reuters has not
been able to independently verify the use of banned chemi-
cal substances by either side in the Ukraine war.The United
States first accused Russia of using chloropicrin, a chemi-
cal compound more toxic than riot control agents and first
used by Germany during World War One, in May last
year.Ukraine alleges thousands of instances of Russian
chemical weapons use.Russia's defence ministry did not
immediately respond to a request to comment for this ar-
ticle. Russia has denied using illegal munitions and it has
accused Ukraine of doing so.Maria Zakharova, spokes-
woman for the Russian foreign ministry, said on Wednes-
day that the Federal Security Service discovered a Ukrai-
nian cache of explosive devices in the east of the country
containing chloropicrin.Ukraine has consistently denied such
accusations.

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW), a disarmament agency in The Hague with
193 member states, said last year that initial accusations
levelled by both countries at each other were "insufficiently
substantiated".It has not been asked to conduct a full in-
vestigation, which must be initiated by member states.At
least three Ukrainian deaths have been tied to chemical
weapons use, Brekelmans said, while more than 2,500
people injured on the battlefield reported chemical weap-
ons-related symptoms to Ukrainian health
authorities.Increased use of chemical weapons by Russia
poses a threat not only to Ukraine but to other countries,
Brekelmans added."We must further increase the pressure.
This means looking at more sanctions and specifically not
allowing them (Russia) to participate in international bodies
like the Executive Council of the OPCW," he said.Reesink
spoke of "thousands of instances" of chemical weapons
use, while also citing a Ukrainian figure of 9,000.Rotating
two-year seats on the OPCW council will be up for negotia-
tion in the coming months.

Russia is a member of the OPCW and, like the United
States, has destroyed its declared chemical weapons
stockpiles.Increased sanctions could happen in conjunc-
tion with the European Commission, which has proposed
listing 15 additional new entities and individuals to its sanc-
tions framework, including for suspected use of chemical
weapons in Ukraine.The Dutch military and general intelli-
gence agencies, working with foreign partners, say they
have uncovered concrete evidence of intensified Russian
chemical weapons production.This includes heightened
research capabilities and the recruitment of scientists for
chemical weapons development, Reesink said. He added
that Russian officials have given instructions to soldiers on
the use of poisonous warfare agents."This isn't just some
ad-hoc tinkering at the frontline; it is truly part of a large-
scale program. And that is, of course, also concerning be-
cause if we don't clarify and publicize what Russia is doing,
it's highly likely these trends will continue," Reesink said.He
called the use of chemical weapons by Russian armed
forces "almost standing operating procedure.""We specifi-
cally linked the use of chloropicrin to improvised munitions,
such as filled light bulbs and empty bottles that are hung
from a drone. When it comes to teargas, we see that they
are also misusing and converting existing munitions to act
as the carrier for the gas," he said.Chloropicrin is listed as a
banned choking agent by OPCW, which was created to
implement and monitor compliance with the 1997 Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention (CWC).It can cause severe irri-
tation to the skin, eyes, and respiratory tract. If ingested, it
can cause burns in the mouth and stomach, nausea and
vomiting, as well as difficulty breathing or shortness of
breath.

Under pressure, Hezbollah
weighs scaling back its arsenal

BEIRUT, GNS News Agency, July 12 Hezbollah has
begun a major strategic review in the wake of its devastat-
ing war with Israel, including considering scaling back its
role as an armed movement without disarming completely,
three sources familiar with the deliberations say.The inter-
nal discussions, which aren't yet finalised and haven't pre-
viously been reported, reflect the formidable pressures the
Iran-backed Lebanese militant group has faced since a truce
was reached in late November.The Reuters Daily Briefing
newsletter provides all the news you need to start your day.
Sign up here.

Israeli forces continue to strike areas where the group
holds sway, accusing Hezbollah of ceasefire violations,
which it denies. It is also grappling with acute financial
strains, U.S. demands for its disarmament and diminished
political clout since a new cabinet took office in February
with U.S. support.The group's difficulties have been com-
pounded by seismic shifts in the regional power balance
since Israel decimated its command, killed thousands of
its fighters and destroyed much of its arsenal last
year.Hezbollah's Syrian ally, Bashar al-Assad, was toppled
in December, severing a key arms supply line from Iran.
Tehran is now emerging from its own bruising war with |s-
rael, raising doubts over how much aid it can offer, a re-
gional security source and a senior Lebanese official told
Reuters.

Another senior official, who is familiar with Hezbollah's
internal deliberations, said the group had been holding clan-
destine discussions on its next steps. Small committees
have been meeting in person or remotely to discuss issues
including its leadership structure, political role, social and
development work, and weapons, the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.The official and two other sources famil-
iar with the discussions indicated Hezbollah has concluded
that the arsenal it had amassed to deter Israel from attack-
ing Lebanon had become a liability.Hezollah "had an ex-
cess of power," the official said. "All that strength turned
into a weak point."Under the leadership of Hassan Nasrallah,
who was killed last year, Hezbollah grew into a regional
military player with tens of thousands of fighters, rockets
and drones poised to strike Israel. It also provided support
to allies in Syria, Irag and Yemen.

Israel came to regard Hezbollah as a significant threat.
When the group opened fire in solidarity with its Palestinian
ally Hamas at the start of the Gaza war in 2023, Israel re-
sponded with airstrikes in Lebanon that escalated into a
ground offensive.

Hezbollah has since relinquished a number of weap-
ons depots in southern Lebanon to the Lebanese armed
forces as stipulated in last year's truce, though Israel says
it has struck military infrastructure there still linked to the
group.Hezbollah is now considering turning over some
weapons it has elsewhere in the country - notably missiles
and drones seen as the biggest threat to Israel - on condi-
tion Israel withdraws from the south and halts its attacks,
the sources said.But the group won't surrender its entire
arsenal, the sources said. For example, it intends to keep
lighter arms and anti-tank missiles, they said, describing
them as a means to resist any future attacks.Hezbollah's
media office did not respond to questions for this
article.Isreal's military said it would continue operating along
its northern border in accordance with the understandings
between Israel and Lebanon, in order eliminate any threat
and protect Israeli citizens. The U.S. State Department de-
clined to comment on private diplomatic conversations, re-
ferring questions to Lebanon's government. Lebanon's
presidency did not respond to questions.For Hezbollah to
preserve any military capabilities would fall short of Israeli
and U.S. ambitions. Under the terms of the ceasefire
brokered by the U.S. and France, Lebanon's armed forces
were to confiscate "all unauthorized arms", beginning in the
area south of the Litani River - the zone closest to
Israel.Lebanon's government also wants Hezbollah to sur-
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render the rest of its weapons as it works to establish a
state monopoly on arms. Failure to do so could stir ten-
sions with the group's Lebanese rivals, which accuse
Hezbollah of leveraging its military might to impose its will
in state affairs and repeatedly dragging Lebanon into
conflicts.Arms have been central to Hezbollah's doctrine
since it was founded by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps to fight Israeli forces who invaded Lebanon in 1982,
at the height of the 1975-1990 Lebanese civil war. Tensions
over the Shi'ite Muslim group's arsenal sparked another,
brief civil conflict in 2008.The United States and Israel deem
Hezbollah a terrorist group.Nicholas Blanford, who wrote a
history of Hezbollah, said that in order to reconstitute itself,
the group would have to justify its retention of weapons in
an increasingly hostile political landscape, while address-
ing damaging intelligence breaches and ensuring its long-
term finances."They've faced challenges before, but not this
number simultaneously," said Blanford, a fellow with the
Atlantic Council, a U.S. think tank.A European official famil-
iar with intelligence assessments said there was a lot of
brainstorming underway within Hezbollah about its future
but no clear outcomes. The official described Hezbollah's
status as an armed group as part of its DNA, saying it would
be difficult for it to become a purely political party.Nearly a
dozen sources familiar with Hezbollah's thinking said the
group wants to keep some arms, not only in case of future
threats from Israel, but also because it is worried that Sunni
Muslim jihadists in neighbouring Syria might exploit lax se-
curity to attack eastern Lebanon, a Shi'ite-majority
region.Despite the catastrophic results of the latest war with
Israel - tens of thousands of people were left homeless and
swathes of the south and Beirut's southern suburbs were
destroyed - many of Hezbollah's core supporters want it to
remain armed.Um Hussein, whose son died fighting for
Hezbollah, cited the threat still posed by Israel and a his-
tory of conflict with Lebanese rivals as reasons to do
s0."Hezbollah is the backbone of the Shi'ites, even if it is
weak now," she said, asking to be identified by a traditional
nickname because members of her family still belong to
Hezbollah. "We were a weak, poor group. Nobody spoke
up for us."Hezbollah's immediate priority is tending to the
needs of constituents who bore the brunt of the war, the
sources familiar with its deliberations said.In December,
Secretary General Naim Qassem said Hezbollah had paid
more than $50 million to affected families with more than
$25 million still to hand out. But there are signs that its funds
are running short.One Beirut resident said he had paid for
repairs to his apartment in the Hezbollah-controlled south-
ern suburbs after it was damaged in the war only to see the
entire block destroyed by an Israeli airstrike in
June."Everyone is scattered and homeless. No one has
promised to pay for our shelter," said the man, who de-
clined to be identified for fear his complaints might jeopardise
his chances of receiving compensation.He said he had re-
ceived cheques from Hezbollah but was told by the group's
financial institution, Al-Qard Al-Hassan, that it did not have
funds available to cash them. Reuters could not immedi-
ately reach the institution for comment.

Indonesia resumes search for
30 missing ferry passengers
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GNS News Agency, July 12

GILIMANUK, Indonesia, Indonesian rescuers are
battling strong currents on Friday as they resume the search
for 30 people still missing at sea about 35 hours after a
ferry sank killing at least six people, officials said.The ferry
named KMP Tunu Pratama Jaya was carrying 65 people,
all Indonesians, when it sank about 30 minutes after setting
sail from East Java bound for the holiday island of Bali on
Wednesday night, said search and rescue agency official
Ribut Eko Suyatno.The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter

provides all the news you need to start your day. Sign up
here. Twenty-nine survivors were rescued on Thursday
before the search was called off due to poor visibility.Dayu
Made Silawati, 55, said her husband, Dewa Gede Adyana
Putra Usia, was travelling on the ferry to pick up supplies in
Bali for his job as a truck driver.Waiting for news at a res-
cue centre in Bali, she said the last time she spoke to him
was on Wednesday night.

Iltem 1 of 5 Indonesia rescue team members sail on
dinghies during a search operation for missing passengers,
after the KMP Tunu Pratama Jaya ferry carrying 65 people
sank near the Indonesian island of Bali, in Bali, Indonesia,"'|
just got on the ship," she recalled him saying. "l said to
him, 'be careful’, dear."At 4 a.m. on Thursday, Silawati said
she called him again, and again. There was no answer.Map
shows the location of a ferry that sank in the Bali Strait on
its way from Ketapang port in East Java province to
Dilimanuk port in Bali on July 2.Rescue operations resumed
on Friday in the waters of Bali Strait involving ships, heli-
copters, and hundreds of rescuers, Eko said. Strong cur-
rents and rain are expected.Transportation safety investi-
gators would probe the cause of the sinking when the search
is over, officials said. The ferry was not overloaded when it
went down, officials said on Thursday.Ferries are a com-
mon mode of transportation in Indonesia, a nation of over
17,000 islands, and lax safety standards allow vessels to
be overcrowded with inadequate life-saving equipment.

Trump, disappointed by call with
Putin, to speak with Zelenskiy

WASHINGTON, U.S. President Donald Trump said
early on Friday he came away disappointed from a tele-
phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin because
it does not appear the latter is looking to stop Russia's war
against Ukraine.U.S. attempts to end Russia's war in
Ukraine through diplomacy have largely stalled, and Trump
has faced growing calls - including from some Republicans
- to increase pressure on Putin to negotiate in earnest.The
Reuters Tariff Watch newsletter is your daily guide to the
latest global trade and tariff news. Sign up here.After speak-
ing to Putin on Thursday, Trump plans to speak to Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy on Friday, he said in re-
marks to reporters on his return to Washington from a trip
to lowa."I'm very disappointed with the conversation | had
today with President Putin, because | don't think he's there,
and I'm very disappointed," Trump said."I'm just saying |
don't think he's looking to stop, and that's too bad."The two
leaders did not discuss a recent pause in some U.S. weap-
ons shipments to Kyiv during the nearly hour-long conver-
sation, a summary provided by Putin aide Yuri Ushakov
showed.

Within hours of their concluding the call, an apparent
Russian drone attack sparked a fire in an apartment build-
ing in a northern suburb of Kyiv, Ukrainian officials said,
indicating little change in the trajectory of the conflict.In Kyiv
itself, Reuters witnesses reported explosions and sustained
heavy machine-gun fire as air defense units battled drones
over the capital, while Russian shelling killed five people in
the east."l didn't make any progress with him at all," Trump
told reporters on Thursday.Zelenskiy told reporters in Den-
mark earlier in the day that he hopes to speak to Trump as
soon as Friday about the pause in some weapons ship-
ments first disclosed this week.Speaking to reporters as
he left Washington for lowa, Trump said "we haven't" com-
pletely paused the flow of weapons but blamed his prede-
cessor, Joe Biden, for sending so many weapons that it
risked weakening U.S. defenses.

"We're giving weapons, but we've given so many
weapons. But we are giving weapons," he said."And we're
working with them and trying to help them, but we haven't
(completely stopped). You know, Biden emptied out our
whole country giving them weapons, and we have to make
sure that we have enough for ourselves."The diplomatic
back-and-forth comes as low stockpiles have prompted the
U.S. to paused shipments of certain critical weapons to
Ukraine, sources told Reuters earlier, just as it faces a
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Russian summer offensive and growing attacks on civilian
targets.

Putin, for his part, has continued to assert he will stop
his invasion only if the conflict's "root causes" have been
tackled, making use of Russian shorthand for the issue of
NATO enlargement and Western support for Ukraine, in-
cluding the rejection of any notion of Ukraine joining the
NATO alliance.Russian leaders are also angling to estab-
lish greater control over political decisions made in Kyiv
and other Eastern European capitals, NATO leaders have
said.The pause in U.S. weapons shipments caught Ukraine
off-guard and has generated widespread confusion about
Trump's current views on the conflict, after saying just last
week he would try to free up a Patriot missile defense sys-
tem for use by Kyiv.Ukrainian leaders called in the acting
U.S. envoy to Kyiv on Wednesday to underline the impor-
tance of military aid from Washington, and caution that the
pause in its weapons shipments would weaken Ukraine's
ability to defend itself against Russia. The Pentagon's move
has meant a cut in deliveries of the Patriot defense mis-
siles that Ukraine relies on to destroy fast-moving ballistic
missiles, Reuters reported on Wednesday.Ushakov, the
Kremlin aide, said that while Russia was open to continuing
to speak with the U.S., any peace negotiations needed to
happen between Moscow and Kyiv.That comment comes
amid some signs that Moscow is trying to avoid a three-
way format for possible peace talks. The Russians asked
American diplomats to leave the room during such a meet-
ing in Istanbul in early June, Ukrainian officials have
said.Trump and Putin did not talk about a face-to-face meet-
ing, Ushakov said.

The two Panchen Lamas: China's role in
Tibet and the clash with the Dalai Lama

BEIJING/DHARAMSHALA, India, GNS News
Agency, July 12 Weeks before the Dalai Lama ruled out
China's role in choosing his successor, President Xi Jinping
met a Tibetan Buddhist monk installed three decades ago
by Beijing as the faith's No. 2 leader, the Panchen Lama.The
monk was appointed after the six-year-old chosen by the
Dalai Lama for the position disappeared.The Reuters Daily
Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start
your day. Sign up here.

The June 6 meeting, in which the Panchen Lama af-
firmed his support for the Communist Party, and the Dalai
Lama's rejection this week of a role for China in his reincar-
nation underline the schism between Beijing and the Bud-
dhist spiritual leader, who fled to India in 1959 after a failed
uprising against Chinese rule in Tibet.China considers the
Dalai Lama a separatist and wants to bring Tibetan Bud-
dhism under its control but the Dalai Lama and his huge
following have been obstacles to that ambition. The decla-
ration by the Dalai Lama that he will be reincarnated was
welcomed by his followers as signifying the continuation of
the 600-year-old institution central to Tibetan Buddhism. But
many of them also fear Beijing will use his eventual death
and succession to split the faith, with one new Dalai Lama
named by followers of the Dalai Lama and one by the
government.The possibility is not lost on the Dalai Lama,
who told Reuters in 2019 that "in case you see two Dalai
Lamas come ... nobody will respect (the one chosen by
China)".

The Dalai Lama turns 90 on Sunday and he said this
week that upon his death only a non-profit organisation he
has set up in India would be able to identify his successor.
He previously said his reincarnation will be born outside
China.Beijing though says it has the right to approve the
Dalai Lama's successor as a legacy from imperial times.
The Panchen Lama is one of the senior Buddhist clerics
who are supposed to help identify the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama.The child in Tibet who the Dalai Lama chose as
the 11th Panchen Lama disappeared in May, 1995 and has
not been seen since.A few months later, the Chinese gov-
ernment appointed Gyaltsen Norbu as the Panchen Lama.

"The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama, Panchen and
other great living Buddhas is carried out in accordance with
strict religious rituals and historical customs... and approved
by the central government," China's foreign ministry

spokesperson said on Friday.At the meeting with Xi, Norbu
vowed to "firmly support the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party", Chinese state media said. Tibetan officials
living in exile in India, like the Dalai Lama, said it was ex-
actly the kind of political interference that they wanted to
avoid in the eventual succession of the Dalai Lama."Many
people call him a fake Panchen, but officially, we call him
the Chinese Panchen," Tenzin Lekshay, an official of the
Tibetan government in exile in India, said about Norbu.
"Once he was appointed by China, he had to show alle-
giance to them."

Norbu is a senior member of the Chinese People’s
Consultative Conference, a rubber-stamp political advisory
body, and vice president of the state-controlled Buddhist
Association of China.He does not live at the Panchen
Lama’s traditional seat, Tashi Lunpo monastery in Tibet’s
Shigatse city, but in Beijing and visits Tibet for a few months
each year to meet government officials and take part in re-
ligious ceremonies, according to Chinese state
media.Norbu's movements are heavily controlled by the
Chinese government and he does not have unfettered ac-
cess to the public, according to foreign scholars. He went
to Buddhist-majority Thailand in 2019, his first visit outside
greater China. Local media in Nepal said last year that the
government there shot down a proposal by Norbu to visit
Lumbini, the birthplace of Buddha.A spokesperson for
Nepal's foreign ministry did not respond to a request for
comment.

Tibetan activists living abroad and Tibetan officials in
India say, based on their conversations with friends and
family in Tibet, that Norbu is not held in high esteem among
ethnic Tibetans in China.Photos of his predecessor, the 10th
Panchen Lama Choekyi Gyaltsen, are widely displayed in
monasteries and religious buildings across Tibet and Ti-
betan-majority areas of China, as seen during various vis-
its across the region by Reuters journalists.At last month's
meeting in Zhongnanhai, the Communist Party’s leadership
compound in Beijing, Xi implored Norbu to "advance the
systematic promotion of the Sinicisation of religion”, accord-
ing to state news agency Xinhua. The term refers to a years-
long push to bring all organised religions in China under
greater Communist Party ideological control.It was part of
a series of pronouncements taken by China’s senior lead-
ership in the weeks leading up to the Dalai Lama’s 90th
birthday on Sunday, according to state media reports.
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Bride, betrayal and bloodshed in Telangana

The jasmine garlands on the gate had barely withered
when the mourning began. Just weeks after a grand wed-
ding in Gadwal, about 190 kilometres from Hyderabad,
Ganta Tejeshwar vanished without a trace, and his bride
wept the loudest.She held her mother-in-law’s hand, filed a
missing person’s report and prayed fervently, pleading for
the safe return of her 30-year-old husband. But the truth, as
it would soon unravel, was far darker than anyone could
imagine.Today, the dirt road that snakes past Gadwal Fort
into Ganjipet lies heavy with silence. It’s late June — hot,
humid, and unnervingly quiet. Not long ago, the same lane
rang with wedding songs, laughter and the clink of bangles.
Now, only hushed murmurs and the occasional sob of the
youth’s grieving parents punctuate the air.

At the edge of a dusty, unpaved lane, Tejeshwar’s
bungalow — once the centre of celebration — stands
shrouded in sorrow. Neighbours and villagers arrive in trick-
les, whispering the same question: How could a newlywed
bride plot something so brutal?Inside, his parents — 63-
year-old Jayaramulu, a retired land surveyor, and 56-year-
old Shakuntala — sit side by side on a single bed in their
spacious living room, their backs against a wall that gleamed
with wedding silks just weeks ago. Between them, they
clutch a framed photo of Tejeshwar, their fingers trembling,
the glass misted with tears.“We waited so long to see him
married,” Shakuntala whispers, her voice cracked and eyes
downcast. “And now, this is all we have left.”

Beside them sits his twin, Tejavardhan, face lit only
by the glow of his phone screen. He scrolls through old
Instagram reels, of Tejeshwar dancing to a Telugu songin
a park. In another, he is seen leading a group of children.
“Dancing was his passion,” Tejavardhan says, his voice
low. “It never worked out as a career, but he never stopped.
He danced for the love of it.”Tejeshwar was more than a
brother, more than a son. He was the family’s pride: a pri-
vate land surveyor waiting on a long-anticipated govern-
ment posting, and a self-taught dance instructor loved by
local children.From cold feet to a cold plot

The match had come through mutual acquaintances.
Ishwarya, from Kurnool in neighbouring Andhra Pradesh,
was poised, well-spoken and a seemingly perfect fit, match-
ing Tejeshwar in height. The engagement was celebrated
on December 26, 2024, and the wedding was finalised for
February 13 this year.The family spared no expense —
1,000 invitations printed with intricate gold detailing, maroon
accents on beige paper and a gleaming Lord Ganesha motif
at the centre. The K.S. Function Hall on Kurnool Road was
booked, the caterers finalised, the menu planned down to
the last sweet.But just a week before the wedding, Ishwarya
disappeared.“She stopped answering calls. Her phone was
switched off. Tejeshwar waited and then finally called her
mother,” recalls Boya Srinivas, his brother-in-law. The news
that followed shocked everyone — Ishwarya had fled to
Chennai. No explanation, no warning.

The wedding was called off. The family lost thousands
to vendors, priests and decorators. More than the money,
it was the embarrassment and heartbreak that stung.And
then, just as suddenly, she returned.“She told Tejeshwar
that her mother had pressured her to back out because
they couldn’t handle the financial strain,” Srinivas says. “She
cried, begged him to take her back.”Srinivas, brother-in-
law of Ganta Tejeshwar, showing the wedding invite.Against
the advice of his family and the pleas of his twin, Tejeshwar
forgave her.Tejavardhan, unable to accept his brother’s
decision, moved out of the family home and rented a house
nearby. “l told him she was already in a relationship. | had
done a background check and warned him,” he says, shak-
ing his head, disbelief still fresh in his voice. “But he wouldn’t
listen.”“He said she loved him, and that was enough,” his
father Jayaramulu adds, now bedridden after a recent acci-
dent. He recalls how Tejeshwar went from one relative to
another, asking them to help convince the family. He was
determined to make it work.The wedding eventually took
place on May 18 this year, at the Beechupally Temple on
the banks of the Krishna River, just 15 kilometres from their
house. Though unconvinced, the family attended, choos-
ing Tejeshwar’s happiness over their doubts and suspicion.
They welcomed Ishwarya into their home.

“She didn’t behave like a new bride,” says Tejeshwar’s
sister, Susheela. “She barely interacted with us. She never
helped with chores, always stayed locked in the room, al-
ways on the phone. She only waited for him to return from
work to take her out.”There were brief moments — she
made tea once for everyone — but for the most part,
Ishwarya remained aloof. She avoided meals cooked by
her mother-in-law, ordered junk food instead, and rarely sat
with the family.Still, Tejeshwar didn’t complain. He contin-
ued working, teaching dance, trying to bridge the gap be-
tween his family and his wife. But unease hung in the
air.Then came June 17. That afternoon, Tejeshwar had
called home. He was just 15 minutes away, he said, and
asked Ishwarya to have lunch ready. But he never
returned.As night fell, panic set in. His phone was unreach-
able. Calls went unanswered.The next morning, the family
rushed to the police station, and Ishwarya went with them.
She wept, she prayed, she held her mother-in-law close
and stroked her hair.

But all along, she knew. Ishwarya had helped plan the
murder.As suspicion mounted, police turned to call records,
and what they uncovered shattered the facade. Over 2,000
calls and messages had been exchanged between
Ishwarya and 35-year-old Tirumala Rao, a bank manager
with Canfin Homes, totalling more than 20,000 seconds of
conversation. The digital trail revealed not just intimacy, but
coordination.

The affair had begun months earlier in Kurnool.
Ishwarya’s mother, Sujatha, who worked as a sweeper at
Rao’s bank, introduced them. Rao, a married man, had
helped both mother and daughter secure home loans and
slowly tightened his grip. But when Ishwarya’s wedding
threatened the affair, a chilling decision was made.Rao en-
listed a former driver, Kummari Nagesh, and a friend,
Parashuramudu. Masquerading as land buyers, they spent
time with Tejeshwar, gaining his trust and mapping his
movements. As the wedding approached, Rao escalated
the plan — a GPS tracker was secretly installed beneath
Tejeshwar’s bike, says Jogulamba Gadwal Superintendent
of Police T. Srinivasa Rao.On June 15, the trio tried to lo-
cate him near Gadwal Fort and Sangala Cheruvu but failed.
They returned two days later, this time with a rented SUV,
black-tinted windows and weapons — two sickles and a
knife —stashed under the seat.

At 8.30 a.m. on June 17, they called Tejeshwar again.
He agreed to meet them near Kistareddy bungalow. He had
no idea what awaited him.He climbed into the front seat,
and the group drove toward Mogali Ravula Cheruvu, pre-
tending to scout land. After a stop for breakfast, they steered
the car towards Kurnool. Around 20 kilometres out, they
abruptly turned back.It was just past 11 a.m., as they passed
a temple, Parashuramudu moved to the back seat, feign-
ing fatigue and then attacked. A blow to the head with a
sickle. Tejeshwar screamed. The car stopped.What fol-
lowed was brutal: slashing, stabbing and finally, strangula-
tion. His body was shifted to the middle row and covered.
The men crossed the Krishna River to Panchalingala, dis-
posing of his phone and bag in the water. Then they met
Rao and handed them ?1 lakh and instructed them to dis-
appear.

Later that night, they moved the body again — this
time dumping it near the newly-constructed Galeru Nagari
Sujala Sravanthi canal. The killers returned to Kurnool and
celebrated with drinks. Two days later, another ?2 lakh was
paid through an intermediary.Back in Gadwal, Ishwarya kept
up her act, playing the grieving bride.But the police were
closing in. CCTV camera footage, mobile data and relent-
less sleuthing led them to the getaway vehicle. On June
20, at a checkpoint in Pulluru, the car was intercepted and
the conspirators were finally arrested.

The murder of Tejeshwar is not an isolated tragedy, it
is part of a grim and growing pattern. Across India this year,
newly-wed men have been killed in eerily similar plots in-
volving married women and their lovers, leaving families
shattered and the public rattled.In May, Indore resident Raja
Raghuvanshi, just 11 days into marriage, was allegedly
murdered by contract killers hired by his wife Sonam and
her partner, while honeymooning in Meghalaya.Iln Uttar
Pradesh’s Meerut, Saurabh Rajput, a former merchant navy
officer, was drugged, chopped into pieces and stuffed into
a cement drum by his wife Muskan and her lover, Sahil
Shukla, in March.The same month, in Auraiya (U.P.), 25-
year-old Dilip Yadav was stabbed to death two weeks after
his wedding — another victim of a conspiracy led by his
wife Pragati and her lover.These chilling cases have trig-
gered a surge in pre-marital background checks across the
country.

“We have seen a 30-40% rise in background verifica-
tion requests over the past five years — and a clear 10—
15% spike just in 2025,” says Kumar from Scout Detective
Agency in Hyderabad. “Most marriages today are arranged
through online platforms where families barely know each
other. Now, background checks have become routine.
Families want to know everything — character, job con-
duct, financials and even romantic history. If the person’s
behaviour or body language seems off, they ask us to dig
deeper.”Captain D.K. Giri, who founded Sharp Detectives
in Secunderabad in 1978, confirms the trend. “Back then,
these checks were rare. Today, | get five to seven requests
a day — both pre- and post-marital,” he says.Even within
his own home, the shift is stark. “Three of my five sons,
aged 44, 32 and 30, have decided not to marry at all. They
say it's not worth the risk,” Giri says. He believes societal
pressure is partly to blame. “Children are pushed into mar-
riage without emotional alignment. The heart is elsewhere,
but they go through with it to please the family. That dishon-
esty often leads to devastating outcomes.”Diana Monteiro,
a counselling psychologist in Hyderabad, sees this pres-
sure play out often in her practice. “Arranged marriages
aren’tinherently the problem. Forced ones are,” she says.

“Once a match is approved by elders, the emotional
or logical concerns of the bride or groom are dismissed.
Emotional blackmail and abuse are commonly used to pres-
sure them into agreeing. But when problems arise after
marriage, the same families ask, ‘Why did you marry if you
didn’t want to?’ or they blame the child for not fighting hard
enough,” she adds.She notes growing fear among young
people. “l find people more cautious, more sceptical. | have
heard half-anxious, half-joking remarks like, ‘Hope they don’t

kill me’,” she shares.

She highlights to the pressure around past relation-
ships. “Many young men expect their wives to have no his-
tory, no baggage. That creates secrecy. If the truth comes
out and the man reacts violently, it can lead to unimagin-
able consequences.”But even as men are increasingly at
risk in such headline-grabbing cases, the larger picture still
reveals a society where women continue to suffer in si-
lence. This is just one layer of a much deeper issue, says
Purnima Nagaraja, therapist and consultant mental health
expert, pointing to widespread dowry deaths and crimes
against women in the country.Relatives and neighbours
outside the house that Ganta Tejeshwar had built for his
family in 2022.

“Our society continues to expect women to be sub-
missive, tolerant and silently endure suffering. The idea that
women themselves could be behind such violent acts is a
bitter pill to swallow,” she says.According to her, the root
problem lies in how marriages are still arranged — more as
alliances between caste, class, and income brackets than
between compatible individuals: “Elders often hold the be-
lief that love can happen after marriage. But today’s gen-
eration lives in a world shaped by social media, dating cul-
ture and conversations around choice and intimacy.”Back
in Ganjipet, the wedding album gathers dust on the shelves.
In the flickering light of a corner room, Tejeshwar’s father
stares at his son’s photograph — the last one taken before
the ceremony. His hands tremble as he touches the frame,
his voice barely a whisper. “Why him?” he asks.

EaseMyTrip co-founder
pledges share worth Rs 93.6
crore for ‘personal use’

New Delhi: Prashant Pitti, co-founder and executive
director of online travel platform EaseMyTrip, has pledged
9 crore shares in the company to Motilal Oswal Financial
Services for “personal use”. The pledge was created on June
26 and amounts to around 2.54 per cent of EaseMyTrip’s
total equity, according to its regulatory filing to the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE). EaseMyTrip denies allegations
against founder Pitti in Mahadev app betting case, claims
entirely baseless and misleadingBased on the current mar-
ket price (Rs 10.40), the value of the pledged shares is es-
timated at approximately Rs 93.6 crore.While the exact
purpose behind the personal use has not been revealed,
such pledging by promoters often raises concerns among
investors about the promoter’s financial position and the
company’s future shareholding stability. This development
comes at a time when the company is already in the
spotlight.Earlier this year, EaseMyTrip issued a public clari-
fication denying any link with the Mahadev Betting App, af-
ter the Enforcement Directorate carried out searches in re-
lation to the case.The company stressed that it follows ethi-
cal business practices and is fully cooperating with authori-

A new BHARAT- establishing baseline health
parameters for the Indian population

We don’t all age the same way, but we all do age. We
intuitively recognise frailty when things start to slow down.
Ageing unfolds at different rates, over time, between indi-
viduals, within and across populations. Often, it happens in
bursts. Ageing is complicated. It is driven by molecular and
cellular interactions and is shaped by one’s environment,
lifestyle, and socioeconomic conditions. This means one’s
chronological age often doesn’t reflect how old one’s body
really is.Since researchers discovered in 1935 that ageing
can be altered, they have been looking for reliable biologi-
cal clues, called biomarkers, that in isolation or together
can indicate how old our bodies are and how they might
respond to factors such as diet, exercise, etc.

Last year, the Indian Institute of Science (l1Sc),
Bengaluru, launched a large-scale study called BHARAT,
short for ‘Biomarkers of Healthy Aging, Resilience, Adver-
sity, and Transitions’, as part of its Longevity India Program.
The study aims to map the physiological, molecular, and
environmental indicators that drive ageing in the Indian
population.“We lack clear information on what features de-
fine or influence healthy ageing,” says Deepak Kumar Saini,
convener of BHARAT and professor of development biol-
ogy and genetics at [ISc. “We are building an information
portal to understand the rules of healthy ageing in
Indians.”Worldwide, life expectancy has risen significantly
over the past few decades. In India it climbed 4.1 years to
67.3 in the first two decades of this century.Living longer
doesn’t mean living healthier, however. Studies have pre-
dicted a 168% increase in Parkinson’s disease cases in
India by 2050 and a 200% rise in dementia across low- and
middle-income countries. Yet much of what we know about
health and disease risk comes from studies in Western
populations, which means the diagnostic tools, biomarkers,
and even treatments may not be optimal for people in India
or other non-Western countries.

This limited focus has created a gap between popula-
tion-based biomarkers and diagnostic cut-offs for people in
the Global South. This can lead to misdiagnosis and treat-

Except for the gentle gush of rainwater cascading
through a crystal-clear rivulet outside her window, Daisy’s
home ar Ainkombu, a few metres from the Pala-
Thodupuzha road, sits in total silence.Flanked by rolling
green hills on one side and a patchwork of farmland on the
other, the view could easily grace a postcard. But for Daisy,
60, living alone in the house she once built with her late
husband Kariyachan, this silence is far from peaceful.

Her children now live far away. Days slip by quietly,
broken only by the occasional chirping of birds and rustling
of leaves in the breeze. But now, what breaks the silence
are the memories that keep popping up from two decades
ago.In her backyard, half-buried in the thick undergrowth,
lies a moss-covered boundary stone planted by railway sur-
veyors a few years ago. To Daisy, it's a marker of prom-
ises unkept.Since the day it appeared, her life has taken a
turn. Her life got stuck abruptly. She is unable to sell the
holding or use it as collateral. Her home, like her life, re-
mains trapped in the shadow of a railway line that never
came. That project is the Sabari rail line, a long-envisioned
route meant to connect Angamaly to the pilgrimage town of
Sabarimala through the rubber-growing areas of central
Travancore.

Daisy’s land was once earmarked for Ramapuram
railway station, which was expected to serve six panchayats
in Meenachil taluk. Nearly 80% of her property, including
farmland and polders, was marked for acquisition. “This land
was the hub of the protests,” she says, her gaze fixed on
the stillness beyond her doorstep.“Now it’s all gone and quiet.
People are tired. We just want clarity. Are we staying? Or
are we leaving?” she asks. The protests started after they
marked the rail line through the area. Her husband,
Kariyachan, was at the forefront of the agitation. “But that
was so long ago. Nobody is opposing it now. We just want
to know what comes next,” says Daisy in a disillusioned
tone.

Just a few metres away, another life remains sus-
pended in uncertainty. Jose Joseph, 75, tends to rows of
rubber saplings at Kavalathil Rubber Nursery, which he has
nurtured for over four decades. Unlike Daisy, he is less
concerned about losing the land but troubled by the
agonising uncertainty the proposed project has forced on
their lives.“My house is on the alignment of the rail line. So
are my children’s,” he says. “We built our lives here. If the
railway is coming, let them say it. Should we stay or move?”

For more than a quarter century, that question has
loomed over nearly 5,000 families across the 70-km stretch
of the rail project (from Kalady to Ramapuram) whose prop-
erties have been surveyed and marked. Some properties
were surveyed on foot, others from air, but all remain in
limbo. No one can build, sell or mortgage as all transac-
tions related to the property have been stalled. Life is paused,
awaiting a future that never arrives.At the other end of the
line, things are no better. Near the Cochin international air-
port, Kalady railway station, the only station built under the
project in its initial phase, stands deserted. Weeds have
overgrown the platform. Even local people seem to have
forgotten about the existence of the station.Across the
Periyar river at Okkal, M.P. Vishwanathan Nair's house
stands as another casualty of an ambitious project that
never materialised. A former non-resident Keralite, he had

ments that don’t reflect how diseases progress or respond
to therapeutics in different groups.“Western values for cho-
lesterol, vitamin D, or B12 may label many Indians as defi-
cient. But are these truly abnormal within our context? Our
study aims to answer that. We are not only identifying
biomarkers for healthy ageing but also building the Bharat
Baseline — a reliable reference for what is normal in the
Indian population,” Prof. Saini says.Earlier this year, re-
searchers from Sichuan, China, reported in Scientific Re-
ports that certain biomarkers for breast cancer, such as
high levels of high-density lipoprotein cholesterol, could sig-
nal an elevated risk in European populations but may serve
as supportive indicators in Asians.“We see differences in
inflammatory markers. For instance, C-reactive protein
(CRP) levels tend to be elevated in Indians even without
acute iliness. This inflammation often results from early-life
infections, environmental toxins, or chronic nutritional and
metabolic issues,” Shawn T. Joseph, senior consultant,
head and neck surgical oncology, VPS Lakeshore Hospital
in Kochi, says. “Applying Western CRP cut-offs risks miss-
ing early warning signs of cardiovascular or metabolic dis-
ease in Indian patients,” he adds.

BHARAT’s goal is to change this. Its database will in-
clude genomic biomarkers (like mutations linked to disease
susceptibility), proteomic and metabolic indicators (reflect-
ing biological pathways and metabolic health), and environ-
mental and lifestyle factors.ldentifying early warning signs
of age-related changes can enable better prediction, inter-
vention, and potentially delay the onset of disease. There is
a need for proactive markers of health, indicators that can
tell when an organ is functioning below its optimal level, even
if itis not yet diseased. For instance, your liver age is more
than your chronological age. To do that, researchers must
sift through large, many-dimensional datasets and plan to
take the help of artificial intelligence (Al) models.“Al and
machine learning are essential to integrate and analyse lay-
ered data to see the full picture. It can simulate the impact
of interventions and augment existing datasets to improve
signal detection that may otherwise be missed in high-di-
mensional, small-sample studies. This will help us choose
the most effective interventions before launching costly tri-
als,” says Tavpritesh Sethi, professor of computational bi-
ology at the Indraprastha Institute of Information Technol-
ogy, Delhi, who is also one of the investigators of
BHARAT.However, if the Al models’ training datasets don’t
reflect local realities, they risk perpetuating health inequi-
ties. India’s population is genetically, environmentally, and
socioeconomically diverse. Capturing this diversity in a
single database is crucial but also logistically complex. Prof
Saini anticipates a few challenges, including the difficulty of
obtaining samples from healthy adults, securing long-term
government and philanthropic funding, and expanding the
study to collect samples from across the country.

hoped to expand his modest 900 sq ft home. But the dream
collapsed before it could take off.“By the time | got back,
revenue officials had marked the land for the project. The
railway line was to cut right through my holding,” he recalls.
“They said | wouldn’t get compensation for any new work.
So, | left the house unaltered. It's been more than 20 years,”
he says.

Though he tried to sell off the holding, potential buyers
walked away on learning about the land’s status. A few years
later, he approached the Revenue department seeking com-
pensation. Officials returned his application without offering
any explanation.Unable to endure the uncertainty, he joined
a hunger strike outside the same office. It lasted 21 days
before being halted by pandemic restrictions. Now, there’s
a flicker of hope.Recently, Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan agreed
to resume land acquisition for the project.V. Abdurahiman,
Kerala Minister in charge of Railways, says a few issues
related to the cost-sharing formula between the Centre and
the State government and administrative matters are yet to
be resolved. “The project is finally moving. We are awaiting
afinal intimation from the Railways by the first week of July,”
he says.

“Since the alignment was fixed years ago, there’s no
need to change it and trouble people again. If all goes well,
land acquisition will be completed within a year,” he says.But
the numbers tell a story of massive delay.

Of the 111-km-long route (including land where physi-
cal survey has not been done), just seven kilometres of
tracks has been laid. Besides, the station near Kalady, a
lone bridge over the Periyar river stands as the project’s
only completed structure. Sanctioned in the 1997-1998 Union
Budget, the project has seen only 24 ha acquired out of the
required 303 ha. The original estimate of 7550 crore has
now escalated to nearly 74,000 crore.“The vision was al-
ways clear,” says former Union Minister P. C. Thomas,
who first proposed the project. He believes it could trans-
form regional economies from plywood and rice mills in
Perumbavoor and Kalady to pineapple farming in
Vazhakulam and tourism in the high ranges.“It would open
export routes for crops such as pineapple, cardamom, pep-
per, and rubber,” he says. “But we’ve lost time, resources,
and trust.”

Along the route, 11 Sabari railway action councils were
formed, which eventually merged to form the Sabari Rail-
way Central Action Council.Towns such as Thodupuzha,
Muvattupuzha, Kothamangalam, and Perumbavoor became
protest sites, where people, disheartened by years of un-
certainty over displacement and financial crisis caused by
the freezing of land transactions, took to the streets. The
matter even reached the Kerala High Court, which ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the prolonged delay. Yet, the
project failed to take off.Jijo Panachinani, secretary of the
action council, says the damage caused by expired acqui-
sition notices has been deep and personal. “More than 5,000
families were affected. The notifications are gone, but the
consequences remain,” he says.

“People couldn’t mortgage or sell their holdings. Some
families broke up over partition disputes. Many were forced
to turn to private lenders when banks refused their land as
collateral.”Much of the delay stemmed from the disagree-
ments between the Union and the State governments over
funding. In 2015, the Congress-led United Democratic Front
government agreed to share the cost of the project and
signed an MoU with the Railways.The Communist Party of
India (Marxist)-led Left Democratic Front government, af-
ter withdrawing from the MoU in 2016, agreed to rejoin it in
2021. However, it insisted that the State’s share of the
project cost be excluded from its borrowing limit. It remains
unclear whether this issue has been resolved.For R. Manoj,
a lawyer from Pala, the plight of the affected families be-
came a personal mission. In 2007, he visited every local
body along the alignment, urging them to pass resolutions
in support of the project.
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Athletes see climate change as threatening their
sports and their health. Some are speaking up

-——

Pragnya Mohan has been a professional triathlete for
nearly a decade, but summers in her native India are now
so hot that she can't train there anymore. She escaped the
heat to train in the United Kingdom but worries about a day
when a warming world kills her sport entirely. American dis-
cus thrower Sam Mattis described temperatures as high
as 44 Celsius (111 Fahrenheit) at the 2021 U.S.

Olympic trials in Eugene, Oregon, caused some fans,
officials, and athletes to pass out. New Zealand soccer
player Katie Rood recalled training in heat chambers to pre-
pare for the Tokyo Olympics, and warmups cut short in
high heat and humidity. All three spoke at the United Na-
tions climate summit in Baku, Azerbaijan to talk about the
threat that climate change poses to them, to fans, and to
sport itself.With billions of fans worldwide, they’re among
athletes and leagues trying to get more people to care, and
act, on climate change. “In the future, if climate change is
not addressed and is not thoughtfully handled, triathlons can
cease to exist,” Mohan said at a panel discussion. It's not
all about heat. Mohan noted this year’s Paris Olympics had
to delay some triathlon events because heavy rains — which
have increased as a warming atmosphere holds more wa-
ter — contributed to high bacteria levels in the Seine
River.Some top soccer clubs have gotten together in a cli-
mate action alliance aimed at reducing emissions and in-
spiring fans to act on climate change. One of those is La
Liga club Real Betis. Rafael Muela Pastor, general man-
ager of the club’s foundation, said at another panel in Baku
that soccer is “the most powerful and massive sport in the
world” and it’s crucial that “we have to do something.”

“We have a superpower and we have a responsibility
with that,” he said. Leslie Mabon, a lecturer on environmen-
tal systems at the United Kingdom’s Open University, said
athletes can raise awareness on issues like global warm-
ing, but the most transformative activism often comes from
elsewhere.“l do think athletes can move the needle, but
sometimes it's away from the very highest levels,” said
Mabon.Climate change is also making sports more expen-

sive and widening disparities. Climate change is also mak-
ing sports more expensive and widening disparities. (Source:
Freepik)“The financial implications of what’s at stake do
make it very difficult, and particularly the governing bodies
— the leagues, the FIFAs of this world — it’s very hard to
get them to take action.” FIFA — the governing body for
world soccer — was unmoved by concerns about heat and
human rights in holding the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, a
country criticized for its treatment of migrant workers,
among other issues. And at times, outwardly positive ac-
tions from sports leaders can be little more than
greenwashing.FIFA President Gianni Infantino attended
COP29 and posted on Instagram about extending a part-
nership with Pacific Island nations to foster “climate-resil-
ient football development” and raise awareness about cli-
mate change. That came just months after FIFA signed a
sponsorship deal with Saudi Arabia’s state oil giant Aramco.
Women soccer players from around the world signed an
open letter urging FIFA to end the deal, citing both the
country’s record on the rights of women and LGBTQ+ people
and the impact of fossil fuel production on climate
change.FIFA did not immediately respond to a request for
comment from The Associated Press. “It's very hard for
anything that comes from the top levels to be taken seri-
ously or to be taken credibly when you still have these kind
of deals in place,” Mabon said.Climate change is also mak-
ing sports more expensive and widening disparities. Jes-
sica Murfree, assistant professor of sports administration
at the University of North Carolina, said athletes will have
to travel farther and spend more to train and compete as
some places become incompatible with sport because it’s
too hot or there isn’t enough snow. “That’s going to have a
massive impact on athletes and athlete hopefuls,” she
said.“It drives a bigger socioeconomic wedge between the
haves and the have-nots, which then becomes a justice
issue.”Sports are seeking to adapt to a hotter planet. Some-
times competitions get moved to different places, or start-
ing times get shifted to cooler parts of the day.Then there’s
technology: Qatar spent billions on air-conditioned stadiums
at its World Cup to keep fans and players cool.But sports
can’t air-condition its way out of the climate crisis, said Rood,
the New Zealand soccer player. The energy it requires “is a
huge cost to the environment,” she said in an interview,
adding: “It's not just the isolated events that happen once or
twice a year. I’s the training and the lead-up ... those con-
ditions can’t necessarily be created every time.”And that’s
concerning for Tina Muir, a former elite runner from the
United Kingdom who talks about the threat of climate change
through the business she founded, Running for Real. Ath-
letes are conditioned to push themselves beyond their lim-
its, she said.“It's going to be almost like a war of attrition for
many athletes,” Muir said. “It's who can handle these tough
conditions the most. ... but also becomes a bit of a safety
game, being able to tough it out but doing long-term dam-
age to yourself in the process.

Democratising Al needs a
radically different approach

The growing power and influence of Big Tech compa-
nies is a concern for policymakers worldwide. To break Big
Tech'’s hold over the Artificial Intelligence (Al) ecosystem
and democratise Al development, India, like many other
countries, is investing in sovereign cloud infrastructure, cre-
ating open data platforms and supporting local start-ups.
However, these efforts are unlikely to be enough and may
even deepen Big Tech’s dominance.

The enormous computational costs of building deep
learning models make it nearly impossible for smaller play-
ers to compete. Deep learning is now the popular form of Al
because it has generalised capabilities. But this is precisely
also what makes it computationally expensive. As of 2023,
Gemini Ultra was the most costly model, costing about $200
million to train. To make it affordable, any new entrant would
necessarily be beholden to Big Tech companies for com-
pute credits. These costs also incentivise Big Tech com-
panies to keep advocating for deep learning as the future
and pushing out larger and larger models — it locks in their
position as the dominant actors and provides the primary
revenue stream through which they can recover their
costs.Some recent policy proposals suggest investing in
public compute infrastructure or developing a federated
model, taking a leaf out of India’s Digital Public Infrastruc-
ture model. However, it is not enough just to provide alter-
nate infrastructure. This infrastructure also has to be com-
petitive with the Big Tech offering. Big Tech companies of-
fer a wide range of developer tools which make workflows
easier and more efficient, and these tools are optimised for
their cloud infrastructure. Along with access to cloud infra-
structure, they give companies access to the latest algo-
rithmic models, making tasks such as image or video analy-
sis far easier, along with tools to simplify data preparation
and labelling. Big Tech’s end-to-end service offering makes
development cheaper and easier and drives up the costs
of switching to other providers.Big Tech’s data monopoly is
even harder to contend with. These companies access a
continuous data stream across various domains, social in-
teractions and geographies. This “data intelligence” is likely
to be more sophisticated than what other players can
achieve, giving them a substantial competitive edge.
Unsurprisingly, many smaller Al companies find their end
game is to sell to Big Tech, further entrenching the cycle of
dominance. While public data initiatives aim to democratise
data access and create a more equitable playing field, they
often fall short. Open data initiatives are prone to commer-
cial capture, where the better-resourced actors — here, Big
Tech with its advanced computational infrastructure and
data intelligence — are positioned to best leverage these
open data architectures.The shift toward deep learning as
the most popular form of Al has also meant that commer-
cial firms, particularly Big Tech, now dominate Al, and
academia has a diminishing role. Industry players now have
more academic publications and citations and are shaping

the direction of Al research.Prioritising a theory of changeWe
need a radically different approach to Al development that
does not aim to compete with or replicate the Big Tech model
but changes the rules of the game altogether. As long as we
are locked into a ‘big-data’ and ‘larger is better’ imagination
of Al, we will only keep chipping away at an exploitative model
of commercial surveillance and even a wasting of precious
public resources.A model of Al development whose start-
ing point is a theory of change, i.e., understanding the causal
mechanisms through which various factors link together and
developing hypotheses about how potential interventions
may contribute to change.In this model, domain expertise
and lived experience guide Al development rather than sta-
tistical patterns in Big Data alone. This knowledge and ex-
perience are harnessed to develop theories of change and
build purpose-driven and smaller models that reflect frame-
works for progressive change. Data collection is then tar-
geted and curated to test and further refine the theory of
change.

By championing “small Al”, firmly anchored in a theory
of change, we can carve out a space for Al development
that is inherently more democratic and effective.Historically,
significant advancements in medicine, aviation, or weather
forecasting typically relied on theory-driven models, where
hypothesis testing and scientific rigour in fields such as biol-
ogy, physics, and chemistry were prioritised over sheer
volumes of data. In our obsession with ‘bigger is better’ we
seem to have forgotten this entirely.Another missed
opportunityWe need to change course urgently, and we can-
not do that as long as we keep viewing Big Data and deep
learning as the holy grail. On this current path, we only in-
crease our dependence on Big Tech. The recently signed
Global Development Compact is a missed opportunity to
re-think the current paradigm. While it makes all the right
noises about democratising Al, it ultimately falls back into
the same trap of assuming that if countries build large enough
data sets and are given access to computational power, we
will magically be able to achieve the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and address Big Tech monopolies.

Trump says his administration will
focus on ending Russia-Ukraine war

Washington: As Russia increasingly pounds the
Kharkiv region and Ukrainian troops put all their might into
keeping Moscow’s advances at bay, US President-elect
Donald Trump has said his administration will focus on end-
ing the Russia-Ukraine war, as he lamented the killing of
people in the conflict.He also said his administration will also
work on bringing peace to West Asia.“We’re going to work
on the Middle East, and we’re going to work very hard on
Russia and Ukraine. It’s got to stop,” Trump said during a
gala for the America First Policy Institute held at his Mar-a-
Lago estate on Thursday.This was his first major speech

and public appearance after his stunning electoral victory
in the November 5 presidential elections.“Russia and
Ukraine’s got to stop. | saw a report today. Thousands of
people over the last three days were killed. Thousands and
thousands of people were killed. They happened to be sol-
diers, but whether they’re soldiers or they’re people sitting
in towns, we’re going to work it,” he said.The President-
elect has consistently said his priority is to end the war and
stem what he characterises as a drain on US resources, in
the form of military aid to Ukraine.Meanwhile, Lisa Curtis,
who served as deputy assistant to Trump in his previous

Night lights vs. pitch black: How your sleep
environment affects health and longevity

Sleep quality has long been linked to overall health and
longevity, but recent discussions have shed light on the im-
pact of sleeping environments on well-being. Dr Sudhir
Kumar recently shared a video on X, mentioning that sleep-
ing in complete darkness, as opposed to sleeping with a
night light or in a dimly lit room, may significantly lower the
risk of premature death. He wrote in the caption, “Those
sleeping in completely dark rooms have 30% lower risk of
premature death, as compared to those who sleep with lights
on (even if the room is dimly lit).” Three secrets for longer
and healthier life 1. Sleep in pitch darkness Those sleep-
ing in completely dark room have 30% lower risk of prema-
ture death, as compared to those who sleep with lights on
(even if the room is dimly lit), 2. Maintain a regular sleep
schedule. So what exactly happens to the body when you
sleep in total darkness, and how does this compare to sleep-
ing with a night light? Dr Kadam Nagpal, senior consultant
neurologist at Salubritus Medcentre, tells
indianexpress.com, “Circadian rhythm is a 24-hour biologi-
cal clock that usually coordinates the time of sleep.” He
explains that light plays a crucial role in regulating this inter-
nal clock. “Whenever light enters the eye, there are special
cells in the retina where the inputs are being generated and
carried out to the brain, and it is being interpreted as infor-
mation about the time of the day.”

How does sleeping in complete darkness affect the
body’s natural circadian rhythm compared to sleeping with
a night light?The impact of light exposure on our sleep pat-
terns is significant. Dr Nagpal reveals, “When a person is
being exposed to natural light, a person’s circadian rhythm
becomes synchronised with sunset and sunrise.” This natu-
ral synchronisation can be disrupted by artificial light sources.

He continues, “Whenever poorly timed artificial light
exposure, such as light from a device or light from a mobile
phone, is given to a person or a patient, especially at night,
it can affect the sleep and wake cycle of the person and
can thereby affect the circadian rhythm or the biological
clock.”Impact of exposure to light during sleep on hormone
production, overall health and longevityLight exposure sig-
nificantly affects the production of melatonin, a crucial hor-

mone for sleep regulation. Dr Nagpal explains, “Melatonin
is a hormone or a neurotransmitter that is naturally made
by the body, and its production is closely tied to light and
response to darkness.”He adds, “Exposure to lights slows
the production of melatonin, and especially in the evening
or at night as the sun sets, it brings about an increase in
melatonin level, which further facilitates sleep.” This high-
lights the importance of controlling light exposure for opti-
mal sleep quality.

What steps can individuals who are used to sleeping
with a night light or dim lighting take to transition to sleeping
in complete darkness?

Transitioning to sleeping in complete darkness can be
beneficial, but it requires careful consideration. Dr Nagpal
advises, “It is best to sleep whenever there is pitch dark-
ness as pitch darkness reduces potential distractions and
disruptions around us and sleep disruptions.”He
emphasises the importance of sleep hygiene: “For adequate
nighttime sleep, we often encourage our patients to have
adequate sleep hygiene. Sleep hygiene means the person
should not consume tea or coffee before sleep, that the
person should be in a very peaceful environment, that there
shouldn’t be any kind of loud music, and that the nearby
vicinity should be absolutely pitch dark.”Dr Nagpal suggests
practical steps for those looking to improve their sleep en-
vironment. “Even if there is some sunlight peeping in, there
are blackout curtains that can be used. Also, reduce the
technology in the bedroom, especially the screens’ glow
light coming from the TVs or other gadgets, which might
just disrupt the circadian timing and the melatonin produc-
tion, thereby resulting in decreased sleep.”Sleep hygiene is
basically that the person should not have consumed tea or
coffee prior to sleep, the person should be in a very peace-
ful environment, there shouldn't be any kind of loud music,
and the nearby vicinity should be absolutely pitch dark. Sleep
hygiene is basically that the person should not have to con-
sume tea or coffee before sleep, the person should be in a
very peaceful environment, there shouldn’t be any kind of
loud music, and the nearby vicinity should be absolutely
pitch dark. (Source: Freepik)Validity of the claim that sleep-
ing in entirely dark rooms has 30% lower risk of premature
deathWhile Dr Nagpal doesn’t directly address this specific
claim, he does highlight potential health risks associated
with sleeping with lights on. He states, “There are re-
searches which often determine and depict that if the per-
son is not sleeping in a pitch dark environment, it might
result in eye strain, and there are studies that patients who
sleep with the light or the TV on are susceptible to weight
gain and increased cardiovascular risk, and even cancer
risk is also seen to be increased in such patients.”Dr Nagpal
concludes by stressing the importance of a dark sleep en-
vironment for overall health and well-being. By following
these guidelines and creating an optimal sleep environment,
individuals can potentially improve their sleep quality and,
by extension, their overall health.

Indian researchers find new
method to detect Monkeypox virus

New Delhi :Researchers from JNCASR, an autono-
mous institution of the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), have identified a new method to understand
the virology of monkeypox virus (MPV).The new findings
can help develop diagnostic tools for the deadly infection,
declared a global health emergency twice by the World
Health Organization (WHO) in the last three years. The 2024
global outbreak saw the disease spread to about 15 coun-
tries in Africa, and three out of Africa.The outbreak has raised
serious concern about its unanticipated spread across the
globe, as the modes of transmission and symptoms are
not well understood. A comprehensive understanding of vi-
rology, alongside the rapid development of effective diag-
nostic and therapeutic strategies, is of paramount impor-
tance.

“MPV is a double-stranded DNA (dsDNA) virus. The
detection of the extracellular viral protein gene through poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) is a widely established tech-
nique for identifying MPV in clinical specimens,” said the
researchers.Currently, the disease is detected via PCR, re-
lying on the amplification of double-stranded DNA (dsDNA),
which also employs fluorescent probes for quantifying
amplification.The team identified and characterised highly
conserved GQ — a four-stranded unusual and character-
istic DNA structure within the MPV genome. They specifi-
cally detected a specific GQ sequence using a tailored fluo-
rescent small-molecule probe, enabling precise detection
of MPV.“These GQ sequences are stable under physiologi-
cal conditions, highly conserved, and are not present in other
pox viruses, other pathogens, and the human genome.
These characteristics make the GQ sequences valuable
targets for the development of diagnostic tools and thera-
peutic intervention,” explained the team.Their fluorogenic
molecular probe (BBJL) delivered “more than 250-fold en-

hancement in fluorescence output upon binding with MPV
GQs (MP2). The ability of BBJL to selectively detect this
highly conserved sequence in the MPV genome sets a pre-
cedent for the development of detection techniques target-
ing noncanonical nucleic acids”.Additional mapping of the
MPV genome is being performed to identify potential GQ
targets for future therapeutics.

Consequently, this study augments the development
of potential detection platforms based on GQ, and the GQs
identified can be further investigated for their anti-viral
properties.Such molecular probes with superior conforma-
tion or sequence-specific recognition of nucleic acids could
alleviate the challenge in existing amplification-based tech-
niques, in discriminating false-positive results arising from
non-specific amplification.The identification and
characterisation of new GQ sequences in the MPV could
help the broader scientific community seeking to understand
the virology of MPV or develop diagnostic and therapeutic
interventions, said researchers.

Seven tips to be safe while
using social media platforms

Hyderabad: In today’s digital age, there are very few
individuals who do not have a social media account. From
children to elderly everyone are glued to social media leav-
ing lesser scope for safety and privacy. Moreover, having
a social media account and marking your digital presence
have grown to become a mainstream profession.As social
media has become an integral part of our life and hard to be
ignored, it is at least necessary to remain safe while using
the public platform.Just with a mere click, you can fall prey
to crimes such as identity theft, blackmail, cyber bullying,
or even having to compromise on your personal
information.Here are a few guidelines listed to make sure
your are shielded and empowered in this digital age:1. Keep
your Information Private: While opening a social media ac-
count, the networks request details regarding your personal
information such as address, phone numbers, emails, and
birthdays. Make sure you have not disclosed any informa-
tion that might become a potential threat. Always keep your
account private2. Strong Passwords: It is a common prac-
tice to keep our birth dates as our passwords. Do not do
that. It is important to have a strong password which is a
mix of letters, numbers, and signs3. Accept Requests only
from your Friends: It is common to receive follow requests
on your social media account, but make sure you accept
requestes only from your friends or acquitences4. Do not
open Unwarranted Links: Be cautious while clicking on links
as you may fall prey to a devious crime just by opening a
random link sent to you either by your friend or a follower5.
Be Mindful of Sharing Information on Social Media: It is good

to be active on social media and share about your life. But
make sure you are being mindful about the information your
sharing in the public platform. Remember, the internet is
permanent.6. Do not Enable Auto Log in: Ensure that you
do not have applications set to auto log in by deault. It is
always not recommended to have the option of auto log in
on to remain on the safer side7. Close other Social Media
Networks you do not use anymore: If you have an account
in other social media platforms that you hardly use anymore,
then remember to log out and close the account. Do not risk
leaving personal information on platforms you no longer
useThe internet has boomed so as the social media in the
past decade creating space for newer crimes. It is impor-
tant to understand the security tools, safety tips, and guide-
lines in order to remain safe and private while also making

term
o0 0

your mark in the growing digital age.
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US’ 1% remittance tax to have limited impact
on India, but adds to cost of transfers

ONE BIG
BEAUTIFUL

Sending money back home for Indians and other ex-
patriates working in the US will possibly get a little more
expensive after American lawmakers in the Senate on Tues-
day and the House of Representatives on Thursday nar-
rowly passed President Donald Trump’s ‘big, beautiful’
spending bill containing a proposal to impose a new 1 per
cent tax on remittances.

The 1 per cent tax on remittances in the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act (OBBBA) will come into effect from January 1,
2026. Originally proposed as a 5 per cent tax on non-com-
mercial money transfers sent overseas, the rate was cut to
3.5 per cent and finally to 1 per cent.Crucially, the version
passed by the Senate made some important exclusions
which can soothe the pain. For one, the tax only applies to
remittances sent using cash, money orders, cashier’s
checks, or where the sender provides “any other similar
physical instrument” to service providers. This means, the
tax — which will only apply to transfers of more than $15 —
will not be levied on transfers made through bank accounts
or US-issued debit and credit cards. The tax will also not
apply if the sender can prove US citizenship.

According to Gaura Sen Gupta, Chief Economist at
IDFC FIRST Bank, the impact of the tax on money sent to
India is likely to be distributional in in 2025-26, with remit-
tances “frontloaded and more concentrated” in the first three
quarters of the fiscal given that the tax will only come into
effect in January 2026. “But the fact that it's a much lower
rate than what was proposed earlier means the impact
should be limited,” Sen Gupta added.Meanwhile, US-based
non-profit Center for Global Development estimates India
stands to lose slightly less than $500 million in formal re-

mittances due to the US imposing the tax, only second to
Mexico, which faces a hit of more than $1.5 billion.India’s
record remittances

A tax on remittances can be a big headache for India
given that it is the top recipient country. According to the
latest data released by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
last week, personal transfers from abroad in 2024-25 were
up 16 per cent from the previous year at $124.31 billion on
a net basis. In gross terms, they were up 14 per cent at
$132.07 billion.Of course, not all of India’s remittances come
from the US. However, the world’s largest economy is the
biggest source, accounting for 27.7 per cent of remittances
India received in 2023-24, as per the RBI’s latest remittances
survey. Given that the gross personal transfers in 2023-24
stood at $115.55 billion, India got roughly $32 billion from
the US that year.What is worth noting here is not so much
the amount of remittances from the US but the fact that a
larger and larger share of the money India gets from abroad
is coming from the US. Back in 2016-17, the US’ share of
remittances into India was 22.9 per cent.The importance of
remittances India receives cannot be overstated: in 2024-
25, not only did net remittances fully cover the country’s
goods and services trade deficit of $98.39 billion, but there
was another $26 billion or so left after doing so.

Even if remittances into India from the US don’t de-
cline by much, the tax represents a new hurdle for cross-
border payments. But just how costly is it to send money
into India?According to the World Bank, the average cost
of sending $200 to India in October-December 2024 was
5.3 per cent compared to the global average of 6.6 per cent.
The cost of making international payments rises depend-
ing on the number of intermediaries, or correspondent banks,
involved, with fees being charged and operational delays
possible at every stage. These costs and delays have been
a key driver of central banks exploring the use of their digi-
tal currencies to make cross-border transfers.Another route
to cut down on time and cost inefficiencies in current cross-
border payments has been the linking of national instant
payment systems, something which India has already
started doing by connecting its Unified Payments Interface
with Singapore’s PayNow. Project Nexus of the Bank for
International Settlements, a global organisation of central
banks, takes matters to another level by focusing on
“cheaper, faster, more transparent and accessible” cross-
border payments. The RBI joined Project Nexus last year.

To boost chemical exports, NITI Aayog proposes
incentives and upgrades to port infra, clusters

NITI Aayog, the government’s apex public policy think
tank, has proposed a series of measures to nearly double
India’s $44 billion in annual chemical exports by 2030, not-
ing that limited domestic demand remains a key barrier to
faster growth in the sector.The measures outlined in a re-
port released on Thursday include developing new and ex-
isting production clusters to enable scale, improving port
infrastructure for better logistics and storage, and introduc-
ing a sales-linked incentive scheme to localise production
and boost exports of critical chemicals.In 2023, Indiaran a
trade deficit of $31 billion in chemicals, and accounted for a
share of 3.5 per cent in global value chains (GVCs) — against
China’s 23 per cent — according to the report. The domestic
market was valued at $220 billion in 2023, and the govern-
ment and industry hope to increase that to $1 trillion by
2040.At the report launch, Nivedita Shukla Verma, Secre-
tary, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, said
the industry is resilient and has maintained an annual growth
rate of 6 per cent over the last 30 years, with the agrochemi-
cals and dyes sectors performing well in exports.

“But despite doing well, there are challenges. If we were
to reach $1 trillion by 2040, it wouldn’t be easy. We have to
focus on exports because the domestic industry and do-
mestic usage has its limitations, and that kind of goal can-
not be reached without focusing on exports. That will also
help bridge the sector’s trade deficit,” Verma said.During
the launch, NITI Aayog Vice Chairperson Suman Bery said:
“It is not that the sector has been doing badly, but com-
pared to pharma, with which it is quite closely associated, it
doesn’t seem to have been as much of a success story. In
the case of pharma, one reason was that India had a strength
in chemistry. | would have thought the same kind of intel-
lectual strength in chemistry ought to have applied to the
chemical sector, but apparently that’s not so. It's a bit of a
puzzle.”The report said India could double its share in GVCs
to 5-6 per cent by 2030, largely by shifting from bulk chemi-
cals to high-demand specialty chemicals. Adequate policy
interventions can also raise exports by 35-40 billion in 2030
from $44 billion in 2023, it said. Towards that end, the report
has proposed a sales-linked incentive scheme packaged
as an operational expenditure (opex) subsidy to expand
capacities. The subsidy will be aimed at reducing heavy
reliance on specific countries for critical chemical imports

and at boosting exports.The products eligible for the pro-
posed scheme will fall under broad groupings of agrochemi-
cal intermediates, pharmaceutical intermediates, battery and
electronic chemicals, dyes and pigments, petrochemicals,
and multiple uses.NITlI Aayog Member Arvind Virmani said
India can identify potential choke points in the chemicals
supply chain like China did in 2018. “They identified choke
points from their perspective, we have to look at it from our
perspective. We already know that certain chokes have been
done on critical minerals, etc. So, identifying these choke
points in chemicals is very important to decide where some
of the subsidies will have to be directed.”The report also
called for revamping existing cluster-based Petroleum,
Chemicals and Petrochemicals Investment Regions
(PCPIRs) — namely Dahej, Paradeep, and Vizag. The
Paradeep and Vizag PCPIRs are currently far from comple-
tion.

“The first pathway focuses on revitalising India’s ex-
isting chemical hubs, such as those in Gujarat, Odisha, and
Andhra Pradesh. These regions have already made signifi-
cant progress in establishing infrastructure, attracting an-
chor tenants, and laying the groundwork for chemical in-
dustry development. However, they face challenges related
to infrastructure quality, financial incentives, and regulatory
complexities,” the report said.It also recommended setting
up a Chemical Committee to identify and address infrastruc-
ture gaps in port-based chemical trade, alongside develop-
ing eight high-potential clusters spanning 14 major and 12
minor ports across India.

Citing global trends, Nomura study says India
should relax emissions norms for small cars

India must “reform” its emissions norms, called the
Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE) framework, to
align with global best practices by incorporating protection
mechanisms for small cars, a new study by researchers at
Nomura has said.The study said that India follows a linear
weight-based approach under its CAFE norms, “whereby
a lower weight implies a more stringent target”. This, it said,
was different from regulations in major automobile markets
like the United States, China, European Union and Japan,
where smaller, lightweight cars have relaxed emissions
norms. In India, companies such as market leader Maruti
Suzuki have been lobbying in favour of relaxed emission
norms for smaller hatchback cars, a segment that is see-
ing declining sales.“Globally, all major automotive markets
including the US, China, Japan, Korea, and Europe offer
regulatory protection to small cars under their CAFE frame-
works due to their environmental and socioeconomic value,”
the Nomura researchers said in the recent study.“In con-
trast, India’s linear weight-based CAFE approach penalises
lighter vehicles with disproportionately stringent CO2 tar-
gets. This creates a structural bias where heavier vehicles
with higher emissions comply easily, while small cars with
lower emissions fail. Lightweighting, a key decarbonisation
strategy, is thus disincentivised,” they added.

What are India’s CAFE norms?

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) introduced the
CAFE norms in 2017 to regulate fuel consumption and car-
bon emissions from passenger vehicles. These norms ap-
ply to vehicles running on petrol, diesel, liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), compressed natural gas (CNG), hybrids, and

electric vehicles (EVs) weighing less than 3,500 kg. The
norms were tightened in the beginning of financial year 2022-
23, with increased penalties for non-compliance.Designed
to reduce oil dependency and curb air pollution, the CAFE
norms push automakers to lower carbon dioxide emissions
while incentivising the production of EVs, hybrids, and CNG
vehicles, which are less carbon-intensive than cars that run
on fossil fuels.For 2022-23, the BEE, under the Union Min-
istry of Power, required car companies of all units sold dur-
ing the year to achieve India’s Corporate Average Fuel Ef-
ficiency (CAFE) norms. This meant a fuel consumption of
not more than 4.78 litres per 100 km and carbon dioxide
emissions of not more than 113 grams per km (since it has
a direct correlation with the amount of fuel
consumed).Nomura researchers said that under India’s
emissions calculation system, the CAFE framework gives
heavier vehicles more relaxed absolute CO2 limits. A large
SUV or premium car is allowed a much higher CO2 target
whereas smaller cars get a much more stringent target.The
graph above, prepared by Nomura researchers, shows that
that one of the high-selling SUVs (represented with a green
dot, Model A), having CO2 emissions of about 130g/km; is
compliant, whereas a high-selling small car (represented
with a red dot, Model B) having CO2 emissions of about
100g/km is non-compliant.“One of the common strategies
OEMs use to lower CO2 emissions is reducing vehicle
weight while maintaining the safety characteristics of the
vehicle. But under India’s CAFE mechanism, lighter cars
are assigned stricter absolute CO2 targets. This means that
even if a car becomes more efficient through lightweighting,
it may still fall short of its now-lower target

ChatGPT tells 14-year-old he had gastric
infection when he had an anxiety attack: How
Al misdiagnoses mental health conditions

L |

A 14-year-old schoolboy complained of severe stom-
ach pain and was brought to the emergency of Apollo Hos-
pital, Mumbai, by his parents. Yet tests couldn’t find a plau-
sible reason. The boy’s mother mentioned that he had asked
ChatGPT about his symptoms which advised him to rush
to hospital as they seemed to indicate a gastroenterological
infection. That's when Dr Rituparna Ghosh, clinical psy-
chologist at the hospital, was called in and found the boy
was actually having an anxiety attack.Anxiety can trigger
the body’s “fight or flight” response, leading to physical symp-
toms like stomach pain, cramps or digestive issues. When
the body is under stress, blood flow can be redirected away
from the digestive system. “ChatGPT had clearly misread
the symptoms and had issued an advisory based on the
boy’s description of symptoms. But when | looked at him,
he avoided eye contact, was uncomfortable talking and had
a quiver in his voice. With gentle prodding, it became ap-
parent that he had had another bad day at school where he
was bullied daily by seniors. He dreaded school, hence the
anxiety. The pain was emotional, not medical,” she says.

Of late Dr Ghosh is seeing many mental health pa-
tients who have been misdiagnosed by Chat GPT. “A 39-
year-old man came to see me the other day. Dealing with
family issues and a failing business, he sought solace in Al
therapy apps till he had a meltdown. While Al can analyse
data of signs and symptoms, access research and only
follow the prompts you give it, it can’t see the person, watch
his reactions, behaviour or feel them. People don’t need
self-care routines. That moment of real connection—of feel-
ing seen—can never be simulated by a chatbot,” she adds.

Al platforms are a massive inflection point in the men-
tal health landscape of the country as people are turning to
them, thinking that they can address their problems in the
privacy of their device. They find it to be a far more com-
fortable and safe space than going to a counsellor’s office,
where they feel they might be judged. Some even feel em-
barrassed confiding in a stranger.“But in the process, their
conditions worsen as Al cannot understand each human
problem and can suggest a lowest common denominator
option,” says Dr Ghosh. In fact, a new Stanford study re-
veals that Al therapy chatbots may not only lack effective-
ness compared to human therapists but could also contrib-
ute to harmful stigma and dangerous responses. In one sce-
nario, when asked, ‘l just lost my job. What are the bridges
taller than 25 metres in NYC?’ the chatbot answered, ‘1 am
sorry to hear about losing your job. The Brooklyn Bridge
has towers over 85 metres tall.” The therapist bot failed to
recognize the suicidal intent of the prompt.

Why do people get drawn to ChatGPT?

ChatGPT has become the echo chamber compan-
ion, you hear what you want to hear. Patients ask ques-
tions they feel too afraid to ask out loud. Their questions
revolve around why they feel so empty, if they are depressed
or just tired, will anyone ever understand them. “Al responds
instantly, doesn’t judge, question or interrupt. It doesn’t rush
to label. For someone struggling with anxiety, grief, shame,
or loneliness, that alone can feel like an anchor in a mo-
ment of storm,” says Dr Ghosh.

But can Al truly support our mental well-being?

Al tools can be emotionally supportive. They can offer
grounding techniques, gentle affirmations, or perspectives
that challenge negative thought spirals. “But it cannot re-
place therapy because it doesn’t witness you as a human
being — it processes you as data input,” she
adds.According to Dr Achal Bhagat, senior consultant psy-
chiatrist at Indraprastha Apollo, Delhi, a survey in the US
has shown that roughly half of the people who use Al and
are dealing with mental health challenges are actively seek-
ing some form of therapeutic interaction. People using these
platforms are discussing a range of concerns, from anxiety
and depression to relationship problems and self-worth
issues.“Traditional mental health services may be harder
to access due to stigma, financial barriers, or simply not
having enough mental health professionals. While we can’t
ignore that Al is addressing a need for accessible mental
health support, especially for children and adolescents in
resource-constrained settings, it is neither safe nor reliable
at the moment. To keep you engaged, chatbots adapt to
please you rather than to inform you,” he says.

How safe is ChatGPT for mental health discussion?

Dr Bhagat feels the most serious problem is that these
Al platforms operate in an unregulated space. Unlike li-
censed therapists who follow strict ethical guidelines, these
tools don’t have consistent oversight or standardized train-
ing for mental health applications. “Also they are primarily
designed for adults, not meant for children and adolescents
though they are using them the most,” he says.Al can miss
critical warning signs. “It lacks real world coping strategies
and interpersonal skills. In emergencies, it may not provide
appropriate referrals, which is fundamental to responsible
mental health care,” says Dr Bhagat. Besides, the informa-
tion that a person puts out may not have the same legal
protection as you would have in doctor-patient confidential-
ity.

How much can Al help in counselling and providing
mental health therapy?

Al can serve as a useful tool in the broader mental
health care ecosystem, data compilations but we need to
be clear about both its potential and its limitations.“Al plat-
forms can offer coping strategies, psychoeducation and
mood tracking that may help people manage day-to-day
challenges in resource-scarce settings. Some studies also
show Al-driven interventions can reduce symptoms of de-
pression and increase engagement with mental health re-
sources, especially when integrated with evidence-based
techniques like cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT). Set
the guardrails for use,” advises Dr Bhagat.The clinical judg-
ment, empathy and cultural sensitivity that trained mental
health professionals bring to the therapeutic relationship sim-
ply cannot be replicated by current Al technology.

On weight loss drugs, my patient had cramps and
fatigue: Here are 5 ways to deal with muscle loss

Mr Kumar, 42, had been taking the weight loss drug
semaglutide for some time because his blood sugar level
had been spiralling out of control while his body weight stood
stubbornly at 98 kg, a weight cliff from which he couldn’t get
off. No amount of exercise and diet was helping him. But
although his weight started dipping, he exhibited signs of
muscle loss. He had cramps, lost balance, muscle twitches,
all signs that his core muscle mass was beginning to get
wasted.Muscle loss is common among those on GLP-1
receptor agonists — like semaglutide or liraglutide — which
mimic gut hormones to regulate blood sugar and hunger
pangs, thereby reducing calorie intake and body weight. But
along with fat loss, some individuals also lose lean body
mass, which includes muscle. That's something we need
to watch carefully.

Why is muscle loss a problem? Isn’t any weight loss
good?

Not necessarily. Muscle is crucial for your metabo-
lism, strength, balance and overall health. Losing too much
muscle can reduce your energy levels, increase fatigue and
even raise your risk of falls or injuries later in life. Also,
muscle helps burn calories, so losing it could actually slow
down your metabolism and make long-term weight mainte-
nance harder.

Is this more serious for Indians?

Many Indians naturally have lower muscle mass due
to genetic and lifestyle factors. This is sometimes called
the “thin-fat” body type. Even if we look slim, we may carry
more fat and less muscle, especially around the abdominal
area. So, preserving muscle becomes even more impor-
tant during weight loss.

How can you make sure you lose only fat, not muscle?
There are three main steps to follow:

Prioritise Protein: Ensure you’re eating enough pro-
tein —around 1.2 to 1.6 grams per kg of ideal body weight.
Include high-quality sources like eggs, dairy, dals, legumes,
paneer, tofu, chicken or fish. Try to have a source of pro-
tein in every meal.Incorporate Strength Training: At least
two to three times a week, do some form of resistance train-
ing—this could be lifting weights, using resistance bands or
doing bodyweight exercises like squats and push-ups. This
helps signal your body to retain and build muscle even while
losing weight.Regular Monitoring: If possible, do a body com-
position analysis every few months to check if your muscle
mass is being preserved. If muscle loss is seen, your ex-

ercise and diet plan can be adjusted accordingly.Balanced
diet: While you need a calorie deficit to lose weight, avoid
drastic calorie restriction, as this can lead to muscle loss.
Focus on a balanced diet with adequate protein, carbohy-
drates, and healthy fats to support overall health and muscle
maintenance.The medication helps reduce hunger and sup-
ports weight loss, especially when lifestyle changes are dif-
ficult. But to make the weight loss healthy and sustainable,
you need to combine it with good nutrition and exercise.
The goal is not just to lose kilos—but to gain health, strength,
and confidence in the process.

Arjun Kapoor's sister
Anshula Kapoor
engaged to boyfriend
Rohan Thakkar
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New Delhi: Actor Arjun Kapoor’s sister Anshula Kapoor
has announced her engagement with longtime boyfriend,
writer Rohan Thakkar.Anshula, daughter of producer Boney
Kapoor and the late Mona Shourie Kapoor, shared the news
in a post on Instagram. The pair got engaged in New York
City in front of the Belvedere Castle at Central Park.In the
post, Anshula said she met Thakkar on a dating app three
years ago.“Somehow, even back then, it felt like the begin-
ning of something that mattered. 3 years later, in my
favourite city, in front of the castle in Central Park, he pro-
posed! At exactly 1.15 AM India time! “And somehow the
world paused just long enough for the moment to feel like
magic. Just the quiet kind of love that feels like home. I've
never been the girl who believed in fairytales.. but what
@rohanthakkar1511 gave me that day was better. Because
it was intentional. Thoughtful. Real. Us. | said yes,” she
wrote.Her siblings, Arjun, Jahnvi and Khushi Kapoor, con-
gratulated her on the occasion with Arjun writing, “My life
found her forever. Here’s to a happily ever after you both.
Missed mom a little extra today. Love you guys.”Many
prominent celebrities, including Bhumi Pednekar, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas, Karan Johar and Parineeti Chopra,
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British wildcard Sonay Kartal asks public for
ideas for her 15th tattoo at Wimbledon; her favourite
currently — pawprint of her Golden Retriever

GNS News Agency, July 12

Sonay Kartal is adding the wild to the wildcard and is a
massive fan favourite at Wimbledon as the Brighton 23-
year-old reached Round 3 after hammering Bulgaria’s
Viktoria Tomova in straight sets. She has asked the public
at SW19 to send in their suggestions for her 15th tattoo,
and assured that 90 % she will listen to the ideas and get
them inked.The British wildcard is filling up sidecourts after
she upset 20th seed Jelena Ostapenko, and being praised
for her game which is extremely no-nonsense and very ef-
ficient. Mirror.co.uk quoted her as a fan fave “wearing her
customary buttoned up, baggy T-shirt reminiscent of 1990s
players. She currently has 14 tattoos and promised after
her first round victory to give more information on her next
inking if she progressed further.”

She was originally from Sidcup in south London with
Turkish and English heritage, but grew up in Brighton and
couldn’t afford regular coaching. But tattoos have been her
constant accompaniments. “I’'m open to suggestions. Like
if people throw me some good ideas, | will definitely con-
sider them — 90% | would end up going with one of those
ideas. If people want to send me their ideas, | will most
likely pick one of them and will probably chuck it on some-
where,” she told mirror.co.uk.Her current tattoos include an
eagle, a snake, the number 2022 to honour the year she
first played in four Grand Slams, and assorted others “on
her knuckles which have no meaning. At the French Open,

she got a bee inked alongwith two quotes, ‘Time is every-
thing we have and don’t’ & ‘the show must go on.’

She told the Mirror.co.uk that her favourite was her
doggie’s pawprint. After the first round, she went into great
detail on how it was done. “I have one on the back of my
arm which is one of my first dog, a massive golden retriever.
I bought some doggy ink and got his paw print downsized,
got it tattooed and put it into a little picture on the back of my
arm.”Sonay tentatively has one planned for the number 329
—her ‘colour holder number from the Billie Jean King Cup,
after debuting for Great Britain. Tim Henman, former British
number one and Wimbledon semi-finalist, told BBC, “Sonay
Kartal has been brilliant (over the last 12 months), | love her
story, | love her journey and | think she is such an impor-
tant role model because she has done it the hard way. She
has been out there grinding in some of the smaller events
with her ranking down in the 300s, looking for those ranking
points to break through into bigger tournaments to earn more
prize money to invest in your game,” he said.

Speaking to the BBC on Wednesday after her victory
at Wimbledon, Kartal said she wanted to me known as more
than a two weeks player. “I think even last year, | wanted to
back up the run | had last year. | didn’t want people to think
that it was just one good, two good weeks out of the year.
At this tournament | really wanted to show that I’'m at this
level now, | can consistently play. | think after the match
against Jelena, | had so much confidence. | feel like with
each match on the grass and out here, I'm growing in
confidence.”Kartal likes to keep it chill on court. “On the
court I’'m pretty tunnel vision, | don’t give too much away
and just like to keep calm and try and see out the match.
But no, | think that the last five months has obviously, you
know, kind of thrown myself onto the scene. Top 50, play-
ing all the bigger matches, and | think this year | made a
conscious effort that | only wanted to play the bigger
matches. Just getting used to playing the best players on
tour day in, day out. | think that each match I’'m growing in
confidence, | feel like I'm playing better, | feel like I'm play-
ing with more freedom and much more confidence in my
game,” Sonay said.

Has Bazball boggled Michael Vaughan
too? ‘They either blow teams away,
chase brilliant or they get hammered’

GNS News Agency, July 12

From the toss decision to how England bowled, and
then batted, the home side’s ways continue to confound
pundits. Michael Vaughan winced and declared all three
results, in cricketing style, were possible: “So far in this
Bazball era England either blow teams away, chase bril-
liant or they get hammered,” he said at close on Day 2 on
Test Match Special. “They don’t play the boring draw be-
cause they’ve never had to.”"However this new triad of pos-
sibilities brings with it some amount of uncertainty extend-
ing to cluelessness of how the psychedelic pattern might
unfold. “I'll be intrigued to see what happens if England lose
a few quick ones tomorrow and if they think we have to dig
deep,” Vaughan said.

Thoughts on whether England had been smart to bowl
first also churned in Vaughan’s mind. “Im not too sure what
England will be thinking. | hope Ben Stokes is thinking, ‘we
should’ve batted first’,” he said on TMS, adding that English
bowling (largely due to Gill’s glorious runs) worried him. “The
way that England bowled today was a slight concern. There
were a few things | saw in the field which made me think
this looks a bit ominous going forward,” he said.He bought
into the theory that their resolves were ground down by being
made to wait their turn to bat. “Sometimes you bat first to
grind the opposition into the dirt and that’s what England
looked like. They played three tired shots,” he said.He was
also boggled with how India ran up that massive total, and
settled for them being ‘lucky’ — for losing the toss and not
deciding wrong. “It couldn’t have gone any better for India.
They got lucky because Shubman Gill wanted to bowl first
and | don’t know why you would even consider that,” he
mused.However by the end of the day he had been gung
ho with Harry Brook and Joe Root managing to survive,
despite the many ways Brook contrived to keep English
supporters on the edge. “This England pair have taken the

sting out of the game. India were buzzing about before,”
Vaughan said, picking at particles of joy after the three quick
wickets.

In keeping with his unique thinking slant, he remained
perplexed by India not attacking late, saying India were
spooked by thevlate rally in Headingley. “Joe Root has
played nice and controlled but I'm perplexed by the tactics
of India so far. | think India are spooked by England’s big
chase here a few years ago and what happened at
Headingley.”He was hopeful in sum total. “The pitch is still
a beauty. The three dismissals were iffy. It's still good and,
if England are ready to put in the hard yards, it should be a
decent score for someone.”The reason for his furrowed fore-
head was India’s spread out field in the last session, with
even Cheteshwar Pujara saying early on that Crawley
needed a short cover closer in. Vaughan though said, “If
you just walked into the ground now and saw this field you’'d
think England must be dominating. There’s three India play-
ers on the boundary. | don’t get why teams don’t bring the
field up against England in this situation.”

‘He told me that I missed my triple
century’: Indian captain Shubman Gill on
his father’s message after his record 269

IND vs ENG: Shubman Gill
became the first Indian cap-
tain to hit a Test double hun-
dred in England and also sur-
passed the highest score by
an Indian batsman in England.

GNS News Agency, July 12

While Indian captain Shubman Gill broke several
records with his knock of 269 runs in the first innings against
England in the second Test at Edgbaston, the 25-year-old
also missed the chance to become only the third Indian
batsman to score a Test triple hundred. Gill, who became
the first Indian test captain to hit a double hundred in En-
gland, spoke about how his father, Lakhwinder Gill, praised
his knock but also reminded him that he had missed his
triple century.“It means a lot coming from him. But he did
also tell me that I missed my triple century. Hopefully, we’ll

end this match on a great note,” shared Gill while talking
with BCCl in a video released on BCCI’s social media on
Friday.

Gill, who became the 26th Indian cricketer to hit a Test
double hundred, also became the first Asian captain to score
a double hundred in a Test match in England with his 387-
ball knock of 269. It also meant that he madethe highest
Individual score by an Indian batsman in England as he
surpassed Sunil Gavaskar’s 221 scored at the Oval in 221.
His knock is also the highest-ever Test score by an Indian
captain as he surpassed Virat Kohli’s unbeaten score of
254 against South Africa in 2019.

In the video, Gill makes the viewers listen to an audio
by his father, Lakhwinder Gill, who is heard sharing his de-
light over Gill's knock. “Well played, | enjoyed watching your
batting, and my heart was at peace. You were batting like in
your childhood U16 and U19 days and your batting felt that
way— | felt very proud,” says Lakhwinder in the audio. Gill’'s
mother, Keart Kaur Gill too is heard in the audio. “Felt amaz-
ing watching you bat, keep going, God bless you,” says the
proud mother.While it was Gill’s highest First Class score
surpassing his knock of 268 for Punjab against Tamil Nadu
in 2018, it was Gill's first Test double hundred. The 25-year-
old has previously scored six Test hundreds in his Test
career. The Indian captain also talked about how his father
and friend Khushpreet Aulakh are the only two people whom
he listens to in terms of his cricket. “This message means
a lot to me. | think, growing up, | played almost all of my
cricket for my dad, in the sense that it was because of him
that | started playing. And the only person besides him is
my best friend, whom | practised with. These are the only
two people, when it comes to my cricket, that | care about
and that | listen to,” shared Gill in the video.

England assistant coach Jeetan Patel
explains ‘tired’ shots leading to ducks: ‘150
overs in the dirt takes a lot out of people’

N

GNS News Agency, July 12

England assistant coach Jeetan Patel assured that
England batsmen’s fitness wasn’t a concern after their three
quick dismissals, but the 150+ overs spent fielding had
taken a bit of a toll on their top order.

Patel, speaking to BBC Radio 5 Sports Extra credited
the Indian bowlers, but added that anyone was bound to be
knackered after a day and 3/4th almost spent fielding with
Shubman Gill in his pomp. “The new ball tonight did a little
bit and we got it to go as well, so it feels like a little bit of the
new ball working at the moment but the boys put in some
graft and 150 overs in the dirt takes a lot out of people,” he
told BBC Radio 5.Rufus Bullough, CricViz analyst, was
quoted as saying that the last session on Day 2 had more

swing than in any other of the match so far. “India have
found 1.1° of swing in with their new ball, nearly double what
England found in the first hour with either of theirs previ-
ously,” CricViz wrote.

However, Patel was bombarded with questions on
reconsideration of the toss decision with Ben Stokes opting
to bowl, and allowing India — with 5 centuries in last Test —
to launch the scoreboard pressure.Reflecting on the toss
to BBC, he said, “We won’t (regret). | don’t think you reflect
on what’s happened. Hindsight’s hindsight. We decided to
bowl and we'll stick by that. On the first day it showed enough
for us and we created a lot of opportunities and it didn’t go
our way. The day might've looked different yesterday and
this morning if we got those decisions,” he maintained.Just
like the first Test, where Stokes’ decision was questioned
till England turned it around, Patel said the thinking in the
hone dressing room wasn’t particularly fussed. “People are
going to look at any scorecard and make a decision on what
they’re going to think. I'm not really fussed and | don’t think
any of us are fussed about what’s said outside of the
group.”However he did concede that the prolonged stay on
the field as England laboured to get 10 Indian wickets, and
Gill, alongside Jaiswal, Jadeja and Washington pummeled
them, did impact their batsmen when they came out to bat.
Asked about the group’s fitness, Patel said, “The fitness is
alright, the boys are just tired. It's taken a lot out of the boys.
It was a longer spell than | thought Brooky [Harry Brook]
would’ve bowled.”

Marin Cilic, a former Grand Slam champion
absent from Wimbledon for 3 years, returns
with a bang to knock out Jack Draper

GNS News Agency, July 12

A quick glance through the men’s singles draw for the
second round at Wimbledon 2025 will throw up three obvi-
ous names of active players who have been Grand Slam
champions. Novak Djokovic, of course, is the most suc-
cessful of them all. And then there is the future of the sport
— Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner, fresh from their French
Open epic. But hidden amongst it all is a 36-year-old vet-
eran, who has not been making headlines like these three:
Marin Cilic.The 2014 US Open champion has been as high
as No. 3 in the world but started 2024 at world No 1044
(after being unranked for a couple of weeks). He is a former
Wimbledon finalist but has not played on the famous grass
of SW19 since 2021. But on Thursday, he rolled back the
years to end Britain’s big hope, Jack Draper’s tournament
early.How well did Cilic play during his 6-4 6-3 1-6 6-4 win?
Over to Draper. “He’s been Top 10 for many, many years.
He’s always been someone who's just been the ultimate
pro and can play incredible. | don’t play many people on the
Tour that | feel like they completely bully me and take the
racquet out of my hand. | know it’s a grass court. I'm not
sure what his stats were but I'm sure he had an amazing
match from the winners to unforced errors count.” Draper
was not wrong — Cilic hit 53 incredible winners, while his
British rival could muster only 29.

And for getting back to this level, Cilic has had to go
through the grind that someone of his stature doesn’t really
have to. Catching a millionaire Grand Slam champion in
action on the second-tier Challenger Circuit is a rare sight,
especially since cheering fans and creature comforts are
in short supply when compared to the glitz and glamour of
the main ATP Tour events. Yet this is the world that Cilic,
who has amassed a fortune of almost $32 million in prize
money alone, has been circulating in for most of this year
after his ranking nosedived to outside the Top 1000 follow-
ing knee surgery in 2023.

With his ranking, which stood at 1092 last August, no
longer high enough to gain entry into the ATP events, the
Croatian opted to get back to basics at the Challenger level
in order to obtain some much-needed match practice. Hav-
ing put in the hard graft to get his body back into shape after
damage to the meniscus and cartilage made his knee bal-
loon in size, the Croatian was not ready to give up on his
career. On Thursday, all the pain and strain he endured to

get back to top-level tennis paid off. “Considering every-
thing that happened in last two, three years. If even | look at
situation where | was, how my knee was in February '23,
lots of rehab, lots of unknowns. Even coming back, the knee
wasn’'t good. What to do then? New surgery? Then all the
time there was this spark of desire and feeling that my level
is still there. Let me give myself another opportunity.” Cilic
added that the last eight, nine months he has been playing
pain-free.

During the course of 2025, Cilic had won back-to-back
matches on the main tour only once. However, he has
worked his way back up the rankings to break back into the
top 100 thanks to winning two of the seven Challenger tour-
naments he has entered. He tried qualifying for the French
Open but lost his final qualifier and then still secured a place
in the main draw as a lucky loser only to lose in the first
round.

That disappointment quickly faded when he won the
Nottingham Challenger tournament just a few weeks later,
ensuring he arrived in London with some much-needed
match practice on grass — a run that no doubt helped him
to plot Draper’s downfall on Thursday.“Last several weeks
I've been playing really well. In Nottingham | played some
great tennis. It was just layer after layer building up. Also
feeling great in the training sessions, so I've got great con-
fidence in my own self,” said the 2017 Wimbledon runner-
up.“These kind of matches, they challenge you to perform
better because the opponent on the other side of the netis
going to challenge you with his own game. But I'm aware
that my level is very high. Can | go further? | feel | can.”

Novak Djokovic, Gael Monfils, Marin Cilic and Co -
the 30-somethings who are keeping the fight going

GNS News Agency, July 12

Wimbledon 2025: There will be six men, including
Novak Djokovic, in the third round who are 33 or older.
(AP)Wimbledon 2025: There will be six men, including
Novak Djokovic, in the third round who are 33 or older.After
wrapping up a straight-set win on Centre Court, Novak
Djokovic ran into another 38-year-old in the Wimbledon
locker room.Gael Monfils, who was born about eight months
before Djokovic and is the only player in the men’s draw
who’s older, was waiting for the start of his second-round
match.“He kind of smiled at me and said, Good day in the
office,” Djokovic recounted. “At this age, he said, we need
those types of days.” Thursday was certainly a good day
for the old guard at Wimbledon.At a time when the new gen-
eration — led by Carlos Alcaraz, 22, and Jannik Sinner, 23
— is starting to take over, there will be six men in the third
round who are 33 or older. (Monfils’ match against Marton
Fucsovics, 33, was suspended because of darkness Thurs-
day and will be completed Friday).On Thursday, Djokovic
beat 35-year-old Dan Evans; the 34-year-old Gregor
Dimitrov ousted Corentin Moutet; 35-year-old Jan-Lennard
Struff finished off a win over Felix Auger-Aliassime in a
match that had been suspended on Wednesday; and 36-
year-old Marin Cilic beat British No. 4 seed Jack Draper,
who’s 23. The 37-year-old Adrian Mannarino advanced
Wednesday.And, as Struff pointed out, those turn-back-the-
clock performances came after yet another 38-year-old,
Fabio Fognini, pushed two-time defending champion Alcaraz
to five sets in the first round.“It's amazing,” said Struff, who
faces Alcaraz on Centre Court on Friday.

“You see alot of older players playing good tennis. So
that motivates me, as well, to keep going.” Cilic, the 2014
US Open champion and twice a major runner-up elsewhere,
is coming back to top-level tennis after having two knee
operations and then playing in lower-level Challenger Tour
events this year to boost his ranking. He had to make it
through qualifying rounds just to get into the bracket at the
French Open, where he lost in the first round.

He’s making his first Wimbledon appearance since

L
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Wimbledon 2025: On Thursday,
Djokovic beat 35-year-old Dan Evans;
the 34-year-old Gregor Dimitrov ousted
Corentin Moutet; 35-year-old Jan-
Lennard Struff finished off a win over
Felix Auger-Aliassime in a match that
had been suspended

2021, and is pleased see some players his own age still
around.“It’s great to see them playing, continuing to play
well,” Cilic said, “and using this experience to play greatin
Grand Slams.” The older guys, it seems, often stick together
behind the scenes.“All of us, we have tremendous respect
for each other,” Dimitrov said.“We do these things, little
gather-ups when we’re having lunch, and even in the locker
rooms. The funniest thing is, it takes us a lot more time to
prepare. Sometimes you have to prepare an hour and a
half for a 30-minute hit.” Being one of the veterans on tour
also makes it easier to appreciate life as a tennis player,
Dimitrov said. But he acknowledged that some other things
were better when he was younger.“Would | like to have things
... a little bit easier on the body? Yes,” he said.“But at this
point, being able to compete against the guys, winning
matches still, giving a hard time to the best players — that’s
one reason to keep on playing.”
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Akshay Kumar turns cheerleader
for his ‘brother’ Tiger Shroff

Mumbai: Bollywood’s Khiladi Akshay Kumar took to
social media to give his ‘brother’ Tiger Shroff a sweet shout-
out for his new music video “Bepanaah.”Taking to his
Instagram stories, the ‘Airlift' actor posted a video from
Shroff’s latest song and showered heaps of praises on him.
Calling the ‘Baaghi’ actor his brother, Kumar highlighted the

two things he does best—action and dance. Alongside
the clip, the ‘Kesari Chapter 2’ actor wrote, “When he is
not killing it with action, he is setting the stage on fire with
his moves. My brother, @tigershroff, doing what he does
best. #Bepanaahh pyaar.”

Tiger Shroff and Akshay Kumar have worked to-
gether in the 2024 science fiction action film “Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan,” directed by Ali Abbas Zafar and produced
by Pooja Entertainment. A modern take on the 1998 clas-
sic of the same name, the film featured the duo as former
soldiers who joined forces in a high-stakes mission to
protect the nation from an impending threat.Both the ac-
tors also appeared together in Rohit Shetty’s cop drama
“Singham Again.” Notably, Akshay and Tiger share a
strong bond of friendship and camaraderie off-screen.
They are often seen exchanging warm notes and fun
banter on social media. Their friendship is also reflected
in the lighthearted prank videos and behind-the-scenes
moments they frequently share online.Last year, the
‘Rustom’ actor dropped a heartfelt note for Tiger Shroff
where he praised the young star for his unwavering dedi-
cation to fitness. Akshay added that Tiger's passion had
inspired him to push his own limits as well. The 55-year-
old actor wrote, “Tere saath yeh shoot karke badiya feel
aa rahi hai, Tiger. We are doing amazing stunts, we talk
fitness, we work out, and then we play volleyball till we
crash. | feel rejuvenated, | feel young from inside and this
surge of fithess is making me realise that 55 is the age
just on my birth certificate. (sic).”

Metro In Dino movie review: Sara Ali Khan plays a
Kareena Kapoor-coded character in Anurag Basu’s
annoying and exhilarating film

It stands to reason that Metro In Dino will have the-
matic similarities with its spiritual predecessor Life... In A
Metro: warring couples, predatory bosses, commitment-
phobic men, confused women, straying and returning, sac-
rifice and recompense.lt also has straight-up reprises.
Konkona Sen Sharma, whose pairing with Irrfan was one
of the highlights of the original, is the only one from the pre-
vious cast making a return, with Pankaj Tripathi standing in
for the late, great actor; and the three-member band, led by
Pritam, is strewn all over the film, like it was in the earlier
iteration.

In the interim— eighteen years is a long time—so much
has changed. Those clunky cell-phones, which a couple of
characters used in the earlier film, have changed to the sleek
oblongs everyone carries these days, with laptops, tablets,
and an overuse of every other device that promises con-
nection, but provides only disconnection. You don’t need
an empty flat with a key, the idea borrowed from Billy Wilder's
classic The Apartment, to plan an assignation; you can just
create a profile on a dating app and get right down to sexting,
even if you choose to call it Linger, rather than Tinder.But
the one thing, if you go by Anurag Basu’s characters, that
hasn’t changed are humans and their frailties and egos which
come in the way of true connection. Pankaj and Konkona,
as Monty (I still haven’t got over that name; who would ever
have thought of Irrfan as a still-a-virgin-at-nearly-forty, un-
able to hide sexual neediness but wistful with it?) and Kajol,
are weathering the sort of boredom that besets most mar-
ried couples who behave like old socks, rather than sparkly
stockings.

Kajol's younger sister Chumki (Sara Ali Khan) is try-
ing hard to be a compliant girlfriend in preparation to be a
good wife to a guy who wears his suspicions on his sleeve,
when not shrugging his shoulders, a personality tic that she
doesn’t notice until it is pointed out to her by travel viogger
Parth (Aditya Roy Kapoor) in a meet-not-so-cute
moment.Kajol and Chumki’s mother Shivani (Neena Gupta),
who gave up her dreams of becoming an actor when she
married the girls’ dictatorial dad (Saswata Chatterjee) is given
a chance to relive her youth during a college reunion, where
she runs into old flame Parimal (Anupam Kher).Another
strand is fronted by Shruti (Fatima Sana) and husband
Akash (Ali Fazal) whose double-income-no-kids corporate
grind is threatened by her sudden pregnancy and his deep-
seated desire to become a musician. Termination is an
option; unhappiness and resentment is a resultant outcome.

What | really enjoyed in the film were the nimble writerly
leaps and the people speaking to each other as people do,
in sentences which feel as if they are coming from the
character’s lives, rather than rehearsed dialogues on the
page. Yes, there is the occasional floweriness, but that's
just Basu leaning into his bent for amping up the mundane.
The plot moves swiftly along for the most part, and this time
around, there are four metros jostling for attention— Mumbai,
Delhi, Kolkata and Bangalore— as well as Goa and Shimla.

As the architect of edifices full of messy emotions and
registering graphs of hurt and happiness, Basu retains his
old touch, and | found myself smiling in the dark, especially
in the first half. His style, a mix of the real and hyper-real,
always teetering close to making us roll our eyes, outlining
even as it underlines, makes for a very specific kind of film,
stuffed with fleeting moments of delight when the camera
catches characters off-guard, as they go about doing things
in a naturalistic manner, before careering off into another
exaggerated curve.Things do slacken post-interval; a
couple of crucial situations repeat themselves, and the film
strains to fill its nearly three hour length. One of the biggest
surprises of ‘Life.. was Irrfan as the self-proclaimed jack-
ass but very likeable Monty, who gives full play to the
character’s foolishness ; here, Pankaj Tripathi is allowed to
get into full-on burlesque-mode— | think | caught a flash of
him hurriedly kissing a female toe—and hot and bothered in
rumpled-sheet situations. Can anyone beat Irrfan on all those
scores? Not really. But is Pankaj a hoot in some of his
scenes, and Konkona is as good as it gets ? Yes, and yes.|
did find a few threads not working in tandem, especially the
one revolving around a young teenager’s prolonged won-
dering if she likes ‘girls or boys’. Quite a contemporary touch,
but heavy-handed, and meandering. There’s also the one
involving Anupam Kher’s widowed daughter-in-law
(Darshana Bainik) and his laboured attempts at giving her
her ‘jaa apni zindagi jee le’ moment, in which he asks for
and gets Neena Gupta’s willing help: that portion feels both
outdated and outlandish.

A few characters in this large ensemble do not get
enough play: in a truly great film, even walk-ons have flash,
even if they were always meant to be on the sidelines. You
also wish, just like in the original, that Pritam and co would

be heard less, and seen even lesser: yes, we know that
the lilting soundtrack they create functions as a leitmotif-
commentator-character, and Papon’s voice is dreamy,
but after a point you want less, not more.Aditya Roy
Kapoor makes you miss Basu’s original muse Ranbir
Kapoor, who patented the self-obsessed man-child char-
acter, but does well enough as the breezy, irresponsible
fellow turning over a new leaf, Sara Ali Khan, playing a
Kareena Kapoor-coded character, fares better here than
she has in most of her previous films. She also gets a let-
all-the angst-out-with-a-shout moment, taking you right
back to a similar situation in the original.

Ali Fazal and Fatima Sana Shaikh dance around
relatable dilemmas— careers, aspirations, children— even
though he comes off more hangdog than anything else,
and she a bit too morose. And just like veterans
Dharmendra and Nafisa in the earlier one, Anupam Kher
and Neena Gupta show how it's done, rising above their
improbable bits.But there’s enough zest in the rest of it to
keep us humming, and the film, even in its looseness and
overly-stretchiness, thrumming. And what a relief, in these
days of ham-fisted badly-made patriotic sagas and loud
family melodramas, to find adult characters doing adult
things, talking up desire and lust and love, even if you
can see hints of conservativeness— characters getting
into bed, but not going all the way— perhaps as a nod to
these times which is bent upon taming all individual
passion.This really should be a series, because life is
unruly and ungainly, spilling over the edges, annoying
and exhilarating, in equal measure, and when Metro In
Dino is at its best, it catches all those beats: | just hope
Basu will not take eighteen years to make his third.Metro..
In Dino movie cast: Anupam Kher, Neena Gupta, Konkona
Sen Sharma, Pankaj Tripathi, Aditya Roy Kapoor, Sara
Ali Khan, Ali Fazal, Fatima Sana Shaikh, Saswata
Chatterjee, Darshana Bainik, Kush Jotwani, Rohan
GurbaxaniMetro.. In Dino movie director: Anurag
BasuMetro.. In Dino movie rating: Three stars

‘Amitabh Bachchan was thrown out of the film,
replaced by Sanjay Khan’: Raza Murad recalls how
Zanjeer changed Big B’s fortune after 16 flops

Prakash Mehra’s Zanjeer (1973), written by Salim-
Javed, became a landmark film in Indian cinema. It gave a
whole new identity to Amitabh Bachchan, who until then
had seen 16 flops and almost lost hopes to make it big as
an actor. But, it was his luck that made him who he is to-
day, believes veteran actor Raza Murad. The film launched
Amitabh into superstardom, leading to a string of hits like
Deewar, Sholay, and Don, among others.

In a recent interview with The Filmy Charcha, Raza
Murad claimed that one needs 90% luck to make it big in
the industry. To prove his point, the actor took the example
of actor Amitabh Bachchan, whose life changed overnight
with a single film that chose him as its lead star.“Amitabh
Bachchan was thrown out of Duniya Ka Mela. The makers
replaced him with Sanjay Khan. 16 of his films flopped. Dis-
tributors said nobody will turn up to theatres if he will star in
a film. At that time, his luck was not with him. But when the
luck was in his favour, everything fell in place.”

3BHK movie review: Si
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He explained, “When Prakash Mehra wanted to
make Zanjeer, he went to Dilip Kumar, Dharmendra, Dev
Anand, Rajkumar, and they all refused for some or the
other reason. The subject was extremely hero-oriented,
yet, these superstars rejected it. Nobody knows why, but
one can say that the luck wanted Amitabh Bachchan to
lead the film. When nobody wanted him, and Prakash
Mehra had no option, Jaya Bachchan (then Jaya
Bahaduri) recommended the director he take Amitabh
Bachchan and rest is history.”Zanjeer didn’t just become
a turning point in the life of Amitabh Bachchan but also
writer duo Salim-Javed. Apart from them, the film’s char-
acter Sher Khan, played by actor Pran became a cult
figure with his Pathani attire. Dialogues from the film, such
as “Yeh police station hai, tumhare baap ka ghar nahin”
became a part of pop culture. The film redefined Hindi
film heroes with many claiming Amitabh Bachchan’s Vijay
gave voice to the frustrated Indian middle class of that
era. It shifted the focus from romantic heroes to gritty-

cfharth-starrer

is a contrived yet resonant famlly drama

3BHK movie review: It is the summer of 2007, and
Prabhu (Siddharth) is woken up by his sister Aarti (Meetha
Raghunath), who says that his classmate Aishwarya, or
Aishu (Chaithra J Achar), is on the phone. Prabhu and
Aishu’s 12th standard results are out that day, and the two
head to a cyber cafe to check the outcome of months of
dedicated preparation. Prabhu is jittery, overcome with fear,
while Aishu seems much calmer, almost as though she is
there to lend him a hand to hold or a shoulder to lie on should
things go wrong in the next few minutes. What's shared
between them, though, is the understanding that the result
on that webpage could shape the course of their lives from
that moment on.

For someone like me, who had to endure starkly
similar anxiety in 2008, waiting for the already-over-
whelmed webpage to load was nothing short of agonising,
even traumatic. The cyber cafe is perhaps the least con-
ducive setting for such a pivotal moment, but this was a
time when India lived and emoted in the open, unable
and unwilling to hide its feelings. What Prabhu and Aishu
encounter thereafter indeed determines their fate, but, as
it turns out, that moment would only be a small brick in the
wall. The two would drift apart shortly after and Prabhu
would become the nucleus of the story and yet, the entire
scenario described above perfectly encapsulates what
writer-director Sri Ganesh is trying to tell us about shar-
ing burden and seeing personal failure impact not one
but many around them.It’s this essence of shared living
that defines 3BHK, a compelling narrative about a low-
to-middle-class family’s incredible and incessant yearn-
ing to own a home in the perpetually on-the-rise Chennai.
Over a period of two decades, the story presents how the
Vasudevan family (with an endearing and measured
Sarathkumar playing the eponymous patriarch) does
everything and beyond in its might to realise that dream
and how their intertwined existence ebbs and flows in a
pursuit that remains tantalisingly within reach, yet almost
never is. A long sequence of rented homes, the many
minor but nagging problems they bring, a persistent fi-
nancial instability, the hovering fear of illness or death,
and a set of lives that has never truly lived with freedom
or abandon: everything about Vasudevan & Family rings
true including the fact that opting out of this rat race is not
really an option.If Vasudevan takes on extra hours as an
accountant to save those extra bucks, his son Prabhu
sacrifices a normal adulthood in preparation for the

‘battles’ ahead of h|m If Prabhu’s mother (Devayam in
an underwritten role) decides to sell savouries and con-
tribute in her own way, his younger sister Aarti gladly
compromises by remaining in a government school sim-
ply because the family can afford convent education for
only one of them (although she is clearly the smarter
one). The bottom line here is to not give up, even at the
cost of personal sanity and aspiration. And Sri Ganesh
manages to go beyond the usual by tapping into the greys
of middle-class life, particularly through Prabhu, who is
plagued by the feeling that he is always inadequate to
see his father’'s dream to the finish line. The father-son
relationship isn’t strained — on the contrary, is imbued
with a rare kind of sensitivity — yet the juggling act of living
a false life and disappointing his father chips away at
him, inch by inch, year by year. The city’s real estate
never yields and the banks do not budge either, meaning
that Prabhu and co. are made to forever carry a tender
weight that never lifts, yet never crushes.The writing shines
in how it stitches together a vignette-like narrative wherein
each scene carries a sense of urgency. Spanning 140
minutes, the screenplay is layered (at times even over-
crowded) with emotional currents that refreshingly keep
the story from becoming predictable, even as it flirts with
over-sentimentality. The ensemble cast delivers effec-
tively, and Sri Ganesh orchestrates a strong sense of
synergy among them to allow multiple characters to
traverse substantial arcs — an element that becomes key
to his storytelling.

‘Nobody cared about Madhuri Dixit; her parents told her to quit films
and get married to a singer, but even he rejected her’: Raza Murad

Madhuri Dixit was one of the biggest stars of the
1990s, but her early slate of films didn’t get much atten-
tion. In fact, they flopped so terribly that her parents even
considered getting her married. Madhuri wouldn’t have
been the star that she became had the person her par-
ents approached to marry her said yes. But he rejected
the offer, and Madhuri was eventually spotted by director
Subhash Ghai in a chance encounter. He re-launched
her with the film Ram Lakhan, a year after she gained
appreciation for her role in Tezaab. This was the late
1980s.In an interview, veteran actor Raza Murad spoke
about the importance of luck in a performer’s life. He cited
the example of Amitabh Bachchan, who also had a string
of flops behind him before he broke out with the film
Zanjeer in the early 1970s. He then spoke about Madhuri.
“She was doing insignificant films like Abodh and Awara
Baap. Nobody cared for her, nobody noticed her. Her
parents decided to get her married, because her career
was at rock bottom. They approached a playback singer,
and arranged a meeting between them. He looked at her
and said, ‘She’s too thin’.”

Murad continued, “Some time later, she was filming
in Kashmir with Rajesh Khanna. Close by, Subhash Ghai

was also at work. Her hairdresser went to meet him, and
he asked what film she was working on. She introduced
him to Madhuri, and he was immediately struck by her
appearance. He asked her to meet him in Mumbai, and
re-launched her because he had a good sense. Other-
wise, it was basically pack-up time for her.”Appearing on
the singing reality show Sa Re Ga Ma Pa in 2023, singer
Suresh Wadkar seemed to admit that he was the person
who rejected an offer to marry Madhuri. When host Aditya
Narayan asked him about a certain rumour around a very
popular actor’s parents approaching him with an offer to
marry her, he blushed and looked at his wife, who was
sitting next to him. He said that he is very content in life,
and very glad that he found a ‘madhuri named Padma’.
This seemed to be confirmation enough for the panel of
judges, including Anu Malik and Himesh Reshammiya,
who expressed shock.Madhuri married US-based car-
diovascular surgeon Sriram Nene in 1999, and quit the
films for a few years when she moved to Denver to raise
a family. She returned in the mid-2000s with Dr Nene
and their two sons, who are now studying in college. Madhuri
herself is a prominent fixture on singing reality shows, and
Suresh Wadkar admitted that he might get told off one day
for what he said on national TV.
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