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NIMS announces admissions for
Master's in Hospital Management

Hyderabad: The Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS) on Monday announced admissions for its two-year
Master’s in Hospital Management (MHM) Program. The MHM program, which has 20 seats at NIMS, will equip gradu-
ates with the essential knowledge and skills required to navigate the complexities of hospital administration and healthcare
delivery, according to a press release.To apply for the course, candidates should be aged between 20 and 30 years,
and the last date for online application submission before 5 pm on July 28 while the last date for hard copy application

submission is July 2, 2025, before 5 pm.

Two killed, three injured as car crashes
Into tree in Telangana's Adilabad

Adilabad: Two persons were killed on the spot, while three others belonging to a family sustained injuries when
the car in which they were travelling hit a tree near Birsaipet village in Utnoor mandal early on Monday.Police said the
victims were relatives of Earla Raju from Riksha colony in Bellampalli. The deceased included a man and a woman
while one woman, a girl and another person were injured. The driver lost control over the vehicle at a curve and hit
the tree, resulting in the mishap.The injured persons were shifted to a government hospital in Utnoor mandal
headquarters. The condition of the girl was said to be critical. The family was heading from Bellampalli to Adilabad at

the time of the incident. Further details are awaited.

Caste cansus, OBC poltics, PM Modl's global
recogniionin Gyprus shape BJP's political narrative

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hours after the Union government on Monday is-
sued a notification for conducting India’s 16th census
with caste enumeration in 2027, Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav claimed, "The Congress has always
betrayed and deceived the OBC community."Addressing
media personnel in New Delhi, the Union Minister while
taking a jibe at the grand old party said, "If the Congress
was ever sincere about OBC welfare, they would have
acted on the Kaka Kalelkar Commission report", refer-
encing the first Backward Classes commission set up in
1953.Yadav emphasised that the Congress, even after
returning to power, did not implement the Mandal
Commission’s recommendations."It was only after the
Congress lost power that the Janata Party formed the
Mandal Commission. Even after the Janata Party's exit,
Congress, while still in power, did not implement the
Mandal Commission report. It was only after Congress
was out of the picture that the Mandal Commission was
implemented. Ironically, in Parliament, it was Congress
leader Rajiv Gandhi who went on record opposing it", he
added.Meanwhile, on the international front, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was awarded Cyprus’ highest civil-
ian honour, the ‘Grand Cross of the Order of Makarios Ill,’
by President Nikos Christodoulides.This recognition
marks the 23rd international award conferred upon PM
Modi, highlighting his global appeal and India’s rising
influence under his leadership."This prestigious honour
reflects the Prime Minister’s global leadership and con-

Al

tributions to India's growing stature on the international
stage. It is a moment of pride for all of us, as this marks the
23rd such international recognition for him", said
Yadav.Similarly, Union Home Minister Amit Shah also
congratulated the Prime Minister via social media plat-
form X, saying, “This reflects the continuously rising stat-
ure of India on the global stage."To further underline Prime
Minister Modi’s international image, BJP IT Cell chief Amit
Malviya shared a graphic on X titled “23 Global Honours
Celebrated by 140 Crore Indians: India’s Unstoppable
Global Ascent.”The graphic, now widely circulated on
social media, lists all 23 international awards received
by PM Modi — from Kuwait, France, Greece, Egypt, and
Russia to Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Mauritius, Afghani-
stan and Palestine.

Rythu Bharosa disbursal starts, to be
completed within nine days, says Bhatti

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: With an eye on the forthcoming local
body elections, the Congress government announced
that the Rythu Bharosa input assistance would be ex-
tended to all farmers from Monday, removing the existing
ceiling on the number of acres.Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka said the disbursement of Rythu Bharosa
benefits would be completed within nine days. Speaking
at the Rythu Nestham programme held in the city, Bhatti
Vikramarka said the Congress government was spending
around Rs. 70,000 crore annually on farmers’ welfare and
agricultural development.

At this rate, Rs. 3.5 lakh crore would be spent on the
farming community over a five-year period, he said.The
Deputy Chief Minister also stated that the government had
decided to extend input assistance to tenant farmers and
landless agricultural labourers under the Indiramma

CP receives Red Cross

HIY

GNS News Agency, June 16
Nagar kurnool: On the occasion of International
Nurses Day, celebrated on May 12, a voluntary blood
donation camp was organized on Friday at the Govern-
ment District Hospital in Nagarkurnool, under the aegis
of the Telangana Nursing Officers Association. The camp
was inaugurated by the hospital’s Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. R. Raghu.Dr. Raghu appreciated Resident Medi-
cal Officer Dr. C. Hanumanth Rao (59) for setting an ex-
ample by donating blood multiple times. He mentioned
that blood donation revitalizes the donor and stimulates
the regeneration of new blood cells. In view of the current

Atmeeya Bharosa scheme. The decision was taken during
arecent Ministers’ meeting held at the Integrated Command
Control Centre.

award from Governor

tense situation between India and Pakistan, he stated
that the state government has advised collecting and stor-
ing a large quantity of blood, which may be sent to the
armed forces if required.

He urged the local community to voluntarily donate
blood regularly at the District Hospital Blood Bank. Dr.
Raghu congratulated the Telangana Nursing Officers As-
sociation for their initiative and praised the nursing officers
who led by example by donating blood themselves to help
patients in critical condition. He emphasized that nursing
staff are not only providing healthcare but also playing a
noble role by participating in blood donation camps.He also
informed that the District Hospital is providing free blood to
pregnant women and patients undergoing orthopedic or
general surgeries, maintaining adequate stock of both posi-
tive and rare negative blood types. Blood collected from the
hospital is also being supplied to storage centers in
Kalwakurthy and Achampet.

District Nursing Association President Janakidevi, Sec-
retary M. Anand, and Zone 7 President Manmohan Reddy
noted that the blood collection drive was part of a statewide
initiative. A total of 40 nursing officers and 10 other individu-
als donated blood during the event.Participants included Dr.
C. Hanumanth Rao, Dr. Prashanth, Dr. Azeem, Blood Bank
Medical Officer Dr. A. Rohith, Dr. Anita, and other staff also
actively participated in the camp.

UPI transactions set to
become faster from June 16

GNS News Agency, June 16

New Delhi: Transactions through the popular UPI
are set to become faster from Monday with National Pay-
ments Corporation of India (NPCI) mandating a reduc-
tion in response time to as swift as 10 seconds for
payments.UPI or Unified Payments Interface is a real-
time payment system developed by NPCI to facilitate in-
ter-bank transactions through mobile phones. According
to a recent NPCI circular, transactions including money
transfer, status checks, and reversals will now be com-
pleted in 10 to 15 seconds, as against 30
seconds.Effective June 16, the time taken in a UPI pay-
ment to validate address will now take only 10 seconds
compared to 15 seconds earlier. The revisions in re-
sponse time are aimed at improving customer experi-
ence, NPCI said.As per another NPCI circular, custom-
ers will soon be able to check their account balance 50
times a day through their UPI apps. As of now, there is no

limit to check account balance in a day and threshold of
50 has been introduced, keeping in mind system effi-
ciency and ease of load, according to an expert.The num-
ber of transactions through UPI increased 33 per cent in
May to 1,868 crore while the amount involved rose 23
per cent to Rs 25.14 lakh crore.

PM Modi conferred with
Cyprus' highest civilian award

GNS News Agency, June 16

Nicosia: President Nikos Christodoulides of Cyprus
on Monday presented Prime Minister Narendra Modi with
the Grand Cross of the Order of Makarios Ill, Cyprus’s high-
est honour, at the Presidential Palace in Nicosia. This marks
the 23rd time a foreign country has bestowed its top civilian
award on PM Modi, an unprecedented tally for any Indian
Prime Minister.

This is the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to
Cyprus in 23 years. President Christodoulides thanked In-
dia for its steadfast support on the Cyprus issue and praised
Nicosia and New Delhi’s partnership in promoting regional
peace across the Eastern Mediterranean and the wider
Middle East. With Cyprus slated to hold the EU Council
Presidency from January 1, 2026, both leaders vowed to
deepen India—EU strategic collaboration.Accepting the
award “on behalf of 1.4 billion Indians,” PM Modi dedicated
it to the enduring friendship between India and Cyprus,

rooted in shared values, mutual trust, and India’s ancient
philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (“the world is one
family”). He described the honour as a recommitment to
expand bilateral ties in trade, technology, and cultural ex-
change.

KTR appears before ACB
in Formula E race case

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) working
president and former Minister K.T. Rama Rao on Monday
appeared before the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) in the
Formula E race case.Rama Rao reached the ACB office in
Banjara Hills amid tight security for the second round of
questioning in the case.

Police made elaborate security arrangements around
the ACB office to prevent any gathering of BRS
workers.Speaking to the media before leaving for the ACB
office, the BRS leader said he would not be scared even if
he had to go to jail again.KTR, as Rama Rao is popularly
known, said cases registered against him and the harass-
ment in the name of notices would not deter him from ques-
tioning the Congress government.The former minister
stated that he respects the law and judiciary and that truth
will ultimately prevail. “They have so far summoned me
thrice. Even if they call me 30 times, | will appear,” he
said.KTR slammed Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, say-
ing he drew sadistic pleasure by making BRS president
and former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao and former
Minister T. Harish Rao appear before the Kaleshwaram
Commission.

“Today, | have been summoned. They may arrest me.
I went to jail in the past for the sake of Telangana. | am not
scared if | have to go to jail once again. Not once, | am
ready to go to jail 100 times,” he said.KTR said the Chief
Minister has no courage to touch KCR’s army of lakhs of
cadres. He reiterated that the Chief Minister should come
forward to undergo a lie detector test. “We both have ACB
cases against us. | am ready for a lie-detector test, are you
ready?” he asked.Claiming that the Formula-E race boosted
the image of Telangana, he alleged that the actions of the
Revanth Reddy government were maligning the state.

The BRS leader earlier visited the party headquarters,
Telangana Bhavan, where a large number of party workers
gathered to show solidarity with him.The ACB had earlier
given notice to KTR to appear on May 28. The BRS leader,

however, informed the agency that as he planned to leave
for a foreign tour, he would appear before them after he
returned.The former minister had appeared before the ACB
on January 9 in the case relating to the conduct of the For-
mula E race in Hyderabad in January 2023, when the BRS
was in power.The ACB in December last year booked a
case against KTR, former Special Chief Secretary to the
government, Municipal Administration and Urban Develop-
ment (MA&UD) department, Arvind Kumar and former Chief
Engineer of Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Author-
ity (HMDA) B.L.N. Reddy for alleged Rs 54.88 crore irregu-
larities in the Formula-E deal. The FIR was registered on a
complaint by the Principal Secretary to the government,
MA&UD department, M. Dana Kishore, who stated that for-
eign remittances were made without prior approvals of the
relevant regulatory authorities, which resulted in an addi-
tional tax burden to HMDA to the tune of Rs 8.06 crore.The
complainant also alleged that the payment was made while
the Model Code of Conduct was in effect for the elections
to the State Legislative Assembly without any prior approval
of the Election Commission of India.The FIR was registered
under the Prevention of Corruption Act as well as under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections 409 (criminal breach of
trust) and 120B (criminal conspiracy).

Notices to BRS leaders are diversionary
tactics, says MLC K Kavitha

GNS News Agency, June 16

Jagtial: BRS MLC K Kavitha on Monday alleged that
the Congress-led State government was deliberately tar-
geting BRS leaders with notices to divert public attention
from pressing issues.She pointed out that notices had been
issued to BRS president K Chandrashekhar Rao, senior
leader T Harish Rao, and now, working president KT Rama
Rao. “We will respond to each and every question, but the
government should refrain from indulging in diversionary
politics,” she said. Kavitha also condemned the recent lock-
ing of the Telangana Bhavan.

She made these remarks while participating in the
annual day celebrations of the Navadurga temple in

Jagtial.Speaking on the Rythu Bharosa scheme, Kavitha
said farmers were still waiting for benefits, as the financial
assistance had been provided only once in the last one and
a half years. “Even then, the benefit was restricted to farm-
ers with up to three acres of land, and only 60 per cent of
eligible farmers received the amount,” she claimed.She also
criticised the State government for failing to implement the
job calendar and for not fulfilling promises made to students.

ndia’s trade deficit narrowed
to 6.6 bn in May on low ol
prices, strong Services exports

GNS News Agency, June 16

India’s overall trade deficit narrowed to $6.6 billion
in May 2025, down nearly 30% over its level in May last
year, as total imports fell largely due to a fall in oil prices
while total exports grew on the back of a strong perfor-
mance by the services sector, official data showed.

According to the monthly trade data released by the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Monday, India’s to-
tal exports grew to $71.1 billion in May 2025, up from $69.2
billion in May 2024. This 2.8% growth in total exports was
due to a strong showing by the services sector, which saw
exports growing 9.4% to $32.4 billion.

Merchandise exports, on the other hand, contracted
2.2% in May 2025 to $38.7 billion. According to Commerce
Secretary Sunil Barthwal, a large part of the reason for this
subdued performance in merchandise exports is due to the
fall in global oil prices.
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Dreamling crash an
aviation safety wake-Up ca

To say itis a monumental tragedy is a gross under-
statement. A London-bound Air India flight, a Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft, carrying 242 people, including crew,
purst into a ball of fire after crashing into a medical col-
ege less than half-a-minute after taking off from Sardar

allabhbhai Patel international airport in Ahmedabad on
[hursday afternoon. This plane crash, the worst in India
n this century, left 241 passengers and crew members
ead. Only one passenger had a miraculous escape. The
ollateral damage is equally numbing. As the ill-fated plane
ammed through hostel buildings of BJ Medical College
djoining the airport, 24 people, including medicos, lost
heir lives on the ground, taking the toll to 265. This Thurs-
ay tragedy shocked the nation and heightened anxiety
bout air travel. However, the sheer scale and complex-
y of the tragedy can be gauged from the fact that there
as no official communication on the number of deaths
ven after midnight though crash took place around 1.40
m in the afternoon. For some reasons, there was some
eluctance on the part of the authorities to disclose the
eath count!The crash obviously raises doubts about the
afety protocols that Air India practices. Its poor safety
ecord continued even after Tata Group took over the
tate-owned airliner in 2022. Furthermore, the safety as-
ect of Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft is also under cloud
ow. The aircraft, considered an engineering marvel and
uel-efficient one, faced significant quality issues after it
ntered commercial service in 2011. To address the qual-
y issues, the US airplane maker had to stop Dreamliner’s
eliveries between January 2021 and August 2022. The
test crash shows that a lot more needs to be done. Nev-
rtheless, the Ahmedabad plane crash is obviously a big

Mission Sanitation was
launched by the collector
to reduce the workload
of sanitation workers in
government hospitals.”

““Bhukya Ranjith Naik, Bhadradri Kothagudem, June
16 (Indian Chronicle): The District Collector has come up
with an innovative idea of ??machine sanitation to make
the cleanliness and sanitation work easier at the Bhadradri
Kothagudem District Government General Hospital (GGH).
As part of implementing this idea, steps were taken to ob-
tain the necessary machines by immediately providing DMF
funds.As part of this, the following machines were provided
to the hospital:1. Scrubbing Machine2. Manual Sweeper3.
High-Pressure WasherThese machines were recently de-
livered to the hospital, and all arrangements for use have
been completed, and they are now in direct use. With this,
the sanitation standards in the hospital will further improve,
the workload of the workers will be reduced, and the pa-
tients will get a clean environment.On this occasion, the
Superintendent, on behalf of GGH Kothagudem, expressed
his heartfelt gratitude to Collector Jitesh V. Patil. His initia-
tive to protect public health is commendable.

Cybercrime crackdown in
Hyderabad focuses on
suspicious transactions

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: In a step towards tackling the rising threat
of financial cybercrime, the Hyderabad Police, in collabora-
tion with the Telangana Cyber Security Bureau (TGCSB),
have intensified their surveillance and enforcement
strategies. They are now focusing on and monitoring suspi-
cious banking activities, particularly bank accounts that re-
ceive large sums of money within short periods, especially
when linked to individuals without a clear source of
income.Officials believe such accounts are often used by
cybercriminals to launder money or facilitate fraudulent
transactions.With digital transactions becoming a crucial
part of daily life, officials emphasise that constructive and
collaborative efforts between law enforcement agencies and
financial institutions are essential. As part of the crackdown,
banks across the State have been asked to tighten their
Know Your Customer (KYC) protocols.

This includes conducting thorough background checks
during account creation and periodic reviews of customer
data. Financial institutions have also been directed to flag
and report suspicious transactions immediately to the au-
thorities concerned.“Online scams have become sophisti-
cated, and it is of utmost importance that law enforcement
agencies act proactively to counter them. Our focus is on
identifying the network of money mules and dismantling the
very infrastructure of financial cybercrime networks,” said
a senior TGCSB official.Banks have also been urged to
enhance their scrutiny mechanisms. “Banks and financial
institutions need to strengthen their KYC norms, and real-
time reporting of dubious activities is crucial to prevent large-
scale fraud,” added a cybercrime official. Meanwhile, public
awareness campaigns are being launched to educate citi-
zens about the risks of sharing bank account details and to
encourage prompt reporting of suspected fraud.Citizens are
advised to stay vigilant and report any unusual account
activity or suspected fraud to the cybercrime helpline at 1930
or through the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal at

cvhercrime qov.in
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Continental Hospitals Celebrates World Blood
Donor Day with Successful Blood Donation Drive District Collector Jitesh V. Patil

Hyderabad:Continental Hospitals, Gachibowli,
Hyderabad commemorated the World Blood Donor Day
2025 with an In-House Blood Donation Drive that saw over

100 Blood Donors donate blood over the past three days.
In addition to the blood donation drive, Continental Hospi-
tals has also undertaken a massive awareness campaign
to educate corporates and residential communities in the
area about the importance of blood donation and the need
for more blood donors to come forward voluntarily. The re-
quirement of blood cannot be undermined in the treatment
of various ailments in addition to emergency situations.

On the occasion of the World Blood Donor Day, Con-
tinental Hospitals Founder & Chairman Dr Guru N Reddy
reminded everyone that one unit of blood can actually save
three lives and everyone must come forward to donate blood
to be able to save precious lives in emergency.Prominent
blood donors during the drive included Mrs Kavitha
Muthyala, Zonal Manager & Commissioner of TGIIC who
donated blood at the hospital and encouraged others to do
so0. Several hospital employees from various departments
came forward to take part in the blood donation and contrib-
ute to this good cause

Amudala Tulasidas Spearheads
Initiative to Ensure "Thalliki Vandanam"
Benefits Reach All in Tirupati's

21st Division““June 16 Indian Chronicle
Rayalaseema co-ordinator“‘Amudala Tulasidas, President
of the Tirupati Salivahana Parliament, today led a special
grievance redressal program at the local Grama

Sachivalayam (Village Secretariat) in the 21st Division. The
initiative was aimed at assisting women who have not yet
received the financial benefits under the "Thalliki Vandanam"
scheme.“The program focused on guiding eligible women
through the official government grievance application pro-
cess. Mr. Tulasidas provided hands-on advice and clear
instructions on how to properly file their applications to en-
sure they receive the entitled amount from the scheme. The
event was attended by the secretariat staff and numerous
local women who were seeking assistance.“Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Amudala Tulasidas, a prominent leader
of the Telugu Desam Party, emphasized the party's com-
mitment to public service.”"It is an integral part of our re-
sponsibility as workers of the Telugu Desam Party to en-
sure that every single scheme introduced by the govern-
ment reaches the people effectively," said Mr. Tulasidas.
"We must work to see that these benefits are delivered prop-
erly and that justice is done for every eligible citizen. Today's
program is a step in that direction."”

The event highlights a proactive effort to bridge the
gap between government welfare schemes and their in-
tended beneficiaries, ensuring that administrative hurdles
do not prevent citizens from accessing crucial
support.“About:“Amudala Tulasidas is the President of the
Tirupati Salivahana Parliament and a local leader of the
Telugu Desam Party. He is actively involved in community
outreach and social welfare programs aimed at addressing
citizen grievances and ensuring the effective implementa-
tion of government schemes in the Tirupati region.

The second phase of spot admission

counseling was successfully conducted at
Tribal Gurukulam: RCO Aruna Kumari.

“Bhukya Ranjith Naik, Bhadradri Kothagudem, June
16 (Indian Chronicle): The spot counseling for filling 352 seats
for boys and 142 seats for girls in the first year of the Junior
Inter second phase of Tribal Welfare Gurukulam Junior
College in the Ummadi Khammam district for the academic
year 2025-26 was successfully conducted at Bhadrachalam
Tribal Gurukulam School on Monday. Bhadrachalam ITDA
Project Officer B. Rahul said that under the direction of RCO
Aruna Kumari, out of a total of 494 seats for various courses,

362 seats have been filled for boys and girls through trans-
parent counseling; out of 352 seats for boys, 220 seats have
been filled for girls and 142 seats for boys; and further steps
will be announced soon regarding the filling of the remain-
ing 132 vacant seats for boys. Principals Devadas,
Satyanarayana, Shyam Kumar, Harikrishna, Bhadrachalam
Principal Padmavati, Ramadevi, Nagendramma, Madhavi
Latha, Chaitanya, and Pullamma; lecturers; and others par-
ticipated in this program.

ITDA conducts Darthi Abajan National Gram
Utkarsha Abhiyan camps: Project Officer B. Rahul

Bhukya Ranjith Naik, Bhadradri Kothagudem

e L

, June 16 (Indian Chronicle): ITDA has conducted
Darthi Abajan National Gram Utkarsha Abhiyan camps in-
troduced by the central government in Palvancha, Charla,
Tekulapalli, and Burgampadu mandals and submitted the
reports to the Gram Sabhas through the concerned offi-
cials, said ITDA Project Officer B. Rahul. He said that these
conferences were organized on Monday at MP UPS School
in Krishna Sagar village in Burgampadu mandal, GP Pally
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village in Charla mandal, Errai Gudem MPP School in
Tekulapally mandal, and GP Bhavan in Chandrala Gudem
village in Palvancha mandal. 680 tribals registered their
names for PM Kishan, Aadhaar cards, Ayushman Bharat
cards, Jan Dhan, caste certificates, and NREGS cards,
and 352 people were registered for these conferences.
MPDOs, Tahsildars, and officials of various departments
participated in the program.

Public Hearing Cancelled:

““Bhukya Ranijith Naik,Bhadradri kothagudem,June
15(Indian Chronicle):“On Monday, 16-06-2025, as part of
the Rythunestam program, State Chief Minister Sri Enumula
Revanth Reddy will hold a face-to-face program with farm-
ers across the state. Farmers will participate in this pro-
gram at farmer forums across the district. District Collector
Jitesh V. Patil said in a statement that the public hearing
scheduled for Monday has been canceled as all the district
officials are busy with the arrangements for this program.
Therefore, the Collector advised people not to come to the
IDOC office to submit applications.

A strong foot should be
taken against those who cheat
innocent farmers and sell fake
seeds: District SP Rohit R/

““Bhukya Ranjith Naik, Bhadradri Kothagudem, June
16 (Indian Chronicle): District SP Rohit Raj said that a strong
foot should be taken against those who cheat innocent farm-
ers and sell fake seeds. On Monday, a monthly crime re-
view meeting was held with the district police officers at the
conference hall of the district SP office. Speaking to the
police officers who participated in the meeting, the SP sug-
gested that the criminals should be punished in every case
through 'quality of investigation' and justice should be done
to the victims. He suggested that officers and staff should
always roam the roads with patrolling and Blue Colts ve-
hicles and be available to the people. He suggested that a
special vigil should be established and strict action should
be taken against people involved in anti-social activities like
ganja, matka, and gambling. He suggested that hot spots
should be identified across the district and cases should be
registered against people transporting ganja as well as those
consuming ganja, and strict action should be taken. He
suggested that CCTV cameras should be installed in all
places within the jurisdiction of every police station in the
district. He said that steps should be taken. He said that
people should be made aware of the importance of CCTV
cameras and that they should be installed in their residen-
tial areas and business complexes. He said that the tech-
nology currently used by the police department in property
cases should be used to catch the criminals and recover
the property and ensure that it is given to the victims as
soon as possible. He suggested that a plan should be pre-
pared in advance to alert the people of low-lying areas when
heavy rains occur during the rainy season. He suggested
that continuous vehicle inspections should be carried out
against those who cause road accidents by driving drunk
and rashly and strict action should be taken against those
caught. He asked that awareness programs be organized
to alert the people from time to time so that they do not fall
prey to cyber crimes.

He suggested that victims who have lost money in
cyber crimes across the district should respond immedi-
ately and respond immediately when they complain. He sug-
gested that places where road accidents occur most (black
spots) should be identified in each police station area and
accident prevention measures should be taken in coordi-
nation with the relevant authorities to prevent them. He sug-
gested that coordination with judicial officers for the speedy
resolution of pending cases He said that they should work
to ensure justice for the victims.Additional SP Operations
Narender, Bhadrachalam ASP Vikrant Kumar Singh IPS,
Kothagudem DSP Rahman, Palvancha DSP Satish Kumar,
lllandu DSP Chandra Bhanu, Manuguru DSP Ravinder
Reddy, DCRB DSP Mallaiah Swamy, and inspectors and
staff of the district participated in this meeting.
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"Sundarakanda is a Source of All
Prosperity," Declares Shatavadhani
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“June 16 Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator“‘Renowned spiritual orator and Shatavadhani, Sri
Uppaladhadiyam Bharat Sharma, delivered an insightful
discourse on "Sundarakanda - Hanumadvaibhavam" (The
Glory of Hanuman in the Sundarakanda) here on Monday
evening. Hosted by the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) under its Hindu darma prachara parishad, the event
at the Annamacharya Kalamandiram drew a devout audi-

Bharat Sharma at TTD-Hqsted Discourse*

ence eager to learn about the epic's deeper meanings.“In
his address, Sri Sharma declared that the Sundarakanda
from the epic Ramayana is a "source of all prosperity" and
that with the grace of Lord Hanuman, one can gain the
strength to achieve any goal. He delved into the significance
of the Sundarakanda, the strategic brilliance of Lord
Hanuman, and his unwavering dedication to Lord Rama's
mission.“"The Ramayana, and specifically the
Sundarakanda, is not just an ancient story; it is a guide to
righteous living," Sri Sharma stated. "It teaches us about
dedication, self-belief, and how to apply these eternal val-
ues to navigate the complexities of the modern world. The
wisdom of our ancient sages is scientific and offers a time-
less roadmap for a blissful life."“Prior to the discourse, Sri
Bharat Sharma was formally felicitated with a shawl by Sri
Gundala Gopinath Reddy, Chairman of Rayalaseema
Rangasthali, in the presence of local artists Sri Teacher
Tirumalaiah, Sri Prabhakar Naidu, Sri Subrahmanyam
Reddy, and Sri Suresh Swamy.“The event was also graced
by the presence of Dr. N. Satyanarayana Raju, Director of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, who attended to honor Sharma, a
distinguished alumnus of the institution.*.

Big twist in Bengaluru Rapido assault case:
Woman seen hitting rider first in CCTV footage

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: In a major twist in the Bengaluru Rapido
rider assault case, newly emerged CCTV footage reveals
a version of events that contradicts the earlier claims made
by the woman passenger.The footage shows the woman
physically assaulting the Rapido rider first, following an ar-
gument between the two. This comes after the woman had
initially alleged that she was attacked by the rider. Earlier
videos recorded by bystanders—which went viral on so-
cial media—showed the rider hitting the woman after a ver-
bal exchange in a public area.

According to reports, the incident occurred on Satur-
day when the woman, a sales assistant at a jewellery store,
was on her way to work.Both the woman and the rider were
reportedly taken to the Jayanagar police station following
the altercation. The woman told the police that the rider was

Mt |

reckless, had jumped traffic signals, and that this behavior
led to a confrontation which later turned violent.

Hyderabad residents find hope in
social media for retrieving lost items

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: While social media platforms are becom-
ing synonymous with unverified news content and hatred,
there is also a positive side to them in the old city.Consider
this case: Mohammed Hanzala, a student and resident of
Bazar Guard, lost his passport while on his way home from
Malakpet after visiting an educational consultancy. “En route,
I lost my passport and panicked. Soon, | made a video ap-
pealing to citizens to help me trace the passport. The mes-
sage went viral, and after a few hours, | received a call from
Abdul Khader, who handed it over to me,” said
Hanzala.Khader, a resident of Chanchalguda, found the

passport on Chaderghat Road. “| came across the video
on Instagram and contacted Hanzala over the phone. | met
the family and handed over the travel document to Hanzala,”
said Khader.In recent times, several people distressed by
losing their documents, mobile phones, and even two-
wheelers in public places have found solace when good
citizens returned them. “A few days ago, a couple of young-
sters found a smartphone lying on Jahanuma Road. They
made a video showing the gadget, and as soon as they
posted it on social media, the message was amplified. The
owner, who was searching for it, viewed the video and re-
trieved the phone,” said Mohd Imran, a resident of
Jahanuma.

“Social media helped us track missing documents,
phones, and vehicles. Sometimes, we ask people whose
children go missing to make a video appeal. Due to social
media outreach, people learn about it, and those who find
the children reunite them with their parents,” said a Sub-
Inspector from the Bandlaguda police station.Previously,
people had to run around police stations enquiring whether
a good Samaritan had found and handed over their docu-
ments at the reception counter. “Now, people can make a
video and share it on social media to inform about the find.
It is advisable for those who find items in public places to
take them to the police station to avoid later allegations from
the owners,” advised the Sub-Inspector.

Hyderabad hosts first
ever Interfaith Pride Fest

GNS News Agency, June 16

Hyderabad: Hyderabad hosted its first-ever Interfaith
Pride Fest at Bagheen Café, bringing together over 200
people from diverse religious, spiritual, and queer commu-
nities. The event was not just well-attended but deeply mov-
ing, insightful, and celebratory of the intersections between
faith, queerness, and identity, Patruni Sastry, Curator, In-
terfaith Pride Fest, said.The evening opened with a power-
ful panel featuring Chinmayee, Avijit, and Vaibhav, who
spoke about how classical dance has been a spiritual an-
chor and expression of identity for them, followed by a cap-
tivating Odissi drag fusion performance by Khemaya, a
trans-woman from Odisha.The event also featured speak-

ers like Anthony for Seeing Yoga, Kiran Raj, a trans man
and founder of Star Collective, and Deepti Sirla, who articu-
lated experiences in their respective fields.

The fest featured a marriage panel with Akki and
Supriyo, who spoke about their unique rituals in same-sex
marriage ceremonies. Performances and talks by Ina,
Emma, and Bebo added layers of queer futurism, trans
Muslim representation, and the psychological depth of faith-
based trauma and healing.The event concluded with a group
queer performance by Aaina, Khemaya, Chinmayee,
Vaibhav, Avijit, Patruni Sastry. The event was supported
by Bagheen Café, Mobbera Foundation, Rubaroo, and Hu-
mans of Nirvana

Ghaziabad Police arrests pastor for alleged ‘religious
conversion’ after Bajrang Dal member’s complaint

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Ghaziabad Police arrested two men, including a
pastor, for allegedly attempting to convert members of the
Scheduled Caste (SC) by offering inducements, said offic-
ers on Monday. The arrest comes following a complaint by
a Bajrang Dal member.According to police, Pastor Vinod
hails from Kerala and currently lives in Sahibabad. The other
arrested man is Premchand Jatav, a resident of Rahul Vihar
in Ghaziabad.

Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP), Wave City,
Priyashri Pal, said the arrests were made after police re-
ceived a complaint from one Prabal Gupta at the Cross-
ings Republik police station on Sunday.“Gupta, in his com-
plaint, alleged that he [the pastor] was converting people
from SC communities by offering them cash and kind. We
have not come to any concrete conclusion yet, but have
begun our investigation,” ACP Pal told The Indian
Express.“We filed a case based on the application under
relevant sections and arrested both the accused. Further
legal action is being taken and an investigation is under-
way; legal proceedings will depend on the outcome of evi-
dence collection,” the ACP added.Gupta, who said he is a
member of the Bajrang Dal, claimed he got information that
a ‘church’ was running illegally inside a house in Rahul Vihar.

Claiming that Pastor Vinod was carrying out religious
conversions at Jatav’'s home, he alleged in his complaint,
“Premchand had converted to Christianity several years
ago and used to host weekly Sunday prayer meetings at

his home and carry out conversions. These meetings
served as a platform for the pastor to approach other indi-
viduals and persuade them to change their religion.Gupta
also alleged that when Bajrang Dal members opposed it,
they were attacked.When The Indian Express visited Rahul
Vihar on Monday, the single-storey house, where Gupta
alleged religious conversion was taking place, was closed
and its gates were damaged.Satish Anand, 54, a neighbour,
said Jatav built this house nearly 30 years ago. “It is not
true that he was converting people,” he said.“He used to
hold prayers on Sunday, and people from Rahul Vihar and
Buddh Vihar used to attend it. But he never asked anyone
to convert,” added Anand, who runs an eatery in the
area.“He owned a dairy and supplied buffalo milk in the area,”
said another resident.

Monsoon adventure tourism: Maharashtra
mountaineering federation releases list of dos and don’ts

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Akhil Maharashtra Giryarohan Mahasangh
(AMGM), the apex organisation for mountaineering in
Maharashtra, has appealed to tourists and trekkers to ex-
ercise caution while exploring the Sahyadri mountains dur-
ing the monsoon.“Trails in the Sahyadris become slippery
due to rainfall. Dense fog and overgrown grass often lead
to disorientation; heavy rain on the hilltops causes streams
and waterfalls to swell rapidly, and sudden cloudbursts can
result in flash floods,” Umesh Zirpre, President, AMGM,
said.

There is also the risk of landslides and falling rocks,

especially around fort walls and cliffs, Zirpre said, adding
that monsoon treks and adventures must be undertaken
with utmost care and preparedness.“There has been a no-
ticeable rise in accidents during monsoon treks in the
Sahyadris. Many individuals attempt to take selfies at dan-
gerous spots like cliffs, fort bastions, and slippery edges.
Others venture under gushing waterfalls or explore unfa-
miliar and remote locations, often resulting in serious acci-
dents or fatalities,” he further said.

To promote safe monsoon tourism, the AMGM has
also released a set of safety guidelines and protocols. It
said the number of people in a trek should be limited and
manageable. The location, duration, and information related
to the trek should be shared with family/friends. Also, first-
aid kits should be readily available. Carrying a walking stick
has been recommended, as it eases the climb and descent
during trekking.“Avoid taking photos in risky or dangerous
places, in case of lightning stay in a dry and safe place, do
not wait in an open or wet space, avoid places with high
water flow as there’s a possibility of rockfall. In case of any
unfortunate occurrence, one can call the 24/7 helpline num-
ber 7620 230 231,” the guidelines stated.“While the
Sahyadris offer countless opportunities for adventure, one
should avoid taking unnecessary risks. It is strongly ad-
vised not to venture alone, regardless of the season,” Zirpe
concluded.

AKkbarpur bus stand renamed as
Shravan Dham bus stand: CM

GNS News Agency, June 16

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday announced
the renaming of the Akbarpur bus stand in Ambedkar Nagar
to ‘Shravan Dham bus stand’, pointing out that the move is
a “tribute to the cultural and mythological legacy of Shravan
Kumar from the Ramayana”.Adityanath made the an-
nouncement during his visit to the district, where he inau-
gurated and laid the foundation stone of 194 development
projects worth Rs 1,184 crore. The event marked the inau-
guration of 102 projects and laying of the foundation stone
for 92 schemes.

The CM also said that the Tanda bus stand would now
be known as ‘Jairam Verma bus stand,” in honour of the
late Jairam Verma.He emphasised the government’s com-
mitment to developing Shravan Dham as a religious and
cultural tourism destination, highlighting its ancient legacy.
He also reiterated the state’s focus on promoting tourism in
Shiv Baba Dham, where he offered prayers for the happi-
ness and prosperity of the people before the public event.
He noted that several development works in Shiv Baba
Dham have been completed, with the remaining progress-
ing rapidly.During the programme, the CM said Rs 561.86
crore has been disbursed to 11,690 farmer families across
the state under the Mukhyamantri Krishak Durghatna
Kalyan Yojana, including 431 families from Ambedkar Nagar
alone. The scheme extends benefits to farmers, sharecrop-
pers, agricultural labourers, and their families. He added
that financial assistance ranging between Rs 500 crore to
Rs 1,050 crore has been allocated for this initiative from the
2020-21 financial year to 2025-26.“There is no dearth of
funds,” the Chief Minister said, “and we are conducting
camps in every tehsil to ensure that disaster-affected farmer
families receive prompt relief.”The 194 projects included
departments, including 14 projects of the Public Works
Department, 72 under the Jal Jeevan Mission, 4 by the Elec-

tricity Department, 6 related to law and order/security, and
13 tube well projects.

Appointment letters were also distributed on the occa-
sion to the newly recruited doctors, ASHA workers,
Anganwadi workers, ANMs and other personnel.Adityanath
hit out at those indulging in “family-centric” politics. He ac-
cused them of exploiting caste for personal political gain,
using divisive tactics and attempting to dampen the public’s
enthusiasm.The CM remarked that Uttar Pradesh has shed
its earlier tag of a ‘Bimaru’ state and emerged as one of
India’s leading economies. He highlighted the transforma-
tive development taking place in Ambedkar Nagar — such
as the construction of a medical college, polytechnic, and
tourism infrastructure — which is helping redefine the
district’s identity.

Expressing gratitude to the people of the Katehari As-
sembly constituency where bypolls were held recently,
Adityanath said that by electing Dharmaraj Nishad as their
MLA, they have made a significant contribution to the region’s
development. He added that markets with populations be-
tween 20,000 and 25,000 can be upgraded to Nagar
Panchayats if they meet the required criteria.

Tribal women's societies are responsible for maintaining
sand ramps. ITDA PO RahulShaik Sharief, Bhadrachalam,

June 16 (Indian Chronicle): ITDA PO Rahul said that
under the auspices of ITDA and the State Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation, tribal women should be given industrial
support, and tribal women should run their own sand ramps
and increase their livelihood, and the responsibility of man-
aging them will be entrusted to them. The PO spoke at a
meeting held with women's societies at the ITDA confer-
ence hall on Monday.

He said that tribal women running sand ramps under
ITDA limits should not trust contractors and benamis and
entrust them with the management of sand ramps but
should unite and take responsibility for sand extraction and
management in Godavari at the production level so that the
societies in the respective villages within the agency area
can run their own sand ramps and thereby increase their
livelihood. Under the pilot project, two societies have been
selected and provided financial assistance of Rs. 50 lakh
each. With the help of the authorities, a sand stock point will
be identified in Godavari, and tippers, planning machines,
and dozers will be rented. How many cubic meters of sand

will be transported by tippers from the point where the sand
is moved to the stock point... The women of the sand soci-
ety should be fully responsible for their management from
the point where the sand is moved to the stock point. They
asked the tribal women about the problems there and gave
much advice and many suggestions. PISA Special Officer
Manidhar, Mineral Development Corporation Project Man-
ager Shankar Nayak, and women of the societies partici-
pated in this program.®
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UP woman Kkilled by father, brother due to shame
over her extramarital relationship: Police

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Muzaffarnagar police in Uttar Pradesh have ar-
rested the father and brother of a 23-year-old woman for
allegedly strangling her and burning her body after pouring
petrol over it, said officers Monday. A probe has revealed
that the accused killed the woman because they were
ashamed of her extramarital relationship.According to the
police, on June 3, half-burnt body of a woman was found in
the jungle of the Katia village under the limits of the Kakrouli
police station in Muzaffarnagar. “Her body was found in a
field nearby, then the owner of the field called and informed
us about it,” Joginder Singh, Station House Officer, Kakrouli,
told “Once we sent her body for the postmortem, we tried
to identify her. The body was completely burnt. A silver
bracelet on her hand was our only clue. We first took a close
photo of it (bracelet) and then started looking for missing
women around the village,” SHO Singh said.“When we
moved around the village, we learned that one woman
named Saraswati had been missing. Because of continu-
ous disputes in her marriage, the girl was known in the vil-
lage, and some people told us that they had not been see-
ing her,” said SHO Singh.

“We searched Instagram and started going through
her profile. We saw the same bracelet in her pictures, and
then after confirming her identity, we took her father, Rajvir
Singh, 55, a labourer, and brother, Sumit, 24, a truck driver,
into police custody,” said a police officer.Sanjay Verma,
Senior Superintendent of Police, said, “They admitted to kill-
ing Saraswati on the intervening night of 29 and 30 May
and later throwing her body in the jungle and burning it by
pouring petrol.”According to the police, during the initial in-
terrogation, the father and brother said they were ashamed
because of the woman’s extramarital relationship with a

man, identified as Amit, and her habit of constantly leaving
the house to stay with him.They allegedly told the police
that they married her off to a man in the Morna village of
Muzaffarnagar in 2019. However, after two years of mar-
riage, Saraswati returned to their home. A year later, in 2022,
they married her off to another man in Shamli, but she re-
turned home after a year, the police said based on their
interrogation of the accused.

“She was a graduate. Both Amit and Saraswati started
working as Blinkit delivery agents in Gurgaon in 2022,” the
SHO said. On May 10, Saraswati returned to her village to
convince her parents about her marriage to Amit for the
last time, the police said.The SHO said they questioned
Amit as well and he said he last heard from her on May 26.
“She told me that it was the last time that she would try to
convince her family, if they did not, then we would not get
married without their consent,” Amit told the police.Narrating
the incidents on the day of the crime, Saraswati’s father
and brother told the police that on the intervening night of
May 29 and 30, Saraswati was leaving the house after pack-
ing her things. “We tried to stop and convince her but she
did not agree. Due to her leaving the house repeatedly, our
respect in the society was getting hurt. We were ashamed
of it, so we, along with our friend, truck cleaner Hardayal,
killed her by strangling her,” the accused was quoted as
saying by the police.“We then took her body 5 km away
and threw it on the bank of a canal in the jungle of the village
and then burned the body by pouring petrol on it to hide her
identity and we came home,” the accused allegedly told the
police.SHO Singh said the police will soon arrest the third
accused, Hardayal. They filed an FIR for murder and tam-
pering of evidence Sunday on the basis of the complaint
received from the village chowkidar, he said.

Mumbai’s water stock set to last for 39 days, BMC
says no water cut amid good rainfall forecasts

GNS News Agency, June 16

Although the monsoon has begun in Maharashtra, the
catchment areas of the seven lakes that supply water to
Mumbai are expected to receive significant rainfall. Accord-
ing to the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s (BMC)
data, the combined water stock in all the seven lakes stands
at 1,50,728 million litres, which is 10.41 per cent of the total
14,47,363 million litres of water that the seven lakes hold. The
BMC supplies approximately 3,850 million litres of water
daily (MLD). Therefore, the current water stock is expected
to last for approximately 39 days, while the overall supply
is estimated to last around 375 days. However, due to inci-
dents of leakage and pipeline bursts, a significant amount
of water is wasted each year.

Meanwhile, civic officials said no water cut is in the
pipeline. “There is no decision for imposing any water cut
yet. We (BMC) are in constant contact with the weather
bureau, which has predicted good rainfall in the catchment
areas starting in mid-June. Therefore, we are confident that
the catchment areas will replenish once the rain picks up.
In addition to this, around 5.79 million litres of water was
given to the BMC by the state government for reserve stock
in case the rains delay any further,” an official told the In-
dian Express Monday.Being an island city, Mumbai draws
its water from seven lakes—Tulsi, Vihar, Bhatsa, Tansa, Up-
per Vaitarna, Middle Vaitarna, and Modak Sagar. While two
of these lakes are located within Mumbai, the rest are in the
neighbouring districts of Thane, Palghar and Nashik. The
catchment area of these lakes gets filled during the mon-
soon, and the water is transported through tunnels to the
BMC'’s filtration plant. After filtration, water is supplied to

every household and commercial establishment through
pipelines and reservoirs.The civic body’s data shows that
last year, on June 9, Mumbai’s water stock stood at 5.95
per cent, while in 2023, the stocks stood at 10.63 per cent
on the same day. Monsoon onset typically occurred be-
tween June 15 and 25 in the last two years, following which
rainfall in the catchment areas increased only during the
middle of July. Civic officials said that by the end of August
or the first week of September, all seven lakes will reach
their 100 per cent capacity.The BMC’s data also shows
that in the last 24 hours, only the catchment areas of Modak
Sagar and Tansa lakes received a good amount of rainfall,
with daily amounts of 1 and 2 mm, respectively. Meanwhile,
to date, since the monsoon onset took place, the highest
quantum of rainfall has been recorded at Bhatsa lake at
132 mm, followed by 125 mm at Tulsi lake, 54 mm at Middle
Vaitarna, 49 mm at Vihar, 40 mm at Modak Sagar, 35 mm
at Tansa and 17 mm at Upper Vaitarna.

‘Children should speak freely, we get to
learn from them’: West Bengal Minister
Shashi Panja urges parents and teachers

GNS News Agency, June 16

Child Protection Day West Bengal, Shashi Panja child
welfare speech, West Bengal child rights event, Rabindra
Sadan child protection,Shashi was speaking at an event to
held to celebrate Child Protection Day by the West Bengal
Commission for Protection of Child Rights at Kolkata’s
Rabindra Sadan. “Children should be able to speak freely.
The more they speak, the more they will make mistakes
and learn. We, as elders, also get to learn from them,” said
Shashi Panja, West Bengal Minister of Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare on Monday.She was
speaking at an event held to celebrate Child Protection Day.
The event was organised by the West Bengal Commission
for Protection of Child Rights at Kolkata’s Rabindra
Sadan.“We should create a safe space for (children) to share
things with us. This led us to deciding this year’s theme.
Our Chief Minister has decided upon June 9 to commemo-
rate the occasion of Child Protection Day”, said Panja.She
thanked UNICEF for their active involvement in working for
the welfare of children.

Panja also highlighted the importance of creativity.
“Creativity is one of the most important things — the ability
to bring together your thoughts and channelize them through
different media, be it theatre, art, journalism, or any other
medium is very important,” Panja added.Child Protection
Day is observed annually on June 1, highlighting UNICEF’s
mission of protecting vulnerable children from abuse, ex-
ploitation, and human trafficking.

An official emphasised this year's theme by stating
that according to reports, children and elderly people both
have been observed to spend more time on their electronic
gadgets rather than talking about their feelings or
issues.“Only two percent of children in Bengal tend to share
their happy moments and problems with their parents. We
have been working with different consultants about mental
health throughout the year and we try to understand the
emotional state of children,” said Tulika Das, Chairperson,

West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child Rights.
She requested all the parents, teachers and others present
to give more importance to their child’s mental health.The
Special Guest for the day was Sanghamitra Ghosh, Princi-
pal Secretary, Department of Women and Child Develop-
ment and Social Welfare. The event was attended by over
400 students, teachers and officials from schools and NGOs
across Bengal.The event saw the felicitation of various po-
licemen for their dedication and work towards the rights and
safety of children. This was followed by a series of perfor-
mances by the students.

Proposal to nclude Tumakuru under
(reater Bengaluru Authority soon
Kamataka Home Minister

Karnataka Home Minister G Parameshwara said
Monday that a proposal will be submitted soon to the gov-
ernment to include Tumakuru under the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA).

While speaking to reporters, Parameshwara pointed
out that Tumakuru, which is around 70 km from Bengaluru,
was growing rapidly. “There is an industrial hub (at
Tumakuru) in an area of 20,000 acre. Many are demanding
that Tumakuru be expanded like Bengaluru. A study is be-
ing conducted on the issue,” he said.“In the manner in which
Ramanagar is renamed Bengaluru South, if Tumakuru is
included in Greater Bengaluru, it will benefit us in terms of
development. We will submit a proposal regarding the
same,” Parameshwara, who is also in-charge minister for
the Tumakuru district, said.The proposal came amidst de-
mands to extend the Bengaluru Metro services to Tumakuru
to boost connectivity between the two cities.

The minister said the Karnataka government will take
a call on extending Metro services to Tumakuru. “Union
Minister V Somanna has said that Tumakuru requires metro
connectivity. Let there be both Metro and suburban rail con-
nectivity,” he said.

The Greater Bengaluru Authority was notified by the
Karnataka Government last month after the GBA Act was
passed in the Budget Session of the Assembly. The Act
provided for the expansion of Bengaluru by including
panchayats from areas neighbouring the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP). Multiple city corporations un-
der GBA are also possible under the provisions of the Bill.

How an informant’s call ended 6-month
manhunt in Bopdev Ghat gangrape case

GNS News Agency, June 16

On April 26, the Walchandnagar police in the Pune dis-
trict got a call from an informant they had been longing for
some time. That tip-off led to a quick operation and the ar-
rest of the third accused in the 2024 Bopdev Ghat gangrape
case after a six-month search. Suraj Dashrath Gosavi alias
Bapya, 33, was arrested from a bus stand in the Akluj town
of the Solapur district.A 21-year-old woman and her male
friend, both college students and not natives of Pune, went
to the Bopdev Ghat area on a motorcycle on the night of
October 3 last year. Around 11 pm, three men came to the
spot on their bikes and allegedly threatened them with sharp
weapons and robbed their valuables. The accused alleg-
edly tied the woman’s male friend with his shirt and belt,
dragged her to an isolated area and raped her.

The Bopdev Ghat gangrape case sparked significant
public outrage. An extensive manhunt initiated by the crime
branch of the Pune city police resulted in the arrest of two
accused within days of the crime. Chandrakumar
Raviprasad Kanojiya, 20, a native of Dindori in Madhya
Pradesh (MP), was arrested on October 10, and Akhtar
Babu Shaikh, 27, alias Shoaib, was arrested from Prayagraj
on October 14. The police then said Shaikh was the mas-
termind of the crime.However, the third accused, Gosavi,
continued to evade capture and remained at large for sev-
eral months. Investigations revealed that he had stopped

using his cell phone and did not visit his wife, family, or
friends.Multiple investigation teams worked on leads. The
accused already arrested by Pune city police allegedly gave
a false name to mislead the investigation. The two initially
told the police that the name of the third accused was
Somnath Yadav. However, a probe ascertained his name
as Suraj Dashrath Gosavi alias Bapya.An officer from Pune
rural police said, “The last known residence of Gosavi was
in the jurisdiction of Walchandnagar police station in Pune
rural jurisdiction. While the Pune city crime branch contin-
ued their probe, a team from the Pune rural police was also
looking for Gosavi, since he was accused in a very sensi-
tive case.”The team led by Assistant Inspector Rajkumar
Dunage of the Walchandnagar police station patiently culti-
vated confidential informants to keep a tab on the move-
ment of Gosavi. The patient work finally paid off on April 26.
One of these confidential informants had called a team
member from Walchandnagar police station. At the time,
the team was investigating an unrelated murder case and
was on the road for investigation,” said the officer.The of-
ficer added, “The informant said, ‘He (Gosavi) is right in
front of me’. As the informant was asked to keep track of
his movements, some members of the team probing the
unrelated murder case were sent to the location where he
was seen. Minutes later, the informant said that Bapya had
gotten into the cabin of a water tanker and was on

the move. We asked the informant to follow the tanker.
Sometime later, our team also started tailing him. When he
got down at the bus stand in the Akluj town in the Solapur
district, he was detained by the team. He was subsequently
handed over to the crime branch of the Pune city police for
further probe.”Investigation revealed while he was evading
arrest, Gosavi changed his location and worked as a
labourer at several places to earn money. After his arrest,
Gosavi was remanded in police custody. He is currently in
judicial remand in jail pending a trial against the trio.

Three new projects to bring
Katra, Dehradun closer to Delhi

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Centre has approved three major infrastructure
projects worth Rs 14,850 crore that will improve travel to
the National Capital Region and cut down the time taken for
Delhiites to reach destinations like Katra and Dehradun.The
upcoming projects will decongest major stretches in South
East, South West and East Delhi, like the Barapullah flyover,
Ring Road, and Outer Ring Road (ORR), besides other in-
ternal roads, and connect areas like Dwarka, ORR, Sarai
Kale Khan, Kalindi Kunj and other key arterial stretches to
Noida, Ghaziabad, Faridabad and Gurgaon.

Under one of the three mega infrastructure projects,
the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra National Expressway (NE-5) will
be extended from Kundli-Manesar-Palwal Expressway to
Urban Extension Road (UER)-II (NH-344M) in Delhi and
Haryana.The 20-km stretch will provide Expressway con-
nectivity through UER-II, Dwarka Expressway, and Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway to traffic from Jammu and Kashmir,
Haryana, and Punjab transiting towards Central and West-
ern India. The extension is expected to cost Rs 4,000 crore,
said an official.“This stretch will provide direct connectivity
to traffic headed to Delhi, Gurgaon and IGl Airport from the
Delhi-Katra expressway through UER-II and Dwarka Ex-
pressway. The highway will provide alternative connectiv-
ity for UER-II with the Kundli-Manesar-Palwal Expressway,”
said a senior official.Festive offer Extension of Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway Extension of Delhi-Amritsar-
Katra ExpresswayOfficials said that work has been awarded
for the preparation of the Detailed Project Report (DPR).
Once it is approved, tendering process for the civil works
will begin.After the completion of this highway, the Delhi-
Katra Expressway may also serve as an alternative route
to NH-44, officials said, adding that this will also divert ve-
hicles from other states and curb vehicular pollution in Delhi.
With this, people living border or outer parts of the city can
reach the airport quickly.The UER-II — also known as the
third Ring Road of Delhi — near Alipur will be extended till
the Delhi-Dehradun Expressway (NH-709B) near Tronica
City in Ghaziabad, said officials. The 17-km-long extension
is expected to cost Rs 3,350 crore.“This will also act as a
bypass to NH-44, and Delhi Outer and Inner Ring Roads,
as traffic destined to move to North, North West, West and
South Delhi and Gurgaon will travel through UER-II and
Gurgaon and Dwarka Expressway to reach their destina-

tions, thereby decongesting Delhi,” said a senior
official.Officials added that connecting UER-II to the Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway will also decongest the Capital by
diverting long-distance and freight traffic away from central
roads, easing pressure on NH-48, NH-44, and ring roads,
along with the Barapullah drain elevated corridor.“It will pro-
vide faster connectivity to traffic from Haryana and
Rajasthan, destined to move towards Dehradun... Cur-
rently, the bids for DPR consultants are under evaluation
and will likely be awarded this week,” said officials. The Min-
istry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) also has
plans to extend the Eastern part of UER-II from Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway to Noida via Ghaziabad and
Faridabad. The 65-km extension is set to cost Rs 7,500
crore.This highway will connect major roads such as the
Delhi-Dehradun Expressway, Delhi-Meerut Expressway,
Noida-Greater Noida Expressway, DND-Faridabad high-
way and Yamuna Expressway. It will also boost connectiv-
ity to towns such as Loni, Baghpat, Ghaziabad, Noida, and
Faridabad with North, North West, West and South West
Delhi.Officials said the stretch will also help decongest
Delhi’s internal roads, including the ORR, Sarai Kale Khan
section of the Delhi-Meerut Expressway and Kalindi Kunj,
by providing a high-speed alternative route for intercity and
freight traffic, bypassing the city centre. “Currently, bids for
preparation of the DPR are under evaluation and will likely
be awarded by June 20 this year,” said officials.The projects,
to be executed by the National Highway Authority of India
(NHAI), were also discussed in a meeting held last week
between the Union Minister for Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari, Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, and
L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena.

Supreme Court grants interim protection from arrest
to journalists who alleged assault by MP Police

GNS News Agency, June 16

Chouhan and Jatav have alleged that they were “in-
vited” to have a cup of tea with Asit Yadav, Superintendent
of Police, Bhind, at his chambers, where “they were physi-
cally assaulted and battered by (the SP)...and his
subordinates.”Chouhan and Jatav have alleged that they
were “invited” to have a cup of tea with Asit Yadav, Super-
intendent of Police, Bhind, at his chambers, where “they
were physically assaulted and battered by (the SP)...and
his subordinates.”The Supreme Court Monday asked two
journalists from Madhya Pradesh’s Bhind, who have ac-
cused the MP Police, and especially the Bhind superinten-
dent of police, of assaulting, harassing, and stripping them,
to approach the High Court while granting them interim pro-
tection from arrest until the HC considers their case.

A bench of Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and
Manmohan told the counsels of Shashikant Jatav and
Amarkant Singh Chouhan that it was not inclined to enter-
tain their petition under Article 32. However, the bench di-
rected two journalists to approach the Madhya Pradesh High
Court and granted them two weeks to move the lower
court.Jatav and Chouhan sought a direction from the Su-
preme Court to the MP Police against taking any coercive
action against them. In their plea, they also sought protec-
tion for themselves. Highlighting that they fear for their lives,
they have alleged that they are facing the police’s ire over
their reporting on the alleged corruption involving sand
mining.On May 28, the Delhi High Court granted Delhi Po-
lice protection to Chouhan. This protection continues, but
will remain within the jurisdiction of Delhi. Jatav too has a
petition pending before the Delhi HC seeking police protec-
tion, which is yet to be taken up, and has been renotified for
consideration on July 14.Chouhan and Jatav had fled to
Delhi on May 19 after allegedly facing harassment from the
MP Police, and had thereatfter filed complaints with the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and the Press
Council of India (PCI). Further impressing on the threat from
the state police, the journalists informed the top court that

on May 28, when Chouhan’s petition was being heard, the
Bhind police were camping outside the Delhi High Court
campus.Chouhan and Jatav have alleged that they were
“invited” to have a cup of tea with Asit Yadav, Superinten-
dent of Police, Bhind, at his chambers, where “they were
physically assaulted and battered by (the SP)...and his sub-
ordinates.” They claimed that more than half a dozen other
journalists were also present at Yadav’s chamber, who had
all been stripped down to their undergarments before being
physically assaulted and battered before their arrival.“SP
Asit Yadav was displeased about the extensive reporting
about the illegal sand mining activities in the Chambal River
that are carried out by the sand mafia in connivance with
the local police,” they said.Chouhan and Jatav said were
on their way from Gwalior to Delhi to meet Bharatiya Janata
party leader and Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia and
“apprise him of their plight” on May 4, when they were
“picked up by one Saurabh Sharma, another journalist, on
the pretext of going to Delhi by road”. They were allegedly
taken to a nearby roadside eatery where some police offic-
ers were waiting. The police officers took the two journal-
ists to Yadav’s bungalow to work out a ‘compromise’,
warned them against pursuing the matter of being assaulted
by Bhind police officers on May 1, and told them to drop the
charges.
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Bengaluru stampede: CM Siddaramaiah says
he gave nod for RCB felicitation at Vidhana
Soudha, denies links to stadium event

GNS News Agency, June 16

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, who is in the
eye of a storm over the June 4 stampede outside the M
Chinnaswamy cricket stadium in Bengaluru that killed 11
people, has distanced himself from the celebrations held at
the stadium following the IPL championship victory of the
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB).The Congress leader,
however, acknowledged on Sunday that he had approved
a felicitation for the cricket team on the portals of the Vidhana
Soudha, the state government headquarters, and attended
the event on the invitation of the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA).

Speaking in Mysuru, Siddaramaiah indicated that
KSCA officials approached the state Department of Per-
sonnel and Administration (DPAR) for permission to con-
duct an event at which Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar would felicitate the RCB players
atthe Vidhana Soudha.“The DPAR secretary was apprised
of this, and granted permission. Of course, | was informed,
and | said ‘Give permission for the event at the Vidhana
Soudha steps’. Has there been any incident on the steps of
the Vidhana Soudha? Even the Governor of Karnataka at-
tended the programme on the steps of the Vidhana Soudha,”
Siddaramaiah said.The Congress government, which is
facing a suo motu case taken up by the Karnataka High
Court over the 11 deaths in the stampede, has ordered a
judicial inquiry, a magisterial inquiry, and a probe by the
state CID into the incident.

“Nothing untoward happened at the Vidhana Soudha.
The incidents happened at the stadium. Who arranged the
programme at the stadium?” he asked. “In regular course,
they informed the DPAR secretary. | was informed by the
chief secretary. She said, ‘Let us do it’. She said the police
had agreed and | said, ‘Let us do it". The KSCA secretary
and treasurer came and invited me for the event. It was not
a function organised by us but by them. They said the Gov-
ernor has also been invited. So, | went to the event. | do not

know beyond this. | was not invited to the event at the
stadium.”He further added, “The KSCA event was the re-
sponsibility of the police and the KSCA. The suspension of
police officers was because they did not make proper ar-
rangements. What has Sathyavathi (IAS officer and DPAR
secretary) done wrong? Nothing happened at the Vidhana
Soudha event.”

“This incident should not have happened. After | be-
came the chief minister, no such incident had occurred.
Prima facie, it is evident that this incident happened due to
the mistakes of officials. We have taken action,” he said,
adding, “ have been pained by the incident. All are pained...
The whole government is pained by the
incident.”Siddaramaiah rejected the argument that the
organisation of two back-to-back events — one at the
Vidhana Soudha and the second at the Chinnaswamy sta-
dium located within one km of each other — caused the stam-
pede, and suggested that the Bengaluru police displayed
“dereliction of duty” in making arrangements for the sta-
dium event.The Congress leader said, “The question of the
two events is different. The decision was to have the event
outside the Vidhana Soudha, but the police made mistakes
with respect to the other event (at the stadium). Who has to
inform me about the bandobast for the events? Itis the po-
lice. When we say the police, who does it imply in Bengaluru?
Itis the police commissioner. Did the police commissioner
inform me about the arrangements?”“The police have to
inform the head of the government. The police have to say
whether proper arrangements have been made in terms of
security. They did not inform me. Is it not a serious thing?”
the chief minister added.

Regarding allegations by the Opposition, he said, “We
have not sacrificed the police commissioner. Five people
have been suspended. The intelligence chief has been
transferred. My political secretary Govindaraju has been
removed. We have taken a series of actions.” Govindaraju
is an MLC and sports administrator who reportedly influ-
enced the decision-making with respect to the RCB victory
celebrations.Siddaramaiah said, “Why should the govern-
ment be embarrassed when it has not committed a mis-
take? We have acted against those who committed errors.
Did they provide resignations for the Kumbh Mela stam-
pede tragedy, or when a bridge fell down a day after it was
inaugurated? In the Kumbh Mela tragedy, over 50 people
died, did anyone resign for it?’Meanwhile, the Karnataka
High Court has posed nine questions to the government
over the matter, and has sought its answers by Tuesday.
Among other queries, it has asked: “When and who (took)
the decision to hold the victory celebration and in what man-
ner?”

After Zepto in Mumbai, Blinkit in Pune faces action;
FDA orders closure of dark store at Baner-Balewadi

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
last week ordered the closure of a dark store associated
with quick grocery delivery service BlinkitSources said sev-
eral issues were identified, including poor cleanliness and
improper cold storage.(Photo: Wikimedia Commons)The
Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration (FDA) last week
ordered the closure of a dark store associated with quick
grocery delivery service Blinkit in Pune’s Baner-Balewadi
area for allegedly operating without a licence.

Suresh Annapure, Joint Commissioner, FDA, Pune,
told The Indian Express that the action was taken on June
5 when an inspection team found improper storage condi-
tions at the facility run by Energy Darkstore Services, one
of Blinkit’s last-mile warehousing and partners.“We have
asked for proper documents to be submitted to issue a li-
cense. There are non-compliance issues, and without per-
mission, they have been operating the store in the Baner-
Balewadi area,” Annapure said.Sources said several issues
were identified, including poor cleanliness and improper cold
storage.Food Safety Officer Laxmikant Sawale said the
action was taken after the raid revealed a lack of compli-
ance with Schedule 4 of the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, which details the general hygienic and sanitary
practices that food business operators must adhere to.“We
have directed them to submit a compliance report and then
there will be a re-inspection,” Annapure said.The FDA’s
action is part of its ongoing crackdown on unsafe food stor-
age practices across the state. Earlier this month, it sus-

blinkit

pended the food business licence of quick-commerce firm
Zepto’s parent company Kiranakart Technologies due to
lapses found at at its dark store in Mumbai’s Dharavi.The
inspection was conducted by Food Safety Officer Ram
Bodke, following instructions from Minister of State for FDA
Yogesh Kadam and under the supervision of Mangesh
Mane, Joint Commissioner of Food.

The investigation revealed numerous violations of the
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, as well as the re-
lated licensing regulations, according to the FDA.Visible
fungal growth on food items, stagnant and clogged water
near storage areas, which indicated poor sanitation, im-
proper cold storage with temperatures not maintained as
per norms, and wet, unclean floors and food products stored
haphazardly, including directly on the ground, were some
of the findings of the regulator.

‘If strictly veg, why order from non-veg
restaurant?’; Consumer forum dismisses Dadar
couple’s complaint over chicken momos

GNS News Agency, June 16

The Commission said no evidence was produced to
show that the couple had ordered vegetarian momos, and
the photographs they submitted as evidence did not indi-
cate what kind of momos were delivered. The Commission
said no evidence was produced to show that the couple
had ordered vegetarian momos, and the photographs they
submitted as evidence did not indicate what kind of momos
were delivered. The Consumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission in Mumbai has dismissed a complaint seeking com-
pensation for the delivery of chicken momos to a couple
who allegedly ordered the vegetarian version of the snack,
observing that if they were “strictly vegetarian”, they need
not have ordered food from a restaurant that also delivers
non-vegetarian meals. The Commission added that the
complainants failed to provide proof that they had ordered
vegetarian momos and pointed out that the offer mentioned
both “veg-non-veg”.“If the complainants were strictly veg-
etarian and the non-veg food hurts their religious sentiments,
then why they opted for order from a restaurant which was
delivering both non-veg and vegetarian food instead of or-
dering the food from a restaurant which was exclusively
vegetarian and served only and only vegetarian food,” the
bench comprising president Pradeep Kadu and member
Gauri Kapse said in the order on May 13.The couple from
Dadar had approached the Commission in the district in
2020, stating that while they had ordered a ‘Steam Darjeeling
Momo Combo’ from the outlet Wow Momos, and had speci-
fied their preference for vegetarian food, they were served
chicken momos. They had paid Rs 120 for the combo, which
included an aerated beverage, and sought compensation
for the “mental trauma” and “emotional distress”, as their

religious feelings were hurt, alleging negligence by the
eatery.Wow Momos denied the allegations and said the
couple had ordered a non-vegetarian combo, as is evident
from their order invoice. They were also given a refund,
which they had accepted, and hence they do not fall under
the definition of ‘consumer’ under the Consumer Protection
Act, it was submitted on behalf of the firm.The Commission
said no evidence was produced to show that the couple
had ordered vegetarian momos, and the photographs they
submitted as evidence did not indicate what kind of momos
were delivered.“lf non-veg order had been delivered to the
complainants instead of veg order, then it ought to have
contained only non-veg pieces. A prudent person would be
able to distinguish between veg and non-veg food before
consuming it... The complainants have produced a photo
of the offer board which did not clearly indicate whether the
Steam Darjeeling Momos were veg or non-veg,” the bench
said.“However, the board did mention ‘veg-non-veg’, at the
bottom suggesting that the restaurant did provide some in-
dication of the food type ”

‘MO directorate advised Gen Vaidya not
to use Army for operation in Golden Temple’

=" g - %
GNS News Agency, June 16

The 95-year-old General VN Sharma was serving as
Additional Director General Military Operations (ADGMO)
in the Military Operations (MO) directorate at the time Op
Blue Star was launched. (File Photo) The 95-year-old Gen-
eral VN Sharma was serving as Additional Director Gen-
eral Military Operations (ADGMO) in the Military Opera-
tions (MO) directorate at the time Op Blue Star was
launched. Former Army Chief General VN Sharma (retd)
has made a startling revelation that the Military Operations
Directorate had advised the then Army Chief General AS
Vaidya that the Indian Army should not get involved in any
operation to flush out Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and his
supporters from the Golden Temple as it was a political
move.

General VN Sharma has made this statement in the
course of an interview to a former Judge Advocate General
of the Army, Maj Gen Nilendra Kumar, on a YouTube chan-
nel-Lex Consilium Foundation. The interview was uploaded
on the channel on June 5, a day ahead of the 41st anniver-
sary of Operation Blue Star and has generated consider-
able number of views and comments.The 95-year-old Gen-
eral VN Sharma was serving as Additional Director Gen-
eral Military Operations (ADGMO) in the Military Opera-
tions (MO) directorate at the time Op Blue Star was
launched. Lt Gen CN Somanna was the Director General
Military Operations (DGMO) at the time while Maj Gen (later
Lt Gen) VK Nayar was the other Additional Director Gen-
eral Military Operations in the directorate. Both, Somanna
and Nayar have passed away many years back.Gen
Sharma says in the interview that the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi wanted the Army to carry out the operation
inside Golden Temple because the Punjab Police had re-
fused to do so. “Arun Vaidya was called to the Prime
Minister’s Office and was told that Bhindranwale had to be
removed because he was getting too big for his boots, he
doesn't listen to anyone so take the Army in. General Vaidya
said okay,” Gen Sharma recalls.He says the Army Chief
then arrived at the MO directorate and spoke to the DGMO
and the two ADGMOs regarding the task to be done. “We
suggested to him that this was not a correct employment of
the Indian Army. We explained that according to the Con-
stitution the Indian Army cannot be used for political pur-
poses by any government,” said Gen Sharma.

He goes on to say that the then PM wanted the Army
to do the task because the police had refused. “So we told
General Vaidya that it was not politically expedient because
we cannot use the military for political purposes. She did a
political stunt to put Bhindranwale there and now she was
doing another political stunt to remove him by force using
the Army since the police has refused,” says General
Sharma in the interview. General Sharma goes on to say
that the Army Chief General Vaidya was told my the three
senior-most MO directorate officers that some other force
like BSF, CRPF should be used and the Army should not
intervene.“He said she is the boss and when the boss says
to jump you have to jump. We said no. You are a constitu-
tional authority, the Army Chief, you have to ensure that the
constitution is not violated. One option is to go to the Su-
preme Court and ask them as to whether this is legal or not
legal. He said what do you expect me to do. We suggested
that he go to her and tell her that it is not Army’s job,” said
General Sharma.The former Army Chief then goes on to
say that General Vaidya went back to Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and told her the view of the MO Directorate. He
said that the PM then decided to approach the Western Army
Commander Lt Gen K Sundarji directly in order to get the
operation conducted since the Chief was reluctant.“Vaidya’s
office told Sundarji to go meet the Prime Minister. He
(Vaidya) came back to the MO directorate and told this has
happened. We said sir ‘maaf karo’ you have no business to
allow an Army Commander to go directly to the Prime Min-
ister,” he said.

General Sharma said the MO directorate was in touch
with the staff of the Prime Minister's Office and came to
know that General Sundarji had been asked to conduct the
operation. “When he (Sundarji) came out of there we rang
him up and said that you may like to step into the MO direc-
torate and discuss this issue with us. He said | am not in-
terested in you people, | have got my orders and | am going
to doit,” said General Sharma.The former Army Chief fur-
ther says that the decision to use 9 Infantry Division, head-
quartered in Meerut was that of General Sundarji himself
and not the MO directorate. He added that Sundarji’s first
choice was to approach GOC 15 Division (Maj Gen Jamwal)
to do the task but he refused. “Sundarji asked him to pro-
duce a battalion of infantry and some support some tanks
or something to take on this job, he refused. He said it was
a political situation and not for Army to get intervened,” said
General Sharma. He says General Sundarji thereafter chose
9 Division commanded by Major General KS Brar and that
one of the reasons was that he wanted Sikhs conducting
Operation Blue Star and taking part in actual action on
ground.During the course of the interview General Sharma
also holds forth on the ethos of Indian Army training and
obeying a lawful command. “The Indian Army officers train-
ing during command is to be an independent officer. If you
find something wrong don’t do it. It is not a question of dis-
obedience of orders. Itis a question of obeying orders de-
spite their better sense, because they are yes men and
they want their promotion,” he said.

Woman sues car firm, dealership for not transferring
old car ownership; seeks vehicle court custody

GNS News Agency, June 16

A woman has filed a civil suit against Maruti Suzuki
and one of its dealerships in Chandigarh for refusing to trans-
fer the ownership of her old car and allowing a third person
to have control of the vehicle without getting it noted in the
name of the new owner.The suit has been filed by Kulpreet
Kaur against Maruti Suzuki India Limited and Autopace
Network Private Limited (car dealership) in the district court
in Chandigarh. Meanwhile, the Registration and Licensing
Authority (RLA), Chandigarh and the principal secretary
(Transport), Himachal Pradesh, have also been made re-
spondents in the case.Through her counsel, advocate Ajay
Pal Singh, Kaur said she purchased a brand-new car from
Autopace Network — a Maruti Suzuki Fronx — and before
the purchase, Maruti Suzuki and the dealership, promised
her that she would be compensated suitably in case she
chose to return her earlier car, Hyundai i10, while buying
the new vehicle from the showroom. The applicant said the
dealership assured her a handsome amount would be paid
to her in the form of “suitable adjustments” in the total value
of the new car she was buying, in case she handed over
the keys of her old vehicle.Kaur said she exchanged her
old car to the dealership, for which the company and deal-
ership gave a decent incentive by adjusting the value of the
used car from the total value of the car that she was pur-
chasing.

However, the applicant’s counsel argued that she was
running from pillar to post to find out if, as promised, her old
car had been transferred in the name of the new
purchaser.However, she found out that the used car has
not so far been transferred, and is lying at an undisclosed
place, but in her name on paper.On following up with the

company and dealership, she was informed her car was
handed over to a local car dealer — Jainendra Bhalla of
Sector 47, Chandigarh, and he further sold the vehicle to
some unknown person. Kaur said that despite her repeated
requests, Bhalla has not given any assurance that he will
get the vehicle transferred in the name of the new
purchaser.As per advocate Singh, that vehicle in the name
of Kaur on the road is not under her control.Kaur said she
has written to Maruti Nexa, Transport Authority of
Chandigarh, and RTO office stating that she has given up
the ownership of her car for all purposes, and it is still run-
ning in her name on paper, then appropriate steps should
be taken to ensure that the car is deregistered from her
name.The applicant said she strongly apprehends that her
car may be used for illegal purposes. She also fears thatin
case of an accident, the responsibility of the car should not
fall on her.Kaur has sought that until the car is registered in
the name of the current owner, it should be taken by the
court into its custody and should not be allowed to run on
roads.

CM Mann hands over loan waiver

certificates, says °

govt working for

wellbeing of underprivileged sections’

GNS News Agency, June 16

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Sunday said
his government is working untiringly for the wellbeing of the
state’s weaker and underprivileged sections.Addressing a
gathering after handing over loan waiver certificates to the
beneficiaries here, Mann said the previous governments in
the state waived loans of the affluent people but didn’t bother
about the welfare of the poor. “For the first time in the his-
tory of Punjab, this reprieve is being extended to the under-
privileged and weaker sections of society,” Mann said.

The loan waiver scheme worth Rs 67.84 crore has
benefited around 4,800 families of loanees of the Punjab
Scheduled Castes Land Development and Finance Corpo-
ration (PSCFC), the chief minister said.On June 3, the
Punjab Cabinet gave its nod to waive loans amounting to
Rs 67.84 crore taken by over 4,000 Dalit families from the
PSCFC.Mann said the waiver covers all loans disbursed
by the PSCFC up to March 31, 2020, offering significant
relief to SC and Divyangjan (persons with disabilities)
loanees.The move will benefit 4,727 loanees for an aggre-
gate amount of Rs 67.84 crore. The scheme will cover all
the loanees, including 4,685 defaulting loanees and 42 regu-
lar loanees, government sources said.

Addressing the gathering, Mann said ‘no due certifi-
cates’ () will be issued by the state government and the full
amount of Rs 67.84 crore comprising principal, interest and

penal interest calculated as of April 30, 2025, will be reim-
bursed to the PSCFC by the state government.The loanees
who previously availed benefits under the earlier waiver
schemes are also eligible for coverage under this initiative,
Mann said.No recovery proceedings will be initiated against
the loanees and their accounts will be considered fully settled
as of the cut-off date, he added.

According to the 2011 Census, Scheduled Castes
constitute 31.94 per cent of Punjab’s total population and
many members of this community have availed loans from
the PSCFC to set up self-employment ventures aimed at
economic upliftment.However, Mann said some borrowers
were unable to repay their loans due to circumstances be-

yvond their control, leading to defaults
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Greta Thunberg, other activists detained after
Israeli forces seize Gaza-bound aid boat

GNS News Agency, June 16

Israeli forces seized a Gaza-bound aid boat and de-
tained Greta Thunberg and other activists who were on
board early Monday (June 9, 2025), enforcing a longstanding
blockade of the Palestinian territory that has been tightened
during the war with Hamas.The activists had set out to pro-
test Israel’s ongoing military campaign in the Gaza Strip,
which is among the deadliest and most destructive since
World War Il, and its restrictions on the entry of humanitar-
ian aid, both of which have put the territory of some 2 mil-
lion Palestinians at risk of famine.The Freedom Flotilla Coa-
lition, which had organised the voyage, said the activists
were “kidnapped by Israeli forces” while trying to deliver
desperately needed aid to the territory.

An Israeli solider passes food to those onboard the
Gaza-bound British-flagged yacht “Madleen” after Israeli
forces boarded the charity vessel as it attempted to reach
the Gaza Strip in defiance of an Israeli naval blockade, in
this screengrab from video released on June 9, 2025.An
Israeli solider passes food to those onboard the Gaza-bound
British-flagged yacht “Madleen” after Israeli forces boarded
the charity vessel as it attempted to reach the Gaza Strip in
defiance of an Israeli naval blockade, in this screengrab
from video released “The ship was unlawfully boarded, its
unarmed civilian crew abducted, and its life-saving cargo
— including baby formula, food and medical supplies —
confiscated,” it said in a statement.|t said the ship was seized
in international waters some 200 kilometres from
Gaza.lsrael's Foreign Ministry portrayed the voyage as a
public relations stunt, saying in a post on X that “the selfie
yacht’ of the celebrities’ is safely making its way to the shores
of Israel”.The Foreign Ministry said the activists would re-
turn to their home countries and the aid would be sent to
Gaza through established channels. It circulated footage of
what appeared to be Israeli military personnel handing out
sandwiches and water to the activists, who were wearing
orange life vests.

In the week-long voyage, Greta Thunberg — a climate

campaigner — was among the 12 activists aboard the
Madleen, which set sail from Sicily a week ago. Along the
way, it had stopped on Thursday (June 5) to rescue four
migrants who had jumped overboard to avoid being detained
by the Libyan coast guard.“l urge all my friends, family and
comrades to put pressure on the Swedish government to
release me and the others as soon as possible,” Ms.
Thunberg said in a pre-recorded message released after
the ship was halted.Rima Hassan, a French member of the
European Parliament who is of Palestinian descent, was
also among the volunteers on board. She has been barred
from entering Israel because of her opposition to Israeli
policies toward the Palestinians.Gaza on the brink of
famineAfter a two-and-a-half month total blockade aimed
at pressuring Hamas, Israel started allowing some basic
aid into Gaza last month, but humanitarian workers and
experts have warned of famine unless the blockade is lifted
and Israel ends its military offensive.An attempt last month
by Freedom Flotilla to reach Gaza by sea failed after an-
other of the group’s vessels was attacked by two drones
while sailing in international waters off Malta, organisers said.
The group blamed Israel for the attack, which damaged the
front section of the ship.

An 18-year blockade Israel and Egypt have imposed
varying degrees of blockade on Gaza since Hamas seized
power from rival Palestinian forces in 2007. Israel says the
blockade is needed to prevent Hamas from importing arms,
while critics say it amounts to collective punishment of
Gaza’s Palestinian population.lsrael sealed Gaza off from
all aid in the early days of the war ignited by the Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel on October 7, 2023, but later re-
lented under U.S. pressure.In early March, shortly before
Israel ended a ceasefire with Hamas, the country again
blocked all imports, including food, fuel and
medicine.Hamas-led militants killed around 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, in the October 7 attack and abducted 251
hostages, most of whom have since been released in
ceasefire agreements or other deals. Hamas is still holding
55 hostages, more than half of them believed to be dead.

Israel’s military campaign has killed more than 54,000
Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which
doesn’t distinguish between civilians and combatants but
has said women and children make up most of the dead.The
war has destroyed vast areas of Gaza and displaced around
90 per cent of the territory’s population, leaving people there
almost completely dependent on international aid.Efforts to
broker another truce have been deadlocked for months.
Hamas says it will only release the remaining hostages in
exchange for a lasting ceasefire and an Israeli withdrawal,
while Israel has vowed to continue the war until all the cap-
tives are returned and Hamas is defeated or disarmed and
exiled.

Bangladesh's former President Hamid returns to
Bangladesh month after departure sparked uproar

GNS News Agency, June 16

Bangladesh's former president Abdul Hamid, who
served two terms during deposed premier Sheikh Hasina’s
regime, returned to the country on Monday after receiving
medical treatment abroad.The 81-year-old ex-president re-
turned from Thailand a month after his “secret departure”
sparked protests in Bangladesh for being allowed to leave
despite being accused in a murder case.“He landed here in
predawn hours on a Thai Airways flight. He left the airport
on completion of required immigration formalities that took
nearly an hour and a half,” an official of the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport (HSIA) told reporters.Hamid returned
like other ordinary passengers, said HSIA Executive Di-
rector Group Captain SM Ragib Samad. Private TV chan-
nels also shared footage of his car leaving the airport.

He left Dhaka on May 8 through the same airport after
completing the required formalities but his quiet departure
sparked loud protests.Leaders and activists of the student-
led National Citizen Party (NCP), which led last year’s vio-
lent movement that ousted former prime minister Hasina’s
Awami League government, said authorities let Hamid "flee”
despite being accused in a murder case.Home Affairs Ad-
viser Retd Lt Gen Jahangir Alam Chowdhury had vowed to
step down if he failed to take punitive action against the
officials involved, claiming he was unaware of the depar-
ture at the time.Following the protests, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus’s interim government formed two inquiry
committees, one of which comprised three advisers.The
authorities also suspended two police officers and withdrew
another from his assignment in airport immigration on
charges of “negligence of duty”.

During a routine visit to a police station in the capital

on Monday, home adviser Chowdhury said that the ques-
tion of Hamid's arrest upon his arrival did not arise as there

was no warrant against him.He added that an investigation
into the case was underway and Hamid would face legal
actions if he were found guilty of committing any crime.Media
reports and sources close to Hamid said he was diagnosed
with cancer and was getting treated in Bangkok."The former
president went to Thailand for medical treatment. We al-
lowed it as there is no court order against him or embargo
by any agency," the Daily Star newspaper reported at that
time, quoting an unnamed source.Hamid is one of the ac-
cused in a murder case in his hometown in northern
Kishorganj. The case was lodged in connection with last
year's violent movement, also dubbed the July Uprising,
led by Students against Discrimination (SAD), a large part
of which later emerged as NCP.Deposed premier Hasina,
her expatriate son Sajeeb Wajed Joy and daughter Saima
Wazed Putul, stationed in New Delhi as the WHO regional
director for Southeast Asia, were also named in the case.The
NCP and SAD called Hamid a “cohort” of Hasina though he
completed his term months ahead of the ouster of the past
regime on August 5, 2024.

Aluminium producers in the
U.S. win from Trump's tarifts

GNS News Agency, June 16

Century Aluminum, the largest primary aluminium pro-
ducer in the U.S., and top recycler Matalco will be among
the big winners from President Donald Trump's higher tar-
iffs on imports of the metal as domestic prices surge, four
industry sources said.However, some sector players are
worried that Mr. Trump's move from June 4 to hike the tar-
iffs to 50%, from 25%, could push prices so high that de-
mand starts to weaken.

Higher revenues for U.S. aluminium producers and
recyclers are expected mainly due to the way the market
prices the metal key for construction, power and packag-
ing industries.The companies typically charge customers
the London Metal Exchange aluminium price plus a physi-
cal market premium to cover other costs including freight
and taxes.The so-called Midwest premium hit a record 62.5
U.S. cents a Ib, or $1,377 a metric ton, on Friday. Since
Trump was elected for his second term in November, it
has surged nearly 190%.Consultancy Harbor Aluminum
said the premium would have to rise to 70 cents a Ib, or
$1,543 a ton, to fully reflect the 50% tariff.Century, in which
London-listed miner Glencore is the top shareholder with a
stake of more than 40%, declined to comment beyond a
statement it issued last week, in which it welcomed the 50%
tariff. Century produced 690,000 metric tons of aluminium
last year.Miner Rio Tinto , which owns a 50% stake in
Matalco, declined to comment, speaking on behalf of the
U.S. company, which produced 528,000 tons of recycled
or secondary aluminium last year.U.S. imports of scrap alu-
minium remain free of tariffs, but aluminium recycling needs
primary metal to maintain properties of alloys used to make
industrial goods.Unintended consequencesAlcoa, one of the
world's largest aluminium producers, said its U.S. smelt-

ers would also benefit from the tariffs, and that its active
production capacity in the United States totalled 291,000
tons.Alcoa's global aluminium output was 2.215 million tons
last year.Constellium, which has a capacity to recycle
360,000 tons of aluminium annually in the United States,
said it supported the original 25% tariff because it helped
address unfair trading practices by non-market
economies."However, we are concerned that increasing the
tariff beyond this level could have unintended consequences
- potentially disrupting the aluminum supply chain and im-
pacting demand," it added.Higher aluminium costs are likely
to be passed on to consumers, which analysts expect will
eventually hit demand.With its local primary aluminium in-
dustry in decline for years, the U.S. relies on imports of
large amounts of unwrought aluminium and alloys - more
than 3.9 million tons last year, according to U.S. govern-
ment data.The U.S. produced more than four million tons of
aluminium last year, most of it recycled material, according
U.S. Geological Survey.Industry sources expect U.S. scrap
aluminium imports to climb as recycling companies take
advantage of high premiums to ramp up production.

Judicial sensitivity to
sentiments is a sign of regression

Indian courts today are not defending free speech.
They are managing it. And in this curious inversion of con-
stitutional values, we are witnessing a quiet retreat from the
principle that animated Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution:
that speech, even provocative, offensive, or unsettling, is
the citizen’s shield against tyranny — not its tool.Once en-
visioned as the counter-majoritarian bulwark of our democ-
racy, the judiciary now increasingly resembles an arbiter of
decorum, demanding apologies and deference in the name
of civility, sensitivity, or national pride. But when courts fo-
cus on what was said rather than why the right to say it
must be protected, the Republic is left vulnerable to a new
tyranny: that of sentiment, outrage, and the lowest toler-
ance denominator.

Let us begin with a chillingly ordinary example: a so-
cial media post by a 24-year-old man criticising Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. after the ceasefire with Pakistan fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor in May 2025. Was this tasteless?
Perhaps. But taste is not a constitutional metric. The
Allahabad High Court thought otherwise. In rejecting the plea
to quash the first information report (FIR), the Bench de-
clared that “emotions cannot be permitted to overflow to an
extent that constitutional authorities of the country are
dragged into disrepute”. That is a remarkable formulation. It
subtly inverts the constitutional design: the citizen is no longer
the source of power holding the state to account, but a child
to be reprimanded for speaking too freely.

Instead of interpreting Article 19(1)(a) as a liberty that
limits state power, courts have begun treating it as a licence
that comes with behavioural conditions — conditions de-
fined not by law but by the perceived dignity of public fig-
ures and institutions. Take the Kamal Haasan controversy
in connection with his film, Thug Life. The actor made a
remark about Kannada being a daughter of Tamil. The
Karnataka High Court responded not by evaluating whether
the actor’s statement met the threshold of incitement, defa-
mation, or hate, but by advising him to apologise to the “sen-
timents of the masses”. This advice is corrosive. When
courts suggest apologies for lawful speech, they set a pre-
cedent that expression must pass a popularity test. They
validate the very outrage that threatens free speech, rather
than shielding expression from it. An apology does not close
the loop but only widens it, inviting further claims of offence.
In Ranveer Gautam Allahabadia vs Union Of India, the ‘digi-
tal content creator and podcaster’ was confronted with judi-
cial comments bordering on cultural supervision for his use
of explicit language in a podcast. The court directed the Union
to clarify whether such “vulgar” language fell outside con-
stitutional protection. Here again, the concern was not
whether the speech incited harm, but on whether it offended
prevailing norms of taste and modesty — a dangerously
subjective threshold. Similarly, historian and a professor,
Ali Khan Mahmudabad, was dragged into proceedings af-
ter sharing critical views on the optics of India using a woman
soldier to explain its war situation with Pakistan. The argu-
ment was that his comments hurt sentiments. That it even
reached court underscores the problem: invoking hurt feel-
ings is now sufficient to invite judicial scrutiny of constitu-
tionally protected speech. The professor’s scholarly critique
became a matter for judicial assessment and a special in-
vestigation to assess whether there was any dog whistle
intent that played on the fragility of the audience.

First, the judiciary is increasingly equating speech that
provokes emotional reactions with legally actionable harm.

This misreads the Constitution and the rationale of a de-
mocracy. The test for restricting speech under Article 19(2)
is not whether it angers, irritates, or offends but whether it
incites violence, hatred or disrupts public order. Second,
by encouraging apologies and moral policing of language,
courts create a perverse incentive. The more outrage a
comment generates, the more likely it is to be litigated. This
does not protect society. It emboldens mobs and serial liti-
gants. It creates a market for offence.

This shift is starkly evident in cases that involve the
armed forces. In a recent judgment, the Allahabad High Court
denied the Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, relief in
a defamation case on his alleged derogatory remarks about
the Indian Army . The High Court said that the freedom of
speech does not include the freedom to “defame” the mili-
tary. But defamation, as a legal standard, must be carefully
assessed particularly when invoked by or on behalf of state
institutions by busy-bodies.

Likewise, in a previous first information report against
a man using the word “coward” to describe the Prime Min-
ister after the recent military stand-down, the court saw no
issue with Sections 152 and 353(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita being invoked — laws meant for threats to sover-
eignty and public mischief . These laws, meant for sedition-
like scenarios, are being contorted to punish sarcasm and
satire. It is telling that courts will routinely deny the quash-
ing of FIRs in such cases, claiming that it is too early to
interfere and that police investigations must run their course.
But this abdication is neither neutral nor passive. For the
citizen facing criminal prosecution, the process itself is the
punishment. The system does not need a conviction to chill
speech. A summons and a charge sheet do the job. The
Madras High Court has occasionally resisted this drift. But
this was more about narrative correction than structural
protection of speech.Courts in India must return to a prin-
ciple-centric model of speech protection. Instead of obsess-
ing over what was said, they must ask whether the speaker’s
right was violated, and not someone else’s sentiment. Apolo-
gies should not be judicial recommendations. They should
be individual choices. Otherwise, courts become confes-
sional booths where speech is absolved not by legal rea-
soning but by remorse. And remorse demanded is remorse
devalued — it empowers the outraged, not the rational. The
signal to the citizen

Moreover, as long as laws such as sedition or the ever-
morphing public order clauses remain vague, courts must
lean toward liberty. The doctrine of “chilling effect” that is
robust in American and European jurisprudence, has been
acknowledged in India’s courts but seldom enforced with
spine. This is not just about high-profile speech or celebri-
ties. Itis about the slow attrition of constitutional confidence.
When a YouTuber is told to bleep a joke, or a professor is
dragged to court for a tweet, or a film-maker is told to grovel
for linguistic pride the signal to the ordinary citizen is clear:
express only what is safe, bland and agreeable.But democ-
racies are not built on agreeable speech. They thrive on
disagreement — noisy, rude, even reckless at times. The
test of a society’s strength is not how well it tolerates polite-
ness, but how it handles provocation. Free speech is not
just about giving offence, but about withstanding it. If India
is to preserve its democratic soul, it must restore the dig-
nity of dissent. It must not demand the dignity of institutions
at the cost of liberty.Judges are the guardians of the Con-
stitution, and not the curators of culture. They must protect
the right to speak and not the comfort of the listener. Be-
cause when speech is chilled in courtrooms, freedom dies
not with a bang, but with a sigh of deference. The new age
of judicial sensitivity to sentiments is not a sign of progress.
It is a sign of regression. It confuses harmony with homo-
geneity, and respect with restraint. Apologies should never
be a legal strategy. And speech should not need blessings
to be legitimate. Let our courts not forget that the Republic
was not born from politeness but from protest. The Consti-
tution came from the pen of a Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, who also
wrote, “...the world owes much to rebels who would dare to
argue in the face of the pontiff and insist that he is not infal-
lible”.

What is new in Ladakh’s government

job reservation policy?

GNS News Agency, June 16

On June 3, President Droupadi Murmu notified four
Regulations for the Union Territory (U.T.) of Ladakh, defin-
ing new policies on reservation, languages, domiciles, and
composition of hill councils for Ladakh, which became a
Union Territory in 2019. The notified regulations were The
Ladakh Official Languages Regulation, 2025; The Ladakh
Civil Services Decentralisation and Recruitment (Amend-
ment) Regulation, 2025; The Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Councils (Amendment) Regulation, 2025; and
The Union Territory of Ladakh Reservation (Amendment)
Regulation, 2025.

What did the policies entail?

The Regulations pave the way for 85% reservation for
resident Ladakhis in government jobs. The Rules notified
empowered the tehsildar to issue the domicile certificates.
To be considered “domiciles” and thus eligible for the 5%
quota in government jobs in the U.T., non-local residents
must prove a continuous 15-year stay in the U.T. starting
from October 31, 2019. Added with the 10% quota for the
Economically Weaker Sections, the total government job
reservation in the U.T. now stands at 95%, one of the high-
est in the country.According to the 2011 Census, Ladakh’s
population is 2,74,289, and nearly 80% are tribals. The U.T.
has a majority Buddhist population in Leh and a sizeable
Muslim population in Kargil.Another recently notified policy
said that at least one-third of the seats in the hill councils of
Leh will be reserved for women, on a rotational basis across
jurisdictions, and the official languages of the U.T. will be
English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi.

Why were the policies notified?

After the special status of Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370 of the Constitution was read down on August 5,
2019, the former State was split into two Union Territories
—J&K and Ladakh, the latter without a legislative Assem-
bly. After initial euphoria, the Ladakhi civil society groups
began protests demanding protection of land, resources,
and employment. Concerns arising out of big businesses
and outsiders acquiring land and jobs led people to protest
and observe shutdowns. Cutting across party lines, locals
and a former BJP MP demanded restoration of protection
as granted under Atrticle 35A of the Constitution, which was
revoked with Article 370 in 2019. Article 35A lets the J&K
legislature decide the “permanent residents” in the former
State, prohibits a non-J&K resident from buying property,
and ensures job reservation for its residents.In 2020, the
People’s Movement for Constitutional Safeguard or the Leh
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Apex Body (LAB) was formed, backed by the powerful
Ladakh Buddhist Association. In 2021, the LAB and the
Kargil Democratic Alliance came together to fight for con-
stitutional safeguards for the region. Together, they came
up with four key demands: inclusion under the Sixth Sched-
ule of the Constitution (giving tribal status and autonomy
over land), Statehood, separate Lok Sabha seats for Leh
and Kargil districts, and filling of existing government va-
cancies.

What was the government’s reaction?

On January 2, 2023, the Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs constituted a high-powered committee (HPC) chaired
by Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai for talks with
civil society groups. The committee was rejected by the
groups as the latter suspected it of having only pro-govern-
ment members. The committee was reconstituted on No-
vember 30, 2023.Even as the committee met, the talks
broke down in March 2024. On October 6, 2024, climate
activist Sonam Wangchuk sat on an indefinite fast in Delhi
to draw the government’s attention to their demands, fol-
lowing which the Ministry of Home Affairs agreed to resume
the talks. The HPC, including leaders from Leh and Kargil,
met on December 3, 2024, followed by another meeting on
January 15, 2025.The committee met again on May 27,
where the contours of the domicile and reservation policy
were hammered out.

What is next?

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk, the president of Ladakh Bud-
dhist Association and co-convenor of the LAB, who is also
part of the HCP, said that they will continue to demand State-
hood and inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution.“Only one chapter, that of government jobs, is
closed. The talks with the government will continue over
issues such as the protection of land and constitutional safe-

guards.
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How robotic surgeries are offering safer, quicker,
more precise care for gynaecological cancers

GNS News Agency, June 16

June is Uterine Cancer Awareness Month — a vital
time to spotlight one of the fastest-rising cancers among
women. In India, the incidence of uterine (endometrial) can-
cer has nearly doubled since 2020, with projections show-
ing over 30,000 new cases by 2025. This sharp rise is closely
linked to modern lifestyle shifts, particularly the growing
prevalence of obesity, diabetes, sedentary habits, and de-
layed childbearing.Yet despite its increasing numbers,
awareness remains low -- making early diagnosis and ad-
vanced surgical care more critical than ever.As we observe
Uterine Cancer Awareness Month, a quiet revolution is tak-
ing place in operating rooms across the country. Cancer
surgery has changed irrevocably -- and it’s agent is robotic.

Why robotic-assisted surgeries ?

Gone are the days when open abdominal surgeries
with big incisions were the only option for treating uterine
and other gynaecological cancers. Today, robotic-assisted
surgeries are offering women safer, quicker, and more pre-
cise alternatives — and they are rapidly becoming the gold
standard for treatment of uterine cancers across the world

Uterine and other gynaecological cancers often require
surgical intervention as a first-line treatment. Traditionally,
these surgeries involved large incisions, long hospital stays,
blood transfusions and weeks of painful recovery. This
means women go through a lot of pain, have more chances
of contracting an infection, have to spend a lot of time out of
work, and can have delays in the start of the next cancer
treatment. More over, most uterine cancer patients are
obese, and therefore have more chances of complications

with traditional open surgeries .Robotic surgery changes
that. Here’s why it’s gaining traction: It is minimally inva-
sive -- robotic tools operate through small incisions, reduc-
ing trauma to the body. And the recovery is faster recov-
ery, most women go home within 24—48 hours and resume
normal activity much sooner. We now do uterine cancer
surgeries as day-care procedures where patients get dis-
charged the same day .There is greater surgical precision
as surgeons operate using a high-definition 3D camera and
robotic arms with unmatched dexterity. The robotic arms
are so precise that they can reach the areas of the body
where human hands cannot.Additionally, lesser blood loss
and fewer complications translate to safer outcomes, es-
pecially for patients with co-existing health issues.Despite
its futuristic name, the robot doesn’t perform the surgery on
its own. It is merely a highly advanced tool that enhances a
skilled surgeon’s ability to operate with precision and con-
trol. Think of it as a finely-tuned instrument, not an autono-
mous machine. The surgeon behind the robotic consoles
who maneuvers these instruments is crucial to the whole
set up .Robotic surgery is most commonly used for -- en-
dometrial (uterine) cancer, cervical cancer, early-stage
ovarian cancer and complex benign conditions like large
fibroids or severe endometriosis.For uterine cancer patients
— especially those diagnosed early — robotic surgery of-
fers a combination of thorough cancer removal and rapid
recovery, allowing them to move forward with confidence.
After seeing such impeccable results with robotic surgery
we have moved all our indicated uterine cancer patients
towards robotic surgery . Nothing can match the happy faces
we get after these success stories .

Access to advanced technology isn’t just about con-
venience — it's about equity and empowerment. When
women are offered cutting-edge, less invasive treatment
options, they’re more likely to seek care earlier, adhere to
follow-ups, and maintain a better quality of life post-
treatment.Uterine cancer can be frightening, but today’s tools
— especially robotic-assisted surgery — are changing the
narrative from fear to hope. As more hospitals and cancer
centres adopt this technology, it is important for women to
know that they have options that are safe, effective, and
less disruptive to their lives.During this month of aware-
ness, let us ensure that every woman has access to knowl-
edge, technology, and care that respects both her body and
her dignity.

In Chennai, this government
healthcare institution has been
serving pregnant women for 145 years

GNS News Agency, June 16

Every day, hundreds of pregnant women walk into a
145-year-old institution in Royapuram for their antenatal
check ups, deliveries and postnatal care. This is the Gov-
ernment Raja Sir Ramaswamy Mudaliar (RSRM) Lying-in
Hospital in Royapuram, a health facility that needs no intro-
duction to residents in and around north Chennai.One of
the three major government maternity hospitals in Chennai,
RSRM hospital receives pregnant women from the five
zones of north Chennai - Tiruvottiyur, Manali, Madhavaram,
Tondiarpet and Royapuram as well as from the northern
suburbs of the city. The hospital also receives pregnant
women, including those who are critically ill, from some ar-
eas in Andhra Pradesh as well as migrant workers in
Chennai, doctors say.

According to Shanthi K. Elango, superintendent of the
hospital, around 350 pregnant women visit the hospital’s
outpatient department a day, while about 75 to 100 are ad-
mitted daily. “We conduct 30 to 40 deliveries a day. So, ina
month, the average number of deliveries conducted reaches
800 to 900,” she says. Of the total deliveries conducted,
caesarean sections account for 25 to 30%.The hospital treats
a high percentage of high-risk pregnant women. In a recent
case, a 29-year-old woman, who had conceived by in vitro
fertilisation (IVF) and was five months pregnant, was re-
ferred with complaints of abdominal pain for six hours. She
had a history of surgery in the uterus for fibroids, twice, 10
months before IVF. She was received in shock with a rup-
tured uterus and intrauterine death. As a lifesaving proce-
dure, the uterus was removed and 13 units of blood prod-
ucts were transfused. Her condition improved, and she was
discharged, doctors said.In another case, doctors treated
a six months pregnant woman who came in with a fever,
cough and cold, and was diagnosed to have malaria. She
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suffered acute respiratory distress syndrome and was put
on ventilatory support for three days. She received an
artesunate injection and was discharged on recovery.The
hospital’s Obstetrics and Gynaecology team has six pro-
fessors, one associate professor and 12 assistant
professorThe hospital’s infrastructure is expanding now.
The total bed capacity is increasing to a little over 800.
While the existing building has 510 beds, a new Compre-
hensive Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care build-
ing with an additional 300 beds is coming up at the hospi-
tal, she adds.The hospital’s Obstetrics and Gynaecology
team has six professors, one associate professor and 12
assistant professors. Associated with RSRM Hospital for
nearly a quarter of a century, Dr. Shanthi Elango said that
maternal and child care comes with a great responsibility.
“When a baby is delivered, that minute is a happy moment
for all those who are connected with the family. While it is
emotional for patients and their families, as doctors, it
comes with a huge responsibility as we need to ensure
that the mother and baby are safe. Timely decision mak-
ing is critical as that helps doctors to saves lives,” she
says.

Apple’s make-or-break
moment for Al redemption

As Apple’s Worldwide Developers Conference is set
to begin today, the tech giant faces unprecedented scrutiny
over its artificial intelligence strategy. The company’s an-
nual developer showcase, known simply as WWDC, has
historically served as a platform for unveiling the next gen-
eration of iOS, macOS, and other operating systems. How-
ever, this year’s conference carries extra weight as indus-
try analysts and critics demand answers about Apple’s
struggling Al initiatives.The Al albatross around Apple’s
neckApple’s artificial intelligence efforts, branded as “Apple
Intelligence,” have become a source of considerable em-
barrassment for a company renowned for polished, intui-
tive products. Bloomberg’s recent analysis painted a trou-
bling picture, with insiders suggesting that “continued fail-
ure to get artificial intelligence right threatens everything from
the iPhone’s dominance to plans for robots and other futur-
istic products.”The problems with Apple Intelligence extend
beyond mere performance issues. The system has gener-
ated significant negative publicity due to factual errors in its
news summarization features. These mistakes aren’t mi-
nor inconveniences but serious misinformation incidents that
have drawn criticism from major news organizations and
highlighted what some observers call artificial intelligence’s
growing misinformation problem.To understand why this
matters, it's important to grasp what Apple Intelligence was
supposed to accomplish. Unlike chatbots such as ChatGPT
that operate primarily in web browsers or dedicated apps,
Apple Intelligence was designed to be deeply integrated into
the iPhone, iPad, and Mac operating systems. This inte-
gration would theoretically allow the Al to help users across
all their daily computing tasks, from writing emails to orga-
nizing photos to providing intelligent suggestions based on
personal data.However, the reality has fallen far short of
these ambitions. The Al features that have been released
feel underwhelming compared to competitors’ offerings,
leading many iPhone owners to see little value in the tech-
nology that Apple has positioned as a key selling point for

its latest devices.Industry analysts sound the alarmThe tech
analysts community has been particularly vocal about
Apple’s Al struggles. Analyst Ming-Chi Kuo, who is widely
respected for his insights into Apple’s product pipeline, has
warned that “the fallout could hit iPhone 16 and iPhone 17
sales through 2025.” This prediction is significant because
iPhone sales represent Apple’s largest revenue stream,
making any threat to the product line a serious concern for
investors and the company’s long-term prospects.

However, not all analysts share this pessimistic out-
look. Gene Munster, a notable technology analyst, offers a
contrarian view, suggesting that “Apple’s struggles in Al
aren’t a real problem yet, and won’t be for a couple more
years.” This perspective reflects a belief that Apple has time
to correct course before Al capabilities become truly es-
sential for smartphone competitiveness.The disagreement
among analysts highlights the uncertainty surrounding
Apple’s position in the Al landscape. While some see im-
mediate threats to the company’s market dominance, oth-
ers believe Apple’s strong brand loyalty and integrated eco-
system provide a buffer against competitive pressures.What
WWDC 2025 must deliverAgainst this backdrop of criticism
and uncertainty, “Apple stakeholders want to hear how the
company’s approach to Al has changed” at this year’s de-
veloper conference.

The pressure on Apple to demonstrate meaningful
progress cannot be overstated, as the company’s credibil-
ity in the Al space hangs in the balance.Industry observers
expect Apple to focus heavily on software improvements
rather than hardware announcements. “Apple will likely fo-
cus on the next iOS, which is rumored to have the most
significant design change since the introduction of iOS 7.”
iOS 7, released in 2013, represented a complete visual
overhaul of Apple’s mobile operating system, abandoning
the skeuomorphic design elements that had defined earlier
versions in favor of a flatter, more modern aesthetic.

Bridging health cover,
mental healthcare in India

Mental health is finally getting the attention it has long
deserved. The post-pandemic world has not only shifted
how people think about well-being, but sparked a deeper
sense of urgency around mental health, and how to plan for
it.Globally, mental health conditions affect about one in five
adults, with the World Health Organization estimating an
annual productivity loss of over $1 trillion due to untreated
mental health issues. In India, the conversation is gaining
momentum and it’s being reflected in both policy and con-
sumer behaviour.

Until a few years ago, health insurance was largely
seen as a safeguard against physical illness or
hospitalisation. That has changed. Following the Mental
Healthcare Act, 2017 and IRDAI directive, mental health is
now covered at par with physical illnesses across health
insurance plans in India. This is not just a regulatory mile-
stone — it signals a much-needed shift in how we define
health.Changing landscape

More importantly, this coverage is becoming more
holistic. Today, most retail health insurance plans offer out-
patient (OPD) benefits, either built-in or as optional add-ons.
These allow for therapy, counselling, and psychiatric con-
sultations — services central to mental healthcare but rarely
require hospitalisation. Data tells us that people are using
them.Our data shows over the past 2-3 years, mental health—
related claims — including for therapy, stress counselling
and anxiety medication — have risen by 30-50%. It reflects
not just policy evolution but fundamental behavioural shift.
More people are seeking professional help and using insur-
ance to pay for it.

Interestingly, the demand is being led by younger Indi-
ans. Those between 25-35 years are driving the highest

search interest, policy uptake and mental health claims. This
group, juggling career pressures, financial uncertainties and
the demands of an always-on digital lifestyle, is showing
greater openness to emotional support, particularly through
app-based therapy and online mental health platforms.A
closer look at the claims data shows anxiety disorders ac-
count for about 30-35% of mental health claims, followed
by depression (25-30%), workplace stress and insomnia.
Most of these are early to moderate cases, which signals
another crucial trend: a growing comfort with seeking care
before reaching crisis point.This is how real change begins
— with early intervention.For women

Women are significantly more likely to opt for policies
that include mental health benefits — especially those
aligned with life-stage transitions such as pregnancy, meno-
pause or caregiving responsibilities. Emotional well-being
during these phases is often under-acknowledged but
deeply impactful. The rise in claims from women reflects
broader cultural shift toward prioritising self-care often for
the first time.Geographically, mental health insurance adop-
tion is still concentrated in Tier 1 cities, accounting for more
than 50% of the total uptake. These metros typically have
better access to therapy networks, more progressive work-
place policies and higher levels of digital literacy. That said,
growing interest from Tier 2 cities points to a promising na-
tional trend — one where awareness is no longer limited to
urban pockets. Workplaces, too, are undergoing a trans-
formation. Whether through wellness programmes, access
to therapists, or stress management workshops, mental
health is beginning to find a place in the benefits
conversation.No longer afterthought

The best part of this conversation is mental health is
no longer an afterthought. People are researching, asking
and making insurance decisions with it in mind. But there’s
still a long way to go. Coverage is now widespread, but
utilisation and awareness need to catch up. Many still don’t
know their plans include OPD therapy or cashless mental
health services are an option.This is where the focus must
lie—in building a system that is not only inclusive on paper
but accessible in practice. The foundation is in place: regu-
lation, product innovation and early adoption. What's needed
next is education, empathy and a continued effort to
normalise mental health as part of everyday healthcare plan-
ning. The message is simple: taking care of your mind is
just as important as taking care of your body.

Using religion for political gains

For the last four decades, political narratives in Andhra
Pradesh have always hinged on caste equations. Even if
we look at the composition of the current National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), the two major parties — the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and the Jana Sena Party (JSP) — are
largely represented by two major castes in Andhra Pradesh
— the Kammas and the Kapus. Similarly, the Congress
and YSR Congress Party are dominated by the Reddy com-
munity.

This was not always the case. Before the 1980s, the
key players in Andhra Pradesh were the Congress and Left
parties, and their narratives were largely based on social
issues. Though there were underlying currents of caste-
based politics, these did not surface often. The narrative of
caste-based politics started with the entry of N.T. Rama
Rao into politics in 1982. Rao, the founder of the TDP, ad-
vocated for Telugu pride, yet his party was often termed a
‘Kamma party’.Ever since the composite State of Andhra
Pradesh was bifurcated in 2014, and Telangana was
formed, the politics in the residual State of Andhra Pradesh
has changed and has assumed religious overtones. While
this was noticeable during the previous YSRCP govern-
ment headed by Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, it has become
all the more evident during the current NDA regime, which
came to power in 2024. Political narratives have been based
largely on a number of issues revolving around places of
worship and have caused quite a stir in the State.The most
prominent of these is the controversy surrounding the
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD). It broke out in Sep-
tember 2024 when Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu alleged that the laddu prasadam was
being made with adulterated ghee containing animal fat. He
claimed that the contract for the supply of sub-standard ghee
had been given to a firm by the earlier YSRCP
government.The accusation caused political and religious
outrage across the country. Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, who is the JSP chief, claimed that adding adulter-
ated ghee was a concerted move to attack Sanatana
Dharma. The parties and allies of the NDA left no stone
unturned in attacking Mr. Jagan Reddy and his party. They
went to the extent of saying that the practice of hiring staff
from other faiths had led to ‘sacrilege’ of the TTD. A Special
Investigation Team was constituted to probe this matter and
the issue finally reached the Supreme Court.When the con-
troversy died down after a couple of months, Mr. Reddy

Andhra
Pradesh

turned the tables on the NDA following a stampede at the
Vaikunta Ekadasi festival at the TTD temple in Tirupati. The
incident, which took place on January 8, claimed six lives.
Mr. Jagan Reddy and his party alleged negligence, and held
the NDA responsible for it.Karunakar Reddy, alleged that
over 170 cows had died in a month at the devasthanams
goshala (cow shed) and said that funds for the goshala were
being misused by the present TTD board and officials. This
led to tense moments in the temple town. Both the YSRCP
and the NDA locked horns over the issue. All the political
parties in the State, including the Left parties, took turns to
add to the discourse. The issue reached a feverish pitch
and dominated the political narrative in the State.However,
this is not the case only with the present NDA regime al-
though it seems more prominent now. The desecration of
Lord Rama’s idol at the 12th century Ramatheertham
yemple in Vizianagaram district in December 2020 gained
considerable political traction. The YSRCP was in power
then. All the Opposition parties, including the TDP, the JSP,
and the BJP, raised their pitch and made this an election
issue in the 2024 general elections. In the same year, a
century-old wooden chariot of the Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy temple, located in Sakhinetipalli Mandal in East
Godavari district, was set on fire by miscreants. The Op-
position parties alleged that people from other faiths had
set fire to the chariot. The suspect in the case, who hails
from a minority community, was killed in a road
accident.Senior politicians and political analysts say that
this appears to be a new trend in the State. With religious
issues taking centre stage, core issues are taking a
backseat.

World’s largest container ship MSC Irina
docks at Vizhinjam seaport in Kerala

The world’s largest container ship MSC
IRINA made a historic debut at Vizhinjam
international seaport on Monday . The ves-
sel, which was on its maiden visit to a
South Asian port, docked at the port in the
morning, highlighting Vizhinjam’s capabili-
ties in handling ultra-large container ves-
sels (ULCVs).

The world’s largest container ship MSC IRINA made
a historic debut at Vizhinjam international seaport on Mon-
day . The vessel, which was on its maiden visit to a South
Asian port, docked at the port in the morning, highlighting
Vizhinjam’s capabilities in handling ultra-large container
vessels (ULCVs). The MSC IRINA, billed as the world’s
largest container ship by TEU (twenty-foot equivalent unit)

capacity, will be berthed at the port till Tuesday, according
to port authorities.

This monumental arrival of the ship also marked a sig-
nificant milestone for the seaport, which was dedicated to
the nation by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 2. The
MSC Irina boasts an impressive capacity of 24,346 TEUs,
making it a formidable player in global shipping. With a length
of 399.9 metres and a width of 61.3 metres, the vessel is
approximately four times longer than a standard FIFA-des-
ignated football field.World’s largest container vessel MSC
Irina berthing at the Vizhinjam international seaport in
Thiruvananthapuram on June 9 morning.World’s largest
container vessel MSC Irina berthing at the Vizhinjam inter-
national seaport in Thiruvananthapuram on June 9 morn-
ing. | Photo Credit: Nirmal Harindran The port has recently
welcomed other Icon-class vessels, including MSC Trkiye
and MSC Michel Cappellini, further establishing its reputa-
tion as a key hub in maritime trade. The MSC Irina was
launched in March 2023 and embarked on its maiden voy-
age in April of the same year.

The ship that sails under the Liberian flag, is engineered
to stack containers up to 26 tiers high, offering unparalleled
capacity in container stacking.In alignment with contempo-
rary environmental standards, the vessel is equipped with
energy-saving features that contribute to a reduction in car-
bon emissions by up to 4%, significantly lowering its car-
bon footprint while maintaining operational efficiency.The
Vizhinjam port has so far facilitated the berthing of 349 ships
handling 7.33 lakh containers since the port began opera-
tions on a trial basis in July, 2024 and subsequently com-
mercial operation in December.
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Absent in the “work 90
hours a week” debate

Our country is obsessed with counting hours. Every-
body asks the school topper: “How many hours a day did
you study?” Journalists shove their microphones into the
faces of UPSC-toppers: “You must be studying 16 hours a
day, no?” And now employees are being asked: “How many
hours do you work in a week?"The Factories Act, and vari-
ous Shops and Establishment Acts, limit weekly hours to
48. An ILO study says Indians work 47.7 hours on average
every week The Factories Act, and various Shops and Es-
tablishment Acts, limit weekly hours to 48. An ILO study
says Indians work 47.7 hours on average every week
(Shutterstock) The reason is simple.

At one level it's a hangover from our socialist days.
The principle is “your one hour is equal to my one hour, as
we both are just labouring, we are both blue-collar’. Hence
it becomes a standardised measure of effort. 1Q is anyway
an evil capitalist construct. As for new-age IT services com-
panies that continue to count hours, that's what they export
— billable hours. And it’s no surprise they want to maximise
this.The L&T chairman’s exhortation, to work 90 hours a
week, comes in a different context. Ironically, for the last
seven days, people have spent 90+ hours outraging about
it trying to prove him wrong, thereby proving him right.

| understand where he was coming from. Many cor-
porate leaders like him are hard workers, usually with little
or no familial inheritance, who realised education is the only
key to prosperity, who burnt the midnight oil, who used
Resnick and Halliday as a pillow, cleared competitive ex-
ams, built great careers, achieved a designation which is
an acronym, even as they lost some hair and empathy. As
they climbed the ladder, they grew to dislike (though they
didn’t always show it) non-hard-working people or those who
spent their time away from the assembly line. When a jour-
nalist asks them why 90 hours, they bring up India’s low
per-capita-income numbers and cite how people in China
follow the 9-9-6 model, where they work 9-to-9 for six days
a week. They can’timagine a developing country — with a
four-figure per capita income — doing anything less.The
key miss here is that they almost can’t fathom the exist-
ence of non-ambitious people, those who don’t want to con-

quer the world, who just want to reach home on time and
watch episodes of Bigg Boss with their family. There are
plenty of people like that, as there should be. It’s a natural
distribution. A bell curve of ambition.

There’s also a larger flaw with the measure itself. If |
pay my driver based on the number of hours he drives me,
he would prefer a bullock cart to take me to the office in-
stead of taking my BMW (unless you stay in Bengaluru,
where it will likely take the same time). There is no reliable
measure of productivity in an office. You can still track
projects on a macro level, but to break it down for an indi-
vidual employee is very difficult, hence everyone goes for a
convenient marker — number of hours.The Factories Act,
and various Shops and Establishment Acts, limit weekly
hours to 48. An ILO study says Indians work 47.7 hours on
average every week. Some of them are sending rockets to
the moon in those 47 hours and some are fixing the five
software bugs introduced by their colleague’s bug fix the
previous week. An Indian software engineer is the biggest
job creator for other software engineers. | should know; |
was one.In current times, where Elon Musk is the new gov-
ernor of the world, the questions are being asked differently.
When he acquired Twitter, he asked the CEO: “What did
you get done this week?”

It was treated like a slur by the work-life balance en-
thusiasts across the board, as this week was spent prepar-
ing the proof of the work we did last week, on beautiful slides,
to be presented in a boardroom to the CEO; 70% of the time
in a corporate job is spent in preparing for meetings.And this
is the truth. We don’t have meaningful work that requires 90
hours a week. Most work is repetitive or dependent on oth-
ers. Being a services-led economy, most of the time in most
jobs is spent waiting — waiting for clients, waiting for other
teams to finish their work, waiting for approvals. You can’t
send gentle reminders every 10 minutes. So people pre-
tend to work long hours. Like the colleague scheduling an
email to be sent at 1 am, just to pretend they were working
late. It's a race to the bottom.

The real challenge is creating worthwhile work which
requires 90 hours of dedicated effort every week. It hap-
pens when you build something, you manufacture some-
thing, racing against time, trying to beat a target. Ironically,
the ones who will create those jobs are the ones who jumped
off the assembly line; the odd ones, the ones who were seen
with scorn by the bosses mentioned here.Often the
backbenchers build the biggest companies, who then hire
such CEOs, who miss the point that the only way one can
work on something with full dedication for 90 hours a week
is when one feels like an owner of the stuff they are working
on. Your job as an employer is to create that environment.
Not just in perception but also in reality. The ones who are
driven will work any number of hours, without being given a
number. The rest will schedule emails at 1 am.

Jeet Thayil’s latest poetry collection explores
the search for hope in broken societies

The first part of the book, like much of Thayil's oeuvre,
presents a fragmented examination of the self, often in ur-
ban landscapes that are decaying or dyingThe first part of
the book, like much of Thayil's oeuvre, presents a frag-
mented examination of the self, often in urban landscapes
that are decaying or dyingCouplets that rhyme with ‘Make
in India’ while critiquing contemporary life in India; halluci-
natory descriptions of childbirth and a dead mother; qua-
trains on the agony of being separated from the love of your
life. These are specimens from Jeet Thayil’s latest poetry
anthology, I'll Have It Here, that blends the real with the
absurd, explores how love and death walk hand-in-hand in
modern life, and delves into what happens when the past
haunts and the future irks.

The first part of the book, like much of Thayil’s oeuvre,
presents a fragmented examination of the self, often in ur-
ban landscapes that are decaying or dying. Diverse themes
like addiction, camaraderie, fractured identity in marginalized
communities, the gritty life of cities like New York, are
explored.The second part, wherein Thayil looks outward,
enthralls a reader of fiction and non-fiction too. From
empathising with the workers ignored by the Indian govern-
ment during the COVID pandemic to looking at the violent
transformation of the country in the last decade, all the way
to empathising with a bird about to go extinct, the narrator
takes us everywhere.In the third part, the narrator looks
around in search of hope and love — the verses become
softer, about somebody who lies in unending wait. The
narrator’s voice is the single most important feature of
Thayil's poems. He/she is sometimes omniscient and/or
first-person, sometimes both. He/she acts as an interlocu-
tor between the reader’s brain and heart — connecting the
feelings ignited while reading with afterthoughts.booik From
Lutyens Delhi to London to Budapest to New York, Thayil
describes place so that meaning is elusive and alienation is
pervasiveThayil also makes it a point to make his style and
form as fresh as possible. A reader is curious to turn a page
to see what kind of verse is next, rhyming couplets, broken
verses or sweet, old, free verses.The imagery in the an-
thology is often sharp and grotesque. Thayil paints charac-
ters in ways that underscore their toxicity and need for sur-

vival in a flawed world. From Gandhi appearing (or reincar-
nating) as a gecko on the wall to ultra-modern futuristic
drones that kill people almost intentionally; the contrasting
images constantly keep the reader in awe.Contrasts don’t
stop with the imagery. The locations in the poems, be they
across the globe or in your nearby alleyway, serve as meta-
phors for an existential void. From Lutyens Delhi to London
to Budapest to New York, Thayil describes place so that
meaning is elusive and alienation is pervasive. He doesn’t
limit his gaze to grand cosmopolitan streets; even indoor
settings take the reader for a ride. From the aforementioned
gory delivery room to a casual drawing room where a sui-
cide likely took place, he takes us literally everywhere.l|f
the idea that poets are seers is true, a reader would want at
least a few of Thayil’s visions to go wrong. For he sees a
futuristic India where brother kills brother and wins a war —
a cycle of time that connects any war in the future with one
in mythological epics like the Mahabharata. For he sees a
world where birds have gotten the news that “we,” humans,
“kill for joy and die, burning down the house.”

Smart watches detecting heart blocks,
rhythm irregularities, ECG pattern, and how!

Hyderabad: Smart watches with ECG recording ca-
pabilities are increasingly detecting minor heart rhythm ir-
regularities that immediately alert user to contact a quali-
fied heart specialist. Even a minor change in the heart beat,
if an alert user of the smart watch is able to detect, then it
could be a life saver, health experts and cardiologists be-
lieve.

A case in point is a recent instance where a smart
watch helped an alert user in realising change in the ECG
(heart beat) pattern. He immediately contacted a qualified
heart specialist. It turned out that the individual, who till then
did not have any symptoms, had a heart defect.“Heart block
was detected on Apple watch in an asymptomatic person.
One of my friends, aged about 60 years, noticed features
of Mobitz type 2 atrio-ventricular block (a type of heart block)
yesterday. At that time, he was exercising. However, he
had no symptoms. He was immediately evaluated by his
cardiologist, and underwent pacemaker implantation. He is
doing well,” said noted neurologist from Hyderabad, Dr.
Sudhir Kumar, on Friday.

Acknowledging the role of technology, Dr. Sudhir said,
“Technology proved to be efficient and aided in timely de-
tection of an illness, which could be life-threatening (in some
cases), if appropriate and timely treatment is not provided

e — |

on time.”Noted cardiologist from Bengaluru, Dr. Deepak
Krishnamurthy, who is popular on social media with the
handle @DrDeepakKrishn1, shared an instance of another
patient who benefitted from a smart watch.“A diagnosis
picked up on the patient’s daughter’'s Apple watch which
she put on her mother during an episode of palpitations.
Valuable information!. I’'m not a big fan of smart watches.
But what I'm realizing is that the normal stylish expensive
wrist watches serve no practical purpose.

Working long hours will not increase
productivity if workforce lacks skills

Two-thirds of India’s population is now in the working
age group. Yet, India’s productivity is amongst the lowest in
the world. Even as conversations on working more hours
continue to highlight this shortcoming — L&T Chairperson’s
suggestion of a 90-hour work week being the latest —a closer
reading of two reports, released last week, suggest that the
problem is way more complex and requires joining dots in a
different direction. The QS World Futures Skill Index ranked
the Indian market second in terms of its awareness and
readiness to employ workers with proficiencies in advanced
and emerging technologies in the digital sphere and the
sustainability sector. However, the receptivity of business
is one part of the story. To leverage the opportunities of
India’s demographic advantages and make the most of the
global technological efflorescence, the Indian economy will
require skilled professionals. The QS report shows why the
country has a long way to go to meet this constantly shift-
ing demand. The country’s educational system does not
make its young population “skill-fit”, it underscores. India
has the numbers, but a large section of its labour force isn’t
market ready.The other report, by India’s technical educa-
tion regulator, the AICTE, reveals that two-thirds of post-
graduate seats in India’s engineering colleges go vacant. In
other words, it seems that masters’ level courses of an over-
whelming number of technical institutes do not provide any
value addition to the job market.

State-of-the-artSectors such as semiconductor manu-
facturing, green technology, waste management, the circu-
lar economy, cutting-edge healthcare, and artificial intelli-
gence (Al) are emerging as key growth areas today. They
not only demand a workforce equipped with state-of-the-art
proficiencies but as Daniel Susskind points out in Growth,
one of the most critically acclaimed books of last year, the
state-of-the-art today is more dynamic compared to any
time in human industry. Industry surveys suggest that sun-
rise sectors such as renewable energy, electric vehicle

manufacturing and cutting-edge healthcare are likely to face
massive human resource deficits in the next two years.
The construction industry, at the frontlines of the country’s
infrastructure push, also faces a skilled workforce crunch.
Early last year, a batch of Indian workers left for Israel to
plug the labour shortage in its construction sector that arose
after a ban on Palestinian workers. In September, an in-
vestigation in this paper revealed that this labour arrange-
ment was under strain due to a glaring skill mismatch be-
tween the workers’ abilities and the expectations of
them.Professionals and students, today, cannot afford to
remain in the past where they thought that one degree will
last an entire working career. Large companies may have
the wherewithal to upskill their employees. The medium and
small sectors will need help in capacity building. The ques-
tion that policymakers in India need to ask is: Where will
that come from? As the AICTE report indicates, an over-
whelming number of Indian engineering institutes lack the
capacity to provide advanced training.

Where are the teachers?

One of India’s biggest problems in higher education is
the lack of infrastructure and qualified faculty. The country’s
[ITs and top engineering colleges do have extremely quali-
fied teachers. But India’s education system has erred in
not investing in the quality of teachers in the engineering
colleges that proliferate in the country’s small towns and
districts. The aspirational class is drawn to the bare-mini-
mum instruction provided in these colleges. But do they
find gainful employment after graduating? Shouldn’t these
institutes be upscaled if India is to reap its demographic
dividend? Shouldn’t the role of the education sector in India’s
production crisis be more closely scrutinised?

most readThe challenge to upscale the lower- and
middle-rung tech colleges in the country is a formidable one.
The private sector has been a player in the engineering edu-
cation sector for a long time. So, along with the govern-
ment, it should share the blame for the poor output of India’s
tech colleges. Even as the industry has complained of the
employability crisis, the fact remains that a large part of the
private-run tech education sector is notorious for its bare-
bones colleges and poorly trained teachers. In 2023, pri-
vate engineering institutes reported a more than 50 per cent
drop in placements.Working more hours is unlikely to solve
India’s productivity problems if the country’s workforce does
not have the skills required for the emerging economy. In-
stead of delivering sermons on more exacting work sched-
ules, industry leaders could perhaps pool their brains with
policymakers in the government to work towards creating
a more qualified workforce. Business bodies could perhaps
make a beginning by identifying a set of institutes, outside
the top rung, whose upscaling they can invest in. Industry
could also join in with government to set up state-of-the-art
teachers’ training academies.

Manu Pillai on his book Gods, Guns and
Missionaries, the evolution of Hinduism and
Hindu-Christian encounters under colonialism

Manu Pillai’s latest book, Gods, Guns and Missionar-
ies traces the making of the modern Hindu identity under
the influence of colonialism.Manu Pillai’s latest book, Gods,
Guns and Missionaries traces the making of the modern
Hindu identity under the influence of colonialism.Who is a
Hindu? This question has bewildered many for centuries.
Hinduism has through the years gone through several lay-
ers of evolution. As European power grew in the Indian sub-
continent in the 16th and 17th centuries, the religion under-
went yet another process of reimagination. Manu Pillai’s lat-
est book, Gods, Guns and Missionaries traces the making
of the modern Hindu identity under the influence of colonial-
ism. In this interview, he speaks about the Hindu-Christian
encounter which resulted in modifications on both sides,
how the European perception of the unique culture had much
to do with the socio-political events of the time and the rise
of militant Hinduism. Excerpts:

Was there a sense of being a Hindu in the precolonial
era? If so, how did the religious identity emerge and evolve?

Yes, there was. For instance, in Eknath’s 16th-cen-
tury Hindu-Turk Samvad, a Brahmin and a Muslim debate
one another. The latter lampoons the epics, the Vedas,
temple worship, sadhus, ritualism and much else. The Brah-
min similarly attacks the Islamic goat sacrifice, the call to
prayer and points to the contradictions he sees between
Quranic teachings and Muslim conduct. So yes, people did
possess outlines for both groups. And yet, awareness of
being Hindu did not mean that the term itself was used with
uniformity across the country. It was a fuzzy, shape-shift-
ing, evolving phenomenon. It was only in the modern period
— under colonialism and in the encounter with Christianity
— that solid boundaries emerged.

You write that when Europeans first encountered Hin-
duism, their ideas of the religion, “were shaped by their own
cultural and political preoccupations”. Could you explain?

As Christianity spread in Europe, old pagan cults and
systems were deemed not just barbaric but Satanic. The
idea emerged that any gods worshipped through images
were really agents of the devil, that idols contained demonic
forces. In time, as Europeans encountered Hindu temples
and deities in India, they applied the same lens here. It did
not help that representations of, say, Narasimha or Kali have
a fierce character. To Europeans, these figures could never
be forms of gods, only servants of Satan. So, many con-
cluded that just as Europe had been under the wicked eye
of the devil until saved by Christianity, India also needed to
be liberated from paganism through the light of the Bible.

In their encounter with European missionaries, did Hin-
dus absorb any of the Christian ethos in their own religious
framework? If so, was it a way to resist conversions or due
to a sense of admiration towards the alien culture?

The Hindu-Christian encounter features both. Each side
adapted. Christianity in the South absorbed ideas of caste
and ritual purity. For instance, we see missionaries dress
like Hindu gurus and adopt Brahmin customs. Meanwhile,
as India came under the White man’s rule, Hindus endorsed
many Western frames of thinking. Raja Ram Mohan Roy is
a case in point. Just as Protestant missionaries claimed
that original Christianity was “corrupted” by the Catholic
church, until rescued by the Protestant Reformation, Roy
began to picture a pristine, abstract, monotheistic Hindu-
ism, corrupted by Brahmins into idolatry; he promoted the
idea of a Hindu Reformation. Equally, he resisted conver-
sion, seeing in it not a question of religious choice alone but
a political enterprise. Besides, the Advaitic idea of divinity
was, to him, superior to Christian conceptions of god. So
instead of converting, he urged Hindus to “revert” to “origi-
nal”, pristine Hinduism.

When and how did militant Hinduism emerge?
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Who is a Hindu? This question has bewil-
dered many for centuries. Hinduism has through
the years gone through several layers of evolu-
tion. As European power grew in the Indian sub-
continent in the 16th and 17th centuries, the reli-
gion underwent yet another process of
reimagination

In a sense, we can trace a genealogy for militant Hin-
duism back to earlier times. History offers evidence of
friendly exchanges between Hindus and Muslims, but also
of animosity and tensions. It is against Islamic power that
we first find some hardening of the Hindu sense of self. And
under colonial rule this feeling grows more potent, not least
because of missionaries’ polemical attacks on Hindu cul-
ture. By the end of the 19th century, the word ‘Hindutva’
emerged, and figures like Tilak attempt to define it, before
Savarkar’s enduring version appears. This form of militant
Hinduism emerged due to a complicated interplay between
nationalism and communalism, which are modern forces.
It was able to do so because history supplied enough ingre-
dients to support such a turn. All political ideologies, after
all, are based on specific readings of the past.

What are your views on the modern historiography of
Hinduism? What are its biggest successes or failures?

It would be presumptuous of me to attempt to list out
successes and failures in a few lines. What excites me,
however, is that there is phenomenal work emerging on the
subject, not just by way of academic research but also via
people from within the tradition engaging with it in interest-
ing ways, be it in Sanskrit literature or so-called folk tradi-
tions. A lot of received wisdom and seemingly established
‘truths’ are being nuanced, there is greater acknowledgment
of complexity and a desire to rise above ideological per-
suasions and categorical statements. This is a healthy trend.

There is a popular perception that in the current politi-
cal environment, Hinduism has acquired an attention that
was denied to it so far. Would you agree with this idea?

These feelings are not new. As societies change, pros-
per and navigate new forces, they not only look to the fu-
ture but also examine the past afresh, sometimes in pur-
suit of emerging ideological goals. What you allude to is
probably the grievance many feel that Hinduism has been
subjected to disproportionate criticism. This is a debate |
do not wish to enter. But | can say that living in the age of
Hindutva, there is naturally a greater appetite to study Hin-
duism, including to examine contradictions between the
political face of the Hindu identity and Hinduism’s religious
evolution. In practice, Hindutva stresses regimentation; Hin-
duism, though, has historically not been a regimented sys-
tem. Many understandably find Hindutva disagreeable there-
fore. But the more interesting historical question to ask is,
whether, in the long arc of Hinduism’s evolution, this too is
another milestone.
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How India can become the
world’s leading startup ecosystem

-

India’s startup ecosystem has witnessed extraordinary
growth, transforming from a fledgling stage to becoming the
world’s third-largest hub for innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. With over 1,30,000 recognised startups today — up
from approximately 400 in 2015-16 — India’s progress is
remarkable. During this period, startup funding grew 15
times, the number of investors increased nine-fold, and the
number of incubators rose seven-fold. This transformation
owes much to India’s robust digital public infrastructure,
which has addressed pressing global challenges such as
achieving Sustainable Development Goals, combating cli-
mate change, fostering financial inclusion, and improving
agricultural productivity.

India stands at the threshold of a technological revolu-
tion, presenting immense opportunities in areas such as
artificial intelligence (Al), machine learning (ML), big data,
energy transition, electric vehicles (EVs), quantum com-
puting, genomics, 3D printing, robotics, drones, and space
exploration. The government has actively fostered this
progress through initiatives like the National Quantum Mis-
sion, India Al Mission, and Semiconductor Mission, along-
side allocating Rs 1 lakh crore for research and develop-
ment (R&D).Progressive policies have opened up new sec-
tors, including space, geospatial technology, defence, and
drones, encouraging startups to venture into cutting-edge
domains. Realising the full potential of these advancements
requires collaboration between policymakers, entrepre-
neurs, and educational institutions.Despite their success,
Indian startups, particularly in deep tech sectors, face chal-
lenges in accessing patient capital. The Fund of Funds for
Startups (FFS), launched in 2016, has been a game
changer. With Rs 11,688 crore committed through 151 AlFs,
it has catalysed a capital pool of Rs 81,000 crore, creating
a significant multiplier effect.However, India needs a
specialised fund of funds for deep tech startups that require
long-term investments. Increasing domestic capital sources
is also essential. Although Indian startups raised over $12
billion in 2024, about 75 per cent of this funding came from
international sources. Large domestic institutions like insur-
ance companies and pension funds can allocate a portion
of their surpluses to support startups, while family offices
and businesses should take on more active roles as angel
investors.Private equity (PE) and venture capital (VC) have
significantly shaped India’s startup ecosystem. Funding from
these sources grew from $19.7 billion in 2015 to a peak of
$77.07 billion in 2021, and in early 2024 alone, it stood at
$49.54 billion. Over 50 per cent of India’s unicorns have
been backed by PE and VC investments.

To ensure sustainability, domestic funds must grow
and focus on long-term value creation. A shift toward prof-
itability, quality over quantity, and more robust business mod-
els can help startups achieve sustainable growth.In design-
ing Startup India, we prioritised avoiding excessive regula-
tions that could hinder startups. India’s startup ecosystem
thrives on minimal regulatory interference, fostering inno-
vation. However, recent incidents of corporate mismanage-
ment in startups such as Byju’s, Dunzo, and BharatPe have
raised concerns. Startups must adopt self-regulation frame-
works that emphasise accountability, transparency, and
ethical conduct. This involves strong mentorship, profes-
sional boards, and sound financial management. Venture
capitalists and angel investors play a vital role by ensuring
governance and mentoring startups to balance growth with
long-term stability.

India’s premier educational institutions, including the
IITs, IIMs, and IlITs, are integral to the startup ecosystem,
producing skilled professionals and fostering innovation. To
keep pace with emerging needs, curricula must address
skill shortages in areas such as product development, data
science, and Al-ML. Collaboration between academia and
industry is vital to ensure that educational programmes align
with market needs. Programmes for internships, appren-
ticeships, and recruitment can attract talent to startups and
bridge existing skill gaps.As new technologies disrupt in-
dustries, regulators must adapt to the changing landscape.
India’s regulatory framework must balance innovation with
oversight, enabling startups to thrive while mitigating risks
associated with unregulated growth. Pro-innovation policies
will be crucial in maintaining India’s competitive edge.India
produces approximately 24,000 PhD graduates annually,
driving advancements in science and engineering. How-
ever, the country paid $14.3 billion in IPR royalties in 2024,
while earning only $1.5 billion, highlighting a significant gap.
Greater innovation and breakthroughs are essential to bridge
this gap. Creating a vibrant ideas ecosystem, one that re-
wards and protects intellectual property, can establish In-
dia as a global hub for innovation. Startups must lead this
charge, contributing to advancements in science, technol-
ogy, and intellectual property.

most readIndia’s startup ecosystem is no longer con-
fined to metro cities like Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Delhi.
Nearly 50 per cent of the country’s startups originate from
Tier Il and Tier Il cities, including emerging hubs like Indore,
Jaipur, and Ahmedabad. With nearly half of India’s urban
population living in smaller cities, these regions offer im-
mense potential for growth. Tech companies are increas-
ingly establishing operations in cities such as Chandigarh,
Visakhapatnam, and Ahmedabad. Supporting these regional
hubs with infrastructure, educational opportunities, and
inclusivity — especially by increasing women'’s represen-
tation in leadership roles — will unlock untapped talent and
drive innovation.India is well-positioned to become the
world’s leading startup ecosystem. Favourable policies, a
thriving culture of innovation, and collaborative efforts across
sectors provide the foundation for scaling startups into glo-
bal enterprises. As India works towards its vision of Viksit
Bharat by 2047, startups will play a pivotal role in driving
economic growth, creating jobs, and positioning the coun-
try as a leader in innovation.

One year of Modi 3.0: Complex foreign
policy challenges in a chaotic Trump world

When Narendra Modi became Prime Minister for a third
term in June 2024, Joe Biden was projected to be in a close
race with Donald Trump for a second term in the White
House, India’s border standoff with China had been ongo-
ing for four years, Sheikh Hasina had been at the helm of
Bangladesh for 16 years, and in Pakistan, the army had
propped up a new coalition government. Significantly, there
had been no major attack by Pakistan-sponsored terrorists
since February 2019.

Avyear on, almost everything has changed. Trump has
made a phenomenal political comeback, Indian and Chi-
nese troops have disengaged in Ladakh, Hasina has been
ousted from power, and India has had a four-day military
confrontation with Pakistan after a massive terror attack
targeted civilian tourists in Pahalgam.

Since he took charge as President in January, Donald
Trump’s actions have plunged the world into uncertainty.His
tariffs on countries around the world have caused massive
disruptions in trade and markets, and India has been pushed
into negotiating a trade deal with the US.To signal intent to
his domestic base, Trump has made a spectacle of the
deportation of illegal immigrants — planeloads of Indians,
too, have been returned in shackles.He has gone after uni-
versities like Harvard and Columbia and foreign students in
the US, putting several Indian students under scrutiny and
causing widespread concern.

With a number exceeding 3.3 lakh, Indians make up
one of the largest foreign student cohorts in the US. New
Delhi’s diplomatic challenge in Washington has become
more complicated in Trump’s world.After four-and-a-half
years of confrontation, India and China agreed to disengage
troops at two remaining friction points in Depsang and
Demchok in eastern Ladakh in October, and to resume
patrolling.Prime Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping met
and decided to move towards normalising ties — steps are
being taken to organise the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra for
Indian pilgrims; talks are underway to restart direct flights,
remove curbs on visas for the Chinese, share trans-border
river data, and resume exchange of journalists.But more
than 50,000 troops remain deployed on the icy heights,
awaiting the next steps of de-escalation and de-induction.

After 16 years in power, the Awami League regime in
Bangladesh collapsed like a house of cards in the face of
street protests from students and activists backed by the
political opposition in July-August last year. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina fled, and has been living in India since Au-
gust 5.Following the chaotic transition to an interim govern-
ment led by Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus, New
Delhi’s ties with Dhaka have suffered. Islamists and a spec-
trum of opportunists have gone after those aligned with
Hasina’s regime. Minorities, including Hindus, who benefited
from Hasina'’s secularist politics, have been attacked, pro-
voking a very strong response from New Delhi. Bangladesh
has asked for Hasina to be extradited but India has taken
the call of giving her refuge. Yunus has played the China
card, and New Delhi has tightened screws on visas and
trade.India will now be watching how inclusive and demo-
cratic Bangladesh’s elections, scheduled for April 2026, turn
out to be.India responded to the killing of 26 civilians in
Pahalgam first with diplomatic steps — putting the Indus
Waters Treaty in abeyance, scrapping all visas and trade,
and expelling Pakistani diplomats en masse — and then
with the military step of launching attacks on nine terrorist
locations, including headquarters of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and

Jaish-e-Mohammed.Following four days of military confron-
tation, during which China’s arms support to Pakistan was
evident, a ceasefire was announced. India subsequently
spelt out the new normal in its dealings with Pakistan, vow-
ing a response whenever a terror attack takes place again.In
a world made chaotic by Trump’s turbulent presidency, In-
dia continues to face challenges posed by Pakistan, and
China, which continues to stand firmly with its “all-weather
friend” and ally.Moving ahead, President Trump, President
Xi, and General Asim Munir will test New Delhi’s diplomatic
skills and capacity.

ndian astronaut Shubhanshu
Shukla toboard ISS via
Axiom’s Ax-4 mission

New Delhi: Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla is set
to inspire an entire generation as he becomes the first In-
dian to reach the International Space Station (ISS) on Tues-
day. After two previous delays, US-based Axiom Space is
scheduled to launch its Mission-4 (Ax-4), carrying Shukla
along with three other astronauts from the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket

While Shukla will be the first Indian on the ISS, he will
become the second Indian to travel to space — after Rakesh
Sharma, who flew to the Soviet space station Salyut 7 in
1984.During a recent press conference, Shukla said he is
“extremely confident of success during Mission-4.” Speak-
ing to IANS in March, he shared his aspiration to “inspire
this entire generation to pursue careers in space,” citing
Sharma as a major source of personal motivation.

Shukla will serve as pilot for the mission, alongside
Commander Peggy Whitson (USA). The other crew mem-
bers are mission specialists Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski
(Poland) and Tibor Kapu (Hungary).Once aboard the ISS,
IAF Group Captain Shukla is expected to conduct exclu-
sive experiments related to food and nutrition. The experi-
ments have been developed through a collaboration between
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)and the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), with support from

INS Surat, INS Nilgiri and INS Vaghsheer
commissioned: Three cheers for Indian Navy

Three frontline combatants — INS Nilgiri, lead ship of
the Project 17A stealth frigate class, INS Surat, fourth and
final ship of the Project 15B stealth destroyer class, and
INS Vaghsheer, sixth and final submarine of the Scorpene-
class project — were commissioned in the Indian Navy at
the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai on Wednesday.INS
NilgiriThe Nilgiri-class stealth frigate, built under the
codename Project 17A, is a follow-on vessel of the Shivalik
class or Project 17 frigates that are currently in service.

INS Nilgiri is the first of seven frigates in Project 17A
being built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL),
Mumbai, and Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers
(GRSE), Kolkata. This class of ships has an “integrated
construction” philosophy, which involves extensive pre-out-
fitting at the block stages to reduce overall building
periods.The multi-mission frigates are capable of operating
in a “blue water” environment — in the deep seas far from
the coast — and deal with both conventional and non-con-
ventional threats. With their versatile weapons and capa-
bilities, these ships can play a crucial role in anti-surface,
anti-air, and anti-submarine warfare. The ships are fitted with
a supersonic surface-to-surface missile system, a Medium
Range Surface-to-Air Missiles (MRSAM) system, a 76
millimetre upgraded gun, and a combination of rapid-fire
close-in weapon systems.naval ship A destroyer, a frigate,
and a submarine have been commissioned together for the
first time.The keel of INS Nilgiri was laid on December 28,
2017, and the ship was launched into water on September
28, 2019. It sailed out for maiden sea trials in August last
year, andunderwent a comprehensive schedule of trials in
harbour and at sea, leading up to its delivery to the Navy on
December 20 last year.The other six ships of this class —
Himgiri, Taragiri, Udaygiri, Dunagiri, and Vindhyagiri— are
at various stages of construction at MDL, Mumbai, and
GRSE, Kolkata.INS SuratThe fourth and final stealth guided
missile destroyer under Project 15B follows INS
Visakhapatnam, INS Mormugao, and INS Imphal, which
were commissioned over the past three years.

INS Surat is the Indian Navy’s first Al (artificial intelli-
gence) enabled warship, which will utilise indigenously de-
veloped Al solutions to enhance its operational efficiency
manifold.Over the past decade, guided missile destroyers
of the Kolkata class built under the project codenamed 15A
— INS Kolkata, INS Kochi, and INS Chennai — have been
commissioned into the Navy.To build an advanced variant
of the Kolkata class, a contract for the construction of four
more guided missile destroyers under the project
codenamed 15B was signed in January 2011.

Designed by the Warship Design Bureau, the Indian
Navy’s in-house warship design unit, and built by MDL, the

four ships under Project 15B are named after major cities
in the four corners of the country.Destroyers are a category
of warships that have high speed and manoeuvrability,
greater strike capability, and longer endurance, because of
which they are a key asset in various types of naval opera-
tions, mainly offensive.With their modern sensors and com-
munication facilities, these ships are a key asset in “net-
work-centric” warfare, in which information technology and
computer networking tools are used to form networks of
various force elements that are in play in conflict
scenarios.A guided missile destroyer with a displacement
of 7,400 tonnes and overall length of 164 metres, INS Surat
is a potent and versatile platform equipped with state-of-
the-art weapons and sensors, including surface-to-air mis-
siles, anti-ship missiles, and torpedoes.Powered by a Com-
bined Gas and Gas (COGAG) propulsion set comprising
four gas turbines, it has achieved speeds in excess of 30
knots (56 km/h) during sea trials.

INS VaghsheerINS Vaghsheer is the sixth and final
submarine of the modern stealthy Kalvari class built under
Project 75.The design of the Kalvari class of submarines is
based on the Scorpene class designed and developed by
the French defence major Naval Group (formerly DCNS),
and the Spanish state-owned entity Navantia. They have die-
sel electric transmission systems, and are primarily “at-
tack” or “hunter-killer” submarines — which means they
are designed to target and sink adversary naval
vessels.According to officials, this is one of the world’s most
silent and versatile diesel-electric class of submarines. Itis
designed to undertake a wide range of missions, including
anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine warfare, intelligence
gathering, area surveillance, and special operations.

The submarines are armed with wire-guided torpedoes,
anti-ship missiles, and advanced sonar systems, and fea-
ture modular construction that allows for future upgrades
such as the integration of Air Independent Propulsion (AIP)
technology.The AIP systems, which significantly enhance
the submerged endurance of a diesel electric submarine,
are expected to be installed on this class of submarines
from 2026 onward.The submarines in the current Kalvari
class take their names from now-decommissioned classes
of submarines named Kalvari — including Kalvari, Khanderi,
Karanj — and the Vela class, which included Vela, Vagir,
Vagshir. The erstwhile Kalvari and Vela classes were one
of the earliest submarines of the Indian Navy after Indepen-
dence, which belonged to the Soviet-origin Foxtrot class of
vessels.Vaghsheer is named after a type of sandfish found
in the Indian Ocean.Three vessels togetherPrime Minister
Narendra Modi, who presided over the commissioning cer-
emony, said that for the first time, a destroyer, a frigate,
and a submarine were joining the Indian Navy together.“It
is a matter of pride that all the three frontline platforms are
made in India,” he said.A Navy veteran said: “If we con-
sider the journeys of these three categories of ships, the
time taken from the drawing board design to the commis-
sioning is anywhere between 10 and 15 years. Which
means that work on the ships that were commissioned to-
day started that long ago.”The Navy veteran said the addi-
tion of these three vessels was “a step towards achieving
the force level required for the Navy to be a formidable de-
terrent against any regional threats, and to bolster India’s
strategic maritime influence in the Indian Ocean Region and
beyond”.In his speech at the commissioning ceremony, the
PM said: “India has emerged as the first responder in the
Indian Ocean Region.”The Indian Navy has in recent times
saved hundreds of lives and secured national and interna-
tional cargo worth thousands of crores, increasing global
trust in India, the Indian Navy, and the Coast Guard, the
Prime Minister said.The PM emphasised the dual impor-
tance of commissioning of the three ships from both the
military and economic perspective.

Behind MHA move on Gurpatwant Pannun case:
Clean slate with Trump Govt, show of due process

Behind MHA move on Pannun case: Clean slate with
Trump Govt, show of due processWhile it is now up to the
government to accept the committee's recommendations,
the decision to announce the report at this point is guided
by at least seven factors that make it important in terms of
its timing and what it means.The Ministry of Home Affairs’
statement on the committee recommending “legal action
against an individual” comes just days before Donald Trump
is sworn in as the US President on January 20.

The government has not taken any names, but the
US had earlier alleged the involvement of Vikash Yadav, a
former Indian official, in a foiled plot to kill Khalistan sepa-
ratist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in New York in 2023.While
it is now up to the government to accept the committee’s
recommendations, the decision to announce the report at
this point is guided by at least seven factors that make it
important in terms of its timing and what it means.” First,
the timing of the report suggests that India wants to ap-
proach the new Trump administration with a clean slate —
so that the baggage of the previous administration doesn’t
cast a shadow on future bilateral ties. The fact that the gov-
ernment hosted outgoing National Security Advisor (NSA)
Jake Sullivan in Delhi in early January and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met the incoming NSA-designate
Mike Waltz in December last week signals that India doesn’t
want the Pannun assassination plot to cast a shadow on
future engagements. Also, it wants to insulate the process
from being weaponised by the incoming Trump administra-
tion.

* Second, India has responded to the calls by the US
government under outgoing President Joe Biden, and the
two indictments filed by US federal prosecutors. The report
is an admission of the involvement of an Indian national in
the alleged plot to kill Pannun, a US-Canadian national, on
US soil.* Third, it seeks to portray that “due process” was
followed before taking any action. The fact that the panel
took over 14 months to come out with its findings and rec-
ommendations signals that it followed some process. The
MHA statement calls it a “long enquiry”, reflecting the pro-
cess. It says the committee “conducted its own investiga-
tions” and also “pursued leads provided by the US side”. It
received “full cooperation” from US authorities and the two
sides also “exchanged visits”. The committee “further ex-
amined a number of officials from different agencies” and
also “scrutinised relevant documents” in this connection.
All this portrays that due process was followed.

* Fourth, India has distanced the government from the
“individual”. It has said the committee recommended legal
action against an individual, whose “earlier criminal links
and antecedents also came to notice during the enquiry”.
This signals that Delhi wants to portray Yadav as a ‘rogue’
element in the establishment, a ‘lone wolf’ who did not have
patronage or support of any senior officials.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs’
statement on the committee
recommending “legal action
against an individual” comes
just days before Donald Trump
is sworn in as the US President
on January 20.

* Fifth, the committee, by recommending that “legal
action must be completed expeditiously”, has sought to put
a lid on the question of Yadav being extradited and tried by
the US courts. The judicial process in India will take prece-
dence over any attempt to bring him to justice in the US.

* Sixth, the US has consistently asked for “account-
ability”. Signalling that checks and balances will be put in
place to avoid a similar situation in the future, the MHA state-
ment says the committee has “further recommended func-
tional improvements in systems and procedures as also
initiation of steps that could strengthen India’s response ca-
pability, ensure systematic controls and coordinated action
in dealing with matters like this”.

* Seventh, the seriousness with which India has ap-
proached the indictments filed by the US and the attitude
towards Canada’s allegations — that Indian government
agents were involved in the killing of Khalistan separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar — shows the asymmetry in power
dynamics between the two countries. But, more importantly,
the recommendation of “legal action” gives a window of op-
portunity to the next Canadian leader — after Justin Trudeau
— to try to mend the bilateral relationship that has soured in
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Stock markets surge in early trade tracking rally

in global peers,

TR

Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty surged in
early trade on Monday tracking a rally in global markets
and upbeat investors’ sentiment following the Reserve
Bank’s jumbo rate cut of 50 basis points.The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 480.01 points to 82,669 in early trade. The
50-share NSE Nifty surged 157.05 points to 25,160.10From
the Sensex firms, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tata Motors, Axis
Bank, Maruti, Infosys, HCL Tech, Tech Mahindra and Bajaj
Finance were the biggest gainers.However, Bharti Airtel,
Eternal, ICICI Bank, Adani Ports and Tata Steel were the

RBI’s jumbo rate cut Mumbai

laggards.In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai’s SSE Composite index and
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng were trading in the positive terri-
tory.

Foreign Institutional Investors (Flls) bought equities
worth Rs 1,009.71 crore on Friday, according to exchange
data.“The monetary bazooka fired by the RBI on Friday will
keep the market spirits alive in the near-term. But this is not
sufficient to sustain the rally triggered on Friday. More im-
portant is the trend in earnings growth. Q4 results indicate
better earnings growth for midcaps. But large and small caps
continue to struggle,” VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, said.“Nifty bulls are
back in action after the RBI surprised with a jumbo 50 bps
rate cut, igniting hopes of an economic boost and lower EMIs
for the common man. This move, along with Wall Street’s
rally above the 6,000 mark and renewed US-China trade
optimism, has triggered a wave of buying,” Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, said.On Friday,
the 30-share BSE Sensex ended the day higher by 746.95
points or 0.92 per cent at 82,188.99. The Nifty reclaimed
the 25,000-level and climbed 252.15 points or 1.02 per cent
to settle at 25,003.05.

Eye on strong export advantage, India not
keen to dent Turkey trade ties with curbs

Eye on strong export advantage, India not keen to dent
Turkey trade ties with curbsThe trade surplus assumes sig-
nificance as India’s outbound shipments to Turkey largely
consist of industrial exports, such as engineering goods,
electronics, and organic and inorganic chemicals, which
have increased over the past five years.

Amid moves to curb the role of Turkish companies in
critical infrastructure, citing national security grounds, there
is palpably less appetite within the Government to extend
this approach to the bilateral trade basket despite calls from
industry groups to ban the import of items such as apples
and marbles. Reason: India runs a $2.73 billion bilateral
goods trade surplus and any blockade could be counter-
productive.

“We have received a number of representations to ban
imports from Turkey. Apple-growers from Himachal
Pradesh have sought a ban on apple imports from Turkey.
But India runs a trade surplus with Turkey and we have to
keep in mind our exporters’ interests too. It (a trade ban)
could be a strong geopolitical message, but it's about how
far you want to take it,” a Government official told . The trade
surplus assumes significance as India’s outbound ship-
ments to Turkey largely consist of industrial exports, such
as engineering goods, electronics, and organic and inor-
ganic chemicals, which have increased over the past five
years. In contrast, Turkey’s exports to India are largely lim-
ited to fruits, nuts, gold and marble. Turkey had also stepped
up petroleum product imports from India following the
Ukraine war but this category has seen a significant de-
cline in FY25.Last month, apple-growers from Himachal met
Union Commerce Ministry officials to seek a ban on apple
imports, stating that subsidised apples from Turkey are crip-
pling the domestic horticulture economy and pushing or-
chardists in the state into financial distress. According to
them, apples are not just a commercial crop but the eco-
nomic backbone of hill states.Marble processors from
Udaipur also wrote to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
last month seeking import curbs on marble from Turkey,
citing its support to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor —
India imports the majority of its marble from Turkey.Official
trade data showed that exports to Turkey in FY25 totalled
$5.72 billion, largely driven by engineering exports, which
comprise over 50 per cent at $3 billion. Notably, the Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector dominated
the segment, contributing nearly 35-40 per cent.

Turkey’s support for Pakistan, including supplies of

drones, during Op Sindoor had led to India cancelling the
security clearance for Turkish aviation firm Celebi — and
tourism numbers to Turkey showing a sharp dip. But India
holds the edge in bilateral trade: exports in FY25 totalled
$5.72 bn, driven by engineering exports, while imports stood
at $2.99 bn, mainly of fruits and nuts.Imports from Turkey
during the last financial year stood at $2.99 billion — im-
ports in the fruits and nuts category were $107.12 million,
up nearly 10 per cent from $96.82 million the previous fi-
nancial year. India also imported gold worth $270.83 million
from Turkey in FY25 — 159.02 per cent higher than the
$104.56 million worth of gold imports in FY24.Last month,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) had revoked
the security clearance of the Indian arm of Turkey-head-
quartered airport ground-handling major Celebi Aviation
Holding on grounds related to “national security”.However,
the Bombay High Court on May 26 temporarily halted
Mumbai International Airport Limited (MIAL) from finalising
tenders for ground and bridge handling services until Celebi’s
plea against its contract termination is heard after the court
reopens in June.The Indian Express reported last month
that Indian tourists are increasingly cancelling holidays to
Turkey and Azerbaijan, which had also supported Pakistan,
as reflected in visa applications. While Turkey registered 3
lakh Indian tourists in 2024, Azerbaijan saw 2.44 lakh. In-
dustry representatives expect that a chunk of these num-
bers will now be diverted to Central Asian countries such
as Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.Ravi Dutta Mishra is a Prin-
cipal Correspondent with The Indian Express, covering
policy issues related to trade, commerce, and banking. He
has over five years of experience and has previously worked
with Mint, CNBC-TV18, and other news outlets. ... Read
More

New base year for GDP, CPI, IIP from early 2026;
Services survey from Jan: MoSPI Secretary

With the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) undertaking a base revision exercise
and expansion of its data indicators, the key economic
datasets — GDP, IIP and CP| — will see a new base from
next year onwards, MoSPI Secretary Saurabh Garg said.
In an interview with Aanchal Magazine, Garg also said that
the weights and items for the new retail inflation basket will
now be linked with Household Consumption and Expendi-
ture Survey (HCES) 2023-24 instead of the earlier decision
to derive it from HCES 2022-23. Edited excerpts:

At what stage is the statistics ministry on revision of
base years for GDP, IIP and CPI? By when can we expect
the base revision?

The base year revision exercise of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), Index of Industrial Production (lIP) and Con-
sumer Price Index (CPl) is currently underway. For GDP,
the new series is scheduled to be released on February 27,
2026 with financial year 2022-23 as base year. For IIP, 2022
-28 has been tentatively identified as the revised base. IIP
on revised base would be released from 2026-27. For CPI,
2024 has been identified as the revised base year as the
item basket and the weightage of the items would be de-
cided based on the NSO’s Household Consumer Expendi-
ture Survey (HCES) conducted in 2023-24. The new CPI
series is expected to be published from the first quarter of
2026.

You mentioned that the item basket and the items’
weightage for inflation would be decided based on HCES
2023-24. Some of the earlier statements from the Ministry
had pointed out that the item basket would be based on
HCES 2022-23. So, is it 2022-23 or 2023-247

Initially, the Ministry decided to use 2022-23 HCES
data for deriving weights and item basket for CPI base
updation. Now since data for HCES 2023-24 is released
and available for use, the Ministry has decided to use the
latest data that is HCES 2023-24 data for deriving weights
and item basket for the new series.How are the shares of
segments in the CPI basket going to change? There were
indications earlier that the housing segment will go beyond
the government accommodation to capture the real picture
of rentals and housing prices. What are the other items that
will be included afresh or see a tweak in the current inflation
basket?

For the new CPI series with base year 2024, the item
basket will be based on data from HCES 2023-24. The
finalisation of both the item basket and the weighting dia-
gram is currently in progress.

In the new series, dwellings provided by the govern-

ment or employers will not be covered. To better capture
the true picture of rental and housing prices, rental data from
rural areas is being explored.

In December 2024, MoSPI had floated a discussion
paper on how to put Public Distribution System (PDS) items,
free social transfers, in the new retail inflation index. How
has been the response? How has the Ministry decided to
include the PDS items in the new inflation index?

The methodology for incorporating free PDS items in
CPlis under discussion in the Ministry. MOSPI will release
a white paper on the methodology in the public domain after
its finalisation.

As part of its expansion of statistical indicators, what
are the new databases being tapped by the MoSPI? What
are the collaborations being done with other departments
and ministries to improve the statistical indicators of MoSPI?

In GDP calculation, in addition to the use of data from
Controller General of Accounts, MCA-21, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), etc. as was done in the previous base revi-
sion exercise, use of GST data, E-Vahan portal, UPI trans-
action data from NPCI, etc. (will be done) by NSO. MoSPI
has tapped the GSTN database for conducting Annual Sur-
vey of Service Sector Enterprises (ASSSE), which is new
in the NSS ecosystem.For the new CPI series, MoSPI is
expanding its approach by exploring alternative data
sources, such as online platforms for airfare, rail fare, OTT
platforms and administrative records for price data of petrol,
diesel and LPG. Discussions are ongoing with IRCTC, the
Ministry of Railways, and the Petroleum Planning and Analy-
sis Cell (PPAC) under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas for direct transfer of data for integration in CPI.

The Ministry is exploring the use of scanner data and
web scraping to enhance the accuracy, efficiency and com-
prehensiveness of price data collection. The possibility of
collecting price data from e-commerce websites is also
being considered.

When is the next Economic Census going to be
launched? What will be the changes in the statistical design
forit?

Approval for the conduct of the next Economic Cen-
sus is awaited. Preparatory activities for the same are un-
derway. The EC will commence as soon as the approval
process is completed.This time, the Ministry intends to
make EC tech-driven by making use of end-to-end digital
solutions having modules for data collection through mo-
bile devices, data supervision & monitoring, data process-
ing & report generation and dissemination dashboard.

What is the COVID-19
Explained

situation in India?

The story so far: After a rise in COVID-19 numbers in
Southeast Asia, India has started to show an uptick in the
number of cases over the last couple of weeks. The num-
bers slowly grew to hit 5,755 cases (as of Saturday 5:30
pm) as per the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19 dashboard.

What is the medical advice?

The same dashboard states that 5,484 people have
been discharged. Even as the numbers rise, doctors and
experts have repeatedly stated that seasonal spikes and
dips in COVID-19 cases are to be expected, since it had
moved from a pandemic to an endemic infection. The
COVID-19 virus is co-circulating with other seasonal vi-
ruses, they point out, and currently the dominant strain is
an Omicron sub-variant from which the subcontinent has
adequate immunity. The cases have not been severe; from
the point of transmissibility too, the RO (reproductive num-
ber) is not that worrying to indicate a high contagion factor.

What is the situation in the country today?

As of now, the variants of COVID-19 doing the rounds
in India are descendants of the Omicron variant, first re-
ported in November 2021. The emerging sub-variants,
NB.1.8.1 and LF.7, driving the current COVID-19 surge are
descendants of JN.1, a sub-lineage of the Omicron BA.2.86
variant. In Kerala for instance, a senior health department
official said that “almost all of the samples sent for whole
genome sequencing from the State have shown that the
circulating virus variant is LF.1, one of the descendants of
Omicron, the immune evasiveness of which is quite well-
known.” Cases have mostly been mild, according to the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The reported
symptoms are those of the common cold or seasonal flu,
including fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, headache,
fatigue, body aches, and loss of appetite. P. Senthur Nambi,
senior consultant, Infectious Diseases, Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai, said most of the COVID-19 patients he had seen
so far have done well. “Most of them had only an upper
respiratory infection. These patients were managed based
on their symptoms and most of them did not require any
COVID specific antiviral medications. Prior exposure to the
infection, the effects of the vaccines taken or a combina-
tion of both factors with vaccine-induced antibodies could
be playing a protective role,” he explained. “The key differ-
ence with these new strains,” said Sujan Bardhan, consult-
ant (Tuberculosis and chest diseases), Narayana Hospi-
tal, R.N. Tagore Hospital, Kolkata, “is their speed, not their
severity. Hospitals are well-prepared and the healthcare
system remains under no immediate strain. Nonetheless,
the importance of basic preventive measures cannot be
overstated.”

What is the vaccine position?

India launched the world’s largest COVID-19
immunisation drive in January 2021. To date, over 220 crore
doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been administered in
the country as per the CoWIN dashboard. These were pri-
marily of the two vaccines available then, AstraZeneca’s
Covishield and Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin.Rajiv Bahl, Direc-
tor General of ICMR, has said there is absolutely no need
to initiate mass booster doses for COVID-19 vaccines at
present, and neither is there a direction from the Central
government on this. As cases rise, Dr. Bahl noted that indi-
vidual doctors could recommend booster doses to patients
on a case-to-case basis.He further explained that the need
for mass vaccination, while not felt at present, could arise,
with perhaps a mutation in the virus or its spread. “For that,
India already has the capacity to scale up production and
provide for the general public. We have done this before
and there is no need to panic,” he said. Since vaccines which
were stocked and used in 2021 and 2022 have now fallen
into disuse and expired, there are no stocks at present, a
government official said. The official, however, added that
the government could direct manufacturers to produce more
stocks as and when necessary. Most States, including
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and West Bengal, have no
stocks or supplies of the vaccine at present either in the
government or private sector.

“By the time Omicron ran its course, almost all of our
population had been exposed to the virus. Even when this

antibody protection wanes, the long-term immune memory
remains. This innate immunity plus the vaccine-derived im-
munity through good coverage of the initial two doses means
that most people have strong hybrid immunity against
COVID-19,” the Kerala health department official said. Pre-
vious vaccines may not be very effective against the Omi-
cron variants but would, however, offer protection against
serious forms of the disease.Though two indigenously de-
veloped nasal vaccines specifically targeting the Omicron
variant from Bharat Biotech and Indian Immunologicals, as
well as another vaccine for the Omicron variant, were made
available in the Indian market, the uptake was low, doctors
said.Kiran Madala, a Hyderabad-based doctor, part of an
international group of genetic epidemiologists under the
COVID Treatment Exchange Organisation, said the cur-
rent World Health Organization guidelines recommend vac-
cines primarily for individuals above 70 years of age, those
who are immunocompromised, and patients with multiple
co-morbidities. Children, especially those aged two to six
years, do not need vaccination unless they have underly-
ing health issues or are immunosuppressed. Dr. Nambi in
Chennai said some patients, those who have travel obliga-
tions, have requested the vaccines, but none are available
at present. “But | wish that there was an option of vaccina-
tion, not for the general population in large but for two sub-
sets of patient groups in whom the infection could cause
problems,” he said. One, those who have not received any
COVID-19 vaccines or missed an infection, leaving them
without immunity, while the second are those with co-mor-
bidities and who are immuno-compromised.

T. Jacob John, retired professor of clinical virology at
Christian Medical College, Vellore, also said that the eld-
erly and immunocompromised people needed to be vacci-
nated again, irrespective of whether they were fully vacci-
nated (two doses and a booster) or had been exposed to
the virus earlier.State governments, however, have taken
a more cautious stance: “Whether vaccination is required
or not depends on many factors,” said T. S.
Selvavinayagam, T.N. Director of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine. “We need to study the epidemiology of
the current cases before commenting on the requirement
for vaccination now.” Kerala has said it was “not advocat-
ing for or against COVID booster shots” because of the
lack of epidemiological data that booster doses offered en-
hanced protection against emerging immune-evasive vari-
ants.

What next?

The Delhi High Court, earlier this week, directed the
Centre to submit a thorough status report detailing its ac-
tions regarding the policy for sample collection, collection
centres, and transportation of samples. The court also
stressed urgency to finalise and implement Standard Op-
erating Procedures.As the virus continues to adapt, so must
we, Dr. Bardhan pointed out. Staying informed and follow-
ing trusted health sources, personal protection and hygiene
measures such as hand washing, avoiding crowded places
when possible or masking up, refraining from going out-
doors when ill and maintaining a healthy, well-balanced
lifestyle could help navigate this phase and any more to
come.Compiled by Zubeda Hamid, with inputs from C. Maya
in Kerala, Serena Josephine M. in Chennai, Bindu Shajan
Perappadan in Delhi, Afshan Yasmeen in Bengaluru,
Shrabana Chatterjee in Kolkata and Siddharth Kumar Singh
in Hyderabad.

Why calcium and iron supplements
should not be taken together

Are you one of those who has been advised to take
calcium and iron supplements to make up for deficiencies
but not found them to be effective enough? “That’s because
many do not know how to take them, the way they should
be gapped and the right time to take them,” says Dr Rommel

Tickoo, Director, Internal Medicine, Max
Healthcare.According to him, calcium and iron supplements
should never be taken together because they compete for
absorption in the digestive system, potentially reducing the
effectiveness of both. “Both calcium and iron use the same
pathways in the intestines for absorption and vice versa.
Taken together they could effectively cancel each other out.
That’s why when you pop both pills together after a meal,
you don’t see the intended effect,” he says.

How should one take iron and calcium supplements
during the day?

One must take them several hours apart. So one can
be taken in the morning while another can be taken in the
evening. There is no hard and fast rule but considering both
pregnant women and menopausal women need calcium, it
is best taken in the morning. That's because the higher ac-
tivity phase of the human body and the sunlight during the
day can enhance your body’s ability to absorb Vitamin D
better and metabolise this mineral. Also avoid taking cal-
cium at evening or night as the absorption is slower and
can cause calcium stagnation.For those needing a quick
boost of iron, taking it after they wake up works best be-
cause the body’s iron levels are typically at their lowest.

Should they be taken with meals or after them?

One must realise that both iron and calcium are ab-
sorbed best when the stomach is empty as food can deter
absorption. So make sure that you take them either 30 min-
utes before or at least two hours after a meal.Should one
avoid taking dairy foods, which contain calcium, before tak-
ing an iron supplement and iron-rich foods before taking

calcium pills?

There is no study that proves dietary calcium and iron
collide with supplements. Some foods contain oxalates and
phytates, both of which can bind to calcium and iron, limit-
ing their absorption. That’s why we insist on having supple-
ments before or well after a meal.

Who needs these supplements?

Iron plays a role in the production of red blood cells
and enzymes, enhancing the immune systems. So those
diagnosed with iron deficiency anemia or those at risk of
developing it, such as pregnant women, infants, children
and people with certain medical conditions need it.Calcium
supplements are generally recommended for those who
cannot get enough calcium through their diet, including those
following vegan diets, those with lactose intolerance, those
with certain digestive diseases, and pregnant, breastfeeding
and menopausal women.In children, calcium and iron are
critical for the nourishment and development of the skel-

The Ethics of Virtual Influencers

In an era where authenticity is currency, it’s ironic that
some of the internet’s most influential personalities aren’t
even real. Virtual influencers, computer-generated perso-
nas operated by teams of designers, marketers, and Al
engineers, have begun to dominate digital platforms once
ruled by human content creators. They collaborate with
brands, appear in fashion campaigns, promote social
causes, and amass millions of followers. But as their pres-
ence grows, so too does an urgent ethical debate: What
does it mean when influence is no longer rooted in lived
experience, but in carefully simulated narratives?The phe-
nomenon of virtual influencers isn’t new, but its current so-
phistication and scale are unprecedented. Lil Miquela, ar-
guably the poster child of this movement, emerged on
Instagram in 2016, posed as a 19-year-old Brazilian-Ameri-
can robot model, and has since partnered with major brands
like Prada, Samsung and Calvin Klein. Her carefully curated
persona of activist, fashion icon, and artist presents a ve-
neer of relatability and edge. And it works. She’s not just
accepted, she’s adored.But that adoration raises troubling
questions. Who is accountable when a virtual influencer
peddles unrealistic beauty standards, misrepresents a
marginalised identity, or expresses political views? Behind
these digital avatars are corporate teams, overwhelmingly
homogeneous and profit-driven, pulling the strings.
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Karun Nair’s journey from despair to

determination in his comeback to Test cricket.

GNS News Agency, June 16

In December 2022, in the middle of the domestic first-
class season in which he took no part, India’s second Test
triple-centurion took to Twitter (now X), pleading with ‘dear
cricket’ to ‘give me one more chance.’A string of poor scores
had led to his exclusion from the Karnataka team he had
captained not long back and he appeared at the end of his
tether, his unbeaten 303 against England in Chennaiin De-
cember 2016 a distant and painful memory despite the
magnitude of that accomplishment.

Karun’s triple-hundred came as a bolt from the blue.
Not that he didn’t have the skills or the ability — he had as-
siduously compiled a 14-and-a-half-hour 328 in the final of
the Raniji Trophy against Tamil Nadu in March 2015, which
Karnataka won by an innings — but it appeared dramati-
cally, without warning. In his two previous Test innings, he
had made 4 (run out after being sold a dummy by his cap-
tain Virat Kohli on debut in Mohali) and 13. There was no
indication that a big one was coming.At Chepauk, he posi-
tively filled his boots. India had already secured an invin-
cible 3-0 lead when they hosted England in the last of five
Tests. For the second game in a row, the visitors topped
400 (477) on batting first, and India had eased to 211 for
three when Karun strode out to join his state-mate K.L.
Rahul, opening the batting. In the aforementioned Raniji fi-
nal, the two came.together at 84 for five — Rahul had retired
hurt when the team was 16, and watched from the dress-
ing-room as Lakshmipathi Balaji ripped out the top order —
and put on 386, effectively slamming the door on Abhinav
Mukund’s side. Rahul’s contribution in Karnataka’s 762 was
a mellifluous 188.

This time, the situation wasn’t as dire but hey, this was
a Test match. Never mind if the series had been won or
lost, there was plenty at stake, for both batters. After smash-
ing 158 against West Indies in July, Rahul’s Test scores
read 50, 28, 32, 38, 0, 10 and 24 — a few starts, but nothing
substantial. As for Karun, his Test career had yet to take
off. The two men who had begun their representative
cricketing journeys at almost the same time lived out a
fairytale, adding 161 for the fourth wicket. Rahul eased to
199 when he lobbed leggie Adil Rashid to cover, exiting the
ground in unconcealed disappointment. Karun wasn’t go-
ing to look a gift horse in the mouth, flaying England to the
tune of 32 fours and four sixes while breezing to 303 off just
381 deliveries. Not quite in the Virender Sehwag league when
it came to rate of scoring but suddenly, Sehwag’s lonely
existence in the 300-club had come to an end.

It ought to have been the beginning. In a way it was,
but sadly, it was the beginning of the end, as callous as that
might sound. Karun played three of India’s next four Tests,
against Australia in March 2017, 54 runs in four innings with
a highest of 26 deemed enough of a sample size for him to
be benched. Not even a triple-century three months ago
bought him a lifeline. He was summarily discarded from
the playing Xl, and though he did travel to England in the
summer of 2018 for a four-Test series, his cup of woe spilled
over when mid-series reinforcement Hanuma Vihari was
given a debut in the final Test at The Oval while Karun con-
tinued to ferry drinks and watch wistfully, balefully, from the
sidelines.

For a professional sportsperson, the worst thing that
can happen is not being dropped so much as not being told
when one is not being considered. There were no clear lines
of communication from the team management — Kohli and
head coach Ravi Shastri — and Karun’s natural reserved
nature in a group he really hadn’t yet grown comfortable in
led to unsubstantiated, mischievous whispers surrounding
his ‘attitude’. In Indian cricket more than in any other sphere,
this is a stick of convenience used conveniently. Saddled
with the ‘attitude’ tag, Karun found himself out of contention,
the insecurity and confusion triggering a spectacular melt-
down when he went 56 matches across formats without a

century for Karnataka.When the axe fell, to no one’s sur-
prise, Karun was distraught. Was he a victim of circum-
stances, a victim of the expressions he had triggered with
two triple-centuries in 21 months (one of them in Test cricket)
or his own self-doubts and lack of guidance? Was he let
down by the ecosystem, or did he let himself down? His
career at a crossroads, that's when he pleaded with ‘dear
cricket’ for ‘one more chance’.

But unless one helps themselves, no one else is go-
ing to, right? Karun didn’t just sit on his backside, hoping for
things to change on their own. He eventually decided to
take matters into his own hands and embark on a journey
of salvation. He told himself that he would give it his all in
one last throw of the dice to redeem himself in his own eyes.
And look at where that has got him today.Karun’s road to
redemption first took him to England, and a three-match
stint with Northamptonshire in Division 1 of the County
Championship, in September 2023. He made 78 on debut
against Warwickshire, topped it with 150 in the next outing
at The Oval against Surrey and finished the season with
249 runs at an average of 83. On his return home, he shifted
allegiance to Vidarbha, for whom he had two wonderful sea-
sons; the first, which produced 690 runs, took his new team
to the final while a few months back, he was the driving
force behind their charge to the title, amassing 863 runs
with four hundreds at 53.93.Around the Ranji campaign, he
hammered an unbelievable 779 runs in eight innings in the
50-over Vijay Hazare Trophy where Vidarbha lost to
Karnataka in the final. How do you overlook such consis-
tency? How can such exceptional form be ignored, espe-
cially with Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli bidding goodbye to
Test cricket? There is every likelihood that, even had these
two gentlemen been around, Karun would have been in the
Test squad to England. Their retirements made it a no-
brainer.

Karun and England have had a mixed connection. It
was against England that he made his Test debut and his
triple, it was also in England that he suffered his worst pe-
riod in the Indian dressing room in 2018. When he was
pushed to a corner, he turned to England, its County Cham-
pionship, and to Northants, for whom he scored more than
700 runs across two seasons in ten matches. Now, as he
returns to the Test firmament after seven years, who should
be in his crosshairs than England?

In an 18-strong party, Karun is the sole specialist
middle-order batter. The rest — the likes of Rishabh Pant,
Ravindra Jadeja, Washington Sundar, Nitish Kumar Reddy
and Dhruv Jurel — all fall in the all-rounder category. He
should in all likelihood start the series at Headingley in less
than a fortnight’s time. Already, he has shown that he is
well equipped to make a good thing count, unleashing 204
in the first ‘Test’ for India ‘A’ against the Lions last week and
backing it up with 40 in the first innings of the second ‘Test’.
At 33, he is wiser, more experienced, has seen the ups and
downs, is at the peak of his powers and is a leader in his
own right.As Shubman Gill embarks on an exciting new
journey as a 25-year-old first-time Test captain, he can do
with all the wisdom that is under his command — not just
Jasprit Bumrah, Pant and Rahul, but also Karun, whose
captaincy credentials are impressive. Karun will have to
make his own runs, for sure, but his value to the side will
extend beyond just runs. He is now a lot more confident of
himself, his mind riddled of doubt and insecurity, and his
maturity has manifested itself in more ways than one. If he
believes it is his time now, it is not without good reason.A
five-Test series is a grand opportunity to showcase one’s
class and quality. Having waited this long for a second com-
ing, Karun will hope the think-tank shows patience, empa-
thy and understanding, qualities that he hasn’t been at the
receiving end of in the past. There will be attendant nerves
whenever he returns to the Test fold, which is inevitable
given the journey he has traversed in the eight years since
last playing a match in India colours, in Dharamsala in March
2017. Karun has become quite adept at handling those
nerves and of being in control of his emotions. There is a
certain calmness and equanimity about him that indicates
that he is at peace with himself, that he has shed the bag-
gage of the past behind, and that he is optimistic about the
gladder tidings that the future will bring.In Karun’s come-
back is a tale of inspiration and gumption. The value of te-
nacity, bloody-mindedness, of persistence and determina-
tion, have been reiterated by his reintegration with Test
cricket. But Karun is well aware that this is just the begin-
ning of his second innings, so to say. A recall is a means to
an end, not an end in itself. And therein lie the exciting pos-
sibilities.

The Cristiano Ronaldo relevance saga
prolongs with Nations League goals

GNS News Agency, June 16

In the mayhem of celebrations, Cristiano Ronaldo pre-
tended to collapse onto the ground, as though the Nations
League trophy was too heavy for him to bear. He wept in-
cessantly, rained kisses on the silverware and lost himself
in the sweaty embrace of his teammates, as confetti poured
down. The triumph, beating European champions Spain in
shootout, was an escape route from the mounting pres-
sure to retire from the international stage, a personal bene-
diction as much as a vindication that he still matters, to his
team and the world.The equaliser, a quintessential strike of
stealth, running in from behind into the near-perfect place to
volley in a deflection from close range, changed his mood
of the night. A forlorn figure until that moment, dispossessed
moments ago in the heart of midfield, ponderous and petu-
lant, a sculpted silhouette of inconsequence, the goal
brought a smile back on his face. He twisted his head this
way and that like a bobblehead doll and played the rest of
the game in its afterglow. He didn’'t even throw a stink eye
when the manager substituted him in the 88th minute.

The 134th international goal could be among the most
precious ones of his career — his first in the final of a major
tournament. He has quietened the taunt that he has never
scored in the knockouts of a meaningful international tour-
nament (zero goals in knockouts after five World Cups and
seven European Championships still), that he freezes in
big games for his country (he did net the winner against
Germany in the semifinal earlier this week as well), and
muted the critics who believe he is inhibiting a gloriously-
gifted team from achieving its full scale of potential. It was a
personal redemption of sorts that could revitalise his World
Cup winning ambitions, the burning purpose for his interna-
tional existence.Ronaldo needs the World Cup triumph to
round off his golden career, but whether Portugal needs him
for the mega event has been a question swirling since the
last one. His performance in the Nations League offered
causes for both his critics and supporters. After his goalless
Euro, he has rediscovered his scoring touch, belting 10 in

15 games, and most significantly against the top-tier na-
tions (among them Spain, Germany, and Croatia).There is
little doubting his anticipation and his movements, to be
present at the right place at the right time, to make the run
towards a space where he thinks the ball would go, and
latch onto the gifts of the wondrous creators around him.
Feeding him through balls and crosses have been Roberto
Martinez’s default strategy to make Ronaldo look relevant,
to maximise the gifts he still possesses. He has lost his
explosive acceleration, pace and the trademark leap. Him
leaping under the ball is a common sight, as is the case of
him being blocked behind a clearing defender. But he is still
among the best finishers in the game, bulging the next with
every fourth shy. Ronaldo had a lovely interplay with Pedro
Neto for the opening goal, showing his control in tight spaces.
He possesses the goal-scoring prowess to be retained in
the team. He has energy and zest, a genuine effort to make
things happen.But for much of the game, one of the great-
est athletes in history was reduced to the most important
spectator in the stadium, unable to participate in the build-
up play, unable to match the pace of his teammates, or
those of his opponents. He occupied the central channels,
occasionally dropped deep, pressed as rigorously as he
could. But everything he did was a fraction off the pace, a
split-second slower, middle-aged legs spluttering amidst
youthful limbs. He did not register a shot on goal in the first
hour, was late to the crosses from the flanks and after early
excursions, the wingers too stopped feeding him, aware of
its futility. The referee bore the brunt of his ire, as he fre-
quently engaged him in arguments. He was almost off-side
in Portugal’s first equaliser, saved by a defender’s boot. He
flicked the ear of Spanish midfielder Mikel Oyarzabal after
VAR confirmed Portugal’s first equaliser.If Ronaldo watched
his performance either side of the goal, he would lament at
the passing of his youth. He is not what he once was. He is
aware too, and hence the increasingly flimsy histrionics.
Recently, he posted a video saying that some tests revealed
that his biological age is still 29 and joked that he could play
competitive football in his 50s too.

Carlos Alcaraz comes back from the dead to
redemption in cricket, showcasing resilience and ~ beat Jannik Sinner in all-time great contest to

retain French Open men’s singles title

As Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner went into the sixth
hour of their titanic battle in Sunday’s French Open final,
one distinct quality separated the two players in a match
where advantages were gained and lost, momentum shifted,
and levels of tennis went up and down gears.On the big-
gest stages such as this, crucial moments are often seized
by nerveless ease under pressure. The glow of the spot-
light cannot dim one’s abilities, but should actually make
them shine brighter. And Alcaraz has a certain predilection
for the spotlight that few, or any, of his contemporaries have
shown in the recent history of men’s tennis.The Spaniard
would defend his Roland Garros title, win his fifth Grand
Slam title and become the only player other than Roger
Federer to win his first five Major finals after coming out on
top in an epic five-set battle 4-6 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (10-
2) in five hours and 29 minutes.Down three match points
after spending most of four sets being stretched to all cor-
ners of the court and being blown away by Sinner from the
baseline, Alcaraz came up with his very best.He stubbornly
stuck to his guns, applied the same weight of shot to his
huge forehand, and artistry to his variegated game, to win
13 of the next 14 points, break Sinner as he served for the
match, and then thundered his way through the resultant
tie-breaker to steal the fourth set.

In the ensuing fifth set, he had all the momentum his
way until Sinner was the one who rose from the dead, break-
ing the Spaniard when he served for the match and produc-
ing some rollicking tennis to take the contest into the first-
to-10-points tiebreaker.Once again, as an ocean of pres-
sure surrounded him, as hours of tennis went into his legs,
as the crowd grew wild, Alcaraz produced a perfect exhibi-
tion of tennis in the match tiebreaker. He was clutch in the
big moments: the one thing that separated these two phe-
nomenally talented young players in a tightly-fought encoun-

ter that went to the wire.In a high-wire contest of momen-
tum swings, destructive shotmaking, and a distinct con-
trast of approaches, Alcaraz defeated the 23-year-old World
No. 1 from Italy in a match that will be remembered for years
and signal the new generation coming out of the shadow of
the previous Big Three — Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer and
Novak Djokovic. The wildness of this match and the sky-
high intensity that the two players produced was represen-
tative of the ridiculous look of the scoreline.The match did
not have some of the sustained high-quality tennis that these
two have produced in the past, but given the high-stakes
occasion and the sheer ability both showed in not relenting
under pressure, the five-and-a-half-hour-long slugfest will
go down as one of the most enthralling finals ever witnessed
on the hallowed, unforgiving red clay of Court Philippe
Chatrier.Sinner would leave as the loser only by the barest
of margins, having played a phenomenal match but not
decisively coming up with the goods in the most important
moments. This is the bridge he still needs to cross, despite
being the dominant World No. 1 who has won 47 of his last
50 matches (each of the three losses coming against
Alcaraz), as he needs to outlast his opponents, not only
outplay them.Match of fine margins

Alcaraz was patchy, at times outplayed, and made a
bunch of errors in the first half of the match, but held his
nerve and produced his best when put under the most in-
tense pressure, a mark of greatness, the same quality he
has been marked for as he has risen remarkably up the
ranks of tennis to become the man to beat at the Majors.For
most of the contest, Sinner was the superior player. His
crosscourt backhand singing the court, his forehands on
the run finding accuracy and power, his returns right down
the middle disrupting Alcaraz’s rhythm. He had met the
challenge and raised his level when put under pressure,
and was the better player in the decisive moments over the
first two sets.This was a clash of different approaches. Sin-
ner had brilliantly executed a clear-headed gameplan that
had gained him so much success throughout this tourna-
ment. Alcaraz was instead playing far more on instinct, going
for broke and the spectacular more often, playing big even
when not required. It resulted in massive winners and high-
light-worthy moments, but also several errors.In the open-
ing two sets, Sinner had shown composure and just played
the decisive moments better, Alcaraz’s errors giving him
the breakthrough in the first, and his nerveless display in
the tie-breaker (after again failing to serve out the set) giv-
ing him the edge in the second.

‘It’s a bold move, trusting a young leader with...’:
Former England captain Michael Vaughan on
Shubman Gill as Indian Test captain

GNS News Agency, June 16

Shubman Gill will become India’s fifth youngest Test
captain of all time when he leads the team out at Headingley
in the first of the five-match series that they are set to play
in England starting on June 20. He is India’s youngest Test
captain since Sachin Tendulkar, who was appointed at the
age of 23. Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi (21), Kapil Dev (24)
and Ravi Shastri (25 years, but 55 days younger than Gill)
were the other three youngest Indian Test captains. Former
England captain Michael Vaughan has called the elevation
of Gill as a ‘bold move’ and believes the Indian youngster
has a lot to prove.

“Shubman Gill is officially the new face of Indian Test
cricket, stepping up as captain for the England series. It's a
bold move, trusting a young leader with a new-look team

after the retirements of giants like Rohit and Kohli. Gill has
a lot to prove, especially away from home, but he has shown
he has the temperament for big moments,” Vaughan told
Sony Sports Network.The 25-year-old has so far played in
32 Test matches for India since his debut against Australia
at Melbourne in 2020. Gill has so far scored 1,893 runs
including five centuries and seven half-centuries in Test
cricket. BCCl had announced Gill as India’s 37th Test cap-
tain last month and with Rishabh Pant being appointed his
deputy, it has to be seen how the Gill-Pant duo take the
Indian Test team forward. Vaughan believes the upcoming
England tour could be the start of something special for In-
dia. “With Rishabh Pant as his deputy and a squad eager to
make their mark, this England tour could be the start of
something special for India’s next generation. Don’t be sur-
prised if these youngsters rise to the occasion,” Vaughan
added.India last won a Test series against England in En-
gland in 2007 when the Rahul Dravid led Indian team scored
a 1-0 win in the three-Test series against England. Former
Indian captain Sunil Gavaskar, who had captained India in
47 Tests, shared how everyone is eager to see Gill and
company rise to the occasion and carve out their
legacy.“There’s always something special about an Indian
team touring England, and this time, with a new young cap-
tain and terrific young players, the excitement and anticipa-
tion among fans are at an all-time high. Everyone is eager
to see how these young cricketers will rise to the occasion
and carve out their legacy,” Gavaskar told Sony Sports
Network.

Josh Hazlewood on nicknamed ‘HazleGod’:
‘Hopefully, it runs out of steam pretty quickly’

GNS News Agency, June 16

One of the key reasons behind Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s maiden title was their bowling, led by Australia’s
Josh Hazlewood. Whenever Bengaluru was losing its grip
in the game, it would turn to Hazlewood, and he created the
much-needed breakthrough. From 12 games, he picked up
22 wickets at an economy of 8.77, bowling in the powerplay,
middle overs, and final over of the innings.For his efforts,
he has earned himself a new nickname through the course
of the tournament, “HazleGod.”When asked about how he
feels about the tag, the 34-year-old said, “Yeah, hopefully, it
runs out of steam pretty quickly. It’s flattering, obviously, to
hear it around the grounds in India, but | don’t think it'll take
off in Australia,” said Hazlewood who will play World Test
Championship final on June 11 against South African.

Alongside Hazlewood in the conversation was his part-
ner in crime, Mitchell Starc. “Hopefully, it sticks because |
don’t think he likes it too much. He’s had a fantastic few
months, the big fella over in India, and he’s come home
with bags of cash. So | look forward to seeing him in action
here at Lord’s,” said Starc,Off-spinner Nathan Lyon revealed
during the training sessions of the WTC that Hazlewood did
refer to himself as “HazleGod.” “HazleGod, he actually re-
ferred to himself as it the other day, which totally took me
back by surprise,” said Lyon. “Off the back of him winning

the IPL, | think he’s running with it,” he added.RCB beat
Punjab Kings by six runs in the final at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad. Hazlewood picked up the crucial
wicket of Priyansh Arya at the top to create the breakthrough
for RCB after both the Punjab openers Arya and
Prabhsimran Singh, were scoring at a brisk pace and eat-
ing away at the target quickly. Though Hazlewood has con-
ceded 54 runs in the final, most of them came in the final
over when the game was won.

Marc Marquez dominates
MotorLand to secure Seventh
victory, Alex Marquez and
Bagnaia complete poaium

Hyderabad: Marc Marquez (Ducati Lenovo Team), for
the first time since 2015,topped every session in a Grand
Prix weekend to clinch a dominant seventh victory at
MotorLand, simply put chapeaux.

On home turf, brother and title rival Alex Marquez (BK8
Gresini Racing MotoGP) took P2 ahead of an improving
Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati Lenovo Team) — the Italian look-
ing somewhat back to the Champion we know and love on
Sunday in Aragon (Spain).

Unlike the Sprint, Marc Marquez got a great launch
and the holeshot belonged to the polesitter, with Alex
Marquez and Bagnaia slotting into P2 and P3. Franco
Morbidelli (Pertamina Enduro VR46 Racing Team) lost out
at the start, the ltalian was shuffled down to P7 on Lap 1
from the front row.
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Aamir Khan says he was asked to do an
action film after Laal Singh Chaddha failure:
‘I had many offers, but story of Sitaare
Zameen Par entered my bloodstream’

—

In the last five years, Aamir Khan has quit acting
twice. First, during the pandemic, driven by his guilt over
not spending enough time with his family. Second, after
the failure of Laal Singh Chaddha. But he admits in an
interview with SCREEN that he has a compulsive streak
to do a film if the story has entered his bloodstream. The
same happened with RS Prasanna’s coming-of-age film
Sitaare Zameen Par, a Hindi adaptation of the 2018 Span-
ish film Campeones.

How did the Campeones remake become Sitaare
Zameen Par, a spiritual sequel to your 2007 directorial de-
but Taare Zameen Par?

For me, the script was an extension of what we were
trying to say in Taare. So Taare is about inclusion and a
child who has learning disability. In this, the challenges are
quite greater than dyslexia. The children are intellectually
atypical: somebody has Down syndrome, another one has
autism, and others are also on that spectrum. Not just that,
in Taare, it's the teacher who helps the child, the neuro-
atypical person helps the neuro-typical person. In this, the
10 neuro-atypical children help the coach. So it goes 10
steps ahead in the same theme.

As an actor, what did you learn from these 10 new
actors you worked with?

They taught us a lot. On a film set, with so many cre-
ative people working together, it’s not unusual to have ego
clashes and creative differences. People loose their cool.
I've been working for 35 years and have done 45 films. In
my career, I've never had such a smooth sail. No one had
ego hassles or raised their voice. No feathers had to be
smoothened. | pointed it out to Prasanna at the end of the
shoot. | said it's because of these 10. If they walk into this
room now, the energy would change completely! They’re
so loving, they’ll hug you, they’ll press your cheeks. No-
body raises their voice in front of them because then they
only feel awkward. You don’t want them to see you in a
particular light. Their presence just changes the way | be-
have. That’'s what their impact is.Aamir Khan worked with
10 new actors in Sitaare Zameen Par. Aamir Khan worked
with 10 new actors in Sitaare Zameen Par.

Genelia D’Souza plays your wife in the film, but you
also cast her opposite your nephew Imran Khan in Jaane
Tu... Ya Jaane Na (2008). Was that ever a concern?

Ya, | know. But that was a long time ago. And ab Imran
bhi kafi meri age ka ho gaya hai (laughs). That thought did
come to me, but in the film, we’re both playing characters in
the age group of early 40s. She’s around that age. I'm 60,
butin today’s day and age, we have the advantage of VFX.
Earlier, if | played an 18-year-old, | had to rely on prosthetic.
Like Anil Kapoor did in Eeshwar (1989). He was very young,
but he played an 80-year-old for Christ’s sake. He was jump-
ing his age, which is very exciting for an actor. Today, he
can be made to look 80 and vice-versa via VFX. So, age is
not a barrier for actors anymore.

Speaking of Imran, has he discussed with you why he
quit acting 10 years ago?

Yes, Imran has a certain creative instinct. He finds it
difficult to fit into the mainstream construct we have. That's
not his natural space. Which is why he’d do really well in a
film like Jaane Tu... and Delhi Belly (2011). He’s in his ele-
ment there. But the moment you put him into a regular Hindi
film, he won't fit. He’s not comfortable with herogiri. He wants
to play a real person. Everybody was offering him main-
stream films because he’s good-looking. But he wants to
be an actor, and not a star.

Do you think your elder son Junaid Khan is also more
of an actor than a star?

| think he’s a pretty good actor. I'm really proud he’s
done his job really well in both the films. In his second film
Loveyapa, he played a very harami character. That's op-
posite his personality, but he pulled it off really well. | could
see him as the guy. He had also tested for Laal Singh
Chaddha. He was bang on. He has a very rare quality that
even a lot of skilled actors don’t have — he becomes the
character. He’s also a little unafraid, like me. If you com-
pare Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak (Aamir’s debut film) with
his first two films, I'm very raw there. He’s also done a film
I've produced — Ek Din — a love story with Sai Pallavi. All
his three films are very different from each other. Success
hasn’t reached him yet in the way he deserves it, but that’s
part of life and his learning. It's important for him to grow
through this as well. Success will come when the time is
right.

Have you come to terms with the failure of Laal Singh
Chaddha?

To be honest, after Laal Singh Chaddha, | was quite
depressed, heartbroken, and emotionally battered because
I hadn’t had an unsuccessful film in very long. It was quite
shocking for me because I'd also liked the film. So | was
very surprised that people didn’t like it. Let me just add here,
because | know a lot of people love the film, 25% of the
audience has really loved the film. But | also have to admit
that the larger bulk, 75% of them didn’t didn’t connect with
the film, they didn’t like my work, they had their issues. |
understand and respect that. But it was difficult for me to
accept.Aamir Khan and Kareena Kapoor in Laal Singh
Chaddha Aamir Khan and Kareena Kapoor in Laal Singh
Chaddha.

That’s when you took a step back and hired Farhan
Akhtar in Sitaare Zameen Par instead of you?

Yes. That time, | told Prasanna | wouldn’t be able to
act again so soon. Since the film is good and we’ve to make
it, | asked him to cast someone else. He offered the film to
many people. Everyone liked the script, and then finally,
we locked Farhan for it. We were also making a Tamil ver-
sion because Prasanna is a Tamilian. So we locked
Sivakarthikeyan for that one.

Then how did you come back on board as the lead?

As a producer, | had to finalize the draft. So | told
Prasanna and writer Divyanidhi Sharma we’d discuss the
script for a week before the prep once we lock everything.
In the first half hour of the first day, as Divya was reading
the script, | was telling myself, “Tell me, why are you not
doing this film, again? It's a superb script yaar.” So | thought
ye toh gadbad ho gayi yaar. And some time had also passed
so I'd recovered from Laal Singh Chaddha being a flop.

How did you break the news to Farhan and
Sivakarthikeyan?

On the seventh day, | told Prasanna and Divya, but
also said now it’'s too late. Of course, the moment | said
that, all hell broke loose. They insisted | only do it. But |
thought it doesn’t reflect well on me as a producer after I've
locked the actors’ dates. Mera bat hai, mujhe batting karni
hai (laughs). Bachpana ho jata hai yaar. But Prasanna con-
vinced me and said | should do it since | was his first choice.
So, | told Farhan and Sivakarthikeyan honestly about the
journey I'd been through. They were both very supportive.
If I was in their shoes, I'd have been very disappointed. But
at the end of the day, Farhan and | are friends.
Sivakarthikeyan and | are also very fond of each other. I'm
hosting a premiere, so I'll definitely invite them for that.

Are you confident about Sitaare Zameen Par, given
the last couple of failures?

Right now, it's a famine or feast situation at the box
office. Either the films are not doing any business at all, or
the one or two that people are loving are going through the
roof, earning more than Rs 500 crore. The whole middle
chunk has vanished. Why? Because I’'m watching them on
Netflix or Amazon. Which is why I've come up with the de-
cision to release Sitaare Zameen Par only in theatres. It'll
premiere on television or streaming only after one year. My
loyalty is with the theatres and my trust in my audience.

But given the current trend, are you concerned that
Sitaare Zameen Par wouldn’t go through the roof because
it's not a spectacle film?

Everybody around me told to do an action film after
Laal Singh Chaddha. | could’ve done it, | had many offers.
But the story of Sitaare Zameen Par really touched my heart.
I’'m the kind of creative person that once something goes
into my bloodstream, | have to do it. It's happened with
Lagaan (2001). No producer would invest the resources it
needed because Ashutosh Gowariker was a flop director
then. But since the story had gone into my bloodstream, |
told Ashu I'd produce it. | didn’t want to become a producer.
| became one by accident because | couldn’t find anyone
else to produce it. It was an impractical decision.

It happened with Dangal (2016) too. | told Nitesh Tiwari
then that people think I’'m very young because Dhoom 3
(2013) had just released. They think I’'m 35 and when Dangal
releases, they’d realize my true age. So | asked him to do
the film after 5-10 years. He agreed, but it had gone into my
blood. After six months, | said forget it, even if my career
goes for a toss, | have to do it. With Taare Zameen Par too,
people asked me if ’'m making a documentary. Justimag-
ine a scenario in which only action films are being made. |
don’t feel nice about that. But that’s not the reason why |
made this. | made it because | loved it.

Would you do a massy action film anytime soon?

Ninety percent of my films don’t have action. Like
Ghajini (2008) and Dhoom 3 are massy. The film I'm doing
next year with Lokesh Kanagaraj is also very massy. Once
in a while, | do a massy film because I'm also massy (chuck-
les). | don’t like to stick to only one genre. But | think my
favourite genre is drama with humour, like Rajkumar Hirani's
genre. Raju and | are very excited about the Dadasaheb
Phalke biopic we’re working on next. We’'ll start it hopefully
by the end of this year.

SS Rajamouli is also making one. Have you dis-
cussed that with him?

| wasn’t aware. It’s such a coincidence. | had no idea.
| suppose they also didn’t know. Since then, I've been so
busy with Sitaare Zameen Par, | didn’t have the opportunity
to speak to Raja.

Rajeev Sen responds to trolls:

My sister Sushmita Sen writes

me cheques, | live with my mom;
what Is your problem?

Actor Sushmita Sen’s brother, Rajeev Sen who of-
ten stays in headlines for his personal life, has once again
come in the limelight for his long note to his haters. In his
recent vlog, Rajeev addressed the trolls who criticise him
for living off his sister's money. Expressing gratefulness
for his privileges, Rajeev clarified that he need not be a
superstar to have a luxurious life. He said, he is a suc-
cessful businessman and has earned a lot of money for
himself.He shared, “I have had a successful jewellery
business for a long time. Yes, | am fortunate that a lot of it
was given to me because it was my company, it was my
parents’ company. A lot of it was handed to me on a plate,
but even in that scenario, | had to prove myseli—that | can
sell jewellery. Acting or production, YouTube just hap-
pened recently. This is just a passion project that | can
afford to give time to because | have other ventures. | am
a successful investor. | have earned a lot of money on my
own and | am very proud of that fact.”"Rajeev also ad-
dressed questions around him living with his mother. He
said, “If my mother ever asked me to leave the house, |
would do so and be on the street.”At the end, he slammed
his critics and said, “Just assume for a moment that | am
living a luxurious life, that my mum is signing cheques for
me every month, my dad is giving me money, my sister is
giving me cheques and telling me to enjoy life—even if
that’s true, what is your problem? You people don’t even
have the worth of Rs 10.He also addressed the ques-
tions about him not providing financial help to his ex-wife
and daughter Ziana. “It is my personal life. | am Rajeev
Sen and | don’t think | need to clarify all this to
anybody.”Rajeev Sen was married to television actress
Charu Asopa. The couple are parents to a daughter
Zianda. They, however, divorced each other in 2023 and
now live separately.

Kuberaa producer lashes out at OTT giant for threatening to
slash Rs 10 crore from deal if Dhanush film misses release
date: ‘They have overtaken everything’

Kuberaa's co-producer alleged that an OTT giant
threatened to reduce their deal by Rs 10 crore if the
Dhanush-Nagarjuna film failed to hit screens on the sched-
uled date of June 20.Director Sekhar Kammula's Kuberaa
features Nagarjuna, Dhanush and Rashmika Mandanna in
the lead roles.

While discussions are rampant about the deplorable
condition of Bollywood, the situation is not significantly bet-
ter for the Telugu and Tamil industries, either. Though we
have already entered the second half of the year, both the
regional film industries are yet to deliver a proper block-
buster. With the postponement of Pawan Kalyan's Hari
Hara Veera Mallu: Part 1, all eyes are now on director
Sekhar Kammula’s Kuberaa, featuring Dhanush, Nagarjuna
and Rashmika Mandanna in the lead roles.With just days
remaining until the movie’s worldwide release, certain re-
marks made by Kuberaa’s co-producer Suniel Narang

(popularly known as Asian Suniel) have garnered sig-
nificant attention, as he didn’t mince words while calling
out an OTT giant for allegedly pressuring the team over
the release date. Narang also claimed that the company
threatened to reduce their deal by Rs 10 crore if Kuberaa
failed to hit screens on the scheduled date of June
20.“They have overtaken everything, and it all goes ac-
cording to their will. | requested them (Amazon Prime
Video) to give me a few weeks’ time and a July date
because there might be a delay in post-production. They
said they’ll cut Rs 10 crore if | don’t release on 20 June as
planned,” Suniel shared during a chat with Gulte Pro. He
also criticised the industry’s habit of relying on external
platforms for various services, including ticket bookings
and post-theatrical releases.“And yet people say artistes’
remuneration should be reduced. Why should we do that?
India has a population of 145 crore; only 50 of them are
superstars. They are gods, in my opinion. The issue lies
with everything else but them. These other entities are
happy irrespective of films being a hit or a flop,” he added.

While Telugu cinema saw major hits last year like
Pushpa 2: The Rule (Rs 1,742.1 crore worldwide gross,
according to industry tracker Sacnilk), Kalki 2898 AD (Rs
1,042.25 crore) and even Devara: Part 1 (Rs 421.63 crore),
the biggest success so far this year has been Sankranthiki
Vasthunam (Rs 255.2 crore). Following that is the box of-
fice bomb Game Changer (Rs 186.25 crore).The situation
is more or less the same in the Tamil industry, with Good
Bad Ugly (Rs 246.15 crore) and Dragon (Rs 150.52 crore)
leading the 2025 list, significantly lower compared to 2024’s
hits like The Greatest of All Time (Rs 457 crore), Amaran
(Rs 333.67 crore) and Vettaiyan (Rs 253.6 crore). As a re-
sult, the success of Kuberaa is of utmost importance for
both industries right now. Besides Telugu and Tamil, the
film is set to release in Hindi, Kannada and Malayalam lan-
guages as well.

Naseeruddin Shah yelled at me after people
applauded my back-to-back performances,
says Amruta Subhash: ‘He said I would

rather see you fail than...’

Amruta Subhash, the daughter of notable Marathi
actress Jyoti Subhash, is known for her roles in projects
like Lust Stories 2, Sacred Games, and Gully Boy, among
others. A graduate from National School of Drama,
Amruta often takes part is several plays. Once, when she
performed at NSD, actor Naseeruddin Shah, an alumni
of the drama school was present in the audience to watch
the play. Amruta was proud as her scenes garnered
much praise and applause. When she performed for the
second time, she noticed, this time too the veteran actor
was sitting in the audience watching her performance. A
proud Amruta believed she was up for great compliments
from the actor. However, that was not the case.Speaking
to Lallantop, Amruta shared, “I was doing a play called
Trishna. | had a scene where | had to cry, and people
would applaud that scene. That sort of gave me this feel-
ing that ‘Wow, | am doing wonders.’ | was too proud of
myself. Ahankaar hogaya tha (I was full of pride).
Naseeruddin sir came, he watched two of my shows. He
noticed people clapping for me. | was under the impres-
sion that sir is going to praise me a lot. After the show, we
were all standing at a tea stall outside NSD. | saw Naseer
sir walking towards me but | pretended as though | didn’t
see him coming at all. He came to me, and he was like,
‘Amruta’, | was like, ‘Yes sir’, and he then said, ‘| watched
your play’ and the proud me was like, ‘Okay and?’ and he
then said, ‘Beta, | am concerned.’ | was shocked. | was
like | received so much applause for my work, why is he
so concerned?”\She added, “He then told me, ‘Beta, |
watched both the shows and you did the same thing for
claps.’ He was very angry. He said in a higher tone, ‘I
would rather see you failing doing something new rather
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than doing the same thing again and again for claps,
okay?’ | was like, ‘Okay sir, sorry’. He then gave me a lot
of gyaan. He said you’re forcing yourself on the character
and not letting it explore anything new. You will be repeti-
tive person. Your career will be over. That incident
changed things in me. | understood where | went
wrong.”Amruta and Naseeruddin shared screens in
Nandita Das’ directorial debut film Firaaqg (2008).
Naseeruddin Shah, originally a theatre artiste, is also the
founder of theatre group Motley Productions. The pro-
duction house stages plays in English, Hindi and Urdu
around the world.

Tom Hiddleston expecting second child with
wite Zawe Ashton as she debuts baby bump
at the UK premiere of ‘The Lifte of Chuck’

| ]
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i

Broadway star Zawe Ashton and Avengers actor Tom
Hiddleston have announced that they are expecting their
second child together. As per People magazine, the couple
shared the news through a pregnancy announcementin a
recent interview. Ashton proudly showed off her baby bump
at the UK premiere of Hiddleston’s ‘The Life of Chuck’ dur-
ing SXSW London on June 7. Ashton wore an elegant Emilia
Wickstead sky-blue silk crepe gown to showcase her baby
bump on the red carpet.This adorable moment marked a
special milestone in their relationship, which began when
they met while co-starring in the 2019 play ‘Betrayal.” The
couple welcomed their first child in October 2022 and now
looks forward to expanding their family further. Ashton’s
pregnancy journey has been documented through various
events, including her baby bump debut at a movie screen-
ing in June 2022.

Although Hiddleston rarely speaks about their relation-
ship, he expressed happiness about their partnership in a
March 2022 interview. The couple got engaged in
2022.Speaking about The Life of Chuck, it is a film that has
garnered attention for its unique storytelling and exploration
of complex themes. The movie likely explores themes of
life, mortality, and human connection, given the title’s intro-
spective nature. The narrative might follow the life journey
of its protagonist, Chuck, delving into his experiences, rela-
tionships, and personal growth. The film features Tom
Hiddleston, among other actors, bringing the story to life
with their performances.

Switch 2 first
Impressions: Better
design, familiar flaws

This week’s column isn’t meant to be a detailed or
definitive review of the newly launched successor to the
Nintendo Switch. If this were a YouTube tech channel, you
could probably call it a “first impressions” piece. While I've
spent a fair number of hours with the Switch 2 in both docked
and handheld modes, there’s still a lot | need to explore
before | can confidently recommend it. Adding to the uncer-
tainty is the lack of clarity around the device’s availability in
India—so for now, it's best to wait and watch.

However, irrespective of the challenges in acquiring
Nintendo devices and games in India, it's undeniable that a
new console has arrived—and it's worth understanding what
it offers to those players who can get their hands on it. So,
without further ado, let’s dive in.
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