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Bodies of three greyhounds jawans killed in maoist
IED blast brought to Warangal for postmortem

Harish Rao slams Congress over
delay in AE, JTO appointments

Telangana Govt is at forefront in
addressing employees’ needs: Bhatti

CM Revanth launches
 HYDRAA police station

Cyber Security Bureau warns of action against
false New’s peddlers about operation Sindoor

Hyderabad, May 8  Telangana Cyber Security Bureau has warned that strict action will be taken against those
who spread misinformation about Operation Sindoor. It has stated that the strict action will be taken against those
who spread false propaganda or posts on social media. Informing this, the Telangana Cyber Security Bureau posted
a message on its 'X' account, it said if anybody comes across anything that seems to be spreading misinformation
about Operation Sindoor, they should lodge a complaint on its WhatsApp number 8712672222.  Meanwhile, the
police in Hyderabad city are on high alert in the wake of Operation Sindoor. The police have taken action to search
for suspicious objects in problematic areas. The CPs of the three commissionerates in the city are monitoring law and
order.

Former Uppal MLA Bandaru
Rajireddy passes away

Hyderabad: Former Uppal MLA Bandaru Rajireddy passed away on Thursday morning after a prolonged illness. He
was 80. According to his family, the funeral is expected to be held on Friday.Rajireddy entered politics through the
Congress party and served in various positions. He was elected MLA from Uppal in 2009. He did not contest in 2014,
instead fielding his brother Bandaru Lakshma Reddy, who lost that election. Lakshma Reddy later contested on a BRS
ticket in 2023 and won.Leaders across parties mourned Rajireddy’s death. BRS working president KT Rama Rao ex-
pressed deep sorrow, recalling Rajireddy as a committed leader who rendered notable service to the Uppal constituency.

High alert on borders:
Ajit Doval briefs PM Modi

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Ahead of the all-party meeting here on Thursday,

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and briefed him on the current situa-
tion on the Western border and developments after Op-
eration Sindoor.As per sources, the meeting continued
for almost an hour at the PM's residence.After the meet-
ing with the NSA, the Union Home Secretary also met the
Prime Minister.

The briefing comes as 13 civilians died in Jammu
and Kashmir in heavy shelling by Pakistan. As per the
government, these are the civilian casualties in ceasefire
violations along the LoC by Pakistan, and all are in
Poonch. The number of injured has risen to 59. Of these,
44 are in Poonch.There is a heightened vigilance on the
western borders of the country, which have been sealed
in Rajasthan and other states. Leaves of government staff
have been cancelled, and schools and other educational
institutions have been shut for the day. Airspace in sev-
eral western cities has been closed till May 10.

The security and defence systems are in high activ-
ity mode. Multi-layered air defence network has been
fully activated, several frontline warships are deployed in
the Arabian Sea and infantry units along the frontier are
fully prepared to deal with any situation.The Centre has
convened an all-party meeting to brief the parties on the
strategic strikes -- a tri-service military action targeting
nine high-value terror sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK).At the all-party meeting, which be-
gan at 11 a.m., the Centre briefed political leaders on the
military strikes on targets, about the objectives of the op-
eration, the strategic and security impact, and India's pre-

paredness in the event of any retaliatory actions from
Pakistan.The government will also brief the opposition
leaders on the current situation at the borders and India’s
preparedness to meet any eventualities.The precision
strikes were launched in the early hours of Wednesday
and lasted just 25 minutes. Between 1.05 a.m. and 1.30
a.m., 24 missiles were deployed to strike nine terrorist
facilities, including Lashkar-e-Taiba's headquarters in
Muridke and major terror training sites in Bahawalpur --
long considered breeding grounds for extremist
operations.India emphasised that the action was not es-
calatory but a calculated and proportionate response to
the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kash-
mir, where 26 civilians, including a Nepali national, were
killed. "Our actions have been focused, measured and non-
escalatory in nature. No Pakistani military facilities have
been targeted. India has demonstrated considerable re-
straint in the selection of targets and method of execution,"
the government said in a statement.

Pak attempts to hit Indian military targets last
night neutralised: Women officers tell the nation

 GNS News Agency, May 8
New Delhi: Colonel Sofiya Qureshi and Wing Com-

mander Vyomika Singh, the two women officers of the In-
dian Armed Forces whose briefing on ‘Operation Sindoor’
made a global statement, made a fresh appearance before
the press on Thursday, to inform about Pakistan’s misad-
ventures on the intervening night of May 7/8 and how they
were thwarted by Indian defence system.“On the night of
07-08 May, Pakistan attempted to engage a number of mili-
tary targets in Northern and Western India including
Awantipura, Srinagar, Jammu, Pathankot, Amritsar,
Kapurthala, Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Adampur, Bhatinda,
Chandigarh, Nal, Phalodi, Uttarlai, and Bhuj, using drones
and missiles. They were neutralised by the Integrated
Counter UAS Grid and Air Defence systems,” Colonel
Qureshi told the press.

She further pointed to discovery of Pakistani projec-
tiles and said: “The debris of these attacks is now being
recovered from a number of locations that prove the Paki-
stani attacks."Colonel Sofiya Qureshi further informed that
the Pakistanis were made to pay for their brazen attempt to
attack Indian military targets.“Air Defence System in Lahore
was neutralised this morning by the Indian armed forces,”
she, while informing that the Indian response was in the
same domain and with same intensity as that of

Pakistan.Wing Commander Vyomika Singh briefed the
nation about Pakistan’s repeated ceasefire violations at
the border and about increased intensity of firing and
shelling along the Line of Control (LoC).She said that
Pakistan’s provocations are being responded to by the
Army in equal measure and also informed that sixteen
lives have been lost on the Indian side."Pakistan in-
creased the intensity of its firing and was using mortars
and heavy calibre artillery in areas in Kupwara,
Baramulla, Uri, Poonch, Mendhar and Rajouri sectors in
Jammu and Kashmir. India was compelled to respond to
bring Mortar and Artillery fire from Pakistan to a halt,” she
stated.

Hyderabad, May 8 Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
launched a dedicated police station of Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset Protection Agency (HYDRAA) at
Budha Bhavan here on Thursday.On the occasion, the
Chief Minister personally inspected the HYDRAA Police
Station and launched its website. He also flagged off 122
Hydra vehicles, including21 DRF Trucks, 55 Scorpios, 4
Innova, Crysta, 5 Minibuses and Trucks and 37 two-wheel-
ers. Speaking on the occasion, Revanth Reddy stated that
the State government has established HYDRAA with the
noble aim of preserving the historic city of Hyderabad and
has introduced this initiative to revitalise the city.  He pointed
out that Bangalore is experiencing drinking water shortages
due to inadequate protection of water tanks. Similarly, other
major cities such as Mumbai and Chennai are encounter-
ing floods. Meanwhile, Delhi is declaring holidays for Par-
liament and schools because of insufficient pollution con-
trol measures. As a result, metropolitan areas are becom-
ing increasingly uninhabitable. The Chief Minister warned
that without proper environmental protection, Hyderabad
may face similar challenges. He emphasized that HYDRAA
is not solely focused on demolitions. It also plays a crucial

role in preventing water from pooling on roadways, en-
suring the restoration of power, and managing traffic flow
during the rainy season.

 The Chief Minister urged the HYDRAA officials to
treat the people with humanity and compassion and  bring
their problems to the attention of the government to make
alternative arrangements for the poor, while treating the
land grabbers strictly.

Hyderabad, May 8 : Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka stated that the State government is leading in
meeting the needs of government employees and that a
committee of officials was formed to examine their de-
mands. He made these remarks during a public meeting
organised on the occasion of the foundation laying ceremony
for the Medical College building in Khammam on
Thursday.The Deputy Chief Minister emphasised that no
one needs to worry about the state government’s commit-
ment to employee welfare, as assured by Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy. He expressed anger over the false propa-
ganda being spread by BRS and BJP leaders through de-
ceptive statements.Despite the state’s revenue position,
welfare schemes worth Rs. 60,000 to 70,000 crore are be-
ing implemented without putting an additional financial bur-
den on the public. Salaries are being paid on the first of
every month, and the CM has assured that time will be taken
to address employee grievances," Bhatti said.  He criticised
the previous rulers, saying they incurred debts of Rs. 7 lakh
crores, but never paid government employees’ salaries on
time, often after the 15th of the month. Unlike the previous
BRS regime, which instilled fear among employees and
neglected development and welfare, the current government
is focused on people’s welfare, Bhatti Vikramarka said.The
Deputy Chief Minister ridiculed those who lost power and
are now lying in luxury farmhouses and expensive homes,
making baseless statements. “This is not a government
that serves rulers or elites; ours is a people’s government
dedicated to public welfare,” he said.

  He also highlighted that 9,065 seats across 34 gov-
ernment and 29 private medical colleges are providing free
medical education to students from the Telangana State.
After Damodara Rajanarasimha became the Minister, eight
new medical colleges have been secured and efforts are
underway to construct permanent buildings for them, Bhatti
said. Stating that the people’s government is giving unprec-

edented focus to education and health, he said that those
who claim to have fought for Telangana and ruled from 2014
to 2023 spent only Rs. 5,959 crore on the Medical and Health
department, whereas the Indiramma government spent Rs.
11,482 crore in just one year — more than double. He pre-
sented these statistics to counter the baseless claims made
during a recent public meeting in Warangal, where every-
thing was labeled a failure.

The Deputy Chief Minister accused the BRS regime
of neglecting the Rajiv Arogyasri scheme and leaving medi-
cal bills pending. “We cleared the pending bills and increased
the medical coverage limit from Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 10 lakh,
benefiting 90 lakh families in the state with free healthcare,"
he said.Under the previous government, only Rs. 54.12
crore was spent annually on Rajiv Arogyasri, while the cur-
rent government spent Rs. 36 crore in just one year, Bhatti
Vikramarka added."The State government is ready to meet
any needs of Khammam district. Laying the foundation
stone for the Medical College building is a significant step,
which will bring multi-specialty healthcare services closer
to the people.

 Indian forces hit air defence systems in
Pakistan, says Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri

GNS News Agency, May 8
Pakistan has attempted to engage several military

targets in Srinagar, Bhuj, Chandigarh, Uttarlai, Ludhiana
and Falaudi on the intervening night of May 7, 2025 and
May 8, 2025 the Ministry of External Affairs said in a press
briefing on Thursday (May 8, 2025). “The debris of these
attacks are being recovered now,” the Ministry
said.Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, along with Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi and Wing Commander Vyomika Singh,
confirmed that air defence systems were targeted in Pa-
kistan. “Today morning Indian armed forces targeted air
defence radars and systems at a number of locations in

Pakistan. Indian response has been in the same domain
with the same intensity in Pakistan. It has been reliably
learnt that an air defence system at Lahore has been
neutralised,” the Wing Commander Vyomika Singh said
during the briefing. The Ministry also said that Pakistan
has increased the intensity of unprovoked firing in Uri
sector.Meanwhile Mr. Misri said that The Resistance Front
(TRF) claimed the terror attack in Pahalgam not once but
twice on April 22, 2025 and April 23, 2025. He also called
Pakistan the “epicentre of global terrorism” and said that
their demand for a neutral investigation into the attack a
“delaying tactic”. During the briefing, he displayed a pic-
ture of Hafiz Abdul Rauf, the Pakistan-based, U.S.-desig-
nated terrorist.He said that 16 civilians have been killed
in Pakistan shelling along the LoC, adding that Pakistan
also attacked a gurdwara in Poonch, in which Sikh com-
munity members were killed.Our approach is not to esca-
late the situation, we only responded to the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack,” Mr. Misri said.On de-escalation
of the situation, Misri said, “Pakistan escalated the situa-
tion, we only responded. Choice is with Pakistan.” He
said that any further escalation by Pakistan is an escala-
tion and will be responded to appropriately. Further, he
dismissed allegations that India targeted Neelam-Jhelam
dam and called it a “complete fabrication”.

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Warangal: The bodies of three Telangana Grey-

hounds jawans who were killed in an IED blast in Mulugu
district on Thursday were brought to MGM Hospital here
for postmortem.The deceased jawans, Sandeep, Pawan
Kalyan and Sridhar died when they came under the impact
of improvised explosive device triggered by Maoists in the
forests of Penugolu-Perur spread in Karregutta hills in
Wazedu-Venkatapuram mandals of Mulugu district.An RSI
Ranadhir who suffered serious injuries was shifted to
Hyderabad for better treatment. The incident occurred when
the Greyhounds jawans were carrying out regular combing
operations in the forests.DGP Dr. Jitender along with addi-
tional DSP (Greyhounds) M Stephen Raveendra reached
Warangal to pay homage to the deceased jawans.

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Hyderabad: Former Minister and BRS MLA T Harish

Rao came down heavily on the Congress government,
charging it with playing with the future of candidates se-
lected for engineering posts in the Irrigation department. He
said despite clearing exams, candidates are still left waiting
for appointment letters. He demanded that the Congress
government immediately issue appointment letters to the
selected candidates.In a statement, Harish Rao stated that
224 Assistant Engineers (AEs) and 199 Junior Technical
Officers (JTOs), selected during the BRS regime, were

struggling due to undue delay in their appointment under
the Congress government. “This is a cruel betrayal of young
people who studied hard, cleared exams, and are ready to
serve,” he said.He condemned the repeated postponement
of the appointment, due to unavailability of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy. He said it had become routine for the
Revanth Reddy government to offer excuses and avoid
delivering on commitments, including postponement of SSC
results. “The joy of earning a job is being stripped away by
a government more focused on slogans than governance,”
he said.

Foundation stone laid for Govt
medical college building at Khammam
Khammam, May 8 The foundation stone was laid for

the construction of the government medical college build-
ing in Khammam city on Thursday.

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka, Health Min-
ister Damodar Raja Narasimha, Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao and Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy jointly laid the foundation stone for the build-
ing.
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Not just a name
IN codenaming India’s precision strike against ter-

rorist hideouts across the Line of Control as Operation
Sindoor, the Modi government has done more than
avenge the lives lost in the Pahalgam massacre — it has
offered a cultural and emotional balm, a message steeped
in symbolism. Sindoor, worn by married Hindu women in
many parts of the country, is not just a cosmetic ritual. It
is a sacred thread of identity, of love, of continuity. When
26 men — most of them Hindu and many of them married
— were brutally slain by terrorists in Pahalgam, they left
behind a trail of grief that no strike can undo. Their wid-
ows’ sindoor, in a cruel twist, was wiped off with violence.
To name the retaliatory strike after this potent symbol is
not just poetic — it is profoundly personal. It acknowledges
the intimate human loss behind headline numbers. It el-
evates the mourning of the Pahalgam widows into national
consciousness, reminding us that counter-terrorism is not
just geopolitics, but a defence of homes, of relationships,
of peace.

And, there’s more. When the defence briefing for this
operation was led by two women officers — Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi and Wing Commander Vyomika Singh — it added
another layer of meaning. The state, often accused of be-
ing insensitive to symbolic gestures, gave the microphone
to the very gender that bears sindoor in some traditional
Hindu rites, letting women reclaim not just the narrative,
but also the strategic agency.

In an age of surgical strikes and swift digital head-
lines, Operation Sindoor stands out — as much for its
military might as for the layers of thought stitched into its
name. It’s an ode to those left behind and a message to
those who instigate: every act of terror will be answered
— not just with bullets, but also dignity.

Manthani Division Media Press Club Extends
Solidarity to 'Operation Sindhoor' Champions.

“PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“Manthani, May 8:““In
a profound expression of patriotism and unity, the Manthani
Division Media Press Club on Thursday conveyed its un-
wavering solidarity with the Indian Armed Forces, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra, following the resounding success of Op-

eration Sindhoor—a meticulously coordinated counter-ter-
rorism offensive in the Kashmir Valley.““The high-stakes
operation was launched in the aftermath of a heinous mas-
sacre in Pahalgam, where 26 innocent tourists fell victim to
a barbaric act of terror. Determined to deliver justice and
dismantle the enemy infrastructure, Indian forces executed
precise and impactful strikes on terrorist hideouts nestled
deep within hostile terrain.““Symbolically christened
‘Sindhoor’—evoking the sacred vermilion traditionally
adorned by Indian women as a mark of strength, commit-
ment, and auspiciousness—the operation embodied the
resolve and valor of a nation unwilling to bow before cow-
ardly acts of violence.““Spearheading the mission were
Colonel Sophia Qureshi of the Indian Army and Wing Com-
mander Vyomika Singh of the Indian Air Force, whose ex-
emplary leadership and tactical brilliance orchestrated dev-
astating aerial and ground assaults. With the spirit of divine
protectors, they delivered decisive blows to the enemy, raz-
ing terror camps and unfurling the Indian tricolour high above
the debris of tyranny.““The operation has ignited a wave of
national pride, with citizens across the country applauding
the bold leadership of the Prime Minister and the gallant
efforts of the armed forces. The Manthani Division Media
Press Club joined voices with millions in lauding this strate-
gic triumph and hailed the operation as a shining testament
to India's unshakable spirit.““"Let us advance with unity
under the clarion call – One Nation, One Identity – and reaf-
firm our commitment to the sovereignty and integrity of the
Republic," the Club stated in its message of solidarity.

Vice-Chancellor’s Surprise Visit to
Administrative Sections of SV University“

Today is Mohini Ekadashi
— The Glory of Mohini

Ekadashi Vratam. “May 8,Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““Prof. Ch. Appa Rao,  Vice-Chancellor of Sri
Venkateswara University, conducted a surprise inspection
of administrative sections including the Examination
Branch, Development Section, Finance Branch and EDP
Cell.““During his visit, the Vice-Chancellor personally re-
viewed staff attendance and work practices. He interacted
with the employees and emphasized the importance of dis-

cipline and accountability in the workplace. Prof. Appa Rao
remarked that "Duty is Worship" and firmly stated that ig-
norance and negligence of responsibilities will not be
tolerated.““He urged all employees to work with sincerity
and commitment to uphold the image of the University. ““He
expressed confidence that through collective effort and dedi-
cation, the University can achieve greater recognition and
excellence.

“PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“Manthani
May,8““Mohini Ekadashi falls in the Shukla Paksha (bright
fortnight) of the month of Vaishakha. The significance of
this vratam is described in the Surya Purana. Once,
Yudhishthira, the eldest of the Pandavas, asked Lord
Krishna:“““O Janardana! What is the name of the Ekadashi
that falls in the bright half of Vaishakha? How is it observed?
What benefits does it grant?”““To this, Lord Krishna
replied:“““O Dharmanandana! I shall tell you a sacred story
that Sage Vashishta once narrated to Lord Rama. Listen
with full attention.”““Once, Lord Rama, overcome with grief
due to separation from Sita Devi, asked Sage Vashishta to
guide him toward a vratam that could destroy sins and sor-
row. Vashishta said:“““Rama! Your question is greatly ben-
eficial to all humanity. Just uttering your auspicious name
purifies people and grants them wellbeing. Still, for the wel-
fare of mankind, I shall describe a highly powerful vratam.
The Ekadashi in Vaishakha Shukla Paksha is known as
Mohini Ekadashi. Observing this vratam destroys all sins,
sorrows, and illusions. I will now tell you the sacred story
associated with it.”““Once upon a time, on the banks of the
holy Saraswati River, there was a beautiful city called
Bhadravati, ruled by a king named Dyutiman, from the lu-
nar dynasty. In the same city lived a devout Vishnu bhakta
named Dhanapala, a Vaishya by caste. He used his wealth
generously to build alms houses, schools, Vishnu temples,
clinics, broad roads, wells, gardens, and food shelters. He
was respected by all and known for his selfless
service.““Dhanapala had five sons—Shamana, Dyutiman,
Medhavi, Sukriti, and Drishtabuddhi. The youngest,
Drishtabuddhi, was a sinner, foolish, and of evil conduct.
He associated with prostitutes, was addicted to alcohol,
enjoyed hurting others, and had no respect for gods, guests,
ancestors, or Brahmins. He misused his father’s wealth for
immoral acts.““One day, when Dhanapala saw
Drishtabuddhi walking down the street with a prostitute, he
became furious and expelled him from the house. Cast out
by his parents and friends, Drishtabuddhi wandered the
streets, selling his clothes and jewelry to sustain his sinful
lifestyle. Eventually, when the money ran out, he resorted
to theft. Though guards caught him, they often let him go,
considering his father's good name. But once, when he com-
mitted a major theft, the king exiled him from the
kingdom.““He wandered into a deep forest, starving and
desperate. He began killing birds and animals, eating raw
flesh to survive. Years passed this way. One day, while
wandering, Drishtabuddhi came across the ashram of Sage
Kaundinya. The sage had just finished his bath in the Ganga
and was returning. By divine will, a drop of the holy water
from the sage’s garments fell on Drishtabuddhi. At that very
moment, all his sins were washed away.““Filled with re-
morse, Drishtabuddhi fell at the sage’s feet and asked how
he could atone for his past. With compassion, Sage
Kaundinya said:“““O child, your sins can be completely
destroyed by observing the Mohini Ekadashi, which occurs
in the Shukla Paksha of Vaishakha month. This Ekadashi
has the power to remove even mountains of sin like Mount
Meru. Observe it with full faith and devotion.”““Following the
sage’s advice, Drishtabuddhi observed the Mohini Ekadashi
vratam with sincerity and devotion. As a result, he was com-
pletely purified of his sins, attained a divine body, and even-
tually ascended to Vaikuntha (the abode of Lord Vishnu) on
the celestial bird Garuda.““This Ekadashi removes illusion
and destroys the darkness of ignorance.

Aircraft Sighting Over Tirumala Temple Sparks
Concern Amidst Heightened Security“

“May 8, Indian Chronicle, Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““An aircraft was spotted flying over the sacred Sri
Venkateswara Swamy Temple in Tirumala on Thursday,
causing considerable concern and alarm among devotees.
This incident is viewed as a violation of the Agama Shastras,
which govern the sanctity and rituals of the holy shrine.“The
sighting has occurred at a time of heightened alertness, fol-
lowing "Operation Sindoor," India's retaliatory strikes on May
7, 2025, against terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) in response to the Pahalgam
terror attack of April 22, 2025. This broader security con-
text has added to the anxieties of the devotees regarding
the overflight. Tirumala has been under a high-alert status
with tightened security measures in place.“The Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has been persistently appeal-
ing to the Central Government for several years to declare
Tirumala a "no-fly zone." This request is based on the prin-
ciples of the Agama Shastras, the unique sanctity of the
temple, and the sentiments of the countless pilgrims. Most
recently, in March 2025, TTD Chairman Sri B.R. Naidu re-
iterated this plea in a letter to the Union Civil Aviation
Minister.“In response to previous requests, the Union Civil
Aviation Ministry had indicated in March 2025 that while
there isn't a direct provision for declaring an area a 'no-fly
zone' under current rules, discussions were underway with
air traffic control authorities to explore alternative flight paths
that would avoid the sacred Tirumala hills. However, the
recurring nature of such incidents continues to be a matter
of significant distress.“Security officials have launched an
immediate investigation into the circumstances of the

aircraft's passage over the temple to gather further
details.“The TTD remains committed to upholding the sanc-
tity of the Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple and ensuring
the peace and spiritual well-being of the devotees. Further
updates will be provided as more information becomes
available from the investigating authorities.

Award given to officers who
 showed the best performance.

“Mulugu, Mahipal, Indian Chronicle: The government
has presented awards to the Mulugu district SERF officers
who showed the best performance in the society estab-
lished to eradicate poverty in the rural areas of the district.
In a program held in Hyderabad on Thursday, State
Panchayat Raj, Rural Development, Rural Water Supply,
Women and Child Welfare Minister Dhanasari Anasuya
Seethakka received the award certificate from the hands of
the District Additional Collector Local Bodies, DRDA Project
Officer Sampath Rao. Speaking on the occasion, Minister

Seethakka said that the best performance at the state level
was provided to the self-help groups in the district to pro-
vide Rs 235 crore out of Rs 226 crore in the financial year
2024.

He praised the efforts of the concerned officers for the
economic growth of women through the SHG scheme. He
advised the concerned officers to show the best perfor-
mance in the coming days. In this program, SERF CEO D.
Divya, Mulugu District Additional DRDO G. Balaswamy,
SHG women of the district, and others participated.

 Summer talent training
classes should be taken

 advantage of.“District
Collector Divakara T.S.

“Mulugu, Mahipal, Indian Chronicle: Unemployed youth
in the district should take advantage of the talent training
classes to be organized at the district headquarters to de-
velop their talents, District Collector Divakara “T.S. said in
a statement on Thursday. He said that a 30-day competi-
tive exam training program will be organized under the aus-
pices of the Telangana Academy for Skill Knowledge, and
there will be an opportunity for unemployed people who have
completed intermediate and higher education.“He said that
in the training program that will start on the 19th of this month,
training will be provided in arithmetic from 19 to 24, reason-
ing from 26 to 31, general English from 2 to 6 June, general
studies from 9 to 17, and mock tests and revision from 18
to 24. The Collector suggested in the announcement that
the unemployed youth in the district should take advantage
of this opportunity and enhance their skills and knowledge
to prepare for competitive exams.“

Grand Celebrations Held in
Manthani to Mark Minister

Ponnam Prabhakar’s Birthday“

“PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“Manthani,May
8.““Manthani, Telangana:“The birthday of Telangana Trans-
port and BC Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Goud was
celebrated with great fervour and enthusiasm in Manthani
on Wednesday. The celebrations took place at the Manthani
bus stand, where local leaders and residents gathered to
extend their greetings and participate in a ceremonial cake-
cutting event.““The event was spearheaded by District RTA
Member Manthani Suresh, who praised the Minister’s dis-
tinguished political journey. In his address, Suresh high-
lighted that Ponnam Prabhakar began his public service as
a student leader with the NSUI and steadily rose through
the political ranks to hold several key positions, gaining wide-
spread recognition at both the state and national
levels.“““Minister Prabhakar’s contribution during the
Telangana Statehood movement, particularly during the
crucial debates in Parliament, will be remembered as a
defining moment in his career,” Suresh remarked. He ex-
pressed his hopes that the Minister would continue to as-
cend to higher offices, further strengthening public welfare
initiatives across the state.““The celebration was attended
by a wide cross-section of community leaders and political
representatives, including Tati Sammayya Goud, Goud
Sangham leaders Ponnam Chandraiah Goud, Ponnam
Mohan Goud, Kammagoni Ravi Goud, Tati Santosh Goud,
Auto Union leaders MD Shafi, Bolishetti Satish, Bandari
Naveen, and Nayee Brahmin representatives Manthani
Ramachandram, Manthani Suri, Manthani Pradeep, and
Manthani Sai, along with RTC staff and local residents.““The
gathering reflected the widespread respect and goodwill the
Minister commands among his constituents and well-wish-
ers.

 acilities should be provided
for Nancharamma Jatara“

“““Mulugu, Mahipal, Indian Chronicle: On Friday, the
Telangana Adivasi Erukala Sangham district President sub-
mitted a petition to the Collector Divakara to provide facili-
ties for the Nancharamma Jatara, which has been taking
place in Ramanjapuram, Venkatapur mandal, Mulugu dis-
trict for the last 8 years. Later, Telangana Adivasi Erukala
Sangham Mulugu district president Kethiri Bikshapati said
that the Erukala Nancharamma Panchakutalayam was built
by the Kakatiyas in the middle of the crop fields in
Ramanjapuram village 812 years ago. The Nancharamma
Jatara has been being organized grandly for the last 8 years
under the leadership of Lokini Raju, chairman of the
Nancharamma Utsava Committee.  He said that Panchayat
Raj, Rural Development and Women and Child Welfare
Minister Seethakka attended the fair last year and performed
pujas.

“-Telangana Adivasi Erukala Sangham sub-
mits a petition to the Collector
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Luckydip completed for
Non Minority Admissions

Mulugu, May 08 (Indian Chronicle) ::““The lucky dip
process for admissions in fifth grade in the Non Minority
school on Thursday at Mulugu Minority Girls' Gurukul
School in Devagiri town of Muluga Zone. Lucky Dip has
been conducted for admissions under the supervision of
Ravinder Reddy, a district minority welfare officer. The Prin-
cipal Y Srilata said that.. for the 20 seats in the non -minor-

ity quota, the BC category has been replaced by 10 seats
for the SC category, 5 to the ST category, 3 to the OC cat-
egory and 2 seats. Minority district welfare officer Ravinder
Reddy said that.. Students in minority Gurukul are provided
with quality meals and best education. Students are asked
to take advantage of this opportunity. Teachers along with
Principal Srilata participated in the event.

Nagari MLA Offers "pattu vastram" to
Sri Kamakshi Sametha Sri Sadashiveshwara Swamy

“May 8,India Chronicle , Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““Nagari MLA Gali Bhanu Prakash participated in
the annual Brahmotsavam of Sri Kamakshi Sametha Sri
Sadashiveshwara Swamy Temple located in Puttur town.
As part of the festivities, the MLA offered "pattuvastrams"
to the deity during the Kalyanotsavam on Thursday.“Upon
their arrival at the temple, MLA Gali Bhanu Prakash and his
family were warmly welcomed and honored with Purna
Kumbham by the temple EO, priests, and festival commit-
tee members. The MLA and his family performed special
pujas to the deities.“Following the rituals, the temple priests
blessed the MLA and his spouse with Vedic chants and
presented them with holy prasadam. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the MLA expressed that offering silk clothes to the
deities was made possible only by their divine grace and
blessings.

Mock Drill at IOCL Chittoor Under
Collector & SP Amidst State Focus on Security

“““May 8,Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator“““ In light of the state government's heightened
focus on security protocols across districts under 'Opera-
tion Sindoor', a comprehensive mock drill was conducted
at the Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) facility in
Yadamari on Thursday. The exercise, overseen by Chittoor
District Collector Sumit Kumar and District Superintendent
of Police (SP) Manikanta Chandolu, aimed to assess and
reinforce the existing safety measures at the crucial
installation.“Following the mock drill, the Collector and SP
held a meeting with Chief Terminal Manager Arun Prasad
to discuss various aspects of security, including access
limitations within the facility, stringent control over external
visitors, and the skill enhancement of the on-site
personnel.“Speaking to the press, Collector Sumit Kumar
emphasized the need for continuous and thorough moni-
toring of security standards at the IOCL terminal. He
stressed the importance of maintaining a state of high alert
to effectively respond to unforeseen incidents. The Collec-
tor directed officials to meticulously review pipeline secu-
rity, maintenance procedures, safety protocols at fuel stor-
age tanks, and the preparedness for handling potential fire
emergencies, urging the implementation of proactive pre-
cautionary measures. He also called for a close inspection
of vehicle entry and exit points, underscoring the necessity
of robust security measures. Furthermore, a review of avail-
able medical services was conducted, with a directive to
ensure the availability of a well-equipped ambulance with
modern facilities. The Collector instructed that night duty
personnel at IOCL remain vigilant and that vehicles arriving

from other regions for fuel loading undergo thorough checks,
including an assessment of their condition, before depar-
ture. He reiterated the importance of maintaining full pre-
paredness for any untoward incident and ensuring seam-
less coordination with the district administration.“District SP
Manikanta Chandolu elaborated on the mock drill scenario,
which simulated responses to potential terrorist attacks on
storage points within the IOCL facility. He highlighted that
strategic energy installations like IOCL could become prime
targets for such threats, necessitating a special focus on
security arrangements. The SP stated that the drill involved
a detailed study of human resource deployment for secu-
rity, their assigned duties, and their levels of alertness. He
urged industrial establishments to prioritize their own secu-
rity and assured that the police department would always
work in close collaboration with them.“The Chief of the IOCL
Terminal explained that the facility receives its fuel supply
through an underground pipeline from Chennai and has been
operational since 2013. He assured the District Collector
and SP that comprehensive security standards are diligently
followed and clarified that there are no terminal operations
during the night.“The mock drill witnessed the participation
of IOCL Special Deputy Collector Venkata Siva, Additional
SP Rajashekhar Raju, Tahsildar Parthasarathi, and other
relevant officials.

Mettu Hasini of Manthani Qualifies for
International Karate Championship in Malaysia.

““PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“Manthani May,
8““Mettu Hasini, a 19-year-old karate practitioner from
Manthani, Peddapalli district, has qualified to participate in
the prestigious International Karate Championship, sched-
uled to be held at the HypoCity Council Sports Hall in Ma-
laysia from May 9th to 12th. She will be competing in both
the Kata and Kumite categories.““Hasini is currently under-
going intensive training under the mentorship of Sensei Kaviti
Sammayya at the Japan Shitoryu Karate Academy,
Manthani. Her qualification has garnered praise from lead-
ing karate officials including Mr. Bharat Sharma, President
of Shikokai Karate India; Mr. B. Mahesh Kumar Goud, Presi-
dent of Telangana Sports Karate-Do Association; Mr. P.
Papayya, National Vice President of Japan Shitoryu Ka-
rate; Mr. Guntupalli Sammayya, State Executive President;
Mr. M. Ramaswamy; and Mr. E. Srinivas.““She has also
received commendations from her instructors Na Galli
Rakesh, Kaviti Shiva Ganesh, Mooga Shivani, M.D. Taib,
T. Harshini, K. Swetha Nandana, K. Vishnu, B.
Vishnuvardhan, Nakka Raju, and P. Geya Sriram Teja
Sriramulu, who have been instrumental in her preparation
for the global stage.

Tuli Research Centre for India Studies Launches
tuliresearchcentre.orgDemocratizing Access to India's

Artistic, Cultural, and Intellectual Legacies
Hyderabad: The Tuli Research Centre for India Stud-

ies (T.R.I.S.) proudly announces the launch of
tuliresearchcentre.org, a path-breaking digital platform of-
fering free, open access to the most comprehensive inte-
grated visual-textual knowledge base on India's modern and
contemporary fine arts, popular arts, cinema, photography,
architectural heritage, graphic arts, animal welfare, and cul-
tural economics and thought, so allowing a new conceptual
framework for India Studies.

The platform’s launch marks the culmination of Neville
Tuli’s three-decade-long journey as a cultural institution
builder, beginning with the founding of HEART (The Tuli
Foundation for Holistic Education and Art, 1995–99), ad-
vancing through Osian’s Connoisseurs of Art (2000–21) to
Vanraja Sanctuary & Hospice (2015-), and culminating now
with T.R.I.S. - an institution dedicated to researching upon
and sharing an expansive archive, knowledge base, and
library for public and scholarly engagement.Tuli’s pioneer-
ing ideas on education, transdisciplinary knowledge-build-
ing, and the fusion of image-text-audio learning within a ho-
listic conceptual framework of theory, experience, and ar-
chival preservation have shaped these endeavors. His vi-
sion has consistently championed the creation of autono-
mous spaces of intellectual inquiry, where knowledge is ex-
pansive, free, and participatory.Platform Overview:
tuliresearchcentre.org

Tuliresearchcentre.org was conceptualized by Neville
Tuli post-2020 though it has been evolving for nearly three

decades through his writings, personal research, curation,
and transdisciplinary knowledge development. The platform
places images on par with carefully curated textual and audio
materials. It has been built using the most basic technology
of the Excel Sheet, thousands of manually structured and
templated Excel sheets of knowledge then transformed into
web data by the coding team.This foundational approach
allows the platform to power a world-class Search and Fil-
ter Engine, with each cultural object and archival document
serving as the basic unit. Users are empowered to conduct
precise inquiries across multiple fields, retrieving highly tai-
lored results that foster deeper, self-directed exploration.

India’s Best-Selling EV goes PRO
JSW MG Motor India launches Windsor PRO at a

BaaS price of INR 12.49 Lakhs + INR 4.5/km
Hyderabad:JSW MG Motor India, today, launched MG

Windsor PRO that will elevate the business class travel
experience with the inclusion of new tech and safety fea-
tures, along with a new 52.9 kWh battery pack. The MG
Windsor has witnessed phenomenal customer response
since its launch and the addition of the PRO series will fur-
ther strengthen its market performance. Launched at an
attractive introductory BaaS price of INR 12.49L + INR 4.5/
km and ex-showroom price of INR 17,49,800 (Valid for first
8,000 bookings), the MG Windsor PRO promises to accel-
erate the rapid transition to EVs.

Sr. no
Variant
BaaS Price
Ex-Showroom Price
1
MG Windsor Essence PRO
INR 12.49 Lakhs + INR 4.5/km
INR 17,49,800
JSW MG Motor India has onboarded new financiers,

such as IDFC First Bank and Kotak Mahindra Prime to
expand the reach of its Battery-As-A-Service (BaaS), an
innovative ownership package that has made EV owner-
ship flexible for Indian car buyers. This innovative owner-
ship scheme was first launched in September 2024 and
today is supported by six financiers, including Bajaj Finserv,
Herofin Corp, Ecofy, VidyutTech, IDFC First Bank and
Kotak Mahindra Prime. The company will offer lifetime bat-
tery warranty to the first owner of MG Windsor PRO. In
addition, JSW MG Motor India will offer its 3-60 assured
buyback plan*** for the MG Windsor PRO which ensures
that it will retain 60% of its value after 3 years.

Speaking on the launch of MG Windsor PRO, Anurag
Mehrotra, Managing Director, JSW MG Motor India, said,
“MG Windsor has been instrumental in accelerating the
growth of India’s 4W-EV segment, winning customers over
with its compelling value proposition. Positive word-of-mouth

from early buyers fuelled its rapid acceptance, extending
its reach beyond metro cities into Tier II and III markets. By
introducing a product that stands apart from the conven-
tional, we have successfully connected with a new wave of
buyers. Alongside our partners, we remain committed to
redefining the Indian auto landscape by delivering relevant
innovations at the right time with the right technology. The
launch of the MG Windsor PRO reflects our commitment
to providing expanded choices, instilling greater confidence
in EVs in general, and inviting more customers to venture
confidently into the future of sustainable mobility.”

PRO Battery, Interiors & Style: The Windsor PRO, now
comes with a larger 52.9 kWh battery pack, offering an ex-
tended certified range of 449 km** (MIDC P1 + P2), while
delivering 136 PS of power and 200 Nm of instant torque. In
addition, the Windsor PRO will offer three new and vibrant
colour options, Celadon Blue, Aurora Silver and Glaze Red,
along with a new 18” dual tone machined alloys, enhancing
its style quotient. The new dual-tone Ivory and Black interi-
ors will entail an all-new cabin experience.

Centre will pay MSP to chilli farmers: Kishan Reddy
Hyderabad, May 8 : Union Minister for Coal and Mines

G. Kishan Reddy today said by implementing the Price De-
ficiency Payment (PDP-Price Deficiency Payment) under
the Central Government's Market Intervention Scheme,
Telangana chilli farmers would  benefit. He said the Union
Agriculture Ministry had made it clear that steps were be-
ing taken to ensure that chilli farmers do not suffer any loss
by providing at least the cost of cultivation. When the situa-
tion arises that the crop has to be sold in the market for less
than the cost of cultivation. He said the Union Agriculture
Ministry had issued instructions to the Telangana Agricul-
ture Department to take steps to this effect. On April 4, 2025,
Kishan Reddy wrote a letter to Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan requesting him to take steps to en-
sure that chilli farmers in Telangana do not suffer any loss.
In the letter, he said the farmers in Khammam,

Mahabubabad, Jogulamba Gadwala, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, Jayashankar Bhupalpally, Mulugu, Suryapet,
Warangal, Hanmakonda and Nagarkurnool districts mainly
grow chilli and were  suffering financially as they are  get-
ting lower prices than the cultivation price in the open mar-
ket. He requested Chouhan to help them. Responding to
this, the Union Agriculture Ministry has announced that in
the financial year 2024-25, this scheme would  be applied
to 1,72,135 metric tonnes of the chilli crop produced in
Telangana , which is 25 percent of the total 6,88,540 metric
tonnes of the chilli crop produced in the state . It has been
announced that the difference between the market price and
the cultivation cost will be paid to the farmers under the
Market Intervention Scheme. The MIS price for chilli crop
has been fixed at Rs. 10,374 per quintal. It has been stated
that the state government will first have to deposit the dif-

ference between MIS and market price in the accounts of
the farmers.Reddy said the Central government had taken
this initiative after it came to know of incidents where middle-
men are buying quintals of chilli for as little as Rs ?.5 to 6
thousand per quintal by cheating the farmers. He said the
State government should also consider this matter and fo-
cus on the losses being incurred by the chilli farmers“The
Central government has explained that the State govern-
ment will have to bear 50 percent of this cost, and the Cen-
tral government will reimburse the remaining amount to the
State government. It has been clarified that only farmers
who sell their chilli crops in recognized APMC markets will
benefit under the market intervention schemWith the aim of
ensuring that farmers get a minimum price when crop prices
fluctuate, the Central government, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
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OPPO K13 Becomes the Highest
Rated Smartphone on Flipkart

ISNA Diamond and Gold Jewellery Launches
its 2nd Exclusive Showroom in Andhra Pradesh

Hyderabad: OPPO today announced a major mile-
stone for its latest smartphone, the OPPO K13 5G, which
has become the highest-rated smartphone among recently
launched devices in its segment on Flipkart, earning an im-

pressive 4.6-star rating just two weeks after its official launch.
Touted for delivering OverPowered performance at an

exceptional price point, the OPPO K13 has rapidly won the
trust of users across India. From gamers and tech enthusi-
asts to everyday users, the device is receiving widespread
acclaim for its exceptional performance, long-lasting bat-
tery life, immersive display, and reliable durability—all at
under 20,000.Anshuman Bhatt, Head of e-commerce India
(Smartphones and IoT) at OPPO India, “The incredible re-
sponse to the OPPO K13 on Flipkart reinforces our belief
that Indian consumers are looking for high-performance
smartphones that don’t compromise on quality or value.
Achieving the highest rating of 4.6 in its segment within just
two weeks of launch is a proud moment for us and a valida-
tion of our efforts to bring OverPowered experiences to the
mid-range segment. We’re grateful to our users and part-
ners for their trust, and we remain committed to pushing
the boundaries of innovation and accessibility in the online
space.”

With its unbeatable performance powered by the Snap-
dragon® 6 Gen 4 processor, a massive 7000mAh graphite
battery, 80W SUPERVOOCTM fast charging, 120Hz FHD+
AMOLED display, Vapor Chamber cooling system, and AI-
enhanced camera suite, the OPPO K13 quickly captured
the attention of value-seeking smartphone users. Its early
success on Flipkart not only reflects the strength of OPPO’s
product innovation but also the growing trust of Indian con-
sumers in the brand.With this momentum, OPPO India is
set to redefine what users can expect from smartphones in
the 15K-?20K.

Hyderabad:KISNA Diamond and Gold Jewellery
proudly announced the grand opening of its 2nd exclusive
showroom in Andhra Pradesh, Srikakulam located beside
Gandhi Park, Palakonda Road. The inauguration was
graced by Mr. Ghanshyam Dholakia, Founder & Managing
Director, Hari Krishna Group.

With Mother’s Day around the corner, consumers can
explore a specially curated selection of jewellery, perfect to
honour her with a timeless gift of sparkle featuring assured
50% to 100% off on making charges of diamond
jewellery.Commenting on the launch, Mr. Ghanshyam
Dholakia, Founder & Managing Director, Hari Krishna Group,
stated: “Andhra Pradesh is a culturally rich and growing
market for jewellery, and we are thrilled to bring our exclu-
sive showroom to Srikakulam. It also aligns with our vision,
'Har Ghar KISNA,' where we aim to be India's fastest-grow-
ing jewellery brand, making every woman's dream of own-

ing diamond jewellery come true.’’
Mr. Parag Shah, Director, KISNA Diamond & Gold

Jewellery, added: “Our Srikakulam showroom offers de-
signs that reflect local elegance with a modern twist—per-
fectly timed with Mother’s Day to celebrate her with some-
thing truly special. Every design tells a story of tradition
blended with modern finesse. We invite you to explore our
exclusive collection and make this Mother’s Day
memorable.’’Mrs. Sarita & Mr. Sriniwas Rao Puotnuru Fran-
chise Partner, said: “We are proud to partner with KISNA
and bring their trusted legacy to Srikakulam. With a curated
range of exquisite designs and special offers, we look for-
ward to serving our customers with warmth, trust, and time-
less jewellery.’’In line with KISNA's commitment to giving
back to the community, the brand organized a blood dona-
tion camp as part of the launch event and also hosted a
food distribution drive for the underprivileged.

CPI National Secretary Narayana
visits fire hit area in Kuntlur

Miss World contestants to undertake
heritage walk in Old City on May 13

Wonderla Holidays offering free entry for
mothers across all its amusement parks

Hyderabad, May 8: Wonderla Holidays Ltd is offering
free entry for mothers across all its amusement parks this
Mother’s Day, inviting families to swap traditional gifts for
shared experiences. On May 10 and 11, mothers accom-
panied by their children will receive complimentary access
to Wonderla parks in Kochi, Bangalore, Hyderabad, and
Bhubaneswar under a limited-period offer.

 In a culture where celebration often means giving
something to someone, this initiative urges people to in-
stead give something with them; time. From water slides to
thrill rides, the focus is on creating joyful, lasting memories
together. Wonderla Hyderabad has recently introduced ex-
citing new attractions, including Scary House and Arcade
Games, offering guests even more reasons to enjoy the
season. The offer applies to families booking a minimum of
three tickets in a single online transaction, including at least
one child, with the mother receiving complimentary entry. It
is also valid on ticket-and-meal combos, making it a con-
venient option for a full-day outing. This offer is available for
online bookings only.To complement the free entry initia-
tive, Wonderla is transforming Mother’s Day into a joyful
celebration filled with connection, delight, and a touch of in-

dulgence across all its parks. From spirited “Mom & Me”
games, cake decorating activities and live entertainment,
each park offers families unique ways to celebrate together.
Select parks will also feature pampering zones with mas-
sage chairs and fish spa experiences for participating moth-
ers, while winners of themed contests stand a chance to
enjoy a specially curated buffet. Whether it’s a child icing a
cake for their mom or sharing a laugh during a friendly chal-
lenge, these moments are crafted to honour the everyday
magic of motherhood — reminding families that the best
memories are made, not gifted.

We wanted to go beyond the usual gifts and do some-
thing truly meaningful this Mother’s Day,” said Dheeran
Singh Choudhary, Chief Operating Officer, Wonderla Holi-
days Ltd. “At Wonderla, we believe the best gift you can
give a mother is your time. This special offer is our way of
encouraging families to step away from the everyday and
create joyful, lasting memories together. Sometimes, the
most memorable celebrations aren’t about grand gestures,
but simply about being together—and there’s no better place
to do that than at Wonderla.” All special offers are available
through Wonderla’s online booking portal: https://
bookings.wonderla.com.

Guv attends World Red Cross Day & World
Thalassemia Day 2025 as chief guest

Hyderabad, May 8  The Governor of Telangana graced
the special programme commemorating World Red Cross
Day and World Thalassemia Day 2025 as the Chief Guest,
held today at the Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Hyderabad. In
his address, the Governor underscored the profound sig-
nificance of these twin observances, describing them as a
call to conscience urging society to act with compassion,
solidarity, and a deep sense of humanity. He emphasized
this year’s theme for World Red Cross Day, “On the Side
of Humanity,” and lauded the Indian Red Cross Society
(IRCS), Telangana State Branch, for its unwavering humani-
tarian service since its inception in 1920. He also stressed
the growing need for volunteerism across all sections of
society to serve the vulnerable and uphold human dignity.

With a membership of over 45,000 across all 33 dis-
tricts of Telangana, the IRCS has played a vital role in orga-
nizing blood donation drives, extending medical and health
outreach, supporting orphanages and elder care homes,
and providing timely assistance during natural disasters.
The Governor appreciated the dedicated efforts of district
chairpersons and volunteers who continue to uphold the
Red Cross mission even in the remotest parts of the State.

Marking World Thalassemia Day, the Governor paid
tribute to the courage and resilience of young thalassemia
warriors, who depend on regular blood transfusions for sur-

vival. He commended the work of Dhatri, an organization
that has brought hope to families by promoting awareness
and stem cell donation for those suffering from this genetic
disorder. As a gesture of compassion, the Governor per-
sonally distributed fruits to thalassemia patients present at
the event. A key highlight of the programme was the formal
launch of the Blood Stem Cell Donor Registration drive by
the Hon’ble Governor, who appealed to the public to come
forward and participate in this life-saving
initiative.Responding to the Governor’s call, all eligible staff
members of Raj Bhavan, aged between 18 and 50 years,
voluntarily gave swab samples and registered themselves
as stem cell donors demonstrating the Raj Bhavan
Pariwar’s collective commitment to the cause.On the oc-
casion, the Governor also felicitated Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) partners for their sustained financial sup-
port to the Indian Red Cross Society in delivering healthcare
services, disaster relief, and community development. He
acknowledged their collaboration as a vital link between
societal needs and transformative humanitarian action.The
programme was attended by M. Dana Kishore, IAS, Princi-
pal Secretary to Governor, and the General Secretary and
the Treasurer of the IRCS, Telangana State Branch, and
chairmen of district branches of IRCS, officials of the Red
Cross and officers of Raj Bhavan.

Hyderabad, May 8 : Hyderabad’s iconic Charminar
and bustling Laad Bazaar are set to captivate the world’s
attention as part of the Miss World 2025 festivities.On the
evening of May 13, a grand Heritage Walk will be organised
in the Old City, showcasing the cultural grandeur, historical
significance and vibrant diversity of Hyderabad to a global
audience.

 Event Highlights:Global participation: Over 120 Miss
World delegates from across the globe will participate in
the Heritage Walk, interacting with local artisans and ex-
ploring the lanes of Laad Bazaar. Live Broadcast: The event
will be telecast live in 150+ countries, offering millions world-
wide a glimpse into Hyderabad’s rich heritage. Tourism
Boost: Aligning with Chief Minister Shri Revanth Reddy’s
vision, the state government aims to position Telangana as
a top global tourist destination by highlighting its historical
treasures. Laad Bazaar: A Cultural Gem  With a 400-year
legacy dating back to the Nizam era, Laad Bazaar is re-
nowned as the "Capital of Bangles". Its narrow lanes dazzle
with: traditional lacquer bangles: Adorned with intricate mir-
ror work, beads, and embroidery.  Pearl Jewelry: High-qual-
ity pearls and affordable traditional ornaments.  Handicrafts

and Islamic Art: Exquisite Bidriware, hand-painted calligra-
phy, Ittar (traditional perfumes) and Quranic manuscripts.

 Festive Vibes: The market transforms into a cultural
hub during festivals like Eid and Ramadan.Charminar: The
Heart of Hyderabad  Built in 1591 by Qutb Shahi ruler
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, Charminar stands as a sym-
bol of Indo-Islamic architecture and resilienc Historical sig-
nificance: Constructed to commemorate the end of a deadly
plague, it represents Hyderabad’s founding
spirit.Architectural marvel: The 56-meter tall structure with
four minarets offers panoramic views of the old city and the
Makkah Masjid. UNESCO nomination: Proposed for inclu-
sion in the World Heritage list, it remains Hyderabad’s most
iconic landmark.

 A Vision for global tourism:    The heritage walk is part
of a larger strategy to leverage international events like Miss
World to promote Telangana’s cultural and historical assets.
The State government has rolled out plans to enhance in-
frastructure and global visibility for sites like Charminar and
Laad Bazaar, aiming to attract heritage enthusiasts and
shoppers worldwide.

Hyderabad, May 8 (NSS): CPI National Secretary Dr.
K. Narayana, CPI MLC Nellikanti Satyam, CPI Ranga
Reddy District Secretary Palamakula Jangaiah, CPI State
Executive Member Andoj Ravindra Chari, CPI state coun-
cil Member Mutyala Yadireddy, Panuganti Parvatala and
Palle Narasimha today visited the area of the huts that were
burnt down in a fire accident in Ravi Narayana Reddy
Colony under Kuntlur Revenue limits of Abdullapurmet
Mandal from  Rangareddy District.Speaking on the occa-
sion, he urged the state government to extend financial aid

Survey should be held on dilapidated
buildings: GHMC Commissioner

Hyderabad, May 8  In the wake of the upcoming mon-
soon season, GHMC Commissioner R.V. Karnan has is-
sued orders to take special measures on dilapidated and
dangerous buildings and structures within the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation limits. He suggested that
special surveys should be conducted to identify the dilapi-
dated buildings, structures, old boundary walls and added
that the structural safety of the identified buildings should
be assessed based on the report of the engineering depart-
ment of the corporation. He said a final list should be pre-
pared at each circle level as per the report. “If government
school buildings in dilapidated condition are identified, they
should be immediately informed to the education depart-
ment officials,” he said.  He also said notices should be
issued to the identified dilapidated buildings and added that
the most dangerous buildings should be immediately va-
cated or sealed while noting that barricades and warning
boards should be installed around the buildings. It was sug-

gested that if the building owners undertake repairs, they
should ensure that they comply with the GHMC standards
and a special drive should be taken up for the demolition of
the dilapidated buildings. He said the details of each build-
ing should be updated in a Google spreadsheet and the re-
port should be submitted to the GHMC headquarters. He
said the  Deputy City Planners, Assistant City Planners of
all circles should take immediate action and submit a re-
port and added that the Executive Engineers under the su-
pervision of the GHMC Chief Engineer (Maintenance)
should submit a report on the stability and strength of the
structure while string that  the Zonal Commissioners should
review this process in their circles and take action within
the specified time. The Commissioner warned that disci-
plinary action would be taken against the concerned offi-
cials if there is negligence or delay in complying with hid
orders on the dilapidated buildings and structures as per
the rules.

CPI(M) Affirms Unreserved Backing for Nationwide
General Strike“District Secretary Y. Yakayya Criticizes

Centre’s Anti-Labour Policies During Party Cadre Meet“
“PS Ashokan“Indian Chronicle“Manthani, May 8““A

strategic assembly of Communist Party of India (Marxist)
[CPI(M)] cadre was convened today at Kakarla Palli village
in Manthani Mandal. The session was presided over by
CPI(M) District Secretary Mr. Y. Yakayya, who addressed
the gathering as the keynote speaker.““In his remarks, Mr.
Yakayya articulated strong opposition to the regressive and
anti-labour policies allegedly being perpetuated by the BJP-
led central government.

He stated that in light of these sustained attacks on
the rights and welfare of the working class, national trade
unions have jointly declared an all-India general strike on
May 20th—a call that CPI(M) unequivocally endorses.““He
further asserted that since assuming power for a third con-
secutive term, the BJP government has consistently un-
dermined the interests of workers and peasants through a
series of legislative and administrative actions. Although the

government publicly claimed to have annulled the conten-
tious agricultural laws, Mr. Yakayya accused it of clandes-
tinely attempting to reinstate these statutes under different
guises.““Particularly alarming, he noted, is the imposition
of four new labour codes, which he described as “legisla-
tive nooses” designed to erode foundational labour rights
and protections hard-won over decades. He urged the pub-
lic and progressive organizations to unite in resistance
through the forthcoming general strike.

““The meeting witnessed the participation of several
senior leaders and party functionaries, including CPI(M)
District Secretariat Member Ms. A. Maheshwari, District
Committee Member Mr. Budida Ganesh, and local leaders
such as Mr. Gorrenkala Suresh, Mr. Arla Sandeep, Mr.
Manthani Lingayya, Mr. Budida Rajender, Mr. Bosalli
Sadanandam, Mr. Manthani Sammayya, Mr. Budida
Ravinder, Mr. Manthani Rajasekhar, among others.

to all those who lost their huts in the fire accident. He also
urged the state government to sanction houses to all the
affected families in the same area after issuing land Pattas
to them. In this program, the members of the district ex-
ecutive, local councilor Pabbati Laxman, former councilor
Hari Singh Nayak, Navaneetha, Saidulu, Ketharaju
Narasimha, Yadagiri and others.

Make meetings & seminars against fascism and
imperialist tendencies  successful: John Wesley
Hyderabad, May 8  CPM State Secretary John

Wesley today called upon the party activists and people of
the state to make the meetings and seminars to be held
today against fascism and imperialist tendencies a grand
success.

In a statement, he said on May 9, 1945, the Red Army
of the Communist Parties of the Soviet Union defeated
Hitler's fascism. “On this occasion, the CPI(M) Central
Committee has called for organizing meetings and semi-
nars across the country to intensify the working class
struggles against fascism and imperialist tendencies. As
part of this, the State party Committee is calling for holding
the meetings and seminars on May 9 in the Telangana
State,” he said.

He alleged that the capitalists and the ruling classes

nurtured Hitler's Nazism and  encouraged him to attack
Russia and the Soviet Union by saying that he would elimi-
nate Communism from the globe. He recalled that under
the leadership of Stalin, millions of people and the army of
the Soviet Union revolted against Hitler and sacrificed their
lives. “Three million Communist workers sacrificed their
lives, defeated fascism, drove Hitler to Berlin in Germany,
and hoisted the red flag there. Therefore, there is a need to
continue the struggle against the imperialism even
today.Recently, Communist parties met in Russia and de-
cided to take the struggle against fascism forward in the
future. Fascist tendencies are emerging in the context of
increasing labour struggles. After the revolution was suc-
cessful in the Soviet Union, fascism was brought forward
to defeat it,” he said.

Telangana Jagruti to hold rally
in support of Operation Sindoor

Hyderabad, May 8 Telangana Jagruti organisation
founded by BRS party MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha has an-
nounced that it would  take out a huge rally on May 9  in
support of Operation Sindoor, which was started by the In-
dian Army with the aim of ending terrorism.
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Days after communal tensions, Karnataka
CM Siddaramaiah announces special unit to curb

anti-social elements in coastal districts

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Karnataka communal tensions. Karnataka police spe-

cial wing“To detect and curb anti-social elements (respon-
sible for communal tension), one special wing is required. I
will talk to the home minister and take action for the same,”
Siddaramaiah told reporters at Hanagal. In the wake of the
recent communal tensions in coastal districts of Karnataka,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah Sunday said the state gov-
ernment would soon set up a special police wing for the
detection of anti-social elements behind communal

instigation.“To detect and curb anti-social elements (respon-
sible for communal tension), one special wing is required. I
will talk to the home minister and take action for the same,”
he told reporters at Hanagal.Communal tension had gripped
the coastal city of Mangaluru due to the mob lynching of
one Ashraf, a Muslim migrant labourer from Kerala, followed
by the murder of rowdy-sheeter Suhas Shetty, an accused
in the 2022 murder of Mohammed Fazil, which had also
sparked communal tensions. The murder of Shetty was
followed by two stabbing incidents, even as the coastal dis-
tricts limped back to normalcy.A day earlier, Home Minis-
ter G Parameshwara had said that a special unit to curb
communal elements, modelled along the lines of the Anti-
Naxal Force (ANF), will be set up in the state. The unit will
be exclusively designated for the Dakshina Kannada and
Udupi regions and will be tasked with the objective of safe-
guarding communal harmony and public peace.The unit will
be headed by a senior police official holding the rank of In-
spector General of Police (IGP) or above. Its structure, op-
erational details, and staffing will be finalised shortly, he
said.According to the minister, trained personnel from ANF
will be absorbed into the special unit. The government has
decided to cut down the strength of ANF following the sur-
render of the last known Naxals from the state recently.

Panic grips border belt in Punjab ahead of
blackout rehearsal in Ferozepur Cantonment

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Panic has gripped villages and urban pockets in Punjab

near the India-Pakistan border after the Ferozepur Canton-
ment Board authorities announced they would carry out a
blackout rehearsal .Sources said the exercise, ordered by
the president of the Cantonment Board and Station Com-
mander, is aimed at assessing preparedness and effec-
tiveness in implementing blackout protocols amid potential
war threats. It mandates a complete power shutdown in the
entire Cantonment area, with instructions issued to the
Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) to cut
electricity supply during the designated time. The residents
have been advised not to use generator sets or any power
backup system during the mock drill.

As news of the exercise spread, panic buying of ra-
tion and essentials began in areas near the cantonment.
Amritpal Singh, a resident of Guru Harsahai in Ferozepur
district, said, “People have started hoarding supplies, fear-
ing something bigger may be coming. The timing and se-
crecy of the drill have left many unsettled.”Sources said
that a few residents from Hazara village, situated close to
the international border, moved out two days ago, fearing
escalation. The situation in Hussainiwala, another sensi-
tive border village in Ferozepur district, is equally tense.
“There is an air of unease. Many villagers are contemplat-
ing leaving, especially families with children,” said a local
resident on condition of anonymity.The Cantonment Board
has called for full cooperation from all civil and police au-
thorities, urging them to make adequate security arrange-
ments during the blackout period.

While the Cantonment authorities emphasised that the
blackout is only a rehearsal aimed at strengthening war-

time preparedness, the psychological impact on residents,
especially those living near the border, was evident.Local
leaders and administration are now under pressure to dis-
pel rumours and assure citizens that the exercise is pre-
cautionary and not a sign of imminent conflict, revealed of-
ficials.

“Last time, blackout rehearsals had happened in De-
cember 2001 and January 2002 after the December 13,
2001, Parliament attack. Rehearsals used to happen on a
regular basis when Punjab was having assembly polls in
February 2002,” recalled Heera Sodhi, former Punjab infor-
mation commissioner who lives in Guru-harsahai.Baljinder
Singh, former sarpanch of Hussaniwala, said, “It happened
in 2002 as well… sirens used to be sounded before black-
outs… so it will be after more than decades now that such
a rehearsal will be happening again… we are with the
Army… though anxiety is there.”Punjab has a 553 km-long
border with Pakistan covering six districts – Ferozepur,
Fazilka, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Tarn Taran, and Pathankot.

Cold chain equipment tender: Centre seeks report
from state govt on allegations of irregularities

The Union government has asked Maharashtra’s Pub-
lic Health Department to conduct a probe and submit a re-
port on the allegations of irregularities in the Rs 62-crore
tender process of cold chain equipment for storage of vac-
cines. While the process for the same was completed days
before the announcement of Assembly polls last year, it
has been alleged that the tender guidelines were violated
and the equipment were purchased at four to five times
above the market rate.Last month on April 18, the com-
plainant, requesting anonymity, had complained about the
alleged irregularities through the Centralised Public Griev-
ance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS). Fol-
lowing the complaint, the Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare (immunisation section) on April 25, wrote to the com-
plainant that the state purchases cold chain equipment by
using state funds and not Central government funds. The
ministry had also sent the letter to the Maharashtra govern-
ment.

“However, a copy of your grievance is being trans-
ferred to Mission Director (NHM) and SEPIO, Government
of Maharashtra with the request to take appropriate action
in the matter. Action taken may be communicated to peti-
tioner directly, under intimation to this ministry,” the letter
sent to the complainant and the state government read.The
complaint alleged that the officials and contractors collec-
tively cheated the government of Rs 40 to 50 crore. It stated
that not only the equipment were purchased at four to five
times the open market price, but also alleged that the terms
of the tender were framed to benefit two specific contrac-
tors to ensure cartelisation. It further said that despite bring-
ing this matter to the notice of the senior officials, the
contractor’s bill of Rs 22 crore was paid by the end of March
31.

Deputy Director, Health Services (Transport),
Maharashtra, Pune, had issued tenders for the purchase of
Ice-Lined Refrigerators (ILRs) and Deep Freezers on July
4 and 5, 2024, just before Assembly polls.

“The process was found to have flagrantly violated the
eligibility criteria and mandatory conditions of the tender.
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) guidelines, Gen-
eral Financial Rules (GFR) 2017 and Maharashtra State
Procurement Policy were flouted,” the complaint said, add-
ing irregularities such as incomplete and fake documents

were provided and it was found in the technical evaluation
process. Both the tenders were awarded at unrealistic prices
compared to the market and Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) rates. The national policy objective was also com-
promised by removing the ‘Make in India’ clause.

The irregularities include: original equipment manufac-
turer (OEM) and its reseller participating in the same ten-
der; import license date of the contractor was post-tender
deadline; the mandatory Make in India condition under the
General Financial Rules (GFR) 2017 was removed by the
technical committee after the pre-bid meeting; despite
Maharashtra State Procurement Policy giving preference
to local supplier if he/she matched L1 (lowest) price by giv-
ing 50 per cent order was kept aside; service network is-
sue was sidelined and no legal service agreement for Com-
prehensive Maintenance Contract; Annual Maintenance
Contract and availability of spare parts for 10 years was
presented and state’s legal opinions had gone against the
contractors twice.The complaint mentioned that the con-
tract worth Rs 33 crore was awarded to the contractor com-
pany ‘Ashoka Sthapatya Pvt Ltd’ for the supply of Ice-Lined
Refrigerators (ILRs) and a contract worth Rs 29 crore was
awarded to the company ‘Rahul Distributors Pvt Ltd’ for the
supply of Deep Freezers.

“The purchase order prices of Rs 3,04,995 for ILRS
(90,110 litres) and Rs 2,45,440 for Deep Freezers (200
litres) are much higher than the market rate and GeM por-
tal price (approximately Rs 80,000). This indicates finan-
cial mismanagement and collusion,” the complaint added.

Kolkata police send list of 83 rooftop restaurants
to municipal corporation for crackdown

 GNS News Agency, May 8
The Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) has initiated

a stringent crackdown on rooftop restaurants across the
city, citing safety concerns and violations of regulations.
Following a recent policy decision, the civic body has be-
gun serving notices to numerous establishments, including
popular ones, directing them to dismantle any unauthorised
constructions or face legal repercussions. Kolkata Police
compiled a list of 83 rooftop restaurants within the KMC
area. This list was then shared with the KMC to aid in their
crackdown on these establishments due to safety concerns
and violations of building regulations.

The list includes several well-known restaurants such
as Blue & Beyond, Hoppipola, Whatsup Cafe, The Sky
Story, Roots, Oris, The Golden Park, Drunken Teddy, Scrap
Yard, LMNOQ, Hashtag, Soul, Altera, The Astor, Park
Street Social, QAIQAI, The Lords & Barons, Eating House-
cum-Restaurant, Cloud Tavern, Club Kolkata Mixstape, and
Romaania Kanha Confectionery, among others located
across various parts of the city.This decisive action comes
after the KMC announced a ban on granting fresh approv-
als for new rooftop restaurants.Officials have also indicated
a review of existing permissions, with the possibility of re-
vocation if deemed necessary. The move is underscored
by a circular issued on May 2 by the Municipal
Commissioner’s office, outlining a set of “do’s and don’ts”
for all restaurants in the wake of a fire incident at Hotel Rituraj.

According to a senior KMC official, “We have started

sending notices to rooftop restaurants asking them to pull
down portions that have been illegally constructed or added
to the existing structure. The notice says the owner will face
legal action unless the unauthorised portion is pulled
down.”The KMC’s actions are rooted in Rule 117(4) of the
KMC Building Rules, 2009, which mandates unobstructed
common access to building terraces and prohibits their sub-
division. The civic body emphasises the critical importance
of maintaining clear pathways, staircases, and corridors to
ensure easy access to rooftops, especially in emergency
situations like fire hazards. The circular explicitly states that
“Door / doors to access to the roof cannot be kept locked
and sealed” and “No materials should be dumped over the
corridors, common passages, common area and near the
opening of the roof.”Furthermore, the KMC’s directive ex-
tends to the ownership and mutation of rooftop spaces. The
circular explicitly bars the Assessment-Collection Depart-
ment from allowing any separate mutation of open roofs or
topmost terraces in multi-unit buildings, reinforcing the prin-
ciple that these areas are common for all residents.On Fri-
day, Mayor Firhad Hakim announced the blanket shutdown
of all rooftop restaurants, bars, cafés, and lounges, signal-
ling the KMC’s firm stance on the issue.

As per sources, Borough VII, encompassing areas like
Park Street, Loudon Street, Theatre Road, and Park Cir-
cus, has the highest concentration, with an estimated 28-
30 such venues. Areas off the EM Bypass, within the
Kasba-Garfa belt, also house around 15 rooftop bars and
restaurants.However, the KMC’s sweeping measures have
drawn criticism. BJP leader Dr Indranil Khan questioned
the logic behind a blanket ban, stating, “The blanket ban on
rooftop restaurants in Kolkata corporation area defies logic.”
He said the authorities should focus on enforcement of fire
safety standards in these restaurants instead of arbitrarily
banning all.Dr Khan further emphasised the need for
broader fire safety enforcement across all types of build-
ings and removing road encroachments that impede emer-
gency services. “Arbitrarily banning rooftop restaurants that
follow fire safety norms and serve as popular networking
sites of the youth is akin to asking all cars to stay off roads
to avoid road accidents coz of a malfunctioning brake failed
car,” he added.

Centre should retrieve control of Bhakra Nangal
dam from illegal occupation of Punjab Police:

Rajya Sabha MP Randeep Surjewala
 GNS News Agency, May 8
Bhakra Nangal Dam Punjab policeCriticising the chief

ministers of Punjab and Haryana, Surjewala said the two
were “busy only in rhetoric and writing ‘love letters’ to each
other.”Rajya Sabha MP and former Haryana cabinet min-
ister Randeep Surjewala Sunday said the Centre should
take back control of Bhakra Nangal dam from the “illegal
occupation of Punjab Police”.Addressing the media amid
the ongoing standoff between Punjab and Haryana over the
sharing of water, Surjewala said, “Haryana is suffering from
a severe water crisis. Bhakra water [to Haryana] has been
reduced from 8,500 cusecs to 4,000 cusecs, resulting in
severe drinking water shortage. Nearly 215 water works
have dried up, and nine districts – Kaithal, Kurukshetra, Jind,
Fatehabad, Sirsa, Bhiwani, Dadri, Rewari, and
Mahendragarh – are plagued by an acute water crisis. Vil-
lage ponds have also almost dried up, and the cattle are on
the verge of dying of thirst. Tanker mafia dominates the
entire state, and Rs 1,000 is being charged per tanker. Up
to May 15, the cotton crop of Narma has to be sown. The
‘Cotton Bowl’ of Haryana – Sirsa, Hisar, and Fatehabad –
has ceased the sowing of cotton in nearly 5,00,000 hect-
ares.”

Criticising the chief ministers of Punjab and Haryana,
Surjewala said the two were “busy only in rhetoric and writ-
ing ‘love letters’ to each other.”“Alternatively, they are seen
together in Chandigarh getting photographed or hugging each
other,” he added.The Rajya Sabha MP said the Bhakra
Beas Management Board (BBMB) is a project of the Cen-
tre, and the board is formed by the Union Power
Ministry.“The BBMB board has the authority to decide the
release of shares of water for Punjab and Haryana. But in
the midst of all this, the power ministry of the Government
of India, the Union Power Minister, Mr Manohar Lal Khattar,
and the Modi Government have disappeared,” Surjewala
remarked.

“On May 01, 2025, the Punjab Government deployed

police at the Bhakra Nangal Dam and locked the entire sys-
tem from where water is released from the Dam through
the regulator gates and the Punjab police took the keys in
their possession, so that Haryana’s water could not be re-
leased. This is the first time in the history of India that a
state has taken over a Central project in this manner by
deploying police and has, through bullying, prevented the
board of a Central project from taking decisions. The re-
sponsibility for the security and control of the dam lies with
the Home Ministry of the Government of India…” Surjewala
said, seeking the intervention of Union Power Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.“The Home Ministry and the Home Secretary are si-
lent about deploying CISF for the security of the Dam. A
controversy was deliberately created over the water of the
Bhakra Nangal Dam. Fact is that there is 1,556 feet of wa-
ter in the Bhakra Nangal Dam at this time. If 8500 cusecs
of water is given to Haryana every day, then by May 21,
the current water level of the Dam will reach only 1532 feet
from 1556 feet. That means even then the water will be 26
feet above the minimum water level of the Dam, which is
1506 feet. So what objection can any state have in such a
situation? Objections are being created deliberately so that
the BJP can support the sinking ship of Shri Bhagwant
Mann,” the former Haryana minister said.

IIT Kharagpur B Tech
 student found dead in

hostel, third in last 5 months
A BTech student named Mohammad Asif Qamar was

found dead on the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Kharagpur campus in the early hours of Sunday May 4thA
BTech student named Mohammad Asif Qamar was found
dead on the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur
campus in the early hours of Sunday May 4th (Express
photo)

A BTech student was found dead at IIT Kharagpur in
the early hours of Sunday, officials said, adding that the 22-
year-old student hailed from Bihar’s Sheohar district.The
third-year student was found dead inside his hostel room in
the SDS Block of Madan Mohan Malviya Hall of the Indian
Institute of Technology in Kharagpur, West Bengal, when
police broke open its door around 3.30 am.Although it is
believed to be a case of suicide, the police are investigating
all possible angles.The student’s room had been locked from
the inside since Saturday night.

From kingmaker to YouTuber, the
political decline of Navjot Singh Sidhu

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Navjot Singh Sidhu recently held a press conference

in Amritsar to announce the launch of his YouTube chan-
nel. Four years ago, his press conferences were centred
on saving Punjab and targeting his own party’s chief minis-
ter, Capt Amarinder Singh, for colluding with the SAD’s
Badals.His efforts bore fruit and he was made the presi-
dent of the state Congress, and Capt Amarinder Singh, once
a close confidant of Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi, was
summarily removed as chief minister by the party’s high
command. And then the story unravelled. Intra-party in-
trigues played out in such a fashion that those opposed to
Sidhu prevailed and scuttled his chances of becoming the
chief minister.

Soon thereafter, a sulking Sidhu resigned as the
Congress’s state chief on September 28, 2021, just two
months after his appointment on July 18, 2021. His resig-
nation was seen as a major embarrassment for the Con-
gress leadership, including Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who had backed his
appointment.In his resignation letter to Sonia Gandhi, Sidhu
wrote, “The collapse of a man’s character stems from the
compromise corner. I can never compromise on Punjab’s
future and the agenda for the welfare of Punjab,” signalling
his refusal to accept what he saw as compromises on his
principles, particularly regarding issues like corruption, sac-
rilege, and drugs.On October 15, 2021, Sidhu met Rahul
Gandhi and announced he was withdrawing his resignation
after assurances that his concerns, including the 18-point
agenda and issues like sacrilege and drugs, would be ad-
dressed. He stipulated he would resume duties once a new
advocate-general was appointed, as he opposed A P S

Deol’s appointment owing to his prior representation of con-
troversial figures. Sidhu formally withdrew his resignation
on November 5, 2021, but reiterated his condition about the
advocate-general.

Sidhu resigned again as Punjab Congress chief on
March 16, 2022, following the party’s defeat in the Assem-
bly elections, where the AAP won 92 of 117 seats, and
Congress was reduced to 18. He lost the Amritsar East
seat to the AAP’s Jeevan Jyot Kaur.He announced a maun
vrat (vow of silence) after the resignation, avoiding media
interactions, and was reportedly unresponsive to contact
attempts.A personal setback occurred in 2022 when the
Supreme Court ordered him to spend a year behind bars in
a 1988 road rage case where one person died. Sidhu has
been largely absent from active politics since his release
from prison in April 2023. His wife’s battle with cancer also
kept him focused on personal matters, limiting his political
engagement.He did not contest the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, opting to return to cricket commentary for the Indian
Premier League (IPL) instead, which led to speculation
about his political retirement.Navjot Singh Sidhu’s political
career is not definitively over, but it can be said that he is at
a crossroads in the Congress, where neither its state unit
nor the high command is reaching out to him.Sidhu’s rela-
tionship with a section of Punjab Congress leaders has been
strained. He has clashed with state leaders like Partap Singh
Bajwa and Amrinder Singh Raja Warring. There has been
speculation about Sidhu rejoining the BJP, where he began
his political career in 2004. However, he publicly denied these
claims and reaffirmed his commitment to the Congress,
criticizing the BJP on issues like farmers’ income and mini-
mum support prices.
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How Mira Bhayandar police secured
top position in Maharashtra CM

Devendra Fadnavis’s 100-day program

 GNS News Agency, May 8
In the recently concluded Maharashtra CM Devendra

Fadnavis’s 100-day program, the Mira Bhayandar police
topped the list of Commissionerates when it came to per-
formance on 10 key metrics laid down by the
government.Incidentally, the Commissionerate is one of the
youngest in the state, having been created in October 2020
with Sadanand Date, the current National Investigation
Agency (NIA) chief, being the first police chief.

The various police units were ranked on metrics in-
cluding the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in police investi-
gations, office efficiency, and improving the lives of citizens,
among others.Mira-Bhayandar, Vasai-Virar (MBVV) Police
Commissioner Madhukar Pandey told The Indian Express
about the various measures undertaken by them to ensure
their performance was better.The MBVV police introduced
the AI challan system whereby all cameras were trained to
detect multiple traffic violations like a person riding a bike
without a helmet or triple seat riding, and save their regis-
tration numbers.These images are automatically captured
by the CCTV cameras, which are then reviewed by the
police officer, and challans are generated for the erring
vehicles.“In other police units, there are officers who manu-

ally spot traffic violations by looking at CCTV footage and
then issue a challan. Here, it is done automatically, thereby
making better use of resources like the CCTV camera net-
work,” Pandey said.“We revamped our police website and
made it mobile-friendly as well, as many come to the website
from their mobile phones,” Pandey said. He added that they
also have a green website, meaning the infrastructure on
which their site is hosted has a negligible carbon footprint.
Other environmentally friendly methods include reducing
the size of photos on the website from 10 MB to 1 MB, so
that people who download them do not need more
internet.“We have maintained a pleasant working atmo-
sphere for visitors coming to the police stations, which in-
cludes things like having a visitor’s room, good chairs, and
purified water,” said the police commissioner.

There are big screens at the station houses guiding
visitors on which officer to approach for their particular task,
be it passport verification or registration of a crime. There
are standees kept outside police stations with QR codes
where visitors are asked to provide feedback on their
experiences.“While we don’t look at it minutely, if a particu-
lar police station or officer is constantly getting negative feed-
back, we will look into the reasons,” Pandey said.Some of-
fices, like the DCP Zone (III) and ACP (Virar) offices, were
functioning from residential premises. The MBVV police got
new offices in the Maharashtra Housing and Area Devel-
opment Authority (MHADA) buildings for these officers.The
various vehicles that would be lying outside police stations
for years together have been auctioned off or given to the
legal claimants by getting orders from the courts to clear
the space.In order to deal better with children who are vic-
tims of crimes, the MBVV officers received training from a
UNICEF panel.Pandey said that a child-friendly room with
posters and toys is also in the works at the police stations,
where children would feel comfortable opening up.

1993 Mumbai blasts accused Farooq Takla
found guilty in passport forgery case

 GNS News Agency, May 8
A magistrate court on Saturday sentenced Mohammed

Farooq Yasin Mansoor, one of the accused in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case, to five years in jail in a case
where he forged a passport using someone else’s
identity.Farooq, alias Farooq Takla, 66, has been behind
bars since 2018 and the punishment will be considered
undergone as he has already spent more than five years in
jail as an undertrial.Farooq is facing trial for the 1993 serial
blasts after he was extradited from the UAE. He was de-
clared an absconding accused in 1995 as he had remained
untraced after being named in the blasts as a
conspirator.Farooq was alleged to have been residing in
the UAE under the assumed identity of Mustaq Mohammed
Miya. In 2001, he managed to procure a passport with the
fake identity from the Consulate General of India in Dubai.
This passport expired in 2002. The CBI alleged that Farooq
got another passport issued with the same fake identity from
the Consulate in 2011. This passport was valid till 2021. He
used this passport to come to India in 2018 as Mustaq and
was caught at Delhi airport.The CBI then booked him under
charges including under the Passport Act and sections of
cheating and forgery of the Indian Penal Code.

“Accused nowhere denied that on 8 March 2018, he
came at Delhi airport from Dubai. When the accused deny-
ing about the forged passport, he failed to show that on what
passport, he went to Dubai and on what passport he again
came in India. Accused failed to show that he has a valid
passport of his own name on the relevant date of journey.
Accused failed to give the details of his passport and other
details i.e. when he made application for passport and for
renewal of passport and how he went to Dubai without valid

passport or on which passport,” Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate R D Chavan said in the order on Saturday.During
the trial, Special Public Prosecutor Rajkumar Meena, ap-
pearing for the CBI, submitted that Farooq had written let-
ters addressed to the prime minister, claiming to be Mustaq.
It submitted handwritten specimens to claim that the appli-
cation for a passport was forged and also recorded the state-
ment of the real Mustaq whose identity was used for the
passport. The court relied on forensic evidence as well as
witness testimonies including the immigration officer at Delhi
airport.

“Evidence on record i.e. oral and documentary evi-
dence shows that the accused Mohammed Farooq Yasin
Mansoor @Farooq Takla applied for the passport and re-
newal of passport by using the name Mustaq Mohammed
Miya, which is not his real name. The passport application
and passport contains false particulars, false information
and forged signature. It shows that the accused by hiding
his real identity and submitting false information obtained
the passport and also got it renewed,” the court said.

BSF seizes 12 gold biscuits worth Rs 1.56
crore along India-Bangladesh border

GNS News Agency, May 8
BSF-India-Bangladesh-BorderThe BSF said the sus-

pects escaped into the crowded Phulbari (Banpur) village
in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal, taking advantage
of the population density. In a major crackdown on smug-
gling, the Border Security Force (BSF) South Bengal Fron-
tier recovered gold and silver worth over Rs 1.64 crore in
two separate operations conducted Saturday along the In-
dia-Bangladesh border in West Bengal.

In the first operation, acting on a credible tip-off, BSF
personnel from the 32 Battalion’s Banpur outpost in Nadia
district set up an ambush near the border fencing. Around
11 am, they noticed suspicious activity—three people on
the Indian side were seen approaching the fencing as a
person from Bangladesh threw packets across the border.
As the trio moved in to collect them, BSF troops moved to
intercept.The BSF said the suspects escaped into the
crowded Phulbari (Banpur) village in the Darjeeling district
of West Bengal, taking advantage of the population density.
Despite their escape, a swift search of the area led to the
recovery of 12 gold biscuits wrapped in plastic. The total
weight of the seized gold was 1,662 grams, with an esti-
mated value of Rs 1.56 crore.In a separate operation later
in the day, BSF jawans from the 143 Battalion’s Tarali out-
post intercepted an Indian smuggler at the Nityanandkati
check post in North 24 Parganas. He had hidden 10.83 kg
of silver ornaments inside the oil tank of his motorcycle.
The seized silver is valued at Rs 8.36 lakh.

Both recoveries have been handed over to the authori-
ties concerned, and investigations are ongoing to trace those
involved, said the BSF.The BSF, in its release, has encour-
aged locals to share any information related to smuggling

by calling BSF’s Seema Sathi helpline at 14419 or mes-
saging on WhatsApp at 9903472227.“Tipsters will be re-
warded and their identity kept confidential. We are vigilant
and determined to protect the border from illegal trade ac-
tivities,” said a BSF official.

Declassified 1993 CIA study on the
possibility of war between India and Pakistan

8 held for killing Mangaluru
 Bajrang Dal member, police say accused
collaborated to eliminate common enemy

GNS News Agency, May 8
The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has recently

declassified a National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) prepared
by it in 1993 to evaluate the possibility of war between India
and Pakistan in the 1990s. The document was cleared to
be released in February 2025 and is now available on US
government websites. With India and Pakistan locked in
yet another confrontation, which may bring the two coun-
tries to war or at least on the brink of it, it is interesting to
notice that many of the postulates mentioned in the three-
decades-old dossier still hold true.While the NIE gave a low
probability of a conventional war taking place between the
two countries in that period of time, it rates the possibility of
war between India and Pakistan as about 1 in 5. It also
pointed out that war could still happen due to a variety of
factors, one of which could be a “spectacular terror outrage
that one side believed the other directed or abetted”.

“Indian security personnel are fighting an insurgency
(in Jammu and Kashmir) that appears to have no end. Fir-
ing incidents along the Line of Control are common, par-
ticularly in the spring when militants begin their seasonal
infiltrations across the Line of Control. In our judgment, In-
dian security forces can prevent Kashmir’s secession or
its acquisition by Pakistan, but these forces will not be able
to defeat the insurgency in this decade,” the NIE says.It
goes on to say that Kashmiri militants have the staying
power to tie down substantial numbers of Indian security
personnel. “New Delhi will continue efforts begun last spring
to establish a dialogue with Kashmiris with the goal of ulti-
mately holding state elections. New Delhi hopes that divi-
sions among the militants and war weariness among
Kashmiris will work in its favor. These efforts to restart the
political process in the war-torn state probably will falter
because Kashmiri moderates have been weakened by New
Delhi’s tough security policies and because Kashmiri
hardliners are intransigent,” the report says.

It mentions that Pakistan uses the Kashmir issue as a
foreign policy bludgeon against India. Whenever discontent
in Jammu and Kashmir erupts, Islamabad highlights the
problem and demands international action favourable to
Pakistan’s interests in the dispute, the report says.Festive
offer india pakistan war pointed out that war could still hap-
pen due to a variety of factors, one of which could be a
“spectacular terror outrage that one side believed the other
directed or abetted”. (Express Photo)“New Delhi and
Islamabad are unlikely to stop supporting secessionist and
other militants in each other’s territory. Pakistan has had a

more aggressive campaign than has India. Pakistan wants
the secession of Kashmir and has a receptive audience
there. India has supported ethnic separatists in Pakistan,
but the effort has been comparatively small. India has no
desire to annex Pakistani territory. Both sides will be wary
that extremist attacks could invite military retaliation or US
sanctions,” says the report.The NIE says that despite these
flashpoints, overall, the possibility of war between India and
Pakistan is about 1 in 5 for the following reasons:

  Leaders on each side will fear the other’s nuclear
weapons potential and thus will be cautious about risking a
conflict that could escalate to the nuclear levelKey Indian
and Pakistani leaders are deeply concerned that a fourth
war cannot be kept limited.The likely deployment of nuclear-
capable missiles and development of nuclear warheads
before the end of the decade will increase bilateral tensions
but should, in the long run, provide a more credible deter-
rent, particularly for Pakistan.Military leaders will exercise
caution because they know they cannot achieve victory at
an acceptable cost. Both militaries will remain ill-equipped
for war. Budget constraints, supply disruptions, and the
burden of internal security duties will continue to undermine
readinessIndia outnumbers Pakistan in almost every cat-
egory of military capability – a disparity not likely to change
in this decade. India, however, has no overriding strategic
interest in initiating a war with Pakistan Pakistani military
leaders probably believe that another conflict with India could
well destroy the Pakistan military, if not the stateThe NIE
also gives out arguments in support of its hypothesis on
why war could still break out between India and Pakistan. It
states that Pakistani war plans call for pre-emptive strikes
against Indian forces if Pakistani leaders are convinced an
all-out attack is imminent because Pakistan lacks the stra-
tegic depth to absorb such an attack.The report says war
could also take place under the following conditionsIf India’s
military leaders were convinced – rightly or wrongly – that
Pakistani units were preparing another conventional assault
on Kashmir, they probably would order armoured strike units
into wartime positions in Punjab and Rajasthan. That, in turn,
would prompt Pakistani counter moves.

 A spectacular terrorist outrage that one side believed
the other directed or abetted.An Indian military cross-bor-
der action, for example, to close infiltration routes along the
Line of Control or to punish Pakistan for supporting
terrorism.The NIE also touches upon the two incidents,
which had taken place a few years earlier, that brought the
two countries to the brink of war.

“Indo-Pakistani crises of 1987 and 1990 were symp-
tomatic of the deep suspicions each side harbors about the
other’s intentions. In early 1987, India’s BRASSTACKS
military exercises precipitated a high-stakes game of mili-
tary brinkmanship.“Diplomatic intervention by Pakistan’s
martial law ruler defused tensions and allowed both sides
to step back from the brink. Two years later, Pakistan
staged its own major exercise, ‘Strike of the Believers’ (Ex-
ercise Zarb-e-Momin),” the NIE says.The NIE says the 1990
crisis stemmed from India’s deployment of additional troops
to Kashmir. “The Pakistan Army’s subsequent preparations
for a major summer training exercise – probably intended
to send a message to New Delhi – and Indian assessments
of unusually large Pakistani force deployments in late April
caused alarm in New Delhi. India then deployed armored,
artillery, and infantry units closer to the border,” it says.

 GNS News Agency, May 8
The Mangaluru police in Karnataka Saturday arrested

eight men in connection with the murder of history-sheeter
Bajarang Dal member Suhas Shetty and said a probe re-
vealed that he was killed in retaliation to the murder of one
Mohammed Fazil in 2022 and an attack on another man in
2023. Shetty was the prime accused in the Fasil murder
case.The arrested have been identified as Abdul Safwan,
29, and Niyaz, 28, both residents of Shantigudde;
Mohammed Muzamil, 32, from Kenjar, who was recently
employed in Saudi Arabia and married just four months ago;
Kalandhar Shafi, 31, from Kursugudde, working in
Bengaluru; Ranjith, 19, and Nagraj, 20, from Kalasa in
Chikkamagaluru; Mohammed Rizwan, 28, from Jokatte,
another returnee from Saudi Arabia; and Adil Maharoof, the
brother of Fazil.The group comprises drivers, masons,
salesmen, and other workers, indicating a network of di-
verse backgrounds, said the police.A group of assailants,
armed with blunt objects, allegedly surrounded Shetty and

inflicted fatal injuries before fleeing. Shetty faced five cases
against him, including four in Mangaluru city and one in
Dakshina Kannada district.Mangaluru City Police Commis-
sioner Anupam Agrawal revealed that the murder of Shetty
was a pre-planned act. “The assailants arrived in a Swift
car and a Bolero pickup, intercepted Shetty’s vehicle, and
brutally murdered him.”According to Agrawal, the con-
spiracy was orchestrated by Abdul Safwan, who had been
attacked in 2023 in a case where Shetty was suspected to
have played a role.Driven by fear of revenge, Safwan alleg-
edly collaborated with others, eventually connecting with
Adil Maharoof. An alleged deal was struck for Rs 5 lakh to
execute the murder, with Rs 3 lakh reportedly paid
upfront.As the plan unfolded, Kaladhar Shafi, Rizwan, and
Niyaz became part of the conspiracy, said the police. Niyaz
then brought in Ranjith and Nagraj, who were familiar with
him and had previously stayed at Safwan’s house.The po-
lice also said the group had attempted to kill Shetty on two
earlier occasions but failed. The vehicles used during the
attack were confirmed to have been rented.When ques-
tioned about possible links to Fazil’s murder, Commissioner
Agrawal noted that Safwan and Adil Maharoof’s motives
appeared aligned.Addressing rumours sparked by a viral
video, Agrawal clarified that two burqa-clad women seen in
the footage were relatives of one of the accused and are
being questioned as part of the probe.Fazil, 23, was hacked
to death by a gang of four masked men on July 28, 2022, at
the Bee Jay’s clothing store in Surathkal.Following Shetty’s
murder, Dakshina Kannada district witnessed a shutdown
in most parts, following a bandh call given by the Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the prohibitory order clamped
by the district administration.

Singer Sonu Nigam
booked in Bengaluru for

‘linking Kannada song re-
quest’ to Pahalgam attack

Sonu Nigam BengaluruVideo of Sonu Nigam's reac-
tion quickly went viral and drew sharp criticism, particularly
for referencing the Pahalgam terrorist attack.

Sonu Nigam Kannada song controversy: Police have
booked renowned singer Sonu Nigam after he allegedly took
offence at how he was asked to sing a Kannada song at a
Bengaluru event, retorting that “this was the attitude that
resulted in the Pahalgam attack”.After a complaint was
lodged alleging Sonu Nigam insulted the people of Karnataka
with his comment, the Avalahalli police registered an FIR
under sections 351(1) (criminal intimidation), 352 (intentional
insult to provoke breach of peace), and 353 (public mis-
chief) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita On April 25, when
Sonu Nigam performed at East Point College of Engineer-
ing in Avalahalli, an audience member requested that he
sing a Kannada song. Nigam, who has sung numerous hit
Kannada songs, allegedly took offence at the manner of
the request.Video of Sonu Nigam’s reaction quickly went
viral and drew sharp criticism, particularly for referencing
the Pahalgam terrorist attack. And Dharmaraj A, president
of the Karnataka Rakshana Vedike’s Bengaluru district unit,
filed a police complaint stating the comments could incite
tensions between linguistic groups within Karnataka.“By
equating a simple request to sing a Kannada song with a
terrorist act, Sonu Nigam insulted the Kannadiga commu-
nity and conflated their cultural pride and linguistic identity
with violence and intolerance,” the complaint read.

Take steps to enact Advocates Protection Bill
expeditiously, High Court tells Delhi govt

The Delhi High Court recently told the Delhi govern-
ment to take “expeditious steps” for enacting the Advocates
Protection Bill.Justice Sachin Datta gave the directions on
April 21 while hearing a petition filed by advocates Deepa
Joseph and Alpha Phiris Dayal, seeking direction for the
Centre and the Delhi government to consider enacting the
Advocates Protection Bill in the Capital.According to a sta-
tus report filed by the Delhi government on September 9,
2024, the final draft of the Advocates Protection Bill, 2024
has been prepared by the Law Department, and the draft is
required to be considered by the Council of
Ministers.However, a copy of this draft was not provided to
the applicants who had approached the High Court. “In the
circumstances, the present application is allowed. The
GNCTD (Government of the National Capital Territory of
Delhi) is directed to provide a draft of the Advocate Protec-
tion Bill, 2024 to the applicant,” said the High Court. It also
directed the Delhi government to file a fresh status report
by May 28.The High Court, through an order passed on

May 25, 2023, had directed the Delhi government to file a
status report in relation to the first draft of the Delhi Advo-
cates Protection Bill, which was prepared by the coordina-
tion committee (of all district court bar associations). This
draft was sent to the law minister and the chief minister of
Delhi. The Law Department then prepared the final draft of
the Bill.The draft prepared by the coordination committee
recommended police protection, compensation, protection
of action in the due conduct of duties by advocates, protec-
tion from illegal arrests, and the formation of grievance
redressal committees. Advocate K C Mittal is representing
this committee in court, and Advocate Nagendra Kumar is
its chairman.“Now we are going to get to see the Bill…this
will be the future of lawyers’ safety. This was long overdue.
We put in a lot of effort to prepare the draft,” said Mittal, who
helped the committee draft the billHe also  that Rajasthan is
the only state in the country that has enacted a law granting
protection to advocates.
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Ukraine and US have finally signed
minerals deal. What does it include?

The mechanics of crowd control:
anticipation, preparation, prevention

Kyiv: After months of tense negotiations, the US and
Ukraine signed a deal that is expected to give Washington
access to the country’s critical minerals and other natural
resources, an agreement Kyiv hopes will secure long-term
support for its defense against Russia.According to Ukrai-
nian officials, the version of the deal signed on Wednesday
is far more beneficial to Ukraine than previous versions,
which they said reduced Kyiv to a junior partner and gave
Washington unprecedented rights to the country’s re-
sources. The deal itself has not yet been made public, but
the Economy Ministry and the Prime Minister’s office have
offered some details.The agreement — which the Ukrai-
nian parliament must ratify — would establish a reconstruc-
tion fund for Ukraine that Ukrainian officials hope will be a
vehicle to ensure future American military assistance.

A previous agreement was nearly signed before be-
ing derailed in a tense Oval Office meeting involving US
President Donald Trump, US Vice President JD Vance and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.“We have formed
a version of the agreement that provides mutually benefi-
cial conditions for both countries. This is an agreement in
which the United States notes its commitment to promot-
ing long-term peace in Ukraine and recognizes the contri-
bution that Ukraine has made to global security by giving
up its nuclear arsenal,” Ukrainian Economy Minister Yulia
Svyrydenko said in a post on Facebook.

The signing comes during what US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said would be a “very critical” week for US-
led efforts to end the war that appear to have stalled. Ukraine
sees the deal as a way to ensure that its biggest and most
consequential ally stays engaged and doesn’t freeze mili-
tary support, which has been key in its 3-year-old fight
against Russia’s full-scale invasion.“This agreement sig-
nals clearly to Russia that the Trump administration is com-
mitted to a peace process centred on a free, sovereign,
and prosperous Ukraine over the long term,” Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent said in a statement.

What does the deal include?
The deal covers minerals, including rare earth ele-

ments, but also other valuable resources including oil and
natural gas, according to details released by Ukrainian offi-
cials. It does not include resources that are already a source
of revenue for the Ukrainian State. In other words, any prof-
its under the deal are dependent on the success of new
investments.While Trump has repeatedly expressed inter-

est in Ukraine’s rare earth elements, it unclear what other
minerals might be part of the deal. Earlier this year, Andrii
Yermak, the head of Ukraine’s presidential office, said it
could include lithium, titanium or uranium. The agreement
ensures full ownership of the resources remains with
Ukraine, according to Ukrainian officials. The state will de-
termine where and what can be extracted.It also does not
refer to any debt obligations for Ukraine, the officials have
said, meaning profits from the fund will not go toward the
paying the US back for its previous support.

What are rare earth elements?
They are a group of 17 elements that are essential to

many kinds of consumer technology, including cellphones,
hard drives and electric and hybrid vehicles. China is the
world’s largest producer of rare earth elements, and both
the US and Europe have sought to reduce their dependence
on Beijing, Trump’s chief geopolitical adversary.

How will the fund work?
The agreement establishes a reconstruction invest-

ment fund, and both the US and Ukraine will have an equal
say in its management, according to Svyrydenko. The fund
will be supported by the US government through the US
International Development Finance Corporation agency,
which Ukraine hopes will attract investment and technol-
ogy from American and European countries.Ukraine is ex-
pected to contribute 50% of all future profits from govern-
ment-owned natural resources into the fund. The United
States will also contribute in the form of direct funds and
equipment, including badly needed air defense systems and
other military aid.Contributions to the fund will be reinvested
in projects related to mining, oil and gas as well as infra-
structure. No profits will not be taken from the fund for the
first 10 years.Trump administration officials initially pushed
for a deal in which Washington would receive $500 billion in
profits from exploited minerals as compensation for its war-
time support. But Zelenskyy rejected the offer, saying he
would not sign off on an agreement “that will be paid off by
10 generations of Ukrainians.”

What is the state of Ukraine’s minerals industry?
Ukraine’s rare earth elements are largely untapped

because of state policies regulating the industry, a lack of
good information about deposits, and the war. The industry’s
potential is unclear since geological data is thin because
mineral reserves are scattered across Ukraine, and exist-
ing studies are considered largely inadequate.In general,
however, the outlook for Ukrainian natural resources is
promising. The country’s reserves of titanium, a key com-
ponent for the aerospace, medical and automotive indus-
tries, are believed to be among Europe’s largest. Ukraine
also holds some of Europe’s largest known reserves of
lithium, which is required to produce batteries, ceramics
and glass.In 2021, the Ukrainian mineral industry accounted
for 6.1% of the country’s gross domestic product and 30%
of exports.An estimated 40% of Ukraine’s metallic mineral
resources are inaccessible because of Russian occupa-
tion, according to data from We Build Ukraine, a Kyiv-based
think tank. Ukraine has argued that it’s in Trump’s interest
to develop the remainder before Russian advances cap-
ture more.

In his 1997 book ‘Dominance Without Hegemony’, his-
torian Ranajit Guha recounted how Mahatma Gandhi, “per-
haps India’s foremost ideologue of self-discipline”, created
an “elaborate” set of rules about how people should behave
around him as they travelled the country. To Gandhi, Guha
wrote, a haphazard crowd was “unmanageable”, “uncon-
trollable”, “undisciplined”, and ultimately entailed a “moboc-
racy”. Gandhi demanded “sacrifice, discipline, and self-con-
trol” and deplored the “instances of noise and confusion”.
Yet he often suffered what Guha called a frustration “deeply
felt”.As anthropologist Ajay Gandhi wrote in a 2013 paper,
“For nationalist reformers, proper comportment signalled a
people’s capacity to be modern and responsible. The
‘rogues’ … who could not maintain decorum had to be ex-
pelled from official nationalism.”

On July 2, 2024, a crowd crush in Mughal Garhi vil-
lage in Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras district, at the end of a con-
clave organised by self-proclaimed spiritual guru Suraj Pal
Singh, left 121 people dead. Subsequent media reports sug-
gested the local police had granted permission for 80,000
people to gather whereas some 2.5 lakh turned up. Even
as Mr. Singh departed the venue in his car, “thousands of
devotees shouted and ran towards the vehicle, crushing
others still seated,” Reuters said citing a subsequent first
information report. “Some people were trampled after fall-
ing in an adjacent field of slush and mud.”

On December 4, 2024, actor Allu Arjun made an ap-
pearance at the Sandhya Theatre premises in Hyderabad.
As the throngs of people who had gathered for a film’s pre-
mier rushed towards him, a woman was trampled under-
foot and her eight-year-old son was critically injured. Mem-
bers of the duo’s family later filed a criminal complaint
against Mr. Arjun and his security detail, the theatre’s owner,
and the film’s makers. According to an officer investigating
the incident, the actor’s security guards blocked exit points
from the screening hall to stem the tide of people flowing
towards him.On January 29, 2025, a crowd crush during
the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, left at
least 50 dead and more than a hundred injured. At the 1954
Kumbh, more than 800 people died in a crowd collapse;
similar events claimed the lives of 39 at the Nashik Kumbh
in 2003, 36 at the Allahabad Kumbh in 2013, and 10 at an-
other Nashik Kumbh in 2015. The 2021 Kumbh Mela in
Haridwar is widely believed to have been a ‘superspreader’
event after the Indian government allowed it to go ahead
despite the COVID-19 pandemic.

Before the 2025 Kumbh began, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had said it would happen under the gaze of
2,700 cameras outfitted with artificial intelligence (AI) mod-
els able to spot unsafe instances of crowding and alert the
authorities, so they could ameliorate the risk, in real-time.
Reuters reported that the “software running the cameras”
sends updates to a control centre staffed by more than 500
people when it “detects a surge in any one section of the
festival city, a fire, or if people cross barricades they are
not supposed to.” After the incident, State chief minister Yogi
Adityanath commissioned an independent judicial inquiry.On
February 15, a ‘stampede’ at the New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion (NDLS) left 18 people dead and several more injured.
Initial reports from the ground indicated the incident involved
trains headed for the Mela in Prayagraj.Most recently, on
May 3, at least seven people were killed and 80 more were
injured during another alleged ‘stampede’, in truth a crowd
collapse, in Shirgao village in the Bicholim taluka of Goa,
where several lakh people had gathered for an annual reli-

gious festibal at the Shree Lairai Devi temple. Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant has since called for a magisterial in-
quiry and sought help from Prime Minister Modi for the State.

Who is responsible?
“Stampede … is a loaded word as it apportions blame

to the victims for behaving in an irrational, self-destructive,
unthinking and uncaring manner. … It gives the impression
that it was a mindless crowd only caring about themselves,
and they were prepared to crush people.” Edwin Galea, a
fire-safety engineering and evacuation dynamics expert,
uttered these words to a journalist after the Seoul crowd
crush in October 2022 that killed 150 people.Events known
as ‘stampedes’, ‘crowd crushes’, and ‘crowd collapses’ all
start with crowding, when a large group of people gather in
a bounded location and their number continues to increase
until it crosses an important threshold. Up to five people per
sq. m is okay. Between five and eight, the people are
pressed against each other, and beyond eight they are
packed so tightly that they may develop trouble breathing.
A crowd crush occurs when people are constricted by the
mass of others around them and can’t move on their own.
A crowd collapse happens when one person in this tightly
packed mass falls down, with the pressure of others around
the individual causing them to fall as well. Seen from above,
the crowd seems to progressively implode into a void.

A stampede occurs technically when a crowd of
people runs towards or away from something, i.e. when the
people are excited or frightened. When people die in a stam-
pede, public conversations concerned with its cause use
the word “panic”. But experts like Galea have repeatedly
concluded that the people who run in a stampede can’t be
to blame for the people who die in the stampede. As
Manchester Metropolitan University professor of crowd
science Keith Still said in 2015, “People don’t die because
they panic. They panic because they are dying.”The death,
or more broadly some tragedy, happens first — due to a
crowd crush or collapse, say — before it becomes com-
pounded by the architecture of the space. If the space
doesn’t allow people to escape harm quickly, they
panic.According to an official estimate, around 66 crore
people attended the 2025 Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh, over 45 days. Say there were 5 crore people
at the venue at any point in time. To accommodate them at
five people per sq. m, the venue would have had to span 10
sq. km. In reality, the Uttar Pradesh government had cre-
ated a space 40 sq. km large. This included room for kitch-
ens, parking spaces, bathrooms, roads, hospitals, admin-
istrative facilities, and, presumably, some water bodies.But
even accounting for all of them, there should have been
more than enough square-footage to admit crowding at a
manageable level.

Trump Calls For 100%
Tariff on Movies Made Overseas

GNS News Agency, May 8
Trump said in a Truth Social post Sunday that he has

authorized a 100% tariff on films produced overseas. He
said it was a response to tax incentives in countries such
as the United Kingdom and Canada that have lured a sub-
stantial number of Hollywood films to shoot outside the
U.S.The Movie Industry in America is DYING a very fast
death,” the president wrote. He called international filmmak-
ing incentives “a concerted effort by other Nations and,
therefore, a National Security threat. It is, in addition to ev-
erything else, messaging and propaganda!”

This year’s highest-grossing film, “A Minecraft Movie,”
was shot in Canada. Some of summer’s biggest produc-

tions including “Mission: Impossible – The Final Reckon-
ing” and “Jurassic World Rebirth” were also made primarily
or entirely outside the U.S.London in particular has become
a thriving hub for Hollywood productions. Disney’s Marvel
Studios is shooting a pair of upcoming Avengers sequels
there.Trump said he authorized the Commerce Department
and the U.S. Trade Representative to immediately begin
the process of instituting a 100% tariff on movies made
abroad.“We’re on it,” U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick posted on X.It is unclear how such a tariff would
work because movies aren’t physical goods that move
through ports like most items subject to tariffs. The Trump
administration would need to determine how to value a movie
in order to apply the tariffs, as well as what the threshold
would be to classify it as an import.If other countries im-
posed reciprocal tariffs, it could devastate the Hollywood
studios, as most big-budget event films earn most of their
revenue overseas.Representatives for the Motion Picture
Association of America, the trade group for major Holly-
wood studios and streaming companies, and the White
House didn’t immediately respond to requests for
comment.Trump in January appointed actors Jon Voight,
Mel Gibson and Sylvester Stallone as his “special ambas-
sadors” to Hollywood. He said they would help bring back
Hollywood business lost to foreign countries.“These three
very talented people will be my eyes and ears, and I will get
done what they suggest,” he said.

Navigating pregnancy sugar level changes
and managing gestational diabetes

Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) is a type of dia-
betes that develops during pregnancy, typically around the
24th to 28th week. Unlike type 1 or type 2 diabetes, GDM
occurs when hormones from the placenta interfere with in-
sulin, a hormone that regulates blood sugar. This leads to
insulin resistance, where the body cannot use insulin effec-
tively, and causing glucose to accumulate in the blood.

Why does it happen?
During pregnancy, the placenta produces hormones

like estrogen and cortisol, which help sustain the pregnancy
but also block insulin’s action. As the placenta grows, these
hormones increase, worsening insulin resistance. While
most pregnant women develop some insulin resistance by
the third trimester, those with risk factors like obesity, a
family history of diabetes, or advanced maternal age (over
25) are more likely to develop GDM. Ethnicity also plays a
role, with higher risks for South Asian, Hispanic, Native
American, and Pacific Islander individuals.Gestational dia-
betes (GDM) usually doesn’t cause clear symptoms, but
some women may feel very thirsty or need to urinate more
often. Between the 24th and 28th week of pregnancy, doc-
tors test for GDM by having the woman drink a sugary so-
lution and then checking her blood sugar.If needed, a more
detailed test is done by giving a 75-gram sugar drink and
measuring blood sugar levels at different times. GDM is
diagnosed if the fasting blood sugar is 92 mg/dL or higher,
or if the blood sugar is 180 mg/dL or more one hour after
consuming sugar drink, or 153 mg/dL or more two hours
after consuming sugar drink.Uncontrolled GDM can lead
to complications for both the mother and baby. Babies may
grow too large (macrosomia), increasing the risk of birth

injuries or caesarean delivery. After birth, infants may de-
velop low blood sugar (hypoglycaemia) or breathing diffi-
culties. Mothers face higher risks of high blood pressure
(preeclampsia), preterm labour, and type 2 diabetes later in
life.To keep blood sugar levels in check, management in-
volves a balanced diet with controlled portions, regular ex-
ercise to improve insulin sensitivity, and monitoring blood
sugar levels. If needed, insulin injections or medications like
metformin may be prescribed.

Before pregnancy, maintaining a healthy weight and
staying active can lower the risk of GDM. After delivery,
blood sugar levels usually return to normal, but both mother
and child have a higher lifetime risk of type 2 diabetes. Regu-
lar check-ups, a nutritious diet, and exercise can help miti-
gate these risks.Gestational diabetes, while manageable,
requires careful attention to protect maternal and foetal
health. Early diagnosis, consistent monitoring, and healthy
lifestyle choices play pivotal roles in ensuring a safe preg-
nancy and reducing long-term health risks.

Cera has over Rs 600 crore cash, no debt, and big
plans, but is the market already paying for it?
Walk into any middle-class home built in the 1990s or

early 2000s, and chances are that you’d find a Cera com-
mode or washbasin. It didn’t stand out, but it was always
there, quietly shaping India’s sanitation story.Today, though,
the Indian bathroom is no longer just a utility space. It’s a
canvas of aspiration. Rain showers, matte black faucets,
sensor taps, and high-gloss vanity basins now define what
homeowners want.And Cera? It’s no longer just about
sanitaryware, it’s pitching itself as a full-fledged “bathroom
solutions” brand, competing in both affordability and luxury.

Investors who spotted this early made a fortune. From
Rs 15 in the 2000s to nearly Rs 10,000 in mid-2024, Cera
became one of those rare, understated compounders. But
now, after a 40% drawdown, the stock trades closer to Rs
5,500. Growth has cooled, valuations remain steep, and
competition is intensifying.So the question is: Was the Rs
10,000 peak the end of the story, or just a pause before the
next flush of growth?For much of its early history, Cera
Sanitaryware was a specialist in ceramic sanitaryware: toi-
lets, washbasins, and urinals, the unglamorous essentials
of middle-class Indian bathrooms. But as consumer tastes
evolved and bathrooms became lifestyle statements, Cera
expanded its horizon. Today, it positions itself not as a ce-
ramics maker, but as a full-spectrum bathroom solutions
provider, a shift that’s as strategic as it is symbolic.

That pivot is no small feat. Just a decade ago, faucets
were a marginal contributor. Today, they’re almost as im-
portant as the company’s original breadwinner. And the fau-
cet segment, notably, is growing faster.But product diversi-
fication is only one part of the story. The other is the cus-
tomer mix.Roughly two-thirds of Cera’s revenue still comes
from retail buyers and homeowners building or renovating,
often in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities where the brand has deep
roots. The remaining third comes from institutional clients:
real estate developers, hotels, and large-scale
contractors.It’s a delicate but effective balance. Retail of-
fers quicker cash cycles and steady volume. Institutional
orders offer scale and visibility, but come with longer pay-
ment terms and tighter margins. Managing both well requires
operational discipline, and Cera has walked that tightrope
with finesse.Coming out of the pandemic, India’s housing
market surged. Interest rates were low, residential comple-
tions picked up pace, and homeowners poured savings into
bathroom upgrades. Cera capitalised on this momentum.

These were standout numbers for a company in a
cyclical sector, reflecting both operating leverage and prod-
uct mix gains.But FY24 brought a cooling breeze. Higher
inflation and rising home loan rates softened retail demand,
especially in the second half of the year.

Revenue growth slowed to just 4%, reaching Rs 1,871
crore. Gross margins marginally improved, with net profit
still rising to Rs 239 crore, supported by tight control on
overheads, stable input costs, and a modest price hike.It
was, in essence, a year of resilient deceleration. The com-
pany didn’t break records, but it did protect its core without
borrowing and without discounting its brand.

Add to this a net debt position of zero and cash re-

serves of over Rs 600 crore, and you have a business that
is not just profitable, but self-sustaining. Cera has the capi-
tal to grow, the distribution to scale, and the brand equity to
command pricing power. What it chooses to do with that
headroom over the next five years may well determine
whether it can replicate the kind of wealth creation it deliv-
ered in the last two decades.

Early signs from 9MFY25: Muted topline, softening
marginsIf FY23 was a breakout year and FY24 a breather,
then the first nine months of FY25 suggest a year of slow
grind.EBITDA declined by 6.1%, falling to Rs 232 crore from
Rs 247 crore a year ago. PAT dipped 1.8%, coming in at
Rs 161 crore compared to Rs 164 crore in
9MFY24.Margins are also under pressure: EBITDA mar-
gin fell to 16.8%, while PAT margin softened to 11.6%, both
down 40-50 basis points from the previous
year.Sequentially, the picture is even more telling. Q3 FY25
revenue dropped 9.3% QoQ, and PAT fell 32.4% compared
to Q2, suggesting that consumer sentiment may have
weakened further during the festive quarter.

So far, FY25 looks like a year of consolidation, not
acceleration. Volume growth is tepid, and while Cera is pre-
serving profitability through operating discipline, pricing
power alone may not be enough if demand remains sub-
dued into FY26.Figure 2a: Financial Overview. Source:
Quarterly Report Dec’24 Figure 2a: Financial Overview.
Source: Quarterly Report Dec’24Yet, what stands out is
this: despite these headwinds, the company remains debt-
free and cash-rich, clocking double-digit net margins and
healthy return ratios.The faucet engine: Cera’s most un-
derrated growth storyIf there’s one part of the Cera story
that hasn’t received enough attention, it’s this: the company’s
biggest tailwind today isn’t ceramic toilets, it’s faucets.In a
typical Indian bathroom, every commode or basin might
have two or three taps, mixers, or showers around it. From
a business standpoint, the market opportunity in faucetware
is not just large, it’s arguably larger than sanitaryware
itself.Cera recognised this early and began expanding into
taps and mixers well before most of its ceramic peers did.
The move is now paying dividends.In FY24, faucetware
accounted for roughly 37% of Cera’s total revenue, up from
around 25% just five years ago.For context, sanitaryware,
still the company’s flagship segment, contributed 50%.
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More Indian women take up jobs,
and still shoulder most household chores

While an increasing number of urban women are en-
tering paid employment, the share of them who do unpaid
household work, such as cooking, shopping, and caring for
children and the elderly, has also grown. This means that
the deep gender divide in doing household chores largely
remains unchanged in India.Although more urban men are
participating in domestic work now, with the share going up
considerably in recent years, the gender divide persists as
the share of such women is already very high and growing.
Notably, these trends are consistent across most States,
with the exception of some north-eastern States, where a
relatively higher proportion of urban men participate in
household chores.Chart 1 shows the share of urban men
and women (above six years of age) who did paid work in
India in 2019 and 2024.Among urban women the share in-
creased from 15.5% to 18% — a 2.5% point rise — while
among urban men it increased from 58.1% to 61.2%. Paid
work includes self-employment, regular wage/salaried jobs,
and casual labour.

Chart 2 shows the share of urban men and women
(above six years of age) who provide unpaid services for
their own use in India in 2019 and 2024.Unpaid provision of
services for own use includes household accounting and
management, purchasing goods, preparing and/or serving

meals, waste disposal and recycling, cleaning, decorating
and maintaining one’s own dwelling and gardening.The share
of women doing such work increased from 79.3% to 81% in
the period, with the share of men increased from 23% to
28.5%.Chart 3 shows the share of urban men and women
(above six years of age) who took care of children, the sick,
the elderly, and differently abled persons in India in 2019
and 2024.The share of urban women doing such work in-
creased from 25.9% to 31.8% in this period, while the share
of men increased from 12.9% to 17.3%.Chart 4 shows the
State-wise share of urban men (horizontal axis) and women
(vertical axis) who did unpaid domestic services for house-
hold members in 2024. All the States show very little varia-
tion and tend to cluster closely together.Across most States,
the share of urban men who did household chores ranged
from 20% to 40%, and the share of urban women ranged
from 75% to 85%.Some north-eastern States stand out. In
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, over 50% men
participated in household chores. Among major States,
Kerala leads with 44% men participating in household
work.Chart 5 shows the State-wise share of urban men (hori-
zontal axis) and women (vertical axis) who did paid em-
ployment and related activities in 2024.Here too, all the
States are mostly grouped together. Across most of them,
the share of urban men who went for work ranged between
55% and 65%, and the share of urban women ranged be-
tween 10% and 25%.Among major States, Tamil Nadu
stands out with 25% of women engaged in paid work com-
pared to close to 9% in Bihar and 10% in Uttar Pradesh.
The share of women who were engaged in employment was
also high in Telangana (24%), Karnataka (22%), and
Himachal Pradesh (23%).The relatively higher share of
women in paid work in Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Karnataka,
and Himachal Pradesh — when considered alongside the
fact that over 80% of women in these States also do house-
hold chores — shows that many women are juggling both
work and domestic responsibilities.

What is GST e-invoicing?
What’s changed from April 1, 2025?

 GNS News Agency, May 8
The Story so far: The GST Council of India approved

and rolled out the ‘e-invoicing’ or ‘electronic invoicing’ eco-
system in a phased manner for reporting of business-to-
business (B2B) invoices to GST portal. As there were no
existing standards/formats then, a standardised format was
introduced across the country, after having several consul-

tations with trade/industry
bodies as well as Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of India. Since then, several
changes were also being
made to the GST e-invoic-
ing rules and regulations.
Before getting into the de-
tails of what is GST e-invoic-
ing and how this works, let’s
first check out the new
rules.

From April 1, 2025,
business houses with an
Annual Aggregate Turn
Over (AATO) of ?10 crore
and above must report/up-
load e-invoices to the In-

voice Registration Portal (IRP) within 30 days from the date
of issue of the document. Earlier, this rule was meant only
for business houses with an AATO of more than ?100 crore.
As the turnover threshold has been reduced drastically,
large number of business houses must comply with this
30-day deadline.Currently, there are no strict regulations
on the deadline of reporting invoices. Therefore, a few busi-
nesses upload invoices in a delayed manner, thereby cre-
ating discrepancies in Input Tax Credit (ITC) claims and
overall tax compliance. But now, the in-built validation in
the IRPs would not allow users from reporting e-Invoices
after the 30-day window. Late submissions would automati-
cally be rejected, with consequences leading to potential
penalties and financial setbacks.From April 1, it is manda-
tory for all taxpayers, irrespective of turnover, to use Two-
Factor Authentication (2FA) system for e-invoice and e-way
bill generation.

What is GST e-invoicing?
GST e-invoicing involves reporting of B2B invoices and

export invoices issued by taxpayers, to their customers,
on the Union Government’s e-invoice portal and getting a
unique Invoice Reference Number (IRN). This doesn’t mean
that the invoice would be generated by the government portal
itself. Further, e-invoice doesn’t simply mean that the in-
voice would be in a soft copy version such as PDF. Ac-
cording to the GST portal, “It’s a faceless system with ma-
jor thrust on API integration so that the eco-system can
exchange the data electronically.”

When was it approved and rolled out?
The standard of GST e-invoice was first approved by

the GST Council in its 37th meeting held on September 20,
2019. e-Invoicing was introduced in India, in a phased man-
ner, in October 2020 for taxpayers with Annual Aggregate
Turn Over (AATO) of more than ?500 crore. Later, in Janu-
ary 2021, the eco-system was extended to taxpayers with
AATO between ?100 and ?500 crore.

What are the documents to be uploaded?
The types of documents that need to be uploaded for

IRN generation include GST Invoices, Credit Notes or Debit
Notes related to B2B supplies and exports.

Which business houses are exempted?
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) units, insurance and

banking sectors including non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs), multiplex cinema admissions, goods transport
agency [transporting goods by road in carriage] and pas-
senger transport services.

What is the e-invoicing process?
To begin with, taxpayers would keep creating GST in-

voices as usual in their own accounting/billing/ERP systems,
during the course of their business. Once this process is
completed from their end, the invoices created by them would
then be reported to the Invoice Registration Portal (IRP).
After the report is made by the taxpayers, the IRP would
return a signed e-invoice with a Unique Invoice Reference
Number (IRN) with a QR code. Then, the invoice with the
QR code would be issued. It may be noted that a GST in-
voice would be valid only with a valid IRN.

What are the advantages?
The e-invoice system has many benefits for business

houses. For instance, the invoice details would be automati-
cally populated into GST return forms or e-way bill forms,
thus reducing time and labour. Further, it helps in the reduc-
tion of disputes and processing costs, as all forms are digi-
tally stored. It helps in improving payment cycles, thus en-
hancing business efficiency. The system uses standardised
and digitally verifiable e-invoice format, based on interna-
tional standards (UBL/PEPPOL). This enhances machine
readability, interoperability and uniform interpretation in the
e-invoicing eco-system across the board. Owing to these
Interoperable services, tax payers could seamlessly switch
over from one portal to other.Further, with the help of GST
e-invoice system fraudulent actions/transactions by a few
unscrupulous taxpayers would be curbed. There would be
considerable reduction in fraud cases as tax authorities have
access to real-time data.What tools are available?e-Invoices
can be reported in multiple modes and taxpayer can choose
any one of the tools they are comfortable with. The available
tools are: API interface, mobile app, GST e-Invoice Prepar-
ing and Printing (GePP) tool (web based online/offline
modes), bulk upload tool etc.

Naseeruddin Shah writes:
The Mughals you don’t know

Aurangzeb row, Aurangzeb tomb, Maharashtra gov-
ernment, Aurangzeb history, who was Aurangzeb,
Aurangzeb tomb, Nagpur violence, Aurangzeb tomb pro-
test, Aurangzeb tomb row, Muslim upliftment, delimitation,
Indian expresssIf DNA testing were around in Aurangzeb’s
time, it would probably have revealed that he had less Mon-
gol, more Rajput blood in him. It was impossible not
to be amused with Balbir Punj’s impassioned take-down of
Aurangzeb (‘The Aurangzeb we know’, IE, March 27) and
the Mughals (read Muslims) and one should offer thanks
that he is not and probably never has been a teacher or a
student of history! If he were, he would know that Islam did
not appear in India with the Mughals but centuries before
them on the Malabar coast, and there’s definitely no record
of temples being destroyed or the citizenry being compelled
to embrace the new religion at that time. And if he delves
into his own lineage, I think the odds would be stacked
against him: He would discover that he too is a sixth-gen-
eration Hindustani, born and brought up here just as
Aurangzeb was. Does that make him an invader too?

In a series of staggering generalisations, Punj blames
the disappearance of non-Muslim communities from
neighbouring countries on the “invaders” who left those
countries and came to India. The Mughals, according to
him, brutalised our country by succeeding “to an extent in
their objective of obliterating the symbols of local inclusive
plural culture and decimating the followers of indigenous
faiths”. He doesn’t stop there, he attributes the death of plu-
ralism, secularism and co-existence in foreign lands like
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan (overlooking India,
that is Bharat, of course) to the disappearance of Hindu-
Buddhist-Sikh communities in those countries. One cannot
help but wonder if he is really serious in making these as-
sertions, because we all know what the cause of the soon-
to-be total disappearance of pluralism, secularism and co-
existence in our own country today is.He resents Aurangzeb
being praised and set up as a “role model” for Muslims in
India, which he most assuredly is not. I very much doubt if
there is a single Muslim in India who hero-worships or iden-

tifies with him, whereas valiant Babur yes, Humayun no
because he ran away, Akbar is respected (thanks largely
to Prithviraj Kapoor), Junkie Jahangir possibly, and the lover
of beauty Shah Jahan most definitely, but not Aurangzeb. I
expect that as a teacher of Mass Communication, Punj
should know the difference between celebrating a person
and speaking objectively of him.Making light of the glorifi-
cation of Nathuram Godse, not even mentioning V D
Savarkar whose portrait now adorns Parliament house, next
to Gandhi ji’s, and being magnanimously forgiving about
the British despite their ruthless loot-maar, and nurturing
the saplings of division and hatred among Hindus and Mus-
lims, illustrate the deep-seated biases Punj suffers from,
and reveals his agenda. The glorification of Sambhaji is for
him totally justified but I wonder if he knows what Guru
Golwalkar and Savarkar himself had to say about that his-
torical personage. The celebration of some people clearly
passes muster while the objective analysis of others gets
him in an uproar. It doesn’t do for an academic to be so
blinkered.Considering that demolishing temples seemed to
be the favorite pastime of the Mughals, doesn’t Punj realise
he’s contradicting himself by asking “how millions of Hin-
dus and thousands of temples survived if Islamic invaders
were so intolerant?” And he doesn’t bother to explain how
the “abysmally small” number of invaders managed to in-
fluence and rule over more than half the Subcontinent and
continue to rule for centuries when their administrative abili-
ties were so poor.But the real conundrum here is why only
the Mughals, who came to settle and not to plunder, have
become the target of unceasing opprobrium by our so-called
patriots. No doubt temples were destroyed in their time, just
as cathedrals and mosques were destroyed in the USSR
and a mosque in China today has actually been turned into
a urinal. The truth is that temples were also built or patronised
by Mughal rulers and, except for Aurangzeb who was un-
doubtedly a bigot and a rabid fundamentalist but also an
ascetic (which incidentally does not detract from his ad-
ministrative abilities), the other Mughals are recorded as
being pretty much secular.The Mughals, instead of looting
and scooting, stayed on and left behind treasures of archi-
tecture, literature, painting, music and poetry. That they are
confused with marauders like Timur, Nadir Shah and
Mahmud Ghaznavi who only came to plunder is not sur-
prising, considering the Islamophobia prevalent the world
over today, nor is the fact that only the Mughal dynasty is
the target of venomous hatred by our jingoists. The
Mamluks, the Slave Dynasty, the Khiljis, the Tughlaqs, the
Lodis are not mentioned because the world is unaware of
their doings. The world knows only the Mughals so they
must be run down. And the Mughals were Muslim, ergo all
Muslims are invaders.And incidentally, if DNA testing were
around in Aurangzeb’s time, it would probably have revealed
that he had less Mongol, more Rajput blood in him.

Women rulers as RSS heroes: A surging
vote bank finds space in Sangh politics

At a time when women have emerged as a crucial
electoral constituency with all political parties vying for their
votes, the RSS too is increasingly celebrating womanhood
by dovetailing its ideology to female leadership. In the past
few years, the organisation has trained its focus on celebrat-
ing the birth anniversaries of women rulers of medieval In-
dia who either fought the Mughals or the western imperial
powers.Hence the RSS has celebrated the birth anniversa-
ries of Ahilyabai Holkar, Rani Durgawati and Rani Abbakka.
While Holkar and Durgawati had fought Muslim rulers,
Abbakka had battled the Portuguese. Plus, the three had
another thing in common for the Sangh — their role in “guard-
ing” Hindu religion.

At the recently concluded meeting of the Akhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS) — the highest decision-
making body of the RSS — Sangh Sarkaryawah (general
Secretary) Dattatreya Hosabale issued a statement mark-
ing the 500th birth anniversary of Rani Abakka.“Ullala Ma-
harani Abbakka, Bharat’s great woman freedom fighter, was
a master administrator, an invincible strategist, and a highly
valiant ruler. … Maharani Abbakka exemplified Bharat’s tra-
dition of inclusivity by promoting the establishment of sev-
eral Shiva temples and pilgrimage sites. During her rule,
she ensured that all religious communities were treated with
equal respect and fostered comprehensive development
across various segments of society,” Hosabale said.Rani
Abbakka is considered the first Tuluva queen of Ullal who
fought the Portuguese in the latter half of the 16th century.
She belonged to the Chowta dynasty, an indigenous Tuluva
dynasty that ruled over parts of coastal Karnataka.Last year,
the RSS had announced a year-long celebration of the 500th
birth anniversary of the 16th-century central India ruler Rani
Durgawati. The celebrations projected Rani Durgawati, a

Rajput married into the Gonds, as a tribal icon “who fought
Muslim invaders”.

“Rani Durgawati had a multi-faceted personality. She
was a Rajput married to a tribal Gond. She protected her
people from the attacks of the invaders. Despite being a
woman, she defeated Muslims thrice,” said Pramod
Pethkar, publicity in-charge of the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
a Chhattisgarh-based outfit under the RSS
umbrella.Durgawati is known to have valiantly fought the
invading forces of Mughal emperor Akbar. After her forces
were eventually defeated in an open-field battle, Durgawati
is said to have taken her own life with a dagger. Her death
is commemorated as Balidan Diwas.Ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls last year, the Sangh had similarly announced
year-long celebrations of Malwa queen Ahilyabai Holkar’s
300th birth anniversary.Born in 1725, Holkar became the
queen of the Malwa region under Maratha rule in 1767 fol-
lowing the deaths of her husband and father-in-law. Holkar
is revered as a feminist figure in history who pioneered edu-
cation for women at a time when it was forbidden, and had
worked on women’s empowerment during her three-decade
reign, which is regarded as among the most prosperous
periods for central India.Holkar’s importance to the Sangh
is also linked to its temple politics as the Malwa kingdom is
known to have renovated temples across the country, most
importantly the Kashi Vishwanath temple, where a legal
battle is currently ongoing over the Gyanvapi mosque.An
RSS functionary, however, said these commemorations
were not merely aimed at celebrating womanhood but all
the “unsung heroes” of India’s struggle against “foreign
invaders”.“The RSS has since the very beginning celebrated
the contributions of rulers who fought the Mughals or the
British. Unfortunately, the historical narrative of mediaeval
India is dominated by Mughals. The Sangh aims to
popularise the contribution of these great Indian personali-
ties who have fought for the nation’s freedom. We celebrated
the anniversary of Lachit Borphukan, who defeated the
Mughals, with equal enthusiasm,” the functionary said.The
development is also connected to recent Sangh efforts to
shake off criticism that it is a male-centric organisation. In
2022, for the first time, the RSS had a woman chief guest,
mountaineer Santosh Yadav, at its annual Dussehra cel-
ebrations. This came two months after general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale regretted the lack of women’s partici-

Nokia to upgrade Vodafone Idea’s optical
transport network for 4G, 5G expansion
New Delhi: Telecom major Nokia on Monday said it

will upgrade and expand Vodafone Idea Limited’s (VIL) op-
tical transport network across key metro and circle loca-
tions in India.The upgrade will increase its capacity, sup-
porting 4G data growth. In addition, Nokia’s equipment will
modernise the network, providing flexibility and efficiency,
and boost VIL’s 5G rollout, the company said in a
statement.“With Nokia’s advanced optical network solutions,
we are excited to build an agile, high-capacity and future-
ready network that will support India’s digital transforma-
tion and drive innovation across sectors,” said Jagbir Singh,
CTO at Vodafone Idea Limited.Among the comprehensive
optical suite of products deployed to enable this network
overhaul include Nokia’s 1830 Photonic Service Switch
(PSS) platform, and its CDC-F 2.0 wavelength switching
technologies.Nokia’s future-ready solution will also enable
VIL to efficiently scale its network from C-band to C+L band
as required, avoiding the need for any forklift changes in
platform or architecture.

According to the company, this deployment will lead
to reduced VIL’s operational costs. Additionally, the project
prioritises sustainability, incorporating energy-efficient so-
lutions and automation-enabled deployment processes to
minimise the carbon footprint.“Our cutting-edge 1830 PSS
technology will ensure their readiness to deliver multi-terabit
data growth and support upcoming quantum-safe services

for their enterprise customers,” said Sang Xulei, Vice Presi-
dent and Head of Network Infrastructure at Nokia Asia
Pacific.The company will also deploy its market-leading
photonic service engine (PSE-Vs) super-coherent optics,
industry-leading Dense Wavelength Division Multiplexing
(DWDM) and optical transport network (OTN) to ensure VIL’s
customers continue to experience great connectivity even
during peak usage times.This significant milestone with VIL,
further cements Nokia’s leadership in India’s optical trans-
port market and commitment to enabling next-generation
connectivity in India, Xulei added.Vodafone Idea Limited
holds a large spectrum portfolio including mid band 5G spec-
trum in 17 circles and mmWave spectrum in 16 circles.

Scientists develop method to expose
cancer cells to immune system

New Delhi: An international research group has devel-
oped a new method to help the immune system recognise
and attack cancer cells by leading them to expose
themselves.Researchers led by Israel’s Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science (WIS) said cancer cells typically evade de-
tection by displaying very few suspicious proteins that the
immune system can identify and target, Xinhua news
agency reported.In the study published in the journal Can-
cer Cell, the team, including from the US and Germany,
disrupted protein production in cancer cells, forcing them to
produce abnormal, recognisable proteins, which could trig-
ger a strong immune response capable of destroying can-
cer cells.In mouse models, the approach has been proven
effective in activating immune cells to target and destroy
cancer cells, inhibiting tumour growth. Combining this
method with existing immunotherapy has led to tumour
eradication in around 40 per cent of the mice, said Yardena
Samuels, who led the research.“An existing type of immu-
notherapy that was not at all effective against the kind of
melanoma we tested suddenly became very effective when
tested in mouse models after the translation process in the
mice’s cancer cells was disrupted,”• Samuels
explained.“This combined treatment managed to eradicate

or greatly reduce the tumour in around 40 per cent of the
mice,” she added. Researchers believe that this break-
through could improve cancer treatments, especially for
patients with cancers that have few mutations.“Finding a
new predictive measure for the effectiveness of immuno-
therapy will allow doctors to offer the treatment to patients
who, until now, were not candidates,” Samuels said.The
team is now exploring how this technique can be applied to
other types of cancer, including breast, pancreas.
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Meta ‘disagrees’ with CCI fine over
WhatsApp privacy policy, plans to appeal

A day after being fined by the Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI), Meta said it “disagrees” with the body’s
decision over WhatsApp’s controversial 2021 privacy policy
update and plans to appeal it.On Monday night, India’s com-
petition watchdog said it was imposing a Rs 213.14 crore
penalty on the social media giant for “abusing” its dominant
position in relation to the messaging platform’s privacy policy
update from three years ago. The concerns revolved around
how the privacy policy was implemented, and user data
was collected and shared with other Meta companies.“…the
2021 update did not change the privacy of people’s per-
sonal messages and was offered as a choice for users at
the time. We also ensured no one would have their accounts
deleted or lose functionality of the WhatsApp service be-
cause of this update,” Meta said in a statement on Tues-
day, following the CCI’s decision.

“The update was about introducing optional business
features on WhatsApp, and provided further transparency
about how we collect and use data. And since that time,
WhatsApp has been incredibly valuable to people and busi-
nesses, enabling organisations and government institutions
to deliver citizen services through COVID and beyond, and
as well as supporting small businesses, all of which fur-
thers the Indian economy. WhatsApp is able to do all of this
because it offers services supported by Meta,” it
added.Beyond the monetary fine by CCIThe Commission
also issued cease-and-desist directions, asking Meta and
WhatsApp to implement certain behavioural remedies within
a defined timeline. As per the CCI’s order, WhatsApp will
not be allowed to share user data collected on its platform
with other Meta Companies for advertising purposes, for a
period of five years.The CCI said it has concluded that the
policy update on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis “constitutes an
imposition of unfair conditions” under the Competition
Act.Regarding data sharing between Meta companies, the
Commission said that sharing of WhatsApp users’ data be-
tween Meta companies for purposes other than providing
the messaging service “creates an entry barrier for the ri-
vals of Meta” and “results in denial of market access in the
display advertisement market”.“Meta has engaged in lever-
aging its dominant position in the OTT (over the top) mes-
saging apps through smartphones to protect its position in
the online display advertising market,” in contravention of
the Competition Act, the CCI said.The CCI also said that

WhatsApp’s privacy policy should include a detailed expla-
nation of the user data shared with other Meta Companies,
which should specify the purpose of data sharing, linking
each type of data to its corresponding purpose.“Sharing of
user data collected on WhatsApp with other Meta Compa-
nies… for purposes other than for providing WhatsApp ser-
vices shall not be made a condition for users to access
WhatsApp Service in India,” the CCI said.How WhatsApp’s
2021 privacy policy courted controversyIn January 2021,
WhatsApp had notified users that it was updating its privacy
policy – which was mandatory for them to accept – with an
expanded scope of data collection and data sharing between
Meta companies. While users in India could not opt-out of
the updated policy, WhatsApp’s users in the European Union
could due to the bloc’s strong data privacy laws.

After the policy update caused furore – with several
users quitting the app en masse to join rivals like Signal and
Telegram – the CCI, in 2021, initiated suo motu proceed-
ings and ordered its investigative arm, the Office of the Di-
rector General, to investigate the policy.WhatsApp and
Facebook had challenged the probe in the Delhi High Court
in 2021, saying that the issue related to privacy policy was
already pending before the Supreme Court and High Court
at the time. In 2022, the court junked further appeals filed by
the companies challenging the probe, saying that WhatsApp
occupies a dominant position in the market and has a strong
lock-in effect which renders its users incapable of shifting to
another platform despite dissatisfaction.The problems with
WhatsApp’s privacy policy, especially since Meta (Facebook
at the time) bought the platform in 2014, have existed since
at least 2016. Two years after WhatsApp was acquired by
Meta, WhatsApp announced that it would start some level
of data sharing with Facebook including phone numbers and
last seen activity. Users, however, had 30 days to opt-out
of sharing data with Facebook for ad targeting
purposes.Meta’s acquisition of WhatsApp was allowed in
regions like the European Union on the basis of its commit-
ment to preserve the privacy of its users. However, the
European Commission believed the policy update could vio-
late users’ privacy and fined the company •110 million for
providing incorrect or misleading information during the
Commission’s 2014 investigation under the EU Merger
Regulation of Facebook’s acquisition of WhatsApp.The 2016
policy was challenged in India as well, but is currently pend-
ing at the Supreme Court. The 2021 policy update builds on
the 2016 version, however, there was one key difference:
when they were shown the update in January 2021, there
was no longer an opt-out option, meaning that WhatsApp
metadata sharing with Meta companies was all but
mandatory.WhatsApp messages are end-to-end-encrypted,
meaning that the platform can not see the messages being
sent on the platform. However, with each message, there is
metadata associated, which is not encrypted and could re-
veal sensitive information about a person.Due to Europe’s
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), WhatsApp has
to allow users in the region to opt-out of the service. How-
ever, that was not available to users in India.

GDP growth to decline
to 6.8% this fiscal, says Crisil

GDP growth to decline to 6.8% this fiscal, says
CrisilThis growth estimate is lower than the 7.2 per cent
growth estimated by the Reserve Bank's Monetary Policy
Committee earlier last month.Rating agency Crisil has said
real GDP growth is likely to moderate to 6.8 per cent in
FY25 from 8.2 per cent in FY24 with high interest rates and
lower fiscal impulse (owing to reduction in the fiscal deficit)
weighing on growth.This growth estimate is lower than the
7.2 per cent growth estimated by the Reserve Bank’s Mon-
etary Policy Committee earlier last month.However, growth
will become more balanced as agriculture and private con-
sumption — last year’s laggards — are poised to rise, it
said. “High rural demand and easing food inflation are ex-
pected to lift consumption,” Crisil said in a report on near-
term interest rates.

Real GDP growth moderated to 6.7 per cent on-year
in the first quarter this fiscal from 7.8 per cent in the previ-
ous quarter. Crisil expects CPI inflation, which was at 6.21
per cent in October, to soften to 4.6 per cent this fiscal from
5.4 per cent last fiscal.According to the rating firm, food
prices should start easing at least sequentially in the sec-
ond half of this fiscal given the healthy monsoon season.
“Easing food inflation and benign non-food inflation is ex-
pected to bring down headline CPI inflation,” it said.CPI in-
flation accelerated to a 14-month high of 6.2 per cent in
October from 5.5 per cent in the previous month. “We ex-
pect the MPC to cut repo rate by 25 bps in December. The
MPC is waiting for food inflation to ease before cutting policy
rates. Persistently elevated food inflation in September and
October is a worry. The RBI will also monitor risks from
geopolitical uncertainties and international commodity price
movements. That said, the easing of food inflation by the
end of this fiscal should initiate a rate cut,” Crisil said.

The MPC kept policy rates unchanged in its October
meeting but changed the stance to ‘neutral’ from ‘withdrawal
of accommodation’The Union Budget has targeted a reduc-
tion in the Centre’s fiscal deficit to 4.9 per cent of GDP this
fiscal from 5.6 per cent last fiscal. “In the first six months of
this fiscal, the fiscal deficit stood at 29.4 per cent of the bud-
get target, compared with 39.3 per cent in the same period
last year. Capital expenditure as a proportion of budget tar-
get has been lower relative to last fiscal,” it said.Gross mar-
ket borrowing is estimated at Rs 14 lakh crore for fiscal
2025, 9.2 per cent lower on-year. The government plans to
make 47.2 per cent of the budgeted borrowings in the sec-
ond half.In November, domestic G-sec yields are likely to
be influenced by factors such as FPI inflows and outflows,
crude oil price movements, the rupee-dollar equation and
domestic inflows into the debt market.“The 10-year G-sec
yield is expected to hinge on FPI flows, crude prices, global
interest rates, the CPI inflation print, the policy decisions of
the RBI’s MPC and the Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC), global cues and liquidity concerns,” Crisil said in
its three-month view.

Ignoring family history and four other
things cardiologists would never do

You (or the Internet) ask, and we try to get the answer.
So, after telling you whether a woman in a coma gets peri-
ods, if you can get a heart attack during an angiography,
and things a chiropractor would never do, we tell you five
things a cardiovascular expert (in this case, Russian cardi-
ologist Dmitry Yaranov) would never do. We double-
checked with an Indian cardiologist.“Maintaining a healthy
heart involves a multifaceted approach that includes regu-
lar exercise, a heart-healthy diet, and careful management
of various risk factors,” said Dr Guru Prasad Sogunuru,
senior interventional cardiologist, Gleneagles HealthCity
Chennai.

Avoiding regular exercise and a heart-healthy diet: I
wouldn’t lead a sedentary lifestyle or eat a poor diet. Most
heart issues stem from lack of physical activity and un-
healthy eating. I’d aim for at least 150 minutes of exercise
weekly and focus on a diet rich in fruits, vegetables, lean
proteins, and whole grains.Concurred Dr Sogunuru and
shared, “Regular exercise strengthens the heart, improves
circulation, and helps regulate weight, blood pressure, and
cholesterol levels. Coupled with a heart-healthy diet rich in

fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and lean proteins, exer-
cise supports cardiovascular health by reducing LDL cho-
lesterol and preventing plaque buildup.”Refuse proven pre-
ventive medications: I wouldn’t ignore medications like
statins, blood pressure meds, or SGLT2 inhibitors, which
have a proven record for preventing heart failure and im-
proving heart health, especially for those with risk factors
like diabetes.“Proven preventive medications, such as
statins, are essential for individuals at high risk of heart dis-
ease, helping to manage cholesterol levels effectively,” said
Dr Sogunuru.

Ignore family history and genetics: I wouldn’t overlook
my family’s heart history. “Genetic screening, now widely
available in primary care and cardiology offices, helps as-
sess risk and guide personalized prevention strategies,” said
Dr Dmitry Yaranov.Dr. Sogunuru agreed that, indeed, fam-
ily history and genetics could influence heart disease risk,
necessitating early screening and proactive measures if
there is a familial tendency.Neglect sleep and stress man-
agement: I wouldn’t downplay the importance of quality sleep
or stress reduction. Both are critical for long-term heart
health and prevention, said Dmitry Yaranov.Poor sleep and
chronic stress can elevate blood pressure and contribute
to heart disease, said Dr Sogunuru.Using toxins like smok-
ing and excessive alcohol: I would never use herbs, vita-
mins, or even medications without first eliminating toxins
like smoking and excessive alcohol. Removing these tox-
ins is the biggest bang for your buck regarding heart
health.While smoking damages blood vessels and in-
creases disease risk, excessive alcohol raises blood pres-
sure and cholesterol, said Dr Sogunuru.Dr Sogunuru said
that in addition to these measures, regular health check-
ups, monitoring blood pressure and cholesterol, and main-
taining a healthy weight further enhance heart health.

 Vitamin B12 supplement containing
cyanocobalamin is as toxic as cyanide

Whenever we come across any statement on social
media that may impact health, we ensure to always get it
fact-checked by experts. We did so again, this time when
we read that vitamin B12 supplements containing cyano-
cobalamin are as toxic as cyanide. According to physician
Dr Dennis Walker, if your B12 supplement ingredient says
“cyanocobalamin”, throw it in the trash. “The ‘cyano’ por-
tion of this is most disturbing. This breaks down into cya-
nide, which is deadly and toxic at high levels. Instead of
cyanocobalamin look for vitamin B12 in the form of
methylcobalamin, or hydroxycobalamin. No cyanide, and
absorbs just as well,” said Dr Walker.Symptoms of vitamin
B12 deficiency include anaemia, feeling tired or weak, trouble
while walking, weight loss, irritability, poor appetite, and di-
arrhea. Notably, vitamin B12 supplements are advised when
one is found to have a deficiency. “It is believed that vitamin
B12 supplement plays a crucial role in energy metabolism
and nervous system function,” said Dr Aniket Mule, con-
sultant internal medicine, Wockhardt Hospitals, Mira
Road.Cyanide is a toxic, carbon-nitrogen chemical com-
pound that is lethal and exists in many forms, including gas,
liquid, or solid.

So, is there any truth to this claim?
Dr Vichar Nigam, consultant, internal medicine,

Manipal Hospital, Kharadi, Pune contended that cyanoco-
balamin is “safe” for long-term use. “There are two com-

monly used vitamin B12 supplements: cyanocobalamin and
methylcobalamin. Cyanocobalamin is a synthetic form that
is absorbed better than methylcobalamin, though it doesn’t
stay in the body as long. This makes it helpful for condi-
tions where vitamin B12 absorption is low, like pernicious
anaemia,” said Dr Nigam.As for cyanide concerns, Dr
Nigam said that the amount is negligible in B12 supplements.
“Aluminum from B12 supplements can be a problem for
people with kidney issues, but cyanide from cyanocobal-
amin isn’t a health risk,” stressed Dr Nigam.According to
Dr. Harish Chafle, senior consultant intensivist chest phy-
sician, bronchoscopist, and sleep disorders specialist,
Gleneagles Hospital Parel, cyanide binds in vitamin B12 so
that it “does not serve as a source of cyanide exposure and
cannot harm you.”

Whiskey-Drinking Rocker to West
Africa’s Most Dangerous al Qaeda Leader

Ag Ghali went on to become the leader of one of the
most dangerous al Qaeda franchises in the world, banning
music in a swath of West Africa the size of Montana and
commanding an army of extremists responsible for tens of
thousands of deaths. Ag Ghali’s gunmen even ambushed
Tinariwen band members and abducted the guitar player.“I
could not believe it,” said the band’s former manager, Manny
Ansar, who went clubbing with ag Ghali in Mali’s capital,
Bamako, 30 years ago. “It was a huge shock when I saw
footage of him walking over corpses.”Ag Ghali has turned
West Africa into the primary battlefield where the West and
local governments have clashed with Islamist extremists.
His 6,000 fighters have rampaged through villages and
battled French soldiers, American Green Berets and Rus-
sian mercenaries.

It is a fight the 70 or so year-old ag Ghali is winning.
His militants have become so powerful that there is a risk
that Mali, his home country, or neighboring Burkina Faso
could become the world’s first nation ruled by al Qaeda.Ag
Ghali’s journey from World Music promoter to Islamist war-
lord followed as unlikely a trajectory as his friends’ rise from
fireside jam sessions to the global stage.This account of
his transformation draws on interviews with former friends,
Tuareg rebels, Tinariwen band members and managers and
government officials, as well as U.N. reports, U.S. diplo-
matic communications and contemporaneous
photos.Desert boysAs a young man, ag Ghali was a Tuareg
first and a Muslim second.The Tuareg, a Berber ethnic
group, have been romanticized in the West for their indigo
garb and nomadic lifestyle, wandering the Sahara with their
camels, goats and sheep, across what is now Mali, Burkina
Faso, Niger, Algeria and Libya. They resisted almost 70
years of colonial domination by France. After Mali gained
independence in 1960, they staged a failed rebellion against
the new government.Ag Ghali was nine years old when his
father, prominent among Tuareg families, was killed in the
uprising. As he grew up, ag Ghali joined a legion of Tuareg
volunteers, under the patronage of Libyan strongman
Moammar Gadhafi, seeking independence from Mali.A
1992 photo of Ibrahim ag Alhabib playing guitar in
Mali.Gadhafi used the Tuareg to further his own geopoliti-
cal ambitions, dispatching ag Ghali and others to fight the
Israelis in Lebanon and the French in Chad.In the 1980s,
Gadhafi asked ag Ghali to supervise Tuareg recruits at a
camp near Tripoli, Libya. Among the volunteers were mu-
sicians, including Ibrahim ag Alhabib, whose father, like ag
Ghali’s, had been killed in the 1960s Mali rebellion.As a boy,
ag Alhabib had been captivated by a guitar-strumming cow-
boy in a Western screened at a makeshift desert cinema.
He fashioned his first guitar out of an oil can, stick and bi-
cycle-brake cable. As he mastered the instrument, ag
Alhabib absorbed the music of Elvis, James Brown, Malian
star Ali Farka Touré and Arab pop musicians. Around the
campfire at night, ag Alhabib and other Tuareg musicians
forged their own desert-blues sound.Ag Ghali saw music
as a way to rally support for Tuareg independence. He
helped supply ag Alhabib and the musicians with electric
guitars and amplifiers, a warehouse for rehearsals and a
concrete stage to perform, said Philippe Brix, the band’s
second manager.

Ag Ghali “understood the power of guitar music as a
communication tool,” said Brix. “It was his masterstroke.”
The musicians named their band Kel Tinariwen, the Desert
Boys.Pierre Boilley, a Tuareg-focused academic, said he
hosted ag Ghali at his Paris apartment in 1989, where his
guest spent evenings sipping whiskey and plotting a Tuareg
uprising.Ag Ghali eventually soured on Gadhafi, who put
his own agenda ahead of Tuareg independence. “Gadhafi
had promised for years to help,” Ansar recalled ag Ghali
saying. “But he kept on sending us to fight other wars.”In
June 1990, ag Ghali and his fighters left Libya and slipped
into Mali. They raided military posts during the day and sang
fireside at night.

Bootleg cassettes of “Bismillah” passed hand to hand
in Malian settlements, and the song became an anthem of
the Tuareg liberation movement. It was ag Ghali’s song,
said Abdallah ag Alhousseyni, a guitarist in the group since
its early days.“One can say Tinariwen was behind the up-

rising,” the band’s bass player, Eyadou ag Leche, later told
the French newspaper Le Monde.After initial battlefield wins,
ag Ghali negotiated a 1991 peace that led to increased
Tuareg autonomy from Malian authorities.It was the start of
a two-decade alliance between ag Ghali and the Bamako
government.The fighting over, Malian President Moussa
Traoré asked Ansar, a Tuareg and popular man-about-town
in Bamako, to host ag Ghali for a dinner.Ansar archived
Tuareg music as a hobby, and he hit it off with ag Ghali,
who thought Tinariwen needed a manager. The following
year, ag Ghali invited Ansar to the Algerian Sahara and in-
troduced him to band members, who were playing guitar
on a carpet in the shade of a tree.“I am entrusting this band
to you,” Ansar recalled ag Ghali saying.Traoré was over-
thrown by the military in 1991, in response to the killing of
pro-democracy protesters. The new president, Alpha
Konaré, hoping to keep a lid on the restive Tuaregs, gave
ag Ghali a spacious villa in Bamako.Soldiers involved in
the 1991 putsch led by Malian Lt. Col. Amadou Toumani
Touré against President Moussa Traoré. Both leaders cul-
tivated ties with Iyad ag Ghali before he launched an Islam-
ist insurgency against the government two decades laterAg
Ghali invited Tinariwen’s founder to live in the house. The
band stayed up late rehearsing and Ag Ghali sang along,
keeping the beat on a water can.President Konaré asked
ag Ghali to join him on official trips to the United Arab Emir-
ates, Algeria and elsewhere. The desert rebel began wear-
ing a Rolex watch, Weston loafers and Smalto suits, gifts
from their international hosts, Ansar said.Ag Ghali and Ansar
cranked Bob Marley songs as they drove to nightclubs,
where Ag Ghali chain-smoked Marlboros, but drank only
orange juice, Ansar said.In 1999, a group of conservative
Pakistani preachers arrived in ag Ghali’s hometown of Kidal,
in northern Mali, and his life changed.

Ditch the RolexThe Pakistanis, bearded and dressed
in white, marched through Kidal, exhorting residents to
strictly follow the tenets of Islam. Some Tuareg women
booed them.Ag Ghali, though, was intrigued and invited the
Pakistanis to his home. Over the following months, he spent
more time praying and reading the Quran. He grew a beard
and began wearing the same white garb as the
preachers.“I’m ditching my Rolex and my shoes,” Ansar
recalled ag Ghali saying. “I can’t wear them anymore.”

Ag Ghali’s growing attraction to an extreme version of
Islam and his love of Tuareg music coexisted peacefully
for a while. In 1999, the same year the Pakistani preachers
came to town, he urged Ansar to organize concerts of
Tuareg music, which eventually morphed into the Festival
in the Desert.Among those who attended the first festival in
2001 was U.S. Ambassador to Mali Michael Ranneberger.
He was mesmerized by the swaying Tuareg dancers and
starry nights in camel-skin tents, according to his written
recollections.Later that year, “Bismillah” appeared on
Tinariwen’s first commercially released album. Others are
credited for the song, but band managers said ag Ghali wrote
most of the lyrics.In 2003, Vicki Huddleston, then U.S.
ambassador to Mali, arranged a meeting with ag Ghali, part
of a Bush administration effort to track radicals after the
Sept. 11 attacks. “We had intelligence al Qaeda was about
to open a new front” in the region, said Huddleston, who
suspected ag Ghali was behind the move.Huddleston was
charmed by the charismatic, “good-looking guy” wearing a
turban that “made him look the part of a romantic Tuareg.”
But when he denied flirting with radicalism, she said, “I knew
he was lying.”Ag Ghali eventually renounced the music fes-
tival he had championed. “Stop this,” Ansar remembered
him saying. “You are bringing non-Muslims for
debauchery.”The festival’s popularity, and Tinariwen’s,
swelled. In 2010, the band performed alongside Shakira and
Alicia Keys at the World Cup in South Africa.

Tinariwen performing at the FIFA World Cup Kick-Off
concert on June 10, 2010, in Johannesburg, South Africa.

In 2011, Tinariwen released its Grammy-winning al-
bum, “Tassili,” and Libyan leader Gadhafi was overthrown.
Tuareg fighters left Libya and flooded into Mali. Many
younger Tuareg turned on ag Ghali, seeing him as a sellout
who lived in luxury and cozied up to Mali’s
government.Sidelined by former comrades, ag Ghali
founded his own Islamist militant group.The slow-motion
implosion of West Africa soon followed.The last Festival in
the Desert held in Mali took place on the outskirts of
Timbuktu, where Tinariwen shared the stage with Bono, of
the Irish band U2.The final curtain fell on Jan. 14, 2012.
Two days later, ag Ghali’s former Tuareg rebel group
launched a rebellion, later seizing Timbuktu, Gao and
KidalBono, in black shirt, with Manny Ansar, bottom, be-
fore flying out of Timbuktu, Mali, in 2012 after playing the
Festival in the Desert with Tinariwen.Within months, ag
Ghali’s new Islamist group and another extremist force, al
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, drove the Tuareg into
retreat.After seizing Timbuktu, ag Ghali banned what he
called the “music of Satan.”
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Pahalgam attack aftermath: Pakistan shuts ports
for Indian-flagged vessels amid New Delhi’s

crackdown on trade with Islamabad

pahalgam terror attackThe ban comes into effect im-
mediately amid heightened tensions between the two coun-
tries following the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22 that
claimed the lives of 26 people, mostly tourists. In a retalia-
tory move, Pakistan Saturday imposed a ban on Indian-
flagged ships from entering its ports, news agency PTI re-
ported. This comes a day after New Delhi imposed a ban
on the import of goods from Pakistan and barred entry of its
vessels into Indian ports.The ban comes into effect imme-
diately amid heightened tensions between the two coun-
tries following the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22 that
claimed the lives of 26 people, mostly tourists.

The Ministry of Maritime Affairs, in a notification, said
that it took the step of banning the Indian ships in the con-

text of the current situation, keeping in mind maritime sov-
ereignty, economic interests and national security. “Indian-
flagged ships will not be allowed to reach any Pakistani port.
Similarly, Pakistani-flagged ships will not visit any Indian
port,” the ministry stated, as per the PTI report.Earlier on
Saturday, India imposed a ban on the import of goods com-
ing from or transiting through Pakistan as well as the entry
of ships bearing the flag of Pakistan into its ports. It also
barred Indian-flagged vessel from visiting any ports in Pa-
kistan.

India also halted the exchange of mail and parcels with
Pakistan, through both air and land routes, as it imposed
fresh punitive measures on Islamabad

The first set of measures included suspension of the
Indus Water Treaty, scrapping of all visas, and sending back
all Pakistan nationals (except for the ones with long-term
visas) among others. India also reduced the strength of the
Pakistan High Commission by almost half, closed the Attari-
Wagah border, and sent back defence officials in the Paki-
stan mission. About 16 Pakistani news YouTube channels
have also been banned.Meanwhile, the Pakistan Army
tested its surface-to-surface ballistic missile with a 450-km
range on Saturday. The missile, known as the Abdali
Weapon System, was tested as part of its military drill “Ex-
ercise Indus.” An official in Delhi called it a “reckless act of
provocation and a dangerous escalation by Pakistan in its
hostile campaign against India.”

Warren Buffett to step down as Berkshire CEO
after 60 years at helm, passes baton to Abel

Warren Buffett is ending his career as perhaps the
world’s most famous and revered investor, saying he will
step down as chief executive of Berkshire Hathaway at the
end of 2025, and hand over the reins to Vice Chairman Greg
Abel.The move caps an era for Berkshire after Buffett’s
extraordinary 60 years at the helm, which made him a
household name, a multi-billionaire and an American suc-
cess story.“I think the time has arrived where Greg should
become the chief executive officer of the company at year
end,” Buffett, 94, said on Saturday as he wrapped up
Berkshire’s annual meeting in Omaha, adding he would still
“hang around and conceivably be useful in a few cases”
but that the “final word” would be Abel’s.The announcement
prompted an outpouring of praise for Buffett from CEOs
and investors.

“Warren Buffett represents everything that is good
about American capitalism and America itself – investing in
the growth of our nation and its businesses with integrity,
optimism, and common sense,” said Jamie Dimon, CEO
of JPMorgan Chase & Co. Tim Cook, chief executive of
Apple, in a post on X said: “There’s never been someone
like Warren, and countless people, myself included, have
been inspired by his wisdom. It’s been one of the great privi-
leges of my life to know him.”Buffett’s move will propel Abel
into the spotlight at Berkshire. Abel, who has long been iden-
tified by Berkshire to be Buffett’s successor, may not have
the star power of Buffett although he is expected to pre-
serve the culture of the conglomerate.Buffett said Abel and
most of Berkshire’s board of directors hadn’t been aware of
his plans prior to the announcement, though Buffett had told
his two children who are directors. Berkshire’s board of di-
rectors will meet on Sunday to discuss the transition, he
said.Abel, 62, has been a Berkshire vice chairman since
2018, and was named Buffett’s expected successor as chief
executive in 2021.

“I couldn’t be more humbled and honored to be part of
Berkshire as we go forth,” Abel told shareholders.Buffett
also said he had “zero” intention of selling any of his Berk-
shire stock, nearly all of which will be donated after his
death.“The decision to keep every share is an economic
decision because I think the prospects of Berkshire will be
better under Greg’s management than mine,” Buffett
said.The decision to step down caps a remarkable 60-year
run where Buffett transformed Berkshire from a failing tex-
tile company into a $1.16 trillion conglomerate with busi-
nesses across the US economy.Buffett’s own fortune to-
tals $168.2 billion according to Forbes magazine, nearly all
of which is in Berkshire stock.Cole Smead, chief executive
of Smead Capital Management, said after Buffett’s an-
nouncement he turned to his father Bill Smead, who founded
the firm, and said: “Well, it’s the end of an era. It’s sad, but
it’s life.”Berkshire’s stock price has risen 19% this year,
compared with a 3% drop in the Standard & Poor’s 500.Many
investors have viewed the conglomerate and Buffett’s stew-
ardship as a safe haven from uncertainty about the
economy and US President Donald Trump’s tariff
policies.“The question going forward is: will Berkshire still
have a Buffett premium when Buffett is not there?” said
Cathy Seifert, an analyst at CFRA Research. “You’re buy-
ing a stock and you’re also getting the investing prowess of
a legend. With that legend gone, what is the value?”Abel
had already been taking on many of Buffett’s responsibili-
ties, including for capital allocation.

Asked during the meeting how his oversight of
Berkshire’s 189 operating businesses would differ from
Buffett’s, Abel said: “More active, but hopefully in a very
positive way.”Buffett said Berkshire’s board could make
arrangements for the transfer of power over the next few
months, and he could “conceivably be useful in a few cases”
after Abel takes over.“The fact that you can do pretty well
doesn’t mean you couldn’t do better, and Greg can do bet-
ter,” Buffett told shareholders before the
announcement.Berkshire’s annual shareholder weekend,
which Buffett calls “Woodstock for Capitalists,” annually
draws tens of thousands of people to Omaha for the meet-
ing and for a series of shareholder events across the city,
including shopping.The company has said it intends to con-
tinue holding the weekends. Many shareholders have said
they will keep attending after Buffett leaves, though many
believe attendance will drop.

Buffett took over Berkshire in 1965 and with his long-
time friend and business partner Charlie Munger, who died
in November 2023, built it into an American success
story.Headquartered in Omaha, where Buffett and Munger
grew up, Berkshire now has close to 200 businesses in-
cluding Geico car insurance, the BNSF railroad, industrial
and chemical companies, utilities, Dairy Queen ice cream,
Fruit of the Loom underwear and See’s Candies.It also
ended March with $264 billion of stocks including Apple,
American Express and Bank of America .Buffett became
known as the “Oracle of Omaha” for his investing success
as well as his folksy wisdom and modest lifestyle.While
Berkshire stock rose 5,502,284% from 1965 to 2024, Buffett
never moved from a home he paid $31,500 for in 1958.Buffett
was a disciple of Benjamin Graham, the economist and his
former professor, stressing the importance of company fun-
damentals and not overpaying for assets.That approach
often made it hard to deploy Berkshire’s ever-growing cash
hoard, which reached $347.7 billion at the end of March.Abel
joined the former MidAmerican Energy, now known as
Berkshire Hathaway Energy, in 1992, eight years before
Berkshire took it over. He later led that business for a de-
cade.

Buffett’s fortune would have been much bigger had he
not since 2006 given away more than half his Berkshire
shares to charity.Nearly all of the rest is expected to go into
a new charitable trust overseen by his daughter Susie and
sons Howard and Peter.Abel will face challenges including
how to help Berkshire grow meaningfully without overpay-
ing for acquisitions, whether to pay a dividend and how to
deploy the cash.Howard Buffett, 70, is expected to eventu-
ally succeed his father as Berkshire’s non-executive chair-
man, to help preserve the company’s culture.

SBI expects slower loan growth of
12-13% in FY26 amid tariff-related risks

The country’s largest bank State Bank of India (SBI)
has revised its loan growth target for the current financial
year (FY2026) downward to 12-13 per cent from an earlier
projection of 14-16 per cent, amid tariff related uncertain-
ties, its Chairman C S Setty said In the quarter ended March
2025, the bank profit after tax (PAT) declined by 10 per cent
to Rs 18,643 crore.“Our earlier (loan growth) guidance was
14-16 percent and we are moderating that to 12-13 percent
(for FY26). The system level credit growth probably would
be 10-11 percent,” Setty told reporters after announcing the
quarterly results.Last month, US President Donald Trump
had announced sweeping reciprocal tariffs on America’s
major trading partners. The announcement, which sent
ripples through financial markets across the globe, includ-
ing in India, has increased the risk of global growth slow-
down and an escalation of trade wars.Setty said that the
Indian economy is less impacted by the tariffs as it is pri-
marily a domestic consumption driven economy and its
exports to the US is also limited.“But I think uncertainty on
tariffs is going to impact the overall economic and invest-
ment scenarios. So from that background, we believe that
there would be some moderation in the credit growth (in
FY26),” Setty said.In the financial year ended March 31,
2025, the bank’s gross advance grew by 12.03 per cent

and deposits rose by 9.48 per cent.The bank’s corporate
loan book expanded by 9 per cent and its retail portfolio
grew by 11.4 per cent.Its corporate loan pipeline stands at
Rs 3.4 lakh crore. Setty does not see any change in invest-
ment strategy of corporates on account of imposition of tar-
iffs by the US.“Everybody is watching how the global envi-
ronment unfolds. The new investment announcement may
not come immediately. But whatever commitments are
there, we are seeing that nobody is going back on that,” he
said.The bank reported a 10 per cent drop in its net profit to
Rs 18,643 crore in the quarter ended March 2025, com-
pared to Rs 20,698 crore in the year-ago period. In the Q4
FY2024, the bank had a one-time write back on account of
provisions in non-performing assets (NPA), which was not
there in Q4 FY25. This resulted in a decline in profit in the
March 2025 quarter.For fiscal 2025, its net profit increased
by 16.08 per cent to Rs 70,901 crore, compared to Rs
61,077 crore in FY2024.The bank’s net interest income (NII)
grew 2.69 per cent to Rs 42,775 crore, compared to Rs
41,655 crore. Domestic net interest margin (NIM) declined
by 32 basis points to 3.15 per cent from 3.47 per cent. Setty
sees some pressure on margins going ahead as the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) is expected to cut the repo rate in
the upcoming policies.

Laughter yoga: Here are simple
routines to get happy hormones going

world laughter day, laughter yogaAs happy hormones
like dopamine, serotonin, endorphins and oxytocin are re-
leased, they help in ridding the body of toxins and boosting
the immune system.Nothing beats the happy hormone gush
you get when you laugh but even laughter yoga, a practice
that combines intentional laughter with simple breathing ex-
ercises, can be a good stress-relieving medicine as
well.When we induce laughter, we literally move our dia-
phragm, which in turn stimulates the lungs and oxygenates
the blood better. All the five lobes of the lungs can work full
capacity. This is borne out by a study in 2022 which showed
that simulated laughter therapy brought about significant
changes in lung function. As happy hormones like dopam-
ine, serotonin, endorphins and oxytocin are released, they
help in ridding the body of toxins and boosting the immune
system. Laughter increases our appetite and also our ca-
pacity to digest, thereby strengthening gut health. Most im-
portantly, laughter therapy is a non-invasive and non-phar-
macological alternative treatment for stress and depression
as proven by many studies.

Laughter also improves general health outcomes by
lowering blood pressure, decreasing inflammation and pain.
In fact, it releases endorphins, which are naturally occur-
ring analgesics.

HOW TO PRACTISE LAUGHTER YOGA?
1) Choose a quiet space preferably where there is bet-

ter ventilation. To start the laughing process, start by clap-
ping and screaming, “ho ho ha ha ha”.

2) Lion laughter: Thrust out the tongue, widen the eyes,
and stretch the hands out like claws while laughing. Start
by taking a deep breath, then exhale while sticking out your
tongue and making a “ha” sound. Then, take another deep
breath in and exhale while making a “ha-ha-ha” sound like
a lion’s roar. Repeat this exercise five times.

3) Laugh with the mouth closed and hum.
4) Open your mouth wide and laugh without making a

sound.
5) Begin with a simple smile and then slowly begin to

laugh with a gentle chuckle. Increase the intensity until
you’ve had a hearty, belly-hurting laugh. Then gradually slip
back into a smile again.

6) Take a deep breath, then let it out. Read the alpha-
bets out one by one but stretch the intonation. For example,
“A-ha-ha-ha, B-ho-ho-ho….”7) Make laughing a group ac-
tivity. Look at each other. Sometimes making funny ges-
tures work to trigger spontaneous reactions. This shared
activity also reminds participants how important it is to ap-
preciate others. Join the tip of your index finger with the tip
of the thumb, making a small circle. Use it like it were a
camera lens, looking at people around you as you smile
and laugh together.

Cancer patients in UK to get immunotherapy
drugs in single injection: Is this a faster therapy?

cancer, cancer treatment, immunotherapy,Nivolumab
is one of the important immunotherapy drugs for cancer
treatment. No more IV drips, cancer patients on immuno-
therapy can now take the drug in a single injection. The
National Health Service (NHS), UK has introduced this
quicker way of administering nivolumab — a drug that tar-
gets a protein to help the immune system fight cancer bet-
ter – for 15 kinds of cancer, including skin, bladder and
oesophageal.Unlike the traditional hour-long IV drip, this un-
der-the-skin injection takes just 15 minutes, sometimes as
little as five minutes, for fortnightly or monthly doses. Ac-
cording to Dr Indoo Ammbulkar, HOD, Medical Oncology,
HCG Cancer Centre, Mumbai, the particular drug can re-
duce the frequency of injections, hospital visits and costs.

How can the new injection be a game-changer in im-
munotherapy?

Nivolumab is one of the important immunotherapy
drugs for cancer treatment, particularly for renal cell can-
cer, melanoma, lung cancer, head and neck cancer,
urothelial, colorectal, hepatocellular carcinoma,  and esoph-
ageal carcinoma. As per the CHECKMATE 67T trial, not
only can it be given via a subcutaneous route, its safety
profile is similar to when the drug is administered the con-
ventional way.It has been well-tolerated with some adverse
reactions like fatigue, musculoskeletal pain, pruritus, rash,
and cough. Largely it is efficacious and saves the patient’s
time and logistic issues.

How does single-injection immunotherapy work?
Nivolumab blocks the PD-1 protein, which is a check-

point that can prevent the immune system from attacking
cancer cells. By blocking PD-1, nivolumab helps the im-
mune system recognize and attack cancer cells more ef-

fectively.  This is a faster way of administering the drug and
helps in advanced cancers.

How important is immunotherapy in cancer care?
Immunotherapy has changed the scenario of cancer

treatment in the last decade. In the last five years, develop-
ments have been quicker. It is not only used in advanced
stages but in early stages too. For example, immunotherapy
has added years to lives of patients in advanced stages of
certain cancers like those of the lungs and skin.We recom-
mend immunotherapy in early stages of lung and triple-
negative breast cancers, even before surgery. If the patient
shows a good pathological response, it leads to better sur-
vival chances. We will see a lot of cancer patients survive.

What about costs?
The cost of immunotherapy drugs continues to be high

in India. Everything depends on scale. But fewer hospital
visits can make the treatment journey more convenient and
potentially more economical over time.

Karnataka youth dies after drinking five bottles of alcohol:
Why heavy drinking is simply poison for the heart

Do not bet on a bottle of alcohol, which studies have
proven to be toxic to health. A 21-year-old man in Karnataka
has died after he drank five bottles of liquor neat over a Rs
10,000 bet with his friends. The incident also proves how
binge-drinking at one go can be a major risk factor for a
sudden cardiac arrest.

“While occasional alcohol consumption in moderation
may not pose major health risks for many, binge drinking
— defined as consuming a large quantity of alcohol in a
short time — can have serious and immediate conse-
quences for heart health,” says Dr Mukesh Goel,
Cardiothoracic and Cardiovascular, Heart and Lung Trans-
plant surgeon, at Apollo Hospital, Delhi.  This pattern of drink-
ing overwhelms the body’s ability to cope, leading to a cas-
cade of harmful effects on the cardiovascular system. He
lists the effects:Heavy drinking at one session heightens
the risk of heart attack and stroke within hours of consump-
tion. It triggers the release of certain hormones that cause
constriction of blood vessels, thus increasing the blood pres-
sure abruptly. This stresses the arteries and the heart, in-
creasing the risk of heart attack or stroke. Rapid consump-
tion can raise blood alcohol concentration (BAC) to danger-
ous levels, which impact key organs and their functioning,
like breathing, heart rate and body temperature
regulation.Heavy alcohol consumption is linked to abnor-
mal heart rhythms, even in healthy individuals. Alcohol is a
diuretic and quickly depletes electrolytes and fluids in the
body. In this case the person drank neat, which means he
was severely dehydrated. Electrolytes are crucial for main-
taining a stable and regular heartbeat, Any imbalance dis-

rupts the electric impulses in the heart, leading to sudden
cardiac arrest.

Alcohol can interfere with oxygen delivery to the heart
tissue, increasing the risk of angina (chest pain) or myo-
cardial infarction Increased Risk of Blood ClotsBinge drink-
ing can make blood platelets more prone to clumping to-
gether, increasing the chance of dangerous clots that can
block blood vessels in the heart or brain.Liver
dysfunctionThe liver can only metabolise a limited amount
of alcohol per hour. Excessive intake overwhelms the or-
gan. As it struggles to handle the toxins produced during
this process, they pile up quickly, damaging liver cells.lcohol
depresses the central nervous system, which can slow
down brain function and impair motor skills. In extreme
cases, this sluggishness of the brain can lead to uncon-
sciousness, coma, even death.

Hyderabad scientists achieve lasting
cornea repair using stem cells

Hyderabad: A novel and ground-breaking surgical
technique developed by eye researchers from Hyderabad-
based L V Prasad Eye Institute (LVPEI), involving the ap-
plication of stem cells to repair the cornea, is providing last-
ing restoration of corneal surface and good long-term vi-
sion rehabilitation among rehabilitation among patients.The
cornea, which is the clear, transparent outer layer at the
front of the eye, can get severely damaged during acci-
dents such as chemical burns, abrasions, contact with for-
eign body, potentially leading to blindness. To combat the
challenge of severe corneal damage, LVPEI researchers
had developed a novel technique wherein stem cells from
the unaffected eye of the individual are collected, processed

and transplanted to the affected eye.The long-term impact
study of this novel procedure, conducted by LVPEI research-
ers and published in American Journal of Ophthalmology
(April/May 2025), indicated that 76 percent of the patients
who underwent this treatment, showed improved visual
acuity over an 18-month period.In the study titled ‘

Five to twelve year outcomes of Autologous Simple
Limbal Epithelial Transplantation: Long-Term Corneal Epi-
thelia Imaging and Pehontypic Analysis’, Dr Swapna S
Shanbhag and Dr Anahita Kate along with others at LVPEI,
reported that treatment showed restoration of corneal epi-
thelium in 68 percent of eyes with ocular burns.
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‘Net master’ Ayush Shetty trumps OG ace
of dribble game, Kidambi Srikanth, in

dogfight to enter Taipei Open quarterfinals

GNS News Agency, May 8
“Daily for 30-40 minutes, even back then, his mind

was set on perfecting the net,” he recalls about what in it-
self isn’t particularly strange. “He would declare that out of
10 attempts, at least 7 times he would get himself a point
on the net chord! And he would make it. That much preci-
sion he trained for,” the former coach says, revealing the
cheeky skill to nick the tape and ensure it tipples over to the
other side.Ayush now trains at the bigger Prakash Padukone
academy with Sagar Chopda and Vimal Kumar, having
helped him add variations from the back court to his game.
But Krishna Kumar, a coach known for his technical finesse,
insists this ‘dribble game vs self’ is something that can be
traced back to Mangalore, where he started.

On Thursday at the Taipei Open, playing another net-
master, Kidambi Srikanth, Ayush won 21-16, 15-21, 21-17.
Ayush had messaged Krishna Kumar a day earlier to say,
‘This time I will beat him easily.’However, Srikanth, not quite
back to his old levels but definitely playing sharper than he
had in recent times, was no easy opponent. In what turned
into a dogfight at the net between two absolute connois-
seurs of that delicate dribble, Ayush, merely 19, prevailed
against the pro at 30. To Ayush’s credit, though, he barely
scored any from net chords; it was the net game where he
proved to be better on the day.It was a rare and pleasantly
surprising solid attacking performance from Srikanth, i.e.
very few smashes sprayed out of bounds. But at the net,
his stomping zone from where he reached World No. 1 and
won more titles than any other Indian male in singles,
Srikanth, was forced to blink. Still, his attack promises some
spark in the coming months. On Thursday, however, Ayush
prevailed in 61 minutes.It was particularly notable because
Srikanth brought the game to the net, focusing on his varia-
tions and short length attack. Both Indians were smashing
with a whip – Ayush, of course, with a harder hit from his
6’4? range. But at the eyeball confrontation, Ayush man-
aged the tumbles on the front court that forced Srikanth to
lift. The Ayush big smash took care of the rest.

“Ayush would request me to train for half an hour be-

fore everyone else. Just to perfect the control of the
forecourt. Practising net chords is rare, but the emphasis
on net was because he realised if he could create good
openings at the net, then the attack could get going,” Krishna
Kumar recalls.The men’s singles game has moved on from
silken strokes and style, and perhaps the Ayush-Srikanth
match was a pointer into just how one-dimensional the game
gets with a slam-bang attack, though both have some de-
lectable deception.When Srikanth wasn’t killing on his fol-
low-up stomp strides with the backhand, he got drawn into
the dribble trouble. With his reach and racquet skill, Ayush
can play from a little further behind while still asserting con-
trol. It’s the Viktor Axelsen game-in-the-making: testy
dribbles, force a lift, one stride back for a whiplash smash.
But training for what is more forearm, not the shoulder, was
foresight on Ayush’s part. “He was exceptional on net chords
played on purpose. It was hours playing 11-point dribble-
games which became a habit, and now seeking perfection,”
the coach adds.Vimal Kumar, though, is sure to replay the
day’s match and show Ayush how Srikanth flicks the shuttle
back to open up the court, something the youngster needs
to learn.

As such, with Srikanth not giving up, and moving well
on the court for his cross smashes and own net fest kills,
things reached the decider pretty quickly. After Ayush ac-
celerated at 15-15 in the opener and took the first, Srikanth
amped his attack to level sets. From 10-13 down, Srikanth
wasn’t fading out and levelled at 14-14.It was at 15-14 that
a stroke of ill-luck struck Srikanth, and he had no recourse
to reviews. Returning from the midcourt, Srikanth watched
as one push zoomed past his outstretched racquet, and
the shuttle fell out. Srikanth celebrated. But the linesperson
and chair umpire ruled it as Srikanth’s racquet nicking the
shuttle on the way, awarding the point to Ayush. The older
Indian was gobsmacked – on his haunches, arguing, but
not being heard for a whole 2 minutes when even the chief
referee refused to reconsider with the net umpire weighing
in for status quo.

As happens in such cases, the unfairness of it, as he
perceived, wrecked his concentration, and he lost the set
21-17 from 16-14, which could well have been 15-15. A tame
parry into the net ended Srikanth’s resistance.Nicking an
opponent’s outstretched racquet was certainly not a skill
he trained for, Krishna Kumar laughs. “When I sat for his
matches, he certainly could win net chords at will. But his
bigger skill was if he got pushed to the corner, Ayush could
get the shuttle back 8 out of 10 times, or 9,” he says.A lot of
1 vs 2 would see Ayush scrambling to the corners. “He has
this tremendous skill to change direction when in danger,
and it’s no weak return. But at the net, while Srikanth is
older and experienced, Ayush is younger and sharper-
skilled,” he says as Ayush prepares to take on Brian Young
in the quarters next.

 Punjab Kings vs Delhi Capitals toss
delayed in Dharamsala due to rain

 GNS News Agency, May 8
The toss of the IPL match between Punjab Kings and

Delhi Capitals at Dharamsala was delayed on Thursday
due to rain. Punjab Kings need a win in this match to be-
come the first team to qualify for the playoffs while Delhi
Capitals will also look for a victory to keep them in
contention.So far, two matches of this season have already
been washed out with Punjab’s match against Kolkata Knight
Riders at the Eden getting abandoned while Delhi Capitals
match against Sunrisers Hyderabad was also called off.

What was predicted?
Early morning thunderstorms and afternoon showers

have been marked on the forecast for Dharamsala on May
8, Thursday. However, no rain is expected later on in the
evening when the temperatures will dip below 19 degrees
Celsius as the skies are predicted to remain clear, accord-
ing to Accuweather.com.

What happens if the rain washes out the fixture?
In case of a washout, both teams split one point each.

This will mean PBKS will have 16 points from 12 matches
while Delhi Capitals will also have 14 from the same num-
ber of matches. If the match goes on as scheduled, it’ll still
have 60 minutes buffer time before overs are reduced.A
minimum of 5 overs is required to get a result with the cut-
off time for this being 10.56 PM with the game needing to
be finished by 12.06 AM on Saturday.Punjab Kings:

Priyansh Arya, Prabhsimran Singh, Shreyas Iyer(c), Josh
Inglis(w), Shashank Singh, Nehal Wadhera, Marcus Stoinis,
Azmatullah Omarzai, Marco Jansen, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Arshdeep Singh, Vijaykumar Vyshak, Suryansh Shedge,
Harpreet Brar, Xavier Bartlett, Praveen Dubey, Musheer
Khan, Vishnu Vinod, Yash Thakur, Aaron Hardie, Kuldeep
Sen, Harnoor Singh, Pyla Avinash, Mitchell OwenDelhi
Capitals: Faf du Plessis, Abishek Porel, Karun Nair, KL
Rahul(w), Axar Patel(c), Tristan Stubbs, Vipraj Nigam,
Mitchell Starc, Dushmantha Chameera, Kuldeep Yadav, T
Natarajan, Ashutosh Sharma, Mohit Sharma, Mukesh
Kumar, Ajay Jadav Mandal, Darshan Nalkande, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Sameer Rizvi, Donovan Ferreira, Tripurana
Vijay, Manvanth Kumar L, Madhav Tiwari, Sediqullah Atal

‘Polygraph finished, passed on all fronts’:
Hans Niemann claims ‘lie-detector’ test
failed to prove over-the-board cheating

GNS News Agency, May 8
American Grandmaster Hans Niemann claimed on

Wednesday that he has undergone a lie detector “Poly-
graph” test, as challenged by Russian GM Daniil Dubov
and “passed it on all fronts” as the test failed to prove any
over-the-board (OTB) cheating done by him.Announcing on
X, he wrote, “Polygraph finished, passed on all fronts. Have
you ever cheated over the board? No Verdict: True. I think
it’s time for a rematch with Dubov. I’ll be in Moscow again
in 2 weeks!”In another post, he wrote, “Mental gymnastics
of my detractors: “You refused the polygraph that proves
everything” Then switching to “polygraphs are
pseudoscience this proves nothing”. Some people will al-
ways twist everything to fit their perspective. The only con-
stant is that the chess always speaks for itself.”

What was the challenge?
Niemann was supposed to undergo a lie-detecting

polygraph test after losing an 18-game blitz match against
Dubov. Niemann had challenged Dubov to a showdown in
Russia to settle their World Rapid and Blitz dispute, with
the condition that the loser had to answer one question with
a polygraph test.In March, Niemann faced Dubov and lost
the 18-game challenge by a margin of 8.5-9.5, resulting in
him facing the polygraph test.This came after Dubov’s ‘no
show’ at the World Rapid and Blitz Championship against
Niemann, citing that he fell asleep.Following the incident,
Niemann extended an open challenge to Dubov. “Happy to
play Dubov in a blitz match under ANY conditions. I will pay
for his travel/accommodation and offer a $10,000 reward to

a charity of his choice if he wins,” Niemann had posted on
X.Dubov accepted the challenge after Niemann’s
quarterfinal loss to Norway’s Magnus Carlsen but with spe-
cific conditions.In an Instagram post, Dubov proposed a lie
detector test for Niemann. “I’m ready to play, under the fol-
lowing conditions: You agree to a lie detector test with a
trained professional… Test to feature only questions about
cheating, with the results to be communicated to the com-
munity at large. If the test comes out clean, I will admit my
decision was rash and play a 24-game blitz match against
you, 8 games a day, $2,000 per point,” Dubov wrote.Later,
Magnus Carlsen added fuel to the controversy by suggest-
ing that Dubov’s absence may have been deliberate to ‘prove
a point.’ That came amid lingering tensions after Carlsen
accused Niemann of cheating in 2022. Although Carlsen
later retracted his claims following a $100 million defama-
tion lawsuit from Niemann.

PCB reschedules Thursday’s PSL match
between Karachi Kings and Peshawar Zalmi

GNS News Agency, May 8
The Pakistan Cricket Board rescheduled Thursday’s

Pakistan Super League (PSL) match between Karachi Kings
and Peshawar Zalmi in Rawalpindi after Indian military
strikes in the country in retaliation to the April 22 terror at-
tack in Pahalgam.“The Pakistan Cricket Board, in consul-
tation with all the stakeholders, has decided to reschedule
tonight’s HBL PSL X match between Peshawar Zalmi and
Karachi Kings. The PCB will announce the revised date in
due course,” the cricket board said in a media statement.The
Indian armed forces launched precision missile strikes on
nine terror targets in Pakistan and Pakistan Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, including the strongholds of Jaish-e-
Mohammed in Bahawalpur and Lashkar-e-Taiba in Muridke.

The strikes were in response to the attack in Pahalgam in
which 26 people, mostly tourists, were gunned down.

On Thursday, there was a change in venue for the
Indian Premier League match between Mumbai Indians and
Punjab Kings as well when the fixture, scheduled for May
11 in Dharamsala, was shifted to Ahmedabad owing to the
closure of the hill town’s airport in the wake of military ac-
tion against terror infrastructure in Pakistan.The IPL con-
firmed the development with an official statement. “IPL
Match No. 61 between Punjab Kings and Mumbai Indians,
originally scheduled to be played in Dharamshala on Sun-
day, May 11, has been relocated to the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad. The venue change has been necessi-
tated due to logistical challenges. The match will begin at
3:30 PM IST as per the original schedule,” the statement
read.

The Dharamsala airport has been closed for commer-
cial flights at least until May 10 in the wake of India’s mili-
tary strikes on terrorist infrastructure inside Pakistan and
Pakistan Occupied Jammu and Kashmir in retaliation to
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.Punjab Kings play Delhi
Capitals in Dharamsala on Thursday. It remains to be seen
how both Punjab Kings and Delhi Capitals are ferried out of
Dharamsala with the flight operations shut in the picturesque
town. With Chandigarh airport also closed, teams need to
find a way to get to Delhi.

‘You’ve been an absolute inspiration to
me’: Shubman Gill shares heartfelt note

after Rohit Sharma’s retirement

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Shubman Gill, Rohit Sharma’s ODI deputy, posted a

heartfelt note after the latter called time on his Test career
on Wednesday. “India is grateful for what you have done in
tests as a player and a captain. You’ve been an absolute
inspiration to me and everyone that has played with or
against you. There are things that I’ve learnt from you that I
am going to remember forever,” Gill wrote in an Instagram
story.“Happy retirement to @rohitsharma45 one of the best
captains that I’ve played under. Thank you Cap!,” he
added.As reported by the Indian express on Wednesday,
Gill is the front-runner to captain the men’s Test team after
incumbent Rohit’s retirement. On a day The Indian Express
reported that the selectors had decided to remove Rohit
Sharma as captain because of his poor form in Test cricket,
Sharma took to Instagram to announce that he was step-
ping away from Test cricket.Shubman Gill Rohit Sharma
retirement Shubman Gill’s Instagram story for Rohit Sharma.

“Hello everyone I would just like to share that I am
retiring from Test cricket. It’s been an absolute honour to
represent my country in whites. Thank you for all the love
and support over the years,” Rohit said along with a photo
of his Test cap in an Instagram Story.The Indian Express
understands that the senior selection committee headed
by former India all rounder Ajit Agarkar is of the opinion that
25-year-old Gill is the ideal candidate to take over as Test
captain. However, the selectors will discuss the same with
the BCCI before making a formal announcement. If ap-
pointed as Test skipper, Gill’s first assignment will be the
five-match Test series in England.Festive offerRohit’s re-
tirement announcement came after a wretched tour of Aus-
tralia earlier this year resulted in a second defeat at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.In the last 11 Test innings, Rohit
Sharma has an average of 6.63, having managed to score
only 73 runs. Rohit’s longest outing was his latest hit in the
second innings at MCG in a 340-run chase, facing 40 deliv-
eries for nine runs.

‘Your journey has been a remarkable one’: Sachin
Tendulkar lauds Rohit Sharma after Test retirement

 GNS News Agency, May 8
Indian icon Sachin Tendulkar on Thursday lauded Rohit

Sharma after he announced his retirement from Test cricket
on Wednesday. Tendulkar, who handed Rohit his debut Test
cap at the Eden Gardens in 2013, said his journey had been
a remarkable one and wished him well for the future.“I re-
member presenting you with your Test cap in 2013 at Eden
Gardens and then standing with you on the balcony of
Wankhede Stadium the other day – your journey has been
a remarkable one. From then to now, you have given your
best to Indian cricket as a player and as a captain. Well
done, Rohit, on your Test career, and best wishes for what
lies ahead,” Tendulkar posted on X on Thursday.

Rohit made a brilliant Test debut in the two-match se-
ries against the West Indies in Kolkata, hitting 177 in his
maiden appearance and following it up with a 111 not out in
Tendulkar’s last Test in Mumbai.   I remember presenting
you with your Test cap in 2013 at Eden Gardens and then
standing with you on the balcony of Wankhede Stadium the
other day – your journey has been a remarkable one.Rohit
Sharma announced his retirement from Test cricket on
Wednesday, a day it was revealed by The Indian Express
that he would not be captaining the Indian cricket team for
the England series.

“Hello everyone I would just like to share that I am
retiring from Test cricket. It’s been an absolute honour to
represent my country in whites. Thank you for all the love
and support over the years,” Rohit said with a photo of the
Team India Test cap on his Instagram Story.The announce-

ment comes after a wretched tour of Australia earlier this
year resulted in a second defeat at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground on Monday.In the last 11 Test innings, Rohit Sharma
has an average of 6.63, having managed to score only 73
runs. Rohit’s longest outing was his latest hit in the second
innings at MCG in a 340-run chase, facing 40 deliveries for
nine runs.

It was a personal decision,
BCCI had no role in it: Rajeev

Shukla on Rohit's Test retirement
New Delhi: Rohit Sharma retiring from Test cricket was

a personal decision and there was no pressure put on him
by the BCCI to take that call, its vice-president Rajeev
Shukla said on Thursday.Rohit announced his retirement
on Wednesday ahead of the five-match Test series in En-
gland beginning on June 20. “As far as Rohit Sharma’s re-
tirement from Test cricket is concerned, he has made his
own decision.

“It is our policy that the players who take the decision
of retirement — we do not put any pressure on them, nor
do we suggest anything, nor do we say anything,” Shukla
told PTI Videos.Rohit is an undisputed white-ball great but
he could not replicate that success in the 67 Tests he
played. Shukla said his contribution to the five day game
was immense.“The more we praise him, the less it is. He is
a great batsman. The good thing is that he has not yet de-
cided to retire from cricket (will play only ODIs). So we will
definitely take advantage of his experience and talent,” said
Shukla.With Rohit stepping down, it remains to be seen who
is elevated to India Test captaincy. Jasprit Bumrah, K L
Rahul and Shubman Gill are among the contenders. When
asked about potential names in the fray, Shukla said that
the matter lies strictly with the selection committee.“There
should not be any speculations. The selectors will decide
and tell you who the captain is… it is solely and purely their
call.”
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Kamal Haasan reveals his new nickname for Mani Ratnam;
Simbu shares why he’s never late to Thug Life director’s set:

‘It’s not because I am scared of him, but…’

Often criticised for allegedly arriving late to sets and
having conflicts with the makers of his films, Simbu re-
cently praised Mani Ratnam for his professionalism.Mani
Ratnam's Thug Life marks Kamal Haasan and
Silambarasan's first on-screen collaboration. Despite be-
longing to different generations, there is something inter-
estingly similar about Tamil stars Kamal Haasan and
Silambarasan TR (popularly known as Simbu); both of them
pretty much grew up on movie sets after having made their
film debuts as child artistes. While Kamal Haasan entered
the world of cinema at the age of six, playing a key role in
director A Bhimsingh’s Gemini Ganesan and Savitri-starrer
Kalathur Kannamma (1960) – which earned him the
Rashtrapati Award – Simbu made his first screen appear-
ance at the tender age of one in his father T Rajendar’s
Uravai Kaatha Kili (1984). Since then, the two have come a
long way.

Another factor that unites them is their shared admira-
tion and deep respect for legendary filmmaker Mani Ratnam.
While the two are gearing up for the release of Mani’s Thug
Life, which also marks the two actors’ first on-screen col-
laboration, Kamal and Simbu recently opened up about
their experience working with the veteran director. Talk-
ing about Mani’s dedication to filmmaking, Kamal also
revealed the new nickname he has given to the director

because of his habit of arriving on set even before sun-
rise.

“While working on Thug Life, I was so happy to see
him with the same enthusiasm that I saw in him while we
were doing Nayagan (the 1987 gangster drama that marked
the director and actor’s last movie together). I have started
calling him Anjara Mani Ratnam (Anjara in Tamil means
5.30) because he starts the shoot at 5.30 am. He would
reach the set at 5 itself. Imagine the plight of the camera-
man (Ravi K Chandran), who has to be there at least 15
minutes prior. Everyone welcomed this new name I gave
him by applauding. I told him I won’t come at 5.30, and the
best I can do is 7 am. I said, ‘At 5.30, it will just be the two of
us, sitting there and talking. No one else will be around. So,
you do you; I will come by 7.’ He is not just an early bird; he
is a bird with wings larger than most birds,” Kamal quipped
during a promotional event organised by Raaj Kamal Films
International, the co-producer of Thug Life.

Simbu, meanwhile, heaped praise on the filmmaker
for his professionalism and shared why he is never late to a
Mani Ratnam set. The actor has frequently faced criticism
for allegedly arriving late to sets and having conflicts with
the makers of his films. “Many have asked me how I go on
time to Mani sir’s sets and if he is strict or if I am afraid of
him. It’s not because I am scared of him. Yet, I have never
been late to his set even once. There have been days when
I reached before he did. The reason is we are actors… When
we agree to act in a movie trusting a director or the pro-
ducer, they should complete the movie on time,” Simbu
pointed out as Kamal patted him in appreciation for speak-
ing out.

He continued, “The director should come on time. Only
then would the actors come on time. When Mani Ratnam
comes to the set, he won’t sit around thinking, ‘What or how
to do something?’ He would know exactly what he needs
and what needs to be done. And thus, he won’t waste an
actor’s time or call sheet, would complete the movie on time,
the payment would come on time, and the movie would
also be released on the scheduled date. If a man has per-
fectly followed all these years, which actor would feel like
not reaching his set on time?”Adding to Simbu’s statement,
Kamal Haasan mentioned that he too faced the same with
people asking him why he would go to K Balachander and
Balu Mahendra’s sets on time, but when certain others told
him to come at 9, he would reach only by 10. “I didn’t react
back then (like how STR did now) because they walked
around carrying staffs. But all they had were staffs (like
sceptres), but it’s people like them (Balachander, Balu and
Mani) who ruled cinema. When we work with people like
them, an alarm automatically goes off inside us.”

Prakash Raj says Fawad Khan’s Abir Gulaal should release:
‘Let people decide…govt allowing bans to create fear in

society’
Prakash Raj says Vaani Kapoor and Fawad Khan's

Abir Gulaal should not be banned in India.Prakash Raj
says Vaani Kapoor and Fawad Khan's Abir Gulaal should
not be banned in India.

Prakash Raj firmly stands against the ban of any
film, irrespective of its ideology. He said public sentiments
are getting hurt at the drop of a hat these days. The actor
quoted the examples of Deepika Padukone-starrer
Padmaavat (2018), Shah Rukh Khan-starrer Pathaan
(2023), and more recently, Prithviraj Sukumaran’s L2:
Empuraan and Fawad Khan-starrer Abir Gulaal.

“I’m not for any banning of films, whether it’s right-
wing or a propaganda film. Let people decide. People
have the right. You can’t ban films, unless it’s pornogra-
phy or about child abuse. But thought process? So what?
Let them come, no,” said Prakash, reacting to the ban of
Aarti S Bagdi’s romantic drama Abir Gulaal, starring Pa-
kistani actor Fawad Khan in the lead role.He further said
in the interview to The Lallantop, “Today, anybody can
get hurt. ‘I’ll chop off the nose of Deepika Padukone! I’ll
behead her!’ Useey kya hoga (what effect would that
have?). Shah Rukh Khan… just because of a colour?
Besharam rang na… they can make a hue and cry about
anything they don’t like.” Prakash Raj was referring to the
Shri Rajput Karni Sena threatening to chop off Deepika’s
nose if her film Padmaavat is released, which allegedly
distorted Rajput history. He also referred to a section of
society objecting to the saffron bikini worn by Deepika in
the song “Besharam Rang” from Siddharth Anand’s spy
thriller Pathaan.“The present power is letting it happen.
They’re giving them enough support to let it happen, to
create a fear in society,” argued Prakash. “Certain films
are not being made in this country. They will not let it
because there’s censorship. There was state censorship.
Now, they’ve clearly brought it to Central censorship. They
decide what’s made. Film industry is a very vulnerable
industry. There’s money. So their whole idea is to bring

so much of fear so that the next generation decides not to
even write what they otherwise would. They don’t want
this discourse,” added the actor.Prakash Raj quoted the
example of L2: Empuraan, which was cleared by the
Central Board of Film Certification. But after objections
were raised towards the alleged depiction of the 2002
violence in Godhra, Gujarat, lead actor Mohanlal issued
an apology. Certain cuts were made to the film subse-
quently. “The Kashmir Files will release. But some other
films won’t. There’s a conscious attempt that every party
will do. Today, it’s BJP, but it happened before also. Ev-
ery powerful central government is always intolerant of
questioning. That’s why anybody you give too much
power to, will become intolerable,” added Prakash.

When Mohanlal jumped from sixth floor without
stunt double for a villain role: ‘He also performed a

mid-air somersault before landing’

Actor Shankar once shared a story about how
Mohanlal fearlessly jumped off the top of a six-storey
building without using a stunt double for a scene in one
of their earlier films.Actor Shankar once talked about
Malayalam superstar Mohanlal's dedication towards cin-
ema.

With the release of director Tharun Moorthy’s
Thudarum, Malayalam superstar Mohanlal’s physical agil-
ity has once again become the hot topic, with many heap-
ing praise on him for acing difficult stunts with precision.
While a younger Mohanlal frequently received and took on
roles that allowed him to push the boundaries of his flexibil-

ity, such opportunities have been rare in his recent films,
leading many to assume that age has diminished his
ability to perform complex moves. Nonetheless, the 64-
year-old actor has emphatically proven that age is just a
number with Thudarum, particularly with the shot featur-
ing him jumping through a picture window and breaking
its glass, underscoring that he is still capable of pulling
off the unimaginable.Regardless, this is not the first time
he has courageously done such risky action sequences.
In fact, actor Shankar once shared a story about how
Mohanlal fearlessly jumped off the top of a six-storey
building without using a stunt double for a scene in one
of their earlier films. “In cinematographer-turned-director
J Williams’ Hello Madras Girl (1983), Mohanlal was the
villain and I was the hero. There is an action scene in-
volving me and Mohanlal where our fight leads us to the
top of a building,” Shankar said during a chat with Silly
Monks Mollywood.He added, “As we were fighting, Will-
iams asked us to stop. He told us to jump from the top of
the six-storey building. I objected to this, but the director
insisted and told us that all security arrangements had
been made. Despite everything I heard, I started to feel
scared because I had never done it before. But then
Mohanlal agreed to jump. That’s when I also said ok. Not
only did Mohanlal jump, but he also performed a mid-air
somersault before landing. I just leapt straight across.
From that, one can understand his dedication towards
cinema.”Both Mohanlal and Shankar made their on-
screen debuts together in director Fazil’s romantic trag-
edy Manjil Virinja Pookkal (1980), with the former play-
ing the main antagonist in the movie headlined by the
latter and Poornima Bhagyaraj. Interestingly, they ap-
peared in as many as 30 films together. Their last on-
screen collaboration was in Rosshan Andrrews’
Casanovva (2012).

‘Never refer to this movie again’: Aamir Khan
outrightly rejected idea of Imran Khan-starrer
Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na’s sequel, reveals director
As the Hindi film industry sees a decline in romantic

films, fans often turn to old films to relive the magic of the
genre. Many also express a desire to see sequels of be-
loved romantic films. One such film that continues to re-
ceive love is Imran Khan’s Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na. In a
recent interaction on the YouTube channel Aamir Khan
Talkies, Imran and the film’s director Abbas Tyrewala sat
down for a conversation and discussed the possibility of a
sequel to Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na.

Talking about the same, Imran said, “When I am walk-
ing, people come and grab me by the shirt and ask, ‘Are
you guys going to make Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na’s sequel?”
Abbas chimed in, “That’s my Instagram DM every
day.”Abbas Tyrewala revealed that he had once pitched
the idea of a sequel to Imran Khan’s uncle and the film’s
producer, Aamir Khan. He said, “Very shortly after the film’s
release, I went to Aamir with an idea of the sequel — at
some point Jai and Aditi (Imran and Genelia D’Souza’s char-
acters in the film) would fight. I told him, ‘Let’s start the se-
quel at the point when Jai and Aditi are on the trial of their
separation. Jai will bump into Meghna (Jai’s former love
interest in the film) at a party and he is drunk.'”Aamir, how-
ever, wasn’t pleased with the idea. Recalling his reaction,
Abbas said, “Aamir told me, ‘Never refer to this movie again.

I don’t want to hear anything about the sequel if that’s the
way you are going with it.'” Abbas himself admitted to lack-
ing the willingness to make a sequel to the beloved film. “I
don’t know how to reboot fairytales. I haven’t seen them
working well,” he said. The actor-filmmaker, however, did
express interest in a reunion of the film’s cast.Released in
2008, Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na marked Imran Khan’s debut
in films. The movie was a massive hit at the box office and
also received critical acclaim.

 Robert Downey Jr. and Marvel legends
show up for Thunderbolts screening

The ‘new Avengers’ Thunderbolts* have officially
entered the MCU and received a warm welcome from
their upcoming threat, Doctor Doom, played by Robert
Downey Jr., along with a bunch of Marvel icons who
showed up to celebrate the movie’s successful premiere.
According to Variety, the Jake Schreier directorial grossed
over $31.5 million on Friday in its domestic run, including
preview screenings from 4,330 theatres. Earlier, Schreier
confirmed that his group of misfits is set to join the 2026
movie lineup. Thunderbolts* brings together a team of
antiheroes, led by Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan), Yelena
Belova (Florence Pugh), John Walker (Wyatt Russell),
and Red Guardian (David Harbour). There are plenty of
new faces as well, and Downey, who left the MCU after
Endgame in 2019, is now set to return as main antago-
nist next year.

Downey Jr. shared a photo of himself on Instagram
with Chris Hemsworth (Thor), Anthony Mackie (Captain
America), Vanessa Kirby, and other stars after they en-
joyed a special screening of Thunderbolts*. “So cool, fresh
and deep”, the former Tony Stark, aka Iron Man, gushed,
congratulating the new cast. “Just wow!!! Dinner and a show
with the Old Avengers,” he wrote. Back in April, Marvel con-
firmed the lineup of Avengers: Doomsday, though half of
the 60-member roster will be unveiled later. Those whose
names are already official joined the success party, includ-
ing Paul Rudd (Ant-Man), Anthony Mackie, and Winston
Duke (M’Baku from Black Panther). Special attention was
also on Marvel newcomer Simu Liu (Shang-Chi). Mean-
while, Channing Tatum, alongside upcoming Fantastic Four
stars Vanessa Kirby and Ebon Moss-Bachrach, also graced
the party.Earlier, there was a lot of buzz regarding the leaked
post-credit scene of Thunderbolts*, which was later con-
firmed to be shot for Marvel’s next biggest project for 2026,
bringing on board the cast of Avengers, Thunderbolts*, X-
Men, and its upcoming first Marvel family, the Fantastic
Four. During the final sequence of Thunderbolts, we see
our new superheroes, who have successfully disguised
themselves as the new Avengers, watching Val, aka
Valentina Allegra de Fontaine, played by Julia Louis-
Dreyfus, take credit for saving the country from Void, aka
Pullman’s alter ego. While they all spend some normal time,
talking and doing dishes, a spaceship enters showing the
arrival of the Fantastic Four.

However, according to Jake Schreier, who spoke to
EW recently, “The scene was actually filmed for the up-
coming Avengers: Doomsday.” So yes, he did confirm a

few Reddit theories floating around since the post-credit
scene went viral. According to him, the final scene was
shot at the very last moment. “I was very happy to be
there and lucky to be there,” Schreier said. “It was so fun
to see your characters go off into this bigger context. We’ve
been living in our own contained world, but it was really
fun to see them there.”

Triptii Dimri drops a sneak
peek into her 'shoot day'

Mumbai: One of the most bankable actresses in
Bollywood, Triptii Dimri used social media to drop a sneak
peek into her ‘shoot day’.She shared a photo on her
Instagram stories revealing the shoot location for her up-
coming project. The ‘Animal’ actress seems to be filming in
one of the chawls in Mumbai. Following this was an image
of one of the crew members carrying food on the
set.However, Triptii did not reveal which project she is busy
with at the moment.

The stunner is juggling multiple projects at the moment,
one of them being Vishal Bhardwaj’s “Arjun Ustara”, oppo-
site Shahid Kapoor. While it was being speculated that the
drama has been pushed, allegedly due to the box office
debacle of Shahid’s last release “Deva”, Triptiicleared the
air saying that these are mere speculations.

Recently, a netizen reached out to the ‘Bulbbul’ ac-
tress on Instagram, asking for an update on “Arjun Ustara”.
To this, Triptii replied saying, “No no not true, we’re shoot-
ing.”

Dhanush surprises the
audience at A R Rahman’s

concert in Mumbai
Mumbai: Actor Dhanush surprised the attendees at

Grammy and Oscar-winning music composer A R
Rahman’s concert in Mumbai.The gig, which was a part of
Rahman’s ‘The Wonderment Tour’, was held at the DY Patil
Stadium in the Nerul area of Navi Mumbai. The event wit-
nessed a spectacular celebration of music, emotion, and
unity, registering a massive footfall of over 40,000
attendees.Held as a marquee event as part of WAVES
Summit 2025, the concert proved to be a genre-defying
experience that fans are calling a “once-in-a-lifetime mo-
ment.”

The evening began with dynamic performances by The
Yellow Diary, Anubha Bajaj, and Ridáy, who set the tone
with their fresh and much loved songs. Playback singers
Sukhwinder Singh, Jonita Gandhi, AR Ameen, and Zanai
Bhosle, along with Rahman, took over the stage and served
a delectable musical treat to the audience.Ashwin
Mukundan, Project Director, reflected on the night, as he
said. “This was more than just a concert, it was a celebra-
tion of creativity and the power of music.


