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Telangana Congress online poll
boomerangs; people call for return of KCR

Washington plane crash: 18 bodies
pulled out from Potomac River

KTR slams Congress for keeping
farmers in Telangana waiting for support

Two MGNREGS workers die, five
injured after rocks cave in Siddipet

Siddipet: Two workers of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)
died and five others sustained serious injuries after rocks caved in on them.

The incident happened while they were working at Goverdhanagiri village in Akkannapet mandal on
Thursday.The two victims were identified as Kandarapu Sarojana (52) and her daughter Mamatha (25).The
injured were rushed to a local hospital. Further details are awaited.

Kavitha raises concern over rising
 food poisoning cases in Telangana’s

government schools, hostels
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: BRS MLC K Kavitha has raised serious

concern over the rising incidents of food poisoning in gov-
ernment schools and hostels across Telangana, calling it a
reflection of administrative neglect under the Congress
government.“In just one day, 50 cases have been reported
across three districts. How many more innocent children
must suffer before this irresponsible government wakes up
(to take action)?” she questioned.Taking to X, Kavitha said
while Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy was obsessed with
political theatrics and photo-ops, students who were the
future of Telangana, were suffering due to negligence. She
urged the State government to address the issue immedi-
ately. She reminded that every child had the right to safe,
nutritious food and dignity.

Telangana students to lose PG
medical seat quota after SC ruling

 Thousands of tribals congregate
at Keslapur in Telangana

Harish Rao questions Congress government
over non-payment of retirement benefits

Andhra Pradesh to roll out
WhatsApp governance

Hyderabad: No more running aroung government officials for certificates and other services if you are in Andhra
Pradesh. Just get them sitting at home though your WhatsApp.The Chandrababu-led government is set to launch WhatsApp
governance on Thursday (January 30), becoming the first State in India to roll out such a facility.The idea first came after
the TDP government signed an MoU with Meta in October 2024.Initially, the initiative will offers around 161 services,
including Endowments, Energy, Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation, Revenue, Anna Canteens, Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund and Municipal Administration. The government aims to increase the services in the coming days.

CM Revanth Reddy Pays Tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi on His Death Anniversary

Maha Kumbh stampede: PIL in
SC seeks action against officials

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
New Delhi: Following the tragic stampede at the

Maha Kumbh in which at least 30 people were killed and
around 60 others injured, a public interest litigation (PIL)
has been filed before the Supreme Court seeking legal
action against authorities and officials for their “negligent
conduct”.The petition said the incident depicts the drastic
condition and fate of people due to the lapses, negli-
gence and utter failure of administration purported by the
government authorities.Apart from the “failure of main-
taining and administering the supervision”, the plea al-
leged that the authorities had also failed in controlling
the crowd gathered for the event.

“From the 1954 Kumbh Mela stampede accident to

the Maha Kumbh 2025 stampede in Uttar Pradesh which
took around 30 lives and left several injured, it is clear and
visible to mention that nothing in the administration activity
of our country has changed wherein such actions could have
been avoided by showing reasonable duty of care and
upfront repair and development activity,” stated the
petition.Quite often there are reports of casualties occur-
ring due to overcrowding and lack of management by the
administration and its municipal bodies, it highlighted, add-
ing that every time such incidents take place “we have not
learnt anything from the past”.As per the petition, the event
of Kumbh is one of the biggest and leading religious events
of the nation, and hence, it becomes the collective respon-
sibility of all states to ensure the safety and secure visit of
its respective residents.“All states shall have to come for-
ward for proper facilitation, security, medical facility, trans-
portation and other facilities for their respective residents
who are going to Maha Kumbh. Whenever such incidents
happen, mostly the common and poor people become vic-
tims,” the petition said.“There are several questions which
are brewing up from this horrific incident of stampede thereby
questioning the duty and lapse of State Government and
Municipal Corporations,” it added.Similar incidents of stam-
pede had also taken place earlier in religious festivals, cer-
emonies and events, the petition said. It prayed that the
Uttar Pradesh government be directed to file a status re-
port on the Maha Kumbh 2025 stampede incident and ini-
tiate legal action against the authorities and officials for their
negligent conduct.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on the occasion of
his death anniversary. Remembering the Father of the Na-
tion, who led the struggle for independence through non-
violence and satyagraha, the Chief Minister honored his
legacy.

Marking the occasion of ‘Martyrs' Remembrance Day,’
Revanth Reddy also paid homage to the great souls who
sacrificed their lives for the nation. He emphasized the im-
portance of Gandhian values in contemporary society and
reiterated the need to uphold the principles of truth and non-
violence.

 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: An attempt by the Telangana Congress

to insult the previous BRS regime by calling it ‘farmhouse
governance’ through an online poll on X is boomeranging,
with people calling for the return of the K Chandrashekhar
Rao government.As part of an attempt to showcase the

“support” extended to the State government by the people,
the official handle of Telangana Congress, @INCTelangana,
launched an online poll asking X users which governance
they preferred. The options were “A. Farmhouse gover-
nance” and “B. Prajala Vaddaku Palana”, with the Congress
calling itself the people’s government..However, as voting
progressed, the trend favoured what the Congress tried to
belittle by calling it the farmhouse governance, with more
than 70 percent of the voters calling for the return of the
BRS led by Chandrashekhar Rao.Sharing a screenshot of
the Telangana Congress X handle’s poll, in which the more
than 70 percent favoured the BRS regime, BRS spokes-
person Putta Vishnuvardhan Reddy said the message was
clear.Many X users laughed their hearts at the way the poll
boomeranged on the Congress and wanted the details not
to be deleted, with a few insisting that screenshots of the
Congress debacle be saved. There were a few, who
criticised the Congress asking them how many times they
would face such embarrassing moments.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Washington: A mid-air collision over the Potomac

River near Washington’s Reagan National Airport has
claimed at least 18 lives, as rescue teams continue to
search for survivors, according to local media reports.The
crash involved American Airlines Flight 5342 and a Black
Hawk military helicopter. The military helicopter was car-
rying three soldiers when it collided with the regional
passenger jet, which had 60 passengers and four crew
members on board while approaching the airport for land-
ing. No survivors have been found so far, CNN reported.

The US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) con-
firmed that the collision occurred around 9 pm local time on
Wednesday.As a result, all takeoffs and landings at the air-
port were temporarily halted while emergency teams worked
at the crash site. The Pentagon and the Army are investi-
gating the crash, said Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
He wrote that the investigation was “launched immediately.”
“Absolutely tragic. Search and rescue efforts still ongoing.
Prayers for all impacted souls, and their families,” Hegseth
added.President Donald Trump issued a statement ex-
pressing his concern over the tragic accident. “I have been
fully briefed on the terrible accident which just took place at
Reagan National Airport. May God bless their souls. Thank
you for the incredible work being done by our first respond-

ers. I am monitoring the situation and will provide more
details as they arise,” the statement read.The FAA con-
firmed that a PSA Airlines Bombardier CRJ700 regional
jet, operating as Flight 5342 for American Airlines, was
on approach to Runway 33 when it collided midair with a
Sikorsky H-60 Black Hawk helicopter. The National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB) will lead the investigation
into the cause of the accident.Emergency response teams,
including the Metropolitan Police Department and the
District of Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Department, were deployed swiftly to conduct search
and rescue operations. Boats are actively scanning the
Potomac River, searching for potential survivors.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: Former Minister and senior BRS MLA T

Harish Rao has demanded the State government to imme-
diately release retirement benefits to nearly 8,000 retired
employees and teachers since March 2024. He warned that
if the government remains indifferent, the BRS would launch

a fight to secure justice for the retirees.In a statement,
Harish Rao stated that dues ranging between Rs 80-90
lakh per employee, including provident fund, gratuity, in-
surance, commutation, and surrender leave benefits, had
not been cleared for the last one year. Calling it shame-
ful, he called out the government for its negligence and
ignorance to the plight of those who dedicated three de-
cades of service.

“Is this how the government repays employees and
teachers who served the people for 30 years?” he asked,
explaining out how retirees were suffering mental anguish,
falling ill, and running from offices to courts to claim their
rightful benefits.Pointing to their struggles, Harish Rao said,
“One is waiting for money for his child’s wedding, another
for her son’s education, and another for medical treatment
for his ailing wife. Yet, the government has shown no con-
cern for months.”He accused the Revanth Reddy govern-
ment of cruelty towards retired employees and teachers,
holding it responsible for their financial distress and suffer-
ing.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: BRS working president KT Rama Rao

launched a scathing attack on the Congress government
for the never-ending wait of Telangana farmers for support
in its one year of rule. He said farmers continue to wait for
everything – from Rythu Bandhu to Rythu Bima, crop loan
waiver to power and water supply, and urea supply to crop
procurement.Sharing media reports on the farmers’ plight
on X, Rama Rao criticised the government for ignoring cru-
cial issues, leaving farmers in Palamuru, Wyra, Bayyaram
and Jagtial struggling for support prices for crucial crops,
power, and fertilisers.“Farmers are being forced to aban-
don cultivation and hit the streets for their basic needs,” he
said.Contrasting it with the BRS regime, he said farmers,
who once cultivated with confidence under former Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar Rao’s rule, were now filled with
sorrow and uncertainty under the Congress government.
He warned that the progress achieved over the last decade
was slipping away due to the current government’s ineffi-
ciency. He called on for farmers and people of Telangana
to take up the fight for their rights.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hyderabad: Meritorious students from Telangana

are set to lose their domicile-based reservations in Post
Graduate (PG) medical seats from the next academic year.
The change will allow students from other States who
have completed MBBS in Telangana to compete for su-
per-specialty medical seats under the Competent Author-
ity in Telangana.

The Supreme Court’s judgment on Wednesday de-
claring domicile-based reservations in PG medical seats
as ‘impermissible’ also means that students from Telangana
will lose all such reservations within the State.

A large number of students, public health experts and
individuals closely following medical education said the apex
court’s judgment would be unfair to native students, who
have pursued MBBS elsewhere, while others argue that
this will only open up opportunities for meritorious students
from across India.The Supreme Court’s judgment has also
elicited arguments that South Indian States, with highly
evolved medical education and a higher number of PG
medical seats, will struggle to maintain quality healthcare

without the domicile reservation.
“Isn’t it unfair to deny a candidate an opportunity in

their native State, where they were born and raised, just
because they completed their MBBS in another State? How
is it equitable to grant State quota benefits to students who
have resided in the State only for 5 years and at the same
time deny benefits to domiciled students?” asks Dr Sunil T,
a Nalgonda native who did his MBBS in Karnataka.Aravind
Varier, well-known for his data analysis on platform X
(@VarierAravind) said: “It would be difficult for the South
Indian States to maintain the quality of healthcare without
domicile reservation for PG medical seats”.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Adilabad: Thousands of tribals visited the Nagoba

temple as part of the seven-day-long annual Nagoba jatara
being celebrated at Keslapur village in Indervelli mandal on
Thursday.Nearly one lakh aboriginal tribals and non-tribals
belonging to various parts of Telangana, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha
made a beeline to Keslapur from early morning till midnight
on Wednesday and Thursday. They thronged the temple
and performed special prayers. presented naivedyam as a
token of gratitude for the wellbeing of their families. The
sleepy village has come alive with the presence of the
devotees.They shopped for groceries and other home ap-
pliances at the Jatara. They indulged in fun games at the

fair. They camped under the make-shift tents and dined
along with their relatives and friends. They also visited stalls
displayed by various government departments.Security ar-
rangements were made by deploying 600 policemen to pre-
vent untoward incidents at the venue of the fair. Barricading
was done to prevent stampedes. Parking lots were created
on the outskirts of the village. Fire tenders were kept ready
and the medical department’s staff was tasked to handle
emergencies.Meanwhile, 52 newly wedded women were
inducted into the Mesram clan during the customary Bheting
or introduction of the women conducted on Wednesday
night. The unique programme was held in presence of el-
ders of the clan. The women visited the deity of the temple
and took blessings of the elders, attaining status of daugh-
ters-in-law.
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Pune on my plate:
SPPU’s eateries are bound

to satiate your hunger,without
pinching your pocket

 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
The sprawling campus of Savitribai Phule Pune Uni-

versity has its three prominent eateries, which help students
and visitors assuage their hunger pangs. The open air can-
teen near the Department of English was once one of the
most popular joints which drew a large crowd. But, now the
refurbished canteens and other eateries have taken their
place.Located under a banyan tree, Adarsh Canteen is one
of the most popular eating spots on the campus. Located
near the Jaykar Library, this canteen was recently refur-
bished in terms of management and transport. Tea is the
most ordered beverage here as it is priced at Rs 10 a cup
and coffee at Rs 20. The receptionist mentioned the can-
teen was on the verge of a makeover and a new menu will
be unveiled soon. Shilpa Sanap, a student from the depart-
ment of sociology, frequents the canteen as it is affordable.
“I do like the tea served here,” she said. Adarsh canteen is
expected to run full swing with a complete menu in a
fortnight.Like the Adarsh canteen, the food court has also
undergone an infrastructure upgrade with new tables and
wall fans fitted around the corners. The food court, located
in front of the PUMBA (Pune University Masters of Busi-
ness Administration) department, is a popular destination
among foodies as it hosts multiple food outlets in a single
area. Visitors here can get snacks, lunch (veg and non veg),
beverages and desserts. Eateries at the food court are just
as considerate about the taste as they are about distinct
choices of visitors.There are a total of seven food outlets in
the food court that present varieties of Indian and Chinese
dishes.

Ranjit Group and Adarsh, two of the outlets at the food
court, provide affordable breakfast varieties like poha,
samosas, vada pav, sheera as well as idli and sambhar
vada for south Indian breakfast.The most costly breakfast
options are sambhar vada for Rs 35 a plate at Ranjit and
pav bhaji at Rs 40 from Adarsh outlet. Poha with tea re-
mains the most popular choice among visitors for being the
cheapest at Rs 22 at Ranjit and Rs 20 at Adarsh Group.
The veg thali from Aniket, priced at a reasonable Rs 80,
comes with rice, chapati and two sabzis, making for a filling
meal. Usually the outlets at the food court run from 7 am till
10pm.Route 93 dishes out chinese fast food and bever-
ages which are affordable and tasty. The outlet has ample
varieties of food like manchurian, noodles and schezwan
rice, both veg and non veg. The most preferred meal here
is chicken fried rice which comes at Rs 90 for a half plate,
Rs 120 for a full one and thick chocolate shake, which
comes at Rs 80, on the side.The food court is bustling dur-
ing the wee hours as apart from the students of SPPU, stu-
dents from a nearby college flock to the food court to as-
suage their hunger. A group of students from Modern Col-
lege said they regularly visit the food court as it is acces-
sible and comparatively affordable as compared to nearby
food outlets. They also highlighted the hygiene here.“I come
regularly here, but only two places provide hygienic food.
One is Aniket outlet and the other is route 93,” said Vikas
Dengale, a student at Modern college.

Guest house canteenThere is one more eatery located
on campus in an inconspicuous spot. Guest House Can-
teen, adjacent to the Department of Education, provides
breakfast items like poha, samosa and bread patties.

The price range here is identical to the other two can-
teens. The visitors here are very few and usually are the
ones who occasionally visit here for a cup of tea.“I came
here after a year. It remains open till 3pm and they do pro-
vide lunch here, but the students prefer the food court be-
cause of the variety of food items it provides,” said a faculty
member at the technology department.The food facilities in
the campus have kept pace with the change in food habits
and taste buds of the students and others.

Airport Customs arrest Tanzania national
for smuggling cocaine worth Rs 7.5 crore

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Mumbai Customs on Friday arrested a 47-year-old

Tanzanian national, who was detained at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Airport on January 19 for al-
legedly trying to smuggle cocaine worth Rs 7.5 crore into
India by concealing the contraband inside his
body.Lukhumani Fahadi Mawaki was detained by Customs
on the basis of passenger profiling. According to Customs
officers, Mawaki gorged out around 17 capsules in pallet
form at the airport’s washroom. Later at the Sir JJ Hospital,
38 more capsules were recovered from him over January

20-23.According to the Customs officers, 55 capsules con-
taining a white-coloured crumbled substance (cocaine)
weighing 751 grams and priced at Rs 7.51 crore was re-
covered from the Tanzanian.

The accused had hidden the capsules inside his body
as well as ingested them, the Customs officers said. The
accused was subsequently arrested under relevant sec-
tions of the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.Meanwhile, Customs officers at the airport also
seized smuggled gold and foreign currencies. During Janu-
ary 24-25, officers at Airport Commissionerate, Mumbai,
Zone-III, seized 1.16 kg gold valued at Rs 86.68 lakh in two
separate cases and foreign currency equivalent to Rs 22.40
lakh in one case.Two passengers arriving from Baku and
Jeddah were intercepted by Customs and 24-karat gold dust
in wax form weighing 1,010 grams and valued at Rs 75.47
lakh, and 24-karat gold bars weighing 150 grams and val-
ued at Rs 11.20 lakh were seized. The gold was concealed
inside their bodies and shoes of the passengers, Air Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) officers said. One of the passengers was
arrested under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962.The
AIU also intercepted a passenger departing from Mumbai
to Dubai and recovered foreign currency (one lakh Saudi
Riyal), equivalent to Rs 22.40 lakh. The currency was con-
cealed inside clothes, the agency said.

Upset over pay, Punjab NHM employees to march
to poll-bound Delhi to ‘expose’ AAP governance

 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
On February 1, employees under the National Health

Mission (NHM) in Punjab will be marching towards the poll-
bound New Delhi “to expose” Aam Adami Party and its
leader Arvind Kejriwal.Dr Wahid Malerkotla, state president
of NHM employees union, Punjab, said, the contractual
employees will distribute pamphlets in the markets of Delhi
to highlight AAP government’s breach of promises in
Punjab.“The 28 meetings held with the current Punjab gov-
ernment after coming to power have only proven to be hol-
low assurances,” Dr Malerkotla said.

Punjab has approximately 9,200 medical, paramedi-
cal, and clerical health employees recruited by the state
government under the National Health Mission for the past
18 years on “meagre” salaries. Employees are hired under
National Health Mission, a Central Government programme
to ensure quality and affordable healthcare services, on con-
tract basis on a 60:40 pay ratio to be borne by the Central
and State governments respectively. The Centre has also
given the states the option to regularise the employees or
hike the wages.

“However, the 28 meetings held between the Punjab
government and the NHM Employees Union Punjab’s state
committee over the last three years have only resulted in
verbal assurances. When AAP was campaigning ahead of
2022 polls in Punjab, they used to assure us of regular jobs
and rationalisation of salaries on a par with regular employ-
ees but nothing has been done till date. Hence, we will be
going in the streets of Delhi to tell the truth to Delhi voters
as what AAP is doing in Punjab,” said Avtar Singh, from
NHM employees association’s Mansa unit.NHM was ear-
lier National Rural Health Mission when it was launched in
2008 with an aim to strengthen the rural health facilities.
After five years, it was renamed NHM.Initially, the salary
was decided to be split between the Central and state gov-
ernments on a 3:1 ratio. After few years, this state’s share
was raised to 40 per cent and Centre’s share reduced to 60
per cent.“In 2008, a staff nurse used to be paid Rs 8,500
per month, a computer operator Rs 6,500, auxiliary nursing
midwife (ANM) Rs 6,000, while the rest of the staff got Rs
10,000 per month. The pay of the same staff after working
for 17 years have been hiked to Rs 27,000 (staff nurse), Rs
24,000 (computer operator), Rs 23,000 (ANM), and Rs
30,000 for other clerical staff, which is too low,” said Avtar
Singh.The new recruits now get a monthly salary of Rs

10,000 each for ANM and computer operators, Rs 12,000
for staff nurse, community health officer and ayurvedic doc-
tor get Rs 20,000 each on monthly basis.

“However the salary structure is decided by the state
government and if the state will increase the package…the
Centre will add 60 per cent of their share and state will have
to add 40 per cent in that.. But just because the state doesn’t
want to shell out larger share of 40 per cent they continue to
give meagre salaries to NHM staff,” Avtar Singh
explained.“After an online meeting of the union held on Mon-
day, all the employees in Punjab unanimously decided that
during the Delhi Assembly elections in February, they would
protest against the Punjab government by organising
exposé rallies and distributing pamphlets,” said Kiranjit Kaur,
NHM Employees Union state committee member.As a first
step, on February 1, 2025, the ‘pol khol’ campaign will be
launched in New Delhi constituency of AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, said state general secretary Gulshan Sharma from
Faridkot.NHM Employees Union state committee pointed
out that since 2017, neighbouring state of Haryana has been
regularising NHM employees by enacting service laws and
providing benefits such as regular pay scales, pay com-
mission benefits, DA, and medical reimbursements and their
salaries are at par with regular employeesThe main de-
mands of NHM employees include regularization, adoption
of service laws like Haryana, an increase in current sala-
ries, loyalty bonuses, a leave policy with paid leaves, gra-
tuity, etc.Avtar Singh mentioned that with the announce-
ment of protest in Delhi, the Punjab government has called
them for a meeting on February 5, “but we have not post-
poned our protest plan”.

North winds to bring
cold back to Bengal,
foggy conditions to

continue

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Cold air from the north is expected to return to Bengal

starting Sunday, leading to a drop of 3 to 4 degree Celsius
in the minimum temperature by Tuesday, said the weather
office on Saturday.The minimum temperature in Kolkata is
currently 4 degree Celsius above normal. On Friday, Kolkata
recorded a minimum temperature of 18.2 degree Celsius
and a maximum of 26.5 degree Celsius.Meanwhile, flight
operations at Kolkata airport were disrupted Saturday morn-
ing due to the implementation of Safeguarding Procedures
owing to dense fog conditions. Twenty-three arrival flights
and 30 departure flights experienced delays in the first half.
However, no flights were diverted during this period.A dense
fog warning has been issued for four districts in South Ben-
gal and four in North Bengal for three days starting Sunday.
Visibility may drop to around 50 meters in some areas, said
weather experts.The weather office has also predicted light
rain in Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and Jalpaiguri in the next 24
hours.

MSEDCL proposes
tariffreduction,Maharashtra
Electricity Regulatory

Commission to take
final decision

 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Maharashtra solar energy benefits, Solar power for

agriculture sector, MSEDCL tariff reduction
proposalMaharashtra government’s solar energy shift to
benefit farmers and reduce electricity tariffs for
consumers.The Maharashtra Government’s decision to shift
agriculture grids to solar energy will help reduce the cross-
subsidy burden on domestic and industrial consumers, said
Vishwas Pathak, Senior Independent Director, Maharashtra
State Electricity Distribution Company Limited (MSEDCL),
on Friday.

Addressing a press conference in Mumbai, Pathak
said, “The CM Solar Energy Scheme 2.0 generating 16,000
megawatt is a reality. The entire agriculture sector will op-
erate on solar power. This will ensure economically fea-
sible power rates as solar power is cheaper in the long run.
Secondly, farmers will get continuous power during the day
time.”“Today, power is highly subsidised for farmers. Apart
from the state government, cross-subsidy is borne by do-
mestic consumers and industries. Annual cross-subsidy
for the agriculture sector allocated by the government works
out to Rs 10,000 crore,” he added.“Domestic consumers in
the next five years may have to pay a reduced power tariff
of Rs 5.87 per unit. This will be applicable for those con-
suming power up to 100 units per month. For those using
101 to 300 units, the tariff will be Rs 11.82 per unit,” the
MSEDCL officer said, adding that they have proposed tariff
reductions to the State Electricity Regulatory Commission
to ease the financial burden on consumers.MSEDCL cus-
tomers consuming up to 100 units per month currently pay
Rs 7.65 per unit. Whereas domestic consumers in the 101-
300 unit category pay Rs 13.49 per unit.

In a first, Safdarjung
Hospital uses CAR T-cell

therapy to treat cancer patient
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
In a first, Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi has carried out

the Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-cell (CAR T-cell) proce-
dure on a 48-year-old patient suffering from Non-Hodgkin
lymphoma. This is the first time a central government hos-
pital has used this therapy to treat a cancer patient who did
not respond to conventional treatments.

CAR T-cell therapy is an advanced immunotherapy
that harnesses the power of a patient’s own immune cells,
specifically T-cells, to fight cancer. The T-cells are geneti-
cally modified to target and destroy cancerous cells more
effectively than the body’s natural immune response. This
treatment has proven to be a game-changer for patients
with cancers such as Non-Hodgkin lymphoma, especially
those with refractory or relapsed disease that has not re-
sponded to traditional treatments.

The procedure was conducted using indigenously de-
veloped CAR T-cell therapy by a company named
ImmunoACT.

According to Dr Kaushal Kalra, head of the Medical
Oncology department at Safdarjung, the patient was suf-
fering from Non-Hodgkin lymphoma, a type of blood can-
cer in which malignant cells form in the lymph system. It is
resistant to conventional treatments.Dr Kalra said the pa-
tient was admitted to the hospital in the last week of De-
cember and is recovering well. “She has tolerated the treat-
ment well, which is an encouraging outcome for both the
patient and the medical team,” he said.

CM Siddaramaiah’s plea against MUDA ‘scam’ probe:
Karnataka High Court adjourns hearing to March 22
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
MUDA scamSiddaramaiah and a former land owner

J Devaraju are appealing against the September 24, 2024,
order of Justice M Nagaprasanna facilitating the investiga-
tion into the MUDA land grant. A division bench of the
Karnataka High Court on Saturday adjourned to March 22
the hearing into appeals filed by Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and a former Mysuru landowner against a
single judge’s order facilitating an investigation into alleged
illegalities in the allotment of 14 MUDA housing sites to the
CM’s wife.

A bench comprising Chief Justice N V Anjaria and
Justice M I Arun adjourned the matter after the counsel for
Siddaramaiah sought time to facilitate the appearance of
senior counsel Abhishek Manu Singhvi on his
behalf.Siddaramaiah and a former land owner J Devaraju
are appealing against the September 24, 2024, order of
Justice M Nagaprasanna facilitating the investigation into
the MUDA land grant.

Earlier on December 5, the division bench had ad-
journed the appeals to January 25 by noting that they would
require a lengthy hearing. The high court, however, refused
to stay proceedings in a petition before a single judge filed
by the RTI activist Snehamayi Krishna seeking a CBI probe
against Siddaramaiah in the alleged MUDA land scam case

from 2021.The Lokayukta police is likely to give a clean
chit to the Karnataka chief minister considering the lack of
evidence of any wrongdoing in the allotment of 14 housing
sites to Siddaramaiah’s wife during the tenure of the BJP.The
14 sites — which were given by the Mysuru Urban Devel-
opment Authority (MUDA) to Siddaramaiah’s wife as com-
pensation for alleged wrongful acquisition of 3.16 acres of
land gifted by her brother — have been returned to MUDA
by the chief minister’s family following allegations of profit-
ing to the tune of Rs 56 crore in the deal.The Opposition
BJP has, meanwhile, threatened to launch a fresh protest
against Siddaramaiah if the Lokayukta police issues a clean
chit to him.

102 kg ganja worth Rs 10.24 lakh seized
from truck enroute Morbi district, 1 held

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
ganja seizure, gujarat, gujarat news,On orders from

Additional SP Vagisha Joshi of the Dhandhuka Division,
the truck and the narcotic substance were seized.

The Ahmedabad Rural Police on Friday seized 102
kg of ganja worth Rs 10.24 lakh. According to the police,
the contraband was transported from Odisha to Gujarat by
two men.The Bagodara police were conducting a vehicle
check on Friday and as a part of this drive, it stopped a
truck near the Bagodara toll tax plaza. Upon checking, they
found ganja being transported in the vehicle.On orders from
Additional SP Vagisha Joshi of the Dhandhuka Division,
the truck and the narcotic substance were seized. The po-
lice learned that the truck had left from Odisha .

Maha Kumbh tragedy
A great tragedy has cast a shadow on the Maha

Kumbh festival, the most magnificent spectacle India pre-
sents to the world every 12 years. Better crowd manage-
ment could have prevented the stampede that took place
in the Sangam area as crores of pilgrims jostled to take a
holy dip on the auspicious occasion of Mauni Amavasya
in the wee hours of Wednesday. Ensuring a safe pilgrim-
age was an enormous challenge from the outset, and it is
apparent that some lapses led to the pre-dawn melee.
Anticipating a huge congregation, the mela authorities had
issued an advisory on Tuesday, urging devotees to fol-
low safety guidelines. However, the organisers and se-
curity personnel were caught off guard when some pil-
grims climbed over the barricades at Akhara Marg.

The Uttar Pradesh Government has tried to
downplay the incident, probably with the intention of avert-
ing panic and avoiding negative publicity, even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi offered condolences to the devo-
tees who lost their family members. A thorough probe is
a must to find out how the situation spun out of control
and who all were guilty of dereliction of duty. Creating a
veil of secrecy will only fuel rumours and misinformation.
The administration did appeal to devotees to bathe at the
first ghat they reached so as to prevent overcrowding,
while emphasising that all ghats at Sangam were equally
sacred. However, this appeal should have been backed
by proactive steps to make pilgrims move ahead in a
disciplined way.The Sangam stampede should prompt
the mela organisers to review security arrangements and
do course correction. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
said that the government’s first priority is to ensure the
safety of devotees. This should be the way forward dur-
ing the remaining four weeks of the Maha Kumbh. The
spectre of death should not be allowed to mar a festival
that proudly showcases India’s spiritual grandeur.
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3 Delhi Police officers conferred
President’s Medal for Distinguished
Service, 17 for Meritorious Service

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
According to the Delhi Police, during Ali’s tenure at

DPA, around 75,000 personnel in the force, and other stake-
holders were trained in new criminal laws.According to the
Delhi Police, during Ali’s tenure at DPA, around 75,000 per-
sonnel in the force, and other stakeholders were trained in
new criminal laws. Twenty Delhi Police officers have been
awarded different categories of President’s Police medals
ahead of the 76th Republic Day, informed Union home min-
istry officials on Saturday.Of them, three officers have been
conferred with the President’s Police Medal for Distinguished
Service and 17 for Meritorious Service, they added.

Additional Commissioner of Police (2009-batch IPS)
Asif Mohammad Ali, presently posted at Delhi Police Acad-
emy (DPA), and two Assistant Commissioners of Police
(ACPs), Sanjay Dutt, presently posted with Special Cell,

and Somnath Paruthi, deployed at Police Commissioner’s
Office, have been awarded President’s Medal for Distin-
guished Service.According to the Delhi Police, during Ali’s
tenure at DPA, around 75,000 personnel in the force, and
other stakeholders were trained in new criminal laws. He
also played a key role in the introduction of online services
in the domain of licensing for various public services.

Dutt joined the force in 1989 as Sub-Inspector (Ex-
ecutive). During his tenure at Special Cell, he played a piv-
otal role in the neutralisation and arrest of several terrorists
of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen (HuM), and various gangsters, drug traffick-
ers, arms traffickers, and dreaded criminals. He was pro-
moted out of turn to the rank of Inspector in 2005 in recog-
nition of his work in connection with cases related to serial
bomb blasts in Delhi, the police said.ACP Paruthi has served
as a Station House Officer at seven police stations and also
worked at other units of the Delhi Police including Metro,
Training, Traffic, and Police headquarters. He was awarded
the Union Home Minister Medal for Excellence in Investi-
gation in 2019, and Utkrisht Seva Padak in 2020, among
others.Seventeen Delhi Police personnel – ACPs Harendra
Singh, Manoj Kumar, Kamlesh Bisht, and Adarsh Kumar
Sharma; inspectors Najma Tahira, Sheela Sharma,
Pradeep Singh, and Rahul Kumar; sub-inspectors
Bhupender Kumar, Hardwari Lal, Rakesh Kotiyal, Prabha
and Sumita; ASIs Junaid Alam, Rekha Rani and Isidore
Terkey, and head constable Shiva Ramula – have been
chosen for President’s Police Medal for Meritorious Ser-
vice.

BBMP invites DPR bids for KR Puram-
Nayandahalli tunnel and 10 elevated corridors
 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
bbmp, elevated corridor, bengaluru, bbmp dpr bids,

bengaluru news,The invitation of bids for DPR for the sec-
ond tunnel comes at a time when there is already a strong
backlash from environmentalists, urban mobility experts,
and civic groups against a proposed 18km twin tube tunnel
road. The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
has set the ball rolling and has invited bids for the prepara-
tion of a Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the proposed
second tunnel road project between KR Puram and
Nayandahalli (28 km). The second tunnel road has been
proposed even as there is already a Purple metro line along
the same stretch (Whitefield-Challaghatta via KR Puram
and Nayandahalli) connecting the east and west of
Bengaluru.

Additionally, the civic body has also invited bids for
DPR preparation of several elevated corridors, including split
flyover at the MEI junction and elevated corridors between
KR Puram and Yeshwantpur, Konanakunte Cross and
Banashankari, Ragigudda and Thalaghattapura, Old Ma-
dras Road and Madiwala, Ngawara and Bagalur, Hennur
and Bagalur, Tannery Road and Nagawara, West of Chord
Road and Nandini Layout and an additional link road to
Kempegowda International Airport (KIA).The civic agency
has invited DPR bids for the second tunnel and the elevated
corridor projects based on the final feasibility report on the
Comprehensive Bengaluru City Traffic Management Infra-
structure Plan, prepared by Altinok Consulting Engineer-
ing. The report consists of a detailed feasibility study and
proposes a 170-km network of tunnels, double-decker tun-
nels, elevated corridors and underpasses to streamline
mobility and decongest Bengaluru traffic.

The study proposes traffic management and road in-
frastructure solutions in terms of vehicular tunnel, grade
separators and road widening in selected corridors. As part
of the plan, 16 elevated corridors and two tunnels have been
proposed. The total length of elevated corridors/ double deck-
ers/ underpasses amount to 124.7km. Meanwhile, the total
length of tunnels (North-South and East-West) amount to
46km. The report estimates the road infrastructure projects
to cost Rs 54,964 crore.The invitation of bids for DPR for
the second tunnel comes at a time when there is already a
strong backlash from environmentalists, urban mobility
experts, and civic groups against the proposed 18km twin
tube tunnel road from Hebbal and Silk Board. The DPR for
the same was awarded to Rodic Consultants at a cost of

Rs 9.5 crore. The DPR drew strong criticism from a sec-
tion of society for the alleged “copy-paste” job after several
flaws and discrepancies were flagged in the report.

The final feasibility report highlights the proposal of a
double-decker tunnel with three lanes at the lower deck and
two lanes at the upper deck connecting KR Puram and
Nayandahalli.The total length of the East-West corridor of
the project is 28km. The two-deck system consists of the
upper deck connecting KR Puram to Nayandahalli circle
and lower deck connecting Nayandahalli circle to KR Puram.
The tunnel corridor also consists of an important intersec-
tion at the Lalbagh Botanical Garden where the metro line,
East-West and North South tunnel corridors converge. The
total cost for this tunnel corridor is estimated at around Rs
8,913 crore.Mobility experts and civic groups have been
arguing that the proposed tunnel roads and elevated corri-
dors are not part of original CMP (Comprehensive Mobility
Plan) report 2020 and it is imperative for the government to
focus on sustainable and public transport options rather than
big ticket road infrastructure projects.Urban mobility expert
Satya Arikutharam said, “The 4.5 crore Feasibility Report
of the BBMP is of a very poor standard. Now, based on the
unreliable Feasibility Report, the BBMP has called for a DPR
work on other corridors. Note that the Purple Line already
serves the east-west corridor and it is incredulous that the
BBMP is proposing a double-decker tunnel road on the
same corridor.”Arikutharam added, “The BBMP has gone
rogue with no accountability. Urban mobility governance in
Bengaluru is in a state of comatose as the DULT (Director-
ate of Urban Land Transport) has become completely si-
lent. I urge the Chief Minister to stop the BBMP DPR ten-
ders immediately, order DULT to publish its review of the
Feasibility Report outputs and fully establish the BMLTA.”

Jailed ex-West Bengal minister Partha
Chatterjee admitted to ICCU as health worsens

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
partha chatterjeePartha Chatterjee was arrested on

July 23, 2022, after ?21 crore in cash and jewellery worth
above ?1 crore was recovered from the Kolkata residence
of his close aide, Arpita Mukherjee. Former Education Min-
ister Partha Chatterjee, prime accused in the cash-for-job
scam in the education department, was admitted to the In-
tensive Cardiac Care Unit (ICCU) of the SSKM Medical
College and Hospital, Kolkata, on Thursday night after his
health deteriorated.A medical team has been formed to
monitor his condition and to take decision for the next course
of treatment.According to hospital sources, the former min-
ister was shifted to the ICCU of cardiology department from
the emergency observation ward following complications
in the heart functioning, which worsened.

Chatterjee, who has been in jail for almost three years,
was brought to the hospital from Presidency Correctional
Home on Monday after he experienced breathing
issues.Further, doctors have reported that there are issues
with Chatterjee’s lungs and kidney and his sodium, potas-
sium and creatinine levels are fluctuating, causing further
complications.When Chatterjee was admitted he was ad-
ministered nebuliser and then admitted to the cardiology

department and several tests were performed, hospital
sources said.It was during Chatterjee’s tenure as the state
education minister during 2014-2021 that the alleged teacher
recruitment scam took place in the SSC and the Primary
Education Board.The Supreme Court on December 13
granted conditional bail to Chatterjee, stating that he can be
released on bail on February 1, 2025 subject to his furnish-
ing bail bonds to the satisfaction of the trial court.The En-
forcement Directorate had arrested the senior Trinamool
Congress leader in July 2022 in connection with irregulari-
ties in recruitment to the West Bengal School Service Com-
mission during his tenure as the Minister of State Educa-
tion Department.

Bengaluru Palace land takeover: Karnataka
clears ordinance to withdraw TDR offer to avoid

paying Rs 3,014 crore to Mysuru royal family

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
bangalore palaceThe Karnataka government will file

an affidavit in the Supreme Court during the next hearing of
the Palace Grounds matter indicating the decision to issue
an ordinance to keep the Palace Grounds under the control
of the state which would negate the TDR compensation de-
mands.

Facing the prospects of having to pay a compensa-
tion of Rs 3,014 crore in the form of Transferable Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) to the erstwhile royal family of Mysuru
for acquiring 15 acres of land for road development from
the Bangalore Palace Grounds, the Congress government
in Karnataka has decided to introduce an ordinance to with-
draw the TDR offer for the acquisition of the Bengaluru Pal-
ace land.“The state government has decided to issue an
ordinance for the use and control of the Bangalore Palace
Grounds. The allotment of TDR for Bangalore Palace
grounds is against the state’s interest,” Law Minister H K
Patil said after a special Cabinet meeting on Friday.The
Bengaluru Palace Grounds spread over 472 acres of land
was acquired by the Karnataka government through the
passage of the Mysore Palace Transfer and Acquisition Act
of 1996 which received the assent of the President and
came into force on November 18, 1996.The state was to
pay Rs 11 crore as compensation for the land at the rate of
Rs 2.30 lakh per acre.However, the acquisition by the state
has remained in limbo since the royal family challenged va-
lidity of the acquisition law in the Supreme Court after the

Karnataka HC upheld the law on March 31, 1997.Subse-
quently, the Karnataka government acquired 15.36 acres
of the palace land for widening of the Jayamahal Road and
the Palace Road over a stretch of 2 km and a TDR com-
pensation provision was provided.

The Supreme Court, in an order dated December 10,
2024, – in a contempt plea filed by the royal family – di-
rected the Karnataka government to pay the transferable
development rights or TDR for the palace land acquired for
road widening – as per the prevailing guideline values for
the areas adjacent to the Bangalore Palace grounds.The
TDR that has to be paid to the royal family for acquisition of
15.36 acres of land or 13,91,742 sq ft of land at the prevail-
ing guidance value of Rs 2.70 lakh per sq metre would
amount to Rs 200 crore for every acre and a total of Rs
3,014 crore, the law minister said.“Even today the litigation
is pending and there is no stay and if the development work
costs Rs 3,014 crore then Karnataka will be in danger as
far as development is concerned,” Patil said.

“Once TDR is paid it cannot be regained. It would af-
fect the state’s economy. We have decided not to pay the
TDR. Since it is under litigation there are a lot of complica-
tions. The ordinance will empower us to keep control over
the land. The appropriate decision on compensation will be
taken at the right time,” the law minister said.The Karnataka
government will file an affidavit in the Supreme Court dur-
ing the next hearing of the Palace Grounds matter indicat-
ing the decision to issue an ordinance to keep the Palace
Grounds under the control of the state which would negate
the TDR compensation demands.“If Rs 3,014 crore i.e.
Rs.200 crores per acre is given for the development of only
2 km of road in the state, the economic situation of the state
will be wrecked,” Patil said. He said the ordinance would
supplement the 1996 Palace Land Acquisition
Act.“Promulgation of the ordinance empowers the state
government to use as much space as required and aban-
don the other proposals. The Minister explained that the
Ordinance would allow partial or complete withdrawal from
any infrastructure project based on any court order or any
decision.

Bangladeshi woman found
murdered near Bengaluru lake,

was residing ‘illegally’ in city
A Bangladeshi woman, who was allegedly staying in

the city without valid documents, was found murdered in
East Bengaluru, the police said Friday, adding that she may
have been sexually assaulted.The body of the victim, iden-
tified as Najma, 28, was discovered near the Kalkere Lake
in Ramamurthy Nagar in the morning with multiple
injuries.According to police sources, preliminary investiga-
tions based on her husband’s statement revealed that Najma
did not possess a valid passport or any legal documenta-
tion to reside in India. Her brother has reportedly confirmed
this claim.Najma’s husband Suman has been working as a
garbage segregator for the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP). Unlike her, Suman legally entered India with
a valid Bangladeshi passport six years ago, the police said.
The couple’s three children currently live with relatives in
Bangladesh.Employed as a domestic worker at an apart-
ment complex in Kalkere, Najma lived with her husband in
Ramakrishna Layout, Kothanur. She went missing on Thurs-
day evening after informing her husband that she was head-
ing to work.

Once voted back, AAP govt will clean, repair or
replace sewer lines across Delhi: Arvind Kejriwal

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
sewer lines, delhi sewer lines, delhi assembly elec-

tions, delhi polls,Arvind Kejriwal added that in many places
where sewer lines were already laid, the network is old and
crumbling.Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal on Sat-
urday said that if the party comes back to power, it will clean,
repair or replace, where necessary, sewer lines across the
city to address the demand that has been raised by the
residents.Leaking and overflowing sewers have been a per-
sistent problem in Delhi. Most of Delhi’s sewer network in
the authorised colonies was laid during the British rule and
is in a poor condition now. While arterial networks have been
updated in most areas, residential colonies are still suffer-
ing from poorly maintained lines.“When we first formed the
government in 2015, there were many problems that we
inherited. One of these problems was sewer lines. Delhi
has 1,792 unauthorised colonies and here there was no de-
velopment done as per the directions of the Centre and the
Supreme Court. After crossing all those hurdles, we started
working here. There were no sewer lines; it would flow in
drains and onto the roads. In 10 years, we have put in new
sewer pipelines in most colonies. We are now connecting
houses to the line,” Kejriwal said in a video address on

Saturday.He added that in many places where sewer lines
were already laid, the network is old and crumbling.“I get
complaints that sewers here are overflowing, leaking or are
jammed, and that sewage is mixing with drinking water. I
have decided that as soon as the AAP government is
formed, faulty sewers will be replaced on a war footing. Don’t
worry, if there are sewer related issues in your area, as
soon as we form the government, we will get sewers cleaned
or replaced, where necessary,” he added.

Geo-tagged digital identity helps
Kashmir’s famous chinar trees stand tall

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Facing destruction due to rapid urbanisation and infra-

structure projects, a geo-tagged digital identity on the lines
of the Aadhar card has been introduced this week to moni-
tor the health of every chinar tree standing in the Kashmir
Valley.The J&K Forest Research Institute’s (JKFRI) ‘Digi-
tal Tree Aadhar’ initiative provides a unique number for each
tree. For example, the chinar in the city centre of Lal Chowk
is CG-JK010088. Metal cards featuring barcodes provide
information, including the tree’s location, height, and
health.“Around 10,000 trees are being metal card-tagged
as of now. It will help in the management of trees, and tour-
ists will get to know how old a tree is by scanning the
barcodes,” Syed Tariq, project coordinator at the JKFRI,
said.The JKRFI began a chinar census in the Union Terri-
tory in 2021. According to data from the JKFRI, Kashmir
was home to around 40,000 chinar trees but the numbers
are falling steadily. The widening of highways has also taken
a toll on many chinar trees.

“The aim of the JKFRI is to establish a detailed data-
base of chinar trees using the Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS)-based, quick response (QR) code-enabled sur-
veys,” Mr. Tariq said Around 28,560 chinar trees have been
geo-tagged across the region, with fresh plantations cov-
ered in recent years.Chinars grow in Jammu’s Chenab
Valley, and in the Pir Panjal Valley. They too will be cov-
ered under the digital initiative.Ganderbal district has the
highest number of chinar trees, including the world’s third-
largest chinar, with a girth of 74 feet. “We will record the top
20 chinars of Kashmir, with girth between 60 ft. to 74 ft.,”
Dr. Tariq said.“We plan to create a chinar atlas of J&K. We
treat them as collective heritage. This initiative will help cre-
ate digital data,” he added.

The JKRFI said chinars protect biodiversity as they
are a favourite with avian species, especially crows and
kites in Kashmir. They also absorb carbon.Kashmir is home

to multiple chinar groves. Geotagging has rescued the trees
from illegal felling.The ‘majestic chinar’ or Platanus orientalis
(oriental plane) grows to a height of 30 metres with a girth of
10 to 15 metres at the ground level. The tree features promi-
nently in Kashmiri folklore, literature, politics, religious prac-
tices, and even romance.

Locally known as buen, Islamic preachers who trav-
elled to Kashmir four centuries ago from Central Asia and
Persia introduced the oriental plane to the region. The 700-
year-old tree that rises to 14.78 metres and was planted by
Sufi saint Syed Qasim Shah in Chattergam in central
Kashmir’s Budgam district is the oldest among them.In the
16th century, Mughal rulers planted chinar trees in the fabled
Naseem Bagh, Nishat Bagh, Shalimar garden and Harwan
in Srinagar. Several Bollywood blockbusters have been
filmed with chinar trees as the backdrop. The tree is re-
vered by both Muslims and Hindus, with shrines and temples
sheltering it. From the Hazratbal shrine to the Kheer Bhawani
temple, chinar trees are an intrinsic part of the setting of
these religious places. With ‘Digital Tree Aadhar’, majestic
chinar trees can now safely stand taller and longer in Kash-
mir.

Missing Hyderabad trader found
dead in Khammam chilli field

Khammam: A Hyderabad trader, who had gone miss-
ing on January 19, was found dead in an agriculture field by
the side of the Khammam-Suryapet highway in the
district.Bollu Ramesh (52) of Vikrampuri, Secunderabad,
reportedly went to office on January 18 but did not return
home. Both his mobile phones were also switched off. His
wife Natti Janani, who called their relatives and friends to
know where her husband was, could not get any informa-
tion and lodged a complaint with the Karkhana police the
next day.The police registered a missing persons case and
started investigating. Based on Ramesh’s call data, the
police began efforts to trace his location. It was said that for
the last couple of days, the police were searching areas
alongside the highway as per the call data.On Friday, they
took a suspect, Sajid, one of Ramesh’s acquaintances, into
custody. The suspect confessed to the police that he and
two others killed Ramesh and hid the body in a chilli field
along the highway.
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Year after falling in love, Guwahati
old age home inmates tie the knot

Time to seize the promise
of the U.S.-India nuclear deal

A surge in radical governments,
the hope of democracy

Need to tackle social
media pollution: CEC

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Observing that social media platforms were not block-

ing or labelling easily detectable fakes, Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar on Friday (January 24, 2025)
said that there was a need for Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) to curb “social media pollution” just like in case
of air pollution.

“The entire social media space is polluted. If we have
environmental pollution outside, equally serious social me-
dia pollution we have inside. It needs anti-pollution mea-
sures,” Mr. Kumar said in his valedictory address at an in-
ternational conference of Election Management Bodies
(EBM) of 13 countries which also adopted a resolution the
“Delhi Declaration 2025” reflecting collective commitment
to uphold principles of free, fair, and inclusive elections.The
CEC said that business interest appears to be at work here
(social media). It is like first spreading the disease and then
selling medicines. The casualty is a fair election process
and purity of democracy.

Asserting that social media companies need to intro-
spect before it is “too late”, Mr. Kumar said: “Let the social
media platforms, which have been instrumental in provid-
ing a critical space for free expression, especially to voices
not heard, not be clouded by the shadows of fake, unveri-
fied and misleading narratives, disruptive by design”.He said
that social media algorithms are designed in a way that re-
peatedly presents content aligned with existing views, rein-
forcing a perspective without exposing the person to the
other side of the argument. Algorithms can certainly pre-
vent do that especially in case of detectable fakes.“It is not
enough to leave it to fact checkers to detect it. It is like al-
lowing easily detectable fake to pass through and then leave
it to organisations at receiving end, like the EMBs, to en-
gage fact checkers and rescue themselves and the elec-
toral process”, Mr. Kumar said.The participating EMBs ex-
pressed shared concern over false narratives and misin-
formation on social media and resolved to form a working
group to tackle it collectively.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Family responsibilities prevented Jayaprabha Bora, 65,

from getting married after she stepped into adulthood while
71-year-old Padmeswar Goala vowed to be single when
the girl he dated more than five decades ago walked out of
his life.As senior citizens, the two ended up at the Pramod
Talukdar Memorial Old Age Home in Guwahati’s Beltola
area. Cupid struck when Mr. Goala sang a medley of Bihu
and Hindi film songs at an in-house event in March 2024.Ms.
Bora found herself attracted to Mr. Goala’s voice and the
two eventually discovered they liked each other’s company.
A few days ago, they decided to be united for life.

“When word spread that the two wanted to get mar-
ried, people donated in cash and kind. The crowdfunding
helped us prepare for the traditional wedding,” Utpal
Harshavardhan, the secretary of the old age home,
said.“About 4,000 guests turned up for the marriage. Each
was treated to a sumptuous meal,” he said.Ms. Bora was
shifted to Matri Niwas (Mothers’ Home) in the city’s
Mathgharia area a few days before her marriage. Also a
home for the elderly, Matri Niwas is about 8 km from the
Beltola home — both run by Monalisha Society, an NGO.A
group of women helped Ms. Bora get ready for the wed-
ding. She sported a mekhela sador while Mr. Goala arrived
in dhoti kurta. The ritualistic marriage took more than an
hour to be completed.The groom, from Bokakhat in east-
ern Assam’s Golaghat district, spent much of his life work-
ing as a domestic help. The bride moved to the Beltola home
from Tezpur in north-central Assam’s Sonitpur district in
January 2024 after her two brothers died.

“It is difficult to explain how we fell in love with each
other. I call him Babu and he calls me Jaan (love of one’s
life). Nothing else matters,” Ms. Bora said.Mr.
Harshavardhan said a room has been provided for the
couple at the old age home to spend the rest of their lives
together.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Sixteen years ago, this writer and other organisers of

the Coalition for Partnership with India rejoiced at the final
approval of the United States-India civil nuclear deal through
the U.S. Congress. The long struggle for passage of the
necessary U.S. legislation began in 2005, and it was only in
late 2008 that the Coalition succeeded in working with the
George W. Bush administration and U.S. Congressional
leaders to make the deal legal under U.S. law.The Coalition
for Partnership with India was a loose association of busi-
nesses, Indian-Americans, and academics that supported
U.S. approval of the deal in the face of fierce opposition that
stipulated that the deal would promote the proliferation of
nuclear weapons. As a consultant to the U.S.-India Busi-
ness Council, this writer was privileged to recruit and act
as a liaison among Coalition components, plan strategy,
and advocate before the Congress.

A game-changing deal
The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal was a watershed

moment and opened a whole new era in defence and stra-
tegic cooperation for the two democracies that had become
estranged during the Cold War. Without the trust engen-
dered by the willingness to cooperate in dealing with the
most powerful and potentially most destructive technology
ever seen, the present level of U.S.-India interaction on de-
fence purchases and manufacturing, military exercises,
technology transfer, intelligence sharing, and crisis man-
agement would never have occurred.

And yet, the energy and commercial promises of the
U.S.-India deal have never been fulfilled. Those of us who
supported and advocated for the deal envisaged the aug-
mentation of the Indian civil nuclear sector with many plants
being built using U.S. equipment, technology, and allied
services. Employment would be created both in the U.S.
and India. More electricity would be generated by plants to
fuel Indian industry and benefit the average Indian. This
energy would not generate greenhouse gases and help
wean India away from an over-reliance on climate chang-
ing, and often toxic, fossil fuels. Even though U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama announced in 2016 that Westinghouse
would build six new nuclear plants in India, this has not hap-
pened yet.

Jake Sullivan, in his last trip to India as U.S. President
Joe Biden’s National Security Adviser, announced, “… the
United States is now finalizing the necessary steps to re-
move long-standing regulations that have prevented civil
nuclear cooperation between India’s leading nuclear enti-
ties and U.S. companies.” Will this development be the
mechanism that breaks the logjam that has prevented the
U.S.-India deal from fulfilling its true potential? If only it were
so simple.At the conclusion of the civil nuclear deal in 2008,
there were approximately 200 Indian entities on the so-called
“Entity List” kept by the U.S. Department of Commerce. In
general terms, U.S. companies are prohibited from doing
business with companies on this list unless a special li-
cence is granted. In practice, such licences are seldom
granted. After the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal, all but a hand-
ful of Indian companies dealing with nuclear matters were
removed from the list. This was one of the benefits of the
deal. Among those remaining, were those that were mainly
involved in research and development and thought to in-
volve the risk of nuclear technology leakage into military
uses and other security issues, including leakage to Rus-
sia and other adversaries of the U.S. Mr. Sullivan, in his
speech in New Delhi, made oblique reference to this con-
cern when he said, “As we see more and more new tech-
nologies diverted to unfriendly actors, the United States and
India will also need to ensure that valuable dual-use tech-
nologies don’t fall into the wrong hands. This means align-
ing our export control systems....”Apparently, the Biden
Administration decided that the few remaining Indian nuclear
entities on the U.S. Entity list no longer present the kind of
security concerns that landed them on that list in the first
place. This is all well and good and can be considered
progress, although it remains to be seen whether the secu-
rity and foreign policy agencies under Mr. Trump will agree
with that assessment. However, this is not the heart of the
problem preventing the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal from
reaching its full potential.The liability risk issue

In 2010, India enacted the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act. This Act was fuelled in Parliament by those
who had lost the attempt to block the deal and their anti-
foreigner rhetoric, including invocation of the infamous
Bhopal/Union Carbide tragedy. The result was India depart-
ing from international civil nuclear liability norms and plac-
ing major liability obligations not on the operators of a civil
nuclear facility but on the suppliers. Neither of the major
U.S. suppliers — GE and Westinghouse — was willing to
assume these liability risks, and neither the U.S. nor India
was willing at that time to step in to ameliorate these liability
concerns.

The Indian Government did attempt later to provide
some relief from liability risks in conjunction with the re-
sumption of Russian participation in the Indian civil nuclear
expansion. Through India’s public sector General Insurance
Corporation, and four other government companies, a 20-
year insurance premium would be charged to cover the
supplier’s liability for an accident. The Russians accepted
this risk amelioration in large part because their overseas

civil nuclear entities are government owned, will have a
defence of sovereign immunity, and in any case will be pro-
tected by the Russian government from liability that might
otherwise put them out of business. And the Russians saw
their increased participation in Indian civil nuclear develop-
ment as bearing significant geopolitical dividends. The Rus-
sians are now moving forward with India on civil nuclear
expansion. The U.S. companies have been unwilling so far
to accept this insurance amelioration. Thus, the Trump ad-
ministration will have to find means to cut the Gordian knot
of liability before there will be significant U.S. company in-
volvement in Indian civil nuclear expansion.

Hurdles such as technology, consumer costs

There are other significant barriers to the full involve-
ment of U.S. companies in Indian civil nuclear expansion
that have arisen since the 2008 conclusion of the U.S.-In-
dia civil nuclear deal. Civil nuclear technology has evolved
rapidly. For U.S. companies to be fully involved, they must
show that they can offer the latest technology. Most impor-
tantly, this technology and its implementing equipment must
be offered at a reasonable price that will not increase elec-
tricity costs to the Indian consumer. Indian civil nuclear of-
ficials are acutely aware of the disastrous cost overruns
that have doomed the latest civil nuclear facilities in the U.S.
and left ratepayers to shoulder unwelcome costs without
improvements in either quantity or quality of services.

All these challenges limit the full fruition of the U.S.-
India civil nuclear deal. But they cannot be met by U.S. com-
panies acting alone. The Trump administration can work
with Indian and U.S. nuclear companies not just on regula-
tory issues but also those involving liability, technology, and
cost as well. The hour is late, but the benefits to seizing the
full promise of the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal will be
tremendous.Raymond E. Vickery, Jr. is a Senior Associ-
ate (Non-resident) at the Chair on India and Emerging Asia
Economics, Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), Washington, DC. He also worked with the Coali-
tion for Partnership with India on the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear
Initiative. He previously served as Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Trade Development, where he launched the
U.S.-India Commercial Alliance.

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
One thing seems fairly certain now. If an Islamic radi-

cal group were to seize power by force, then the world will
be willing to legitimise it and forgive its past deeds. But till
the time such a group does not capture power, it will either
be fought tooth and nail and/or treated like an enemy.We
had Afghanistan in 2021. We now have Syria in 2024.When
the Taliban captured power on August 15, 2021, 13 mem-
bers of the United States troops were killed in an Islamic
State (IS) suicide attack, and $7.1 billion worth of U.S.
weaponry was left behind in Afghanistan. However, the U.S.
and the West as well as China and Russia bent backwards
to work with the Taliban. The West justified this by saying
that this would wean the Taliban away from supporting ter-
rorism and help in the protection of women’s and minori-
ties’ rights. They talked about “inclusive government” but
democracy was not uppermost in their minds. The then
UN Special Representative to Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons,
even told the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) that
the Taliban was ‘misunderstood’.

Treated with kid glovesThe ultimate irony was how
“karma” had come full circle. In the days preceding the
Taliban’s capture of Afghanistan, the “Troika Plus”, of the
U.S., China and Russia with Pakistan, had tried to coordi-
nate their efforts in Afghanistan to keep India completely
out and ignore our vital interests. In the UNSC, even an
innocuous reference to the Heart of Asia Conference on
Afghanistan was deleted from the draft statement because
India was one of the countries attending it.But when the
events of August 2021 unfolded, India was the president of
UNSC that month. Any text or resolution required India’s
concurrence. When UNSC Resolution 2593, after the
Taliban takeover, was passed on August 30, India left its
imprint particularly in the paragraph relating to Afghan soil
not being used for terrorist activities. The express refer-
ence to terrorists and terrorist organisations in the UNSC
Resolution 1267 sanctions list was inserted at India’s be-
hest, where it coordinated closely with the U.S. side. This
was necessary to remove any ambiguity about Pakistani
terrorist organisations associated with the ISIL (Daesh) and
al-Qaeda, including the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-
Mohammed — listed in 1267 — from using Afghan soil to
launch terrorist attacks on India.

In December 2021, the UNSC allowed the Taliban to
get donor money directly into its coffers. With no political
will among the P-5 or the West to demand accountability
for implementing UNSCR 2593, the Taliban soon denied
girls school education, imposed restrictions on women, and
stopped all moves for an inclusive government. Now, the
world looks the other way.

Now, Syria and BangladeshAnd now Syria in 2024.
We have just witnessed a radical Islamic leader Abu
Muhammad al-Jolani or Ahmed al-Shaara of the Hay’at
Tahrir Al-Sham (HTS) seize power, culminating in the top-
pling of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Al-Jolani was
earlier leader of the al Qaeda in the region, with links to
international terror groups. His radical outfit, the HTS, which
was earlier an al Qaeda wing in Syria called the Jabhat al-
Nusra, still features in the U.S. State Department list of
terror groups. Mirroring what they did with the Taliban, the
U.S. and the West have lined up behind the HTS and its
leader. The first move of the U.S. was to remove the bounty
of $10 million on al-Jolani’s head for his capture. Capturing
power can help evade capture also.

This is wonderful news for Islamic terrorists and ex-
tremist groups gaining ground, especially in Africa such

as in Mali, and adopting IS and al Qaeda techniques to topple
governments. But the world is preoccupied with Ukraine
and West Asia. Now, India has a situation brewing closer to
home, in Bangladesh.Even if the collapse of the elected
government in Bangladesh has been largely due to an au-
tocratic government stifling democratic forces and losing
the plot, under the guise of supporting regime change, the
U.S. clearly downplayed the interests of its “strategic” part-
ner India. It is propping up the interim military-led govern-
ment of Muhammad Yunus, which is seen as tolerating,
even encouraging, Islamic radical groups in Bangladesh and
is a threat to its minorities. The last thing India needs is the
revival of Islamic radicalism in Bangladesh, where the last
16 years have seen the two countries and its peoples come
closer in a variety of ways for mutual benefit.

When Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League came to
power in 2008, it was seen as free and fair elections with a
cleaned-up electoral list and the Bangladesh Army staying
on the sidelines. The people overwhelmingly rejected the
violent past of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of
Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners such as the
Jamaat-e-Islami. Just when one thought that the Jamaat-
e-Islami stood discredited for siding with Pakistan in the
1971 war and rejected by the people of Bangladesh for caus-
ing mayhem and disrupting lives, the popular student pro-
tests of 2024 and the ensuing military coup have given them
a fresh lease of life.

While there is no doubt that the Ansarullah Bangla
Team (ABT) — affiliated to the Al Qaeda in the Indian Sub-
continent (AQIS), the Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing,
the Islami Chhatra Shibir, the Hefazat-e-Islam, the Jagrata
Muslim Janata Bangladesh (JMJB) and the Islamic State-
Khorasan Province (ISKP) have taken advantage of the
situation, it is not as if the people of Bangladesh have em-
braced them wholeheartedly. Consequently, these radical
groups have tried to shore up support for their extremist
ideologies by attacking the minority communities, forcing
the interim government to release Islamic extremists from
prison (such as like Jashimuddin Rahmani, head of the
ABT), and adopting shrill anti-India rhetoric, conflating the
dismantling of Sheikh Hasina’s legacy with attacks on In-
dia. India should be careful not to fall into this trap.

Religious hate has been on the rise around the world.
It was when this writer was India’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN that India brought up, for the first time, in
2021-2022, the rise of religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions, including against Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists.
India condemned all forms of religious hate, whether in the
U.S. and the West or in Bangladesh and the neighbourhood.
While India may have taken its eye off the ball when it came
to the Sheikh Hasina government, it cannot ignore Islamic
extremism again rearing its head in Bangladesh and pos-
ing renewed danger to India’s national security — some-
thing which New Delhi successfully prevented over the last
16 years.The larger picture

However, for both sides to view the unfolding events
purely through a religious lens — be it an Islamic lens or
Hindu lens — would be a mistake. This has been counter-
productive before and will be so now. In fact, Islamic radi-
cals are baiting India, and, unfortunately, so are the officials
who have been appointed as advisers to Mr. Yunus, pre-
cisely to polarise forces within their own country. On the
other hand, India has the larger perspective in mind to pro-
tect its bilateral relations from damage. It has reiterated its
readiness to do business with the interim government. In-
dia has removed most irritants in its bilateral relations in the
last two decades, except maybe for the sharing of Teesta
river waters. What is forgotten is that when Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) revolted in February 2009, just after the first
clean elections of Bangladesh in December 2008, it was
India which gave its rock solid support to the newly-elected
government and helped save democracy.It is in
Bangladesh’s own interest that this military coup does not
translate into an Islamic coup and goes the way of Syria or
Afghanistan. The silver lining is that, having tasted the power
of democracy in 2008, and now in 2024, it will be difficult to
put the clock back.

The Vengaivayal case: Explained
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
The story so far: In a revolting incident that sent shock

waves across Tamil Nadu, human faeces was found
dumped in an overhead tank that supplied drinking water to
the 20-odd Scheduled Caste (SC) families at Vengaivayal
village in Pudukottai district on December 26, 2022. Soon,
the State government transferred the case to its premier
investigation agency, the Crime Branch-Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CB-CID).

A couple of public interest litigations were filed before
the Madras High Court seeking the transfer of the case to
the CBI and the court had appointed a one-man commis-
sion headed by a retired High Court Judge to probe the inci-
dent. On January 24, 2025, the CB-CID informed the court
that it has cracked the case and a “final report” has been
filed before the Special Court against three persons, all be-
longing to Scheduled Castes, on January 20, 2025.

How the crime came to light?
Some village youngsters found the faeces floating in

the tank when they checked it suspecting water contami-
nation after some of the residents of Vengaivayal, including
children fell ill around Christmas in 2022.The then Pudukottai
Collector Kavitha Ramu, who visited the village a day after
the incident came to light, found the prevalence of the ‘two-
tumbler’ system with separate glass tumblers being used
to serve tea to Dalits.She also led a group of Dalits into the
Sri Ayyanar temple, where they had been worshipping the
deity only from outside, at the adjacent hamlet of Eraiyur,
dominated by intermediate caste residents.

What was the state response?
Based on a complaint from the parent of an affected

child, a case was booked at the Vellanur Police Station un-
der Sections 3 (1) (b) and 3 (1) (x) and 3 (2) (va) of The SC
and ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 and IPC Sec-
tions 277 (fouling water of public spring or reservoir) and
328 (causing hurt by means of poison with intent to commit
an offence) and formed multiple teams to probe the case.
But as weeks passed by, activists and political parties, es-
pecially the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi and the Left par-
ties, grew restive over the delay in arresting the perpetra-
tors of the crime.Chief Minister M.K.Stalin promised in the
Assembly that the government will act firmly against those
indulging in such demeaning acts. Considering the sensi-
tiveness of the case, the investigation was transferred to
the CB-CID.

How was the probe conducted?
In the absence of eyewitnesses to the crime or sur-

veillance cameras in the hamlet, the investigators have had

to largely depend on circumstantial evidence and scientific
corroboration.The agency had sought to conduct DNA tests,
with the approval of the Special Court for Exclusive Trial of
Cases under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, on
suspects from both communities in an attempt to try and
match them with samples of faecal matter found in the wa-
ter tank.It sought to conduct polygraph test on some per-
sons, including some Dalits, as part of the investigation.
However, the court rejected the request to conduct the tests
on 10 persons who had objected to it.Meanwhile, in Sep-
tember 2023, the HC said that the one-man commission
headed by retired HC Judge Justice M.Sathyanarayanan,
appointed by it, had in an interim report highlighted tardy
progress in the investigation by the CB-CID. The Director
of National Commission for Scheduled Castes
S.Ravivaraman also conducted a spot inquiry in February
2024.

What is the outcome of CB-CID probe?
The status report filed by the investigation officer be-

fore the HC on January 24 identified J.Muraliraja, a Police
Constable, B.Sudharshan and K.Muthukrishnan, all from
Vengaivayal, as the accused in the case. According to the
CB-CID, the Muthukadu Village Panchayat president
Padma Muthaiah had terminated Shanmugam, the tank
operator, but Vengaivayal residents wanted him to continue.
Dissatisfaction over the maintenance of the overhead tank
among Vengaivayal villagers had led to a dispute between
Jeevanantham, father of Muraliraja, and Muthaiya, husband
of Padma, during a Gram Sabha meeting held two months
prior to the incident.In an act of revenge against Muthaiya,
Muraliraja had falsely claimed that the water from the tank
was turbid and emanated bad odour and along with two vil-
lagers, Muthkrishnan and Sudharshan, had climbed up the
water tank and committed the offence, it was alleged.The
CB-CID said 397 witnesses were examined in the case
and 196 mobile phone numbers and 87 (mobile phone) tower
data were analysed as part of the investigation.
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Hamas hands over four Israeli
women hostages to Red Cross in Gaza

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Hamas militants handed over four Israeli women hos-

tages to the Red Cross in a Saturday (January 25, 2025)
swap after parading them on a stage at a square in Gaza,
an AFP journalist reported.The four, all Israeli soldiers
dressed in military fatigues, had been held captive in the
Palestinian territory since Hamas seized them during their
attack on Israel on October 7, 2023.Palestinian militant
group Hamas on Friday (January 24, 2025) announced the
names of four Israeli women soldiers to be released in ex-
change for Palestinian prisoners in the second swap under
the ceasefire deal. Hamas has said to release Karina Ariev,
Daniella Gilboa, Naama Levy and Liri Albag

Israel on return of Palestinians to northern GazaIsrael
says it will not allow Palestinians to return to northern Gaza
until Arbel Yehoud, one of the dozens of hostages held by
Hamas, is released.Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said Yehoud was supposed to have been released
Saturday as part of the Gaza ceasefire agreement.Hamas
had earlier released four female Israeli soldiersThe ex-
change follows the release on the ceasefire's first day last
Sunday of three Israeli women and 90 Palestinian prison-
ers, the first such exchange for more than a year.In the six-
week first phase of the Gaza ceasefire, Israel has agreed
to release 50 Palestinian prisoners for every female soldier
released, officials have said. That suggests that 200 Pales-

tinian prisoners would be released in return for the
four.Phased ceasefireThe ceasefire agreement, worked out
after months of on-off negotiations brokered by Qatar and
Egypt and backed by the United States, halted the fighting
for the first time since a truce that lasted just a week in Nov.
2023.

In the first phase, Hamas has agreed to release 33
hostages in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian prison-
ers held in Israeli jails.In a subsequent phase, the two sides
would negotiate the exchange of the remaining hostages
and the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza, which lies
largely in ruins after 15 months of fighting and Israeli bom-
bardment.

U.S.' China policy to put
America first: Rubio tells Wang Yi

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
The Trump administration will pursue a relationship with

China that advances U.S. interests and puts the American
people first, Secretary of State Marco Rubio told his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang Yi.Mr. Rubio on Friday (January
25, 2024) spoke today with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang,
the first call between the two diplomats since President
Donald Trump’s administration took office on January 20.
"Secretary Rubio emphasised that the Trump administra-
tion will pursue a US-PRC (People's Republic of China)
relationship that advances US interests and puts the Ameri-
can people first," said the State Department Spokesperson
Tammy Bruce.

“The Secretary also stressed the United States’ com-
mitment to our allies in the region and serious concern over
China’s coercive actions against Taiwan and in the South
China Sea,” Ms. Bruce said.China claims most of the South
China Sea. Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and
Taiwan have counter claims.  Rubio also discussed other
issues of bilateral, regional, and global importance with Mr.
Wang.In the first year of Trump's first term, the U.S.-China
ties deteriorated amid a trade war that unleashed a series
of tit-for-tat tariffs.Meanwhile, Congressman John
Moolenaar,  Chairman of the House Select Committee on
the Chinese Communist Party and Congressman Tom
Suozzi introduced the Restoring Trade Fairness Act, the
first bipartisan bill that would revoke China’s Permanent
Normal Trade Relations (PNTR).A companion bill has been
introduced in the Senate by Senators Tom Cotton and Jim
Banks.This comes following President Trump's new execu-
tive order, directing the Secretary of Commerce and the
United States Trade Representative to assess legislative
proposals regarding Permanent Normal Trade Relations
with China.In 2000, as China prepared to enter the World
Trade Organisation, Congress voted to extend PNTR sta-
tus to the People’s Republic of China (PRC), hoping the
Chinese Communist Party would liberalise and adopt fair

trading practices.In another development, Senator Ted Cruz
introduced the Protecting Military Installations and Ranges
Act to protect Department of Defence installations and train-
ing areas from American adversaries.

The bill restricts the purchase of certain property by a
foreign person acting for or on behalf of Russia, China, Iran,
or North Korea.“Foreign adversaries are exploiting loopholes
to acquire land near our military bases and training routes,
jeopardising the safety of our troops and the integrity of our
operations,” Cruz said.Congressman Dan Meuser has re-
introduced the China Exchange Rate Transparency Act,
legislation aimed at addressing China's opaque and ma-
nipulative currency practices that undermine fair trade and
global economic stability.“China’s long-standing disregard
for financial transparency and its manipulation of foreign ex-
change markets have tilted the playing field against US busi-
nesses and disrupted global economic norms,” said
Meuser.“This legislation demands accountability and insists
on adherence to international standards of transparency and
fairness,” he added.The China Exchange Rate Transpar-
ency Act (CERT Act) directs the United States Executive
Director at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to advo-
cate for enhanced transparency in China's exchange rate
arrangements.

China and U.S. partners are moving closer
as Trump returns to the White House

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
China's relations with Japan, India and other countries

are improving as former U.S. President Joe Biden courted,
just as Donald Trump brings his more unilateralist approach
back to the White House.The change of leadership in Wash-
ington on Monday could be an opportunity for China, which
has long railed against Biden's strategy of building partner-
ships with “like-minded countries” to counter its growing in-
fluence.

Mr. Biden reinvigorated a grouping known as the Quad
— the United States, India, Japan and Australia. China's
relations with all three of those U.S. partners are improving,
as are its ties with Britain. The durability of Biden’s legacy
is now in question. During his first term, Mr. Trump didn’t
hesitate to challenge traditional U.S. partners.“It is possible
that Trump may drift away from U.S. allies, making them
pay more attention to China’s role, and in fact it has pro-
vided a chance for China’s diplomacy,” said Wu Xinbo, dean
of the Institute of International Studies at Fudan University
in Shanghai. “I think we should grasp the chance.”

But U.S. National Security Council spokesperson Brian
Hughes said that Trump “has a record of rallying the world
toward a more competitive stance with China.” Trump
agreed to a Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy that Ja-
pan introduced during his first term and he backed exclud-
ing Chinese companies from telecom networks in the U.S.
and many of its partners.On Tuesday, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio — hours after he was sworn in — met with
the Foreign Ministers of Australia, India and Japan in Wash-
ington, a move that suggested engaging the Quad coun-
tries and countering China’s influence will remain a priority
for Trump.Beijing's rapprochement with the U.K. and Ja-
pan is in its early stages, and major differences remain that
limit and could derail it.India turned the page with China on
a bitter border dispute last October but protested when Beijing
created two new counties in an area claimed by both
nations.Still, new leaders in Australia, the U.K. and Japan
have shown a desire to warm relations with China, the
world's largest manufacturer and a source of strategic min-
erals. The government in Beijing has reciprocated in part
because it wants foreign investment to help revive its
economy, which could be set back if Trump follows through
on a threat to impose higher tariffs.Chinese President Xi
Jinping told European Council President Antonio Costa in a
phone conversation last week that both sides could bring
more “stability and certainty” to the turbulent global situa-
tion. China and Britain restarted economic and financial talks
after a six-year hiatus when the U.K. Treasury chief visited
Beijing this month.

“From China’s point of view, improving relations with
American allies and increasing economic cooperation will
offset the shock to China-U.S. economic relations,” Wu
said.In Washington, there’s a strong bipartisan consensus
that the U.S. must prevail in its economic and tech rivalry
with China to maintain its global leadership.During his con-
firmation hearing, Rubio called China “the most potent and
dangerous near-peer adversary this nation has ever con-
fronted.” Biden kept the tariffs Trump levied on China and
imposed more on Chinese electric cars and solar cells.

But unlike Biden, Trump has irked U.S. allies and part-
ners with his recent remarks on possibly annexing
Greenland, an autonomous territory of NATO ally Denmark,
and making Canada the 51st American state.Hal Brands,

senior fellow at the Washington-based think tank American
Enterprise Institute, said he believes some top strategists
in Beijing are “salivating at the damage they think Trump is
going to do to U.S. alliances and the opportunities this cre-
ates for Beijing to resurrect some of its relationships with ...
Japan and Europe that had moved in a very sharply anti-
China direction since COVID.”Trump's rhetoric and attempts
by adviser Elon Musk to interfere in British and German
politics, “are certain to have a ripple effect,” said Sun Yun,
director of the China program at the Stimson Center in
Washington.“Countries want to at the minimum keep their
options open," she said. “China is unlikely to be a better
choice than the U.S., even under Trump, but it is important
to find some counterbalance.”

China’s relations aren’t improving with every U.S.
partner.The Philippines complained recently about what it
called a “monster” Chinese coast guard ship in nearby wa-
ters, and the foreign ministers of Japan and the Philippines
said last week they would convey to Trump the urgent need
for the U.S. to remain engaged in the region.China and the
Philippines did reach a temporary deal last July that has
prevented further violent confrontations around Second
Thomas Shoal, one of several outcroppings that both coun-
tries claim in the South China Sea.Uncertainty about
Trump's policies is prompting both China and Japan to seek
a stable relationship, said Taizo Miyagi, an expert on Japa-
nese diplomacy at Chuo University in Tokyo.A Japanese
foreign minister has visited Beijing for the first time in seven
years, and Chinese military officials were in Tokyo last week
to resume defense exchanges after a five-year hiatus.“In a
way it is a Trump effect,” Miyagi said. “Many other coun-
tries are likely thinking the same and this could invigorate
their diplomatic activities.”British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has sought to rebuild ties with Beijing since his
Labour Party’s election victory last summer. It's a marked
shift from predecessor Rishi Sunak, who in 2022 declared
an end to his country's “golden era” of friendship with
China.In Britain's case, Trump's return may not be driving
the rapprochement.Many European leaders may not wel-
come Trump's America-first agenda, "but the idea that as a
result they will all kowtow to Beijing for more trade is fanci-
ful thinking on the part of some of our Chinese friends,” said
Steve Tsang, director of the SOAS China Institute at the
University of London.Most would prefer to remain partners
with Washington. French President Emmanuel Macron,
outlining his vision for global diplomacy in a New Year’s
speech, declared that his country was “a solid ally” of
Trump.He and others hope that Trump will respond posi-
tively to their outreach. Much will depend on what path the
returning U.S. president takes, and how the rest of the world
reacts.

China tells Rubio to behave
himself in veiled warning

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
China's veteran foreign minister has issued a veiled

warning to America's new secretary of state: Behave
yourself.Foreign Minister Wang Yi conveyed the message
in a phone call on Friday (January 24, 2025), their first con-
versation since Marco Rubio's confirmation as President
Donald Trump's top diplomat four days earlier.“I hope you
will act accordingly,” Mr. Wang told Rubio, according to a
Foreign Ministry statement, employing a Chinese phrase
typically used by a teacher or a boss warning a student or
employee to behave and be responsible for their actions.The
short phrase seemed aimed at Rubio's vocal criticism of
China and its human rights record when he was a U.S. sena-
tor, which prompted the Chinese government to put sanc-
tions on him twice in 2020.It can be translated in various
ways — in the past, the Foreign Ministry has used “make
the right choice” and “be very prudent about what they say
or do” rather than “act accordingly.”

The vagueness allows the phrase to express an ex-
pectation and deliver a veiled warning, while also maintain-
ing the courtesy necessary for further diplomatic engage-
ment, said Zichen Wang, a research fellow at the Center
for China and Globalization, a Chinese think tank.“What could
appear to be confusing is thus an intended effect originating
from Chinese traditional wisdom and classic practice of
speech,” said Wang, who is currently in a mid-career
master's program at Princeton University.China’s sanctions
on Rubio in pastMr. Rubio, during his confirmation hearing,
cited the importance of referring to the original Chinese to
understand the words of China's leader Xi Jinping.

“Don’t read the English translation that they put out
because the English translation is never right,” he said.A
U.S. statement on the phone call didn't mention the phrase.
It said Rubio told Wang that the Trump administration would
advance U.S. interests in its relationship with China and
expressed “serious concern over China’s coercive actions
against Taiwan and in the South China Sea.”Mr. Wang was
foreign minister in 2020 when China slapped sanctions on
Rubio in July and August, first in response to U.S. sanc-
tions on Chinese officials for a crackdown on the Uyghur
minority in the Xinjiang region and then over what it regarded
as outside interference in Hong Kong.The sanctions include
a ban on travel to China, and while the Chinese govern-
ment has indicated it will engage with Rubio as secretary of
state, it has not explicitly said whether it would allow him to
visit the country for talks.

U.S. interest over ChinaMarco Rubio told previously
that the Trump administration will pursue a relationship with
China that advances U.S. interests and puts the American
people first.Mr. Rubio on Friday (January 25, 2024) spoke
today with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang, the first call
between the two diplomats since President Donald Trump’s
administration took office on January 20. "Secretary Rubio

emphasised that the Trump administration will pursue a US-
PRC (People's Republic of China) relationship that ad-
vances US interests and puts the American people first,"
said the State Department Spokesperson Tammy Bruce.

Rubio chooses Central America for first
trip amid Panama Canal pressure

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Marco Rubio will pay his first trip as U.S. secretary of

state to Central American nations including Panama, where
President Donald Trump has threatened to seize the
Panama Canal, a spokeswoman said Thursday (January
23, 2025).Mr. Rubio, who is the first Hispanic and first flu-
ent Spanish speaker to serve as the top U.S. diplomat, has
vowed to put a top priority on Mr. Trump’s goal of curbing
migration from Central American nations.State Department
spokeswoman Tammy Bruce said Mr. Rubio would travel
starting late next week to Panama as well as Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic.

“It’s about making sure that if we’re going to be safe
and prosperous and in good shape, we’ve got to have an
interest in our neighbors — and in today’s world, it’s cer-
tainly South and Central America,” Mr. Bruce said."There's
a reason why this is the first trip. It signals how seriously he
takes it," she said.Mr. Bruce did not describe the details of
any expected conversations on the Panama Canal. Mr.
Trump in his inaugural address Monday (January 20, 2025)
vowed that the United States would be “taking it back.”Mr.
Rubio in his confirmation hearing did not suggest military
force but said the United States needed to address serious
concerns about Chinese influence near the vital waterway
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.Panama, which
has long been friendly to the United States, complained to
the United Nations over Mr. Trump’s threat.

President Jose Raul Mulino, during a panel at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, said that the ca-
nal “belongs to Panama and will continue to belong to
Panama.”Enforcement against migrationMr. Trump — who
during his campaign said that immigrants were “poisoning
the blood of our country” — has put a top priority on halting
undocumented migration into the United States.The Cen-
tral American nations of El Salvador, Guatemala and Hon-
duras — torn by endemic violence, poverty and natural di-
sasters exacerbated by climate change — have been
among the top sources of migration.Mr. Trump’s predeces-
sor Joe Biden vowed to look at the root causes of migra-
tion. Mr. Trump has quickly put an emphasis on enforce-
ment, suspending a Biden program that gives asylum seek-
ers a chance to make their case in an orderly way and threat-
ening to use the military to help secure the U.S.-Mexico
border.

El Salvador's president, Nayib Bukele, has been a fa-
vorite of Mr. Trump supporters for his lethal and ruthless
crackdown on crime. The president's son Donald Trump
Jr. attended Bukele's second inauguration last year.The
Biden administration had a more distant relationship with
Bukele, amid concerns over human rights, although it also
largely worked with him as it sought to address migration.Mr.
Rubio’s decision to visit Guatemala likely marks a continu-
ation of U.S. support for President Bernardo Arevalo, a once-
obscure anti-corruption advocate who pulled off an upset
election victory in 2023.The Biden administration hailed Mr.
Arevalo’s victory and quickly moved to work with him as
he pushed back against an entrenched elite that sought to
stop him from taking office.Mr. Arevalo has enjoyed some
bipartisan support in Washington but his opponents have
sought an alliance with fringe movements that refused to
recognize Biden’s 2020 victory over Mr. Trump.Mr. Rubio,
the son of Cuban immigrants, on taking office said he would

stop State Department work that seeks to “facilitate or en-
courage mass migration,” vowing to pursue Mr. Trump’s
goal of enforcement.

Myanmar conflict to feature
in India-Indonesia talks

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
The raging conflict in Myanmar will feature prominently

in discussions between visiting Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto and Prime Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing the weekend, sources said. Mr. Subianto, who will be
the chief guest at the Republic Day celebrations, began his
official meetings by calling on External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and meeting industry bigwigs on Friday (Janu-
ary 24, 2025).

The inclusion of the prevailing scenario in Myanmar in
the official agenda is significant as both India and Indonesia
have been trying to stitch up a dialogue process among
various domestic stakeholders in the conflict-torn south-
east Asian country. Sources further mentioned that the two
sides will discuss several “regional issues including the ten-
sion around the South China Sea” during the official talks
that will be held in Hyderabad House on Saturday.

India recently hosted a number of ethnic armed
organisations from Myanmar as well as members of the
exiled National Unity Government at the Indian Council of
World Affairs, soon after Indonesia also hosted such groups.
The chain of engagements indicated that both the countries
are trying to establish dialogue between the military junta in
Nay Pyi Taw and the ethnic armed organisations that have
captured large amounts of territory of Myanmar, including
vast tracts of land near its borders with India’s northeastern
States.

The situation in Myanmar has escalated over the last
year, with the military junta losing control over areas in Chin
state, Rakhine, and the Sagaing region. Maungdaw near
the Indo-Bangladesh frontier was the latest town to fall to
the Arakan Army in December 2024.The Myanmar issue
has been on the table of the ASEAN since the military coup
of February 2021 and it is understood that the Indonesian
president will continue the discussion on “regional issues”
in Malaysia, which is his next destination after India. “Close
cooperation with friendly countries has always been our
priority to build a stronger and more prosperous region to-
gether,” Mr. Subianto said ,

India reiterates readiness to
take back nationals ‘overstaying’
in U.S., other parts of the world

Amid the "massive deportation operation" in the U.S.,
India on Friday (January 24, 2025) reiterated its stance
against illegal immigration, with the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) stating it will facilitate the return of Indian na-
tionals "overstaying" or residing without proper documen-
tation in the United States or "anywhere in the world."Official
spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Randhir
Jaiswal addresses the media.

During a weekly press briefing in New Delhi, MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, "We are against ille-
gal immigration, especially because it is linked to several
forms of organised crime."He added, "For Indians not just
in the United States, but anywhere in the world, if they are
Indian nationals and they are overstaying, or they are in a
particular country without proper documentation, we will take
them back, provided documents are shared with us so that
we can verify their nationality and that they are indeed Indi-
ans. If that happens to be the case, we will take things for-
ward and facilitate their return to India."Mr. Jaiswal also in-
formed that External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during
his visit to the U.S. for Trump's inauguration also raised the
issue of visas with Secretary of State Marco Rubio. "We
have been continuously raising the issue (with the concern-
ing countries) of the delay in issuing visas. If visas are con-
veniently issued, the people-to-people and economic ties
between the two countries will improve.
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All states/UTs expected to complete
draft labour code rules by March

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
the labour ministry has said that all states and UTs

are expected to complete draft labour code,including code
on wagesA collaborative study is also being undertaken with
the International Labour Organization to comprehensively
assess various factors related to platform workers. All 36
states and Union territories (UTs) are expected to com-
plete “harmonisation and pre-publication” of draft rules un-
der the four labour codes by March 31, 2025, a release by
the Labour Ministry said on Saturday.So far, barring five
states and UTs, all others have pre-published the rules,
setting the stage for the much-awaited rollout of the four
codes — Code on Wages, Code on Social Security, Code
on Industrial Relations, and Code on Occupational Health
& Safety — by next year. The Labour Ministry has been
consistently working for harmonisation of rules under the
four codes across the states, said the release.This year,
six regional meetings were held between August and Octo-

ber to facilitate the states and Union territories for framing
the rules.Labour laws fall under the concurrent list of the
Constitution. Hence, both the Centre and states are em-
powered to make rules. But in the event of a conflict be-
tween state and central laws, central legislation generally
takes precedence, unless the state’s law has obtained presi-
dential assent.The four labour codes are a judicious combi-
nation of reforms aimed at easing labour market rigidities,
and reinforcing workers’ rights and welfare. As many as 44
labour related Acts were consolidated into the four codes in
2019-2020 with the objective of reinforcing trade and invest-
ment, facilitating ease of doing business and easing com-
pliance. Several minor offences were decriminalised via the
codes, while skill development and dispute resolution have
been accorded due priority. Meanwhile, the ministry also is
working towards development of a framework for social
security coverage to gig and platform workers, said the re-
lease.

Extensive stakeholder consultations were conducted
with aggregators, knowledge partners, platform worker
organisations, and state/UTs this year to ensure a compre-
hensive understanding of the Social Security Code, 2020,
and to develop collaborative approaches for a social secu-
rity framework tailored to gig and platform workers, it
said.Also, a collaborative study is being undertaken with
the International Labour Organization to comprehensively
assess various factors related to platform workers. “These
include the number of platform workers, prevalent business
models, potential schemes, financial implications (such as
aggregator turnover and contributions), and a roadmap for
implementing a social security scheme for platform work-
ers,” the release said.

West Bengal & Rajasthan new migrant
destination hotspots; Uttar Pradesh tops
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
West Bengal and Rajasthan are the new centres of

migrants movement from across the country and have found
place in the list of top five states where maximum numbers
of general or second class passengers travelled to by the
Indian Railways, shows the latest working paper of the Eco-
nomic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) on
migration trends.Other three states in the top five are Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. According to
the analysis of data from the Indian Railways on unreserved
tickets of non-suburban passengers (150+ kms journey),
the council has concluded that while most of the states
showed reduction in the passenger headed to them from
outside, possibly as a result of an overall reduction in migra-
tion, West Bengal, Rajasthan and Karnataka are the states
that showed the maximum amount of growth in percentage
share of the arriving passengers.

Compared to 2012 data, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
are now ranked a notch lower. Titled as “400 Million
Dreams!”, the PM advisory body in its report said that the
overall number of migrants in the country has reduced by
11.78 per cent as compared to the 2011 census.The paper
hypothesised that improved economic opportunities in
smaller cities are among the reasons for the slowing migra-
tion in India.

Apart from ticket bookings data from Indian Railway
Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) for year 2023 and
2012, EAC-PM used mobile telephone subscribers’ roam-
ing data and district level banking data on remittances to
come up with the figure of 40.20 crore migrant, as of 2023,
in the country. The total number of migrants in Census 2011
were 45.57 crore.According to its analysis, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka and Telangana are the major ori-
gin states for arrivals into Maharashtra. Similarly, for Delhi,
the major origin states are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Madhya Pradesh.Apart from this, the major
destinations for general class travellers heading out from
Uttar Pradesh are Delhi, Bihar, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Haryana. Similarly, major Destinations for pas-
sengers heading out from Bihar are Delhi, West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Jharkhand.

The report, which has been authored by economist
Bibek Debroy, who passed away last month and was Chair-
man of EAC-PM, and Devi Prasad Misra, an IRS officer
posted as Director in the council, showed that Uttar Pradesh
to Delhi was the most popular state-to-state route in the coun-
try traversed by migrants using the Railways. Gujarat-
Maharashtra was second, Telangana-Andhra Pradesh in
third place, Bihar-Delhi was in fourth slot and Bihar-West
Bengal in the fifth position.The paper goes on to provide dis-
trict-level passengers movement data also. It shows that
Mumbai remained on top position of destination district (in-
migration) for non-suburban general class passengers.

Bengaluru Urban was at the second position, Howrah was
third, Central Delhi was fourth and Hyderabad was at the
fifth position. When compared with 2012 data, the order of
districts have changed, but the composition of the top ten
stays constant.However, if we look at the top originating dis-
tricts of non-suburban (150+ km) passengers, it shows some
new source districts in 2023 that were not there in 2012.
While Valsad remains on the top, which is 193 kms from
Mumbai, Villupuram (Tamil Nadu), Saharsa (Bihar),
Moradabad (UP) and Murshidabad (West Bengal) are the
new entrants in the top-10 originating district list. The trend
could be reflective of daily commuters travelling up and down
for work from Valsad to Mumbai in the first case, using the
suburban railway service.The report says that the top origin
districts are coalesced around major urban agglomerations
viz. Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, Kolkata etc.The
analysis further shows that at district level, Murshidabad to
Kolkata was the top route of general class passengers
movement.Paschim Bardhaman to Howrah, Valsad to
Mumbai, Chittoor to Bengaluru Urban and Surat to Mumbai
were in second, third, fourth and fifth position respectively.

The report also provides an answer to the question of
who are the major migrants to cities like Delhi and Mumbai.
While Agra, Patna, Kanpur Nagar, Jhansi and Bareilly are
on the top source district for general class passengers to
Delhi, Dausa and Ludhiana are the new districts in the top-
10 list of origin districts to Delhi. In the case of Mumbai,
while the number of passengers from the origin districts have
changed, there is just one new entrant Sindhudurg in the top
10 list. Valsad, Surat, Nashik, Ratnagiri and Varanasi are
top-5 origin districts of the passengers to Mumbai.EAC-PM
used unreserved second class (Mail & Express/Ordinary)
ticket data as it is the cheapest class of tickets on railways,
which is used by blue collar migrants (working class people).
While the railways data shows the trends in the movement,
it has some limitations also as it this data does not capture
details such as age, gender, reasons for migrating etc. Also,
all railway data is recorded from Station to Station, therefore
the actual origin and destinations may not always be cap-
tured accurately. The similar exercise was undertaken in
Economic Survey 2016-17, when Arvind Subramanian was
Chief Economic Advisor, for calculating the migration trends.

As tech firms look to translate the promise
of AI in 2025, 3 clear templates emerge
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
If the year 2024 started with the promise of genera-

tional AI, 2025 could be more about testing out the use cases
of some of these AI tools. And finding answers to the quint-
essential question of monetising AI.Going forward, there
could be three board templates for the most compelling use
cases yet.One, is this clear focus on AI agents — artificial
intelligence tools that can handle multi step chores like
onboarding clients, approving expenses and not just rout-
ing, but actually responding to customer-service requests,
all with minimal human intervention. While OpenAI Chief
Executive Officer Sam Altman termed AI agents “the next
giant breakthrough”, San Francisco-based Salesforce Inc.
has already started inking deals with some 200-odd com-
panies to install its workplace AI agent called Agentforce.
“We’re really at the edge of a revolutionary transformation…
This is really the rise of digital labor.”

Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff said on the software
company’s most recent earnings call. While Salesforce
launched Agentforce in September, San Francisco-based
Anthropic launched its own product a month later, followed
by a Microsoft launch in November. OpenAI is set to unveil
an agent at a research preview in January. Agentic AI is
clearly projected to become more widespread in 2025.Sec-
ond, if monetising AI is a big question, San Francisco-based
Perplexity AI has some answers. In November, Perplexity
– a conversational ‘answer engine’ that uses large language
models (LLMs) to answer queries using sources from the
web and citing links within the text response – launched a
user-focused shopping hub in a bid to beef up its platform
as it attempts to take on Google’s dominance in the search
engine space.The idea is simple, but functional. For in-
stance, a user can take out her phone, point it at a product
that she wants to get, and just ask the Perplexity AI bot:

where can I buy this? The answer is generated right there,
alongside options to buy the product and the different price
at which it’s offered on shopping websites.Or if a user were
to ask Perplexity to help build her a library, or help her buy
all the items needed to host a party, the AI bot will list out all
the product options right there, alongside reviews hoovered
up from different parts of the web. And the user can go fur-
ther and fulfill the transaction to purchase the products, all
on the Perplexity app.Backed by Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos and chipmaker Nvidia, Perplexity plans to double
down on its shopping feature by giving users product cards
showing relevant items in response to questions related to
shopping, with each card providing product details in a vi-
sual format. The fact that the Amazon founder is a backer
only helps the start-up as it works to monetise the AI-curated
shopping experience.Third, is a doubling down on improv-
ing the AI interface by the segment leaders – a handful of
companies such as OpenAI, Google, Meta, xAI and
Anthropic that have converged at the top of the current gen-
eration of LLM models. In early December, OpenAI an-
nounced the full availability of its Canvas tool, a day after it
launched its AI video generator Sora. Canvas was intro-
duced by OpenAI in October as an editing tool for writing
and coding. It’s a notebook interface that sits beside the
user’s ChatGPT chatbot conversation, which allows users
to edit responses and “collaborate” with ChatGPT. New to
Canvas is the ability to get feedback and edits in the form of
comments. From here, users can make changes based
on ChatGPT’s suggestions.Google too has a pitch in this
segment, with the promise to launch Gemini 2.0, its most
capable model that it says is built for the ‘new agentic era’.
With new advances in multimodality — like native image
and audio output — and native tool use, Google said the
new launch “will enable us to build new AI agents that bring
us closer to our vision of a universal assistant”.

Does your sunscreen irritate
 your eyes? Here’s a guide

Sunscreen forms an integral part of one’s skincare rou-
tine. Whether you want a dewy glassy finish, or a oil-con-
trolling matte one, there’s a formulation for everyone out
there. Sometimes when we apply sunscreen, our eyes start
stinging and burning. And trust us, no one enjoys tears
streaming down their face while getting ready to go out! What
causes our eyes to sting? And what are some ingredients
to watch out for? Indianexpress.com spoke to skin experts
to get more clarity.Dr Rikta Mohan, Dermatologist, Myrah
DermaMed shared that our eyes can sting after applying
sunscreen because some of its ingredients don’t sit
well.“Chemical filters like avobenzone, oxybenzone, and

octinoxate can irritate the eyes. While they protect the skin
from UV rays, if they get into the eyes, they can sting or
burn.” She added that if the sunscreen has fragrance, it may
not suit sensitive skin and eyes and can cause irritation.
Preservatives can also potentially be a trigger for the same.

According to Dr Mohan, it is always a case of finding
which sunscreen works for you, as there is no one-size-
fits-all solution to sun care. “People might have skin that is
more sensitive to these ingredients, or a particular formula-
tion. It could also be a cause of allergy to those ingredients.
If it stings more than once, stop using the product immedi-
ately,” she saidSunscreen can get into your eyes from vari-
ous sources, even through sweat or when rubbing it in your
face.

And as such, if it stings your eyes, you need to stop
applying it immediately. “Thoroughly rinse your eyes with
clean, running water. Apply a cool, wet cloth to your eyes to
soothe them and ensure there is no itching, irritation, or red-
ness,” said Dr Mohan.As for precautions to be kept in mind,
she advised that the best way to ensure that you are using
the sunscreen that is right for you is to consult a licensed
dermatologist.

 “They can suggest products that will work with your
skin type and sensitivities and ensure that there is no irrita-
tion or sensitivity,” said Dr Mohan.

How can you tell if you’re in a relationship
or situationship? Psychologist weighs in

Dating can be confusing. With several labels and terms
encompassing the essence of relationships, you might find
yourself scratching your head as to where you belong. If
you have recently found yourself wondering whether you
are in a relationship or a situationship, indianexpress.com
comes to your rescue!Counselling psychologist Srishti Vatsa
shared that a situationship is a relationship that lacks clear
boundaries, commitment, or future planning, often leaving
one person feeling uncertain about the other’s intentions.

Common signs that you are in a situationship include
minimal emotional sharing or, conversely, overwhelming
drama early on, with little effort to actively listen or engage.
“The person may come on strong initially but then fade away
without explanation, avoid discussions about the future, and
leave you constantly trying to decipher mixed signals. You
might find yourself preoccupied with why they aren’t reach-
ing out, while they remain distracted or disengaged, often
prioritising other things, like scrolling on their phone, even
when physically present,” she explained.According to Vatsa,
self-awareness is key to understanding your needs and emo-
tions, helping you recognise when a relationship is fulfilling
or when it’s time to step away from something uncommit-
ted or emotionally unavailable. Reflecting on feelings and
your actions can guide you toward more mindful decisions
about your emotional well-being.

When you find yourself asking this question, Vatsa en-
couraged doing the following:• Check for Anger or Resent-
ment: Ask yourself, “Am I angry because my emotions are
being dismissed, or do I feel unseen and unheard?” These
feelings can signal unmet emotional needs.• Understand

Your Own Actions: Reflect on why you might be pushing
for a commitment from someone who has shown they’re
not interested. Ask yourself, “Why am I trying to make this
work when it’s clear the other person isn’t
invested?”According to her, self-evaluation can help you
make clearer decisions about your emotional well-being and
whether to continue investing in the relationship.“Healthy
relationships are built on trust, balance, and mutual respect.
They can often feel “boring” because there’s a comforting
sense of peace and security because neither person is
walking on eggshells or constantly navigating unnecessary
drama,” she finally added.

Why does your lower back hurt during
your periods? Expert shares tips to help
Periods can be painful. With bloating, acne, mood

swings and pre-menstrual cramps making our life difficult,
one can only deal with so much. Lower back pain is the
reluctant cherry on top, and the cause for such back break-
ing pain isn’t discussed much. What exactly causes our
lower back to hurt like hell during our time of the month?
Indianexpress.com spoke to experts and found out how you
can reduce this pain.

What leads to lower back pain?
“Period-related lower back pain affects about 1 in 10

women, with 40% experiencing symptoms severe enough
to disrupt daily activities. This pain is primarily due to pros-
taglandins, hormones that trigger uterine contractions to
shed the uterine lining, which can radiate to the lower back,”
shared Dr Gandhali Deorkhkhar, Gynecologist & Obstet-
rics, Wockhardt Hospitals, Mumbai Central.According to her,
conditions like endometriosis, fibroids, ectopic pregnancy,
PID, and pelvic cysts can also cause severe pain.

“Fluctuations in hormones like prostaglandins can
cause muscle contractions, leading to pain. The uterus con-
tracts to shed its lining, which can radiate pain to the lower
back. Besides increased inflammation during menstruation,
stress and tension in the pelvic muscles can lead to re-
ferred pain in the back,” shared Dr Hansaji Yogendra – Di-
rector, The Yoga Institute, Yoga Guru & Author.Deorkhkhar
shared that home remedies to alleviate lower back pain may
include massage, heat therapy, exercise, and dietary
changes, such as reducing processed foods and sugar.
Herbal remedies like basil, chamomile, and ginger root may
provide relief.“Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs
(NSAID) are commonly recommended by doctors, and
some women find hormonal birth control helpful in manag-
ing the pain. Regular stretching and walking breaks can also

alleviate discomfort,” she added.
How can you reduce this pain?
Dr Yogendra shared that taking the following proac-

tive measures can help alleviate or prevent lower back pain
during menstruation.

1. Engage in regular physical activity to strengthen
core muscles and improve flexibility.

2. Incorporate meditation, deep breathing exercises &
gentle stretches in your daily routine.

3. Including Asanas like Bhujangasana, Ushtrasana,
Viparita Karani and Supta Vakrasana in your Yoga practice
strengthens the lower back.

4. Limit intake of caffeine and salty foods to prevent
water retention and lessen bloating.

5. Include anti-inflammatory foods, such as fruits, veg-
etables, and omega-3 fatty acids, to support overall health.

6. Opt for loose-fitting clothes during your period to
avoid additional pressure on the abdomen and back.

7. Maintain proper posture while sitting, standing and
walking to minimise strain on the back.

Dietitian says even wooden chopping boards
aren’t safe – we find out what can you use instead

Wooden chopping boards, with their timeless appeal,
are often a staple in these kitchens. However, as conve-
nient as they are, these boards come with hidden risks that
could affect your family’s health if not handled properly.

Varsha Gorey, Senior Clinical Dietitian, Apollo Hospi-
tals Navi Mumbai said that wood, by its very nature, is po-
rous, which means it readily absorbs moisture from the
foods we cut on it—be it the juices of fresh tomatoes, the
residue of raw chicken, or the oils from ginger and garlic. In
a tropical country like India, where high humidity levels pre-
vail for much of the year, this moisture creates an environ-
ment perfect for bacteria, mould, and fungi to thrive.“Over
time, regular wear and tear leave tiny grooves and scratches
on the surface of wooden chopping boards. These small
crevices are difficult to clean thoroughly, allowing harmful
pathogens like Salmonella, E. coli, and Listeria to lodge
themselves. These bacteria can contaminate the food we
prepare, increasing the risk of foodborne illnesses,” she
said.Moreover, as wooden boards age, she added that they
may begin to splinter, shedding tiny wood particles into your

food. Consuming these particles might seem harmless, but
they can irritate the digestive tract or, worse, introduce toxic
chemicals if the board has been treated or varnished.Health
risks associated with using wooden boards1. Stomach flu:
Pathogens such as E. coli and Salmonella from improperly
sanitized wooden boards can lead to foodborne illnesses.
Due to the gastrointestinal infection, people experience
symptoms like fever, diarrhoea, vomiting, and dehydration,
nausea, and fever. Young children and elderly family mem-
bers are especially vulnerable to these infections.2. Fungal
Contamination: In damp kitchens, wooden boards can de-
velop mold. This is not just a hygiene issue—it can result in
the formation of mycotoxins, which are harmful compounds
linked to respiratory issues and allergic reactions.3. Gas-
trointestinal Irritation: Tiny wood splinters or particles shed
from old boards can irritate the stomach lining, potentially
causing discomfort or, in rare cases, intestinal injuries.4.
Cross-Contamination: Indian kitchens often see the same
chopping board being used for raw meat, fish, and veg-
etables without proper sanitization between uses.
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 Abhishek Bachchan escapes unhurt, but did Shoojit
Sircar slaughter his own film on the edit table?

Painful as it is to admit, director Shoojit Sircar’s in-
credible hot-streak has now come to an end. It was per-
haps the single greatest run in contemporary Hindi cinema,
and we’re fortunate to have lived through it. But it was also
too good to last. In the last decade or so, Sircar directed
films as diverse as the screwball comedy Piku, the achingly
romantic October, the harrowing historical Sardar Udham,
and the subversive satire Gulabo Sitabo. But the dream
run has ended with I Want to Talk – a bittersweet comedy
about a terminally ill man, played by Abhishek Bachchan.
The movie debuted on Amazon Prime Video recently, after
a token theatrical release some weeks ago.

I Want to Talk begins agreeably enough, and during
the first act, seems to mimic the quietly observational style
that made October such a masterpiece. But it goes entirely
off the rails the minute it turns into a sort of Piku prequel.
Ironically enough, I Want to Talk doesn’t seem to know what
it wants to say. Is it an inspiring tale of one man’s will to
live? Does it want to examine the thorny relationship that
he shares with his daughter? Is it a character study? Or is
it a dark comedy about his compulsive obsession with sur-
geries? It’s unclear. And by the 30-minute mark, you’ll likely
be struck by the creeping realisation that the movie has
slipped completely out of Sircar’s hand. The messiness
becomes so magnified that you’re left with only one conclu-
sion: I Want to Talk was slaughtered on the edit table.

Or – and this is a much worse hypothesis – Sircar
went to the United States, and returned with a half-shot film.
A version of this happened to Hansal Mehta, who will never
be able to live down the fact that he worked with Kangana
Ranaut in her post-bigot era, no matter how many Faraazes
he makes. I Want to Talk first inspires such conspiracy
theories when, seemingly out of the blue, the protagonist’s
parents show up without a proper introduction, and behave
as if they’ve been a part of the movie all along. The protago-
nist is a man named Arjun Das, who is introduced to us as
a cold-blooded marketeer of some kind.

Arjun’s worldview is so nihilistic, he makes Jordan
Belfort and Gordon Gekko look like Red Cross emissaries.
Within the first 10 minutes, he is diagnosed with cancer,
and given just 100 days to live. He has a young daughter
with his ex-wife, but he doesn’t seem to be too bothered
about her. Sitting on the porch after having undergone a
round of chemotherapy, his daughter Reya innocently asks
him if he’ll dance on her wedding day. He says that he will.
This exchange is clearly supposed to incite a change of
heart, or at least foreshadow it. But either because of

Bachchan’s flat line delivery or Sircar’s confused direction,
the moment barely registers. And so, when Arjun refers to
it as a ‘promise’ that he made to Reya later on in the film,
the declaration comes across as unearned.

For one, you never quite see his relationship with Reya
evolve. She seemingly finds out about his dozens of sur-
geries years after he’s had them. But she was with him the
entire time. How did she not know what he was going
through? Arjun would also make special videos for her from
his hospital bed; did she never watch them? Did he not send
them to her? It makes very little sense. But what’s even
more confusing is the suddenness with which they appear
to bond. This evolution might have even worked, but as
experienced in the film, it’s like jumping from point A to point
C without going through point B first.In one scene, Reya
doesn’t mince her words as she tells Arjun about the child-
hood trauma that his actions have inflicted upon her. And in
the very next scene, he’s admitting to his poor parenting.
Wasn’t there a more organic way to bridge this gap? There
probably was, but I Want to Talk is the kind of movie that
reveals the existence of Arjun’s blood-brother after an hour
has already passed, via a voiceover that was clearly added
in post-production. “This is my brother,” Arjun says, almost
satirically. Bro is never seen again. Or even spoken about.
Even Arjun’s ex-wife has no role to play in the movie, be-
yond a single scene. Granted, she isn’t an important char-
acter, but the movie barely respects those who are. For
instance, the kind nurse who develops a bond with Arjun
during his illness, and remains in touch with him through
the years, dies off-camera.

Normally, a movie like this would examine the impact
that life-threatening circumstances can have on people. And
to a degree, I Want to Talk wants us to believe that Arjun
has become a more empathetic man over the years. But
aside from his accent, little about him changes. He remains
just as self-centred as he was in the first scene, but for
some reason, develops an uncle accent as he grows older.
I Want to Talk lacks the grace of Sircar’s previous work,
and while the film isn’t as inept as 90% of the output his
contemporaries produce, the bar is simply too high with him.
Even the final act, which suddenly introduces a marathon
angle, feels like it’s missing key pieces.Going by the ver-
sion presented to us, it seems like Arjun is simply trying to
get fit when he begins training under an instructor. But it is
eventually revealed that he wants to participate in an en-
durance event in a faraway state. When did this happen?
This development is presented to us like something that
Arjun had been building towards this whole time. But it never
came up. Things become weirder when he leaves Reya in
their hotel room and goes to the marathon by himself. She
catches up with him, and promises to accompany him to
the finish line. It’s a touching moment, wrapping their shared
arc in a neat little bow. But in the very next moment, Reya
runs off by herself, leaving Arjun all alone once again. “Drama
begins where logic ends,” a wise man once said. But you
only begin questioning the logic when there is no drama.Post
Credits Scene is a column in which we dissect new re-
leases every week, with particular focus on context, craft,
and characters. Because there’s always something to fix-
ate about once the dust has settled.

‘Amitabh Bachchan put his reputation
 at stake and RGV Ki Aag became a

laughing stock,’ says Ram Gopal Varma
Director Ram Gopal Varma recently penned a heart-

felt note after watching his modern-day classic film Satya
for the first time since its release over 25 years ago. The
filmmaker expressed his regret for not holding himself to a
higher standard during his subsequent career. While RGV
was one of the most popular filmmakers in the 1990s and
early 2000s, having delivered films such as Rangeela,
Satya, Kaun, Bhoot and a few others, he went through a big
downfall when he started making films like RGV Ki Aag, a
remake of the landmark film Sholay. In a recent interview,
RGV looked back at his working relationship with Amitabh
Bachchan, who worked with him on RGV Ki Aag, and said
that he felt guilty for letting him down. He said that the film
became a “laughing stock,” and Amitabh Bachchan had “his
reputation at stake.”

In a chat with Galatta Plus, while discussing RGV Ki
Aag, the director said that he realised that the film was go-
ing wrong two months before its release, but by then, it was
already complete. He said that at the time, he believed that
he had put more effort in Aag, as compared to even Sarkar,
which also starred Amitabh Bachchan. RGV recalled how
he got Bachchan on board and said that when he had the
initial idea for the film, he discussed it with his team and one
of the publicity artists made a picture imagining Bachchan
in the role of the villain. That really impressed RGV and
when he showed it to Bachchan, the actor was just as im-
pressed.

“He might have said that because he will assume that
I will know what I am doing, he is an actor at the end of the
day. And also he trusts me because of Sarkar,” he said,
and added, “He didn’t ask me too many questions, he just
reacted to the picture and took it for granted that I know
what I am doing.” RGV said that while he was making the
film, he found himself more occupied with reinterpreting
Sholay on a shot to shot basis, and the “emotion went out
of my head.”

RGV said that the line, “cried in guilt for my betrayals

of all those who trusted me due to Satya,” in his note, was
in reference to all the artists an technicians who took his
word because of his previous films. He said that Amitabh
also trusted him because of their previous collaboration
Sarkar. “Amitabh Bachchan put his reputation at stake be-
cause he agreed to do RGV Ki Aag and the fact that film
became a laughing stock, the reason is me, not him,” he
said and added, “I would feel guilty that I made him go through
that.”He continued, “Mr Bachchan, for example, many times
he says no matter what, I will always work with Ramu be-
cause he sees the sincerity in me. When a film fails, people
tend to think either the director has lost it or he is lazy or he
didn’t work enough, all the negative traits they will think of
where the film failed. But Mr Bachchan, because he is on
the set, he has seen me working, he doesn’t think any of
these are the reasons, which is the reason his respect for
me as a filmmaker, it still remains because of that.”

Rajamouli teases with Reel on Instagram;
Mahesh Babu, Priyanka Chopra react

Hyderabad: A reel shared by director SS Rajamouli
on Saturday has gone viral on Instagram, capturing a lot of
eyeballs. In the Reel he posted, the RRR director teased at
his upcoming project with Mahesh Babu, tentatively titled
SSMB29.

In the video, Rajamouli is seen showing his passport
against the backdrop of a lion’s poster which is then cap-
tured behind bars, as if being put in a cage. The now-viral
video was captioned ‘Captured.’In response to the post,
actor Mahesh Babu playfully used a popular dialogue from
his film ‘Pokiri’ to confirm his commitment to the film. He
replied, “Okasaari commit ayithe naa maata nene vinanu”

accompanied by a wink emoji.Meanwhile, Priyanka Chopra
who is speculated to be the female lead, also commented
on the post saying ‘Finally’ followed by an excited emoji.

Though there has been no official confirmation regard-
ing Priyanka in the film, her recent visit to Hyderabad added
to the widespread speculations. The actress who visited
the Chilkur Balaji Temple shared the post on social media
captioning it ‘new chapter’ which further fuelled the
rumours.However, people speculate that with the actress
now reacting to Rajamouli’s post confirms her role in the
film.Meanwhile, fans who were waiting for an update on the
film, are delighted after the director’s Reel on Instagram.

Akshay Kumar admits he isn’t educated
enough to be a fighter pilot: ‘It’s no joke’
Akshay Kumar feels most at home in action films and

the actor has often claimed that he performs a lot of his
stunts by himself. In his latest release, Sky Force, Akshay
plays an Air Force Officer and in a recent chat, the actor
was asked if he would be able to actually make it as a fighter
pilot in the Indian Air Force. Akshay’s answer started with
sincerity but the actor was quick to admit that because of
the academic qualifications required for the job, he would
fail.

In a chat shared on BookMyShow, when Akshay was
asked about making it as a fighter pilot, the actor said, “I
hope so, and I would definitely give my best shot. Fighter
pilot training is no joke. It takes a lot of skill, focus, and dis-
cipline. But given my background in fitness and martial arts,
I think I could handle the physical aspect of it.”While Akshay
sounded confident about the physical part of the job, he was
quick to say that his academics would surely fail him here.
“But if you see my education, I think I’d fail the test,” he said
and laughed. He went on to reiterate the levels of training
needed to be inside those machines, and said, “Flying a
fighter jet, that’s a whole different level.  Of course, I would
need a lot of training to match our real heroes.”Akshay

Kumar previously hosted the Colors TV show Khatron Ke
Khiladi where he would perform a lot of stunts by himself.
For many years, Akshay was known as the action hero
and it was during this era that he earned the moniker ‘Khiladi
Kumar’.

Junaid Khan ‘cuddled’ in bed with brother-in-law
Nupur Shikhare after drinking all night

Ira Khan married her longtime boyfriend Nupur
Shikhare in 2024. But before they decided to get married,
Nupur had to pass a test in front of Ira’s brother Junaid Khan.
Junaid recently shared that he always had a deal with his
sister for the guys she decides to date. The boys were in-
vited home and had to participate in a drinking game with
Junaid. He shared that this was a test so his sister could
see the guy at his most vulnerable in a drunk state, and
decide for herself if she wanted to date him. And Nupur had
to get through the same test as well.

In a chat with Hauterrfly, Junaid shared, “My only thing
with my sister was that you can date whoever you want but
you must bring them home and they have to have a drink-
ing contest with me. They get to pick the liquor. The rules
are we both take a shot every 15 minutes and if someone
is unable to take a shot or throws up, they lose. As long as
they beat me in a drinking contest, everything is fine. That
has been my deal with my sister always. The idea being
that she should see them at their drunkest. So she’s looked
after a lot of boyfriends. Well, a few boyfriends when they
have been hammered.”When the interviewer asked whether
Nupur managed to beat him, the actor quickly replied,
“Yeah.” Junaid said that Nupur knew when to stop drinking
so Junaid allowed him to win but what happened next was
quite unexpected. “Ira took a video of it and it was very
sweet. We spent rest of the night on the bathroom floor with

Ira next to him. Then I picked him up and I put him in bed
and then he cuddled with me all night because he was in
my bed,” Junaid shared with a laugh.

Vishnu Manchu embarks on
pilgrimage to 12 Jyothirlingas, shares

insights on devotion, spirituality
Chennai: Actor Vishnu Manchu, who plays the lead in

director Mukesh Kumar Singh’s upcoming magnum opus,
‘Kannappa’, has now disclosed that he will be undertaking
a journey to the 12 holy Jyothirlingas, situated across the
country.Taking to Instagram, Vishnu Manchu, who penned
the script for ‘Kannappa’ – a warrior devotee of Lord Shiva,
posted a video in which he said, “I have to truthfully admit
one thing. Before starting work on ‘Kannappa’, I was not
such a big devotee of Lord Shiva. I was a devotee of Lord
Hanuman and I would recite the Hanuman Chalisa every
day even to this day.

“When I wrote Kannappa, I researched a lot and that
brought about a lot of changes in me. I found out about what
Jyothrilingas were and why one must visit them. I decided
that I must visit all these 12 holy places where these
Jyothirlingas are situated,” the actor explained.Stating that
he would be putting out a series of videos on this, Vishnu
further said, “A lot of people do not know what these

Jyothirlingas are. I too did not know their significance until a
while back. So, for people like me who do not know about
the Jyothirlingas, I have decided to do a series of videos on
Jyothirlingas.”The actor then went on to explain the differ-
ent beliefs in different yugas. “We are in Kaliyug now. In
Sathyayuga, the belief was that one could get closer to God
if one did penance. The belief then was that meditation would
help you realise the purpose of your life. Now, in Kaliyug,
the belief is that if you visit holy places, you will not only
come closer to God but will also know the purpose behind
your birth.”“These 12 Jyothirlingas are powerful places.
These places are testimony to the fact that Lord Shiva
walked among common people. From Kedarnath to
Rameshwaram, there are 12 Jyothirlingas all across the
country. There is a story behind each story. I wish to visit
each one of the Jyothirlingas. The belief is that one will be
able to realise one’s life purpose near one of the 12
Jyothirlingas.

Soha Ali Khan pens heartfelt note for Kunal
Kemmu on 10th marriage anniversary

Mumbai: As they completed ten years of marital bliss
on Saturday, actress Soha Ali Khan penned a heartwarm-
ing note for her actor-husband Kunal Kemmu.Soha took to
her Instagram stories, where she shared a reel video fea-
turing the precious moments they have spent together. The
clip begins with the couple’s day of marriage. They are seen
reading out the vows to each other.

The video then moves ahead to the various places
they have traveled, the experiences they have shared and
Soha’s pregnancy days.“Ten years later … I still do, and I
aways will. Heart, infinity and evil eye emoji,” Soha wrote.It
was in 2009 on the sets of Umesh Shukla’s 2009 comedy
“Dhoondte Reh Jaaoge”, when Soha and Kunal met. They
started dating while sharing screen space in the crime com-
edy “99” and “Mr Joe B Carvalho.”They got married in 2015
and welcomed their daughter Inaaya Naumi Kemmu in

2017.On January 24, Soha shared a glimpse from their
holiday in Japan. She shared a heartwarming photo on her
Instagram, featuring her, Kunal, Rajkummar Rao and
Patralekhaa. The image also includes Soha’s daughter,
Inaaya Naumi, posing with them.Sharing this candid click,
Soha wrote in the caption, “In the land of the rising sun
JP.”Last year in September, Kunal and Soha reunited with
Rajkummar and Patralekhaa, who were also enjoying a
holiday in Europe. The two Bollywood couples were spot-
ted taking group selfies and enjoying their time with a few
other friends.Meanwhile, Soha recently provided an update
on her brother Saif Ali Khan‘s health following a recent knife
attack at his home. Speaking to the media, she said, “We
are happy that he is recovering well. We are very thankful
and feel blessed that it wasn’t any worse. Thank you for all
your wishes.”
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Shivam Dube set to join Indian
squad in Rajkot for ongoing T20I series

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Allrounder Shivam Dube, who was part of the World

Cup-winning campaign last year, has been added to India’s
T20I squad for the ongoing five-match T20 series against
England by the senior selection committee.

Dube will join the Indian team in Rajkot. The Indian

Express understands that Dube has been called up to
the squad as Nitish Kumar Reddy is reported to have
picked up an injury from which he hasn’t recovered
yet.Dube played for Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy match
against Jammu and Kashmir, though his performances
were disappointing at the Bandra Kurla Complex, where
he got out 0 in both innings as Mumbai suffered a dam-
aging defeat.

Dube wasn’t originally picked for the Indian T20 team
as selectors had gone with Reddy and Hardik Pandya as
the two all-rounders in the squad. The Mumbaikar has re-
covered from his back injury which had ruled him out for
the initial phase of the Ranji Trophy. Later he got fit for Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy where he represented Mumbai which
went on to win the title.India had won the first game against
England at Eden Gardens and they are scheduled to play
in Chennai on Saturday in the second match. The third T20I
will be played in Rajkot on Tuesday, with the fourth match
scheduled on Friday in Pune. The fifth and final T20I will be
played in Mumbai on Sunday, February 2.

 What’s troubling Lakshya Sen? From the Viktor
Axelsen challenge to finishing woes in matches

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Lakshya Sen’s re-entry into Top 10 of the world

rankings this past week, might have come about, thanks to
indifferent results of other contenders. But some patterns
in his losses remain pervasive.For a Top 4 finisher at the
Olympics, it remains surprising that he has never made
finals of a Super 750 tournament, while the All England Su-
per 1000 final of 2022 is a one-off on the Tour. But even
factoring in that Sen will be choosy and peak for big tourna-
ments, owing to a defensively body-battering game style
needing rationing of energies, his history of scalping mar-
quee names at will, is rather sparse.

Sen aces a few match-ups, like he knows he can get
the better of Anthony Ginting 3-0 (Head 2 Head), Li Shi Feng
(7-4), Lee Zii Jia (5-2) and Loh Kean Yew (6-3). But he has
also lost the Youth Olympics gold to Shi Feng and Paris
Olympics bronze to Zii Jia. But he’s compiling some repeti-
tive H2Hs against Viktor Axelsen (1-8 win loss), Anders
Antonsen (2-5) and Kunlavut Vitidsarn (3-6), which can chip
at his confidence if not corrected intermittently.Still, his win
against Jonatan Christie to get out of the group despite trail-
ing him 2-4 in career scores, offer hope.

Viktor: Points differential
According to Badminton World Federation records,

Viktor Axelsen has scored a massive 110 points more than
Sen in their 9 matches (Sen has 297 points, Axelsen has
407, 1-8 H2H). Though the double Olympic champ, has an
over 100-point differential against every player except
Antonsen (4-6 H2H), Lee Zii Jia (3-7) and Li Shi Feng (1-0),
there is a direct correlation between the wins teased out of
the towering Dane and the number of points he’s allowed to
fleece. Not only does Sen need to defend well against him,
he needs a far larger number of winners. The endgame from
18th point onwards is when Axelsen can swamp – or be
swamped right back.Sen’s point differential against his Thai
contemporary Kunlavut Vitidsarn (points differential of -48)
is particularly pesky to score off. Sen has 3 wins and 6
losses against the monkishly steady player with variety in
stroke play. Sen has 2 wins, 4 losses against Christie (point
differential of -5), Kodai Naraoka (-25) and Chou Tien Chen
(Sen scored 316 points, ceded 315), all pointing to him stay-
ing in contention in the game, but not finishing well
enough.Sen has a steady grip on Li Shi Feng, the Chinese
heir apparent, with a 7-4 H2H, and a healthy +60 points
differential. Sen will not balk at the prospect of facing him
but the nonchalant mental hold he has over the Chinese,
will be tested as time goes by.Finishing woesWhile losing
16-21, 21-12, 23-21 to Kenta Nishimoto at Indonesia Mas-
ters in Round 1, could be down to sub-par sharpness in the
73 minute battle, Sen has clearly struggled to summon his
clutch play, evident in both Paris Olympic losses. At Jakarta,

he did well to come back from 16-19 down in decider to
19-all, but his shot selection and strategy got muddled as
he navigated those 20-20, 21-21 situations in stringing
those 2-3 points together.

Against Lu Guang Zu at Denmark, another three
setter, Sen was 21-12, 16-11 up, but utterly botched it
from 17-17.

Like the Olympics bronze playoff, losing these leads
when being moments away from winning, completely de-
flates him in the third.Against Axelsen at Paris, Sen led 15-
9 and 20-17, but couldn’t convert. Against Anders Antonsen
at the Indonesia Open, he had two leads, 20-18 in the first,
and 16-14 in second, and lost in straight sets. The shock of
holding the lead, then losing it, paralyses Sen completely at
the crunch as he approaches the finish line as if it was a
barbed wire.

Slabs of blanknessA ‘wodge’ is a good word to de-
scribe the inexplicable bands or blocks of time-passages
in a Lakshya Sen match when things go south. The young-
ster is not mentally brittle by any measure, he has in fact
scored famous wins nicking them at crucial times. But mid-
way through a set, with no warning whatsoever, Sen can
suddenly slump. Whether it’s a dip in concentration or try-
ing too hard, or simply letting the opponent do his thing as
he phlegmatically watches, only his team can figure. But
Sen is notorious for losing points in a chunk.Against Axelsen,
Sen has suddenly conceded 6 points or more (once, even
10 in a row), a whole 9 times, leaving the door ajar, and
unable to stem the flood. Zii Jia famously collected 9 in a
row, when he took Paris bronze. He probably needs the
good ol’ slowing-down tricks to not get blown away like this.
But just when he managed to restrict the likes of Antonsen
and kept it tight, Sen bungles a finish.Thrice now though,
Sen has gone on a 6+ point run of his own against Axelsen
and still lost the match. These up and down bursts and cave-
ins of energy perhaps need a median point, or staying in
the present, as Kunlavut has mastered.

Jannik Sinner: ‘If Novak Djokovic
retires from a match it means he has big

issues, it was unfortunate to see’

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
World No 1 Jannik Sinner said he didn’t the end of

the first semifinal live but expressed his concern for Novak
Djokovic as the Serbian star had to retire hurt against
Alexander Zverev. Sinner prevailed against Ben Shelton in
the second semifinal later in the day to set up a title clash
against world No 2 Zverev.“I was warming up. I didn’t see it
live. I saw after how it happened,” Sinner said in the press
conference. “It’s very unfortunate to see these kind of
things, especially in semifinals of Grand Slams. But if Novak
retires, it means that he has big issues. He has won here in

the past with some physical problems, and he always
tried to do his best. He has given so much until now in his
career for this sport. It’s unfortunate to see. I wish him a
speedy recovery.”

Jannik Sinner of Italy celebrates after defeating Ben
Shelton of the U.S. in their semifinal match at the Australian
Open tennis championship in Melbourne Jannik Sinner of
Italy celebrates after defeating Ben Shelton of the U.S. in
their semifinal match at the Australian Open tennis cham-
pionship in Melbourne. AP Photo/Vincent Thian“Tried to
recover for today’s match but I could only push so far. Nev-
ertheless, positives to take out of this year’s Aus Open.
Congratulations to Zverev for making another GS final. I
wish you to win the title because you deserve it, my friend,”
Djokovic posted on his social media account.Sinner is now
the youngest man since Jim Courier in 1992-93 to reach
consecutive finals at the Australian Open. It was Courier
who conducted the post-match interview with Sinner on
Friday.

Watch Sinner’s chat with Courier here:
Earlier in the day, in his post-match interview also with

Courier, Zverev also condemned sections of the crowd for
jeering Djokovic, who has dominated the year’s opening
Grand Slam since winning his first trophy at Melbourne Park
in 2008. “The very first thing I want to say is, please guys,
don’t boo a player when he goes out with injury,” Zverev
said. “I know everyone paid for tickets and everyone wants
to see hopefully a great five-set match. But … Novak
Djokovic is someone who has given this sport for the past
20 years absolutely everything of his life. He has won this
tournament with an abdominal tear, won this tournament
with a hamstring injury. So please show some
respect.”Zverev on Friday had said he was also surprised
by Djokovic’s retirement but noted the Serb’s movement
had fallen away in the tiebreak. “I thought it was a high-level
first set,” the world No 2 added. “Of course there are some
difficulties … in the tiebreak he was not moving. I did see
him struggle a bit more.”

World No 1 Sinner
wished Djokovic a speedy
recovery after the Serbian
star had to retire hurt in the
semifinal of the Australian
Open.

‘Complete hors****t’: FIDE vs players war heats up as
Hikaru Nakamura hits out at CEO Emil Sutovsky

GNS News Agency, Jan 30
World No 2 Hikaru Nakamura has lashed out at FIDE

CEO Emil Sutovsky for “personal insults” aimed at him in a
long tweet posted on X by Sutovsky recently.In a video
posted on his YouTube handle, Hikaru Nakamura called
out Sutovsky’s long tweet where the FIDE official took pot-
shots at the American GM. Some of the world’s most promi-
nent players and FIDE have recently argued over the up-
coming Freestyle Chess Grand Slam tour, with players like
Magnus Carlsen and Nakamura even contemplating pull-
ing out of the FIDE World Rapid and Blitz Championship in
New York.

“I’m not the one creating this (the Freestyle Chess
Grand Slam tour). So I find this really bizarre that I am the

one he chooses to attack. I’m not spearheading this. This
is being spearheaded by Magnus Carlsen and Jan Henric
Buettner. This is a personal insult,” Hikaru Nakamura said
in the video. “I don’t know why he has to try and attack me.
I can also make personal attacks but I choose not to. I have
no equity in Freestyle Chess. I don’t have any contract with
them that I’m going to play every tournament or anything
along those lines. So, it’s kind of weird to try and make this
in some way about me. It’s funny that I’m apparently the
bad guy.”

In 2025, the Freestyle Chess Grand Slam Tour will be
a series of five chess events in cities like Weissenhaus,
Paris, New York, New Delhi, and Cape Town. FIDE's top
management has been at loggerheads with the organisers
of the Freestyle Grand Slam Tour and the Freestyle Play-
ers Club, which includes Magnus Carlsen, over the upcom-
ing tour. The bone of contention has been the organizers of
the Freestyle event wanting to call their event a “World
Championship”. FIDE has objected to this, stating that as
global governing body of chess, they alone hold the rights
to decide which event can be called a “World Champion-
ship”.

Hikaru Nakamura slammed Sutovsky for claiming that
FIDE creates a lot of money for players.Sutovsky had
posted on X: “FIDE does provide a lot of income for top
players. Hikaru may not have won any amount significant
enough for a top streamer – but here are the prize funds:
World Championship Match: 2.5M USD, World Cup 2M+,
Rapid and Blitz 1.428M, Grand Swiss is about to have al-
most 1M, etc.”At this, Hikaru Nakamura clapped back say-
ing: “This is complete horses**t. This is complete horses**t.
The players are not making 2.5 million dollars.”Nakamura
pointed out that all the sums quoted by FIDE CEO were
overall prize funds for the entire field competing, besides
the World Championship, where the prize money was split
between two “lucky players”. He said that while FIDE CEO
was trying to “make it look impressive”, the money was
actually being split among the whole field.“All this money
gets watered down and players are not making that much
money. The top players make most of their money from
other events like Norway Chess, Grand Chess Tour and
German Bundesliga,” Hikaru Nakamura said.

Harbhajan Singh questions absence of
Sanju Samson and Yuzvendra Chahal from

India’s Champions Trophy squad
 GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Former India cricketer Harbhajan Singh has raised

questions over the absence of wicketkeeper-batter Sanju
Samson and leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal from India’s
Champions Trophy squad.“Truly, I feel bad for him (Sanju),”
Harbhajan told Switch.“He scores runs but he is dropped. I
know you can only select 15, but I feel his batting suits the
format.“He has an average of 55-56, but he isn’t even there
as a second wicketkeeper. When we talk about selecting
him, people ask, in whose place? Places can be made,” he
said.Samson has scored a brilliant century in his last ODI
outing against South Africa in December 2023. In the 14
outings, 30-year has batting average of 56.66 in ODI
cricket.Harbhajan also lambasted selectors for not picking
variety in the spin department. India have picked Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Washington Sundar and Kuldeep Yadav
in their 15-member squad but the former India spinner feels
the selectors missed a trick by not picking Yuzvendra
Chahal.In 72 ODI matches played in his career so far,
Chahal has picked 121 wickets at an average of 27.13 and
an economy of 5.26 with two five-wicket hauls to his
name.“Sanju isn’t there. Yuzvendra Chahal isn’t there, too,”

he said.Yuzvendra Chahal Yuzvendra Chahal appeals
for a wicket. (Twitter/@yuzi_chahal)You’ve picked four
spinners, two of them are left-armers.“You could’ve in-
cluded a leg-spinner for variation, too. Chahal is a su-
perb bowler.“I don’t know what wrong he did, that he
doesn’t fit in this team,” Harbhajan said.India are in Group
A in the Champions Trophy and begin their campaign
against Bangladesh on February 20, after which they play
Pakistan on February 23, and New Zealand on March 2.

Australian Open final, Aryna Sabalenka
vs Madison Keys: Head-to-head, key

facts, when and where to watch
GNS News Agency, Jan 30
Defending champion Aryna Sabalenka will battle

American 19th seed Madison Keys in the final on Saturday
looking to become the first woman since Martina Hingis
from 1997-99 to win the Australian Open title three times in
a row. Victory on Saturday would see the world No 1 be-
come the sixth woman to win three straight Australian Open
titles, joining Margaret Court, Evonne Goolagong Cawley,
Steffi Graf, Monica Seles, and Hingis. It’s a feat that has
not been achieved in 25 years.At the other end of the spec-
trum is 29-year-old Keys, looking for that elusive first Ma-
jor. Despite an impressive start to 2025, few would have
expected Keys to get this far but the 29-year-old is a wor-
thy finalist having beaten world No 2 Iga Swiatek in the last
four. Swiatek was the third top 10 seed to lose to Keys after
the American defeated sixth seed Elena Rybakina in the
last 16 and 10th seed Danielle Collins in the third round.
Keys lost to compatriot Sloane Stephens in her only previ-
ous trip to a Grand Slam final at the 2017 U.S. Open

Aryna Sabalenka US Open Aryna Sabalenka cel-
ebrates with the championship trophy after her match
against Jessica Pegula (USA) (not pictured) in the women’s
singles final of the 2024 U.S. Open tennis tournament at
the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. Reuters/
Mike Frey-Imagn Images

Head-to-headSabalenka has won in four of the previ-
ous five previous meetings against Keys. Two of those
clashes came at the Grand Slam level, with Sabalenka pre-
vailing at the US Open semifinal as well as the Wimbledon
quarterfinal in 2023. The US Open semifinal defeat was
particularly tough on Keys, as she lost the match after blank-
ing Sabalenka 0-6 in the first set. Keys’ solitary win against
Sabalenka came in Berlin in 2021, a three-set victory.When
and where to watch Australian Open women’s singles
finalThe final will start at 2 pm IST and will be broadcast on
the Sony Sports Network and streamed on Sony LIV in
India.Key stats via Opta– With 8 years separating her 2
Grand Slam finals, Keys is the player with the longest gap
between their first two title clashes at a Major in the Open
Era. The previous record of 7 years was held by Amelie
Mauresmo.– It’s taken 11 attempts in the main draw for
Keys to reach her first final at Australia Open. It equals the

record held by Caroline Wozniacki.Madison Keys vs Iga
Swiatek Aus Open Madison Keys of the U.S. celebrates
after defeating Iga Swiatek of Poland in their semifinal match
at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne,
Australia, early Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Asanka
Brendon Ratnayake)– At 29, Keys is the oldest women’s
singles finalist at the Australian Open since Serena and
Venus Williams in 2017.

– Having won the titles last two years, Sabalenka’s
win streak at Aus Open is now at 20. She is the third player
in the last 10 years to win 20+ consecutive matches in
women’s singles at a Major after Serena Williams (US Open
and Wimbledon) and Iga Swiatek .– Sabalenka is only the
eighth player in the Open Era to reach three consecutive
women’s singles finals at the Australian Open.Who’s say-
ing whatSabalenka: “It’s crazy that I’m in a situation where
I have a chance to put my name next to legends,” said
Sabalenka, who is also bidding for her fourth Grand Slam
title after winning the 2024 U.S. Open. “I couldn’t dream
about that. It’s going to mean a lot. I just feel at home. Last
year I thought, ‘Okay, I feel at home, I feel so good here, I
feel all the support’. This year I feel it even more. It feels like
coming home to my home Slam.”Keys: “I’ve done a lot of
work trying to NOT get rid of nerves, because I think in the
past, in my head, it was kind of always, ‘The people who
play amazing in the tight moments, they either don’t have
nerves or they figure out how to get rid of them.’ The big
thing for me has just been knowing that there are going to
be a lot of moments where I’m uncomfortable in the match.


