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Unique discovery at University of Hyderabad:

LED Lights to end acid f

y infestation in hostels

Hyderabad: A University of Hyderabad (UoH) student along with a Professor have figured out that white light emit-
ting diodes i.e. LED lights if available in hostels, can reduce the perennial pest problem of Acid Fly attacks among
students in the UoH campus.Tejas Anto Kannampuzha, Integrated MSc Sciences (Physics) student at UoH collaborated
with Prof. B.R.Shamanna of School of Medical Sciences, UoH to address the perennial issue of Acid Fly attacks on
students in UoH hostel campus.The duo used a simple technology of the effect of reduced ultraviolet radiation from the
light source used in the hostel rooms and its effect on acid fly attacks.

Vinod Kambli in critical condition: Former
Cricketer rushed to hospital after health crisis

Hyderabad: Former Indian cricketer Vinod Kambli, 52 years old, was admitted to Akriti Hospital in Thane. His
health went drastically wrong over the weekend. Known for his cricketing feats and amiable rapport with Sachin
Tendulkar, Vinod was admitted to a hospital at night on Saturday. As of now, doctors are optimistic about the former
cricketer’s condition, stating he remains critical, and therefore, is continuously under close observation.Kambli was
recently in the news when he attended a memorial event for his mentor, Ramakant Achrekar, and was spotted
struggling and sitting in a wheelchair. The former star spoke about his health battle, where he said that he had been

suffering from a serious urine infection.

Nearly 10 lakh job letters issued under
Rozgar Mela since 2022: PM Mod
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GNS News Agency, Dec 23

New Delhi: In the last one and a half years, around
10 lakh permanent government jobs have been offered,
setting a remarkable record, said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday, taking part in the 14th edition of Rozgar
Mela.While distributing 71,000 job offers, PM Modi high-
lighted that such job fairs were part of the government’s
endeavour to provide employment with complete transpar-
ency. So far, 9.25 lakh job letters have been issued in 14
editions of Rozgar Mela.On Monday, the Rozgar Mela was
held at 45 locations across the country. The recruitments
took place for various ministries and departments of the
Central Government.

PM Modi launched Rozgar Mela — the recruitment drive
for 10 lakh personnel -- on October 22, 2022. The first edi-
tion saw the handing over of appointment letters to 75,000
new appointees.Rozgar Mela represents a significant ini-

tiative by the Government to enhance employment op-
portunities for the youth across India. By facilitating direct
connections between job seekers and employers, it not
only addresses the pressing issue of unemployment but
also empowers individuals to contribute to national
development.In the 13th edition of Rozgar Mela held on
October 29, PM Modi distributed 51,000 appointment let-
ters. On that occasion, the Prime Minister remarked that
the government was creating new opportunities to make it
easier for Indian youth to get jobs abroad.

Citing the recently released Germany’s Skilled Labour
Strategy for India, PM Modi informed that Germany had
increased the number of visas given to skilled Indian youth
every year from 20,000 to 90,000. He added that India’s
youth will benefit greatly from this.PM Modi also mentioned
that India had signed agreements related to migration and
employment with 21 countries in recent years, including
countries like Japan, Australia, France, Germany, Mauritius,
Israel, the UK and Italy, apart from the Gulf countries.A to-
tal of 71,000 appointees each were given letters in Rozgar
Mela edition number 2, 3, 4 and 5. In the sixth (June 13)
and seventh editions (July 22), 70,000 appointment letters
each were distributed by the PM.In the eighth edition of
Rozgar Mela, held on August 28, 2023, 51,000 job letters
were distributed. A total of 51,000 appointment letters each
were distributed in the ninth, 10th and 11th editions of Rozgar
Mela held earlier last year.The highest number of 1 lakh
appointment letters were distributed in the 12th edition of
Rozgara Mela held on February 12.0n that occasion, the
PM highlighted the Budget announcement of about 1 crore
rooftop solar plants and said this scheme will create lakhs
of new jobs.

Delhi HC refuses to grant pre-arrest bail to
ex-trainee IAS ofﬁcer Puja Khedkar

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The Delhi High Court Monday refused to grant an-
ticipatory bail to former IAS trainee Puja Khedkar, ac-
cused of fraudulently clearing the civil services examina-
tion held by the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC).The court of Justice Chandra Dhari Singh ob-
served that “prima facie it is established that conduct of
the petitioner has been truly driven with the motive to
dupe the complainant UPSC and all the documents ar-
ranged by her were done in order to reap benefits of
schemes meant for disadvantaged groups in the soci-
ety.”

Justice Singh further reasoned, “Apart from owning
luxury cars and various properties, the family of the peti-
tioner, that is father and mother, have held high positions,
therefore there is (a) high possibility that family members
have colluded with unknown powerful persons in order to
get the requisite certificates produced by the petitioner.”Till
now, Khedkar was granted interim protection from arrest
by the Delhi High Court pending the final disposal of her

anticipatory bail plea.A Delhi court on August 1 had dis-
missed Khedkar’s anticipatory bail plea. Khedkar has
been accused of cheating and wrongly availing OBC and
disability quota benefits in the civil services exam. She
has denied all allegations. The Delhi Police have regis-
tered an FIR under provisions of the Indian Penal Code,
the Information Technology Act, and the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities Act.

Kavitha calls out Congress-BJP
collusion to target BRS in Telangana

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Hyderabad: BRS MLC K Kavitha called out a collu-
sion between the Congress and the BJP in Telangana, con-
spiring to suppress regional forces like the BRS and its presi-
dent, former Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao.In an
informal interaction with mediapersons at Telangana Bhavan
on Monday, Kavitha said the Congress and BJP had proven
their “brotherhood,” citing Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy‘s
alleged meetings with BJP leaders in Delhi, followed by the
Governor’s nod for the ACB to file case in connection with
the Formula-E race case and swift action by Central agen-
cies like the ED which registered a case on the same
charges.

“Both parties do not want strong regional parties and
strong leaders like Chandrashekhar Rao, Uddhav
Thackarey and Sharad Pawar who fight for regional aspira-
tions,” she said, adding that the Governor was also favouring
the Congress-led government in Telangana.The BRS MLC
criticised the BJP and Congress for their policies, particu-
larly regarding farmers, alleging that both parties were un-
dermining agriculture and failing to address agrarian dis-
tress. She lashed out at the Congress government for re-
portedly planning to adopt the PM-KISAN scheme rules for
the proposed Rythu Bharosa scheme in Telangana, which
she felt, would adversely impact a large number of farm-
ers.

She stated that without clarifying on the delay for imple-
menting various schemes promised to farmers, Revanth
Reddy was indulging in diversion politics by targeting the
opposition. She urged the Left parties to speak out on be-
half of farmers and people of the State, instead of remain-
ing silent for a few political posts. She felt that replacing the
Dharani portal with the new Bhu Bharati Act would compli-
cate the land registrations process in Telangana.Kavitha
also lambasted BJP leaders Bandi Sanjay Kumar, M
Raghunandan Rao and Dharmapuri Aravind for shielding
the Congress government which was engaging in diver-
sion politics. She pointed out that the State government failed
to fulfill electoral promises like crop loan waivers, leading to
auction of lands belonging to farmers in Kamareddy
district.“Rather than people, the Revanth Reddy government
is working for a few select individuals. The decisions of this

government are in favour of the rich, while neglecting the
poor. Revanth Reddy is indulging in diversionary and re-
venge politics,” she observed.Remembering the BRS
government’s achievements, the BRS leader defended the
party’s resistance to obtaining World Bank funding. “In ten
years, Chandrashekhar Rao did not allow the World Bank
interference, ensuring Telangana’s autonomy,” she said.
She questioned why the Congress government which was
criticising the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme (KLIS),
cleared the bills to its contractors.

Kavitha found fault with the Congress for reducing bus
services afterimplementing free bus travel for women, and
also depriving opportunity for the differently abled passen-
gers to travel. She reiterated that BRS, rooted in Telangana’s
people, would continue its grassroots outreach to expose
the Congress government’s failures and policies that harm
Telangana’s identity, besides installing statues of Telangana
Thalli planned in all villages across the State to promote the
symbols of cultural identity.Responding to a question, the
BRS MLC stated that the party did not take any decision on
the One Nation-One Election, and termed the constitution
of the party committees as an internal issue.

Send Sheikh Hasina back,
Bangladesh sends note to India

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s interim government said on
Monday that it has sent a diplomatic note to India to send
back deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to
Dhaka.Hasina, 77, has been living in exile in India since
August 5 when she fled the country amid the student-led
protests that toppled her 16-year regime. Bangladesh-based
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has issued arrest war-
rants for Hasina and several former Cabinet Ministers, ad-
visers, and military and civil officials for “crimes against
humanity and genocide”.

“We have sent a note verbale to the Indian govern-

ment saying that Bangladesh wants her back here for the
judicial process,” Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain
told reporters at his office.Earlier in the morning, Home
Advisor Jahangir Alam said his office has sent a letter to
the Foreign Ministry to facilitate the ousted premier’s extra-
dition from India. “We have sent a letter to the Foreign Min-
istry regarding her extradition. The process is currently un-
derway,” he told reporters in response to a query. Alam
said an extradition treaty between Dhaka and New Delhi
already exists and Hasina could be brought back to
Bangladesh under it.

Last month, in an address to the nation on the comple-
tion of 100 days of the interim government, Bangladesh’s
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus said it will seek the ex-
tradition of Hasina. “We must ensure justice in every Kkill-
ing... We will also ask India to send back fallen autocrat
Sheikh Hasina,” he said.In October, Law Adviser Asif Nazrul
had reportedly said that Bangladesh would strongly protest
if India tried to refuse Hasina’s extradition by citing any pro-
vision in the treaty.In an interview in September, Yunus had
said that Hasina making political remarks from India is an
“unfriendly gesture”, asserting that she must remain silent
to prevent discomfort to both countries until Dhaka requests
her extradition. “If India wants to keep her until the time
Bangladesh (government) wants her back, the condition
would be that she has to keep quiet,” he said.

CMNtish Kumar embarks on Pragati Yatra from West
Champaran, beging developmentd vein B|ha

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Patna: Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Monday be-
gan the Pragati Yatra from Valmikinagar in Bihar's West
Champaran. This Yatra will mark a significant development
drive in the state.The Chief Minister, accompanied by Cabi-
net Minister Vijay Kumar Chaudhary and other party lead-
ers, received a warm reception from party workers and lo-
cal officials upon arrival.During the yatra, Nitish Kumar will
lay the foundation stone for various development projects
amounting to Rs 700 crore.Under the Energy Department’s
on-grid electricity scheme, the Bihar government will do the
electrification of remote villages that come under the juris-
diction of Valmikinagar Tiger Reserve (VTR) in Bagaha. The
scheme focuses on providing on-grid electricity to 22 vil-
lages within the dense forests of VTR.Approximately 70,000
people, who have remained without electricity since Inde-
pendence, will benefit from this initiative. An investment of
Rs 139 crore has been allocated to the project.This project
introduces underground cabling for power supply, a first for
Bihar. The underground cables will traverse the dense for-
ests of VTR, ensuring a smooth and sustainable electricity
supply to these remote areas.The electrification project is
expected to be completed within 18 months, significantly
transforming the lives of the inhabitants of these villages.The
introduction of underground electricity cabling reflects a for-
ward-thinking approach to infrastructure development in

ecologically sensitive regions. The Pragati Yatra of Nitish
Kumar showcases the state’s development efforts during
his tenure of 20 years.Around 500 cops have been deployed
to ensure safety and security, alongside 150 officers and
magistrates.As per the schedule of Pragati Yatra’s first
phase, Nitish Kumar will visit West Champaran on Decem-
ber 23. After staying overnight in Valmiki Nagar Tiger Re-
serve, he will go to East Champaran on December 24. On
the occasion of Christmas on December 25, there is no
programme. He will visit Sheohar and Sitamarhi on Decem-
ber 26, then Muzaffarpur on December 27 and on Decem-
ber 28, he will visit Vaishali and then return to Patna.

Cyclone alert at seven ports in Tamil Nadu;
rain, strong winds expected

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Chennai: The Regional Meteorological Centre
(RMC) has issued a third-level cyclone alert for seven
ports in Tamil Nadu: Chennai, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam,
Ennore, Kattupalli, Puducherry and Karaikal.The alert is
due to a low-pressure system over the central western
Bay of Bengal, which has weakened into a
depression.The weather department predicts rain accom-
panied by strong winds on December 24 and 25 as the
system moves west-southwest toward the southwest Bay
of Bengal, near the coasts of north Tamil Nadu and south
Andhra Pradesh.Cyclone Fengal struck Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry between November 29 and December 1,
causing widespread destruction.The cyclone claimed 12
lives and inundated 2,11,139 hectares of agricultural and
horticultural land, resulting in significant losses for
farmers.Cyclone Fengal also caused extensive infrastruc-
ture damage, including 1,649 kilometres of electric con-
ductors, 23,664 electric poles, 997 transformers, 9,576
kilometres of roads, 1,847 culverts, and 417 water
tanks.The Tamil Nadu government reported that 69 lakh
families and 1.5 crore individuals were adversely
affected.Following the cyclone, Chief Minister M. K. Stalin
requested Rs 2,000 crore as interim relief from the Na-
tional Disaster Response Fund.An initial damage assess-
ment estimated losses at Rs 2,475 crore for relief and
reconstruction efforts. The Central government sanctioned
Rs 944 crore as interim relief.Heavy rains have been
observed across Tamil Nadu due to the ongoing north-
east monsoon, which has brought 14 per cent excess
rainfall this season.

Tamil Nadu recorded 447 mm of rainfall against an
average of 393 mm. Chennai saw 845 mm of rainfall (16
per cent above average), while Coimbatore registered a 47
per cent increase.The Tamil Nadu Water Resources De-
partment (WRD) reported that reservoirs across the state
are near full capacity. 12 reservoirs (3 in Coimbatore, 7 in
Madurai, and 2 in Chennai) are at 100 per cent capacity, 18
reservoirs have exceeded 90 per cent of their total capac-
ity, 23 reservoirs have water levels between 70 per cent

and 80 per cent.

The Stanley Reservoir at Mettur, Tamil Nadu’s larg-
est, is at 97.51 per cent capacity, holding 91.146 TMC out
of its total 93.470 TMC.The dam recorded an inflow of 7,368
cusecs and discharged 1,300 cusecs downstream as of
Tuesday.Meanwhile, the Sathanur Reservoir stands at 117
feet, just below its full reservoir level (FRL) of 119 feet.The
cumulative water storage across Tamil Nadu’s reservoirs

> of BaDLS Acpeloy
bail denied: Shocking setback
In journalist attack case

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Hyderabad: In a setback to veteran actor Manchu
Mohan Babu in the case relating to an attack on a journal-
ist, the Telangana High Court on Monday dismissed his
petition for anticipatory bail. Mohan Babu had sought antici-
patory bail on health grounds. His counsel had submitted to
the court that he was suffering from health problems re-
lated to heart and nerves.The court also said that Mohan
Babu is currently in Tirupati.
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Confront doping

IN January, a 10-year global study of positive doping
ases by minors named India as the second worst coun-
ry, after Russia. Some months later, a report by the World
Anti-Doping Agency concluded that India recorded the high-
Ft number of drug cheats in 2022. An expose by The

ribune highlights why the dubious distinction is no aber-
ation. Used syringes and empty vials were found stuffed
h a washroom during a state boxing championship held
h Hisar. That the telltale signs of rampant doping came to
ght in Haryana, a state that is considered a shining ex-
mple of nurturing excellence in sport, makes it even more
isturbing. Such blatant malpractices point to an environ-
ent of complicity. It's a blot on Indian sport and reflects
nwillingness to confront the malaise.

The lack of awareness among sportspersons and
oaches as well as the neglect in conducting anti-doping
ampaigns are major structural flaws. What must not be
gnored is the widely held notion among athletes of losing
put in terms of a career without a podium finish. The wide-
Epread use of banned performance-enhancing substances

nd fudging age are seen as quick-fix methods for win-
ing a medal at any cost. The goal is not sporting glory
ber se, but the windows that open. For the vast majority,
hat means a government job. After the success of the
ndian Premier League in the cricket-crazy country, India
nc has been pushing the boundaries in supporting vari-
bus sporting disciplines. Encourage and incentivise the
brivate sector to do more. Create ample opportunities for
thletes, while sending out a clear message that doping
as no place in sport.

For those entrusted with checking doping, the track
ecord has been dismal. A culture founded on fraud de-
Ieats the very purpose of sport.

Sons, wives, brothers: For
ruling AAP, it's all within the
family for Ludhiana MC polls

- L —

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

As the curtains came down on the campaigning for
Ludhiana Municipal Corporation elections Thursday, the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann came under fire from Union minister and BJP leader
Ravneet Singh Bittu for promoting “parivaarwaad” With the
polling for Ludhiana MC polls scheduled for December 21,
CM Mann held a roadshow in the city on the last day of the
campaigning. While Mann led the roadshow all by himself,
as he addressed people standing alone on his vehicle, the
party’s state president Aman Arora and local MLAs whose
kin have been given tickets followed in other vehicles.

Once a critic of dynastic politics, the AAP has allo-
cated several tickets to the sons, wives, brothers of its MLAs
in Ludhiana.Atam Nagar MLA Kulwant Singh Sidhu’s son
Yuvraj Singh Sidhu, 28, a lawyer, has been given the ticket.
He will be contesting his second MC election after he lost
the previous one on the Congress ticket.aap punjab Dr
Sukhchain Bassi, AAP candidate while campaigning with
her MLA husband Gurpreet Gogi. CM Mann took out
roadshow in her ward.Ludhiana Central MLA Ashok
Parashar Pappi, who also lost the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tion from Ludhiana, has got two tickets for his family. His
brother Rakesh Parashar, an ex-Congressman and five-
time councillor, has again been given the AAP ticket. Pappi’s
wife Meenu Parashar has too been given the AAP
ticket.Ludhiana West MLA Gurpreet Gogi’'s wife Dr
Sukhchain Bassi is also among AAP candidates, and so is
Ludhiana North MLA Madan Lal Bagga’s son Aman Bagga
Khurana, 44, a graduate who handles his father’s arhtiya
business. He is contesting his first election.AAP, AAP
Punjab With the polling for Ludhiana MC polls scheduled
for December 21, CM Mann held a roadshow in the city on
the last day of the campaigning. Taking a dig at
“parivaarwaad” and VIP culture in AAP, Union Minister Bittu,
who has been campaigning for BJP, said: “CM saab was in
Ludhianatoday... | also saw his roadshow. | was surprised..
He used to talk about aam aadmi.. and today he was stand-
ing all alone in the front vehicle. This is the same man who
used to take a dig at Captain Amarinder Singh for promot-
ing VIP culture. Their own state president Aman Arora was
in another vehicle far away, and then after Arora’s vehicle,
came the one having our local Ludhiana MLAs whose kin
have been given tickets.”This party used to talk against
giving tickets within family and today Mann saab only cam-
paigned for the family members of his own MLAs: Gogi’s
wife, Pappi's wife, brother.. Bagga’s son.. Sidhu’s
son...People must be thinking that this man’s own words
did not match his actions. You must have brought (Arvind)
Kejriwal along today to see all this.. Where are your volun-
teers today? Your own state president Aman Arora cannot
stand next to the CM. He was waiting that the CM might
give him a chance to stand next to him for a minute. | was
feeling bad seeing the condition of a senior leader like Arora,”
said Bittu.“The fact that entire AAP leadership was made to
ride in separate vehicles reflects CM’s apparent disregard
for them. Why can’t they stand with the CM in same ve-
hicle? Today, CM only campaigned for family members of
their own MLAs, including wives, sons and brothers. Where
were the AAP volunteers? Even volunteers of AAP know
that it is no more a party of commoners, but that of
privileged.”In the recently held Lok Sabha polls, the AAP
had failed to win any of the nine Assembly segments in
Ludhiana, despite having its MLAs in all of them. While five
segments (all urban) were won by the BJP, four were won
by the Congress.For the 95-member Ludhiana Municipal
Corporation House polls, while the AAP is contesting in all
95 wards, the BJP has fielded its candidates in 90, the Con-
gress in 94 and the SAD in 78.0Opposition parties have
claimed that their nominations were either rejected due to
“high- handedness” of the AAP government or their candi-
dates could not complete process in time due to less time.

Punjab town hosts its first-ever
I-League match: ‘Mahilpur’s place in
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GNS News Agency, Dec 23

In a historic first, the town of Mahilpur, often called as
‘Mecca of Punjab football’ and ‘football nursery of Punjab’,
hosted its first-ever I-League, India’s second-tier profes-
sional league after ISL, match on Thursday afternoon.With
Delhi FC scoring a 3-1 win over Shillong Lajong FC at the
newly renovated football stadium in the town, the match
came as a new milestone for the football-crazy town in
Punjab which has produced football legends like 1962 Asian
Games gold medal-winning Indian football team defender
and Arjuna awardee Jarnail Singh Dhillon, Arjuna awardee
and former international Inder Singh, Arjuna awardee
Gurdev Singh Gill, and current Indian football players like
Indian team and Odisha FC goalkeeper Amrinder Singh,
Manvir Singh and Anwar Ali.

On Thursday, Harjinder Singh, secretary of Punjab
Football Association and son of Arjuna awardee 81-year-
old Inder Singh, too was in attendance to watch the historic
match. “My father Inder Singh could not travel from
Phagwara to watch the match due to health reasons. But

he would ask me about the ground and the match. It's a
historic match for Mahilpur. My father used to play in local
matches while coming from Phagwara. He often speaks
about the late Jarnail Singh Dhillon and Gurdev Singh Gill.
While Gurdev Singh is in Canada nowadays, Jarnail Singh
must be cheering from the heavens seeing this historic feat
being achieved,” said Harjinder Singh while speaking to The
Indian Express after the match.Delhi FC will play all of its
12 home matches at the new stadium following Thursday’s
match. Odisha FC and Indian football team goal-keeper
Amrinder Singh, who hails from Namolian village near
Mabhilpur and is currently in Indian football team, too watched
the match. Another former Punjab footballer Harnandan
Singh Khabra, who was part of National Games-winning
Punjab team in 1987, too was in the spectators’ stands. His
son Harmanjot Khabra, who has captained East Bengal and
played for ISL Clubs Bengaluru FC and Kerala Blasters,
played the match representing Delhi FC“In the 1980s, we
all would often travel from our village to Kaharpur near
Mabhilpur to play in cities like Ludhiana or Chandigarh. While
Mahilpur has always seen local leagues happening apart
from national players practising here, it never saw a pro-
fessional league match. To see the match and my son
Harmanjot play at Mahilpur is a special feeling for all of us,”
said Harnandan Singh.Ranijit Bajaj, owner of Delhi FC, hopes
that it's a new chapter in Punjab football and the state can
host international matches as well as clubs in the future.
“We are thankful to the Punjab government for supporting
us in this endeavour. To see a crowd of more than 8,000
watching an I-League match here in Mahilpur is proof of
how much Punjabis love football. We also hope to extend
our winning run at this ground. Mabhilpur’s place in Indian
football is unmatchable and we hope to see more talent
emerging from this town for India,” said Bajaj.Harjinder Singh
said, “

At Pune Book Festival, meet the

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

‘World Crisis and the Pathway to Peace’, comprising
speeches and letters by Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the
current ‘khalifa’ or global spiritual leader of the International
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, is among the books being
promoted at the stall. The book addresses global peace
and interfaith harmony, said Ansar Ali Khan, Pune-based
activist of the Ahmadiyya community.“Hazrat Mirza Masroor
Ahmad has addressed various platforms, including the UN
Parliament, the European Parliament, German military head-
quarters, and Capitol Hill in the United States, delivering
profound messages of truth, justice, compassion, and spiri-
tuality. He has presented effective solutions for global con-
flicts and has written letters to world leaders and religious
figures urging them to work for global peace,” Khan said.

The stall also displays books on the Holy Quran, the
life and character of Prophet Muhammad and women’s
rights in Islam.“The response is overwhelming. Several visi-
tors have taken our books and interacted with us at the
book festival,” said Afrid Ahmad, a ‘missionary’ of the
Ahmadiyya community.Pune Book Festival, organised by
National Book Trust, was inaugurated by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on December 14. The festival will con-
clude on December 22.Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was
founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1889 in Punjab, India.
Ahmadiyyas consider Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as ‘The Prom-
ised Messiah’, a “sub-ordinate prophet, from amongst the
followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, to unite man-

Ahmadiyyas promoting global peace

MAD USLIM COMMUNITY

kind in the latter days”. But the Ahmadiyyas are often called
“non-Muslims” by other mainstream Muslims believing
Muhammad as the final prophet.Spread across 200 coun-
tries, the Ahmadiyyas are considered to be a peaceful com-
munity. But they have been facing persecution in Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Indonesia and other
countries.“Ahmadiyya population in Pune is just about 250.
Siraj Ahmad Gidde is our president for Pune. We have never
faced any ill treatment in the city. The local police as well as
officials of different agencies have maintained good con-
tact with the community to ensure that we do not face any
problems,” said Khan.The community has been taking part
in various social activities in Pune. Community members
said they actively helped the needy people during the Covid-
19 outbreak.

In relief to Adani group, Bombay HC
dismisses Dubai firm’s plea challenging
Dharavi redevelopment project award

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

In a major relief to the Adani group, the Bombay High
Court on Friday dismissed a plea by Dubai-based Seclink
Technology Corporation (STC) challenging the formal award
and work order for the Dharavi slum redevelopment project
in favour of Adani Properties Private Limited.A bench of
Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice Amit
Borkar concluded that the grounds urged in the petition
lacked force and effort, and therefore the challenge raised
to the government’s action of cancelling the previous ten-
der and issuing a fresh tender failed. As a result, the writ
petition was dismissed.STC had challenged the July 13,
2023 government resolution (GR) of the state housing de-
partment to formally award the project to Adani Properties
as the lead partner in the project, and the subsequent work
orderissued on July 17 last year.In November 2022, Adani
Properties won the bid to redevelop nearly 259 hectares of
slum area in Central Mumbai. Adani Group was declared
the highest bidder after it quoted Rs 5,069 crore and with
the Rs 2,800-crore payment to the railways, the bid amount
stood at Rs 7,869 crore. This exceeded the Rs 7,200 crore
price bid of Seclink under the old tender, which was can-
celled by the Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government in October 2020. The government had
then said that a new tender would be floated soon.

The project got an impetus in 2016 when the Detailed
Project Report was prepared during the tenure of the BJP-
Shiv Sena government led by Devendra Fadnavis. In No-
vember 2018, the then Fadnavis government approved a
new model for the slum’s redevelopment.Through Senior
Advocate Virendra Tulzapurkar, STC claimed it was a suc-
cessful bidder against the Adani group in January 2019.
However, it added that the tender was not awarded follow-
ing the decision to include railway land in the redevelop-
ment project. It alleged that the government gave away the
project to the Adani group “at a loss to the public exche-
quer”.

Senior Advocate Milind Sathe, appearing for the
Maharashtra government and the Slum Rehabilitation Au-
thority (SRA), said the subsequent government helmed by
Eknath Shinde issued a new tender in 2022 as a fresh 45-
acre plot was found in place of the railway land, and Adani
qualified for the bid.However, the petitioner STC contested
the claim and argued that there had been no material change
between the earlier and present tenders as the railway land
featured in both.The Maharashtra government, through its
housing department, opposed the plea and told the high
court that the new tender issued to the Adani Group was
“absolutely transparent” and “no undue favour” was given

to the highest bidder.The government further claimed that
the new tender had considered rehabilitation and rehousing
even for around 7 lakh non-eligible people, making the re-
development process more “inclusive”. “Itis denied that the
new tender was floated to favour respondent Adani Group,”
the state claimed.As per the old tender, the government
said, non-eligible slum tenements were not entitled to reha-
bilitation and they would have to approach the nodal agency
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).It added
that the new tender placed a liability on the bidder for a mini-
mum payment of Rs 2,800 crore to the Railway Land De-
velopment Authority (RLDA) as land owned by the railways
was included in the redevelopment project. The government
said that Seclink, which allegedly claimed that the condi-
tions of the new tender did not suit it, did not make any
suggestions in view of the new tender notice and “chose
not to participate in the process” but made “vague allega-
tions instead”.

Traffic home quard injured in it
and-1un at Telugu Thaliflyover

Hyderabad: A traffic home guard officer sustained in-
juries in a hit-and-run incident at Telugu Thalli flyover early
on Friday.

Saifabad Traffic Home Guard Kishtaiah, who was on
duty at the Telugu Thalli flyover new signal, was hit by an
unidentified bike at around 1 am.

According to other motorists, the biker, coming from
Igbal Minar towards the Dr BR Ambedkar statue on the Tank
Bund, rammed him at a high speed.The biker fled without
seeing the condition of the injured Kishtaiah. The other mo-
torists took him to the hospital. The police registered a case
and are investigating.

Period of investigation, police
custoay has not changed in
BNSS: Kamataka High Court -

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The Karnataka High Court has observed that the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) has not
changed with regard to the required period of investigation
for crimes and the allowed period for police custody, not-
withstanding slight differences in the wording of the corre-
sponding Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) section. The
BNSS replaced the CrPC in July this year.“A slight tweak
in the new regime qua 187(3) of BNSS in juxtaposition to
Section 167(2) of the earlier regime — the Cr.P.C. has not
changed the purpose of the provision....,” a bench of Jus-
tice M Nagaprasanna said in an order on December 13.
The order was made available recently.

The high court was hearing a plea challenging a
Mangaluru magistrate’s order rejecting police custody for
the accused in an abetment to suicide case. The counsel
for the prosecution argued that since it was a case where
the punishment could go up to 10 years, Section 187 of the
BNSS, which outlines the procedure when an investigation
cannot be completed in 24 hours, allows investigation up to
90 days, within which the police custody for 15 days could
be availed of between the first and sixtieth day of the
investigation.However, the bench said that if the prosecu-
tion wanted 90 days to file its final report, it would only be for
an offence that has a minimum sentence of 10 years. “If
the offence now alleged against these accused are noticed,
it does not have a threshold minimum sentence of ten years,
but it is extendable up to ten years. Therefore, the term can
be between one year to ten years. If it is one year to ten
years, Section 187(3) of BNSS cannot be pressed into ser-
vice for the purpose of police custody or any other reason
for that matter, as the investigation for offences punishable
upto ten years must get completed in 60 days,” the high
court said, adding that “it is only in few cases where it re-
lates to life, death or ten years or more, the investigation
can be for 90 days”.The court further clarified, “In the case
at hand, the offence is punishable up to ten years, there-
fore, the police custody is only from day one to day
forty.”The difference between the wording of the current
BNSS provision and the old CRPC provision is that the
former allows a 90-day investigation for offences with a term
of “ten years or more” while the CRPC provision states that
it should be “not less than ten years”.Having made these
observations, the court rejected the petition of the prosecu-
tion.

Karmataka Deputy CM rules out
any Interference in police action
against BJP leader Ravi

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on
Friday ruled out any interference in the police action and
arrest of BJP MLC C T Ravi, for allegedly using a deroga-
tory word against Minister Laxmi Hebbalkar.Calling Ravi a
“filthy mouth”, he accused the former BJP national general
secretary of using derogatory words against several people
in the past.“Will they go and do a BJP meeting at Khanapur
police station? (referring to BJP leaders meeting Ravi at
station) ... police have shown too much courtesy towards
him. Police conduct is also not correct. How did the police
allow it (meeting)? We are not interfering in anything,”
Shivakumar said.

Speaking to reporters, he said, “Family members or
one or two people can go and meet, but they were having a
meeting inside (the police station)...then what is this alle-
gation of attempting to kill him (Ravi)?” Ravi has accused
the police of “violating” human rights, as he alleged that they
took him on rounds the entire night to various places in the
district, following his arrest.He has even claimed that po-
lice were behaving on the directions of someone from the
“top”, and hit out at the state government and the adminis-
tration, calling it “dictatorial”. Terming Hebbalkar’s support-
ers’ anger against Ravi as “natural”, the Deputy CM said,
“their leader, their daughter was insulted. Why are they —
BJP protesting now? They are doing it because their leader
is affected.” Calling Ravi a “filthy” mouth, he said, “This is
not new for him (Ravi). He had used words against several
people in the past...he had even called CM Siddaramaiah
as Siddaramulla Khan....this is his culture.” Based on the
complaint lodged by Minister Hebbalkar, a case was regis-
tered against the BJP leader under sections 75 (sexual
harassment) and 79 (word, gesture or act intended to insult
the modesty of a woman) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
on Thursday.Ravi allegedly used a derogatory word against
Hebbalkar in the Legislative Council on Thursday, when the
House was adjourned for a while.Responding to a ques-
tion, Shivakumar said he would release the audio/video of
the incident inside the Council if the media don’t have them.

By bullding Ram temple, one
can't become a Hindu leader
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat

While speaking at Vishwaguru Bharat, a lecture se-
ries organised in Pune city, Bhagwat said, “By building Ram
temple, which is a matter of faith of Hindus, one does not
become a Hindu leader. Ram temple is a matter of faith for
Indians. Under the burden of the past, we should not resort
to extreme hatred, malice, enmity and after raising doubts,
we should not rake up new issues”.The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief said for ages, people of differ-
entreligions, castes, creeds, and ideologies have been liv-
ing in harmony in the country. “And that's why we should
forget the language of divisiveness, minority-majority dis-
crimination, fight for supremacy, and we should unite under
our inclusive culture,” he said.Bhagwat said despite having
advanced facilities and wealth, the world lacks peace. "And
that is the reason why the world needs a guru... India can
fulfil that need... Vishwaguru is the one who forgets caste .
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Sukhu on ‘Rs 25-crore graft’ letter: ‘BJP MLA  Medical waste from Kerala dumped in Tamil
sought my forgiveness and I’ve forgiven him’

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu Thursday re-
jected all corruption-related allegations during the discus-
sion initiated under Rule 62 as the Opposition under the
Leader of Opposition (LOP) Jai Ram Thakur walked out of
the House.Responding to the allegation pertaining to an
anonymous letter mentioning alleged graft of Rs 25 crore,
Sukhu informed the House, “An FIR was lodged in this con-
nection. The name of BJP MLA Janak Raj from Bharmour
came to light during the course of investigation. He came to
me and claimed he doesn’t know how a picture of the letter
was clicked from his office in Bharmour. The picture was
clicked by one of the supporters called Manoj Kumar
Sharma. He sought my forgiveness and | have forgiven
him. But as his own party raised this issue, | have to clear
my position. That letter was only to malign the image of the
CM’s office and government.”

The BJP had levelled allegations of corruption against
the Suku government saying that an anonymous letter was
sent to the Prime Minister’'s Office mentioning the alleged
bribe of Rs 25 crore for favouring a private
company.However, when contacted, first-time MLA Janak
Raj rejected the CM’s claim that he had sought the CM’s
forgiveness. “Why should | plead with him when | didn’t do
any wrong? | will raise this issue in the House tomorrow. |
wanted to raise an objection in the House today but was not
allowed. | will speak on this issue in the House tomorrow.
The anonymous letter was received in my office by post.
One of my supporters had clicked a picture of that letter
from my office but without my knowledge,” Janak Raj told .

Responding to the allegations of the Opposition that
certain close people of CM were recently arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for illegal mining, the CM in-
formed the House, “Everybody knows that a person named

Gyan Chand is a businessman. During Assembly elections,
he supports me and during parliamentary elections, he sup-
ports the sitting Member of Parliament. Another person ar-
rested by the ED is also a supporter of BJP MLA. | have
been in political life for the last three decades. There is nota
single allegation against my image. Law will take its own
course.”Clarifying his government’s stand on one-time
settlement (OTS) policy under which a loan of crores of
rupees of Congress leader Satpal Raizada was waived off
by the Kangra Co-operative Bank, Sukhu said, “OTS rules
are framed by the Reserve Bank of India. Satpal Raizada
was not the only one whose loan was waived off. Raizada
was among around 7,000 people who benefited through
OTS.”The CM also attacked BJP Rajya Sabha MP Harsh
Mahajan in the House, mentioning that he was the chair-
man of Kangra Co-operative Bank between 2013-17. Later,
he quit the Congress and joined the BJP. “When Harsh
Mahajan was the chairman of Kangra Co-operative Bank,
BJP had levelled allegations of tampering of records against
him. Jai Ram Thakur came to power and ordered a vigi-
lance probe.

The man joined BJP and within a few days, CM Jai
Ram Thakur’s government gave him a clean chit,” Sukhu
said.The opposition leaders walked out of the House when
CM Sukhu started speaking on the excise policy scam al-
leged by BJP MLA Randhir Sharma. As the CM said that
his government has earned a revenue of Rs 600 crore
through the new excise policy, the Opposition shouted slo-
gans that he is misleading the House.At the outset of the
second day of inter session, Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania urged CM Sukhu and LoP Jai Ram Thakur to first
initiate the business of the House including the question hour,
discussion on the introduced bills while deferring the dis-
cussion on corruption for the time being. However, the LoP
preferred to continue the discussion.During his address to
the House, Jai Ram Thakur said, “The government always
misunderstood the opposition. We didn’t call the memoran-
dum submitted to the Governor over corruption a
chargesheet but named it kachcha-chitha. We are warning
the government and giving you time to correct yourself. Why
are tainted officers continuing in your government?”Jai Ram
Thakur also commented on Sukhu mentioning investiga-
tion over missing samosas, registration of FIR over junglee
murga and toilet tax. He said, “The opposition is not making
these issues on its own but your government has been
making these issues.”After hearing Sukhu, however, the
Speaker rejected the issue of corruption brought under Rule
62 in the House.

Delhi Police arrest 3 for selling dead man’s

house by forging documents in Dwarka

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The Delhi Police said Thursday they have arrested
three people, including a 70-year-old woman and her son,
for allegedly illegally selling a property in Dwarka’s Sector
6, using forged documents after the original owner died in
2023.Ankit Singh, Deputy Commissioner Of Police
(Dwarka), said the complainant had reported that the prop-
erty in Badhwar Apartment, owned by his deceased brother-
in-law, had been fraudulently transferred and sold for Rs.
1.85 crore to a buyer, Sunny Yadav. “The complainant
claimed that the documents were forged after the death of
his brother-in-law in 2023. He further said that his sister
died in 2019 and the couple had no children,” said Singh.

Accordingly, a case was registered under sections
420, 467, 468, 471, 380, 120B and 34 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and an investigation was taken up by a team
led by Inspector Sanjeev Mandal (SHO Dwarka South),
under supervision of M L Meena, ACP, Dwarka.Iln Octo-
ber, the police arrested Sarabjeet Singh and Pawandeep
Singh, both 43, with the help of technical and manual sur-
veillance. During interrogation, the police learnt that

Pawandeep, a property dealer, had masterminded the plot.
“He, along with his associates, forged the documents in the
name of Sarabjeet’s mother, Rajender Kaur, to facilitate the
sale. After Sarabjeet’s arrest, Pawandeep went into hiding
and was arrested in Himachal Pradesh,” said Singh.Kaur,
who had been on the run, was arrested on December 9 and
admitted her involvement, stating that she was offered
money to allow the forgery in her name.

HP govt spends Rs 84.90L yearly on
seven persons with Cabinet rank

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The Himachal Pradesh government spends Rs 84.90
lakh every year on salaries and allowances of seven indi-
viduals with Cabinet ranks, including three MLAs. The in-
formation was shared by Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, in a written reply in the Vidhan Sabha, on the sec-
ond day of the ongoing Winter Session. The information has
been furnished in response to BJP’s Bilaspur MLA Trilok
Jamwal’s question.Two of the seven individuals — MLA
RS Bali, Chairman of the Himachal Pradesh Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (HPTDC), and Kehar Singh Khachi,
Vice-Chairman of the Himachal Pradesh Forest Develop-
ment Corporation — do not draw salaries or allowances
from the state exchequer, as per the information tabled in
the House.

Gokul Butail, Principal Advisor (Digital) to the Chief
Minister, has surrendered his Rs 2.50 lakh monthly salary
and has been taking only Re 1 as token money, but draws
Rs 32,822 monthly as vehicle and fuel allowances, it
said.The seven persons who have been accorded Cabinet
ranks are Political Adviser to the CM Sunil Sharma, Princi-
pal Media Advisor to the CM Naresh Chauhan, Principal
Advisor (Digital) to the CM Gokul Butail, Chairman of the
Seventh Pay Commission Nand Lal, Vice-chairman of the
Himachal Pradesh Forest Development Corporation Kehar
Singh Khachi, Vice-Chairman of the State Planning Board
MLA Bhawani Singh Pathania and Chairman of the
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation
(HPTDC) MLA RS Bali.The government informed the
House, “Sunil Sharma is drawing Rs 2.50 lakh salary, along
with Rs 19,132 monthly vehicle and fuel allowance; Naresh
Chauhan is drawing Rs 2.50 lakh salary, along with Rs
20,000 residence allowance and Rs 25,910 fuel and ve-
hicle allowance every month; Gokul Butail is taking just Re
1 as token money as honorarium, surrendering his Rs 2.50

lakh salary but drawing Rs 32,822 vehicle and fuel allow-
ances every month; Nand Lal, who is also an elected MLA,
is drawing Rs 40,462 monthly vehicle and fuel allowance
every month; and MLA Bhawani Singh Pathania has been
drawing Rs 69,000 vehicle and fuel allowance every
month.”The matter related to salary and allowances to be
given to Khachi was pending before the Himachal Pradesh
State Forest Development Corporation Ltd (HPSFDC).The
Opposition BJP has been criticising Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu-led Congress government for giv-
ing “undue benefits to their favourites”.

n Pune, season’s first cold wave to
retreatinthe next few days

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The present dip in temperature in Pune would be the
first cold wave the district has experienced this winter. Over
the last few days, Pune’s temperature has been hovering
in single digits with the city recording the season’s lowest
of 7.8 degree Celsius on December 16, after which the tem-
peratures have been in the range of 8-8.5 degree. Parts of
the district, like NDA, have seen the mercury falling to 6
degree Celsius.Anupam Kashyapi, former head of weather
forecasting, India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD),
said the present cold wave
in isolated parts of the dis-
trict would wane in the next
5-7 days as the wind pat-
terns change. “The present
cold wave is mostly due to
the incursion of cold Northern winds into the state,” he
said.The lack of moisture has also continued to increase
the “feel” of cold — the chill factor in the air. “But the mini-
mum temperature is increasing and chances of the cold
wave are likely to reduce further for the next 5-7 days due
to changes in wind pattern,” said Kashyapi.Most parts of
North India have reported a cold wave with mercury in single
digits in many places.The incursion of moisture-laden winds
from the Bay of Bengal will restrict the entry of cold winds
from the north of the country. However, parts of Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh are expected to receive some
rain.Earlier this month, in its monthly forecast IMD said that
the minimum temperature would be higher than normal in
many parts of the country.

Nadu: Green tribunal issues ultimatum

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The southern bench of the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has issued a three-day ultimatum to the Kerala gov-
ernment to remove hazardous biomedical and solid waste
that was allegedly illegally dumped in Tamil Nadu.The court’s
stern directive follows reports of clandestine dumping op-
erations that pose environmental hazards to parts of Tamil
Nadu’s border districts. The tribunal order was issued by a
bench of Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana and expert mem-
ber K Satyagopal. The bench instructed Kerala to either re-
trieve the waste or enter into an agreement with Tamil Nadu’s
Common Biomedical Waste Treatment Facility for safe dis-
posal.

“Kerala should take back the waste or formalise a
Memorandum of Understanding for its scientific disposal
without delay,” the order said. Tamil Nadu’s government
pleader, D Shanmuganathan, informed the bench that Kerala
had failed to honour a previous June 2024 directive to pay
Rs 69,000 for cleanup efforts in Nanguneri, where similar
dumping had occurred.The illegal dumping of biomedical
waste, reportedly sourced from hospitals and municipal es-
tablishments in Kerala, has sparked outrage. Truckloads
of hazardous materials have been found abandoned in wa-

ter bodies, farmlands, and forests in Tirunelveli district. The
NGT initiated a suo motu case following investigative re-
ports highlighting the environmental hazards posed by these
practices.Local activists allege that unauthorised waste col-
lectors transport the waste under the cover of darkness,
evading border checks. Tamil Nadu officials are conduct-
ing assessments to quantify the volume of waste dumped
across multiple sites, including Kodaganallur, Palavoor,
Kondanagaram, and Sivalarkulam.FIRs have been lodged
with the Suthamalli police against the entities responsible,
invoking Sections 271 and 272 of the Indian Penal Code,
alongside provisions of the Environment Protection Act.This
is not the first instance of Kerala’s waste being dumped in
Tamil Nadu. Past incidents in Nanguneri, Theni, and
Anamalai have drawn sharp criticism.

“Despite judicial orders and public protest, Tamil
Nadu’s border districts continue to bear the brunt of these
violations,” said a senior official of Tamil Nadu’s Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB).Kerala’s Pollution Control Board
(KSPCB) has admitted lapses. Advocate V K Rema Smirithi,
representing KSPCB, told the tribunal, “Some unauthorised
waste collectors, not recognised by the government, were
indulging in this illegality.” The tribunal responded by de-
manding stringent action against these operators.The cri-
sis has also triggered political reactions. Tamil Nadu BJP
president K Annamalai accused the DMK government of
failing to safeguard the state’s environmental and territorial
integrity. Annamalai said southern districts, particularly
Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, and Tenkasi, have become the
dump yards of the Kerala government. “Biomedical waste,
plastic waste, and poultry waste are being illegally dumped
in Tamil Nadu, and checkposts have turned into collection
centres,” he said, alleging collusion at the highest
levels.Annamalai warned of mass protests and threatened
to march to Kerala to return the waste if the situation
persists.According to the Biomedical Waste Management
Rules, 2016, such materials must be treated in dedicated
facilities to prevent contamination.

Atter FIR in Formula E case, new probe into Hyderabad
road toll contract brings further scrutiny on KTR

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has an-
nounced that a Special Investigation Team (SIT) would be
formed to probe alleged irregularities in the contract awarded
to a private company to collect tolls on the Hyderabad Outer
Ring Road (ORR).After coming to power last December,
the state Congress government has raised allegations about
the contract to collect tolls along the 158-km road, which is
operated by the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Au-
thority (HMDA) and comes under the Ministry of Municipal
Administration and Urban Development (MAUD), which was
headed by K T Rama Rao in the previous BRS
government.Revanth Reddy’s announcement of the SIT in
the Legislative Assembly on Thursday comes on the same
day that Rama Rao, known as KTR, was booked by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau in a separate case related to alleged
irregularities in payments made to bring the Formula E car
racing event to Hyderabad during the BRS government’s
tenure.Ordering the latest probe, CM Reddy said the toll
collection contract was valued at Rs 7,380 crore while the
estimated revenue was Rs 18,000 crore over a 30-year
period. “This gap between the contract value and projected
revenues reeks of corruption and fiscal mismanagement.

There is proof that IRB Infrastructure Developers Limited
donated to BRS party,” the CM alleged.Earlier on Thurs-
day, the ACB filed a case into alleged irregularities related
to the payment of Rs 45 crore to hold the Formula E race in
Hyderabad in 2023, when KTR was MAUD minister. KTR
was named the primary accused in the case, former MAUD
principal secretary Arvind Kumar was named the second
accused and former Hyderabad Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) chief engineer BLN Reddy was the third
accused.

From expressive art to discussions on blame: How Bihar
cops are being trained to deal with violence against women

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Sessions in which police personnel play themselves
as well as victims of crimes against women, and subse-
quent discussions on where the blame lies were part of a
new training programme to sensitise Bihar police on inter-
acting with victims of gender-based violence. It started with
the government bringing in public policy experts, who, over
the last few months, helped create an innovative curricu-
lum to “change the mindset” of police towards women.One
of these experts, Nishith Prakash, a professor of Public
Policy and Economics at Northeastern University in Bos-
ton, told The Indian Express that their first task was to un-
derstand the police personnel, “from health status of police
officers to infrastructure at police stations”, before provid-
ing them gender-based training with the help of art and the-
atre.

The experts surveyed police personnel from 419 sta-
tions across 12 Bihar districts. The sample represented
about 37 per cent of the police force.In terms of health is-
sues, Prakash said, “We found that gastrointestinal issues
ranked first, followed by arthritis, hypertension, and
diabetes.”As for our focus area of gender-based violence,
the survey showed that in 40 per cent of cases, the police
officers blamed victims... Again in 40 per cent of cases,
they asked irrelevant questions, and in 15 per cent of cases,
the officers used foul language against complainants,” he
said.According to NCRB data, more than 20,000 cases of
violence against women were registered in Bihar in 2022.
Of these cases, 40 per cent of women aged between 18
and 49 years experienced physical or sexual violence from
their current partner.

Considering all of this, to help the police better deal
with such cases, experts designed a 21-hour curriculum.The
training was imparted over three days for 25 officers each
in shifts. This way, 1,405 officers, out of the 3,526 surveyed,
were given training.The surveyors also spoke to 1,811
women constables, the wives of 217 officers, and 307 vic-
tims of gender-based violence over the last few
months.Vandana Pandey, a theatre and art-based facilita-
tor and founder of cultural organisation Rang Karwan, who
has been part of several training sessions for police offic-
ers, said: “Rather than delivering mundane lectures, we
applied theatre and expressive art in which police officers
played the parts of police, society, and victims. At the end

of each session, we would ask who is to blame. We would
also try to highlight the social and moral aspects of
policing.” At the end of the three-day session, the police
officers returned with the other side of stories — mainly the
victims’ side. A sense of empathy towards complainants
did develop in police officers after the end of training,” Pandey
said.The experts involved in preparing the curriculum were
Nisthith Prakash, Sophia Amaral of the World Bank, and
Maria Micaela Sviatschi from Princeton University.

Prakash said, “We have now found that about 65 per
cent of police officers referred to a new handbook on deal-
ing with gender-based violence.”A senior police officer at
state headquarters said, “While such kind of innovative train-
ing would surely help police better understand women-re-
lated cases, the state government has also set an example
by reserving 35 per cent seats in government jobs for
women. As per 2020 data, Bihar had 25.3 per cent of women
in its police force, surpassing Himachal Pradesh (19.5 per
cent) and Tamil Nadu (18.5 per cent).”

Akbarudain Owaisi exposes
Congress false claims on
outstanding liabilities

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Hyderabad: AIMIM Floor Leader Akbaruddin Owaisi
exposed the Congress government’s narrative on the State
finances stating that as per the RBI’s report on ‘State Fi-
nances — a Study on State budgets 2024-25’, Telangana’s
outstanding liabilities, including outstanding guarantees was
Rs.4,32,154 crore as on March 31, 2024 against Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka’s claims of
Rs.7,11,911 crore.The State government should convince
the RBI, which released the report on Thursday, to con-
sider its figures on the outstanding liabilities rather than con-
vincing the members in the House, he said, asking the Min-
ister to quote the latest figures, and not obsolete figures.

Since the Congress government came to power, there
have been several discussions in the Assembly on the State
finances. An attempt was being made to present a bad pic-
ture on Telangana’s finances, which was against the State
interests, he said in the Assembly.Considering the last seven
months total receipts, which was Rs.1,25,990 crore and
the total expenditure, including salaries, subsidies, loans
etc, it was Rs.1,23,799 crore. Still the State was left with
nearly Rs.2,190 crore, he explained.Taking serious objec-
tion over the Congress government’s efforts to present
Telangana’s finances in poor condition just to corner the
previous BRS government, the AIMIM floor leader said this
did not augur well for the people.“We want investments to
come to Telangana and people should reap benefits. Gen-
erally, when a lender wants to lend money, he checks the

repayment capacity.
o0 O
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Chaos at party workers’ funeral, Congress

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Chaos at party workers’ funeral, Cong says BJP mem-
bers tried to disruptA police team at Congress party office
in Lucknow on Thursday in connection with the death of a
youth. The funeral of a 28-year-old Youth Congress worker
turned chaotic at his native village in Gorakhpur on Thurs-

says BJP members tried to disrupt

day after state Congress Chief Ajay Rai arrived to pay his
last respects.“He (Prabhat Pandey) was our party worker,
and we wanted to offer him our last respect. But the BJP
workers are doing politics. The family has the right to stop
anyone, but instead it was BJP leaders indulging into poli-
tics. It is the government, who is responsible for the death
of our worker and we would fight for justice,” said
Rai.Meanwhile, police have started a probe into the murder
FIR, based on a complaint filed by Prabhat’s father.On
Wednesday, the Congress said that the 28-year-old died
during a protest in Lucknow and cited “police brutality” as
the cause of her death.The police, however, denied the
charge, saying the youth was last seen at the Congress
party office, where he was found unconscious and no ex-
ternal injury marks were found on his body.Pandey’s body
was brought home for last rites on Thursday. His grieving
father, Deepak Pandey, broke down, saying, “This is the
result of my deeds. My only son is gone.” His mother fainted
at the funeral site, while his grandfather, a retired postal
employee, was in shock and unable to speak.

Shocked by Shah’s comment on
Ambedkar, the way he belittled him

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Thursday said that
she was shocked at Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s re-
cent remarks about B R Ambedkar and the way he was
being “belittled”.Addressing a gathering during the inaugu-
ration of the ‘Kolkata Christmas Festival’, at Allen Park in
Park Street, Banerjee said, “l am shocked at the comments
made about Babasaheb Ambedkar... | feel bad seeing
Babasaheb belittled.”On Tuesday, a controversy erupted
over Amit Shah’s speech in the Rajya Sabha during a de-
bate on the Constitution, when he said, “It has become a
fashion to say Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar’. If they had taken God’s
name so many times, they would have got a place in
heaven.”

Banerjee on Wednesday claimed that Shah’s remarks
in about B R Ambedkar were a display of the BJP’s “casteist
and anti-Dalit mindset”.“The mask has fallen! As Parliament
reflects on 75 glorious years of the Constitution, HM
@AmitShah chose to TARNISH this occasion with DE-
ROGATORY remarks against Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar,
that too in the temple of Democracy. This is a display of
BJP’s CASTEIST and ANTI-DALIT mindset. If this is how
they behave after being reduced to 240 seats, imagine the
damage they would’ve inflicted if their dream of 400 seats
had been realised. They’d have rewritten history to entirely
erase Dr. Ambedkar’s contributions,” Banerjee posted on

@

X on Wednesday.

Terming the remarks as derogatory, the CM claimed
that it was an insult to the millions of people who look up to
Ambedkar for guidance and inspiration. “.... Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar is the Father of the Constitution, this outrageous
remark is not only an outright attack on him but all mem-
bers of the Drafting Committee of the Constitution...,” she
further wrote on X.Meanwhile, during her address CM
Banerijee alleged that the BJP-led central government “omit-
ted December 25 from the list of national holidays”. “Cen-
tral government canceled the December 25 holiday... In
our state, it'll continue. In our state, all festivals are celebrated
by people of all creeds, castes and religions,” she said.

Fake Indian passport case: 1 held, copies of Indian
passports found; Detective Dept takes over investigation

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

passport fraud, fake passports, bangladeshi nationals
given indian passports, kolkata, kolkata news, west bengal,
west bengal news, mea,The probe further reveals that Das
was assigned to fabricate various documents for obtaining
fake passports, like income tax returns and other tax-re-
lated documents.A day after the Kolkata Police launched a
major passport fraud investigation, the police on Tuesday
night arrested a man, Dipankar Das from Becharam
Chatterjee Street in the Parnasree Thana area in connec-
tion with the case. He was produced in the Alipore court on
Wednesday, which remanded him to police custody till De-
cember 26.The arrest comes amid the ongoing investiga-

tion, now taken up by the detective department, after it was
discovered that 73 Indian passports were allegedly issued
to Bangladesh nationals using “forged documents”.

Police found forged income tax returns documents,
seals of two state-owned banks, computers, printers dur-
ing raids at Das’s premises . “Authorities recovered photo-
copies of 36 Indian passports, along with Schengen and
UK visas,” said an official.As per sources, Das alone alleg-
edly created 3,000 fake passports.While the Kolkata Police
is actively investigating the racket and its connections to
other regions, authorities believe that 73 individuals have
already traveled abroad using these fraudulent
passports.Four persons including Samaresh Biswas and
his son, Ripon Biswas, believed to be the main conspira-
tors along with two temporary post office employees,
Deepak Mondal, and Tarakanath Sen, have already been
arrested.As per the investigation, a sophisticated operation
was led by Biswas and his son Ripon, who allegedly cre-
ated fake passports. They engaged two post office tempo-
rary workers, Tarakanath Sen and Deepak Mondal, to fa-
cilitate the acquisition of fake passports for Bangladeshi
nationals.The probe further reveals that Das was assigned
to fabricate various documents for obtaining fake pass-
ports, like income tax returns and other tax-related docu-
ments.

2 Bangladesh militants held in
joint op with Assam Police

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Bangladesh militants, Bangladesh militants arrested,
West Bengal police, Assam Special Task Force, Kolkata
news, WEst Bengal news, Indian express, current
affairsAccording to the Assam Police five people were ar-
rested, among whom two are from West Bengal, one from
Kerala and two others are from Dhubri. The police also sus-
pect that the accused were allegedly planning some vio-
lence. However, the matter is under investigation.In a joint
operation, the Special Task Force of Assam and West Ben-
gal police have arrested two suspected militants from
Murshidabad’s Hariharpara on Thursday. Those arrested
have been identified as Abbas Sheikh, a resident of Baharan
area and Minarul Sheikh, a resident of Kedartala and the
police suspect that they were allegedly working as linkmen
of Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen and JMB from India.

The arrests were made during an early morning raid
and the police recovered four mobile phones, a pen drive,
Islamic religious books and fake documents from the
suspects.“Abbas Sheikh was arrested earlier in a fake pass-
port case,” said an official, adding that both the individuals
are being interrogated to gather information.According to

the Assam Police five people were arrested, among whom
two are from West Bengal, one from Kerala and two others
are from Dhubri. The police also suspect that the accused
were allegedly planning some violence. However, the mat-
ter is under investigation.

Parmeet, Arya shines

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Hyderabad: Parmeet smashed an unbeaten 102 (13x4,
3x6) in Ameerpet’s 13-run win over SK Blues in the HCA C
Division One-Day League Championship on Thursday.
Aditya (4/46) was the standout bowler for SK Blues, who

fell short in the chase by 13 runs, finishing at 237/8 in 40
overs.

In the other match, Arya’s five-wicket haul (5/21)
helped Reliance clinch commanding 184-run victory over
Raju CA. Shanmukh’s unbeaten 106 and Pranay’s 77 guided
Reliance to 296/3 in 50 overs. In reply, Raju CA crumbled
as Arya and Prathamesh (3/33) wreaked havoc, dismiss-
ing Raju CA for 112 in 34.3 overs.

Brief Scores: C Division One-Day League: Ameerpet
250/6 in 40 overs (Parmeet 102 no, Sukhbeer 44, Aditya 4/
46) bt SK Blues 237/8 in 40 overs (Anshul 46, Manpreeth 3/
35); Reliance 296/3 in 50 overs (Pranay 77, Shanmukh 106
no) bt Raju CA 112 in 34.3 overs (Prathamesh 3/33, Arya
5/21); Superstars 165 in 34.1 overs (Karthik 65, Jai Keerth
5/28) lost to VP Willowmen 166/6 in 31.3 overs (Akhileshwar
48);U-14 Boys One-Day Knockout Tournament: World One
School 96 in 29.2 overs (Anshul 51, Anas 4/26) lost to
Adilabad Dist 107/3 in 20.3 overs;

Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain laid to rest in San
Francisco, percussionist Sivamani pays musical tribute

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Zakir Hussain was laid to rest on Thursday (Decem-
ber 19, 2024) at a San Francisco cemetery as renowned
percussionist A, Sivamani and other artistes performed on
their drums at a little distance away in a tribute to the tabla
maestro.Hussain, one of the world’s most accomplished
percussionists, died at a San Francisco hospital on Mon-
day (December 16, 2024) due to complications arising from
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, a lung disease. He was
73.Hundreds of his admirers gathered at Hussain's funeral
to pay their last respects. Sivamani and several other mu-
sicians played drums at a little distance away to pay him a
tribute.Mr. Sivamani told PTI Video, "Rhythm is God, that
is you Zakir bhai. | learned a lot in our journey from 1982 till
now. Every moment you are here with us in the rhythm.
Every time | hit the rhythm, you are there. We love you
Zakir Bhai. Have a lovely journey. Please give my pranam
to all the masters."

Hussain, the son of the legendary tabla player Alla
Rakha, revolutionised the instrument, taking it beyond the
limits of classical music to other forms, including jazz and

Western classical. The celebrated musician, one of India’s
most well-known, received four Grammy Awards in his
career spanning six decades, including three at the 66th
Grammy Awards earlier this year.Hussain is survived by
his wife Antonia Minnecola and daughters Anisa Qureshi
and Isabella Qureshi.Hussain received the Padma Shri in
1988, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Padma
Vibhushan in 2023.In his career spanning six decades, the
musician worked with several renowned international and
Indian artistes, but it was his 1973 musical project with En-
glish guitarist John McLaughlin, violinist L. Shankar, and
percussionist T.H. 'Vikku' Vinayakram that brought together
Indian classical and elements of jazz in a fusion hitherto
unknown.Sivamani after Hussain's death in a Facebook
post said he would go to San Francisco to see him for the
last time."No Zakir Bhai, you cannot leave us like this. This
is just unbelievable. I'm on the way to San Francisco. | want
to see you, one last time. | want to hold your hands, my
brother, my Guru. I'm devastated. life will never be the same
again," Mr. Sivamani had said.Messages of condolence
poured in on social media as the news of Hussain's de-
mise spread.Prime Minister Narendra Modi called him a
true genius who revolutionised the world of Indian classical
music.Grammy winner musician Ricky Kej remembered
Hussain for his "immense humility, approachable
nature"."One of the greatest musicians and personalities
India has ever produced. Along with being the best himself,
Zakirji was known for...being responsible for the careers of
numerous musicians, who are now forces to reckon with
themselves. He was a treasure trove of skill and knowl-
edge and always shared and encouraged the entire music
community through collaborations and his actions. His
legacy will live on forever, and his influence will be felt for
generations. He left us too soon," Mr. Kej had written on X
after his demise.

Delhi-Noida Direct flyway to
remain toll-free, says Supreme Court

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The Supreme Court on Friday (December 20, 2024)
ruled that the Delhi-Noida-Direct (DND) flyway will be toll-
free as it dismissed a plea by a private firm challenging the
2016 decision of the Allahabad High Court order asking it to
stop collecting toll from commuters.The decision will ben-
efit lakhs of people who commute daily on the flyway.A
bench of Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan held that
awarding a contract to private firm Noida Toll Bridge Com-
pany Limited (NTBCL) to collect toll from commuters ply-
ing on the DND flyway was unjust, unfair and arbitrary.“There
is no reason for the collection of user or toll fee to continue.
We hold that the agreement (for toll collection) is invalid,”
the bench said.lt pulled up the NOIDA authority for delegat-
ing toll collection to private firm NTBCL, which did not have
any prior experience and said it has resulted in unjust
enrichment.The bench said NOIDA overstepped its authority
by delegating the powers to NTBCL to collect or levy fees
and it has led the general public to part with hundreds of
crores of rupees.

The High Court, in October 2016, had ruled that there
will be no toll collected henceforth from those using the 9.2
km-long, eight-lane Delhi-Noida Direct flyway. The order
was passed as the High Court allowed a PIL by the Fed-
eration of Noida Residents' Welfare Association.The PIL,

filed in 2012, had challenged the “levy and collection of toll
in the name of user fee by the Noida Toll Bridge Company”.In
an over 100-page judgment, the high court had held, “the
user fee which is being levied/realised is not supported by
the legal provisions relied upon by the Concessionaire
(Noida Toll Bridge Company), Infrastructure Leaning and
Financial Services (promoter and developer of the project)
and the Noida Authority.”It had said the “right to levy and
collect user fee from the commuters as conferred upon the
Concessionaire under the concession agreement suffers
from excessive delegation and is contrary to the provisions
of the U.P. Industrial Development Act”.

Strict provisions of law for women's welfare;
marriage not commercial venture: SC

The Supreme Court on Thursday (December 19, 2024)
said the strict provisions of law were for the welfare of women
and not means to "chastise, threaten, domineer or extort"
their husbands.Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Pankaj Mithal
observed a Hindu marriage was considered to be a sacred
institution, as a foundation for a family and not a "commer-
cial venture".Notably, the bench observed the invocation of
IPC sections including rape, criminal intimidation and sub-
jecting a married woman to cruelty— as a "combined pack-
age" in most of the complaints related to matrimonial dis-
putes— was condemned by the top court on several
occasions."The women need to be careful about the fact
that these strict provisions of law in their hands are benefi-
cial legislations for their welfare and not means to chastise,
threaten, domineer or extort from their husbands," it said.

The observations came when the bench dissolved the
marriage between an estranged couple on the ground of its
irretrievable breakdown."The provisions in the criminal law
are for the protection and empowerment of women but
sometimes are used by certain women more for purposes
that they are never meant for," the bench said.The hus-
band in the case was ordered to pay ?12 crore as perma-
nent alimony to the estranged wife as a full and final settle-
ment for all her claims within a month.The bench however
commented on cases, where the wife and her family tended
to use a criminal complaint with these serious offences as
a platform for negotiation and as a tool to get the husband
and his family to comply with their demands, which were
mostly monetary in nature.It said the police were some-
times quick to jump into action in selective cases and ar-
rest the husband or even his relatives, including aged and
bedridden parents and grandparents with trial courts refrain-
ing from giving bail to accused owing to the "gravity of the
offences" in the FIR."The collective effect of this chain of
events is often overlooked by the actual individual players
involved therein, which is that even minor disputes between
husband and wife tend to snowball into ugly prodigious
battles of ego and reputation and washing dirty linen in pub-
lic, eventually leading to the relationship turning sour to the
extent that there remains no possibility of a reconciliation or
cohabitation," it said. The apex court noted a plea was filed
before it by the wife seeking transfer of a divorce petition
filed under section 13 (1) of Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 pend-
ing in a court in Bhopal to a court in Pune.The husband had
sought dissolution of marriage under Article 142(1) of the
Constitution.The court said the parties and their family mem-
bers were involved in numerous litigations during the brief
period of their marital relationship.The bench said the mar-
riage did not really take off at all, observing no continuous
cohabitation of the estranged couple.Considering the point
of alimony, the court said the wife claimed the estranged
husband had a net-worth of 25,000 crore with multiple busi-
nesses and properties in the U.S. and in India, and had paid
the first wife at least 7500 crore upon separation, excluding
a house in Virginia."Thus, she claims permanent alimony
commensurate to the status of the respondent-husband and
on the same principles as was paid to the first wife of the

respondent,” the bench noted.The apex court expressed
serious reservations with the tendency of the parties seek-
ing maintenance or alimony as an equalisation of wealth
with the other party.The bench said it was often seen that
parties in their application for maintenance or alimony high-
lighted the assets, status and income of their spouse, and
then asked for an amount that could equal their wealth of
the spouse."However, there is an inconsistency in this prac-
tice, because the demands of equalisation are made only
in cases where the spouse is a person of means or is doing
well for himself," it said. The bench wondered if the wife would
be willing to seek an equalisation of wealth if due to some
unfortunate event, post-separation, he was rendered a
pauper.Fixing alimony depends on various factors and there
cannot be any straight-jacket formula, it said.In the joint plea
jointly seeking dissolution of their marriage by a decree of
mutual divorce, the husband had agreed to pay a sum of 78
crore towards full and final settlement of all claims."The fam-
ily court at Pune has assessed ?10 crore as the quantum
of permanent alimony that petitioner could be entitled to.
We accept the said finding of the family court, Pune. An
additional amount of ?2 crore is liable to be paid to the peti-
tioner so as to enable her to acquire another flat...," said the

" 60317 sparks heated
debate in Telangana Counci

Hyderabad: A heated debate over GO 317 unfolded in
the Telangana Legislative Council, with BRS MLC Kavitha
and Legislative Affairs Minister D Sridhar Babu exchanging
sharp remarks. While Sridhar Babu blamed the previous
BRS government for the government order creating hurdles
in recruitment, Kavitha justified the order.During the Ques-
tion Hour, Kavitha defended the BRS government’s deci-
sion to issue GO 317 after the creation of new districts,
based on the Presidential Orders. She said the government
orders were aimed to benefit local youth in government jobs.
“However, those who criticised the formation of new dis-
tricts and GO 317 during the BRS regime, are in power
now. Rather than addressing the lingering issues over the
past one year, they keep blaming the previous BRS gov-

ernment,” she demanded.
o0 o



5 Ranga Reddy

INDIAN CHRONICLE

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 2024

House rejects Trump-backed plan on U.S.
oovernment shutdown, leaving next steps uncertain

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

The House rejected President-elect Donald Trump's
new plan on Thursday (December 19, 2024) to fund federal
operations and suspend the debt ceiling a day before a gov-
ernment shutdown, as Democrats refused to accommo-
date his sudden demands and the quick fix cobbled together
by Republican leaders.In a hastily convened evening vote
punctuated by angry outbursts over the self-made crisis,
the lawmakers failed to reach the two-thirds threshold needed
for passage — but House Speaker Mike Johnson appeared
determined to try again before Friday's midnight
deadline.“We're going to do the right thing here,” Johnson
said ahead of the vote. But he didn't even get a majority,
with the bill failing 174-235.The outcome proved a massive
setback for Trump and his billionaire ally, Elon Musk, who
rampaged against Johnson's bipartisan compromise, which
Republicans and Democrats had reached earlier to prevent
a Christmastime government shutdown.lt provides an pre-
view of the turbulence ahead when Trump returns to the
White House with Republican control of the House and Sen-
ate. During his first term, Trump led Republicans into the
longest government shutdown in history during the 2018
Christmas season, and interrupted the holidays in 2020 by
tanking a bipartisan COVID-relief bill and forcing a do-
over.Hours earlier, Trump announced “SUCCESS in Wash-
ington!” in coming up with the new package which would
keep government running for three more months, add $100.4
billion in disaster assistance including for hurricane-hit
states, and allow more borrowing through Jan. 30,
2027."Speaker Mike Johnson and the House have come
to a very good Deal,” Trump posted.

But Republicans, who had spent 24 hours largely ne-
gotiating with themselves to come up with the new plan,
ran into a wall of resistance from Democrats, who were
were in no hurry to appease demands from Trump — or his
billionaire ally Musk.House Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries said Democrats were sticking with the original deal
with Johnson and called the new one “laughable.”lt's not a
serious proposal,” Jeffries said as he walked to Democrats'
own closed-door caucus meeting. Inside, Democrats were
chanting, “Hell, no!”All day, Johnson had been fighting to
figure out how to meet Trump's sudden demands — and
keep his own job — while federal offices are being told to
prepare to shutter operations.

The new proposal whittled the 1,500-page bill to 116
pages and drops a number of add-ons — notably the first
pay raise for lawmakers in more than a decade, which could
have allowed as much as a 3.8% bump. That drew particu-
lar scorn as Musk turned his social media army against the
bill. Trump said early Thursday that Johnson will “easily re-
main speaker” for the next Congress if he “acts decisively
and tough” in coming up with a new plan to also raise the
debt limit, a stunning request just before the Christmas holi-
days that has put the beleaguered speaker in a bind.And if
not, the president-elect warned of trouble ahead for Johnson
and Republicans in Congress.“Anybody that supports a bill
that doesn’t take care of the Democrat quicksand known
as the debt ceiling should be primaried and disposed of as
quickly as possible,” Trump told Fox News Digital.

The tumultuous turn of events, coming as lawmakers
were preparing to head home for the holidays, sparks a
familiar reminder of what it's like in Trump-run Washington.

For Johnson, who faces his own problems ahead of a
Jan. 3 House vote to remain speaker, Trump's demands
left him severely weakened, forced to abandon his word
with Democrats and work into the night to broker the new
approach.Trump’s allies even floated the far-fetched idea
of giving billionaire Musk the speaker’s gavel, since the
speaker is not required to be a member of the Congress.
Rep. Majorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., posted she was “open”
to the idea.Democrats were beside themselves, seeing this
as a fitting coda after one of the most unproductive con-
gressional sessions in modern times.“Here we are once
again in chaos,” said House Democratic Whip Katherine
Clark, who detailed the harm a government shutdown would
cause Americans. “And what for? Because Elon Musk, an
unelected man, said, ‘We’re not doing this deal, and Donald
Trump followed along.” The debate in the House chamber
grew heated as lawmakers blamed each other for the
mess.At one point, Rep. Marc Molinaro, who was presid-
ing over the debate, slammed the speaker’s gavel with such
force that it broke.The stakes couldn't be higher. Trump was
publicly turning on those who opposed him.

One hardline Republican, Rep. Chip Roy of Texas,
drew Trump’s ire for refusing to along with the plan and tell-
ing colleagues they had no self-respect for piling onto the
nation’s debt.“lIt's shameful!” Roy thundered, standing on
the Democratic side of the aisle and pointing at his fellow
Republicans.The slimmed-down package does include fed-
eral funds to rebuild Baltimore’s collapsed Key Bridge, but
dropped a separate land transfer that could have paved the
way for a new Washington Commanders football stadium.

But it abandons a long list of other bipartisan bills that
had support as lawmakers in both parties try to wrap work
for the year. It extends government funds through March
14.Adding an increase in the debt ceiling to what had been
a bipartisan package is a show-stopper for Republicans who
routinely vote against more borrowing, and Democrats who
weren't about to give into Trump's demands without a
price.While Democrats have floated their own ideas in the
past for lifting or even doing away with the debt limit caps
that have created some of the toughest debates in Con-
gress — Sen. Elizabeth Warren had suggested as much
—they appear to be in no bargaining mood to save Johnson
from Trump — even before the president-elect is sworn
into office.The current debt limit expires Jan. 1, 2025, and
threatens to bog down the start of the new administration
with months of negotiations to raise it. Trump wants the
problem off the table before he joins the White House.As
senior Republicans broke from a Thursday morning meet-
ing in the House speaker’s office there was no resolution in
sight — a preview of what's to come when Republicans
control Congress and Trump is in the White House in the
new year.Rep. Steve Womack, an Arkansas Republican
and senior appropriator, said the collapse of a bipartisan
stopgap funding deal this week would “probably be a good
trailer right now for the 119th Congress.”Federal funding is
scheduled to expire at midnight Friday as a current tempo-
rary government funding bill runs out.The bipartisan com-
promise brokered between Johnson and the Democrats
outraged conservatives for its spending and extras.Musk,
in his new foray into politics, led the charge. The wealthiest
man in the world used his social media platform X to am-
plify the unrest, and GOP lawmakers were besieged with
phone calls to their offices telling them to oppose the
plan.Trump told Johnson to start over — with the new de-
mand on the debt limit, something that generally takes
months to negotiate and that his own party generally
opposes.The White House’s Office of Management and
Budget had provided initial communication to agencies about
possible shutdown planning last week, according to an offi-
cial at the agency.

Pakistan developing missiles that eventually
could hit U.S., top U.S. official says

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

A senior White House official on Thursday (Decem-
ber 19, 2024) said nuclear-armed Pakistan is developing
long-range ballistic missile capabilities that eventually could
allow it to strike targets outside of South Asia, including in
the United States.In his stunning revelation about the one-
time close U.S. partner, Deputy National Security Advisor
Jon Finer said Islamabad's conduct raised "real questions"
about the aims of its ballistic missile program."Candidly,
it's hard for us to see Pakistan's actions as anything other
than an emerging threat to the United States," Finer told the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace audience.

"Pakistan has developed increasingly sophisticated
missile technology, from long-range ballistic missile sys-
tems to equipment that would enable the testing of signifi-
cantly larger rocket motors," he said.If those trends con-
tinue, Finer said, "Pakistan will have the capability to strike

targets well beyond South Asia, including in the United
States."His speech came a day after Washington an-
nounced a new round of sanctions related to Pakistan's
ballistic missile development program, including on the state-
run defense agency that oversees the program.

Trump backs new GOP plan to fund government
and raise debt limit as shutdown nears

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

President-elect Donald Trump announced “success”
in coming up with a new plan to fund the government and lift
the debt ceiling a day before a government shutdown, urg-
ing Congress to swiftly pass it in votes as soon as Thurs-
day evening.Trump's social media post landed as Republi-
cans said they had narrowed in on a tentative accord after
grueling closed-door talks. The new plan would keep gov-
ernment running for three more months, add disaster as-
sistance for hurricane-hit states and others, and allow more
borrowing through Jan. 30, 2027, Republicans
said.“"SUCCESS in Washington! Speaker Mike Johnson and
the House have come to a very good Deal,” Trump
posted.Next steps were highly uncertain, and it was par-
ticularly unclear if Democrats, who votes would certainly
be needed on any package in the face of hardline Republi-
can opposition, were on board — or even brought into any
negotiations.A government shutdown at risk, Johnson has
been fighting to figure out how to meet Trump's sudden de-
mands — and keep his own job — while federal offices are
being told to prepare to shutter operations ahead of Friday's
midnight deadline.Trump said early on Thursday that
Johnson will “easily remain speaker” for the next Congress
if he “acts decisively and tough” in coming up with a new
plan to also increase the debt limit, a stunning request just
before the Christmas holidays that has put the beleaguered
speaker in a bind.And if not, the president-elect warned of

trouble ahead for Johnson and Republicans in
Congress.“Anybody that supports a bill that doesn’t take
care of the Democrat quicksand known as the debt ceiling
should be primaried and disposed of as quickly as pos-
sible,” Trump told Fox News Digital. The tumultuous turn of
events, coming just before Friday's midnight deadline to fund
the government and as lawmakers were preparing to head
home for the holidays, sparks a familiar reminder of what
it's like in Trump-run Washington. Trump led Republicans
into the longest government shutdown in history during the
2018 Christmas season, and interrupted the holidays in 2020
by tanking a bipartisan COVID-relief bill and forcing a do-
over.For Johnson, who faces his own problems ahead of a
Jan. 3 House vote to remain speaker, Trump's demands
kept him working long into the night to broker a new deal.
Vice President-elect JD Vance joined the late-night meet-
ings at the Capitol, bringing his young son in
pajamas.Trump’s allies even floated the far-fetched idea of
giving billionaire Elon Musk the speaker’s gavel, since the
speaker is not required to be a member of the CongressWe
had a productive meeting. We're going to continue to work
through the night, in the morning to get, to get an agree-
ment,” said Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., as he left
the speaker's office late WednesdayBut adding an increase
in the debt ceiling to what had been a bipartisan package is
a show-stopper for Republicans who routinely vote against
more borrowing

Chinese national charged with acting as
Beijing's agent in local California election

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

A Chinese national was arrested on Thursday (De-
cember 19, 2024) on charges of acting as an illegal agent
for Beijing when serving as the campaign manager for an
unnamed politician elected to a city council in Southern Cali-
fornia two years ago.The arrest of Yaoning "Mike" Sun, 64,
came amid rising concerns that the Chinese government
has cultivated a network of operatives to influence local elec-
tions inthe U.S. to install politicians who are friendly to Beijing
and can help promote Chinese interests.

According to a complaint filed on Tuesday (Decem-
ber 17) in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
California, Sun is accused of conspiring with Chen Jun, who
was sentenced to 20 months last month for acting as an
illegal agent of the Chinese government.Chen, 71, also a
Chinese national, pleaded guilty in July to using Chinese
money to bribe federal agents to undermine the anti-Beijing
spiritual group Falun Gong. The charge against Sun shows
that Chen also conspired to interfere with local elections. It
was not immediately clear if Sun had a lawyer who could
speak on his behalfSun was instructed by Chen to write up
a report in 2023 to recount to Chinese officials how they
helped the local politician get elected, according to the affi-
davit. Subsequent writings between the two men described
the city councilperson as a "new political star" and included
a request for $80,000 to fund more pro-Beijing activities in
the United States, according to the court documents.

Chen asked Sun to list all the mainstream American
politicians the city councilperson was familiar with and told
Sun that it would be "very effective to elevate" the status of
the councilperson in China."This case is yet another ex-
ample of a very disturbing trend: the People's Republic of

China is seeking to influence foreign and domestic policy in
the United States," Martin Estrada, U.S. attorney for the
Central District of California, said in a call with reporters.
"To do so, government officials in China are seeking to help
get elected individuals who they see as being friendly to
Chinese foreign policy." The councilperson is not named in
court papers.Yaoning Sun is listed as a campaign treasurer
for Arcadia city council candidate Eileen Wang on a cam-
paign statement filing stamped in February 2022, accord-
ing to records on the city's website. In filings later in 2022,
another individual is listed as the treasurer, the records
show.Ms. Wang ran for election to the city council in 2022
and won. She ran a tutoring services company in the city
about 15 miles (24 kilometres) northeast of Los Angeles.
She has participated in numerous community groups, ac-
cording to her biography on the city's website.Ms. Wang
did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment
and a message was left on a phone number listed online as
belonging to her. Jackie Tran, a spokesperson for the city
of Arcadia, did not immediately return a phone message.The
charges against Sun followed those against a former aide
to two New York governors in September. Authorities have
accused Linda Sun of acting as an illegal agent of the Chi-
nese government and using her positions to subtly advance
Beijing's agenda in exchange for financial benefits worth
millions of dollars.In California, Estrada said Yaoning Sun
appeared to be ideologically invested in furthering the inter-
ests of the Chinese government in the United States, not-
ing that he had previously served in the Chinese military.
The complaint does not specify financial gains for Yaoning
Sun, who probably is not related to Linda Sun because they
share a common Chinese name.In the affidavit, it is alleged
that Yaoning Sun, a resident of Chino Hills outside Los An-
geles, also ran a media outlet called the US News Centre
with the councilperson and paid for some of the politician's
travel expenses.Sun is listed on his public LinkedIn profile
as the director of U.S. News Centre, of which Ms. Wang is
registered as the owner in California.Prosecutors say Sun
worked closely with Chen, who appeared to be in regular
contact with Chinese officials. Their communications in-
cluded how to protest a U.S. congressperson's proposed
visit to Taiwan, a self-governed island that Beijing sees as
part of Chinese territory. The men discussed how to set up
a meeting for the politician to meet with the top Chinese
diplomat in Los Angeles and arrange travel plans for the
politician to visit China.

The political crisis in South Korea

Nine days after coming to power, Democratic Party
president Moon Jae-in appointed a new Chief of the Seoul
Central District Prosecutors’ Office on May 19, 2017. The
new Chief was able to indict two former Presidents belong-
ing to the main conservative party in South Korea — Lee
Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye. Mr. Moon and his party
were impressed and in June 2019, the protagonist was ap-
pointed the Prosecutor General of South Korea. The Pros-
ecutor General was Yoon Suk Yeol, who later became the
President of South Korea and is now a key figure in the
current political crisis, having been impeached by the Na-
tional Assembly on December 14, 2024.

Mr. Yoon was playing a key role in the Moon Jae-in
administration, but it was announced on August 9, 2019,
that Cho Guk would be the next Justice Minister. Mr. Cho
had studied at the same university as Mr. Yoon, with Mr.
Yoon being a few years his senior. After learning of Mr.
Cho’s nomination, Mr. Yoon reportedly approached Presi-
dent Moon expressing his disapproval. Mr. Moon, however,
appointed Mr. Cho on September 9, 2019.Mr. Yoon used
his Prosecutor office to reveal several corruption charges
against Mr. Cho. Allegations against him included that he
plagiarised his writings, that an institute run by his family
evaded taxes, and his family invested in illicit business ac-
tivities, his daughter submitted false documents related to
academic achievements. His wife was charged and later
sent to jail for four years. All this led to huge protests by
conservative party supporters demanding Mr. Cho’s re-
moval. Finally, he resigned after just 35 days in office.

The incident led to a contest between the Moon Jae-in
administration and Mr. Yoon. Mr. Moon avoided taking any
undemocratic means to remove Mr. Yoon from his post,
but subsequent Justice Ministers under his administration
tried to settle scores with Mr. Yoon. On November 24, 2020,
Justice Minister Choo Mi-ae suspended Mr. Yoon, accus-
ing him of ethical violations and interference in key investi-
gations. However, Mr. Yoon challenged the suspension in
court and was reinstated.Interestingly, Mr. Yoon, who was
considered close to the Democratic Party and instrumental
in the indictment of two conservative Presidents, became
a hero among conservative party supporters.In various
opinion surveys, Mr. Yoon had the highest popularity among
all the existing conservative leaders, and suggestions be-
came strong that if he became the conservative party’s
presidential candidate, he might be victorious. Conserva-
tive supporters were very hurt by two of their former Presi-
dents in jail — one of them Ms. Park, who was the eldest
daughter of Park Chung-hee whom the conservatives adore
as a major Korean leader. The conservative supporters
thought Mr. Yoon would be the right leader to teach Moon
Jae-in and his peers in the Democratic Party a lesson.Mr.
Yoon grabbed this opportunity and resigned from the posi-
tion of Prosecutor General on March 4, 2021, and announced
his presidential candidacy in June 2021. He officially joined
the conservative People Power Party (PPP) in July 2021.
Despite making several political blunders, careless and
controversial remarks, and lacking political experience, Mr.
Yoon was selected as the PPP’s presidential candidate in
November 2021. He had a difficult battle against the Demo-
cratic Party’s Lee Jae-myung but defeated him in the March
2022 presidential elections by a margin of less than one
percent.Two Koreas in South Korea

Over the years, the divide between conservatives and
liberals in South Korea has become very sharp. Generally,
conservative party supporters tend to be older, less edu-
cated, wealthy businessmen, and residents of Gyeongsang
North, Gyeongsang South, and Gangwon provinces. Young,
more educated, middle-class, people coming from Jeolla
North and Jeolla South Provinces are more inclined towards
the liberal party. In a way, the division is not only ideological
but also generational and regional. In recent years, young
males in South Korea have also moved towards conserva-
tive parties, as they feel that ultra-feminism has ruined tra-
ditional gender and social relations. For the conservatives,
authoritarian leader Mr. Park Chung-hee who is considered
to be the main architect of South Korea’s economic devel-
opment is the source of inspiration and, for the liberals, Kim
Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun are the leaders who brought
democratisation to the country. Conservatives are typically
pro-American, more accommodating toward Japan, and
confrontational towards North Korea. Liberals, on the other
hand, advocate for greater autonomy in South Korea’s for-
eign policy (while maintaining the U.S. alliance), are critical

of Japan’s rising assertiveness, favour engagement with
North Korea, and seek better relations with China.The di-
vide has been further accentuated by the prevalence of social
media. In the tenures of the last five Presidents, there have
always been street protests, affecting the smooth running
of the country. Polarisation between the two groups has led
to vendetta politics, where each new administration seeks
to implicate and punish its predecessors on charges of cor-
ruption or illegality. It has led to a situation that all the previ-
ous Presidents of South Korea belonging from both con-
servative and liberal parties have been either exiled
(Syngman Rhee), killed (Park Chung-hee), had jail sen-
tences (Chun Do-hwan, Roh Moo-hyun, Lee Myung-bak
and Park Geun-hye), charged for corruption (Kim Dae-jung
and Moon Jae-in) or committed suicide (Roh Moo-hyun).

Presidency under YoonIn March 2022, Mr. Yoon was
elected as the President of South Korea. However, his popu-
larity ratings were very low, hovering around 20%-30%. His
inexperience and incompetence in politics became evident
early in his tenure. Rather than working on South Korean
domestic and foreign policies in a deft, nuanced manner,
he started using broad strokes. Most acts and policies were
announced as ‘big moves’.

For example, he tried to reach out to Japan despite
the popular mood in South Korea not favouring it and Japan
not making any concessions. He did not oppose Japan re-
leasing the Fukushima nuclear power plant water into the
sea, a decision disapproved by over 70% of South Kore-
ans. He attended the annual summit meeting of NATO
which was the first time by any South Korean leader. He
visited Ukraine and indirectly supported it. He announced
an Indo-Pacific strategy and opted for a tit-for-tat policy to-
wards North Korea. All these ‘bold moves’ were not only
disliked by liberals but also by most of the Korean people,
especially those who believe that South Korea is a middle
power and should not get into great power politics. His for-
eign policies strained relations with Russia and China while
allowing North Korea to strengthen its ties with both nations.In
another ‘bold move’, he announced the doubling of seats
for medical students, which were frozen for more than a
decade. His approach to targeting Opposition leaders, com-
bined with the heavy-handed use of prosecutors and po-
lice, further deepened public unease. Meanwhile, the South
Korean economy, which was already facing problems in
the post-COVID phase, was negatively affected. Moreover,
his wife’s conduct and allegations of several corruption
matters, including the ‘Dior bag scandal’, made him more
unpopular.This led to the growing unpopularity of Mr. Yoon
and his party PPP. In the National Assembly elections in
April 2024, six Opposition parties secured 192 seats out of
300 seats, which led to a huge problem of governance un-
der Mr. Yoon. The Opposition started asserting against the
President’s policies, his appointments of close friends to
important positions in government, and demanded a spe-
cial probe on charges against his wife.What lies aheadMr.
Yoon had no experience in dealing with political contests,
and the Opposition’s aggressive approach in the National
Assembly after April 2024 left him frustrated. In despera-
tion, he decided to declare emergency martial law on De-
cember 3, 2024, at 10:24 p.m., despite reported opposition
from most of his Ministers. Mr. Yoon, along with the De-
fence Minister, sent the military and police to various places
including the National Assembly. He was in constant touch
with them and ordered them to arrest several political lead-
ers. He also reportedly ordered that members should not
be allowed to enter into the National Assembly.However,
military and police officials moved reluctantly and they were
not willing or able to stop a large number of people gather-
ing in front of the National Assembly. National Assembly
members voted 190-0 against martial law by midnight. As
per the South Korean constitution, a simple majority in the
300-member House may repel martial law and the Presi-
dent has no choice but to comply. Finally, at the dawn of
December 4, Mr. Yoon announced the withdrawal of mar-
tial law.On December 5, an impeachment motion was
brought in the National Assembly and put up for vote on
December 7 evening.Meanwhile, the ruling PPP was in fix
on how to respond to this crisis. If it supported the impeach-
ment motion, they would lose the support of hardcore con-
servatives, a substantial set of the electorate, and if they
opposed it, they would lose face to the rest of the Koreans.
So even though most of the conservative leaders ex-
pressed opinions against martial law, they refrained from

supporting the impeachment motion
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‘ACE offers convenience
and long-term growth potential’

ACE has established a strong reputation in the real
estate market through several completed projects, each con-
tributing to its story of quality, innovation, and strategic de-
velopment. All our projects are close to my heart. ACE City
is one of the finest developments in Greater Noida West,
which offeres a well-integrated residential project —a blend
of modern conveniences and community-oriented
spaces.ACE exceeds customer expectations by following
its fundamentals of focusing on quality, innovation, and cus-
tomer-centric service. Even in a competitive real estate
market, ACE delivers high-quality projects with superior
construction, modern design, and sustainable features. The
Group also emphasises customer service, offering trans-
parency, timely delivery, and utmost quality.Ajay
Chaudhary, the Founder, Chairman, and Managing Direc-
tor of ACE Group, shared the following insights during an
interview:

The ACE Group, a renowned name in the country’s
real estate sector has been delivering unique, future-cen-
tric, high-end residential and commercial spaces with a lo-
cation advantage since 2010. How has the Group aligned
its core vision with the evolving needs of today’s urban and
suburban markets to shape lifestyles?

Since its inception, ACE has aligned its vision with the
evolving needs of urban and suburban markets by focus-
ing on strategic locations, innovation, and sustainability. By
selecting prime areas, both urban and suburban, ACE en-
sures its projects offer convenience and a balanced lifestyle.
The Group integrates contemporary home features, green
spaces, and wellness amenities to meet the growing de-
mand for sustainable and healthy living. If we speak about
commercial projects then ACE also adapts to modern work
trends by designing spaces that cater to onsite, remote,
and hybrid work models. Committed to environmental re-
sponsibility, the Group uses energy-efficient systems and
eco-friendly technologies. Our focus has always been on
luxury, flexibility, and community.

You have a reputation for delivering projects in prime
locations with promising ROI. How does the ‘Location Ad-
vantage’ factor into the success of your residential and com-
mercial developments, especially in a competitive market
like Noida and in the context of projects along the Yamuna
Expressway?

The ‘location advantage’ plays a crucial role in the suc-
cess of any builder’s residential and commercial develop-
ments, particularly in competitive markets like Noida,
Greater Noida or the Yamuna Expressway. In these high-
demand areas, strategic location choices significantly in-
fluence the overall value and appeal of a project. By focus-
ing on prime locations with excellent connectivity to major
hubs, transportation networks, and key infrastructure, ACE
ensures that its developments offer not only convenience
but also long-term growth potential. In Noida, a rapidly de-
veloping city with increasing demand for both residential
and commercial spaces, the Group targets areas with
strong connectivity to Delhi and other parts of the NCR,
enhancing the potential for high returns on investment (ROI).
Similarly, developments along the Yamuna Expressway
benefit from proximity to the new airport, key business dis-
tricts, upcoming infrastructural projects, and recreational
hubs, which are attractive to both homebuyers and busi-
nesses. These locations promise future appreciation in value
as the region continues to develop. By selecting locations

with high growth prospects and focusing on accessibility,
ACE Group ensures that its projects stand out in a competi-
tive market, delivering superior ROl and meeting the de-
mands of modern buyers and businesses.

The ACE Group has successfully completed several
high-profile commercial and residential projects, while also
undertaking ambitious new developments. Could you walk
us through some of the key completed projects, and how do
you envision the impact of your ongoing developments on
the local real estate landscape?

ACE has established a strong reputation in the real
estate market through several completed projects, each con-
tributing to its story of quality, innovation, and strategic de-
velopment. All of our projects are close to my heart, still, |
can name a few like ACE City, one of the finest develop-
ments in Greater Noida West at that time which offered a
well-integrated residential project. It provides residents with
a blend of modern conveniences and community-oriented
spaces with a best-in-class clubhouse. Another example |
can give is ACE Golfshire and Ace Parkway, two of the most
premium residential projects at Noida Expressway that have
set a benchmark in luxury living with their contemporary
design, state-of-the-art amenities, and open spaces. In the
commercial segment, Ace Capitol, which is completely
leased out to two major corporates, is the most eye-catch-
ing commercial project on the Noida Expressway. These
completed projects have not only enhanced the quality of
life for their residents and their occupants but also contrib-
uted to the urbanisation and development of their respective
areas, driving increased interest and investment in the re-
gion.

Could you elaborate on how you have continued to
exceed the expectations of customers, especially in light of
the increased competition in the real estate sector and the
burgeoning landscape?

ACE exceeds customer expectations by following its
fundamentals of focusing on quality, innovation, and cus-
tomer-centric service. Even in a competitive real estate
market, ACE delivers high-quality projects with superior
construction, modern design, and sustainable features. The
Group also emphasises customer service, offering trans-
parency, timely delivery, and utmost quality. By staying
ahead of market trends and anticipating customer needs,
ACE ensures its developments provide long-term value and
a better real estate experience, solidifying its reputation in
an increasingly competitive sector.

ACE Group has collaborated with the celebrity interior
designer Gauri Khan for its premium residential projects in
Noida. What was the vision behind this collaboration, and
what can prospective buyers and investors look forward to
in terms of the design philosophy and overall experience in
these luxury homes?

The collaboration with Gauri Khan aimed to elevate
luxury living in Noida by combining sophisticated design with
functionality. Khan brings a unique touch to homes, focus-
sing on open spaces, premium materials, and elegant inte-
riors that reflect contemporary style. The design philosophy
emphasises bespoke furniture, art-inspired elements, and
luxurious finishes to create an indulgent yet comfortable liv-
ing experience. We had a wonderful association with her for
our premium residential project at Noida Expressway. With
such an experience of a precious association of ACE, buy-
ers, and investors can rest assured of luxury homes with
elegant designs, premium materials, and smart home tech-
nology. These spacious upcoming properties by Ace will
offer more charismatic features and amenities.

Looking ahead, what can potential investors and buy-
ers expect from the ACE Group in the near future?

First of all, they can expect ACE to continue on the
same track without any deviations in quality and timelines.
ACE will keep the focus on strategic market expansion, in-
novative project launches and advancements in technology
to enhance operational efficiency and customer satisfaction.
The company is also committed to sustainability, adopting
eco-friendly practices, and delivering robust financial growth,
ensuring competitive returns for stakeholders while main-
taining its industry leadership. Expanding to more progres-
sive geographies is also our objective. This content is spon-
sored and does not reflect the views or opinions of IE Online
Media Services Pvt Ltd. No journalist is involved in creating
sponsored material and it does not imply any endorsement
whatsoever by the editorial team. IE Online Media Services
takes no responsibility for the content that appears in spon-
sored articles and the consequences thereof, directly, indi-
rectly or in any manner. Viewer discretion is advised.

ZEE Entertainment shareholders reject
Punit Goenka’s reappointment as Director

Shareholders of Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd
(ZEEL) have blocked Punit Goenka’s reappointment as a
director of the company at the company’s annual general
meeting (AGM).At the EGM on Thursday, as many as 50.45
per cent shareholders were against Goenka being reap-
pointed as Director, whereas 49.54 per cent of sharehold-
ers voted in favour, according to the exchange filing. “Reso-
lution No. 3 (re-appointment of Goenka as Director) failed
to get requisite majority of votes as required under the pro-
visions of the Companies Act, 2013 and SEBI (Listing Ob-
ligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,”
the firm said in the exchange filing. The promoters — Punit
Goenka and Subhash Chandra family — hold only 3.99 per
cent stake in the company.

ZEEL shares were trading higher by 4.10 per cent at
Rs 128.20 on the exchanges at 10.45 am IST on Friday.
Mutual funds hold 12.39 per cent and foreign institutions
18.52 per cent stake in the company.However, Goenka will
continue as CEO of the company.On November 18, Punit
Goenka, son of media baron Subash Chandra, resigned as
the Managing Director of Zee Entertainment. ZEEL had then
informed exchanges that its board accepted the resigna-
tion of Goenka as MD of the company and appointed him
as CEO.“With this step, he intends to dedicate his time en-
tirely towards the future of the company by enhancing its
performance and profitability levels in line with the direction
given by the Board/ Nomination and Remuneration Com-
mittee in its meeting dated November 15, 2024,” ZEEL had
said.

Goenka also withdrew himself from reappointment for
the post of MD in the AGM, according to an exchange fil-
ing. While sharing Goenka’s resignation letter to exchanges,
ZEEL said he is “withdrawing his consent for his re-appoint-
ment as Managing Director of the company as proposed in
the notice of the ensuing annual general meeting”.Earlier, in
August 2024, more than seven months after Sony Pictures
called off the $10 billion merger deal with ZEEL on account
of ZEEL’s purported delay in completing merger formali-
ties, both parties announced a settlement to conclude all

the dispute.Both sides arrived at a comprehensive non-cash
settlement, amicably resolving all disputes related to the
Merger Co-operation Agreement and the Composite
Scheme of Arrangement.

Adani Group stocks extend
rally for third straight day;
Adani Green jumps 15%

New Delhi: Shares of all 11 listed Adani Group firms
rallied in morning trade on Friday, with Adani Green Energy
surging nearly 15 per cent. The stock of Adani Green En-
ergy jumped 14.64 per cent, Adani Energy Solutions
zoomed 13.54 per cent, Adani Total Gas climbed 7.33 per
cent, Adani Power surged 4.90 per cent and NDTV soared
4.54 per cent on the BSE.Shares of Ambuja Cements went
up by 2.90 per cent, Sanghi Industries (2.44 per cent), Adani
Ports (2.25 per cent), Adani Wilmar (2.24 per cent), Adani
Enterprises (2.11 per cent) and ACC (1.34 per cent). The
BSE benchmark Sensex traded 688.31 points higher at
79,732.05 and the NSE Nifty jumped 192.65 points to

Do you have a slipped disc or a disc bulge?
Here is all what you need to know!!

STAGES OF DISC HERNIATION
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disc or slipped disc, is a condition that affects the spine,
specifically the intervertebral discs. These discs act as
cushions between the vertebrae (bones) in the spine. A pro-
lapsed disc occurs when the soft, gel-like center of a disc
(called the nucleus pulposus) pushes through a tear or
weakness in the outer layer (the annulus fibrosus). This can
cause the disc to bulge out of its normal position.Age-re-
lated wear and tear: As people age, the discs lose water
content, which makes them less flexible and more prone to
damage.Injury or trauma: A sudden injury, such as lifting
something heavy incorrectly or a fall, can lead to a herni-
ated disc.Repetitive strain: Repeated activities or positions
that put stress on the spine can cause gradual disc
degeneration.Genetics: Some people may have a predis-
position to disc problems due to their genetic makeup.Risk
factors of Disc Prolapse:

Aging, Genetics, Smoking, Sedentary life style and
obesity leading to weak core muscles that support the spine
and conversely overexertion or sudden, intense physical
activity without proper conditioning can also trigger a disc
prolapse. Sports or activities that involve twisting, lifting, or
repetitive motions (e.g., weightlifting, gymnastics, or high-
impact sports) can increase the risk of disc injury and pro-
lapse if proper technique and precautions aren’t
followed.When does the pressure inside the disc rise:The
pressure exerted on the intervertebral discs varies depending
on your posture and body position. Standing distributes the
body’s weight evenly across the vertebral discs, with the
body’s core muscles helping to support the spine. Proper
posture helps minimize pressure. Standing distributes the
body’s weight evenly across the vertebral discs, with the
body’s core muscles helping to support the spine. Proper
posture helps minimize pressure typically around 100% of
the baseline pressure (with standing considered as the ref-
erence position).When sitting, gravity pushes down on the
spine, and the discs are more compressed, especially in
positions like slouching or poor posture. In an upright sitting
position with good posture, the increase in pressure is less
significant but still higher (140-150%) than when standing
Bending forward increases the compressive force on the
discs (200-300%), particularly in the lower back. This is be-
cause the spine is flexed, and the discs bear more load as
they try to support the bending motion. Bending too far or
frequently without proper posture can contribute to disc de-
generation or herniation Lifting heavy objects while bending
forward can significantly increase the pressure on the inter-
vertebral discs, sometimes reaching up to 400% or more of
the pressure experienced when standing.

Increased pressure on the discs, especially during pro-
longed sitting, bending, or lifting, can accelerate disc de-
generation over time. That's why maintaining good posture,
using ergonomic furniture, and avoiding prolonged sitting or
improper lifting techniques are essential for spine
health.Symptoms: The symptoms depend on the location
and extent of the prolapseBack pain or/and leg pain (sci-
atica): If the prolapsed disc presses on nerves that travel
down the legs, it can cause pain, tingling, numbness, or
weakness, often referred to as sciatica.Neck pain or/and
arm pain (cervicobrachial neuralgia): a condition character-
ized by pain radiating from the neck (cervical spine) down
into the arm (brachial region). The term “neuralgia” refers to
nerve pain, and “cervicobrachial” describes the areas af-
fected: the neck and the arm.Weakness or loss of reflexes:
Nerve compression can lead to muscle weakness, making

it difficult to perform certain movements or tasks. Treatment:
Treatment focuses on alleviating pain and addressing the
underlying cause of nerve compression. Options
include:Conservative Treatment:Physical Therapy: Exer-
cises to strengthen the neck and shoulder muscles, im-
prove posture, and relieve nerve compression.Medications:
Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) or oral cor-
ticosteroids to reduce inflammation and pain. Muscle re-
laxants or nerve pain medications (e.g., gabapentin) may
also be used.Heat or Cold Therapy: Applying heat or cold
packs to the affected area to reduce inflammation and ease
pain.Rest and Posture Correction: Avoiding activities that
exacerbate symptoms, and correcting posture during daily
activities.Epidural Steroid Injections: To reduce inflamma-
tion and provide pain relief if oral medications don’t
help.Nerve Block Injections: Directly targeting the nerves
to reduce pain.Surgical Treatment:If conservative treat-
ments fail or if there is severe nerve compression (such as
from a herniated disc or bone spur), surgery may be con-
sidered. Procedures might include:Discectomy: Removal
of the herniated part of a disc.Laminectomy: Removal of a
small portion of the vertebra to relieve pressure on the
nerve.Spinal Fusion: Fusing two vertebrae together to sta-
bilize the spine and prevent further nerve
compression.Revolution in Spine Surgery for Disc
prolapse:Discectomy options have evolved significantly,
with traditional open surgery being replaced by minimally
invasive techniques. Microdiscectomy, uses a small inci-
sion and specialized tools (retractors and surgical micro-
scopes) to remove a herniated disc. It offers reduced re-
covery time compared to traditional open surgery. Tubular
discectomy (key-hole surgery) uses a narrow tube to ac-
cess the disc, causing less muscle disruption and offering
quicker recovery than microdiscectomy. Uniportal endo-
scopic discectomy involves a single small incisions with
an endoscope for precise visualization, minimizing tissue
damage. Biportal endoscopic discectomy uses two small
incisions for access, providing better visualization and more
flexibility in complex cases. Both endoscopic approaches
allow for quicker recovery, minimal scarring, and better sur-
gical precision than traditional methods. Microdiscectomy,
uses small incisions and specialized instruments, reduc-
ing muscle disruption, pain, and recovery time. This inno-
vation has revolutionized day care, enabling patients to un-
dergo the procedure and return home the same
day.Recovery after Endoscopic discectomy:

Recovery after endoscopic discectomy (pin-hole sur-
gery) is typically quick due to its minimally invasive nature.
Most patients experience mild discomfort and can walk
within hours, often being discharged the same day or the
next. In the first 1-2 weeks, light activities are encouraged,
with complete pain relief from the herniated disc occurring
within days. By 2-4 weeks, patients can resume light work
and daily activities. Physical therapy may start around this
time to strengthen the back. Full recovery, including return
to sports and strenuous activities, generally occurs within
3 months.Dr. Dilip Chand Raja .S, Senior Consultant - Bone,
Joint & Spine Surgery Dr. Dilip Chand Raja .S , Senior Con-
sultant — Bone, Joint & Spine SurgeryDr. Dilip Chand Raja
.Sis a highly experienced Senior Consultant in Bone, Joint
& Spine Surgery at Kauvery Hospital Vadapalani, Chennai.
With over 15 years in the field, he specializes in orthopedic
trauma, joint replacement, and spine surgery. Dr. Raja is
one of the few surgeons in India with an accredited spine
fellowship (FNB-Spine surgery) and advanced training from
Switzerland and Germany. He has successfully performed
over 3,000 surgeries and is known for his expertise in mini-
mally invasive spine surgery, scoliosis correction, and treat-
ing complex spinal issues. Dr. Raja is also committed to
raising awareness of spinal health, particularly among older
adults, and helps improve their quality of life through treat-
ments like vertebroplasty and kyphoplasty.Kauvery Hos-
pital Vadapalaniis a leading healthcare provider offering top-
notch medical services, particularly in orthopedics and spine
surgery. The hospital is known for its advanced technol-
ogy, skilled specialists, and patient-focused care, ensuring
every patient receives personalized treatment for faster re-
covery and better outcomes.

Have a cough that just won’t go away?
It might be walking pneumonia

When symptoms like
coughing, mild fever, and fa-
tigue appear, it can be diffi-
cult to tell whether you're
dealing with a common cold
or something more serious,
like walking
pneumonia.Walking pneu-
monia, a milder lung infection
can often be mistaken for a
cold because of its subtle
symptoms.While it typically
doesn’t require intensive
treatment, understanding the
distinctions can help you
manage symptoms and
seek proper care when
needed. Dr Vikas Mittal,
Pulmonologist at CK Birla
Hospital, Delhi, provides in-
sights into  walking
pneumonia’s symptoms,

Dr Mittal said risk factors include poor nutrition, lack of sleep, exposure to air
pollutants, and viral infections. Walking pneumonia commonly affects individuals
with stronger immune systems, so it often manifests with milder symptoms.

vs. the common coldDr

causes, and treatment op-
tions.

What is walking pneu-
monia?

Walking pneumonia is
a less severe type of pneu-
monia characterised by a
localised infection in the
lungs. Unlike typical pneu-
monia, patients with walking
pneumonia usually don’t
need hospital care and may
continue with daily activities
despite mild
discomfort.According to Dr
Mittal, common symptoms
include a low-grade fever,
persistent cough, slight spu-
tum production, and occa-
sional shortness of breath.
Blood pressure, pulse rate,
and oxygen levels generally
remain stable, setting it apart
from more intense cases of
pneumonia. A white patch on
a chest X-ray often identifies

walking pneumonia, high-
lighting lung
inflammation.Causes of
walking pneumoniaThis type
of pneumonia is primarily
caused by atypical bacteria
like Mycoplasma
pneumoniae, Chlamydia
pneumoniae, and Legionella
pneumophila. While it affects
younger people more often,
anyone exposed to these
bacteria can contract it.cold
For those diagnosed with
walking pneumonia, antibiot-
ics prescribed by a doctor
are crucial for a complete re-
covery Dr Mittal said risk
factors include poor nutrition,
lack of sleep, exposure to air
pollutants, and viral infec-
tions. Walking pneumonia
commonly affects individu-
als with stronger immune
systems, so it often mani-
fests with milder symptoms.

Walking pneumonia

Mittal explained that while
walking pneumonia and the
common cold share some
overlapping symptoms,
such as coughing, mild fe-
ver, and fatigue, they also
have key
differences.Walking pneu-
monia is a bacterial infection
affecting the lungs, while the
common cold is a viral infec-
tion that typically impacts
only the upper respiratory
tract (nose and throat).An X-
ray can reveal the presence
of pneumonia, while the com-
mon cold rarely presents
signs visible on imaging. The
main distinction is in treat-
ment: walking pneumonia
requires antibiotics that tar-
get atypical bacteria, while
the common cold generally
resolves independently and
does not need
antibiotics.Treatment and

prevention tipsDr Mittal said
that antibiotics prescribed by
a doctor are crucial for a
complete recovery for those
diagnosed with walking
pneumonia. Here are pre-
ventive steps to reduce the
risk of contracting walking
pneumonia: Maintain a Bal-
anced Diet: A diet rich in vi-
tamins and minerals sup-
ports immune function. Rest
and Sleep: Proper rest
boosts your body’s natural
defenses.Regular Exercise:
Physical activity strength-
ens the immune system, re-
ducing infection vulnerability
Avoid Air Pollutants and In-
fections: Limiting exposure
to pollutants and practicing
good hygiene are essential
to reducing the risk of respi-
ratory infectionsBy under-
standing these key differ-
ences and focusing on a
healthy lifestyle.
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Diljit Dosanjh questions Bollywood music at
Mumbai concert after being slapped with
restrictions, references Allu Arjun’s Pushpa

Diljit Dosanjh performed in Mumbai on Thursday night
as a part of his Dil-Luminati India Tour. At the start of the
show, Diljit addressed the crowd and spoke about the new
advisory that was issued for him by the Maharashtra gov-
ernment, and explained it to his audience in the form of a
mythological story. The Maharashtra government issued a

notice asking the singer to not sing songs that mentioned
drugs, alcohol and violence. A similar advisory was previ-
ously issued in Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Chandigarh
before his concerts by the state governments. In a video
being shared online, Diljit addressed his audience at the
start of his concert and promised them that they would have
fun despite the restrictions.He said, “You don’t worry about
it. The advisory is for me. | will make sure that you have
double the fun than you expected.” He then shared his
thoughts about the advisory and said, “When | was doing
yoga this morning, | had a thought in my head. | thought
today’s show should start with that. When Sagar Manthan
happened, the amrit was taken by the Devtas, but the poi-
son was taken by Shiv. But Shiv also did not consume that
poison, he held it in his throat. So | have learnt that life and
the world might throw poison at you, but you should never
take it in you. That's what | have learnt. Don’t let your work
suffer. People might stop you but you should not let your-
self get bothered from inside. Enjoy, have fun.”In another
video, Diljit can be heard saying that Mumbai, which is the
primary hub of the Hindi film industry, produces a lot songs
on alcohol. “This is Mumbai right? There are lots of songs
here in movies that are on alcohol, too many songs. | don’t
want to name any artist or name their songs but you know
better. You know how many songs are made in Bollywood
but my songs are making the most noise these days,” he
said.

Shah Rukh Khan gets emotional watching son AbRam
perform at school annual day function, dances with
Abhishek Bachchan, Suhana Khan at after party,

Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan attended his
youngest son AbRam Khan’s annual day celebrations at
school on Thursday, and the videos from the event have
taken the internet by storm. The actor, known for his charm-
ing on-screen presence, was seen vibing to the music and
enjoying the performances alongside his wife Gauri Khan
and daughter, actress Suhana Khan.A video shows Shah
Rukh Khan seated alongside Suhana and Gauri as the an-
nual day function. As the children took to the stage, the “Levi-
tating X Woh Ladki Jo” mashup playing in the background,
prompting SRK to groove subtly. His infectious energy was
palpable, and it was clear that he was having the time of his
life. Watch here:In another video, Shah Rukh Khan was
seen enjoying the children’s performance on the song “Yeh
Jo Des Hai Tera” from his iconic film Swades. The actor
was seen beaming with pride as the children performed to
the song.

Throughout the event, Shah Rukh Khan was seen
sporting a suave salt-and-pepper look, and was seated in
the front row alongside Gauri and Suhana. A viral video from
the event captures the beloved actor dancing with students,
much to the delight of attendees and fans alike. SRK’s joy-
ful participation reflected his deep bond with his family and
his warm personality off-screen. It was more than an an-
nual program; it was a celebration of love, energy, and SRK!
Ending with ‘Deewangi Deewangi’ with SRK and AbRam
was the cherry on top! Abhishek Bachchan, too, joined in
the fun, creating a lively atmosphere alongside the kids and
fellow parents. The two of them were seen grooving on the

song ‘Deewangi Deewangi’ from Om Shanti Om.However,
it was a heartwarming video of Shah Rukh carefully escort-
ing Gauri to her car amidst a bustling crowd that truly stole
the show.

Following this, he held Suhana’s hand, leading her
through the crowd with a protective gesture. The touching
moment highlighted SRK’s dedication as a family man, leav-
ing fans in awe of his grounded nature.

Exes Shahid Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor
sat next to each other at kids’ annual day
function, fans react: ‘Our Geet, Aditya’

Kareena Kapoor Khan and Shahid Kapoor’s viral pho-
tos from the Dhirubhai Ambani International School’s an-
nual day function have sparked nostalgia among their fans.
The ex-couple, who is happily married to Saif Ali Khan and
Mira Rajput, respectively, attended their kids’ annual func-
tion. While Kareena was seen cheering for her kids Taimur
and Jeh, who performed at the event, Shahid Kapoor was
sitting in the row behind her, as he cheered for daughter
Misha.Fans have shared multiple photos of Kareena and
Shahid from the celebrations, and expressed their happi-
ness to see a reunion of ‘Geet’ and ‘Aditya’, their charac-
ters from Jab We Met.

“Geet and Aditya will always be in our
hearts.#KareenaKapoorKhan,” another fan on X, while an-
other wrote, “OMG — #ShahidKapoor and #KareenaKapoor
captured together in a same Frame today.” MiraRajput in
one frame at their kids annual day wasnt in my bingo list of
2024,” read another post.Kareena Kapoor and Shahid
Kapoor were in a long-term relationship but broke up during
the production of Jab We Met. Interestingly, Shahid’s daugh-
ter, Misha Kapoor, and Kareena-Saif Ali Khan’s kids Taimur
and Jeh, are in the same school.Videos of Kareena Kapoor
Khan adorably cheering for her younger son Jeh Ali Khan
during his performance are also getting a lot of love on so-
cial media. She cheered just as enthusiastically for her older
son, Taimur.Kareena also recorded her sons’ performances

on her phone. Director Karan Johar was seen sitting next
to her. Karan’s twins, Yash and Roohi, were also a part of
the performance.The event at Dhirubhai Ambani Interna-
tional School also saw other celebrity parents like Shah Rukh
Khan and Gauri Khan, who attended along with daughter
Suhana Khan. Aishwarya Rai, Abhishek Bachchan and
Amitabh Bachchan came to watch Aaradhya Bachchan’s
performance. Genelia D’'Souza and Riteish Deshmukh were

" Abhishek Bachchan,
Aishwarya Rai atiend Aaradhya’s
school function: Shah Rukh Khan

and family join too.
L :1’ i =

Amid rumours of their split, Abhishek Bachchan and
Aishwarya Rai were spotted at the annual day function of
their daughter Aaradhya Bachchan’s school on Thursday
evening. Amitabh Bachchan was also seen with the couple
at the Dhirubhai Ambani School in Mumbai.

Other than the Bachchan family, Shah Rukh Khan and
his family were seen attending AbRam’s annual day func-
tion. SRK, Gauri, and Suhana Khan were spotted at the
event. While Shah Rukh wore a formal pant shirt, Gauri
was spotted in an off-white traditional attire.

Abhishek Bachchan holds Aishwarya Rai’s
dupatta at Aaradhya’s school annual day event,
Amitabh Bachchan cheers for granddaughter.

Amidst swirling rumours of trouble in their relationship,
Aishwarya Rai and Abhishek Bachchan made a joint ap-
pearance at their daughter Aaradhya’s school annual day
function on Thursday. The couple was accompanied by
Amitabh Bachchan, who was also seen engaging with his
granddaughter Aaradhya. The Bachchan family was spot-
ted arriving at the function together. In a video doing rounds
on social media, Abhishek and Aishwarya are seen exiting
their vehicle together along with Amitabh Bachchan. The
trio is seen entering the school premises together. Both
Aishwarya and Abhishek were seen guiding Amitabh safely
into the venue.

The annual day function, held at the Dhirubhai Ambani
School in Mumbai, was a star-studded affair, with several

Bollywood celebrities, including Shah Rukh Khan and
Kareena Kapoor Khan, in attendance. Aaradhya, who par-
ticipated in a Christmas play, stole the show with her im-
pressive performance, captivating the audience with her
dialogue delivery and stage presence. SRK’s son AbRam
was also a part of this play.

The Bachchan family’s united appearance was a clear
indication that they are not paying heed to the rumours sur-
rounding their personal life. Aishwarya, in particular, was
seen graciously dismissing speculations through her ac-
tions, as she engaged with her father-in-law and ensured
his comfort amidst the crowd. Abhishek, too, was seen lov-
ingly looking after his wife, as they held hands and ex-
changed warm glances.As the evening drew to a close, the
Bachchan family made a heartwarming exit from the venue
together. Proud parents Aishwarya and Abhishek were seen
beaming with pride as they walked out of the school with
Aaradhya by their side.As they made their way to their car,
Aishwarya’s affectionate gesture towards Aaradhya was
caught on camera. The doting mother was seen planting a
tender kiss on her daughter’s cheek, praising her for her
outstanding performance on stage. The sweet moment was
a testament to the strong bond between the mother-daugh-
ter duo.With their joint appearance, the Bachchan family
has sent a clear message that they are united and not both-
ered by the rumours surrounding their personal life. The
couple’s fans also sighed in relief after spotting them to-
gether. Taking to the comments section of these videos,
they poured their love for Aishwarya and Abhishek. One
fan wrote, “To be very honest, when a family is complete
its beautiful ?? | wish every family always remain intact ??,”
another fan wrote, “Aish and Abhishek ??,” yet another fan

child when she does something new ??7??.”

Allu Arjun film is just Rs 280 cr shy of
overtaking Baahubali 2, earns Rs 1508 cr

Pushpa 2 worldwide box office collection day 15:
Pushpa 2 has collected Rs 1508 crPushpa 2 worldwide box
office collection day 15: Pushpa 2 has collected Rs 1508
cr.Pushpa 2 Box Office Collection Day 15 India & World-
wide: Allu Arjun-starrer Pushpa 2: The Rule has become
the biggest hit of the actor’s career, and even after two weeks
in the cinemas, the film is still making money in double dig-
its. On its 15th day in theatres, Pushpa 2 made Rs 17.75
crore, taking its nett domestic total to Rs 990.7 crore, as
per industry tracker Sacnilk.

Pushpa 2, which was made in Telugu but released
across India in various languages, has proved to be a big-
ger hit in Hindi as compared to Telugu. In fact, in just two
weeks, the film has crossed the box office numbers of Stree
2, which was the biggest Hindi-language hit of the year. Of
the Rs 990.7 crore, Pushpa 2 has made Rs 621.6 crore in
Hindi, Rs 295.6 crore in Telugu, Rs 52.4 crore in Tamil, Rs
13.97 crore in Malayalam and Rs 7.13 crore in Kannada.
Stree 2, which only released in Hindi, made Rs 598 crore
during its theatrical run. With the holiday season coming
up, Pushpa 2 has the chance to make a lot more money at
the box office.On the 15th day, the film saw an overall Telugu
occupancy of 18.93 percent with 481 shows in Hyderabad
witnessing around 23 percent occupancy, and 459 shows
in Bengaluru witnessing 10 percent occupancy. In Hindi,
Pushpa 2 saw 17.43 percent overall occupancy with
Mumbai having 1152 shows with 19.25 percent occupancy,
and the Delhi-NCR region having 1572 shows with 14 per-
cent occupancy.

Pushpa 2 has become the third-highest grossing In-
dian film of all time behind Dangal and Baahubali 2: The
Conclusion. Dangal made Rs 2000 crore globally after its
release in China and Baahubali 2 made over Rs 1788 crore.

Pushpa 2 has already made Rs 1508 crore in India, as per
the producers Mythri Movie Makers. Pushpa 2 might face
some competition in the Hindi region with the release of
Varun Dhawan’s Baby John but it appears that by the end
of its run, Pushpa 2 will overtake the collection of Baahubali
2.Pushpa 2’s success came with the news of a woman
dying from a stampede at the premiere of the film in
Hyderabad’s Sandhya theatre, which was attended by the
film’s star Allu Arjun. The woman’s nine-year-old son is criti-
cally injured and is still in the hospital. Previously, Allu Arjun
was arrested in connection with the woman’s death. His
security team and the theatre owners were also named in
the police complaint.

Vivek Oberoi recalls getting mobbed during Saathiya

shoot: ‘The cops put me in the police van...’

Actor Vivek Oberoi has _ -
been part of the film indus-
try for 22 years. While Vivek
put acting on the backseat
some years ago, he has
been busy on the business
front. Today, the actor has
an impressive net worth of
more than Rs 1200 crores,
and now he is set to launch
his next business venture.
Recently, on the latest epi-
sode of SCREEN’s Dear
Me, Vivek spoke about his
business and looked back at
his journey as an actor. He
also opened up about anin-
cident from Saathiya’s shoot
when cops had to be called,
and Vivek was taken in a
police van.Speaking to
SCREEN, Vivek revealed
that he had initially said no
to doing Saathiya. He
shared, “Shaad Ali was like

a childhood friend. He called
me one day and said he
wanted to show me some-
thing. He showed me the
tape of a Tamil film called
Alaipayuthey. He told me he
was making that film and
wanted me to play Maddy’s
role. | was doing Company,
so | said no. But by the end
of the movie, | was crying
and | wanted to do it. | spoke
to Mr. Verma, we figured it
out, and then finally | signed
Saathiya.”

Recalling how he shot
for 23 hours for Saathiya and
even slept on benches,
Vivek Oberoi shared,
“Saathiya was a small bud-
get film and only Rani used
to get the makeup van. | had

to go and change in restau-
rant bathrooms and hotel
washrooms. | did the touch-
ups on the streets. Nobody
knew who | was. | used to
carry the tripod on my shoul-
der and walk with the rest of
the crew. | have shot for 22-
23 hours non-stop for
Saathiya. | used to put news-
papers on the bench and
take a nap so that | looked
fresh.”Vivek further recalled
how one day during the
shoot of Saathiya, he got
mobbed by fans, and the
cops had to be called. He
said, “April 12 2002, Com-
pany released, and that Sun-
day, we were shooting near
Gaiety Galaxy’s railway
channel. It is that scene
where | am chasing Rani.

We started shooting; it was
anormal day. By then, Rani
was a star, so she had a
security guard. Around 11
am-12 pm, suddenly people
started shouting Chandu
Bhai, and | was very fasci-
nated. From those 4-5
people, almost 2000 people
gathered there, and the en-
tire security arrangement
went kaput. | was panicking
because one day was get-
ting wasted. Shaad wanted
to get me out of there, so he
pushed me into Rani’s
makeup van and | was look-
ing outside the window. They
were shouting the dialogues.
Finally, they had to call the
cops, and they said | should
get out of there. Shaad
opened the door, and he was

like stop and see this as itis
for you. He told me | was a
star. Then the cops picked
me and put me in the police
van and took me like | was
some common criminal.
Then we shot the same
scene next Sunday with
proper police
protection.”When asked if
that first brush with stardom
changed him, Vivek said,
“You don’t change overnight.
You begin to realise slowly
when the fraternity starts
showing you respect. It
starts to give you more con-
fidence. At the time when |
joined the industry, it was still
about craft and passion, and
less about box office num-
bers. | still don’t know what
business Saathiya did.
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[rwansyah, Indonesia’s singles coach, says

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Indonesian badminton coach Irwansyah, who has
been the long-time singles coach for the badminton power-
houses, has said he has accepted an offer from India after
his contract ran down with Persatuan Bulutangkis Seluruh
Indonesia (PBSI, the country’s badminton federation).
Irwansyabh is credited with the rise of men’s singles stars
Jonatan Christie and Anthony Ginting, who have both been
as high as No 2 in the world.“PBSI as my employer did not
send me to the China Masters & Superseries Final Cham-
pionship without informing me,” Irwansyah was quoted as
saying in a written statement by CNN Indonesia. “And until
now there is no clarity and reason why | was not sent and
included to accompany the players, then | decided to ac-
cept one of the offers from abroad,” said Irwansyah. “I
wanted to try a new challenge and seek new experiences
living abroad with my wife and children. My family and |
decided to accept a job offer as a coach in India.”Christie,
who won Asian Games gold in 2018, thanked the coach on
his Instagram account. “Thank you for all the good things

he has accepted a job offer to coach in India

and memories we have gone through together so far, |
wish you all the best in the future,” he posted a story.

Indonesia had a difficult men’s singles outing at Paris
2024 despite high hopes from their two star shuttlers An-
thony Ginting and Jonatan Christie. Ginting failed to progress
out of the group after defeat against Toma Junior Popov.
Christie, third seed, was eliminated by Lakshya Sen in the
group stage as well. But 2024 also saw some famous re-
sults for the singles stars from the badminton-mad nation.If
you say the results are bad, okay, Jonatan and Ginting’s
Olympics did not have good results, | accept it, | am also
responsible,” Irwansyah had told MNC Portal Indonesia
recently. “But not everything is bad. This year’s All England
we made history, the first time in 30 years, Jonatan and
Ginting in the All England final, that’s history.”lt is not clear
yet what role the Badminton Association of India has of-
fered him.Last week, BAI confirmed the appointment of Ma-
laysian doubles specialist Tan Kim Her to work with the
national team for the second time. Instrumental in pairing
Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy during his first
stint with India, the BAI statement said that “Tan will focus
on developing strong doubles partnerships and bench
strength ahead of the 2026 Asian Games and 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.”Tan has already arrived in India and has
begun his second spell with the team, joining the players in
Hyderabad.“We had been looking for quality foreign
coaches who could work with our current top players and
also guide our next-generation players as we prepare for
the 2028 Olympics. Finding the right coach took time but
we were determined to bring in those who can continue the
development of our badminton stars and also work with a
bigger group of players and help build a strong pipeline of
talent for the future,” said BAI Secretary General Sanjay
Mishra.

How Ashwin remained a committed cricketer and a
team man till his sudden and surprising exit

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

R Ashwin stood at the end of the corridor outside the
press conference room after the rain-impacted third Test
had ended in a draw. Captain Rohit Sharma was walking
just ahead of him, gesturing to the waiting journalists. “Sab
pata chalega abhi, milega! The Indian captain would say
that with a laugh, perhaps in reference to the buzz in the
press box and social media about the possible retirement
of a “big player”.

Behind Rohit, Ashwin seemed to be calming himself
before his big announcement. He took a deep breath, com-
posed himself and entered the press conference room.Just
a short while back, he had been enveloped with an emo-
tional hug by Virat Kohli. Ashwin would remarkably try his
best to shrug-off the emotions as he sat next to Rohit in
front of cameras. He was also being witty. Then the penny
dropped when he said “this is my last day ... | had a lot of
fun. | must say I've created a lot of memories alongside
Rohit and several of my other teammates, even though I've
lost some of them over the last few years. We are the last
bunch of the OGs.” He added that he won’t be taking ques-
tions as he was too emotional now to handle that load.Rohit
would talk about how he first knew about Ashwin’s mind
space when he landed in Perth on the third day of that first
Test.On the first day of that Test, just before lunch break
when the Indian top order was wobbling, Ashwin had al-
ready hit the indoor nets, bowling away.Over the next couple
of days, it became a regular occurrence. On a couple of
times, there was not even a support staff with him, as he
kept whirring away at the nets. Thud, thud ... one would
hear the sounds of his spiked shoes walking down a stair-
way and enter the indoor nets space.All along then, as Rohit
would reveal on Wednesday, he had been contemplating
retirement. Still, there was a burning desire to work on his
craft.He might be celebrated for his cerebral art but Ashwin
is an emotional cricketer. He once revealed to this news-
paper about how a stray remark by his father about his trait
to speak his mind “screwing him in his career”’, made him
retreat to a room and weep.Unable to handle the flood of
emotions, he would eventually get counseling from a thera-
pist. Of late, he said that he is in a “happy space” and trying
to gather as many “moments to remember” rather than
stress a lot about little stuff.

That happy space, or at least some sort of peace,
would pop up now and then in Australia. On the fourth day’s
play when Ravindra Jadeja, the man who replaced him in
this Brisbane Test, was about to enter the tunnel through to
the dressing room, Ashwin lunged across from the dugout
that’s in the outside space, to pat him on the back and give
him a wholesome smile. On the final morning, Ashwin and
Australia’s Nathan Lyon chatted for a long while a short dis-
tance away from the pitch. Two celebrated off spinners,
two men with more than thousand Test wickets between
them — at 537, Ashwin has four more than Lyon — would
have a nice animated discussion. Ashwin then walked
across towards the warm-up area where Jasprit Bumrah
patted his back.In Adelaide, where Rohit Sharma told him
he would play, he sweated a lot in the nets again. On the

day before the game at the nets, he had a long chat with
Gautam Gambhir and the way he then went to bat, all pur-
pose and intensity, made it feel that he was going to play
the next day.

People who know him closely say how he acquired
information about Adelaide pitch of recent vintage, and
watched highlights of those first-class games. On the morn-
ing of the game, he was seen pressing the pitch with his
fingers, walking along the length of the pitch. Later in the
day, he was seen testing the direction of the breeze, letting
tufts of grass fly, an act that Jasprit Bumrah, another per-
fectionist, too does on nearly every match day.In that game,
Ashwin ran in almost solely front-on, loaded up just up to
the shoulder. This was different from his other approach of
taking it further back or higher, and use the breeze to keep
drifting the ball into the left-handers and away from the right-
handed batsmen.He got the wicket of Mitch Marsh with one
such delivery. A sign of a bowler who had sussed out what
to do on a pitch not responsive to spin, and how to make
use of the breeze instead to do his job.

Couple of days before the Brisbane Test, his last day
at the outdoor nets, he bowled a bit and didn’t bat. Gambhir
came across for a long chat, and Ashwin padded up to bat.
Gambhir gave him throw downs, and the bowling coach,
former South African fast bowler Morne Morkel fired sev-
eral balls that kicked up chest and face-high at Ashwin from
17 yards. Ashwin hopped to pat them down, his last
cricketing activity as an India player.As he left the media
room after his announcement to retire, Rohit was asked
why this decision was taken in the middle of the series and
he said some empty words about how Ashwin’s decision
should be respected.That may be so, but with two Tests
still left, and particularly when the final game is in Sydney
where conditions can at times even allow two spinners or
at least provide the scope for the best spinner in the squad
to play, this has been an odd decision.Particularly when the
best spinner in the Indian squad, not just by reputation but
even in how all three of them have bowled thus far in these
three Test matches, is R Ashwin. His decision and
management’s inability to convince him to rethink does give
an odd whiff to the entire episode.On the final day of the
Brisbane Test, sometime in the late afternoon when India
were trying to avoid the follow-on, Yashasvi Jaiswal stood
just outside the dugout with a ball, mimicking Ashwin’s bowl-
ing action.Ashwin smiled, asked for the ball, and kept going
through his bowling action without releasing the ball. For a
long while, his eyes were fixed on the action in the middle,
but the right arm that has won innumerable games for India
kept ripping out imaginary off breaks.

Sam Konstas and Jhye Richardson added for
MCG and SCG Tests; Nathan McSweeney axed

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Australian cricketers Sam Konstas on the left and Jhye
Richardson on the right.Australian cricketers Sam Konstas
on the left and Jhye Richardson on the right. 19-year-old
Sam Konstas has been added to the Australian Test squad
in the ongoing Border Gavaskar Trophy for the remaining
two Tests in Melbourne and Sydney. The teenage pros-
pect scored an impressive ton against India representing
the Prime Minister’s Xl earlier this month in the warm-up
game at Canberra.Nathan McSweeney who made his de-
but in Perth has had his fair share of troubles against the
likes of Indian ace pacer Jasprit Bumrah as a result has
been axed from the squad. “The squad provides options as
to how we structure the Xl for the final two Tests of the
series,” said Chief Selector George Bailey on the group
picked.“Sam gets a call up to the Test squad for the first
time. His style of batting offers a point of difference and we
look forward to watching his game develop further. We re-
main confident Nathan (McSweeney) has the ability and
temperament to succeed at Test level in the future. It was a
difficult decision to leave him out,” he added. “It has clearly
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been a challenge at the top of the order for batters through-
out the series and we want to provide the option of a differ-
ent lineup for the next two matches.”In addition to the change
in the batting department, with Josh Hazlewood getting ruled
out of the series with an injury the selectors have named
West Australian Jhye Richardson as replacement. The 28-
year-old in three Tests he played so far has picked up 11
wickets at an average of 22.09.

Michael Clarke compares Rohit Sharma to Aaron
Finch and gives advice: ‘I’d rather have him go out
and back himself from ball one’

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

Rohit Sharma’s recent batting form in red-ball cricket
has been in steep decline. In the ongoing Border Gavaskar
Trophy, the Indian skipper scored just 19 runs from three
innings averaging 6.33, former Australian skipper Michael
Clarke would compare Rohit to another Australian ex-player
Aaron Finch.“Finch is a good example. He will tell you, bat-
ting in Test cricket where the ball is moving, when you are
a player who has dominated short-format cricket, it's hard
when your confidence drops. | remember having conver-

sations with Finchy, I'd rather have him go out and back
himself from ball one. Sometimes, it doesn’t look great, but
that’s the way these boys play. They are X-factor players,
match-winners. Rohit is such an important player in the In-
dian team,” Clarke said speaking to ESPN Australia.

“You never pick just based on form. He’s (Rohit) cap-
tain of the team, I'm definitely picking him. Rohit hasn’t
started here, he took some time to get back into it. He wants
some runs, and he’s an exceptional player,” Clarke
added.Rohit missed the first due to the birth of his second
child and joined for the second Test. He has also pushed
himself down the order to number six after KL Rahul had a
good outing in Perth and chipped in with a crucial half-cen-
tury at the Gabba. While there have been a few opinions
from experts and former players that Rohit has to move up,
Clarke feels otherwise.“He plays in middle-order because
he thinks it's best for the team. | won’t make any changes.
KL Rahul is doing a great job at the top, | understand that. |
don’t think it matters what format he plays; when he’s con-
fident and backing himself, playing with aggressive intent,
that's where he is at his best,” Clarke said.In addition to the
ongoing series, Rohit did have a pretty average series
against New Zealand at home averaging 15.17 and losing
the series 3-0.

How Smriti Mandhana and Richa Ghosh put to

sword West Indies’ attack for a famous series win

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

With the series on the line, Smriti Mandhana and
Richa Ghosh put on a high-intent show in Navi Mumbai
with blistering half-centuries. It was a record-breaking
night for India in Navi Mumbai on Thursday night as they
beat West Indies by 60 runs in the T20I series decider.
First, Mandhana broke the record for the most 50-plus
scores in women'’s T20Is. Once she was dismissed, Ghosh
came in and smashed an 18-ball half-century, the joint-
fastest ever in this format. And those two knocks powered
India to 217/4, their highest-ever total in women’s
T20ls.Hayley Matthews won the toss for a third straight
time and had no hesitation to bowl first, given the dew
factor at the DY Patil Stadium makes it a chase-friendly
venue. The first over from Chinelle Henry saw the ball
move around significantly and she picked up the wicket
of Uma Chetry too, who was out for a duck. India paid the
price for not being able to start well in the 2nd match of
the series but stand-in captain Mandhana quickly found
the feet.

Mandhana got going with a boundary in the second
over through the offside but her onslaught truly began in the
third. First, she took on Chinelle Henry, hitting three suc-
cessive fours. She then followed that up with 4, 6, 4, 4 after
getting back on strike in Deandra Dottin’s over, scoring
seven boundaries on the trot. It was a dream start for
Mandhana and India.At the other end, Jemimah Rodrigues
took her time to get set but helped India finish the powerplay
strongly (61/1) with three fours in Karishma Ramharack’s
over. The pleasing aspect of India’s batting was also how it
wasn’t just a Mandhana show. Once Rodrigues fell for a
busy 39, newcomer Raghvi Bist didn’t waste any time to
get going, smashing her first international six off the 6th ball
she faced.Mandhana added another feather to her cap in
what has been a good year for her personally. Her third
consecutive half century of the series was the 30th in her
career and it took her past New Zealand legend Suzie Bates,
who has 28 half-centuries and one century in the format.
The left-hander got to the landmark with a four over
midwicket, scoring a 27-ball half century. Her first century
in this format looked imminent until she got out rather softly
by lofting Dottin to the fielder at mid off.

But in came Ghosh in the 15th over, and continuing
the trend up until then, didn’t take long to fire. She smashed

the first ball for a straight six off Dottin, followed that up
with a square cut for four and it set the tone for what was
to follow. However, West Indies did give her a big re-
prieve in the next over, with Dottin and Henry getting in
each other’'s way at deep midwicket and it proved to be
rather costly. Ghosh could have actually set the outright
record for the fastest 50 but failed to connect properly
with a short ball when on 44 off 16. But off the first ball of
the last over, she reached the record-equalling milestone
with a six over midwicket. And once she fell, Sajana
Sajeevan came in to hit a first-ball boundary to take India
to their best total in this format. “First ball or last ball, if it is
in my slot, | want to go for the big shots,” Ghosh said after
the match.The target of 218 was going to be daunting but
WI showed last year they can achieve it, when they pulled
off a win in Australia. A lot depended on Matthews and
Dottin, and India were able to dismiss both of them in the
20s after getting starts.“The way Raghvi batted was im-
pressive, she came out with a lot of intent,” Mandhana
said. “Playing just a second match and hitting 4th or 5th
ball for a six... | think | would have not been able to do
that when | was playing my second match. Then [ think
the way Richa took that responsibility was superb. Even
in the last match | think her innings was really amazing
but we could not appreciate it because we could not win
the match. But today, | was just telling her | don’t know
what did she eat today.”The win marked a T20I series
victory at home for the first time in 5 years for India. As
Mandhana said, it was something that spurred the team
on. “When | saw that stat, it is not something which re-
flects on what kind of cricket we’ve played so that's what
the chat was in the morning... that today we have an
opportunity to change that, so really happy that you know
we’ve got this series win.”

India to host next edition of Para Athletics

World Championship at JLN in New Delhi

GNS News Agency, Dec 23

New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium has been
finalised as the venue for the 2025 Para Worlds slated for
26 September to 5 October 2025. This is the first time India
will host para athletics’ biggest sporting event. The devel-
opment was announced by the World Paralympic Associa-
tion (WPA) on their official website on Thursday.

The 2025 event is the 12th edition of the champion-
ships and the fourth time it is hosted in Asia, following Doha
2015, Dubai 2019 and Kobe 2024. As per WPA, the capital
will also host a World Para Athletics Grand Prix from 11 to
13 March at the same venue in 2025. The Grand Prix event
will serve as a trial event before the big competition sched-
uled for October.“We are delighted to announce that the first
major championships of the new Paralympic cycle towards
Los Angeles 2028 will be hosted in New Delhi. The 2025

ternational Para sport event ever to take place in India, rep-
resenting a massive opportunity to grow our sport, our fan
base, and to impact society’s perception of persons with
disabilities in the world’s most populous nation,” Paul
Fitzgerald, Head of World Para Athletics said.“India is one
of the best examples of the growth and development of Para
athletics in the last decade. From winning two silver med-
als at the Doha 2015 World Championships to securing 17
medals —including six gold — at this year’s Worlds in Kobe,
the progress is evident. This success reflects the work of
the National Paralympic Committee of India and the invest-
ment being made in sports, particularly Para athletics, in
the country. We have witnessed the impact major events
can have and the legacy they can leave to make Para sports
more visible and accessible to everyone. We believe this
can happen in New Delhi, and we look forward to welcom-
ing the world’s best athletes to India next year,” .

Para Athletics World Championships will be the largest in-
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