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Student Electrocutes to Death Amidst
Hostel Management Negligence

WANAPARTHY: A heartbreaking incident has unfolded in Wanaparthy district, where a 15-year-old student lost
his life due to negligence on the part of school management, raising serious questions about the accountability of
educational institutions. The tragic event occurred on Saturday when Harish, a Class 9 student from the Radiant
School hostel, was electrocuted by electric wires planted in a nearby groundnut field.Reports indicate that Harish
and a fellow student, Gautam, were exploring the adjacent peanut field when Harish inadvertently came into contact
with the live wires, leading to his untimely death at the scene. Although another student promptly informed the school
management, it was too late; Harish had already succumbed to the shock.

Death toll in Jaipur
LPG tanker crash rises to 14

Jaipur: The death toll in the LPG tanker accident on the Jaipur-Ajmer highway rose to 14 on Saturday, an official said
here.He said more than 30 people who suffered burn injuries in the massive crash are undergoing treatment.

“Five charred bodies were received yesterday. Eight others have died. Total 14 deaths have been reported so far.
Twenty-seven patients are admitted to SMS hospital and undergoing treatment. Seven are on ventilator support,” Dr
Sushil Bhati, Sawai Man Singh (SMS) Hospital Superintendent, said.
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lu Arjun attended ‘Pushpa-2' screening

despite police denying permission: CM

Hyderabad: GNS News Agency, Dec 21:Despite po-
lice permission being denied, top Telugu actor Allu Arjun
attended the theatre where ‘Pushpa-2’ was screened on
December 4, Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
charged on Saturday.Even after the death of awomanin a
stampede, the actor did not leave the cinema hall, prompt-
ing the police to force him out, CM alleged.Responding to
the issue after AIMIM MLA Akbaruddin Owaisi raised it in
the Assembly, Reddy, referring to videos in circulation, found
fault with Allu Arjun for holding a roadshow and waving to
the crowds in spite of the heavy crowd.Reddy further said
the theatre management gave a letter to the police on De-
cember 2 seeking security for the visit of top actors and
others on December 4. However, the police rejected the
application, citing difficulties in crowd management.

Before entering the theatre and exiting, the actor stood
through the sunroof of his car and waved to the crowds
leading to thousands of fans jostling to get a glimpse of him,
he said.He slammed film personalities for making a beeline
for Allu Arjun’s residence to meet him after his arrest but
not showing empathy to visit the boy who is undergoing
treatment in hospital after suffering injuries in the incident.“l
appeal to the top film personalities that they should not be
inhuman,” he said.He also said there won’t be any special
privileges when untoward incidents like death in a stam-
pede happen and said the government would not spare
those who troubled common people.A 35-year-old woman
died and her eight-year-old son was hospitalised on De-
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cember 4 during a stampede-like situation at the Sandhya
Theatre in Hyderabad when thousands of fans jostled to
have a glimpse of the actor at the premiere of the block-
buster ‘Pushpa 2,’.

Following the incident, the city police registered a case
against Allu Arjun, his security team, and the theatre man-
agement under different sections of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) at the Chikkadpally police station based on
the complaint lodged by the deceased woman’s family.Allu
Arjun was arrested by the city police in connection with the
death of the woman on December 13. The Telangana High
Court granted him a four-week interim bail on the same day
and he was released from the prison here on December 14
morning.

Telangana Assembly sees resignation challenges as
BRS, Congress argue over 24x7 power supply
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GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Hyderabad: Amidst the short discussion on Rythu
Bharosa in the Assembly on Saturday, members threw chal-
lenges of tendering resignations if their claims were proved
wrong on different issues.It all began when BRS working
president KT Rama Rao said the previous BRS govern-
ment had supplied sufficient water and 24 hours free power
supply to farmers.

Countering his statement, Roads and Buildings Min-
ister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy alleged the BRS govern-
ment had supplied power for only 11 to 14 hours a day.
Even this supply was disrupted five to six times a day, he
alleged, adding that he had personally checked the logs
books at sub-stations.“Let us visit Nalgonda soon after the

House is adjourned and check with farmers. If | am proved
wrong, | will tender my resignation in Speaker format,”
Komatireddy venkat Reddy challenged.He also said irre-
spective of the opposition by BRS and BJP MLAs, the Con-
gress government would take up River Musi rejuvenation
project.As Congress MLAs continued to cheer the Minis-
ter, the BRS working president reminded that as per the
White Paper submitted by Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka in the House, it was clearly declared that the
BRS government had on an average supplied free power
for 19.2 hours in a day.Countering the Congress party claims
that it had patent for 24 hours free power supply to farmers,
Rama Rao challenged them to check the log books at sub
stations in Nalgonda district alone.If it is proven that 24
hours free power supply is being extended to farmers, all
the BRS MLAs will tender their resignations,” Rama Rao
said.Pointing out that the barren lands in Palamuru were
transformed into fertile lands by the BRS government by
completing pending projects, he said availability of water
and power had triggered reverse migration in the district.

In reply, Tourism Minister Jupally Krishna Rao alleged
that the BRS government had failed to complete the
Palamuru Rangareddy Lift Irrigation scheme.“If | am proved
wrong, | will submit my resignation,” Krishna Rao
announced.Responding to him, the BRS working president
said Rs.4000 crore was spent by the KCR government to
complete pending projects, including Kalwakurthy, Bheema,
Nettampadu and others and water was supplied to 6.5 lakh
acres in the Palamuru district.

ACB Case Filed Against KTR in
Formula E-Race Controversy

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Hyderabad: The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) has
registered a case against former Telangana IT Minister K. T.
Rama Rao (KTR) in connection with alleged irregularities
during the Formula E-race event. The case came to light
during court proceedings, where the Advocate General (AG)
highlighted suspicious payments made to Formula E Op-
erations (FEO).According to the AG, the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development Authority (HMDA), which was not
directly involved in the event, paid ?55 crores to FEO. This
sparked questions from the judiciary regarding the purpose
and beneficiaries of these transactions. The court specifi-
cally inquired about any personal benefits that KTR might
have gained from the payments.Responding to the court's
queries, the AG clarified that the investigation would deter-
mine who benefitted from the alleged misappropriations. The
judiciary stated that the case did not qualify as an urgent

petition, allowing it to proceed under standard investigative
protocols.This development has raised concerns about the
transparency of financial dealings in high-profile events and
the accountability of public funds in such initiatives. Further
updates on the investigation are awaited.

Hyderabad High Court Denies Interim Relief
to Mohan Babu in Journalist Assault Case

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

The Telangana High Court has refused to issue in-
terim orders in the case concerning an assault on TV9 jour-
nalist Ranjith. The case is related to the alleged attack on
the journalist by individuals associated with actor Mohan
Babu.

Mohan Babu, who is seeking anticipatory bail, had re-
quested the court to prevent his arrest until the case is heard
further. His legal counsel had urged the court to grant an
order restraining the police from taking any action against
him until Monday.

PM Modi arrives In
Kuwait on a historic visit

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Kuwait City: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday afternoon arrived in Kuwait, becoming the first In-
dian Prime Minister to visit the Gulf nation in 43 years.The
PM received a grand welcome upon his arrival as he
began his historic two-day visit at the invitation of the
Amir of the State of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sababh, that is expected to take India's close ties
with the Gulf countries to another level.

PM Modi will be accorded a ceremonial guard of
honour at the Bayan Palace, following which he will be hold-
ing separate meetings with the Amir of Kuwait and the Crown
Prince of Kuwait.Delegation-level talks with the Prime Min-
ister of Kuwait will be held thereafter during which the Prime
Minister will review with the leadership of Kuwait the entire
spectrum of bilateral relations including in areas such as
the political, trade, investment, energy, culture and people-
to-people ties, and the steps that both sides need to take to
further enhance them.

The Crown Prince will be hosting a banquet in honour
of the Indian PM who is also scheduled to interact with the
Indian diaspora at a community event besides also visiting
a labour camp. During his visit, PM Modi will also attend
the opening ceremony of the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup as a
special guest of the Amir of Kuwait."Today, | am embark-
ing on a two-day visit to Kuwait at the invitation of His High-
ness Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir

of the State of Kuwait. We deeply value the historical con-
nection with Kuwait that has been nurtured over genera-
tions. We are not just strong trade and energy partners but
also have shared interest in peace, security, stability and
prosperity in the West Asia region," the Prime Minister said
in his departure statement, earlier in the day."It would be an
opportunity to chalk out a road map for a futuristic partner-
ship for the benefit of our people and the region. | eagerly
look forward to meeting the Indian diaspora in Kuwait who
have immensely contributed to the strengthening of bonds
of friendship between the two nations," the statement
added.PM Modi also said that he remains confident that his
visit will further strengthen and reinforce the special ties and
bonds of friendship between the people of India and Kuwait.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy Raises Concerns Over
Dharani Portal's Data Breach, Promises New Land Records ..

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy expressed
deep concern over the breach of sensitive land records
through the Dharani portal, a platform introduced by the pre-
vious government. He revealed that the highly confidential
land-related information of Telangana's farmers, including
Aadhaar cards, bank account details, and phone numbers,
had been exposed to foreign entities, potentially reaching
criminal organizations involved in financial crimes.Speaking
in the legislative assembly during a discussion on the
Telangana Bhoobharthi (Land Rights) Act, 2024, the Chief
Minister detailed the problems created by the Dharani por-
tal. He emphasized that despite the portal’s intent to safe-
guard land records, it had inadvertently allowed critical data
to cross national borders, potentially endangering the pri-
vacy of Telangana's farmers.

“The information collected from transactions since
2020, including Aadhaar numbers, bank accounts, and
phone numbers, has been compromised. This breach has
led to personal data falling into the hands of entities in for-
eign countries, including those involved in economic
crimes," the Chief Minister said, highlighting the grave im-
plications of the situation.The Telangana Bhoobharthi Act,
passed in 2024, aims to provide secure and reliable land
records, covering 1.52 million acres across the state. It aims
to not only preserve land ownership details but also protect
the rights of landowners. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
assured the assembly that the new law would strengthen
the land records system and restore public trust.

The Chief Minister further criticized the previous
government's handling of the Dharani portal, which saw
critical data being outsourced to foreign companies, includ-
ing those based in tax haven countries like the Cayman
Islands and British Virgin Islands. He revealed that the
portal's management shifted from one company to another,
with foreign entities, such as Falcon SG (Philippines) and
Falcon Investments, gaining access to Telangana’s land
data.The government also discovered that private compa-
nies had changed land ownership details, including govern-
ment, temple, and private land records, without proper au-
thorization. This unauthorized transfer of sensitive data, in-
cluding the manipulation of records, has raised serious con-
cerns about the integrity and safety of the information.After
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taking office, the government scrutinized the issue and
found that agreements between the previous government
and foreign companies had violated regulations, allow-
ing sensitive data to be accessed by foreign players. The
Chief Minister emphasized that these breaches were
severe, as companies like Falcon Investments, which had
access to the Dharani portal, were not only uncoopera-
tive but also obstructed the transfer of records to the Na-
tional Informatics Centre (NIC).“We decided to move the
management of the Dharani portal to NIC to ensure se-
cure and confidential handling of land records. However,
we faced resistance from these private entities, which
had illegally held on to the data,” Revanth Reddy stated.

Despite the setbacks, the Telangana government
has introduced the Bhoobharthi Act to rectify the prob-
lems caused by the Dharani portal and to ensure that
land records are secure and protected under state su-
pervision. The Chief Minister also noted that while the
process was delayed due to careful consideration, the
government’s efforts to rectify these issues would ulti-
mately benefit the people of Telangana.The Chief Minis-
ter concluded by stressing that the new legislation,
Bhoobharthi Act 2024, would be a step toward transpar-
ency and trust, aiming to bring relief to the people who
have suffered due to the mismanagement of land records.
He assured the people that his government would con-
tinue to work towards safeguarding their rights and inter-
ests, taking all necessary steps to ensure that the trust
placed in the government is never broken again.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor gives nod
to ED to prosecute Arvind Kejriwal

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Ahead of the upcoming 2025 Delhi Assembly Polls,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena has given sanction
to the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to prosecute Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief and former Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the Delhi excise policy case, according to sources
at the LG’s office.On December 5, the ED sought permis-
sion for sanction of prosecution against Mr. Kejriwal.“If LG
sir has given permission to prosecute Arvind Kejriwal ji, then
what is the problem for ED in making the copy of the ap-
proval public? This news is being spread only to mislead

people and distract them from the issues. BJP should
stop these conspiracies. Tell the truth,” senior AAP leader
and Delhi Chief Minister Atishi said in a post on social
media platform X.

ED Requests Details
from Telangana ACB
Regarding KTR Case

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has sent a letter
to the Telangana Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) seeking
details related to the case filed against K. T. Rama Rao
(KTR). The ED has requested a copy of the First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) along with specific information concern-
ing transactions from the HMDA (Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Development Authority) account.The ED is particu-
larly interested in the amounts transferred and the spe-
cific dates on which these transactions took place.



2 Ranga Reddy

INDIAN CHRONICLE

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 2024

Indian Chronicle

English Daily

|AF training hiccups| §

THE highlight of the Indian Air Force’s (IAF) 92nd
Raising Day celebrations in October this year was a typi-
ally spectacular air show, whose theme was ‘Bhartiya
ayu Sena — Saksham, Sashakt, Atmanirbhar (potent,
powerful and self-reliant)’. Those three words were sup-
bosed to reflect the IAF’s “unwavering dedication to safe-
uarding the nation’s airspace”. The ground reality, how-
ver, is not all that rosy. In a report tabled in Parliament on
Wednesday, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
bf India has flagged deficiencies in the training of IAF pi-
pots. Under intense scrutiny is the Pilatus PC-7 Mk-II air-
raft, which is being used to impart Stage-1 flying training
since 2013. The performance audit has noted that 25 per
ent of these aircraft reported 38 snags due to engine oil
paks between 2013 and 2021. No less worrying are the
Eelays in the IAF’s aircraft modernisation plans that have

ffected stages 2 and 3 of pilot training for transport and
elicopter streams.

Outdated equipment is another area of concern. The
vorld’s fourth-largest air force cannot afford to compro-
Inise on the upgrade of training simulators and aircraft.
[ rainee pilots need state-of-the-art technology to hone their
bkills. Issues such as engine oil leaks can dampen the
bpirits of aspirants who want to soar high and protect
ndia’s skies. Lowering the bar can prove to be a recipe
or disaster.

There are problems not only in terms of quality but
plso quantity. The shortage of pilots has risen from 486 to
596 in about six years, as the recruitment has fallen short
bf the targeted intake. The CAG has done its job. Now itis

p to the IAF and the government to take corrective ac-
Izsn on priority. This vital pillar of India’s defence edifice

ust not be allowed to lose its much-touted potency and
bower.

Delhi HC notifies ‘Equal
Opportunity Policy’ for
people with disabilities 7
years after Act

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

delhiAs per the policy, the Delhi HC should "prepare a
list of the identified posts in all groups - A, B and C for PWDs
in respect of the work which could be easily performed by
them” and the posts should be identified for PWDs within a
period of two months from the date of issuance of the policy
The Delhi High Court on Monday notified the framing of ‘Equall
Opportunity Policy for Persons with Disabilities’ for itself in
compliance with the mandate provided under the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

Section 21 of the Act mandates that every establish-
ment should “notify equal opportunity policy detailing mea-
sures proposed to be taken by it” for skill development and
employment of people with disabilities (PWDs). The Act
came into force on April 19, 2017, which means the Delhi
High Court has notified the policy more than seven years
after the enforcement of the Act.The policy includes em-
ployment safeguards and organising “job specific post-re-
cruitment training” programmes for PWDs, as well as en-
suring training programmes at the time of introducing “any
new technology”.

As per the policy, the Delhi HC should “prepare a list
of the identified posts in all groups — A, B and C for PWDs in
respect of the work which could be easily performed by
them” and the posts should be identified for PWDs within a
period of two months from the date of issuance of the policy
(December 16).The policy covers PWDs as prescribed
under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act,
2016, which includes contractual employees, employees
who acquire a disability during their work tenure and will
apply to “all aspects of employment, be it recruitment, train-
ing, working conditions, salary, transfers, employee ben-
efits and career advancement”.

“The Establishment of Delhi High Court would encour-
age candidates with different disabilities to apply... All va-
cancy advertisements will include an appropriate short state-
ment on equal opportunities for persons with disabilities...
Application forms shall be made available in alternate ac-
cessible formats... An inclusive valuation process shall be
followed by ensuring that a PWD is provided with any suit-
able flexibility and reasonable accommodation that may be
required so that she/he may be evaluated fairly. Any infor-
mation shared by an employee on disability/medical condi-
tion shall be kept confidential,” the policy states.“If an em-
ployee acquires a disability during her/his employment ten-
ure, she/he can return to work at the same rank and with
the same service conditions as before. In case the em-
ployee is unable to perform the current job, the organisation
shall invest in reskilling the employee for another position/
job at the same rank and if the same is not possible , the
employee shall be posted on supernumerary post until a
suitable post is available or he attains the age of superan-
nuation, whichever is earlier,” it adds.The policy further states
that “as far as possible, the PWDs may be exempted from
the rotational transfer policy/transfer and be allowed to con-
tinue in the same job, where - they would have achieved
the optimum performance,” and subject to availability, the
Delhi HC should “provide accessible accommodation to the
PWDs near their place of posting and they will be preferred
for allotment of ground floor accommodation”.PWDs em-
ployed in Delhi HC can also seek reimbursement for
assistive aids and devices from the department from which
they draw their salary under the policy. The policy also stipu-
lates that any new facility that is built or renovated in Delhi
HC “will be evaluated for compliance with accessibility stan-
dards at different stages of the building construction”.The
policy highlights that the buildings of Delhi HC already com-
ply with the RPWD Act. This includes features such as
ramps, grab bars, wider doorways for accessibility, lifts,
tactile paths, and provisions for wheelchair access.

Gateway of India to Elephanta Caves: the tourist
route on which Mumbai ferry accident took place

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Hundreds of tourists come to Mumbai in December,
with many choosing to visit Gateway of India, which was
built in the 20th century to commemorate the landing of King
George V and Queen Mary in Indiain 1911. Its location on
the waterfront, overlooking the Arabian Sea, also makes it
a popular tourist choice, and many opt for a ferry ride.The
tourists can choose between a quick joyride nearby or travel
to Elephanta Caves or Mandwa jetty to the coastal town of
Alibaug. The Mumbai ferry accident on Wednesday took
place while the vessel was on its way to Elephanta Caves.At
least 13 people, including four women and two children, were
killed when an Indian Navy speedboat “lost control” during
“engine trials” and crashed into the private ferry heading
from Gateway of India to Elephanta Island.

Elephanta Caves or the island of GharapuriElephanta
or Gharapuriis an island in the Arabian Sea about nine nau-
tical miles or 11 km from Gateway of India, designated as a
Unesco heritage site in 1987.The 7th-century caves, cut-
ting into the granite hills, are the tourist attraction on the
island which has a population of over 1,200. lts name comes
from the large elephant-shaped sculpture on the island found
by Portuguese navigators, and Gharapuri means a city of
caves.To the east, is Stupa Hill with a small brick Buddhist

monument at the top, with two caves, and to the west, is a
larger group of caves consisting of five rock-cut Hindu
shrines, the ministry says.According to the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Tourism, the caves, “constitute one of the most
striking collections of rock art in India”. “The main cave is
universally famous for its carvings to the glory of Shiva,
who is exalted in various forms and actions,” the ministry
website says.Tourists usually take an hour-long ferry ride
to Elephanta Caves from Gateway of India, with ferries op-
erating every 30 minutes to an hour, usually from 9 am,
with the last one departing from the island at around 5 pm.
After alighting at Elephanta, tourists can take a toy train to
the foot of the village or walk. Once in the village, tourists
can walk over 100 steps to reach the caves.Many groups
offer day-long trips to the island, with estimates that a mil-
lion tourists visit the island per year.The ferries from Gate-
way of India are the most popular way of reaching the is-
land. Another route is from Belapur to Navi Mumbai. Since
Gateway of India is a popular tourist spot, most of the visi-
tors to the island take this route.Most of the ferries which
ply to the island are wooden boats, which usually offer an
affordable fare of Rs 100, and above, depending on whether
people choose the upper or lower decks. En route, tourists
can see commercial ships, including tankers or cargo ships.
While returning, tourists get a complete view of the Apollo
Bunder, including the Taj Hotel.Around 80 wooden boats
operate on routes to Elephanta and Mandwa, accommo-
dating an average of 2,000 passengers daily — a number
that goes up on weekends and holidays.While life jackets
are mandated to be on the ferries for emergencies, pas-
sengers are not asked to wear those during the ride, unlike
in many tourist boats elsewhere where they are mandatory
at the time of boarding.There have been no incidents of
boats capsizing on the Elephanta route recently. In 2020, a
boat on the way to Mandwa capsized but all 88 passengers
were rescued.

Kejriwal writes to BJP allies Chandrababu Naidu,
Nitish Kumar on Amit Shah-Ambedkar row:
‘Expect you to deeply reflect on this issue’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Arvind Kejriwal“Babasaheb is not just a leader but the
soul of our nation. After this statement by the BJP, people
expect you to deeply reflect on this issue...,” Kejriwal said
in the letter. A day after holding a protest outside the BJP
headquarters alleging that Union Home Minister Amit Shah
had insulted Dr B R Ambedkar in the Rajya Sabha on Tues-
day, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal on Thurs-
day wrote to Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and his Bihar counterpart Nitish Kumar, seeking their
response on the matter. Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and Kumar’s Janata Dal (United) are key BJP
allies."Babasaheb is not just a leader but the soul of our
nation. After this statement by the BJP, people expect you
to deeply reflect on this issue...,” Kejriwal said in the
letter.The Opposition has been demanding Shah’s “removal”
from the Cabinet, accusing him of “insulting” Ambedkar in
his remarks in Rajya Sabha. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reacted to the row by hitting out at the Congress “and its
rotten ecosystem” for “their malicious lies”.In a post on X,
Kejriwal shared the letter and said, “BJP has insulted
Babasaheb in Parliament. People feel that those who love
Babasaheb cannot support BJP. You should also think about
this.”

In his letter, Kejriwal said, “Recently in Parliament, a
statement made by the Home Minister of the country, Amit
Shah Ji, regarding Babasaheb has left the entire nation
stunned. His remark that ‘chanting Ambedkar-Ambedkar
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has become a fashion these days’ is not only disrespectful
but also reveals the BJP’s perspective towards Babasaheb
and our Constitution.”Kejriwal further pointed out that
Ambedkar was honoured with a ‘Doctor of Laws’ degree by
Columbia University, had authored the Indian Constitution,
and championed equal rights for the most marginalized
sections of society. “How did the BJP have the audacity to
make such a comment about him?” Kejriwal said.Saying
that Shah’s remark in Parliament had hurt the sentiments
of millions of people across the country, Kejriwal said, “In-
stead of apologising for his statement, Amit Shah Ji justi-
fied it. The Prime Minister publicly supported Amit Shah
Ji's remark, which added insult to injury...People are be-
ginning to feel that those who revere Babasaheb can no
longer support the BJP.”

RG Kar rape and murder victim’s parents move
Calcutta High Court, seeking fresh investigation

GNS News Agency, Dec 21
RG Kar hospital rape and murder case, calcutta high
court, indian expresslin court, their counsel stated that the
parents of the deceased doctor do not have confidence in
the current investigation, which is being led by the Central
Bureau of Investigation The parents of the R G Kar rape
and murder victim have moved the Calcutta High Court,
seeking a fresh investigation into the murder of their
daughter.In court, their counsel stated that the parents of
the deceased doctor do not have confidence in the current
investigation, which is being led by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). They appealed to the court to order a
fresh investigation “soon” as all the evidence “has disap-

peared in the name of this investigation”. A single bench of
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh has asked the CBI to be made a
party in the case and ordered the matter to be taken up
again on Monday.The day-to-day trial has already com-
menced in the case in a lower court and statements are
already being recorded.Sandip Ghosh, former principal of
R G Kar Medical College and Hospital, and Abhijit Mondol,
then officer-in-charge of Tala police station, were granted
bail in the case by a court in Kolkata on December 14 after
the CBI failed to submit a charge sheet within 90 days.On
September 14, the CBI had arrested them for allegedly tam-
pering with evidence in the case and allegedly trying to “hush
up” the incident. Three days after a civic volunteer working
for Kolkata police was arrested on suspicion of committing
the August 9 crime, the Calcutta High Court transferred the
investigation to the CBI, stating that the Kolkata Police’s
investigation did not inspire confidence.Junior doctors in
West Bengal undertook a strike action for 42 days demand-
ing a thorough probe of the incident and security at hospi-
tals. The trial in the rape and murder case of a doctor com-
menced in a Kolkata court on November 11, three months
after the body was found inside the state-run RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital. The proceedings were held on-
camera at the court of additional district and sessions judge
Anirban Das.

Karnataka High Court stays probe against
Republic TV’s Arnab Goswami in fake news case

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

The Karnataka High Court on Tuesday passed an in-
terim stay on criminal proceedings initiated against Arnab
Goswami, Republic TV editor-in-chief and managing direc-
tor, in a fake news case. The matter was heard on Tues-
day afternoon by a bench consisting of Justice M
Nagaprasanna of the Bengaluru bench, in response to a
petition by Goswami to quash the proceedings.The case
pertains to a complaint regarding a news report broadcast
by Republic Kannada channel on March 27 which said that
traffic on Bengaluru’s MG Road was stopped to clear the
way for Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, resulting in an ambu-
lance getting stuck in the traffic. had earlier reported that
Congress member Ravindra in his petition filed against
Goswami and Republic Kannada editor Niranjan had pointed
out that Siddaramaiah was actually in Mysuru at the time of
the alleged incident.The complaint filed under Section 505

(2) (for creating enmity) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) al-
leged that fake news had been broadcast ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections to mislead the public.Goswami’s counsel
stated, “505 (2) is not attracted assuming entire material (is
correct).....only by a few minutes oversight it was on air
and then there was an apology”.“The petitioner is hauled
into these proceedings for offence punishable under 505
(2) of the IPC....the crux of the allegation is a news item
aired on Republic TV Kannada where the information about
public suffering due to....movement of the CM. The news
appeared to be a canard. Immediately after, the news is
deleted. All this happens within 24 hours. By then the re-
spondent has sought to register the crime against the
petitioner....it is ununderstandable as to how 505(2) could
spring as to its remotest sense in the case at hand. If such
reckless registrations were permitted to be continued, it
would be an abuse of process of law,” the bench stated.

Mumbai boat accident
With 2 passengers still miss-
Ing, Search ops continue

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

mumbai boat accident, indian expressA military heli-
copter flies over a ferry during a rescue operation after a
passenger boat capsized off the coast of India's financial
capital Mumbai. A day after 13 people were killed after a
Navy speedboat “lost control” and crashed into a private
ferry off the Mumbai coast, search operations continued on
Thursday as two passengers, a man and a child, were still
reported missing.Coast Guard rescue teams along with
other authorities are trying to locate the missing passen-
gers, a defence spokesperson said on ThursdayOn
Wednesday, the ferry, Neel Kamal, capsized off Karanja,
Mumbai, at around 4 pm after a Navy speedboat, which
was undergoing trials for a newly fitted engine, collided with
it. At least 100 people were rescued by the Coast Guard
and other security personnel.The accident took place after
the new engine was fitted and six individuals — including
four Original Engine Manufacturer representatives — be-
gan the trial. The rider allegedly lost control, leading to the
collision with the ferry transporting passengers from Gate-
way of India to Elephanta Island, a popular tourist
destination.While the exact cause of the incident is still un-
known, it is suspected that engine malfunction led to the
incident, the police sources said. Navy officials said that a
board of inquiry would be held to understand the cause of
the incident. “We will investigate how the engine malfunc-
tioned and determine if any other factors contributed to the
mishap,” an official said. The Mumbai police have registered
an FIR under relevant sections of negligence, among oth-
ers, against the occupants of the speedboat, including the
Navy boat driver, on the complaint of ferry passenger
Natharam Chaudhary, who also shot a video of the incident
that went viral on social media.

Haryana Agriminister Shyam Singh
Rana plans to increase farmer
noentive o stop stubble buming

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Haryana Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister
Shyam Singh Rana (76) has stated that they (the govern-
ment) will try to increase the incentive being given to the
farmers for not indulging in stubble burning.Currently, the
state government gives Rs 1,000 per acre for managing
leftover paddy crop residue. The officials say this initiative
is one of the chief factors which has reduced the stubble
burning incidents by 47% this year in comparison to
2023.Talking to The Indian Express, Rana said: “We will try
to increase this amount of incentive to the farmers.... It will
be increased and then it would be the responsibility of the
farmers to incorporate the leftover crop residue into their
fields instead of burning it.”

Rana, who comes from agriculture background, says
during his farming days he used to incorporate the paddy
crop residue into the soil as it enhances its (soil) fertility,
apart from increasing the crop production. “The right place
for the leftover crop residue is the agricultural fields itself.
Such a step would reduce the requirement of fertilisers and
would make the soil self-reliant,” he adds.The financial in-
centive of Rs 1,000 per acre to the farmers is one of the
key initiatives of the state government to stop farm fires.
Tillnow, as many as 1.87 lakh farmers have registered their
16.31 lakh acres to avail of the benefit of Rs 1,000 per acre
with an undertaking that they would not indulge in stubble
burning. This year paddy was sown in about 38.87 lakh acres
in the state. In the financial year 2023-24, the state govern-
ment had allocated Rs 120 crore to 1.10 lakh farmers un-
der this scheme.Rana also urges the farmers not to burn
the crop residue stating “if there is air pollution, it affects the
farmer concerned and his family first”.

The agriculture minister also shares the plans of the
government to link the distribution of fertilisers, especially
DAP (Di-ammonium phosphate), with the ‘Meri Fasal-Mera
Byora’ portal of the government. At several places this year,
the farmers had to stand in long queues to get bags of DAP
for their mustard and wheat crops. At some places, the
police were called to control the crowd of the farmers gath-
ered to get DAP while the tokens for the fertiliser were dis-
tributed from Tosham police station after it (fertiliser) could
not be distributed from a cooperative society as the farm-
ers outnumbered the bags of the fertiliser. The officials
claimed the shortage was the outcome of the panic and
rush among Haryana farmers to take DAP bags as early
as possible following reports of paucity of the fertiliser in
other parts of the country.

Explaining about the new plan, Rana says: “The ‘Meri
Fasal-Mera Byora’ portal has details of landholdings of all
the farmers. It will be expanded to make a provision under
which the farmers will be able to get fertiliser directly from
the distributors as per their landholdings. With this, the farm-
ers need not stand in queue and the problem will be solved
forever.”

Rana, who also looks after the animal husbandry,
dairying, and fisheries portfolios, says services will be ex-
panded in pet hospitals to ensure better care for pet dogs.
He adds that the state government will formulate a com-
prehensive plan for stray dogs to ensure proper manage-
ment and welfare. He insists that there will be no shortage
of funds for the welfare of animals.

Political journey of RanaAn agriculturist by profession,
Rana has been elected from Radaur constituency this time.
He was Chief Parliamentary Secretary during the first BJP
government led by Manohar Lal Khattar in Haryana. Rana
was among four BJP leaders who had announced their
support to the farmers agitating against the now-repealed
three central farm laws in 2020. Rana had then left the BJP
over the contentious issue of farm laws and joined the In-
dian National Lok Dal (INLD). However, in July this year,
he returned to the saffron party and contested the election
from Radaur. Earlier in 2014 too, Rana was elected to the
Haryana Assembly from Radaur on a BJP ticket. In 2019,
the BJP had fielded the then minister and sitting MLA (from
Indri), Karan Dev Kamboj, from Radaur in place of Rana

but Knmhnj hadlostthe elections
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‘Platelet-rich plasma helps in early ‘NOt impl'Opel‘ or perVerSE’Z Kerala HC llphOldS
panel’s decision to hand over Communist

stages of knee osteoarthritis’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

osteoarthritisDr. Patel's study has established crucial
insights into the therapeutic potential of PRP, paving the
way for enhanced treatments for knee osteoarthritis.Dr
Sandeep Patel, Associate Professor at the Department of
Orthopaedics, Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, has recently been
honoured with the Gold Medal for Best Published Orthope-
dic Research of 2024 at the 69th National Conference of
the Indian Orthopaedic Association (IOACON). The acco-
lade celebrates Dr Patel’s research on the
Chondroprotective Role of Single Platelet-Rich Plasma
(PRP) Injection for Osteoarthritis (OA) in guinea pigs. His
study has established crucial insights into the therapeutic
potential of PRP, paving the way for enhanced treatments
for knee osteoarthritis. He has published three studies in
internationally reputed journals, elucidating the role of PRP
in knee osteoarthritis. His extensive body of work includes
defining the ideal PRP dose for knee osteoarthritis, termed
as Superdose PRP, investigating the variables critical to
PRP efficacy, such as injection protocols, dose optimisation
and the use of activators, and conducting experimental re-
search using guinea pigs to explore PRP’s dual mecha-
nism of action in reducing inflammation and protecting car-
tilage by delaying apoptosis. Dr Patel talks about the latest
advancements in the field and how PRP is used in patient
care at the PGI.Please share key points of your three stud-
ies on the role of PRP in knee osteoarthritis.In the past 10
months, we have had three international publications on
PRP and OA in various journals. Another landmark paper,
which we published in February 2024 is on the ideal dose of
platelets required for knee OA which we refer to as a
Superdose PRP. Another Clinical trial (RCT) published in
May 2024 addressed the need for an activator, along with
PRP. We found no advantage of adding an activator. We
aim to understand the product PRP better, how it acts for
knee OA, and work on improving it to give the best results
to our patients.

What is regenerative orthopaedics and how are we
using it on patients in PGI?

Regenerative orthopaedics involves using cells de-
rived from our body to accelerate the repair of damaged
tissues and possibly some regeneration. It’s still in a na-
scent stage and a lot of research is happening across the
globe to understand tissue healing better. PRP, bone mar-
row-derived mesenchymal stem cells, and gene therapy
are some options. At PGI, we are using some of these for
limited conditions where we have some evidence of its role

like knee OA.

How does PRP work and what are its benefits? What
is superdose PRP?

PRP works for knee OA and provides relief from pain
and better function primarily by decreasing inflammation
responsible for pain. Symptoms of early knee or Grade 1
OA include recurrent and persistent knee pain and inflam-
mation. This is when the joint has not worn out and pain is
the firstindicator, with a simple X-Ray needed to grade it. A
clinical trial conducted by the department, studying the ef-
fects of administering PRP in the treatment of early arthritis
indicates using a super dose PRP of 8 ml jumpstarts the
healing of tissues as PRP gives signals to the body\tissues
to start healing and working.The PRP has anti-inflamma-
tory and regenerative properties and is used for knee ar-
thritis. In place of 4 ml, an 8 ml dose of PRP, which con-
tains 5 billion platelets helps in the repair. As the knee is a
big joint, the super dose PRP is used for it, and it is most
effective in early knee arthritis. PRP is a clinical decision
and not a painkiller, and a signal for the body to stimulate
and heal. As part of the PRP therapy, blood is drawn from a
patient and platelets are separated from the blood and con-
centrated. Endowed with cytokines and growth factors, this
helps in the repair and regeneration of tissues.

Your research mentions dual action.

Chondral remodelling means decreasing cartilage
wearing, another important mechanism of PRP. It works
by decreasing the death of cells (chondrocytes) found in
the cartilage, improving collagen and other extracellular ma-
trix substances. The challenge is to ensure a continued
supply of these growth factors to knees for more prolonged
action of these products. That is where repeated injection
(12-18 months’ gap) could be an effective option to ensure
continued long-term effects.

What are the indications for using it?

Early stages of OA in young patients (45-60) and no
mechanical malalignment are important. PRP is a biologi-
cal solution for inflammation and cartilage cells. However,
addressing other aspects like obesity, genetic predisposi-
tion and previous trauma is equally important. Giving a re-
alistic expectation to the patient is important rather than
promising wonders and expecting total regeneration, which
helps decrease pain and improves functions. It should be
used only as an adjunct, along with a multimodal manage-
ment strategy, including lifestyle modification, weight loss
and exercise.

What are you working on these days?

We are working on different routes and sites of PRP
injection into knees to target other areas responsible for OA
pathogenesis. We are also looking at the growth factor pro-
file and composition of Superdose PRP to understand it
better.

What are your suggestions for keeping our knees
healthy?Osteoarthritis, which refers to degeneration, is typi-
cally present from 50 years onwards. But at the PGI, we
see many patients between 45 and 50 years with more
degeneration. Lack of exercise weakens your muscles, but
when you move, your circulation improves. Eat a healthful
diet, keep your weight in control, don’t self-medicate and
seek consultation early.

Indian pleads guilty in Florida court for

‘trying to engage minor in sexual activity’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

A 24-year-old Indian national from Guijarat, Kirtan Patel,
pleaded guilty to “attempting to entice a minor to engage in
sexual activity”, according to a statement from the US
Attorney’s Office, Middle District of Florida, on
Thursday.Patel, who was arrested in July this year, faces
a minimum penalty of 10 years, up to life, in federal prison.
A sentencing date is yet to be decided.He was among 33
men of various nationalities arrested after a sting operation
by the Marion County Sheriff's Office (MCSO), along with
assistance from the Ocala Police Department, Chiefland
Police Department, and the Department of Homeland
Security.Indian national from Gujarat, Kirtan Patel, gujarat
news, indian express Indian national from Gujarat, Kirtan
Patel was among the 33 men of various nationalities ar-
rested after a sting operation by the Marion County Sheriff’s
Office (MCSO)Patel allegedly approached an undercover
officer, posing as a minor online, “seeking to engage in sexual
activity”. According to officials of the Marion County Sheriff's
office, in online interactions, Patel allegedly engaged in
“sexually explicit conversations and graphically described
the sexual acts”.

According to the indictment, between May 22 and 24,
Patel knowingly attempted to persuade and coerce an indi-
vidual he believed had not yet attained 18 years of age to
engage in sexual activity. This case was investigated by
HSI Orlando and the MCSO. Patel was arrested on July 18
when he traveled to a location in Marion County to engage
in sexual activity with the child. According to the indictment
of the 33 men caught in the sting, nine, including Patel, had
“actually travelled to have sex with minors”.The MCSO re-

lease said, “Many of these (arrested) men arranged to meet
with what they thought was a child between the ages of 13-
15 years old. Some of them even travelled from outside of
Florida to arrange meeting places. Deputies and detectives
seized guns, drugs, cash, and vehicles from these offend-
ers, and more arrests are expected as detectives follow up
with various cases.”The case is being prosecuted by As-
sistant United States Attorney Sarah Janette
Swartzberg.“This case was brought as part of Project Safe
Childhood, a nationwide initiative launched in May 2006 by
the Department of Justice to combat the growing epidemic
of child sexual exploitation and abuse. Led by United States
Attorneys’ Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child Exploi-
tation and Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe Child-
hood marshals federal, state, and local resources to locate,
apprehend, and prosecute individuals who sexually exploit
children, and to identify and rescue victims,” the release
from the US Attorney’s Office from Middle District, Florida,
said.

School boys abused sexually opened up to fellow
students during a game of drawing chits: Cops

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Police who are investigating the case sexual abuse of
two boys by a dance teacher at a city school said that the
10 and 11 year olds first opened up to fellow students while
playing a game of drawing chits. The students then ap-
proached the school counsellor who in turn alerted the
authorities.Police said that they were also investigating if
any other students were subjected to abuse by the 39-year-
old teacher who had been working with the school for the
past two years. Officials said that the services of the teacher
have been terminated as the incident came to light.

Two separate First Information Reports have been
registered against the teacher under the provisions of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
at a police station in the city. The two boys aged 10 and 11
are students of class 4 and 6 at the school.The accused
teacher was arrested on Tuesday afternoon in connection
to one of the two offences. On Wednesday the teacher was
produced before a court in Pune and was remanded to po-
lice custody of four days. He will be arrested for the second
case after his questioning in the first case gets over, offi-
cials said.

Deputy Commissioner of Police Sambhaji Kadam said,
“We now know that a group of students was playing a game

of drawing chits on Monday. The student who drew the chit
had to speak or do something about the word that was in
the chit. While talking about one of the words, the discus-
sion shifted to the lessons learnt during the group counsel-
ling sessions on the concept of good touch and bad touch.
It was at this point that the two boys opened up to the fellow
students about the abuse by the accused teacher. The group
of students then approached the school counsellor and the
counsellor alerted the school management. The school
authorities approached us and within less than an hour we
arrested the accused teacher.”DCP Kadam added, “Almost
all the schools conduct group counselling sessions on ‘good
touch and bad touch’ and other related concepts. Staff and
officials from police stations also hold sessions at the
schools in jurisdiction on these topics. We believe that be-
cause the students were sensitised in this regard and
showed the courage to come forward and report, we could
apprehend the accused.”We will now be establishing the
sequence of events of the crime. Probe suggests that the
accused teacher has abused the two students multiple times
in the past with the latest incident being around a week ago.
We will be speaking to other students and teachers and
also looking at the CCTV cameras installed in the school
as part of the investigation.” an officer from the police sta-

leader’s body for medical research

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Lawrence’s daughters Asha and Sujatha Boban
wanted to give a Christian burial for the Communist, but his
son ML Sajeevan wanted to hand over the body to the Gov-
ernment Medical College, Ernakulam.Lawrence’s daugh-
ters Asha and Sujatha Boban wanted to give a Christian
burial for the Communist, but his son ML Sajeevan wanted
to hand over the body to the Government Medical College,
Ernakulam.A Division Bench of Kerala High Court Wednes-
day dismissed the appeals filed by daughters of late Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) veteran MM Lawrence
against handing over his body for medical
research.Lawrence’s daughters Asha and Sujatha Boban
wanted to give a Christian burial for the Communist, but his
son ML Sajeevan wanted to hand over the body to the Gov-
ernment Medical College, Ernakulam.Upholding the direc-
tive of the court’s Single Bench, which ratified the decision
to hand over the body for academic purposes, the Division
Bench of Chief Justice Nitin Jamdar and Justice S Manu
said: “Given the regrettable disagreement at the heart of
the litigation, it is also preferable that quietus be reached in
this case as soon as possible”.

However, the daughters lawyer R Krishna Raj said

they would appeal the ruling in the Supreme Court in the
next two days.In its ruling, the Division Bench noted that
Asha’s case wasn’t that the deceased had expressed a
desire to have his body buried following the Christian funerary
practices. Instead, her claim is only on the basis of an infer-
ence she attempts to draw from the fact that her father had
followed certain religious practices.“That by itself is not a
sufficient reason in our view to reject the more probable
case of Sajeevan in the facts and circumstances of this
case,” it said.

The court said Sajeevan had “rightly” submitted that
there is no contradiction in as much as the deceased could
be a devout Christian and yet wished to donate his body to
science. The purpose of Section 4A of Anatomy Act, ac-
cording to the court, was to enable persons to donate the
body to institutions conducting studies in medical science
and make the bodies other than unclaimed bodies avail-
able for furtherance of science.“This enactment does not
contemplate adjudication of disputed questions,” it said. “The
decision of the government medical college (which exam-
ined the claims of the children of Lawrence and stood for
donation of the body), cannot be termed improper or per-
verse.”

Lawrence died in Kochi on September 21, at the age
of 95. After Asha opposed the move to hand over the body
for medical research, the high court, acting upon her peti-
tion, directed the government medical college to conduct a
hearing.During the hearing, Lawrence son Sajeevan filed
an affidavit claiming that on 9 March, 2024, when his men-
tal faculties were intact, his father had told him and two other
witnesses that he wanted his body donated for medical re-
search. While an advisory council set up for the purpose
recommended handing the body for medical research, Asha
announced she would appeal the decision in court. Her sis-
ter Sujatha too eventually became a party in the case and
argued in her favour.

Behind extortion calls in Delhi, two ‘gang members

passing info on targets from Rajasthan prison’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Over the past few weeks, a spate of extortion calls to
businessmen in Delhi and NCR had kept citizens as well
as the police on their toes. Police knew that gangsters, some
of them in jail, were behind them but couldn’t ascertain how
they knew whom to target.Police have now solved the
puzzle. It was two members of different gangs, lodged in
the district jail at Rajasthan’s Dausa, who were passing on
the information that they got from a man on the outside,
said officers.One of the men was Mehtab Kana, a member
of the erstwhile Mukim Kala gang, said a senior police of-
ficer said Wednesday. The second was Sumit Yadav, an
associate of gangster Lawrence Bishnoi.

Lodged in Dausa jall, the officer said, Kana has alleg-
edly been providing the Lawrence Bishnoi syndicate tip-offs
about businessmen who could be extorted in Delhi-NCR,
he added.Hailing from Balwa Gurjan village in UP’s Shamli,
31-year-old Kana — who also goes by the aliases Jeeva
and Pradhan — has been booked in cases of murder, at-
tempt to murder and robbery in UP and Rajasthan and is
serving a life term in one of the cases, the officer
added.Police said Kana was arrested in 2015 in connection
with a November 2014 murder. He was lodged in a jail in
Jaipur till early 2023, before being shifted to Dausa district
jail. “In the interim, in 2021, Mukim Kala was killed in a
Chitrakoot jail during a gang war. Since then, Kana has taken
charge of the gang,” the officer said.It was at Dausa jail in
2023, the officer claimed, that Kana allied his gang with the
Lawrence Bishnoi-Hashim Baba syndicate. “During this
time, he came in contact with Yadav who was initially lodged
at a high-security prison in Ajmer in connection to a murder
case before being shifted to the Dausa jail,” the officer
said.Police also found that the information was being passed
on by Kana’s relative.

“The relative, Irfan, lived in Delhi’s Kabir Nagar. Kana
asked Irfan to visit prominent places and markets in Delhi
and get details of businessmen making huge profits. Irfan
would get phone numbers of these businessmen and give
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them to Kana, who, in turn, would share them with Yadav,”
the officer said, adding that Yadav would then forward the
details to Rohit Godara, an aide of Lawrence Bishnoi.Police
said Irfan’s role came to light when a school owner at Jamia
Nagar filed a complaint at Shaheen Bagh police station on
November 5, claiming he received a call from Godara de-
manding Rs 2 crore. “Irfan and his associate had passed
on the details of the school owner to Kana. Technical sur-
veillance revealed Irfan used to contact Kana and Yadav in
Dausa jail frequently,” the officer said.On November 30, Irfan
and his associate were arrested by a team of the Special
Cell (New Delhi Range), police said.This was the second
businessman whose information Irfan had passed on to
Godara, said police. “In September, a jeans trader in
Vikaspuri received an extortion call from Godara, which was
also based on Irfan’s information,” the officer said.Police
said Irfan (27), who was in the jeans trading business, didn’t
have a previous criminal record. “His brother is currently
lodged in Mandoli jail, and was in contact with members of
the Bishnoi-Baba gang. Through him, Irfan got in touch with
Kana and Yadav,” the officer said.After Irfan’s arrest, Delhi
Police has requested for production of Kana from Rajasthan,
a police officer said.The officer said Kana was also instru-
mental in facilitating an alliance between Mukim Kala and
gangster Anil Dujana in 2015; the latter arranged weapons,
including AK 47, for the gang.

How will the AAP govt’s free healthcare
scheme for the elderly work?

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal’s latest
announcement of free healthcare for Delhi voters aged 60
years and above poses a counter to BJP’s allegations of
neglecting the elderly population in the Capital by not adopt-
ing the Centre’s Ayushman Bharat health insurance
scheme.On Wednesday, Kejriwal announced that the
‘Sanjeevani Yojana’, which promises free medical care in
government and private hospitals for all citizens above 60,
will not have an income cap or upper limit for eligibility.
“Chahe ameer ho ya gareeb, sabka ilaaj free mai karvaya
jayega (Whether one is rich or poor, treatment will be free).
We will bear the entire cost of the treatment,” he said.

Earlier in the year, the AAP came under fire from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as he spoke about Delhi and West
Bengal being the two states that were yet to implement the
scheme. He said that he felt apologetic that he could not
help the people of these two states.While a concrete policy
is yet to be drafted, officials said, ‘Sanjeevani Yojana’ is
being seen like an extension of the Delhi government’s sur-
gery referral scheme. Under this scheme, if a particular
surgery cannot be performed at a government hospital, or
if the waiting time for surgery is more than a month, the
patient is referred to a private hospital and the cost is borne
by the government. Over 12,000 people have availed of the
scheme between 2022-24, as per government data.“We are
already paying for surgeries in empanelled private hospi-
tals as per the scheme’s eligibility. This can be seen like an
extension of that. Earlier, people would have to get referred
to a private hospital by a government hospital doctor. Now
that process will be eliminated,” said Delhi Health Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj.At present, 81 hospitals are empanelled
with the government for the implementation of the surgery
scheme. These do not include hospitals run by Max
Healthcare, Fortis Healthcare and Apollo Hospitals. “The
number of empanelled hospitals can be increased if need
be,” Bharadwaj added.

Asked about the financial implication of the new
scheme, officials said a detailed document was yet to be

ra

drafted but the Health Department had prepared a prelimi-
nary report.“We have seen that under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme, the expenditure per patient is not too high. We
expect that the case will be the same in Delhi,” the health
minister added.A reply by Union Health Minister J P Nadda
in the Lok Sabha on December 6 contained expenses in-
curred under the Ayushman Bharat scheme in districts in
Gujarat and Tripura.ln Ahmedabad district, in 2023-24, data
shows, an average expenditure of Rs 28,773 was incurred
per patient under the scheme. The number of beneficiaries
that availed the benefit in the duration was over 1.49
lakh.Senior AAP leader, Jasmine Shah, meanwhile, posted
on X that Delhi’s expenditure on health schemes was higher
than that allocated by the Centre for Ayushman Bharat. “The
AAP government in Delhi spends Rs 9,000 crore annually
on its health schemes whereas the annual budget of
Ayushman Bharat scheme for the entire country is Rs 7,000
crore...,” he wrote.When asked if the Delhi government still
plans to find a way for the Ayushman Bharat scheme and
its now proposed schemes to run parallelly, Bharadwaj said
the government was not averse to it. “We are not against
adopting the scheme. If it is a good fit for Delhi, we will con-
sider it for sure,” he told The Indian Express.Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi in November said she had directed health
department officials to see if there was a way for the Delhi
government to adopt the Ayushman Bharat Scheme while
not compromising on its free healthcare model

tion said.
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Invest in Bengal’s Silicon Valley,
has Rs 27 K cr potential

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

INfosys Centre in New Town, New Town, INfosys
Centre, Mamata Banerjee, Kolkata news, WEst Bengal
news, Indian express, current affairsChief Minister Mamata
Banerjee with Infosys CFO Jayesh Sanghrajka and Princi-
pal Chief Advisor to CM Amit Mitra during the inauguration
of a development centre of Infosys. Partha PaulChief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday extended an invita-
tion to industrialists to collaborate with West Bengal and
said that Bengal Silicon Valley has a potential of Rs 27,000
crore in investments and ability to generate 75,000 job op-
portunities. Urging industrialists to invest in the state, she
assured them of complete support from the
government.Addressing a gathering during the inaugural
programme of the 50-acre campus of a development cen-
ter of Infosys in New Town, Kolkata on Wednesday, the
Chief Minister said, “This is a historic day, not only for Infosys
but also for us and also for the whole IT industry. During the
economic crisis, we were growing. Come over here, invest
more, our government will provide all sorts of help.”The
development centre —“Kolkata Development Centre”, will
employ more than 4,000 people.

Banerjee mentioned that Bengal is a leading destina-

tion for the IT industry. “Bengal is the land for each and
everybody. Bengal is a leading IT state and you will get
tremendous talent pool from here. We are number one in
terms of talent pool in India. Today, | can say, we fulfilled
our dream,” the CM said.Additionally, Mamata Banerjee
pointed out that the state has 22 IT parks and that the aim
should be to set up “Bengal Silicon Valley like America.”We
have set up Bengal Silicon Valley like America. There we
have already 200 crore invested. This Silicon Valley has
potential of Rs 27,000 crore investment and 75,000 people
could be employed. We have set up 22 IT parks, where
almost 85 per cent are already filled up,” she said.The oth-
ers present during the inauguration ceremony included
Jayesh Sanghrajka, Chief Financial Officer of Infosys and
other senior officers from the state government and Infosys.

“This important investment in West Bengal advances
our commitment to fostering innovation and empowering
our workforce across India. The development center will
not only drive business growth but also contribute towards
enhancing the IT landscape in the state. By leveraging our
rich talent pool in West Bengal, we aim to deliver cutting-
edge solutions to our clients globally,” said
Sanghrajka.Meanwhile, the CM directed local Trinamool
Congress leader Saikat Mollah that Infosys should not face
any sort of problems.“You (Saikat) should cooperate in all
ways. This is a border of West Bengal police and Kolkata
police and there should be good cooperation between them.
They (Infosys) must work very smoothly and
peacefully.”Infosys, a global leader in next-generation digi-
tal services and consulting, on Wednesday announced the
inauguration of its new state-of-the-art facility in Kolkata with
an investment of over Rs 426 crore, that is designed to
accommodate over 4,000 employees in a hybrid working
model.The center will enable employees to work on cut-
ting-edge technologies such as cloud, Al, and digital, across
a diverse range of industries, including manufacturing, lo-
gistics, financial services, energy and utilities.

“This is not Bangladesh that was
born in 1971... This is new Pakistan’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

ISKCON priest arrest, Chinmoy Krishna Das Arrest,
ISKCON, MEA, Chinmoy Krishna Das, Hindus,
Bangladesh, attack on hindus, International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, Chinmoy Krishna Das arrest In
Bangladesh, ISKCON Priest Arrest In Bangladesh, MEA
on Chinmoy Krishna Das arrest, ministry of external affairs,
Hindu minorities, Hindu safety, Hindu Priest Arrested In
Bangladesh,Bangladesh Supreme Court lawyer Rabindra
Ghosh at son’s residence in Barrackpore, near Kolkata on
Tuesday. Partha Paul“l am not a coward. | have not fled
Bangladesh. | will return to my country and continue fight-
ing for justice and release of ISKCON monk Chinmoy
Krishna Das,” says 75-year-old Rabindra Ghosh seated in
the terrace of his son’s Barrackpore residence as a stream
of visitors crowd the house.

Ghosh, a Supreme Court lawyer of Bangladesh, how-
ever, feels that he is no longer able to recognise his coun-
try. “The interim government of Mohd Yunus claims that
they are the new government, but this is not Bangladesh
born in 1971. It's another Bangladesh, born on August 8,
2024 (the day the government of Sheikh Hasina was over-
thrown by a students’ movement). The intention is to de-
stroy the country. They are trying to create a new
Bangladesh, and a new Pakistan,” Ghosh, who reached
Kolkata two days ago for medical treatment at AIIMS,
Kalyani, tells The Indian Express.Ghosh, who is also the
chairman of Bangladesh Minority Watch, twice tried to ap-
pear at the Chittagong metropolitan sessions judge’s court
to file a bail application for the ISKCON monk Das, arrested
on sedition charge, but could not.“Chinmoy Krishna Das is
a monk, with a very dedicated personality. He was doing
very good work in Bangladesh, for the society and the coun-
try. He has been arrested on flimsy and false cases. It is
not a sedition case. It is a concocted and motivated case.
The sedition case was filed against him as his popularity
was increasing in Bangladesh and that was not liked by a
section of people. This arrest is an instigation by other po-
litical parties,” Ghosh says, adding he received death threats
for representing the monk in the court.

“It is a difficult situation. Most of the lawyers trying to
defend Chinmoy Krishna Das have been implicated in mur-
der cases... |, being a lawyer of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh, have been debarred from going to Chittagong
to represent the monk in the court there. | have been told to

l

employ another lawyer from Chittagong Bar Association.
Why? Many lawyers cannot go as they are afraid that they
could be arrested. Since | have been representing Chinmoy
Krishna Das in the court, many lawyers, especially those
of the prosecution, are annoyed with me,” says
Ghosh.“When | went to the court and tried to argue in my
client’'s’ defence, most of the lawyers, belonging to the BNP
(Bangladesh Nationalist Party), threatened me, heckled me.
On the second day, the police saved me. The lawyers
chanted slogans, calling me ‘dalal of India’. In trying to meet
Chinmoy Krishna Das in jail, | was harassed at every step,”
he says.“It is unfortunate as | am a citizen of Bangladesh.
We achieved Independence in 1971, and | am a freedom
fighter. But in spite of it, this discrimination continues. We
are fighting against discrimination,” he adds.

According to Ghosh, following the fall of the Hasina
government, atrocities on people, particularly on religious
minorities, have increased. “There is no law and order in
the country. Minorities are being tortured and displaced from
their homes... During Sheikh Hasina’s rule, there was se-
curity of life, but now there is no security... Bangladesh has
forgotten its past.

The country was liberated with the help of India. So
many soldiers were killed by the Pakistan Army. The con-
tribution of India is enormous, but the people have forgotten
it... Everyone has to unite and decide that a peaceful exist-
ence is required. Only then, Bangladesh can reestablish
democracy and secularism,” he adds.Though his family
worries about his safety and wants him to stay back in
Kolkata, Ghosh says he is determined to return. “l am not
afraid of death. | will return to my country and continue fighting
for justice,” he adds.

ED gets custody of industrialist
Sanj ay Sureka in bank fraud case

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Sanjay Sureka, Sanjay Sureka bank fraud case, bank
fraud case, Kolkata bank fraud case, Concast Steel and
Power Limited, Kolkata news, WEst Bengal news, Indian
express, current affairsThe ED had been monitoring
Sureka’s role in the alleged fraud for over a year and con-
ducted searches at 10 locations linked to him, including his
residence at Mandivilla Garden, said sources.The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on Tuesday night arrested industri-
alist and owner of Concast Steel and Power Limited, Sanjay
Sureka, in connection with a bank fraud case, an official
said.Jewellery worth Rs 4.5 crore and several foreign-made
luxury cars were seized during raids at properties linked to
him, the official added.A court on Wednesday granted the
ED 14 days of custody of Sureka.On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, the ED conducted raids at over 10 locations in West
Bengal, including Sureka’s residence in south Kolkata’s
Ballygunge area, under the provisions of the PMLA, 2002,
an official said.According to ED sources, the arrest was
part of an ongoing investigation into a Rs 6,000 crore bank
fraud which involved at least 16 banks across the country,
including Jharkhand and Odisha. It has been alleged that

Sanjay Sureka had allegedly secured loans worth Rs 6,000
crore through several accounts, but had failed to repay the
loans.

The ED had been monitoring Sureka’s role in the al-
leged fraud for over a year and conducted searches at 10
locations linked to him, including his residence at Mandivilla
Garden, said sources.“We are trying to ascertain how many
people are behind this or if there are some influential people
involved,” an official said.During questioning, Sureka was
unable to provide satisfactory answers regarding the mis-
use of funds and the seized jewellery. Additionally, Sureka
could not produce valid documents for the valuables found
at his residence.

Veteran Journalist
MVR Sastry dedicates his
book to Chilkur Balaji

Hyderabad: Veteran Journalist MVR Sastry dedicated
his latest book “Devudunnadu Jagratha” to the Chilkur Balaji
at a simple ceremony on Wednesday. He presented a copy
of the book to MV Soundarajan, the 89-year-old Arachaka
Sastry, who led the archaka community in a fight against
1987 legislation.Speaking on the occasion, Sastry called
upon the historians to ensure that the ‘historical anomalies’
pertaining to the Tirumala temple, which crept into the docu-
ments over a period of time, are removed promptly.He dis-
cussed the contents of his 25th publication.He also recol-
lected the services of Dr M V Soundararajan since 1983
and his fight against elements trying to destroy Temple sys-
tem.
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said.Jewellery worth Rs 4.5 crore and several foreign-made
luxury cars were seized during raids at properties linked to
him, the official added.A court on Wednesday granted the
ED 14 days of custody of Sureka.On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, the ED conducted raids at over 10 locations in West
Bengal, including Sureka’s residence in south Kolkata’s
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an official said.According to ED sources, the arrest was
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including Jharkhand and Odisha. It has been alleged that
Sanjay Sureka had allegedly secured loans worth Rs 6,000
crore through several accounts, but had failed to repay the
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leged fraud for over a year and conducted searches at 10
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Garden, said sources.“We are trying to ascertain how many
people are behind this or if there are some influential people
involved,” an official said.During questioning, Sureka was
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Police to undergo special training modules,
evaluation to tackle ‘variety of challenges’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Maha Kumbh, Maha Kumbh Police evaluation, Kumbh
area, Maha Kumbh 2025, Maha Kumbh 2025 security,
Lucknow news, Uttar pradesh news, Indian express, Cur-
rent affairsPeople walk along a newly constructed pontoon
bridge over the Ganga in Prayagraj. THE STATE govern-
ment is leaving no stone unturned to ensure the safety of
devotees and tourists during Maha Kumbh 2025, and is
adopting a “multi-faceted approach,” officials said on
Wednesday.In a bid to ensure zero complaints, the police
personnel deployed for duty in the Kumbh area are going
through “targeted training and evaluation programmes,” of-
ficials said. Specialised training sessions and examinations
are being organised to assess and strengthen the readi-
ness of the policemen to face any potential challenges, in-
formed a spokesperson for the DGP’s office.These ses-
sions cover critical areas such as disaster management,
traffic control, interactions with devotees, and the religious
and spiritual significance of Kumbh. Following the training,
written examinations are conducted to evaluate the pre-
paredness of police personnel, ensuring they “meet the high-
est standards of security and service.”The examinations
include questions on topics covered during training, such
as disaster prevention and response, behavioural protocols
with devotees, and key religious and spiritual aspects of
Kumbh. These efforts aim to equip officers with compre-
hensive knowledge and skills to handle every aspect of their
duty effectively.

UP Director General of Police Prashant Kumar,
emphasised the significance of preparedness, saying
“Maha Kumbh will present a variety of challenges for police
personnel. To address this, comprehensive training and

examinations are being conducted to ensure every officer
understands their duties and can handle any situation
confidently.”SSP Kumbh Mela, Rajesh Kumar Dwivedi said,
“Mandatory training classes are being conducted for all
personnel deployed for Kumbh Mela duty. The sessions
focus on diverse areas, including security, disaster man-
agement and practical on-ground challenges. Post-training,
the personnel are tested on their knowledge, with questions
covering topics such as disaster identification and resolu-
tion, route familiarity, Kumbh’s spiritual and religious heri-
tage, and geographical considerations.”Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (Training) Sandeep Verma said that the ex-
amination follows a multiple-choice format, comprising 20
questions with a total of 100 marks. He said, “The exam
duration is set at one hour. For those who fail, there is a
provision for an additional three-day training programme,
followed by a re-examination to ensure that all police per-
sonnel are fully equipped for Kumbh duty.”

In Lucknow, Youth Congress worker dies;
police say no external i 1njury mark

In Lucknow, Youth Cong worker dies; police say no
external injury markPolice detain Congress activists ahead
of their planned siege of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly in
Lucknow. The Congress on Wednesday said that a 28-year-
old party worker from Gorakhpur died during a protest in
Lucknow, claiming that “police brutality” caused his death.
The Uttar Pradesh Police, in a statement, denied the charge,
saying the youth was last seen at the Congress party of-
fice, where he was found unconscious and no external in-
jury marks were found on his body.Meanwhile, the family
of the deceased, Prabhat Pandey, got a murder FIR regis-
tered against “unidentified persons”.

As part of its nationwide protest against the BJP
government’s policies at the Centre and the state, the Con-
gress had planned to gherao the Vidhan Sabha. However,
with most of its leaders allegedly detained a night ago, a
group of party workers, led by UP Congress chief Ajay Rai,
marched from the party office to the Assembly. Stopped by
the police, the Congress workers tried to barge in, leading
to a clash.The Congress alleged that Pandey, who was also
taking part in the protest, died after he was injured in the

clash with police.“During the scuffle with police, Youth Con-
gress worker Prabhat Pandey died... The responsibility for
this lies with the Yogi Adityanath government and the state
police,” said Ajay Rai and demanded a financial aid of "1
crore to Pandey’s family and a government job to the kin.The
police said that the post-mortem will be conducted by a panel
of doctors and it will be videographed.

Banaskantha’s Masali becomes
India’s first border solar Vlllage

GNS News Agency,
Dec 21

Banaskantha,
Banaskantha Masali, India’s
first border solar village, bor-
der solar village, solar village,
Ahmedabad news, Gujarat
news, India news, Indian
express, current
affairsMasali is home to a
population of 800
people.Masali village of
Suigam taluka in
Banaskantha has become
the first border solar village
in the country, district au-
thorities said. Home to a
population of 800 people, the
village is located nearly 40
kilometers from the interna-

tional Pakistan border.

“Under the Border De-
velopment Project, the ad-
ministration has taken the
initiative to make 11 villages
of border Vav taluka and six
of Suigam taluka, a total of
17 villages, completely so-
lar. As part of this, work has
been completed in Masali
village,” Banaskantha Dis-
trict Collector Mihir Patel told

The project worth Rs 1.16
crore was started with the
cooperation of the Revenue
Department, UGVCL (Uttar
Gujarat Vij Company Lim-
ited), banks, and solar com-
panies. The project has been
implemented with a subsidy
of Rs 59.81 lakh under the
PM Suryaghar Yojana, pub-
lic contribution of Rs 20.52
lakh, and CSR (corporate

social responsibility) of Rs
35.67 lakh. In all, 225.5 kilo-
watts of electricity is re-
ceived in 119 houses here,
which is more than the re-
quirement of every home,

district authorities
stated.Sarpanch of
Madhpura Masali Group
Gram Panchayat Magniram
Rawal and village leaders
said that the problem of elec-

tricity in the village has per-
manently ended due to so-
lar power. “Now, we have got
permanent freedom from
paying light bills,” said
Rawal. Patel said it is a mat-
ter of pride for Banaskantha
that Masali has earned the
title of the second solar vil-
lage in the state, after
Modhera, and the firstin any
border area in the country.
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Israel hits Yemen’s ports, tells
Houthis ‘will reach you’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Israel said on Thursday (December 19, 2024) that it
struck ports and energy infrastructure used by Houthi rebels
in Yemen after intercepting a missile fired from the country,
warning Houthi leaders it "will reach you too."Houthi media
said the strikes hit power stations, oil facilities and the port
of Hodaidah, causing deaths and injuries, without giving fur-
ther details.The strikes came after the interception of a mis-
sile fired by Houthi rebels towards Israel. The group has
regularly targeted Israel over its military operation in
Gaza.lsrael's military said it "conducted precise strikes on
Houthi military targets in Yemen -- including ports and en-
ergy infrastructure in Sanaa, which the Houthis have been
using in ways that effectively contributed to their military
actions.""l warn the leaders of the Houthi terrorist
organisation: Israel's long arm will reach you too," Israeli
Defence Minister Israel Katz said.Al-Masira, a media chan-
nel belonging to the Houthis, said a series of "aggressive
raids" were launched in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa and

the port city of Hodeidah.

It reported raids that "targeted two central power
plants" in and around Yemen's capital Sanaa, while in
Hodeidah it said "the enemy launched four aggressive raids
targeting the port... and two raids targeting" an oil facility. It
said there were casualties at the oil facility without giving
further details.The strikes came after Israel's military inter-
cepted a missile from Yemen for the second time this
week.On Monday, the Houthis claimed a missile launch
they said was aimed at "a military target of the Israeli en-
emy in the occupied area of Yaffa" -- a reference to Israel's
Tel Aviv area.

Also Monday (December 16, 2024), an Israeli navy
missile boat intercepted a drone in the Mediterranean after
it was launched from Yemen, the military said.Will attack
Israel till Gaza aggression stops: HouthisThe Houthi rebels
have said they are acting in solidarity with Palestinians and
pledged Monday to continue operations "until the aggres-
sion on Gaza stops and the siege is lifted".On December 9,
a drone claimed by Houthis exploded on the top floor of a
residential building in the central Israel city of Yavne, caus-
ing no casualties.In July, a Houthi drone attack in Tel Aviv
killed an Israeli civilian, prompting retaliatory strikes on the
Yemeni port of Hodeidah.

The Houthis have also regularly targeted shipping in
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, leading to retaliatory
strikes on Huthi targets by United States and sometimes
British forces.Israeli military spokesman Daniel Hagari said
the group had become a "global threat," pointing to Iran's
support for the rebels."We will continue to act against any-
one, anyone in the Middle East, that threatens the state of
Israel," he said.

Elon Musk's possible meddling
in U.K. politics stirs concern

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Concerns are growing in the U.K. as tech billionaire
Elon Musk takes an increasingly close interest in Britain's
political scene, appearing to cosy up to hard-right firebrand
lawmaker Nigel Farage.With Mr. Musk named to a new
position in the incoming U.S. administration of Donald
Trump, there are fears the world's richest man could seek
to influence London's future ties with Washington.On
Wednesday, Mr. Farage, who leads the upstart anti-immi-
gration Reform U.K. party, said he was in talks with Mr.
Musk about making a donation to his party.Writing in the
Telegraph newspaper, Mr. Farage said "the issue of money
was discussed" when he met the X owner at Trump's Mar-
a-Lago resort in Florida on Monday."There will be ongoing
negotiations on that score," the arch-Eurosceptic wrote, in
comments that will likely unnerve the ruling Labour party
and main Conservative opposition.Newspaper reports have
suggested that Mr. Musk is preparing to donate up to $100
million to Reform but Mr. Farage told the BBC the pair did
not discuss figures.

Mr. Musk "described the Labour and Conservative
parties as the uniparty, and left us in no doubt that he is
right behind us", Mr. Farage added.Mr. Farage said they
would have to find a way to ensure any donation from Mr.
Musk was made "legally through U.K. companies" but the
idea which emerged a few weeks ago has already sent shiv-
ers down the spines of U.K. lawmakers.Reform U.K. won
five seats in the 650-seat U.K. parliament in July's general
election, draining support from both Labour and the
Tories.Police stateMr. Farage is already eyeing the next
general elections, which have to be held by 2029 at the
latest.Conservative party co-chairman Dominic Johnson
said any such donation by Mr. Musk would be "basically
buying" one of the U.K.'s political parties."People like Elon
Musk, like Donald Trump, like Nigel Farage ... the sort of
the new right, they really hate the old right" which is seen as
having become too liberal, said Russell Foster, senior lec-
turer in British and International politics at King's College.This
old right "were not killed off by the left or centre. They're
killed off because a more right-wing movement comes
along".So far, Mr. Musk has contented himself with taking
aim at the Labour government of Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, launching a series of searing comments on his
social network X."The people of Britain have had enough of
a tyrannical police state," he stormed in November.At the
height of this summer's anti-immigrant riots — the UK's
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worst unrest in years — Mr. Musk wrote in X that "civil war
is inevitable" and accused the government of dealing with
the rioters too harshly.It won him support among UK social
network users and influencers on the far-right.Mr. Musk also
advised people in September not to visit the UK when
"they're releasing convicted pedophiles in order to imprison
people for social media posts"."He appears to believe that
he is on some sort of a mission against the establishment,”
said Mr. Foster.PragmatismSome observers believe Mr.
Musk is also up in arms about U.K. government plans to
toughen legislation regulating social networks.Mr. Starmer
said the riots had been fuelled by online content and later
did not invite Mr. Musk to an investors' conference — some-
thing the SpaceX and Tesla CEO had taken as an insult,
sources close to him said.Since the U.S. Presidential elec-
tions, Mr. Musk and Mr. Trump have become inseparable,
and their "bromance" could complicate Labour's efforts to
boost its ties with the Republicans.

Labour has historically been closer to the Democrats
but Mr. Starmer, who met Mr. Trump in New York in Sep-
tember, has been seeking to open a new chapter in the
party's relations with Republicans."The Prime Minister looks
forward to working with President Trump and his whole team,
including Elon Musk," a Downing Street spokesman said
last month."Starmer is very aware that he can't alienate the
incoming U.S. President," said Mr. Foster."We think that
we have to maintain that special relationship. So it doesn't
matter who's in the White House, we're always going to be
nice towards Washington."Labour politician and former cabi-
net minister Peter Mandelson said it would be "unwise" for
the UK to ignore Musk, calling on the Labour party to "swal-
low your pride."He described Mr. Farage as a "bridgehead,
both to President Trump and to Elon Musk and others.
You've got to be pragmatic, practical about this".

Trump brings chaos back by attempting to

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

President-elect Donald Trump criticised the bill in his
statement with Vice President-elect Vance and advocated
for extending the debt ceiling with President Joe Biden in
office. FilePresident-elect Donald Trump delivered a likely
death blow to bipartisan congressional budget negotiations
on Wednesday (December 18, 2024), rejecting the mea-
sure as full of giveaways to Democrats as billionaire ally
Elon Musk whipped up outrage toward the bill and cheered
on Republican lawmakers who announced their opposition.

Mr. Trump’s joint statement with Vice President-elect
JD Vance, which stopped the bill in its tracks, punctuated a
daylong torrent of social media posts by Mr. Musk attack-
ing the budget legislation as full of excessive spending.“Kill
the Bill!” Mr. Musk wrote on his social media platform X as
he dangled primary challenges against anyone who voted
for the budget deal, a threat Mr. Trump later echoed in a
post of his own.The episode showcased the growing politi-
cal influence of Mr. Musk, whom Mr. Trump has selected
alongside entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy to spearhead
the Department of Government Efficiency, a nongovern-
mental task force formed to find ways to fire federal work-
ers, cut programmes and slash federal regulations. Mr.
Musk, the world’s richest man, spent around $200 million
to support Mr. Trump’s candidacy this year.In his state-
ment with Vance, Mr. Trump criticised the bill and advo-
cated for extending the debt ceiling with President Joe Biden
in office.“Increasing the debt ceiling is not great but we’d
rather do it on Mr. Biden’s watch. If Democrats won’t coop-
erate on a debt ceiling increase now, what makes anyone
think they would do it in June during our administration?
Let’'s have this debate over the debt ceiling now.” Mr.
Trump’s opposition to what was considered must-pass leg-
islation reinjected a sense of chaos and political
brinkmanship that was reminiscent of his first term in of-
fice. It was a dramatic turn of events for House Speaker
Mike Johnson, who negotiated the bill and has been under-
mined by Mr. Trump as he faces reelection for his post in

kill bipartisan budget deal with Musk’s help

— -

just a couple of weeks. Republicans have a slim majority,
raising the possibility of a replay of leadership disputes that
paralysed the House a year ago.President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration criticised the possibility of a
shutdown.“Republicans need to stop playing politics with
this bipartisan agreement or they will hurt hardworking
Americans and create instability across the country,” said
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.Grover
Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform and a
veteran of Washington’s budget battles, was concerned
about the lack of a clear plan for how to resolve the
dispute.“There’s got to be a second part of the strategy,” he
said.But others were thrilled, particularly with Mr. Musk’s
involvement.“In five years in Congress, I've been awaiting
a fundamental change in the dynamic,” posted Rep. Dan
Bishop, a Republican from North Carolina. “It has arrived.”
Mr. Musk began criticising the measure as soon as it was
released on Tuesday (December 17, 2024) evening, and
he continuously posted about it on Wednesday (December
18, 2024).“Stop the steal of your tax dollars!” he wrote. He
also called it “one of the worst bills ever written”.Sometimes
he amplified false claims, such as the idea that the legisla-
tion included $3 billion for a new football stadium in Wash-
ington. In reality, the legislation would transfer ownership of
the land from the federal government to the city, paving the
way for eventual development.

Chinese national cyber centre says U.S.
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China's national internet emergency response centre
said on Wednesday it had found and dealt with two inci-
dents of U.S. cyber attacks on Chinese tech firms to "steal
trade secrets" since May 2023.The National Computer
Network Emergency Response Technical Team/Coordina-
tion Centre of China (CNCERT/CC) said in a statement
published on its website that an advanced materials design
and research unit and a large-scale high-tech company fo-
cused on intelligent energy and digital information were "sus-
pected of being attacked by a U.S. intelligence agency",

hacks stole trade secrets from tech firms

without naming the agency.

The hacks led to the theft of "a large amount of trade
secrets" in both cases, said CNCERT/CC, which says it is
a non-governmental technical centre that serves as China's
"national computer emergency response team", with the
aim of preventing and detecting cybersecurity threats to the
country.After years of being accused by Western govern-
ments of cyberattacks and industrial espionage, in the past
two years several Chinese organisations and government
organs have accused the United States and its allies of simi-
lar behaviour.The CNCERT/CC statement echoes accu-
sations from the United States and its allies that China en-
gages in state-led campaigns to steal trade secrets. It also
comes at a time when China is dealing with a growing num-
ber of U.S. export controls targeting its domestic semicon-
ductor and artificial intelligence industries.The U.S. Depart-
ment of State did notimmediately respond to a request for
comment on CNCERT/CC's statement.In March 2022,
CNCERT/CC said China had faced a wave of cyberattacks,
mostly traced back to the United States but with a few from
other countries such as Germany and the
Netherlands.These attacks took control of computers in
China and used them to carry out cyberattacks on Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, it said.

U.S. lawmaker seeks targeted
sanctions against Bangladesh

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Expressing a sense of urgency on the escalating cri-
sis of human rights violations in Bangladesh, an influential
American Congressman called on the US Departments of
Treasury and State on Wednesday to impose and enforce
sanctions on those perpetrating these heinous acts against
minorities in the South Asian country."l call on the Depart-
ments of Treasury and State to impose and enforce sanc-
tions on those perpetrating these heinous acts against mi-
norities in Bangladesh," Indian American Congressman Shri
Thanedar said in front of the US Capitol on Wednesday (De-
cember 18, 2024) in the presence of Hindu Americans who
had come from various parts of the country.Since July, he
said, Bangladesh has experienced a spike in political vio-
lence, leading to the resignation and departure of former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina."Since then, we have seen
Bangladesh plunge into political turmoil, with its Hindu, Bud-
dhist and Christian minorities bearing the brunt of violent
acts towards their people and places of worship by a ma-
jority Muslim population," Mr. Thanedar said."The creation
of a new government with Prime Minister Muhammad Yunus
is yet another attempt in their history to obtain lasting peace
and stability for the country. While | have my concerns re-
garding this new government, | am hopeful that with our
assistance, Bangladesh will finally find a peaceful resolu-
tion to these conflicts," he said.The United States has a
storied history of championing the oppressed and this is-
sue should be no different, he noted. "When we receive a
global call for help, we must respond appropriately as the
world's bellwether of human rights. We must urge Prime
Minister Muhammad Yunus to fulfil his promise of restoring
peace and rebuilding the nation on the principles of equality
and justice," Mr. Thanedar said.

Attack on Hindu temples"Hindu temples have been
vandalised, burned and desecrated. Just this month, the

Iskcon Namhatta centre was burnt to the ground in a coor-
dinated attack upon the Hindu people in Dhaka district of
Bangladesh. Prior to that, over 70 temples throughout
Bangladesh suffered similar attacks from mobs seeking to
persecute Hindu minorities. Hindu religious leaders are regu-
larly arrested on dubious charges and vulnerable commu-
nities have been forced to flee their homes in fear," he said.

Utsav Chakrabarti, executive director of HinduACTion,
said what has happened in the last five-and-a-half months
in Bangladesh clearly reflects that "Muhammad Yunus has
failed to contain" his allies in the Jamaat-e-Islami who are
now running around the country, burning temples, killing
people, raping women and indulging in atrocities against
priests and leaders from the Hindu community by incarcer-
ating them."lt is incumbent upon our current administration
as well as the upcoming administration to put sanctions on
Bangladesh, as Congressman Thanedar has pointed out,"
Chakrabarti said. "It is important that we clearly chart out a
path for safe autonomous zones for the Hindus, all 15 mil-
lion (1.5 crore) of them, along with the Buddhists and Chris-
tians within the boundaries of Bangladesh," he said.

Mumbai terror attack case: U.S. govt urges Supreme
Court to dismiss Rana’s petition for writ of certiorari

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

The United States government has urged the Supreme
Court to dismiss “the petition for a writ of certiorari” filed by
Mumbai-attack convict Tahawwur Rana, a Canadian na-
tional of Pakistani origin, against his extradition to India.India
is seeking the extradition of Rana as he is wanted in the
Mumbai terror attack case. Having lost the legal battle in
lower courts and several federal courts, including the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the North Circuit in San Francisco,
Rana on November 13 filed a “petition for a writ of certio-
rari” before the U.S. Supreme Court.In a long battle, this is
Rana's last legal chance to not be extradited to India.“The
petition for a writ of certiorari should be denied,” U.S. Solici-
tor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar said in its filing before the
Supreme Court on December 16, 2024.“Rana is not en-
titled to relief from extradition to India in this case,” she ar-
gued in a 20-page submission.

In his “petition for a writ of certiorari to review the judg-
ment of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit”, Rana has argued that he was tried and acquitted in
the federal court in the Northern District of lllinois (Chicago)
on charges relating to the 2008 terrorist attack on Mumbai.
“India now seeks to extradite him for trial on charges based
on the identical conduct at issue in the Chicago case,” the
plea has said.“The government does not concede that all of

the conduct on which India seeks extradition was covered
by the government’s prosecution in this case. For example,
India’s forgery charges are based in part on conduct that
was not charged in the United States: petitioner’s use of
false information in an application to formally open a branch
office of the Immigration Law Centre submitted to the Re-
serve Bank of India,” the U.S. Solicitor General said.“lt is
not clear that the jury’s verdict in this case — which in-
volves conspiracy charges and was somewhat difficult to
parse — means that he has been ‘convicted or acquitted’
on all of the specific conduct that India has charged,” Ms.
Prelogar said.

Pelicot trial: Verdicts are due in the historic French rape
trial that turned Gisele Pelicot into a feminist hero

French judges plan to deliver hugely anticipated ver-
dicts on Thursday (December 19, 2024) in a historic drug-
ging-and-rape trial that has turned the victim, Giséle Pelicot,
into a feminist hero.Everything about the trial in the south-
ern French city of Avignon has been exceptional, most of
all Ms. Pelicot herself.She has been the epitome of steely
dignity and resilience through the more than three months
of appalling testimony, including extracts from her now ex-
husband's sordid library of homemade abuse
videos.Dominique Pelicot carefully catalogued how he ha-
bitually tranquilized his wife of 50 years during their last
decade together, so he and dozens of strangers he met
online could rape her while she was
unconscious.Staggeringly, he found it easy to recruit his
alleged accomplices. Many had jobs. Most are fathers. They
came from all walks of life, with the youngest in his 20s and
the oldest in their 70s. In all, 50 men, including Dominique
Pelicot, stood trial for aggravated rape and attempted rape.
Another man was tried for aggravated sexual assault. They
regarded me like a rag doll, like a garbage bag," Gisele Pélicot
testified in court.Sifting through the charges, the evidence,
the backgrounds of the accused and their defenses took
so long that Dominique and Giséle Pelicot had birthdays
during the trial, with both turning 72.The five judges are rul-
ing by secret ballot, with a majority required to convict and
also on the sentences of those found guilty. Campaigners

against sexual violence are hoping for exemplary prison
terms and view the trial as a possible turning point in the
fight against rape culture and the use of drugs to subdue
victims.At protests during the trial, demonstrators held up
pop-art images of Giséle Pelicot with her bob haircut and
round sunglasses, along with slogans such as, “Shame is
changing sides” and “Gisele, we believe you !” They also
booed defendants as they entered the courthouse yelling,
“We recognize you” and “Shame.”Dominique Pelicot's me-
ticulous recording and cataloguing of the encounters —
police found more than 20,000 photos and videos on his
computer drives, in folders titled “abuse,” “her rapists” or
“night alone” — provided investigators with an abundance
of evidence and helped lead them to the defendants. That
also set the case apart from many others in which sexual
violence is unreported or isn't prosecuted because the evi-
dence isn't as strong.Giséle Pelicot and her lawyers fought
successfully for shocking video and other evidence to be
heard and watched in open court, to show that she bore no
shame and was clearly unconscious during the alleged
rapes, undermining some defendants' claims that she might
have been feigning sleep or even have been a willing
participant.Her courage — one woman, alone, against doz-
ens of men — proved inspirational. Supporters, mostly
women, lined up early each day for a place in the court-
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Banks report spike in bad loans in
personal loans, credit cards

Banks Bad LoansAccording to RBI data, credit card
NPAs have shot up by 136 per cent from Rs 2,404 crore
(1.82 per cent of advances) since March 2020 to Rs 5,679
crore (2.04 per cent) by June 2024.

Indian banks have touted their success in reducing
non-performing assets (NPAs), or loans defaulted by bor-
rowers, over the past two years. However, a closer look
reveals an uneasy trend: a significant rise in NPAs within
the personal loan and credit card segments. This spike co-
incides with a worrying increase in borrower indebtedness,
casting a shadow over the sector’s progress.NPAs in the
personal loans segment have gone up by 51 per cent from
Rs 7,422 crore, or 0.93 per cent of advances, in March
2023 to Rs 11,210 crore (1.16 per cent) in June 2024, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in its reply to a Right to
Information (RTI) request filed by The Indian Express. The
quantum of rise in NPAs in the three months up to June
2024 was even higher by Rs 1,522 crore from Rs 9,688
crore in March 2024, RBI data shows.This has happened
at a time when banks managed to bring down overall gross
NPAs from Rs 6.97 lakh crore (5.89 per cent of advances)
in March 2022 to Rs 4.56 lakh crore (2.79 per cent) by March
2024.

According to RBI data, credit card NPAs have shot up
by 136 per cent from Rs 2,404 crore (1.82 per cent of ad-
vances) since March 2020 to Rs 5,679 crore (2.04 per cent)
by June 2024. NPAs in the credit card segment rose by
39.46 per cent from Rs 4,072 crore in March 2023 by June
2024.Both personal loans and credit card outstanding are
unsecured in nature and carry high interest rates. A loan
account becomes an NPA when the interest or principal
instalment is more than 90 days overdue.

Your Right to Know: Banks report spike in bad loans
in personal loans, credit cards Your Right to Know: Banks
report spike in bad loans in personal loans, credit

cardsWhen a customer delays repayment of his credit card
bill beyond the billing cycle, the bank charges a high inter-
est rate of 42-46 per cent interest per annum on the out-
standing dues and his credit score also plummets.In No-
vember 2023, the RBI had increased risk weight on the
exposure of banks towards consumer credit, credit card
receivables and non-banking finance companies (NBFCs)
by 25 per cent up to 150 per cent. The move was aimed to
address build-up of any risks in these segments. “Even as
inquiry volumes remain robust, the impact of increase in
risk weights on certain segments of consumer credit pulled
down the rate of growth in overall consumer credit, espe-
cially personal loans and credit cards,” the RBI's FSR re-
port said.

The unsecured business loans segment has started
showing early signs of stress in asset quality, possibly due
to the increasing competitive intensity among lenders, con-
tinuing pressure on cash flows in certain end-borrower seg-
ments, on-field attrition, lower-than-expected recoveries
leading to higher write-offs and overleveraging of borrow-
ers, India Ratings said in a report.Credit card use is rising
rapidly in the country if the customer spends through this
route, are any indication. The value of credit card transac-
tions tripled in the last three years to Rs 18.31 lakh crore
during the year ended March 2024 from Rs 6.30 lakh crore
in March 2021 with the economy coming out of the prob-
lems created by the Covid pandemic and consumer confi-
dence increasing steadily over the last several quarters.

The value of credit card transactions rose from Rs
6.30 lakh crore to Rs 9.71 lakh crore during the year ended
March 2022 and Rs 14.32 lakh crore as of March 2023,
according to Reserve Bank of India data. The monthly
spends by card users are now above Rs 1.50 lakh crore
and remained at Rs 176,202 crore in the month of Septem-
ber this year. It was Rs 72,319 crore in March 2021.The
number of credit cards issued by banks also rose rapidly to
10.61 crore as of September 2024 from 9.3 crore in Sep-
tember 2023, 7.36 crore in March 2022 and 6.20 crore in
March 2021, RBI data shows.However, credit card out-
standing has gone up to Rs 281,392 crore as of October
2024 as against Rs 249,635 crore in 2022. Card outstand-
ing is the amount due from customers after the interest-
free period offered by banks.What have lured customers to
the credit card segment are incentives like rewards on higher
spending, loan offers and lounge benefits. “Customers
should realise that if they keep card dues beyond the inter-
est-free period, they end up paying an interest rate of up to
42 per cent in some cases. It will put them in a debt trap,”
said a bank official.

Adani, under bribery scrutiny, pressed
by Bangladesh to reopen power deal

Bangladesh’s interim government has accused energy
supplier Adani Power of breaching a multi-billion-dollar agree-
ment by withholding tax benefits that a power plant central
to the deal received from New Delhi, according to docu-
ments seen by Reuters. In 2017, the Indian company con-
trolled by billionaire Gautam Adani signed an agreement
with Bangladesh to provide power from its coal-fired plant
in eastern India.Dhaka has said it hopes to renegotiate the
deal, which was awarded by then-Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina without a tender process and costs Bangladesh far
more than its other coal power deals, according to
Bangladesh power agency documents and letters between
the two parties reviewed by Reuters, as well as interviews
with six Bangladesh officials.

Dhaka has been behind on payments to Adani Power
since supply started in July 2023. It owes several hundred
million dollars for energy that has already been supplied,
though the two sides dispute the exact size of the bill.
Bangladesh’s de facto power minister Muhammad Fouzul
Kabir Khan told Reuters the country now had enough do-
mestic capacity to cope without the Adani supply, though
not all domestic power generators were operational.Nobel
peace prize laureate Muhammad Yunus took power in Au-
gust after a student-led revolution ousted Hasina, who crit-
ics accuse of stifing democracy and mismanaging the
economy. She ran Bangladesh for most of the last two de-
cades and was a close ally of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Reuters is reporting for the first time that
the contract came with an additional implementation agree-
ment that addressed the transfer of tax benefits. The news
agency is also revealing details about Bangladesh’s plan to
reopen the 25-year deal, and that it hopes to use the fallout
from U.S. prosecutors’ November indictment of Adani and
seven other executives for their alleged role in a $265 mil-
lion bribery scheme to press for a resolution.Adani Power
has not been accused of wrongdoing in Bangladesh. A com-
pany spokesperson said in response to Reuters’ questions
that it had upheld all contractual obligations and had no indi-
cation Dhaka was reviewing the contract. The company
did not answer questions about the tax benefits and other
issues raised by Bangladesh.

The company said the Bangladesh deal helped fur-
ther Indian foreign policy objectives and Delhi in 2019 de-
clared the plant part of a special economic zone. It enjoys
incentives such as exemptions on income tax and other
levies.The power supplier was required to inform
Bangladesh swiftly of changes in the plant’s tax status and
to pass on the “benefit of a tax exemption” from India’s gov-
ernment, according to the contract and implementation
agreement signed on Nov. 5, 2017 between Adani Power
and the state-run Bangladesh Power Development Board
(BPDB).But Adani Power did not do so, according to letters
sent by BPDB on Sept. 17, 2024 and Oct. 22, 2024 that
urged it to remit the benefits.The agreements and letters
are not public but were seen by Reuters.Two BPDB offi-
cials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they
were not authorised to talk to the media, said they did not
receive responses.

BPDB estimates savings of roughly 0.35 cents per
unit of power if the benefit was passed on, the officials said.
The Godda plant supplied 8.16 billion units in the year to
June 30, 2024, according to an undated Bangladesh gov-
ernment summary of power purchases seen by Reuters,
suggesting potential savings of about $28.6 million.Power
minister Khan said the savings would be a key part of fu-
ture discussions with Adani Power.‘Negotiated
hastily’Bangladesh in November scrapped a 2010 law that
allowed Hasina to award some energy deals without a com-
petitive bidding process.The absence of tenders is unusual,
said Tim Buckley, director of Australia’s Climate Energy
Finance think-tank, adding that auctions ensure “the best
price possible.”

In September, Yunus’s government appointed a panel
of experts to examine major energy deals signed by Hasina.
A Bangladesh court has separately ordered a probe of the
Adani deal.Another panel asked to study the economy said
in a white paper submitted to Yunus on Dec. 1 that the US

charges against Adani meant Bangladesh should “scrutin-
ise” the power deal, which it described as “negotiated
hastily.”"Hasina, who has not been seen in public since she
fled to India, could not be reached. Her son and adviser
Sajeeb Wazed told Reuters he was not aware of the Adani
Power deal but that he was “sure there was no corruption.”™|
can only assume the Indian government lobbied for this deal
so it was made,” he said in response to allegations of politi-
cal interference.Modi’s office and other Indian officials did
not respond to requests for comment.HardballOn Oct. 31,
Adani Power halved the power supply from Godda in re-
sponse to the payment dispute with Bangladesh.The com-
pany in a July 1 letter seen by Reuters also rejected a re-
quest from BPDB to extend a discount it had offered until
May — resulting in savings of about $13 million for
Bangladesh. It said it would not consider further discounts
until payment was cleared.Adani Power contends it is owed
$900 million, while BPDB says arrears are about $650 mil-
lion. Bangladesh suffers from a dollar shortage and BPBD
officials told Reuters they haven’t been able to obtain suffi-
cient foreign currency for payment. The halving of supply
particularly angered Bangladesh, BPDB Chair Md. Rezaul
Karim said, because it came after Dhaka in October remit-
ted $97 million to Adani Power — its highest monthly pay-
ment this year.The dispute revolves around how power tar-
iffs are calculated, with the 2017 agreement pricing off an
average of two indices.The unit cost of energy from Godda
was 55% above the average of all Indian power sold to
Dhaka, according to the summary of Bangladesh’s power
purchases. Bangladesh is pressing for Adani Power to use
other benchmarks that would lower the tariff after one of the
indices was revised last year, said three BPDB
sources.Adani Power has rejected that, one of them said,
adding the two sides were meeting soon.The agreements
stipulate that arbitration be carried out in Singapore, but Khan
said Bangladesh’s next move depended on the outcome of
the court-ordered investigation.“If it is proven that bribery or
irregularities had happened, then we will have to follow the
court order if any cancellation happens,” he said.

Indian markets slump
in early trade as US
Fed indicates fewer
rate cuts next year

Mumbai: Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
slumped in early trade on Thursday following weak global
market trends after the US Federal Reserve indicated fewer
rate cuts next year.The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex
tanked 1,162.12 points to 79,020.08 in early trade. The NSE
Nifty tumbled 328.55 points to 23,870.30.

All 30 blue-chip stocks were trading lower. Infosys,
State Bank of India, Tata Steel, Asian Paints, JSW Steel,
Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance and Mahindra & Mahindra were
the biggest laggards.In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo, Shang-
hai and Hong Kong were trading lower. Wall Street ended
sharply lower .

Is the viral Parkinson’s

Challenge Finger Test accurate?
>

Can you really test your risk for developing Parkinson’s
disease? Well, if some social media posts are to go by, you
can with the help of the Parkinson‘s Challenge Finger
Test.“Please ask adults over 50 years to perform this test
to check their 10-year risk of getting Parkinson’s disease,”
said Dr Siva Sundar, general medicine, demonstrating the
practice along with his mother.The finger test, first demon-
strated by neurosurgeon Dr Arun L Naik, requires one to be
able to lock the index and middle finger of each hand, then
touch the ring finger and thumb together while flapping the
little finger for at least 60 times in 30 seconds.

Does it work?

Dr Pawan Ojha, director, neurology, Fortis Hiranandani
Hospital, Vashi contested that the finger test, which accord-
ing to the video can predict the risk of Parkinson’s disease
over 10 years, is not accurate. “Parkinson’s disease does
not simply entail a slowdown of body movement, it has a
host of other symptoms too, such as tremors in the limbs,
difficulty in walking, postural instability resulting in sudden
falls, speech, cognitive and sleep disturbances. Hence to
diagnose this condition a comprehensive test is needed,
and the finger test is not comprehensive at all, as it relies

solely on one symptom i.e slowdown of movements,” said
Dr Ojha.Dr Sudhir Kumar, consultant neurologist, Apollo
Hospitals, Hyderabad too mentioned that this test can not
predict the future risk of Parkinson’s disease. “In fact, there
is no clinical test that can predict the risk,” added Dr Kumar.

The finger-tapping test is part of a more comprehen-
sive tool (PREDICT PD, published in 2014) aimed at pre-
dicting Parkinson’s disease in Western countries. “PRE-
DICT PD is an online test (including family history, non-
motor symptoms, and lifestyle factors), a keyboard-tapping
task and a Smell Identification Test. One of the components
of this test is the distal finger-tapping test,” said Dr
Ojha.However, it's important to note that the version of the
distal finger-tapping test used in the Predict PD program
differs from the one shown in the video. According to Dr
Ojha, the Predict PD program deploys the keyboard tap-
ping test, where individuals are asked to tap a keyboard for
30 seconds, those with Parkinson’s will be less coordinated
and slower than those without the condition. “Slowness is a
common symptom associated with a lot of health condi-
tions like arthritis, stroke, neuropathy, and muscle weak-
ness,” said Dr Ojha.Another test — PREDIGT — also in-
corporates genetic studies, such as identifying mutations
in DNA. “Data is continuously being collected to improve
these predictions over time. Therefore, one should avoid
rushing to take the test shown in this video to assess one’s
risk of Parkinson’s disease, as it could lead to confusion
and unnecessary fear among the general public. Instead,
one might consider taking the online survey PREDICT PD
to understand the predisposition for Parkinson’s disease. It
should however be followed by a visit to a neurologist for
verification of diagnosis and treatment if necessary,” said
Dr QOjha.

From heritage fabrics to red
making a comeback, 3 trends we spotted at

celebrity weddings this year

Bollywood weddings in 2024 were more than just grand
celebrations; they became showcases for personal stories,
cultural pride, and innovative bridal fashion. With every pho-
tograph and reel going viral, these weddings set the tone
for bridal trends.Whether you’re drawn to the opulence of
maximalism or the simplicity of pared-down styles, 2024’s
celebrity weddings have shown us that the best trends are
the ones that tell a story. From heritage fabrics to
personalised details, these trends aren’t just fashion state-
ments—they’re expressions of individuality and culture.Here
are five standout wedding trends that emerged this year,
each redefining how we think about the big day.

1. Maximalism with a Modern Twist

Sobhita Dhulipala embraced maximalism in her wed-
ding attire, bringing back the grandeur of heavily embellished
ensembles. Her oulffits, layered with intricate embroidery
and vibrant colours, made a case for brides to lean into
opulence while maintaining a contemporary edge. This trend
should inspire brides to embrace maximalist lehengas that
feel regal yet fresh.

2. Cultural Mantras in Fashion

nita ambani raman divo Their outfits incorporated San-
skrit mantras, hand-embroidered into the fabric, making
each piece a spiritual and cultural statement. (Source: Abu
Jani Sandeep Khosla/Yogen Shah/Instagram)The Ambani
weddings redefined how tradition can meet couture. Their
outfits incorporated Sanskrit mantras, hand-embroidered
into the fabric, making each piece a spiritual and cultural
statement.This trend combines the spiritual significance of
rituals with the aesthetics of high fashion, proving that cul-
ture is forever chic.

3. Minimalism in Red

Aditi Rao Hydari brought back the quintessential red
bridal look by Sabyasachi but reimagined it for the minimalist
bride. Her understated red lehenga, paired with delicate
jewellery, showed how a classic hue could feel modern and
effortless.This trend is perfect for brides who want to honour
tradition without being weighed down by excess.

4. Reviving Heritage Fabrics

Keerthy Suresh dazzled in her handwoven
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Kanjeevaram madisar sari from Anita Dongre, demonstrat-
ing that traditional textiles are far from outdated. With intri-
cate gold zari work and a design deeply rooted in South
Indian heritage, her look celebrated craftsmanship.Brides
embracing heritage weaves can pair these timeless fab-
rics with contemporary styling for a fresh yet meaningful
look.

5. Pared-Down Elegance for Gen Z Brides

Aaliyah Kashyap showed us that simplicity is the ulti-
mate sophistication. With open, cascading hair and a pas-
tel bridal ensemble by Tarun Tahilliani, her look resonated
with younger brides who value comfort and a modern aes-
thetic. This trend reflects a shift towards effortless elegance,
focusing on personal style over bridal conventions.

Diljit Dosanjh sips kahwa as he
enjoys shikara ride on Kashmir’s
Dal lake; learn how the tea became
a part of the valley’s culture

As Diljit’s Dil-Luminati Tour moves to its next destina-
tion, the warmth of kahwa and the charm of Dal Lake re-
main etched in the hearts of his admirersAs Diljit's Dil-
Luminati Tour moves to its next destination, the warmth of
kahwa and the charm of Dal Lake remain etched in the
hearts of his admirers

Diljit Dosanjh, beloved actor-singer and cultural icon,
has been on an exciting journey across India for his Dil-
Luminati Tour. Currently, in the scenic valleys of Kashmir,
Diljit treated his fans to a charming snippet of his time on
Instagram, showcasing his love for music and the region’s
rich culture and traditions.In the heartwarming video, Diljit
can be seen enjoying a serene shikara ride on the iconic
Dal Lake, surrounded by snow-draped mountains. Adding
a quintessential Kashmiri touch to the experience, a ven-
dor approaches his boat with a tray of steaming kahwa —
the traditional Kashmiri tea. What unfolds is a delightful ex-
change between Diljit, the vendor, and his companions on
the shikara.

The vendor, introducing himself as “Dal Lake Star
Mustaq,” passionately explains the ingredients of his spe-
cial kahwa. Diljit, ever the warm and affable star, engages
with Mustaq and purchases a cup, savouring the fragrant
drink amidst the breathtaking lake views. Alongside the
video, Diljit added the caption: “Dal Lake Star Mustaq Bhai
Ka Kehwa & Adnan Bhai Ka Rabab”.Legacy and signifi-
cance of kahwa

Kahwa tea, deeply rooted in Kashmir’s culinary his-
tory, boasts an intriguing origin story. It traces its heritage
back to the Silk Road, which was introduced to Kashmir in
the 14th century from Persia and Central Asia. The drink
gained prominence during the Mughal era, with emperors
embracing its luxurious ingredients like saffron, cinnamon,

| i

Diljit Dosanjh, beloved actor-singer and cultural icon,
has been on an exciting journey across India for his Dil-
Luminati Tour. Currently, in the scenic valleys of Kashmir,
Diljit treated his fans to a charming snippet of his time on
Instagram, showcasing his love for music and the region’s
rich culture and traditions.

and almonds. Over centuries, kahwa became more than a
beverage—it evolved into a cultural symbol of Kashmiri
warmth and hospitality.According to chef and restaurant
consultant Tarveen Kaur, kahwa symbolises everyday com-
fort and grand celebration. Often served during festivals,
weddings, or to guests as a welcome gesture, the tea is
cherished for its vibrant flavours and numerous health ben-
efits. The aromatic blend of green tea leaves, saffron, car-
damom, cinnamon, and crushed almonds not only warms
the soul during chilly weather but also aids digestion, boosts
immunity, and provides a sense of indulgence.As Diljit's
Dil-Luminati Tour moves to its next destination, the warmth
of kahwa and the charm of Dal Lake remain etched in the
hearts of his admirers, capturing a slice of Kashmiri tradi-
tion that’s as timeless as it is heartwarming.
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‘Real Oscar is love of audience’: Sonu Sood on
Laapataa Ladies not making the cut for the Oscars

W
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Director Kiran Rao’s film Laapataa Ladies, India’s offi-
cial entry for the Best International Feature Film category at
the 97th Academy Awards, is no longer in the Oscars race.
The film, which had garnered a lot of anticipation after being
chosen as India’s entry, did not make it to the Academy’s
official shortlist. However, actor Sonu Sood asserted that
the real award for any film is the love and appreciation of
the audience.While speaking to the media at a press con-
ference in New Delhi, Sood said, “Real Oscar is the audi-
ence who shower their love on the film. What matters is to
make a place in the hearts of people; awards just remain
confined to the shelves. In September, the Film Federation
of India, led by Jahnu Barua, selected Laapataa Ladies from
a list of 29 films in several Indian languages, including Payal
Kapadia’s All We Imagine As Light and the National Award-
winning Aattam.Actor Sonu Sood, who is making his direc-
torial debut with Fateh, has collaborated with Yo Yo Honey
Singh for the track ‘Hitman.’.

While sharing his working experience with Sonu Sood,
the ace singer said, “So, when Sonu paaji came to me and

-

said we have to make a song for Fateh, it reminded me of
nearly sixteen years ago when | worked in a studio in Mohali.
At the time, | wasn’t a thing in Bollywood, but in Punjab, |
was a successful music director who made really futuristic
tunes.” He added how Sonu recommended his name to
other producers, “I showed him my Brown Rang, Angrezi
Beat, and other songs, and he said, ‘Brother, your time will
come, and Bollywood will come to you.’ | asked him, ‘Does
it really seem that way to you?’ Then, he went to Mumbai
and referred my name to all the big music directors, pro-
ducers, film directors, and filmmakers in the industry, say-
ing there’s a guy in Mohali who’s creating amazing sounds.
But nobody claimed it; nobody came. However, when people
finally started coming, and Bollywood started happening, |
met Sonu again in Bombay and told him that his vision had
come true.”Sonu is a visionary and a brother who always
helps others in difficult situations.

He helps his own people, and the entire world knows
he does a lot for people he doesn’t even know. He risks all
for others. So, rather than being a filmmaker or actor, a
person who has dedicated his entire life to serving others
has a heart that simply wants to serve people. I've seen it;
he’s always on the phone, helping someone. If people like
him don’t succeed, then who will?” he shared.Earlier, the
makers shared the teaser of the film. Sonu took to his offi-
cial social media handle ‘X’ and dropped the teaser clip.The
teaser starts with the statement, ‘Never underestimate a
nobody.’ It then cuts to a voiceover in which Sonu Sood is
heard conversing with another individual, correcting that he
killed 50 people on March 19, not 40. “You'll never find those
ten bodies,” he said and also added, “Bhagvaan unki atma
ko shanti de.” Sood, while sharing the teaser, wrote on X,
“AA RAHA HOON...Action speaks louder than words.
#Fateh! Brace yourselves for the biggest action-packed
thriller!” Produced by Sonali Sood for Shakti Sagar Produc-
tions and Umesh KR Bansal for Zed Studios, Fateh is slated
to release on January 10, 2025.

Kareena Kapoor cheers for Jeh as he performs on stage;
Saif Ali Khan and Taimur record his performance.

Kareena Kapoor couldn’t contain her excitement as
she watched her younger son, Jehangir Ali Khan (Jeh),
perform on stage at his school’s function. A video has sur-
faced showing Kareena ecstatically waving at Jeh, who
looked adorable performing on stage. Kareena was joined
by husband Saif Ali Khan and elder son Taimur Ali Khan at
the event. In the now-viral video, Jeh is seen dressed in an
elephant costume, dancing with his classmates. His wide
smile and evident joy stole the spotlight as he confidently
enjoyed his moment on stage. From the audience, Kareena
can be seen waving and cheering for Jeh, while Saif and
Taimur enthusiastically recorded the performance. Take a
look:

Fans quickly drew parallels between Kareena and
Kajol's character Anjali from the iconic film Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham. In the film, Anjali is a spirited mother who
enthusiastically cheers for her son during a school event.
Referencing the resemblance, a fan commented, “I read a
comment where someone said Kareena has turned into real-
life Anjali.” Another fan wrote, “It's so cute! My dad has a
video of my mom clapping for me. Mothers always feel
proud of these small achievements.”Earlier, in an interview
with Filme Shilmy, Kareena shared how her sons, Taimur
and Jeh have inherited traits from their father, Saif Ali Khan.
She revealed, “They (Taimur and Jeh) are actually both quite

like him (Saif). Jeh just looks like me, but he has Saif’s
naughtiness. Though Tim (Taimur’s nickname) has Saif’s
sense of humour, he is a bit reserved and doesn't like being
clicked, he is more like his father. Jeh is like me in terms of
look and vibe, but his naughtiness comes from Saif.”On
the professional front, Kareena was last seen in Rohit
Shetty’s Singham Again. She will next be seen in Meghna
Gulzar’'s upcoming film, tentatively titled, which also stars
Prithviraj Sukumaran in the lead role.

Sheeba Akashdeep, Salman Khan’s 1992
Suryavanshi co-star, calls him ‘sweetest’:
‘Koi unhe arrogant bolta hai toh...

Sheeba Akashdeep, known for her memorable roles
in Suryavanshi, Pyar Ka Rog, and other classics in the 90s,
recently made a big-screen comeback with Rocky Aur Rani
Ki Prem Kahani and Jigra. In an exclusive conversation
with SCREEN, she opened up about her hiatus from the
industry, the changes she has witnessed in cinema, and
her journey back to the spotlight.Talking about her absence
from films in the 2000s, Sheeba cites a combination of per-
sonal priorities and dwindling offers. “| had my kids and was
enjoying watching them grow up. At the same time, | was
working with my production company. There wasn’t any
tearing hurry to work, and frankly, there weren’t people
breaking my door with offers either,” she said.“It just fizzled
out. | didn’t make a conscious decision to step away, nor
did | actively seek out work,” Sheeba told SCREEN.Sheeba
admitted that re-establishing herself in the industry required
stepping out of her comfort zone. “I had to put myself out
there. You need to be a bit more aggressive in your mar-
keting, which | never was, even at the peak of my career.
Nobody is going to wake up one morning and say, ‘Chalo
Sheeba ko cast karte hain‘ (Let's cast Sheeba in the
film).”Reminiscing about her experience working on Rakesh
Kumar's 1992 horror-action drama Suryavanshi with
Salman Khan, Sheeba recalled, “Salman and | were rela-
tively new back then, while Amrita Singh was already es-
tablished. Salman was incredibly sweet. Koi unhe arrogant
bolta hai toh hairaani hoti hai (It surprises me when people
call him arrogant.) | would say, he was one of the sweetest
co-stars | have ever had. | worked with so many 90s stars
like Akshay, Saif, Suneil—back then, we were all navigat-
ing our careers together.”Discussing her comeback,

Sheeba said, “l had to be upfront about my intentions. I'd
tell people | was looking to return to acting—not as a hero-
ine, of course, but for any good part.” She also said, “l don’t
live in a fool’s paradise. I'd love to play lead roles, but I'm
realistic about the competition today. It's not something |
expect, nor am | waiting for it.”On the transformation of the
film industry, Sheeba said, “Today, characters are cel-
ebrated; the hero-heroine era is over. Another big change
is how production scales have grown. There are rows of
vanity vans now—one for the lead actor’s gym, one for their
staff, and another for the actor themselves. It has become
much larger than life now. | come from a generation where
we would change costumes right in the middle of the street.”

Rashmika Mandanna celebrates
her ultimate ‘heroine moment’

Mumbai: Actress Rashmika Mandanna embraced her
ultimate ‘heroine moment’ in a recent social media
post.Taking to Instagram, the ‘Pushpa’ actress shared her
stunning photos, accompanied by a note highlighting the
effort and determination it takes to achieve perfection.In her
caption, Rashmika wrote, “My heroine moment. Just going
back in time, I'd always be fascinated seeing models and
actors look so perfect and worked really, really hard to
achieve it. | have—to some extent—achieved it (I think).
But it's mostly about working super-duper hard and having
the right people work with you to look a certain way. And of
course, there’s also the editing and really talented people
working behind the lenses. Ok, | am done now.”

The photos feature Rashmika exuding elegance in a

stylish black saree paired with statement earrings. She en-
hanced her look with subtle makeup, including kohl-rimmed
eyes, mascara, and nude lipstick, adding to her timeless
charm.Just days earlier, Rashmika shared another series
of photos in an orange saree, thanking fans for their love
and support for “Pushpa 2: The Rule.” In her caption, she
expressed gratitude, writing, “You guys were asking me to
post this lewk, and here it is! Thank you... THANK YOU for
all your love for Pushpa and Srivalli, guys! If you’ve watched
it, | hope you enjoyed it. And if you haven't, please go watch
itt Mwah! Loads of love, my loves.”On the work front, the
28-year-old actress is basking in the massive success of
“Pushpa 2: The Rule,” directed by Sukumar and co-star-
ring Allu Arjun and Fahadh Faasil.

‘Raj Kapoor and wife Krishna fell in love at
first sight, she was playing tanpura and he
wanted to see her face,’ recalls her nephew

—

Raj Kapoor was 21 when he got married to the 16-
year-old Krishna Kapoor and for them, it was love at first
sight. In a recent interview, Krishna’s nephew Monty
Premnath shared the origin of their love story and how they
first met each other. He shared that Raj and veteran actor
Prem Nath were friends who also worked with each other
and Krishna, who was Prem Nath'’s sister, first ran into Raj
when she was playing the tanpura.Talking to Vickey Lalwani
on his YouTube channel, Monty said that Raj and Prem
Nath were on a holiday in Madhya Pradesh when Raj first
heard Krishna’s music. She used to play with a veil on her
face but Raj insisted on seeing her face. “Krishna, my bua,
Krishna aunty was playing the tanpura there. Raj uncle
wanted to see her face but she would stay under a veil,” he
recalled.

It was then that Prem Nath realised that she might

raise her veil for Ashok Kumar as she was a big fan of the
actor. So, he lied and told her that Ashok was accompany-
ing him. Hearing this, she lifted her veil and as soon as their
eyes met, they fell in love. “She was a very big fan of Ashok
Kumar so my father said ‘Krishna, mere sath Ashok Kumar
aaya hai (Ashok Kumar is with me) so she picked up the
pallu and she saw Raj Uncle and it was love at first sight.
And they got married,” he recalled.Raj and Krishna’s mar-
riage went through many ups and downs but they stayed
married until his passing in 1988. Raj and Krishna got mar-
ried even before he found fame and in the subsequent years,
when Raj's marriage went through rough patches amid
rumours of his affairs, Krishna stuck by him. As per Rishi
Kapoor’'s memoir, the only time she put her foot down was
when he was apparently having an affair with his Sangam
co-star Vyjayanthimala as she moved into a hotel with their
kids. The couple patched up later.

Mukesh Khanna isn’t sold on Ranbir
Kapoor as Lord Ram in Ramayana: ‘If
you’re a lampat chhichhora in real life...’

.Despite being aware of his habit of stirring the pot,
actor Mukesh Khanna seems to have initiated a new con-
troversy, after commenting about the casting of Ranbir
Kapoor as Lord Ram in an upcoming adaptation of the
Ramayana. Khanna had previously voiced his complaints
about the Prabhas-starrer Adipurush, which he repeated
once again. In an interview, the actor wondered if Ranbir's
real-life image would affect the audience’s perception of him
in the sacred role. Khanna also hinted that Ranbir’s block-
buster film Animal, which was controversial itself, could also
impact whether he is accepted in the role of Ram.In an in-
terview with mid-day, the actor initially declined to comment
about Ranbir. “l won’t say anything about this, if | do, they’ll
accuse me of commenting about everyone and everything.
They've ruined my reputation. | recently commented about
Jackie Shroff's son... I'm not rude, but | speak my mind. If
they’re making a Ramayana, comparisons with Arun Govil
will be inevitable,” he said, making a reference to the actor
who played Ram in the popular television adaptation of the
epic.

Asked if he feels there is any actor in the film industry
right now who would be ideal for the role of Ram, Khanna
said, “What Arun Govil did with the role has become the
gold standard. All | can say is that whoever plays Ram must
embody Ram; he shouldn’t look like Raavan. In their real
life, if they are a (lampat chhichhora) lewd hooligan, then it
will show on screen. If you're playing Ram, you’re not al-
lowed to party and drink. But who am | to decide who plays
Ram?” he said.Khanna warned filmmakers to ‘be careful’
about who they’ve cast to play Ram, and cited the example
of Prabhas being rejected in the role. “He wasn’t accepted
by the public, despite being such a huge star. Not because
he’s a bad actor, but because he doesn’t look like Ram...

The actor playing Ram now is the beacon of the Kapoor
family. He’s a fine actor... But | will look at his face, and he
should look like Ram. He’s just done Animal, and his nega-
tive personality was highlighted in that movie. | hope that
doesn’t disturb this...”Directed by Nitesh Tiwari, Ramayana
will be presented in two parts, with the first part set for a
Diwali 2026 release. The film also stars Sai Pallavi as Sita,
and Sunny Deol as Hanuman.

Alia Bhatt reacts amid trolls attacking Ranbir
Kapoor for not giving her attention at Raj Kapoor

event, likes post showing his caring side

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia
Bhatt enjoy a massive fan
following, and it's always a
treat for fans when
Bollywood’s ‘i’ couple ap-
pears together, showcasing
their chemistry and admira-
tion for each other. However,
being a celebrity couple,
they often find themselves
the target of trolls, who
criticise Ranbir for allegedly
not giving enough attention
to Alia, especially when he
is around his family. Re-
cently, Alia addressed these
perceptions, emphasising
that people don’t give
enough credit to Ranbir’'s
caring and loving side.A fan
page recently shared a video
from Raj Kapoor’s 100th
birth anniversary celebration

that highlighted Ranbir's af- o ¢ panpir that social

ment led to intense scrutiny

fectionate gestures towards
Alia during the event. The
clip showed him consis-
tently reaching out for Alia’s
hand and staying by her side,
countering the trolls’ narra-
tive. While a section of so-
cial media continued to
criticise him, the video pro-
vided a fresh perspective,
showing his caring side.“The

media doesn’t show, they
cut a 2 sec clip out of con-
text and run a whole lot of
negative PR with it. Mean-
while, this is the reality. It's
crazy to me how easily
people can be fooled

they wrote. Interestingly, Alia
herself liked the post, subtly
supporting the sentiment
expressed.Earlier, Ranbir
Kapoor was trolled online
after a Vogue video of Alia
went viral in which she men-
tioned that Ranbir would ask
her to “wipe off” her lipstick
because he preferred her
natural lip colour. This state-

of their relationship.This isn’t
the first time Ranbir has
been trolled for his relation-
ship dynamics. Earlier, a
Vogue video of Alia went vi-
ral in which she mentioned
that Ranbir would ask her to
“wipe off” her lipstick be-
cause he preferred her natu-
ral lip color.
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Pat Cummins responds to Darren Lehmann’s
comments on chairman of selectors George
Bailey ‘too close to the team’

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Apart from Travis Head and Steven Smith (until the
Brisbane Test), the rest of the Australian batting order has
struggled to contribute with a substantial score of sorts in
recent times. While a few critics and former players have
opined that the personnel in the batting order needs to be
changed, there have been no such signs from the Austra-
lian management. Former Australian coach cum player
Darren Lehmann said the chairman of selectors George
Bailey is “too close to the team,” to take the tough

callsHowever, reacting to Lehmann’s comments Pat
Cummins responded by saying “l don’t know how that could
be true,” after the draw at Gabba. “Of course, the most im-
portant thing is you do stay objective, and | think the selec-
tion panel is amazing at that. They’ve made some bold calls
over the last couple of years in all formats, probably bolder
than I'd seen other selectors make over the previous years,
so they’ve never shied away from a tough decision.”What
George brings to the role is amazing, and | think you’d hear
that from the guys in the side, but you’d also hear it from
state guys and everyone outside it as well,” Cummins
added.Bailey on a few occasions during the ongoing Bor-
der Gavaskar Trophy was seen in the dugout alongside the
players. “Now, you can’t do that sometimes if you're too
close because you actually get too emotional and you care
about the players. As a selector, | cared about the players,
as a coach you do, but sometimes you actually get too close
and you forget about what'’s out there.” Lehman would ob-
serve and say on ABC Sports.The likes of Usman Khawaja
who is 38 years is averaging 12.60 in the ongoing series
and has faced severe troubles against Jasprit Bumrah. “Are
players playing too long? History shows in the last little bit,
maybe they have been. Selectors have to be a little bit stron-
ger. Or selectors aren’t strong enough to stop players from
playing,” Lehman said.

Mathew Hayden recalls conversations with
R Ashwin: ‘Transference of information, much like
what I had with Bishan Bedi years ago’

) GNS News Agency, Dec 21

R Ashwin called it a day on his international career
on Wednesday. The off-spinner has scalped 537 Test
wickets and is regarded as one the best among his gen-
eration. Recalling conversations with him in Ashwin’s early
days at Chennai Super Kings former Australian cricketer
Mathew Hayden said the “transference of information”
was similar to the one he had with the late Bishan Singh
Bedi.“I've been very privileged to share many a bus-side
seat on the way to the ground in Tamil Nadu, at the beau-
tiful Chepauk Stadium, and with the Chennai Super
Kings. As a young kid, as | was coming to the end of my
career, he’d cuddle up, and we’d talk about the game—
how he could counteract the sweeper and why | swept.
So, in many ways, it was a transference of information,
much like what | had with Bishan Bedi years ago. He’s a
lovely human being and a very enjoyable character to
play with as well,” Hayden said speaking on Star Sports.

In addition to the impeccable craft of bowling off-
spin, Ashwin was also a thinking cricketer and always
had a plan up his sleeve to get the better out of the bats-
man. “A very smart cricketer. And you know, he’s a crick-
eter who just stays on task, always working out a cunning
plan. He’s got great belief in his own ability. He’s quite

polarizing in many ways when it comes to the cricketing
public, and even to his own team—he’s a very strong-
minded person. But | personally want to wish Ashwin a
wonderful retirement,” Hayden said.Ashwin made his de-
but in 2011 against West Indies on the back of impres-
sive stints for CSK in IPL. In addition to 537 Test wickets
Ashwin also has scalped 156 ODI wickets and 72 T20I
wickets. The 38-year-old said that despite retiring from
international cricket he would continue to be part of do-
mestic cricket in India and was also brought by CSK in
the recent auction after Rajasthan Royals decided to let
him go.

“Thanks for not running me out this day:’ Aaron
Finch’s cheeky retirement message to R Ashwin
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GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Indian off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin announced
his retirement on Wednesday. Former Australian cricketer
Aaron Finch, in his farewell message, reminded the spin-
ner of a moment during the Indian Premier League when
Ashwin chose not to run out Finch even when the latter
was out of his crease at the non-striker end and the former
just warned him without dislodging the bails.“One of the all-
time careers. Congratulations R Ashwin. It was a pleasure
to play with and against you,” Finch wrote on his Instagram
story. PS: Thanks for not running me out this day!” he added

with the picture on his Instagram story. The incident oc-
curred during the 2020 IPL when Finch was playing for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and Ashwin was representing Delhi
Capitals.What made Ravichandran Ashwin retire in the
middle of the Border-Gavaskar series?Beyond his troubling
knee, events also seem to have prompted the decision over
the last few months. When the Test season began with the
home series against Bangladesh — in which he picked up
the Man of the Series award — Ashwin still seemed to have
at least a couple of years left in him. Although the series
against New Zealand didn’t go along the expected lines in
terms of wickets, he still seemed to be in his element. That
series defeat, as Ashwin admitted on his YouTube chan-
nel, was hard to overcome in the sense that a proud un-
beaten home record had been dented. He would even
search for answers with his two daughters.The Australia
tour was supposed to be a means to get back on track,
once he decided to join the tour. But once there, the writing
seems to have been on the wall with the team manage-
ment hinting that even if they played two spinners, Ashwin
may not get a look-in. With the top order not putting up
enough runs, India seems to be inclined towards Ravindra
Jadeja and Washington Sundar.Ashwin spent compiling 537
Test wickets, 37 five-fors, 11 Man of the Series perfor-
mances, six Test centuries and 14 fifties.

Staging big athletics events can help boost India’s
credentials for Olympic bid: Sebastian Coe

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Hosting a Continental Tour athletics event next Au-
gust in Bhubaneswar and bidding to stage the 2028 Under-
20 World Championships are good signs even as India pre-
pares to bid for the 2036 Olympics, World Athletics presi-
dent Sebastian Coe has said.Successful staging of major
events can help India ‘demonstrate a track record of sport-
ing delivery at the international level’ which will be helpful
for the country in its quest to become the 2036 Summer
Games host, according to Coe, who has thrown his hat in
the ring for the post of the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) president.

The AFI's 2025 calendar includes a bronze-level Con-
tinental Tour event in the Odisha capital on August 10 next
year. During Coe’s recent visit to India, the AFI also sub-
mitted a letter of intent to host the Under-20 World
Championships.“First of all, | am very grateful to Indian ath-
letics that they are showing the ambition to stage more of
our events. | think if any country has Olympic ambitions, |
certainly know India does, being able to demonstrate a track
record of sporting delivery at the international level can only
be helpful,” the two-time Olympic 1500m champion said
during a select roundtable interaction.“Evaluation teams and
the sport need the confidence that events that are going to

be delivered at an Olympic level have been delivered at
a world championships or global-competition level. That
track record is important for any city that is wanting to
present their credentials for delivering a very complicated
and complex sporting event. There is nothing more com-
plex than the Olympic and Paralympic Games."Talking
about the country’s chances of hosting big international
events, Coe said: “India has some very important assets,
it has a young population, a vibrant commercial market
for sport and you have political will and recognition from
the prime minister down that sports plays an essential
role in nation-building and creating healthy communi-
ties, mentally and physically.”India could host more inter-
national track and field events over the next few years
with the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) in discussion
with World Athletics about relay and road events. “AFl is
ambitious, they have talked about relays and they have
talked about world road championships. Their focus is
more on the track than it is on the road. | never take lightly
the ambition of a member federation that wants to stage
our world championship events. | have received, on my
recent visit to the Indian athletics federation, a letter of
intent to stage the under-20 world championships which
is good news and that now sits with our bidding team
alongside other bids,” Coe added.

After R Ashwin’s sudden retirement, Ravi Shastri
opens up on MS Dhoni’s shock retirement

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

When Ravichandran Ashwin chose to call time on
his India career out of the blue on Wednesday after the
third India vs Australia Test ended in a draw, former India
coach Ravi Shastri could not help but draw parallels with
the shock announcement from MS Dhoni in the dressing
room that he was retiring from Tests.Just like Ashwin re-
tired from Tests in the middle of the series, Dhoni too said
goodbye with one Test remaining. Dhoni, in fact, was
captaining the team and his retirement meant that Virat
Kohli had to take over the reins for the final Test in Sydney
for a series which was already lost by the Indian team.

Dhoni’s retirement was a shock because India had man-
aged to draw the Test at the MCG.

Narrating the scene on SEN Radio, Shastri said:
“Dhoni didn’t wait. | was the coach. He said, Ravi, | need
to have a chat with the boys for five minutes. Since we
drew the game at the MCG, | said, sure. | thought he
would say, ‘Boys, well done’. Instead, he just said, ‘Thank
you. I’'m done with this.”Shastri spoke of his shock at that
announcement. “There’s one Test match to go back. He
just, you know, just walked up there. Five-minute speech.
No tantrums, no shenanigans. ‘'m done. Thank you very
much for your support. You know, | won’t be there in
Sydney, but my total support for you guys.’ Because after
that was the World Cup. And he was the captain of the
World Cup side.”Shastri then added: “I looked around
the dressing room. | asked players if he had had a chat
with them. No one had a clue. Even the guys who went
out or spent time with him three days before that. No one
had a clue he’s going to come and say what he did. And
he had played 94 or 95 Test matches. Normally, you know,
in India, a player of his stature, if he plays his 100th Test
match and they had given that Test match to say Ranchi,
the whole town would have been there at the ground to
celebrate that 100th Test... But none of that stuff for him.
He just said, ‘1 want to pack my bags. I'm done with
whites."”

“The best player in the world is black and
Brazilian’: Ronaldo Nazario hails Vinicius Jr for
winning The Best FIFA Men’s Player award

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Brazil legend Ronaldo congratulated Vinicius Jr on
winning The Best FIFA Men’s Player award and hailed him
as a “symbol of resistance and resilience”. This comes af-
ter a controversy during the recent Ballon d’Or awards
where Manchester City’s Rodri got the nod over the Brazil-
ian leading to Vinicius’s club Real Madrid boycotting the
ceremony.“It has been 16 years since the last time the tro-
phy for the best player in the world came to Brazil,” he wrote
on Instagram. “Now deservedly in Vini’'s hands, it means
much more than his decisive role in the games and the
extraordinary numbers in the 2023/24 season. His talent
would be enough to win the award, but his power goes far
beyond the field,” Ronaldo wrote on Instagram.

“We are talking about one of the most valuable play-
ers today, a victim of televised racism with inconceivable
frequency. How many anonymous Viniciuses does he rep-
resent? How many victims spread all over the place? A
symbol of resistance and resilience, today Vini also leads
the anti-racist struggle in world football, where impunity is
as pernicious as the attacks. And those who remain silent
are no less racist. The omission — especially by entities
and authorities that have the legal power to confront and
punish such practices —further reinforces the culture of era-
sure and disrespect towards black people. They tried to

erase you, my friend. And you rocked. THE BEST PLAYER
IN THE WORLD IS BLACK AND BRAZILIAN!" he added
in the post.On Tuesday, Real Madrid star Vinicius finally
got his hands on a big global player award as he pipped
Rodri by five points to win The Best award.“l don’t even
know where to begin,” Vinicius said in Portuguese after re-
ceiving the award on stage. “It was so far away that it
seemed impossible to get here. | was a kid who only played
football barefoot on the streets of Sdo Gongalo, close to
poverty and crime.“Getting here is something very impor-
tant to me. I’'m doing it for many children who think that
everything is impossible and who think they can’t get here.”

The oft-spinner who extricated his craft from
the web of doosras and mystery deliveries

GNS News Agency, Dec 21

Ravichandran Ashwin Legacy India
retirementindia's Ravichandran Ashwin shows the ball
as he celebrates with teammates after taking 5 wickets
on the fourth day of the first Test cricket match between
India and Bangladesh at M. A. Chidambaram Stadium, in
Chennai. In the grand pantheon of India’s spinners,
Ravichandran Ashwin would inhabit a rarified space, all
unto himself. There have been wizards and magicians,
artists and artisans, but few explored the craft with the
zeal of a scientist, the curiosity of a child, or the industry of
a sculptor like Ashwin. He was the greatest off-spinner
his country has seen — and among the finest the world
has produced, rubbing shoulders with Muttiah
Muralitharan and Jim Laker, Harbhajan Singh and
Ashwin’s own contemporary Nathan Lyon.

His biggest legacy — apart from the numerical peaks
— was how he re-instilled the lost mystique to the art form.
He did not glamorise the field like Shane Warne did leg-
spin, or romanticise it like Muralitharan, or revolutionise it
like Saglain Mushtagq, but he instilled the soul back in off-
spin bowling, made it a riveting spectacle again, liberating it
from the dubious doosra and mystery fixation of the aughts,
expanded its scope and range, tessellated more layers,
embellished it with post-modern syntax and diction. So much
so that he is off-spin’s renaissance man. There would be a
clear demarcation as to how off-spin was before and after
Ashwin.He was a classicist in a neo-classical age; he was
neo-classical among classicists too. He made connoisseurs
purr with his enticing flight and devilish drop; off his
marvellously dexterous digits, the ball side-spun and over-
spun. He entrapped batsmen with both the simplest and
complex set-ups. He evoked the envy of new-age spin ty-
ros with his practised knack of flicking the ball with the in-
dex finger, in his expertise to use different grips. He bowled
seam-up with as much dexterity as he deployed the square
seam.No bowler possessed as many variations as Ashwin
did since the departure of Shane Warne. On that scale, he
was one of the game’s originals, an irreproducible act.He
was the perfect Indian spinner, assembled with a fearful
symmetry. He blended the grace of Bishan Singh Bedi with
the guile of Erapalli Prasanna, the brain and heart of Anil
Kumble and the chutzpah of Harbhajan. That he batted bet-
ter than all of them and could barge into a team as an all-
rounder was a dimension that the colossal shadow of his
feats with the ball would overshadow.Facing Ashwin was

akin to entering a labyrinth. There were variations within
variations, snares within snares, subtleties within subtle-
ties. Like Glenn McGrath, he often foxed the best bats-
men of the visiting side. He consumed Joe Root seven
times, Steve Smith eight and Kane Williamson on five
instances. Left-handed virtuosos invoked the devil in him.
Among his most prolific victims were Ben Stokes (12),
David Warner (11), Alastair Cook (9) and Kumar
Sangakkara four times in the space of 23 balls in the Sri
Lankan’s farewell series.

There was a ubiquity about the dismissals—bowl-
ing from around the stumps, drifting inwards, landing sud-
denly and deviously, a few metres behind the batsman’s
presumptions, the kiss of the edge, the snap of the stumps.
A heavy dose of them would comprise any highlight reel
tribute.But Ashwin’s duels with right-handers were equally
legendary. Two dismissals illustrate his command over
his craft. One was Williamson in Kanpur in 2016, a rip-
ping off- break from a good length area after a two-over
tease of lengths. Another was the straighter one that nailed
Smith in Adelaide in 2020, one that was plotted months
in advance with video analyst Prasanna Agoram and
polished to perfection in the intervening months.Method
before magicHe rigorously studied batmen and dissected
their flaws and strengths. Minute observations like
Sangakkara doesn’t get LBW to off-spinners or that Smith
is more vulnerable outside the off-stump than on his pads,
despite the massive shuffle. He once explained his
thought patterns to this paper: “My preparation is whether
| can disturb the tempo of a batter. Whether Smith would
go to off-stump after 10 balls or 12 balls. Or Joe Root,
when you go round the stumps in the first eight balls, he
would reverse you once. There are two ways of skinning
it, do | want to stop Joe Root from reversing or do | want
Root to reverse or get him out?”The deconstruction of a
batsman doesn’t end here. “That will depend on where
Root is in his career, how confident he is. Has he got a
hundred in the first two Tests? Is he in confident space, is
he coming from Sri Lanka after making mountains of runs?
So | will try and make a plan because | want that early
blood,” he explains.Some misconstrued this as
overthinking. But Ashwin stuck to his essence. “l come
from a school where even before a particular method is
broken, | want to make sure | stitch it up and don’t getto a
point where it's broken. Why is it happening? That’s the
question that people fail to recognise. | am addressing
something before they believe | should address it,” he
detailed.He constantly fiddled with his action, experiment-
ing with release points, grips and seam position. He
picked new tricks from spinners far younger, he kept his
senses open to the game’s ceaseless evolution. He was
content with his body of work, but kept the windows of
perception open to add new dimensions.It was as though
bowling spin was a spiritual, timeless quest. When he
ambled in off his four-step stroll of a run-up, the arms
whirling, the face a portrait of calm focus, he did not seem
so much his country’s greatest ever match-winner with
the red ball as a philosopher in a pursuit of the deepest
meaning and purpose of his vocation.
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